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ADVERTISEMENT. 


This  coUecdm  took  kt  rise  from  a  mth  wUch  the  cottsfXkx 
h^d  sometimes  fett»  in  hearing  the  pnases  of  the  celebrated  ora- 
tors of  fimner  timea,  to  know  what  figure  they  would  have  made 
-by  the  side  of  those  of  our  own  times*  with  whole  productions  we 
sre  bettei^  acquainted.  For  instance^  in  reading  BurkC)  I  should 
have  been  gladv>  havtf'$ftdiC'^^s]Se«cheeiie4^  Chatham  at 
bandi  to  compare  them  ;  and  I'htve  lidl'lihe'u^'jgie  curiouty  to 
knowy  whether  Walpole  had'anyfl^gi^e  the  dexterity  and 
plausibOlty  of  Ktt,  AsliiecQwe^iro^^  qther  readers*  who 
anay  haive  felt  ti^  same  ktad-'df  •'csoripsitf ^^  luhought  I  could  not 
empby  my  time  betier  than  In  attempting  to  gratify  it  Be<- 
ttdesyit  is  no  more  than  apiece  of  justice  due  tothe  ndghiy  dead. 
It  is  but  right  we  should  know  what  we  owe  to  them»  andhow  fiir 
we  have  improved  upon*  or  fidlen  short  of  them.  Who  could 
not  g^ve  almost  any  tlung  to  have  seen  G^arrick)  and  Betterton» 
and  Qttin  ?  Our  poUtitians  are  almost  as  short-lived  a  race  aa 
our  playersy  <<  who  strut  and  fret  an  hour  upon  the  stagCiand  then 
are  heard  no  more/'  The  event,  and  the  hero  of  the  moment 
engross  all  our  attention*  and  in  the  vm9tnt99  of  our  present 
views*  we  entirely  everlooAL  the  past  Those  celebrated  men 
of  the  last  age*  the  Walpoles*  the  Puheneys,  the  Pelhams*  the 
Harleys*  the  Townshends,  and  the  Norths*  who  filled  the  co« 
iumns  of  the  news-papers  with  their  speeches*  and  every  pubUe 
place  with  their  6me*  who  were  the  mouth-pieces  of  their  paxtyt 
nothing  but  perpetual  smoke  and  bounce*  incessant  volley  with- 
out let  or  intermisuony  who  were  the  wisdom  of  the  wise*  and 
the  strength  of  tlie  strong*  whose  pruses  were  inscribed  on 
every  midow<>shutter  or  brick*wallf  or  floated  through  the  bu^ 
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«y  air>  upborne  by  the  shouts  and  huzxas  of  a  giddy  nidtitiidet 
all  of  them  are.  notw  slkot  teCkt  fytgOt^  ;  %11  that  remains  of 
them  is  consigned  to  oblivbn  in  the  musty  records  of  Pariia« 
ment}  or liYes  only  in  the  ■hadeir  of  a  name*  I  wished  there- 
fore  to  bring  them  on  the  stage  once  more^  and  drag  them  out 
of  that  obsc3uiity»  both  which  it  is  now  impossible  to.tedeem 
^tirj€ii«nihmci9t$*  I  was  uneasy  till  I  had  mside  the  momimen- 
tal  pile  of  octavos  and  firfiosi  «<  wlMfein  I  saw  them  quietly  ia- 
nmed,  open  its  pondemua  and  inaiUe  jawsi"  and  *^  set  the  im» 
prisoned  wran^ra  free  again/*  li  is  piMsiUe  tint  seme  of 
ihax  numeroivi  •ijMe.ef  ttCMbrl*  whK  Wte  sbrune  up  within  the 
last  ten  years/til*lrVcin*I  siiaiUd*^peitainly  Itave  first  paid  my 
oomplimeotS)  may  tMHjbeV^i^tM'i^ith  the  spiK:e  allotted  them 
in  these  volumes. ,  ^  !!ca|>llq^ill^  My  object  Ms  to  se^ 

me  wliat  was  Sorffki^^xiMAf^hBt  was  permanent ;  and 
not  to  echo  the  loquadous  babblings  of  these  booempUshed  per* 
icms,  whof  if  aH  their  w^ida  vere  written  in  abook*  the  world 
would  not  contdn  them«  Besides,  li'ring  speakers  may*  and  ana 
in  the  habit  of  printing  thdr  own  speechea.  Or  ey^i  if  this 
were  not  the  case,  there  is  no  danger^  while  they  have  breath 
and  iungs  left,  that  they  will  ever  suffer  the  public  to  be  ata  loa» 
for  daily  spedniens  pf  ihdr  polished  eloquence  and  piofound 
wisdom. 

There  were  some  other  objects  to  be  attended  to  in  making 
thb  coUectinn,  m  well  as  the  style  of  difierent  speakers.  -  I 
wished  to  make  it  a  history,  as  &r  as  I  could,  of  the  prc^esa 
of  tlie  language,  of  the  sute  of  parties  at  diffierent  periods,  of 
the  most  interesting  debates,  and  in  short,  an  id^ridged  parlia« 
mentary  history  for  the  time.  It  was  necessary  that  it  should 
serve  as  a  commonrplace  book  of  the  principal  topics,  of  the 
firoa  and  cons  of  the  different  questions,  that  may  be  brought  in^ 
to  dispute.  If,  iiowever,  this  work  lias  the  effect  which  I  intend 
it  to  liave^it  will  rather  serve  to  put  a  stop  to  that  vice  of  nufdJi 


^leahKft  wluch  is  the  fiiuduon  of  the  present  day,  by  shewing 
our  ferward  disputants  how  little  new  is  to  be  said  on  any  of 
these  questkiB^  than  offer  alemptatfon  to  their  i«nity  to  enrich 
themaehea  out  of  the  spoila  of  others.  I  have  also  endeavour- 
ed to  gratify  the  reader's  curiosity,  by  sometimes  giving  the 
speeches  of  men  who  were  net  ^eeWbrated  for  their  eioqaence, 
hot  for  other  thingv ;  as  Cromwell,  for  example.  If,  therefore, 
any  oiie  expects  to  find  nothing  hut  eloquent  speeches  in  these 
volinnest  he  will. certain^  be  disappointed.  A  very  small  vo- 
lume indeed,  would  contain  all  the  recorded  eloquence  of  boOi 
houaesof  pariiament.         ;';; :/  •.  .;  /  \/:^\  r;. 

As  Ho  the  notes  and  criti4ms»'^hidi''lidcMQ^ny  the 
speeches,  I  am  aware  that  the^^te?tpo;)ong:*afid  frequent  for 
a  woik  «f  tUa  nalare.  If,  ho«evQiy  tibe  rfflW,  3hpuld  not  be  of 
cfunioii  that  «  ^e  tldngs  themselVetf  tu^.W^herVnew  nor  rare,*' 
he  is  at  liberty  toan^y  the  nect  line  of  the  satire  to  themr-*he 
nay  naturally  enough  wonder,  *«  how  the  devil  tiiey  got  there." 
The  characters  of  Chatham,  Burke,  Fox,  and  Pitt,  are  those 
which  are  the  most  laboured.  As  to  the  first  of  these,  I  am  not 
so  certain.  It  was  written  in  flie  heat  <^  the  first  impression 
which  his  speeches  made  upon  me  :  and  perhaps  the  first  im- 
pressioD  is  a  fidr  test  of  the  ^fiect  they  must  produce  on  those 
who  heard  them.— «But  farther  I  will  not  be  answerable  for  it.  As 
to  theopimoDS  I  have  expressed  of  the  three  last  speakers,  they  ^ 
are  at  least  my  settled  opinions,  and  I  believe  I  shall  not  easily 
change  them.  In  the  selectiooa  from  Burke,  I  have  fi>llowed  the 
advice  of  friends  in  giving  a  whole  speech,  whereas  I  ought  to 
have  given  only  extracts. 

For  the  bias  wluch  may  sometimes  appear  in  this  work,  I 
sbaU  only  apologize  by  referring  the  impartial  reader  to  the  dif- 
ferent  characters  of  Fox  and  Burke.  These  will,  I  think,  shew, 
that  whatever  my  prejudices  may  bC}  I  am  not  much  disposed 
IQ  be  blinded  by  them. 
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GEORGE  nt 


Ms  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  ParhmnenU 

My  Lcirdsand  GenflemeA, 

At  the  qi>ening  of  the  first  partidment  Mmm^ned  ffld 
elected  under  jny  authority,  I  with  pleasure  take  notice 
of  an  event,  which  has  made  me  completely  happy,  anil 
given  universal  joy  to  my  loving  subjects.  My  marriage 
with  a  princess,  eminendy  distinguished  by  every  virtue 
and  amiable  endowment,  whilst  it  affords  me  all  possible 
domestic  comfort,  cannot  but  highly  contribute  to  the 
happiness  of  my  kingdoms ;  whic^  has  been,  and  alwayc^ 
shall  be,  my  first  object  in  every  action  of  my  Hfe. 

It  has  been  my  earnest  wish,  that  this  period  of  my 
reign  might  be  marked  with  another  felicity ;  the  restor- 
ing of  ^  blessings  of  peace  to  my  people,  and  putting 
an  end  to  the  calamities  Ctf  war,  under  whicb  so  greaft 
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a  part  of  Europe  suffers.  But  though  overtures  were 
made  to  me  and  my  good  brother  and  ally  the  king  of 
Prussia,  by  the  several  belligerent  powers,  in  order  to  a 
general  pacification,  for  which  purpose  a  congress  was 
appointed ;  and  propositions  were  made  to  me  by  France 
for  a  particular  peace  with  that  crown,  which  were  fol- 
lowed  by  an  actual  negociation ;  yet  that  congress  hath 
not  hitherto  taken  place,  and  the  negociation  with  France 
is  entirely  broken  off. 

The  sincerity  of  my.  disposition  to  effectuate  this  good 
work  has  been  manifested  in  the  progress  of  it ;  and  I 
have  the  consolation  to-  reflect,  that  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  and  the  farther  effusion  of  christian  blood,  to 
which  it  was  the  desire  of  my  heart  to  put  a  stop,  can- 
not with  justice  be  imputed  to  me. 

Our  military  operations  have  in  no  degree  been  sus- 
pended or  delayed:  and  it  has  pleased  God  to  grant  us 
farther  important  successes,  ,by  the  conquests  of  the 
islands  of  Belleisle  and  Dominica ;  and  by  the  reduction 
of  Pondicherry,  which  hath  in  a  manner  annihilated  the 
French  power  in  the  East  Indies.  In  other  parts,  where 
the  enemy's  numbers  were  greatly  superior,  their  prin- 
cipal designs  and  projects  have  been  generally  disappoint* 
ed,  by  a  conduct  which  does  the  highest  hofiour  to  the 
distinguished  capacity  of  my  general,  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunswick,  and  by  the  valour  of  ray  troops.  The  mag* 
nanimity  and  ability  of  the  king  of  Prussia  have  eminent-* 
ly  appeared,  in  resisting  such  numerous  armies,  and 
surmounting  so  great  difficulties. 

In  this  situation,  I  am  glad  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  receiving  the  truest  information  of  the  sense  of  my 
people,  by  a  new  choice  of  their  representatives.  I  am 
fully  persuaded  you  will  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that 
the  steady  exertion  of  our  most  vigorous  efforts,  in  every 
part  where  the  enemy  may  still  be  attacked  with  advan-. 
*  tage,  is  the  only  means  that  can  be  productive  of  such  a 
peace  as  may  with  reason  be  expected  from  our  sue* 
cesses.    It  is  therefore  my  fixed  resolution,  with  your 
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concurrence  and  support,  to  cany  on  the  War  in  flic  most 
effectual  manner  for  the  interest  and  advantage  of  my 
kingdoms ;  and  to  maintain  to  the  utmost  of  my  power 
the  good  &ith  and  honour  of  my  crown,  by  adhering 
firmly,  to  the  engagements  entered  into  with  my  allies. 
In  this  I  will  persevere,  until  my  enemies,  moved  by 
th^  own  losses  and  distresses,  and  touched  with  the 
miseries  of  so  many  nations,  shall  yield  to  the  equitable 
conditions  of  an  honourable  peace ;  in  which  case,  as 
well  as  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  I  do  assure  you, 
no  consideration  whatever  shall  make  me  depart  from 
the  true  interests  of  these  my  kuigdoms,  and  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  my  crown. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons,  I  am  heartily 
sorry,  that  the  necessity  of  large  supplies  appears  so 
clearly  from  what  has  already  been  mentioned.  The 
pit^r  estimates  for  the  service  for  the  ensuing  year  shall 
be  laid  before  you  ;  and  I  desire  you  to  grant  me  such 
supplies,  as  may  enable  me  to  prosecute  the  war  ^th  vi- 
gour, and  as  your  own  welfare  and  security,  in  the  pre* 
asnt  critical  conjuncture,  require  ;  that  we  may  happily 
put  the  last  hand  to  this  great  work.  Whatsoever  you 
give,  shall  be  duly  and  faithfully  applied. 

I  dare  say  your  affectionate  regard  for  me  and  the 
queen  makes  you  go  before  me  in  what  I  am  next  to 
mention ;  the  making  an  adequate  and  honourable  pro* 
vision  for  her  support^  in  case  she  should  survive  me. 
This  is  what  not  only  her  royal  dignity,  but  her  own 
merit  calb  for ;  and  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  ypur 
consideration. 

My  lords,  and  gentlemen,  I.  have  such  a  confidence 
in  the  zeal  and  good  affections  of  this  parliament,  that 
I  think  it  quite  superfluous  to  use  any  exhortations  to 
excite  you  to  a  right  conduct.  I  will  only  add,  there 
never  was  a  situation  in  which  unanimity,  firmness,  and 
dbpatch,  were  more  necessary  for  the  ^ety,  honour, 
and  true  interest  of  Great  Britain. 
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(LATft   XARl.   OF   CHAT0AIC.) 

I  hud  not  y^t  coniQ  to  any  thing  that  would  justify  th«  high  en« 
comiums,  generally  and  deservedly  passed  on  lord  Chatham.  But 
his  genius,  like  Burke  s,  burnt  brightest  at  ^e  last.  The  spark  of 
liberty,  which  had  lain  concealed  and  dormant)  buried  under  tho 
dirt  and  rubbish  of  st^te  intrigue  and  vulgar  Action,  now  met 
:Q^ith  congenial  mattert  and  kindled  up  ^  a  flame  of  sacred  vehe- 
mence" in  his  breast.  It  burst  fotth  with  a  fury  and  a  splendour 
that  might  have  awed  the  world,  and  made  kings  tremble.  He 
«poke  as  a  man  phould  speid^,  because  he  felt  as  a  man  should 
feel  in  such  circumstances.  He  came  forward  as  the  advocate  of 
liberty)  as  the  defender  of  the  rights  of  his  fellow-ddzensy  as  the 
enemy  of  tyranny,  as  the  friend  of  his  country,  and  of  mankind. 
He  did  not  stand  up  to  make  a  vain  display  of  his  talents,  but  to 
discharge  a  duty,  to  maintain  that  cause  which  lay  neaxiest  to  hia 
iiearti  to  preserve  the  ark  of  th^  British  constitution  from  every* 
«aciiIegious  touch,  as  the  high-priest  of  his  calling,  with  a  piou^ 
lineal.  The  feelings  and  the  rights  of  Englishmen  were  enshrined  in 
his  heart  ;  and  with  tl^eir  united  force  braced  every  nerve,  pos- 
sessed every  faculty,  and  communicated  warmth  and  vita)  energy  to 
.every  part  of  his  bejjo^.  The  whple  man  moved  undel*  this  im<; 
j^lae.  He  felt  the  cause  of  liberty  as  his  own  He  resented  every  in- 
jury done  to  her  as  an  injury  to  himself,  and  every  attempt  to 
defend  it  as  an  insult  upoti  his  understanding.  He  did  not  stay  to 
dispute  about  words,  about  lUcc  distinctions,  about  trifling  forms. 
He  laughed  at  the  little  attempts  of  little  retailers  of  logic  to  en« 
tangle  him  in  senseless  ar^ment.  He  did  not  come  there  as  ta 
H  debating  club,  or  law  court,  to  start  questions  and  hunt  them 
down  ;  to  wind  and  unwind  the  web  of  sophistry  ;  to  pick  out  the^ 
threads,  and  cnde  every  knot  with  scrupulous  exactness ;  to  bandy 
logic  With  «very  pretender  to  a  paradox;  to.eiqeimine,  to  sift  evi- 
dence i  to  dissect  a  doubt  and  halve  a  scruple  ;  to  weigh  folly  an4 
^Luavery  in  sc;ales  Jtogethor,  and  see  on  wluch  side  the  balance  ^ 
preponderated  ;  to  prove  that  liberty,  truth,  virtue,  and  justice 
were  good  things,  or  that  slavery  and  corruption  were  bad  things. 
He  did  not  try  to  pmve  those  truths  which  did  not  require  any 
proof,  but.  to  make  ptherf  feel  them  with  the  san^e  force  that  he  did ;, 
and  to  tear  ofi*  the  flimsy  disguises  with  which  the  sycophants  of 
power  attempted  to  cover  them.— -The  business  of  an  orator  is  not 
to  convince,  but  persuade  ;  not  to  inform,  but  to  rouse  the  mind  ; 
to  build  upon  the  habitual  prejudices  of  mankind,  (for  iseason  of  it- 
self will  do  nothing,)  and  to  add  feeling  to  prejudice,  and  action  to 
feeling.    There  is  nothing  new>  or  curiott%  or  profound,  ip  lord 
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Chathmm's  speeches.  All  b  obvieus  and  commoa ;  there  ie  aptluttg 
pii%  what  we  already  knew,  or  might  have  found  out  for  ourselves. 
We  see  nothing  but  the  bmiliar  every -day  face  of  nature,  We  are 
always  in  broad  day 4ight.  But  then  there  is  the  same  difference  be- 
tween our  own  conceptions  of  things  and  bis  representation  of  theifi, 
^  there  is  between  the  same  objects  ^en  on  a  duU  cloudy  dayi  or  in 
the  blaze  of  sunshine.  Hb  common  sense  has  the  effect  of  iAspirft' 
tion.  He  electriHes  his  hearers,  not  by  the  novelty  of  bis  ideas,  but 
by  their  for<:e  and  intensity.  He  has  the  same  ideas  of  other  men^ 
but  he  has  them  in  a  thousand  times  greater  clearness  and  strength 
and  vividness.  Perhaps. there  is  no  man  so  poorly  furnished  with 
thoughts  and  feelings  but  that  if  he  could  recollect  all  that  he  knetr» 
#Bd  had  all  his  ideas  at  perfect  command,  he  would  be  able  to 
confound  the  puny  arts  oi  the  most  dexterous  sophist  Uiat  pretead- 
(ed  to  make  a  dupe  of  his  understanding.  But  in  the  mind  of  Chat* 
bamf  the  great  substantial  truths  of  common  senses  the  leading 
aiazims  of  the  constitution,  the  real  interests  and  general  feetings 
of  mankind,  were  in  a  manner  embodied.  He  comprehended  the 
whole  of  his  subject  at  a  single  glance«-every  thing  was  firmly  rivet- 
led  to  its  place ;  there  was  no  feebleness,  no  forgetfulness^no  ^uso, 
no  distraction  ;  the  ardour  of  his  mind  overcame  every  obs^M^le, 
and  he  crushed  the  sophisms  of  his  adversaries  as  we  cru^h  an 
insect  under  our  feet— His  imagination  was  of  the  same  charac- 
ter with  his  understanding,  and  was  under  the  same  guidance, 
Whenever  he  gave  way  to  it,  it  ^^  flew  an  ea^le  Bight,  forth  and  right 
on  ;"  but  it  did  sot  become  enamoured  of  its  own  motion*  wanton- 
jng  in  giddy  circles,  or  ^  sailing  with  supreme  dominion  through 
the  azure  deep  of  air."  It  never  forgot  its  errand,  but  went  strait 
forward,  like  an  arrow  to  its  mark}  with  an  unerring  aim.  It  was 
Ads  servant,  not  his  master. 

To  be  a  great  orator  does  not  require  the  highest  foculties 
of  the  human  mind,  but  it  requires  the  highest  exertion  of 
the  common  faculties  of  our  nature.  He  has  no  pcca^on  to 
dive  into  the  depths  of  sci^ice,  or  to  soar  aloft  on  angels* 
wings.  He  keeps  upon  the  surfoce,  he  stands  firm  upon  the 
groond»  but  his  form  is  majestic,  and  his  eye  sees  for  and 
near :  he  moves  axnong  hb  follows,  but  he  moves  among  them  as 
a  giant  among  common  men.  He  has  no  need  to  read  the  hea- 
vens, to  unfold  the  system  of  the  universe,  or  create  new  worlds 
for  the  deliglited  fiincy  to  dwell  in  ;  it  b  enough  ^hat  he  sees 
things  as  they  are  ;  that  he  knows  and  feeb  and  remembers  the 
common  ctrcumstances  and  daily  transactions  that  are  passing 
in  the  world  around  him.  He  is  not  raised  above  others  by  being 
superior  to  the  common  interests,  prejudices,  and  passions  of  moa- 
kind,  but  by  feeling  them  in  a  more  intense  degree  than  they  do. 
Force  then  is  the  sole  characteristic  excellence  of  an  orator ;  it  is 
almost  the  only  one  that  can  be  of  any  service  to  him  Refine- 
ment, depth)  elevation,  deljkcacy,  originality,  ingenuity,   inven- 
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tioiis  Kre  not  wanted :  he  must  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  htunan 
/  nature^  and  whatever  is  not  founded  in  these^  is  foreign  to  his 
purpose.  He  does  not  create)  he  can  only  imitate  or  echo  back 
« the  public  sentiment.  His  object  is  to- call  up  the  feelings  of  the 
human  breast ;  but  he  cannot  call  up  what  is  not  already  there^ 
The  first  duty  of  an  orator  is  to  be  understood  by  every  one  ;  but 
it  is  evident  that  what  all  can  understand,  is  not  in  itself  difficult 
of  comprehendon.  He  cannot  add  any  thing  to  the  materials 
atforded  him  by  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  others. 

Lord  Chatham,  in  his  speeches,  was  neither  philosopher  nor 
poet.  As  to  the  latter,  the  difference  between  poetry  and  eloquence 
I  take  to  be  this  t  that  the  object  of  the  one  is  to  delight  the  ima* 
gination,  that  of  the  other  to  impd  the  will.  The  one  ought  to 
«nrich  and  feed  the  mind  itself  with  tenderness  and  beauty,  the 
other  furnishes  it  with  piotives  of  action.  The  one  seeks  to  give  im- 
mediate pleasure,  to  make  the  mind  dwell  virith  rapture  on  its  own 
workings— it  is  to  itself  <<  both  end  and  use  :"  the  other  endeavours 
to  call  up  such  images  as  will  produce  the  strongest  effect  ppon 
the  mind,  and  makes  use  of  the  passions  only  as  instruments  to 
attain  a  particular  purpose.  The  poet  lulls  and  soothes  the  mind 
into  a  forgetfqlness  of  itself,  and  <'  laps  it  in  Elysium  :"  the  orator 
strives  to  awaken  it  to  a  sense  of  its  real  interests,  and  to  make 
it  feel  the  necessity  of  taking  the  inost  effectual  means  for  secur* 
ing  them.  The  one  dwells  in  an  ideal  world ;  the  other  is  only 
conversant  about  realities.  Hence  poetry  must  be  more  ornament- 
ed, must  be  richer  and  fuller  and  more  delicate,  because  it  is  at 
liberty  to  select  whatever  images  are  naturally  most  beauti(iil9 
and  likely  to  give  most  pleasure  ;  whereas  the  orator  is  confined 
to  particular  facts,  which  he  may  adorn  as  well  as  he  can,  and 
make  the  most  of,  but  which  he  cannot  stram  beyond  a  certain 
point  without  running  into  extravagance  and  affectation,  and  losing 
his  end.  However,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  the  orator 
is  allowed  a  greater  latitude,  and  is  compelled  to  make  use  of 
harsher  and  more  abrupt  combinations  in  the  decoration  of  his 
subject ;  for  his  art  is  an  attempt  to  reconcile  beauty  and  deformf^r 
•  ty  together :  on  the  contrary,  the  materials  of  poetry,  which  are 
chosen  at  pleasure,  are  in  themselves  beautiful,  and  naturally  com- 
bine with  whatever  else  is  beautiful.  Grace  and  harmony  are 
•therefore  essential  to  poetry,  because  they  naturally  arise  out  of 
the  subject ;  but  whatever  adds  to  the  effect,  whatever  tends  to 
strengthen  the  idea  or  give  energy  to  the  mind,  is  of  the  nature  of 
eloquence.  The  orator  is  only  concerned  to  ^ve  a  tone  of  mas- 
culine firmness  to  the  will,  to  brace  the  sinews  and  muscles  of  the 
mind ;  not  to  delight  our  nervous  sensibilities,  or  soften  the  mind 
into  voluptuous  iiidolence.  The  flowery  and  sentimental  style  is  of 
all  others  the  most  intolerable  in  a  speaker.  I  shall  only  add  on 
this  subject,  that  modesty,  impartiality  and  candour,  are  not  the 
virtues  of  a  public  spieaker.    He  must  be  confident,  inflcxil^ 


A.  D.  ir65.3  MR.  PITT.  f 

imcoiitrolable,  otrerc<fimng  aU  opppution  by  hia  ardouf  and  im* 
petuosity.  We  do  not  command  others  by  sympathy  with  them» 
but  by  power,  by  passion,  by  will.  Calm  inquiry,  sober  truth, 
and  speculadTe  indifference,  -will  neyer  carry  any  point.  The  pas- 
aiona  are  conta^us  ;  and  we  cannot  contend  against  opposite  pas- 
ttonswith  notlung  but  naked  reason.  Concessions  to  an  enemy, 
are  clear  loss  :  he  will  take  advantage  of  them,  but  make  us  none 
111  return.  He  will  magnify  the  weak  sides  of  our  argument?  but 
will-  be  btind  to  whatever  makes  against  himself.  The  multitude 
will  always  be  inclined  to  side  with  that  party,  whose  passion* 
are  the  most  inflamed,  and  whose  prejudices  are  the  most  invete* 
rate.  Passion  should  therefore  never  be  sacrificed  to  truth.  U 
should  indeed  be  governed  by  prudence,  but  it  should  yield  nothing 
to  reason,  or  principle.  Fox  was  a  reasoner,  lord  Chatham  was 
an  orator.  Burke  was  both  a  reasoner,  and  a  poet ;  and  was 
therefore  still  farther  removed  from  that  conformity  with  the 
vulgar  notions  and  mechanical  feelings  of  makind,  which  will 
always  be  necessary  to  g^ve  a  man  the  chief  sway  in  a  popular  as- 
aembly. 


Mr.  Pittas  Speech  on  the  American  Stafnp  Act. 

Mr.  Pitt  at  beginning  was  rather  low,  and  as  every 
one  was  in  agitation  at  his  first  rising,  his  introduction 
w^as  not  heard,  till  he  said,  I  came  to  town  but  to-day ; 
I  was  a  stranger  to  the  tenor  of  his  majesty's  speech,  and 
the  proposed  address,  till  I  heard  them  read  in  this 
house.  Unconnected  and  unconsulted,  I  have  not  the 
means  of  information  ;  I  am  fearful  of  offending  through 
mistake,  and  therefore  beg  to.be  indulged  with  a  second  < 
reading  of  the  proposed  address. 

The  address  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  went  on  ;  he  com- 
mended the  king's  speech,  approved  of  the  address  in 
answer,  as  it  decided  nothing,  every  gentleman  being 
left  at  perfect  liberty  to  take  such  a  part  concerning 
America,  as  he  might  afterwards  see  fit.  One  word 
only  be  could  not  approve  of ;  "early"  is  a  word  that 
does  not  belong  to  the  notice  the  minbtry  have  given  to 
parliament  of  the  troubles  in  America.  In  a  matter  of 
such  importance,  the  communication  ought  to  have  been 
immediate  :  I  speak  not  with  respect  to  parties,  I  stand 
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Aiinistry,  (turning  himself  to  Mr.  Grenville,)  every  capital 
measure  they  have  taken,  has  been  entirely  wrong;.  As 
to  the  present  gentlemen,  to  those  at  least  whom  I  have 
in  my  eye,  (looking  at  the  bench  where  Mr.  Conway  sat, 
with  the  lords  of  the  treasury,)  I  have  no  objection ;  I 
have  never  been  made  a  sacrifice  by  any  of  them.  Their 
characters  are  fair  ;  aiid  I  am  always  glad  when  men  of 
feir  character  engage  in  hb  majesty^s  service.  Some  of 
them  have  done  me  the  honour  to  ask  my  poor  opinion^ 
before  they  would  engage.  These  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  own,  I  advised  them  to  engage  ;  but  notwithstandini^ 
I  love  to  be  explicit,  I  cannot  give  them  my  confidence. 
Pardon  me,  gentlemen,  (bowing  to  the  ministry)  con- 
fidence is  a  plant  of  slow  growth  in  an  aged  bosom: 
youth  is  the  season  of  credulity  :  by  comparing  eventi 
with  each  other,  reasoning  from  effects  to  causes,  me- 
thinks  I  plainly  discover  tihe  traces  of  an  over^rulkig  in- 
fluence. 

There  is  a  clause  in  the  act  of  setdenient,  to  oblim 
every  minister  to  sign  his  name  to  the  advice  which  he 
gives  to  his  sovereign.  Would  it  were  observed !  I  have' 
had  the  honour  to  serve  the  crown,  and  if  I  could  hstvA 
submitted  to  influence,  I  might  have  still  continued  td 
serve  j  but  I  would  not  be  responsible  fw  others.  I 
have  no  local  attachments  :  it  is  indifferent  to  me,  whe- 
ther a  man  was  rocked  in  his  cradle  on  this  or  that  side 
of  the  Tweed.  I  sought  for  merit  wherever  it  was  to  be 
found. — It  is  my  boast,  that  I  was  the  first  minister  that 
looked  for  it,  and  I  found  it,  in  the  mountains  of  the 
North.  I  called  forth,  and  drew  into  your  service, 
a  hardy  and  intrepid  race  of  men  !  men,  who,  when 
left  by  your  jealousy,  became  a  prey  to  the  artifices  of 
your  enemies,  and  had  gone  nigh  to  have  overturned 
the  state,  in  the  war  before  the  last.  These  men,  in 
the  last  war,  were  brought  to  combat  on  your  side  i 
they  served  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought  with  valour,  and 
conquered  for  you  in  every  part  of  the  world :  detested 
be  the  national  reflections  against  them  !  they  arc  unjust. 
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groundle$S|  illiberal,  unmanly.  When  I  ceased  to  serve 
his  majestv  as  a  minister,  it  was  not  the  country  of  the 
man  by  which  I  was  moved,  but  the  man  of  that  coun-^ 
try  wantjed  wisdom,  and  held  principles  incompatible 
with  freedom, 

It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  since  I  have  attend- 
ed in  parliament.  When  the  resolution  was  taken  in 
the  house  to  tax  America,  J  was  ill  in  bed.  If  I  could 
have  endured  to  have  been  carried  in  my  bed,  so  great 
was  the  agitation  of  my  mind  for  the  consequence,  I 
would  have  solicited  some  kind  hand,  to  have  laid 
me  down  on  tlus  floor,  to  have  bom  my  testimony 
against  it«  It  is  now  an  act  that  has  passed  :  I  would 
speak  with  decency  of  every  act  of  this  house,  but  I  must 
btg  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to  speak  of  it  with  free.? 
dom* 

I  hope  a  day  may  soon  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
state  oi  the  nation  with  respect  to  America.  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  come  to  this  debate  with  all  the  temper 
and  impartiality  that  hb  majesty  recommends,  and  the 
importance  of  the  subject  requires ;  a  subject  of  greater 
importance  than  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  this  house, 
that  subject  only  excepted,  when,  near  a  century  ago^ 
it  was  the  question,  whether  you  yourselves  were  to  be 
bound  or  free. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  I  cannot  depend  upon  health 
for  any  future  day,  such  is  the  nature  of  my  infirmities^ 
I  will  beg  to  say  a  few  words  at  present,  leaving  the  jus- 
tice, the  equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency  of  the  act^ 
to  another  time.  I  will  only  speak  to  one  point,  a 
point  which  seems  not  to  have  been  generally  under-* 
stood-~I  mean  the  right.  iSome  gentiemen  (alluding  to 
Mr.  Nugent)  seem  to  have  considered  it  as  a  point  of 
honour.  If  gentiemen  consider  it  in  that  light,  they 
leavje  all  measures  of  right  and  wrong,  to  follow  a  delu- 
sion that  may  lead  to  destruction.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
thb  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  colonies, 
to  be  sovereign  and  supreme  in  every  circumstance  of 
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^vemmcnt  and  legislation  whatsoever  They  are  the 
subjects  of  this  kingdom,  equally  entitled  with  yourselves 
to  all  the  natural  rights  of  mankmd,  and  the  peculiar 
privileges  of  Englishmen* 

Equally  bound  by  its  laws,  and  equally  participating 
of  the  constitution  of  this  free  country,  the  Americans 
are  the  sons,  not  the  bastards  of  England  Taxation  is 
no  part  of  the  governing  or  legislative  power.  The 
taxes  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  grant  of  the  commons 
alone.  In  legislation  the  three  estates  of  the  realm  are 
alike  concerned ;  but  the  concurrency  of  the  peers  and 
the  crown  to  a  tax,  is  only  necessary  to  close  with  the 
form  of  St  law. 

The  gift  and  grant  is  of  the  commons  alone.  In 
ancient  days,  the  crown,  the  barons,  and  the  clei^, 
possessed  *  the  lands.  In  those  days,  the  barons  and 
the  clergy  gave  and  granted  to  the  crown.  They  gave 
and  granted  what  was  their  own.  At  present;  since  thcj 
discovery  of  America,  and  other  circumstances  permit- 
ting, the  commons  are  become  the  proprietors  of  the  land^ 
The  crown  has  divested  itself  of  its  great  estates. 
The  church  (God  bless  it)  has  but  a  pittance.  The  pro- 
perty  of  the  lords,  compared  with  that  of  the  commons, 
is  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  ;  and  this  house  re- 
presents  these  oommons,  the  proprietors  of  the  lands; 
and  those  proprietors  virtually  represent  the  rest  of  the 
inhabitants. 

When,  therefore,  in  this  house  we  give  and  grant, 
we  give  and  grant  what  is  our  own.  But  in  an  American 
tax,  what  do  we  do  ?  We,  your  majesty's  commons  of 
Great  Britain,  give  and  grant  to  your  majesty,  what? 
our  own  property  ? — ^No,  we  give  and  grant  to  your 
majesty  the  property  of  the  commons  of  America.  It 
is  an  absurdity  in  terms. 

The  distinction  between  legislation  and  taxation  is 
essentially  necessary  to  liberty.  The  crown,  the  peers, 
are  equally  legislative  powers  with  the  commons.  If  tax- 
ation be  a  part  of  simple  legislation,  the  crown,  the  peers. 
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have  rights  in  taxation  as  well  as  yourselves ;  rights  they 
will  claun,  which  they  will  exercise,  whenever  the  prin- 
ciple can  be  supported  by  power. 

There  is  an  idea  in  some,  that  the  colonies  are  vir- 
tually represented  in  this  house.  I  would  fain  know  by 
ivhom  an  American  is  represented  here?  Is  he  repre- 
sented by  any  knight  of  the  shire,  in  any  county  in  this 
kingdom  ?  Would  to  God  that  respectable  representa- 
tion was  augmented  to  a  greater  number.  Or  will  you 
tell  him  that  he  is  represented  by  any  representative  of  a 
borough, — a  borough  which^  perhaps,  no  man  ever  saw  ? 
That  b  what  is  called  the  rotten  part  of  the  constitution. 
It  cannot  continue  a  century.  If  it  does  not  drop  it 
must  be  amputated.  Thp  idea  of  a  virtual  representa- 
tion of  America  in  this  house,  is  the  most  contemptible 
idea  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  man. — It  does 
not  deserve  a  serious  consideration. 

The  commons  of  America,  represented  in  the!r  scvc^ 
ral  assemblies,  have  ever  been  in  possession  of  the 
exercise  of  this,  their  ^constitutional  right,,  of  giving  and 
granting^ their  own  money.  They  would  have  been  slaves 
if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it.  At  the  same  time,  this  king- 
dom, as  the  supreme  governing  and  legislative  power, 
has  always  bound  the  colonies  by  her  laws,  by  her  re*- 
gulations,  and  restrictions  in  trade,  in  navigation,  in 
manufactures,  in  every  thing,  except  that  of  taking  ^eir 
money  out  of  their  pockets  without  their  consent.  Here 
I  would  draw  the  line, 

Quam  ultra  dtraque  nequit  ctmsistere  rectum. 

He  concluded  with  a  familiar  voice  and  tone,  but  so 
low  that  it  was  not  easy  to  distinguish  what  he  said.  A 
considerable  pause  ensued  after  Mr.  Pitt  had  donq 
peaking* 
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MR.  GRENVILLE. 

The  following  is  a  neat,  clear,  logical,  and  I  think  masterly  Bpeech 
on  the  subject.  Nothing  could  be  put  hi  a  mora  simple  or  forci* 
ble  manner. 

iTis  Speech  on  the  Taxation  of  Amerita. 

Hb  began  with  censuring  the  ministry  very  severely,  for 
delaying  to  give  earlier  notice  to  parliament  of  the  dis- 
turbances  in  America.  He  said  they  began  in  July,  and 
now  we  are  in  the  middle  of  January ;  lately  they  were 
only  occurances;  they  are  now  grown  to  disturbances, 
to  tumults,  and  riots.  I  doubt  they  border  on  open  re- 
bellion ;  and  if  the  doctrine  I  have  heard  this  day  be 
confirmed,  I  fear  they  will  lose  that  name,  to  take  that 
of  a  revolution.  The  government  over  them  being  dis- 
solved, a  revolution  will  take  place  in  America.  I  can- 
not understand  the  difference  between  external  and  in- 
ternal taxes.  They  are  the  same  in  effect,  and  diflfer  on* 
ly  in  name.  That  this  kingdom  has  the  sovereign,  the 
supreme  legislative  power  over  America,  is  granted. 
It  cannot  be  denied ;  and  taxation  is  a  part  of  that 
sovereign  power.  It  is  one  branch  of  tlie  legislation. 
It  is,  it  has  been  exercised,  over  those  who  are  not, 
who  were  never  represented.  It  is  exereised  over  the 
India  Company,  the  merchants  of  London,  and  the  pro- 

frietors  of  the  stocks,  and  over  great  manufacturing  towns, 
t  was  exercised  over  the  county  palatine  of  Chester, 
and  the  bishoprick  of  Durham,  before  they  sent  any  re- 
presentatives to  parliament.  I  appeal  for  proof  to  the 
preambles  of  the  acts  which  gave  them  representatives ; 
one  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VHI.  the  other  in  that  of 
Charles  H.  He  then  quoted  the  acts,  and  desired  they 
might  be  read ;  which  being  done,  he  said :  When  I 
proposed  to  tax  America,  I  asked  the  house,  if  any 
gentleman  would  object  to  the  right ;  I  repeatedly  asked 
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it,  and  no  man  would  attempt  to  deny  it.  Protection 
and  obedience  are  reciprocal.  Great  Britain  protects 
America,  America  is  bound  to  yield  obedience.  If  not, 
tell  me  when  the  Americans  were  emancipated  ?  When 
they  want  the  protection  of  this  kingdom,  they  are  al- 
ways very  ready  to  ask  it.  That  protection  has  always 
been  afforded  them  in  the  most  full  and  ample  manner. 
The  nation  has  run  itself  into  an  immense  debt  to  give 
them  this  protection;  and  now  they  are  called  upon  to 
contribute  a  small  share  towards  the  public  expence,  an 
expence  arising  from  themselves^  they  renounce  your 
authority,  insult  your  officers,  and  break  out,  I  might 
almost  say,  in  open  rebellion. 

The  seditious  spirit  of  the  colonies  owes  its  birth  to 
Actions  in  this  house.  Gentlemen  are  careless  of  the 
omsequences  of  what  they  say,  provided  it  answers  the 
purposes  of  opposition. 

We  were  told  we  trod  on  tender  ground?  we  were 
bid  to  expect  disobedience.  What  was  this,  but  telling 
the  Americans  to  stand  out  against  the  law,  to  encourage 
their  obstinacy  with  expectation  of  support  from  hence  ? 
let  us  only  hold  out  a  litde,  they  would  say,  our  friends 
will  soon  be  in  power.  Ungrateful  people  of  America ! 
bomities  have  been  extended  to  them.  When  I  had  the 
honour  of  serving  the  crown,  while  you  yourselves  were 
loaded  with  an  enormous  debt,* you  have  ^ven  bounties 
on  their  lumber,  on  their  iron,  their  hemp,  and  many 
otber  articles.  You  have  relaxed,  in  their  favour,  the 
act  of  navigation,  that  palladium  of  British  commerce; 
and  yet  I  have  been  abused  in  all  the  public  papers  as 
an  enemy  to  the  trade  of  America.  I  have  been  par- 
ticularly  charged  with  giving  orders  and  instructions  to 
prevent  the  Spanish  trade,  and  thereby  stopping  the 
channel  by  which  alone  North  America  used  to  be  sup- 
plied with  cash  for  remittances  for  this  country.  I  defy 
any  man  to  produce  any  such  orders  or  instructions.  I 
discouraged  no  trade  but  what  was  illicit,  what  was  pro- 
lubtted  by  act  of  parliament.    I  desire  a  West  India 
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merchant,  well  known  in  this  city ,  (Mr.  Long,)  a  gentle- 
man of  character,  may  be  admitted.  He  will  tell  you, 
that  I  offered  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  advance 
the  trade  of  America.  I  was  above  giving  an  answer  to 
anonymous  calunmies ;  but  in  this  place,  it  becomes  me 
to  wipe  off  the  aspersion. 


MR.    PITT. 


His  Speech  in  Reply. 

Mr.  Pitt  said,  I  do  not  apprehend  I  am  speaking 
twice ;  I  did  expressly  reserve  a  part  of  my  subject,  in 
order  to  save  the  time  of  this  house  \  but  I  am  compell- 
ed to  proceed  m  it.  I  do  not  speak  twice ;  I  only  mean 
to  finish  what  I  designedly  left  imperfect.  But  if  the 
house  is  of  a  different  opinion,  far  be  it  from  me  to  in- 
dulge a  wish  of  transgression  against  order.  Here  he 
paused,  the  house  resounding  with,  go  on,  go  on — ^he 
proceeded:' 

Gentlemen,  sir,  (to  the  speaker)  I  have  been  chained 
with  giving  birth  to  the  sedition  in  America.  They  have 
spoken  their  sentiments  with  freedom  against  tins  un- 
happy act,  and  that  freedom  has  become  their  crime. 
Sorry  I  am  to  hear  the  liberty  of  speech  in  this  house, 
imputed  as  a  crime.  But  the  imputation  shall  not  dis- 
courage me.     It  is  a  liberty  I  mean  to  exercise. 

N9  gentleman  ought  to  be  afraid  to  exercise  it-^it  is  a 
liberty  by  which  the  gentleman  who  calumniates  it  might 
have  profited,  by  which  he  ought  to  have  profited.  He 
ought  to  have  desisted  from  his  project.  The  gentleman 
tell  us  America  is  obstinate  ;  America  is  almost  in  open 
rebellion.  I  rejoice  that  America  has  resisted.  Tlu^e 
millions  of  people,  so  dead  to  all  feelings  of  liberty  as 
voluntarily  to  submit  to  be  slaves,  would  have  been  fit 
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instniments  to  make  slaves  of  the  rest.  I  come  not  here 
armed  at  all  points,  with  law  cases  and  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, with  the  statute  book  doubled  down  in  dogs'-ears, 
to  defend  the  cause  of  liberty  :  if  I  had,  I  myself  would 
have  cited  the  two  cases  of  Chester  and  Durham :   I 
would  have  cited  them,  to  have  shewn  that  even  under  the 
most  arbitrary  reigns,  parliaments  were  ashamed  of  tax* 
ing  people  without  their  consent,  and  allowed  them  repre- 
sentatives.    Why  did  the  gentleman  confine  himself  to 
Chester  and  Durham  ?    He  might  have  taken  a  higher 
example  in  Wales ;  Wales,  that  never  was  taxed' by  par- 
liament  till  it  was  incorporated.     I  would  not  debate 
a  particular  point  of  law  with  the  gentleman :  I  know 
bis  abilities :  I  have  been  obliged  by  his  diligent  re* 
searches.    But  for  the  defence  of  liberty  upon  a  general 
principle,  upon  a  constitutional  principle,  it  is  a  ground 
upon  which  I  stand  firm ;  on  which  I  dare  meet  any 
man.     The  gentleman  tells  us  of  many  who  are  taxed, 
and  are  not  represented.     The  India  Company,  mer- 
chants, stock-holders,,  manufacturers.      Siu-ely  many  of 
these  are,  represented  in  other  capacities,   as  owners  of 
land^  or  as  freemen  of  boroughs.       It  is  a  misfortune 
that  more  are  not  actually  represented.     But  they  are 
all  inhabitants,  and,  as  such,  are  virtually  represented. 
Many  have  it  in  their  option  to  be  actually  represented. 
They  have  connections  with  those  that  elect,  and  Aey 
have  influence  over  them.      The  gentleman  mentioned 
the  stock-holders.    I  hope  he  does  not  reckon  the  debts 
of  the  nation  apart  of  the  national  estate.      Since  the 
accession  of  king  William,  many  ministers,    some  of 
great,  others  of  more  moderate  abilities,  have  taken  the 
lead  of  government.    He  then  went  through  the  list  of 
them,  bringing  it  down  till  he  came  to  himself,  giving  a 
short  sketch  of  the  characters  of  each  of  them.     None 
of  these,  he  said,  thought  or  ever  dreamed  of  robbing 
the  colonies  of  their  constitutional  rights.     That  was  re- 
served to  mark  the  era  of  the  late  administration:  not 
that  there  were  wanting  some,  when  I  had  the  honour 
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to  senre  his  majesty,  to  propose  to  me  to  bum  my  fin- 
gers with  an  American  stamp  act.  With  the  enemy  at 
their  back,  with  our  bayonets  at  their  breasts,  in  the 
day  of  their  distress,  perhaps  the  Americans  would  have 
submitted  to  the  imposition ;  but  it  would  have  been 
taking  an  ungenerous,  an  unjust  advantage.  The  gen- 
tleman boasts  of  his  bounties  to  America !  Are  not 
these  bounties  intended  finally  for  the  benefit  of  this 
kingdom  ?  If  they  are  not,  he  has  misapplied  the  na- 
tional treasures.  I  am  no  courtier  of  America,  I  stand 
up  for  this  kingdom.  I  maintain  that  the  parliament  has 
a  right  to  bind,  to  restrain  America* 

Our  legislative  power  over  the  colonies  is  supreme. 
When  it  ceases  to  be  sovereign  and  supreme,  I  would 
advise  every  gentleman  to  sell  his  lands,  if  he  can, 
and  embark  for  that  country.  Where  two  countries  are 
connected  together  like  England  and  her  colonies,  with- 
out being  incorporated,  the  one  must  necessarily  govern  ; 
the  greater  must  rule  the  less ;  but  so  rule  it,  as  not  to 
contradict  the  fundameiltal  principles  that  are  common 
to  both.  If  the  gentleman  docs  not  understand  the  dif- 
ference between  external  and  internal  taxes,  I  cannot 
help  it ;  but  there  is  a  plain  distinction  between  taxes 
levied  for  the  purposes  of  raising  a  revenue,  and  duties 
imposed  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  subject  ^  although,  in  the  consequen- 
ces, some  revenue  might  incidentally  arise  fix)m  the 
latter.  The  Gentleman  asks,  when  were  the  colonies 
emancipated  ?  But  I  desire  to  know,  when  were  they 
made  slaves  ?  but  I  dwell  not  upon  words.  When  I 
had  the  honour  of  serving  his  majesty,  I  avsuled  myself 
of  the  means  of  information  which  I  derived  from  my 
office.  I  speak  therefore  from  knowledge.  My  ma- 
terials were  good.  I  was  at  pains  to  collect,  to  digest, 
to  consider  them  ;  and  I  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that  the 
profits  to  Great  Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies, 
through  all  its^  branches,  is  two  millions  a  year.  This 
is  the  fund  that  carried  you  triumphantly  through  the  last 
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Var.  The  estates  that  were  rented  at  two  thousand 
pounds  a  year«  three  score  years  ago,  are  at  three  thou- 
sand at  present.  Those  estates  .sold  then  from  fifteen 
to  eighteen  years  purchase ;  the  same  may  be  now  sold 
for  thirty. 

You. owe  this  to  America.  This  is  the  price  that 
America  pays  you  for  her  protection.  And  shall  a  mi- 
serable financier  come  with  a  boast,  that  he  can  fetch  a 
pepper-com.into  the  exchequer,  to  the  loss  of  a  million  to 
the  nation !  I  dare  not  say,  how  much  higher  these  pro- 
fits may  be  augmented.  Omitting  the  immense  increase 
of  people,  by.  natural  population,  in  the  nothem  colo^ 
mes,.and  the  migration  from  every  part  of  Europe,  I 
am  convinced  the  whole  commercial  system  of  America 
may  be  altered  tp  advantage.  You  have  prohibited  where 
you  ought  to  have  encouraged ;  you  have  encouraged 
where  you  ought  to  have  prohibited-  Improper  restraints 
have  been  laid  on  the  ccmtinent,  in  favour  of  the  islands. 
You  have  but  two  nations  to  trade  with  in  America* 
Would  you  had  twenty !  Let  acts  of  parliament  in  con-^ 
sequence  of  treaties  remain^  but  let  not  an  English  mi- 
nbter  become  a  custom-house  officer  for  Spain,  or  for 
any  foreign  power*  Much  is  wrong,  much  may  be 
amended  for  die  general  good  of  the  whole. 

Does  the  gentleman  complain  he  has  been  tnisrepre- 
sented  in  the  public  prints?  It  is  a  common  misfor- 
tune«  In  the  Spanish  afiair  of  the  last  war\  I  was  abused 
in  all  the  newspapers,  for  having  advised  his  majesty  to 
violate  the  laws  of  nations  with  regard  to  Spain.  The 
abuse  was  industriously  circulated  even  in  handbills* 
If  administration  did  not  propagate  the  abuse^  adminis- 
tration never  contradicted  it.  I  will  not  say  what  advice 
I  did  give  to  the  king.  My  advice  is  in  writings  signed 
by  myself,  in  the  possession  of  the  crown.  But  I  will 
say  what  advice  I  did  not  give  to  the  king:  I  did  not 
advise  him  to  violate  any  of  the  laws  of  nations. 

As  to  the  report  of  the  gendeman's  preventing  in  some 
way  the  trade  for  bullion  with  the  Spaniards,  it  was 
spoken  of  so  confidendy  that  I  own  I  am  one  of  thos« 
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who  did  believe  it  to  be  trae.  The  gentfeman  must  Mt 
wonder  he  was  not  contradicted,  when,  as  tibo  fnkaisterp 
he  asserted  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America.  I 
know  not  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modesty  in  this  house 
which  does  not  choose  to  contradict  a  minister*  Even 
four  chair,  sir,  looks  too  often  towards  St.  James's.  I 
wish  gentlemen  would  get  the  better  of  this  modesty  & 
if  they  do  not,  perhaps  the  collective  body  may  beeiii 
to  abate  of  its  respect  for  the  representative.  Lord&u 
con  has  told  me,  that  a  great  question  would  not  fiul  of 
befaig  agitated  at  one  time  or  another.  I  was  willing  to 
agitate  that  at  the  proper  season,  the  German  war  :-~my 
Carman  war  they  called  it.  Every  sessions  I  called  out. 
Has  any  body  any  objection  to  the  German  war  9  No^ 
body  would  object  to  it,  one  gentleman  only  excepted,* 
since  removed  to  the  upper  house  by  suceesrion  to  an 
ancient  barony,  (meaning  lord  Le  Despencer,  formerly 
Sir  Francis  Dadiwood. )  He  told  me,  ^^  He  did  not  like 
a  Grerman  war."  I  honoured  the  man  for  it,  and  was 
sorry  when  he  was  turned  out  of  his  post.  A  great  deal 
has  been  said  without  doors  of  the  power,  of  the  strength 
of  America.  It  is  a  topic  that  ought  to  be  cautiously 
meddled  with.  In  a  good  cause,  on  a  sound  bottom, 
the  force  of  this  country  can  crash  America  to  atoms. 
I  know  the  valoui*  of  your  troops.  I  know  the  skill  of 
your  officers.  There  is  not  a  company  of  foot  that  has 
served  in  America  out  of  which  you  may  not  pick  a 
man  of  sufficient  knowledge  and  experience  to  make  a 
governor  of  a  colony  there.  But  on  this  ground,  on  the 
stamp  act,  which  so  many  here  will  think  a  crying^  injus- 
tice, I  am  one  who  will  lift  up  my  hands  against  it. 

In  such  a  cause,  your  success  would  be  hasardous. 
America,  if  she  fell,  would  fall  like  the  strong  man ; 
she  would  embrace  the  pillars  of  the  state,  and  pull 
down  the  constitution  along  with  her.  Is  this  your 
boasted  peace — ^not  to  sheathe  the  sword  in  its  scabbard, 
but  to  sheathe  it  in  the  bowels  of  your  countrymen  9  Will 
you  quarrel  with  yourselves,  now  the  whole  house  of 
bourbon  is  imited  against  you,  while  France  disturbs 
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your  ialieries  in  Newfoundland,  embarrasses  your  dave 
trade  to  Africa,  and  withholds  from  your  subjects  in  Ca- 
nada their  propefty  stipulated  by  litaty  ;  while  the  ran- 
som for  tiie  Manillas  is  denied  by  Spain,  and  its  gallant 
conqueror  basely  traduced  into  a  mean  plunderer.;  a 
gentleman  (colonel  Draper)  whose  noble  and  generous 
spirit  would  do  honour  to  the  proudest  grandee  of  the 
country  ?  The  Americans  have  not  acted  in  all  things 
with  prudence  and  temper;  they  have  been  wronged i 
they  hate  been  driven  to  nukdness,  by  injustice.  Will 
you  punish  them  for  the  madness  you  have  occasioned  ?^ 
Rather  let  prudence  and  temper  come  first  from  this 
side.  I  wiU  undertake  for  America  that  she  will  follow 
the  example*  There  are  two  lines  in  a  ballad  of  Prior's, 
of  a  man's  behaviour  to  his  wife,  so  ap{dicable  to  you 
and  your  colonies,  that  I  cannot  help  repeating  thepi : 

«  Be  to  her  feultt  a  little  Mind  ; 
Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind.** 

Upon  the  whde,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the  house 
what  is  really  my  opinion.  It  is,  that  the  stamp  act  be 
repealed  absolutely,  totally,  and  immediately.  That  the 
reason  for  the  repeal  be  ass^^ed  because  it  was  founded 
<m  an  erroneous  principle.  At  the  same  timei,  let  the 
sovereign  authority  of  this  country  over  the  colonies  be 
asserted  in  as  strong  terms  as  can  be  devised,  and  be 
made  to  extend  to  every  point  of  legislation  whatsoever ; 
that  we  may  bind  their  trade,  confine  their  manufac- 
tures, and  exercise  every  power  whatsoever,'  except  that 
of  taking  their  money  out  of  their  pockets  without  their 
consent. 
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WILLIAM  MURRAY, 

(bARX.  QV   HA«STimLI>0 


Was  the  fonrth  son  of  the  carl  of  Stormont,  and  horn  at  Perth  in 
1705.  He  was  educated  at  Westminster  school,  and  afterwards 
at  Oxford,  where  he  took  his  degrees.  On  being  called  to  the  bar, 
his  eloquence  gained  him  many  admirers ;  and  he  was  called  by  Pope 
«*  the  silver-tongued  Murray.**  In  1742,  he  became  solicitor-gene- 
ral, and  was  elected  member  of  parliament.  In  1754,  he  was  made 
attorney-general,  and  in  1756,  chief  justice  of  the  king's  bench, 
soon  after  which  he  was  created  baron  Mansfield,  He  resigned 
his  office  in  1768,  owing  to  his  infirmides,  and  died  in  1793.  The 
reputation  which  he  acquired,  both  as  a  lawyer  and  a  speaker,  was 
not  unmerited.  I  betieve  his  character  has  been  in  all  respects  as 
justly  appreciated  as  that  of  most  men.  He  was  undoubtedly  a 
man  of  ereat  abilides  and  great  acquirements  ;  but  he  was  neither 

'  a  very  great  nor  a  very  honest  man.  He  was  a  man  of  nice  per- 
ceptions, of  an  acute  and  logical  understanding,  of  a  diear  and 
comprehensive  mind,  as  far  as  the  habits  of  his  profession  and 
his  pursuits  in  life  would  suffer  him  to  be  so.  Indeed  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  say,  what  are  ,the  capacides  of  a  man  of  this  chamctery 
whose  views  are  cramped  and  confined  by  the  servility  of  oflice  ; 
who  adjusts  the  dimensions  of  his  understanding  according  to  the 
size  of  the  occasion  ;  whose  reason  is  constantly  the  puppet  of  his 
will  ;  whose  powers  expand  in  the  gleam  of  popularity,  or  shrink  and 
shrivel  up  at  the  touch  of  power.  There  was  a  natural  andpathy 
between  his  mind  and  lord  Chatham's.  The  one  was  ardent  and 
impetuous :  the  other  was  cool,  circumspect,  wary,  delighting  in 
difficulties  and  subtlety,  proud  rather  of  distrusdng  its  natural 
feelings  and  detecting  errors  in  them,  than  impadent  of  any  thing 
that  thwarted  their  course,  and  exerdng  all  its  powers  to  prove 
them  to  be  right.    The  manner  in  which  lord  Chatham  always 

'  spoke  of  Mansfield  was  the  most  pointed  that  could  be  :  Junius 
fiid  not  treat  bim  with  more  sarcastic  bitterness  and  contempt, 
Indeed  there  is  a  striking  coincidenae  between  the  opinions  and 
sendmeiHs  of  that  celebrated  writer,  and  those  of  lord  Chatham, 
in  many  respects.  They  had  the  same  political  creed  and  the 
^ame  personal  prejudices.  Chatham  had  not  only  the  same 
marked  dislike  to  lord  Mansfield,  hut  he  had  evidently  the  same 
perspnal  dislike  to  die  king,  always  directing  his  censures  not  so 
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much  against  Us  measures,  aa  the  man ;  always  traeiag  fhem  be*' 
yond  his  ministers  to  the  throne  itself,  imd  connection  them  with 
a  deliberate  plan  to  overturn  the  balance  of  the  consdtudon, 
and  undermine  the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  has  expressed 
the  same  unpopular  ojunion  respecting  the  impressing  of  sea- 
men that  Junius  has  dc«e ;  which  is  rather  angular  in  two  men 
professing  so  strong  an  attachment  to  the  liberty  of  the  s^tijecty 
and  who  so  generally  appealed  to  popular  feelings.  It  is  to  be 
remembered,  also,  that  Junius  speaks  o£  certain  mysterious  ar- 
rangements, and  expresses  himself  concerning  certain  characters, 
in  a  tdne  of  confidence  and  with  a  degree  of  asperity  which  could 
hardly  be  expected  in  any  one  who  was  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  secrets  of  the  cabinet.  As  to  the  differenceaof 
stile  between  Junius's  letters  and  lord  Chatham's  speeches,  though 
they  are  very  great,  I  do  not  think  they  are  se  great  but^  that  they 
may  be  accounted  for  from  the  mere  difierence  between  writing  and 
speaking.  The  materials  themselves  are  not  essentially  different : 
thfi  difference  is  in  the  manner  of  working  them  up.  There  is 
none  of  that  pointed  neatness,  that  brilliant  contrast,  that  artificial 
modula^n,  and  elaborate  complexity  in  the  style  of  lord  Chat- 
lum's  speeches  that  there  is  in  Junius ;  and  there  is  a  flow,  a  rapi- 
dity* a  vehemence  and  ardour  in  them,  that  is  totally  wanting  in 
Junius.  At  the  same  time,  I  can  easily  conceive  that  a  man  like 
lord  Chatham,  who  had  gsdned  the  highest  reputation  as  an  orator, 
and  was  satisfied  with  the  proofs  he  had  given  of  the  force  and 
solidity  of  his  mind,  should  take  a  pride  in  exciting  the  admira- 
tion of  the  public  by  the  neatness  and  elegance  of  his  compo- 
sitions, by  adding  delicacy  to  strength,  by  the  minute  refinements 
and  graceful  ornaments  of  style  :  as  your  bold,  dashing  designers 
have  generally  (to  shew  the  versatility  of  their  talents)  executed 
their  small  cabinet  pieces  in  a  style  of  the  most  highly  finished 
comsctness.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  lord 
Chatham,  even  supposing  him  to  have  been  master  of  all  the  sub- 
tlety and  exactness  of  Junius,  would  have  spoken  in  any  other 
manner  than  he  did.  It  would  have  been  nearly  impossible  to 
spei^  as  Junius  writes ;  and  besides,  he  was  a  man  of  too  much 
sense  to  forego  the  advantages  which  his  person,  voice,  and  man- 
ner afforded  him  in  that  impressive,  simple,  manly  style  which  he 
adopted,  and  which  they  could  not  have  afforded  him  equally  in 
any  other,  for  the  reputation  of  an  elegant  speaker.  As  to  the 
clwracter  which  Junius  gives  of  lord  Chatham,  it  is  just  such  a 
chamcter  as  a  man  woutf  give  of  himself.  Both  his  silence 
and  his  praise  are  suspicious.  Though  I  do  not,  on  the  whole, 
think  it  probable  that  Lord  Chatham  was  the  author  of  Junius, 
yet  I  think  that  he  was  by  far  the  most  likely  person  that  has  been 
named.  He  was  about  equal  to  the  task.  He  had  the  same  pith 
^  oervet  the  same  scuteness  and  vigour :  he  worked  in  the  same 
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ttfotftf  as  J«los>  wM  a  litti^  Ms  shafpwesa  aftd  fihtaesB  » tlie  ex« 
ec«li;oii9  and  nore  boldness  ia  Ike  deaign.  Burke  was  abcrre  it, 
Dttfmifig  was  below  it.  If  was  phyncally  impossible  that  Burke 
should  haire  been  the  author.  He  could  no  mere  bare  written  Ju- 
nicM)  firotn  the  eicuberaDce  and  origkialky  of  liis  mind,  tten  Dun- 
fifaig  Goald  hKfe  writlea  it,  from  the  poverty  of  kis.  The  spee^ea 
of  tihe  latter  are  Mas  ^  OB  tke  resuaiider  Uscist  alter  a  voyage/' 
No  human  art  could  have  moulded  his  stiff  set  meagre  sentences, 
ti4th  all  the  techidcad  formality  and  servile  exactness  of  a  legal  docu- 
menty  into  the  harmonknia  comiiiiiations  and  gnieef ul  inflecdaaa  of 
JuniuB's  style.  It  is  most  l&ely  that  it  will  never  be  known  who 
Junius  really  ^sraa,  and  i  do  not  wish  it  ever  skooM ;  it  is  a  aort 
of  singular  phenomenon^  and  curious  riddle  in  the  kistory  of  lite- 
rature. It  is  better  that  it  should  remain  a  secret,  and  be  something 
to  wonder  at,  than  that  by  it*s  being  expfeinedy  every  one  akould 
become  perfectly  satisfied  and  perfectly  indifferent  about  it^ 


On  a  motion  of  Lord  Chatham^s  to  address  the  King  on 
the  State  of  the  Nation. 

LoKD  Mansfi£lp  began  vnUx  affirming,  that  he  had 
aever  delivered  any  opinion  upon  the  legality  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  house  of  commons  on  the  Mid^e- 
jdex  election,  nor  should  he  now,  notwithstandiiig  uiy 
thing  that  might  be  expected  from  him.  That  he  had 
locked  it  up  in  his  own  breast,  and  it  should  die  with 
him  :  that  he  wished  to  avoid  speaking  on  the  subject ; 
but  that  the  motion  made  by  the  nobie  lord  (Chathan,) 
was  of  a  nature  too  extraordinary,  and  too  alarming, 
to  suffer  him  to  be  silent.  He  acknowledged  the  un- 
happy distracted  stat«  of  the  nation ;  but  he  was  happy 
enough  to  affirm,  with  a  safe  conscience,  that  he  had 
no  ways  contributed  to  it.  That  in  his  own  opinion, 
declarations  of  the  law  made  by  either  house  of  parlia- 
ment, ytf'ttc  always  attended  with  bad  effects ;  he  con* 
stantly  opposed  them  whenever  he  had  an  opportuni- 
ty,  and  in  his  judicial  capacity,  thought  himselJP  bound 
never  to  pay  the  least  regard  to  them.  That  although 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  illegality  of  general  warrants 
(which  indeed,  naming  no  pers^is^  were  no  warrants  at 
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afl,)  Ke  frai  sorrjrtvsee  the  house  of  cofmsioiw  by  ttseir 
vote  declare  them  to  be  illegal:  that  it  looked  likcalegiak 
lativeact,  whichyet  had  no  force  norefTect  as  a  law;  for  sup^ 
^ing  die  house  had  dedaned  them  to  be  legal,  the  eouits 
m  Westminster  -would  nevertheless  hove  been  bound  to 
deefere  the  contrary ;  and  consequently  to  throw  a  disre* 
speet  upon  the  vote  of  the  house.  Buthemadeawidedis* 
tincticm  between  the  general  declarations  of  law,  and  the 
partieohur  decision  which  might  be  made  by  eidier  house^ 
in  their  judicial  capacity,  upon  a  case  coming  reg^arly 
before  them,  and  property  the  subject  of  their  jurisdiction* 
That  hese  they  did  not  act  as  legislators^  pronouncing 
abatraetedly  and  generally  what  tlu)  law  was,  and  for  the 
direction  of  others^  but  as  judges  drawing  the  law  from 
die  several  sources  from  which  it  ought  to  be  drawn,  for 
their  own  guidance  in  deciding  the  particular  question 
befoK  them,  and  applying  it  strictly  to  the  decision  of 
that  cjuestion*  That  for  his  own  part,  wherever  the  sta« 
tnte  law  was  silent,  he  knew  not  where  to  look  for  the 
law  of  paiiaaments,  or  for  a  definition  of  the  privileges 
of  eid^  house,  except  in  the  jMx>eeedings  and  deci^ons 
of  eadb  hoase  respectively.  That  he  knew  of  no  par-^ 
fiamentary  code  to  judge  of  questions  depending  upon 
the  judicial  authority  of  parliament,  but  the  practices  of 
each  hoase,  moderated  or  extended  according  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  house,  and  accommodated  to  the  cases  before 
them.  That  a  question  touching  the  seat  of  a  member 
in  the  lower  house,  could  only  be  determined  by  that 
hooae ;  there  was  no  other  court  where  it  could  be  tried, 
Bor  to  which  there  could  be  an  appeal  from  their  deci- 
sion. That  wherever  a  court  of  justice  is  supreme,  and 
their  sentence  final  (which  he  apprehended  no  man  wojuld 
dispute  waa  the  case  of  the  house  of  commons  in  mat* 
ters  touching  elections)  the  determination  of  that  court 
must  be  received  and  submitted  to  as  the  law  of  the  land ; 
for  if  there  be  no  appeal  from  a  judicial  sentence,  where 
shall  that  sentence  be  questioned,  or  how  can  it  be  re- 
versed ?  He  admitted  that  judges  might  be  corrupt,  and 
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their  sentences  erroneous;  but  Acse were  caecs  fofwUch^' 
in  respect  to  supreme  courts,  the  constitution  had  pro- 
vided no  remedy.  That  if  they  wilfully  determined 
wrong,  it  was  iniquitous  indeed,  and  in  the  highest  de* 
gree  detestible  But  it  was  a  crime,  of  which  no  human 
tribunal  could  take  cognizance,  and  it  lay  between  God 
and  their  consciences.  That  he  avoided  entering  into  the 
merits  of  the  late  decision  of  the  house  of  commons,  be- 
cause it  was  a  subject  he  was  convinced  the  lords  had 
no  right  to  enquire  into  or  discuss.  That  the  amend-^ 
ment  proposed  by  the  noble  lord,  threatened  the  most 
pernicious  consequences  to  the  nation,  as  it  manifestly 
violated  every  form  and  law  of  parliament,  was  a  gross 
attack  upon  the  privileges  of  the  house  of  commons,  and 
instead  of  promoting  that  harmony  which  the  king  had 
recommended,  must  inevitably  throw  the  whole  country 
into  a  flame.  That  there  never  was  an  instance  of  the 
lords  enquiring  into  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons with  respect  to  their  own  menibers ;  much  less  of 
their  taking  upon  them  to  censure  such  proceedings,  or 
df  their  advising  the  crown  to  take  notice  of  tibiem*  If^ 
indeed,  it  be  the  noble  lord's  design  to  quarrel  with  the 
house  of  commons,  I  confess  it  will  have  that  effect,  and 
immediately  the  lower  house  will  undoubtedly  assert  their 
privileges,  and  give  you  vote  for  vote.  I  leave  it,  there- 
fore, to  your  lordships,  to  consider  the  fetal  effects 
which  may  arise  in  such  a  conjuncture  as  the  present, 
either  from  an  open  breach  between  the  two  houses  of 
parliament,  or  between  the  king  and  the  house  of  com- 
mons. But,  my  lords,  if  I  could  suppose  it  were  even 
advisable  to  promote  a  disagreement  between  the  two 
houses,  I  would  still  recommend  it  to  you  to  take  care 
to'be  in  the  right.  Whenever  I  am  forced  into  a  quarrel, 
I  will  always  endeavour  to  have  justice  on  my  side.  Now, 
my  lords,  admitting  the  house  of  commo9s  to  have  done 
wrong ;  will  it  mend  the  matter  for  your  lordships  to 
do  ten  times  worse  ?  and  that  I  am  clearly  convinced 
would  be  the  case,  if  your  lordships  were  (^liged  to  de- 
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thtfe  any  q^inion  of  your  own,  or  ofier  any  advice  to 
the  crown ;  a  matter  in  which^  by  the  constitution  of  this 
country,  you  liavc  no  right  whatever  10  interfere*     I 
I  will  go  further,  my  lonls ;  I  will  affirm,  that  such  a 
step  would  be  as  ineffectual  as  it  would  be  irregular. 
Suppose  the  king,  in  consequence  of  our  advice,  should 
di^lve  the  parliament  (for  that,  I  presume,  is  the  true 
object  of  the  noble  lord's  amendment,)  the  next  house 
of  conunons  that  meets,  if  they  know  any  thing  of  their 
own  privileges,  or  the  laws  of  this  country,  will,  un* 
doubtedly,  on  the  very  first  day  of  the  session,  take 
notice  of  our  proceedings,  and  declare  them  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  rights  of  the  commons.     They  must  do 
BO,  my  lords,  or  they  will  shamefully  betray  flieir  con- 
stituents and  themselves.     A  noble  lord  (lord  March- 
mont)  near  me,  has  proposed,  that  we  should  demand 
a  conference  with  the  other  house*     It  would  be  a  more 
moderate  step,  I  confess,  but  equally  ineffectual^     The 
commons  would  never  submit  to  discuss  their  own  privi* 
leges  with  the  lords.     They  would  not  come  to  a  con- 
ference upon  such  a  subject ;  or  if  they  did,  they  would 
soon  break  it  up  with  indignation.     If,  then,  Uie  com- 
mcms  have  done  wrong,  I  know  of  no  remedy,  but 
either  that  the  same  power  should  undo  the  mischief 
they  have  done^  (x*  that  the  case  should  be  provided 
for  by  an  act  of  the  legislature.     That,  indeed,  might 
be  effectual.    But  wheSier  such  a  remedy  be  proper  or 
necessary  in  the  present,  case,  or  whether,  indeed,  it  be 
attainable,  considering  that  the  other  house  must  give 
their  consent  to.it,  is  not  a  question  now  before  us.    If 
such  a  bill  should  be  proposed,  it  will  be  regular  and 
parliamentary,  and  we  may  then,  with  propriety,  en- 
ter  into  the  legal  merits  of  the  decision  of  the  house  of 
commons.    As  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  no- 
blc  lord,  I  object  to  it  as  irregular  and  unparliamentary. 
I   am  persuaded,  that  it  will  be  attended  with  very 
pernicious  consequences  to  this  country,  and  that  it  caii- 
not  possibly  produce  a  single  good  one. 
Vol.  II.  4 
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My  Lordi, 

Tfl£RE  is  one  pldn  tnaxini,  to  wUch  I  have  mvariablf 
adhered  through  life  ;  that  in  every  question,  in  which 
my  liberty  or  my  property  were  concerned,  I  should  con- 
sult and  be  determined  by  the  dictates  of  common  sense* 
I  confess,  my  lords,  that  I  am  apt  to  distrust  the  rdBoe- 
ments  of  learning,  because  I  have  seen  the  ablest  and 
the  most  learned  men  equally  liable  to  deceive  them« 
selves  and  to  mislead  others.     The  condition  of  human 
nature  would  be  lamentable  indeed,  if  nothing  less  than 
the  greatest  learning  and  talents,  which  fall  to  the  share 
of  so  small  a  number  of  men,  were  sufficient  to  direct 
our  judgment  and  our  conduct.    But  providence  has 
taken  better  care  of  our  happiness,  and  given  us,  in  the 
simplicity  of  common  sense,  a  rule  for  our  direction,  1^ 
which  we  never  shall  be  misded.    I  confess,  my  l<H*ds,  I 
had  no  other  guide  in  drawing  up  the*  amendment  which 
I  submitted  to  your  consideration :  and  before  I  hesBnd 
the  opinion  of  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  I  did  not 
conceive,  that  it  was  even  within  the  limits  of  possibility^ 
for  the  ^eatest  human  genius,  the  most  subtle  under* 
standing,  or  the  acutest  wit,  so  strangely  to  mian^re- 
sent  my  meaning,  and  give  it  an  interpretation  so  entire- 
ly  foreign  from  what  1  intended  to  express^  and  from 
that  sense  which  the  verv  terms  of  the  amendment  plainly 
and  distinctly  carry  with  them.    If  there  be  the  smallest 
foundation  for  the  censure  thrown  upon  me  by  that  ndbte 
lord ;  if,  either  expressly  or  by  the  most  distant  imi^ioa- 
tion,  I  have  said  or  insinuated  any  part  of  what  the  noble 
lord  has  charged  me  with,  discard  the  opinions  for  evtf  , 
discard  the  motion  with  contempU 
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My  iords,  I  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  house* 
Neither  will  my  health  permit  me,  nor  do  I  pretend  to 
be  qualified  to  fdUow  that  learned  lord  minutely  through 
the  whole  of  his  argument.  No  man  is  better  acquainted 
with  his  abilities  or  his  learning,  nor  has  a  greater  re« 
spect  for  them,  than  I  have.  I  Imve  had  the  pleasure  of 
Siting  with  him  in  the  other  house,  and  always  listened 
to  him  with  attention.  I  have  not  now  lost  a  word  of 
what  he  said,  nor  did  I  ever.  Upon  the  present  ques* 
tma,  I  meet  him  without  fear.  The  evidence  which 
truth  carries  with  it,  is  superior  to  all  argument ;  it  neither 
wants  the  support,  nor  dre^  the  opposition  of  the 
greatest  abilities.  If  there  be  a  single  word  in  the  amend* 
meni  to  justify  the  interpretation  which  the  noble  lord 
has  been  pleased  to  give  it,  I  am  ready  to  renounce  the 
whole  !  let  it  be  read,  my  lords :  let  it  speak  for  itself. 
(It  was  read.)-*In  what  instance  does  it  interfere  with 
the  privileges  of  the  house  of  commons  ?  In  what  re- 
sptd  does  it  question  their  jurisdiction,  or  suppose  an 
authority  in  this  house  lo  arraign  the  justice  of  ^eir  sen* 
fence  ?  I  am  sure  that  every  lord  who  hears  me,  will 
bear  me  witness  that  I  said  not  one  word  touching  the 
merks'  of  the  Middlesex  electicm :  far  from  ccxiveying 
any  opinion  upon  that  matter  in  the.  amendment,  I  did 
not  even  in  discourse  deliver  my  own  sentiments  upon  it. 
I  did  not  say  that  the  house  of  commons  had  done  either 
r%ht  or  wrong  :  but,  when  his  majesty  was  pleased  to 
recommend  it  to  us  to  cultivate  unanimity  among  our. 
selves,  I  thought  it  the  duty  of  this  house,  as  the  ^[reat 
hereditary  council  of  the  crown,  to  state  to  his  majesty 
the  distracted  condition  of  his  dominions,  together  with 
the  events  which  had  destroyed  unanimity  among  his  sub« 
jects.  But,  my  lords,  I  stated  those  events  mei'ely  aa 
fects,  without  the  smallest  addition  either  of  censure  or 
of  opinion.  They  are  facts,  my  lords,  which  I  am  not 
<Hily  convinced  are  true,  but  which  I  know  are  indisput« 
dbly  true.  Fot  example,  my  lords ;  will  any  man  deny 
that  dilK^ontents  prevail  in  many  parts  of  his  majesty's  do« 
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minions  ?  or  that  those  discontents  arise  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  house  of  commons,  touching  the  declar* 
ed  incapacity  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ?  It  is  impossible  :  no 
man  can  deny  a  truth  so  notorious,  nor  will  any  man 
deny  that  those  proceedings  refused,  by  a  resolution  of 
one  branch  of  the  legislature  only,  to  the  subject,  his 
common  right.  Is  it  not  indisputably  true,  my  lords^ 
that  Mr.  Wilkes  had  a  common  right,  and  that  he  lost  it 
no  other  way  but  by  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  com« 
mons?  My  lords,  I  have  been  tender  of  misrq)re8ent- 
ing  the  house  of  commons ;  I  have  consulted  their  jour- 
nak,  and  have  taken  the  very  words  of  their  own  resolu- 
tion. Do  they  not  tell  us,  in  so  many  words,  that  Mr. 
Wilkes  having  been  expelled,  was  thereby  rendered  in- 
capable of  serving  in  tfiat  parliament  9  And  is  it  nol 
their  resolution  alone,  which  refuses  to  the  subjeet  his 
common  right  ?  The  amendment  says  farther,  that  the 
electors  of  Middlesex  are  deprived  of  their  free  choice 
of  a  representative.  Is  this  a  false  feet,  my  lords?  or 
have  I  given  an  unfair  representation  of  it  f  Will  any 
man  presume  to  affirm  that  colonel  Luttrell  is  the  fiw 
choice  of  the  electors  of  Middlesex  ?  We  all  know  the 
contrary.  We  all  know  that  Mr.  Wilkes  (whom  I  men- 
tion without  either  praise  or  censure)  was  the  favourite  of 
the  country,  and  chosen,  by  a  very  great  and  acknow- 
ledged majority,  to  represent  them  in  parliament.  If 
the  noble  lord  dislikes  the  manner  in  which  these  fecta 
are  stated,  I  shall  think  myself  happy  in  being  advised 
by  him  how  to  alter  it.  I  am  very  little  anxious  about 
terms,  provided  the  substances  be  preserved  ;  and  these 
are  facts,  my  lords,  which  I  am  sure  will  always  retain 
their  weight  and  importance,  in  whatever  form  of  lan^ 
guage  they  are  described. 

Now,  my  lords,  since  I  have  been  forced  to  enter  in- 
to the  explanation  of  an  amendment,  in  which  nothings 
less  than  the  genius  of  penetration  could  have  discovered 
an  obscurity  ;  and  having,  as  I  hope,  redeemed  my- 
self in  the  opinion  of  the  house  ;  having  redeemed  my 
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motion  from  the  severe  representation  given  of  it  by  the 
noble  lord,  I  must  a  little  longer  intreat  your  lord^ps* 
indulgence.  The  constitution  of  tlus  country  has  been 
openly  invaded  in  fiutt ;  and  I  have  heard  with  horror 
and  astonishment,  that  very  invasion  defended  upon 
principle.  What  is  this  mysterious  power,  undefined  by 
law,  unknown  to  the  subject,  which  we  must  not  approach 
without  awe,  nor  spe^  of  without  reverence ;  which 
no  man  may  question,  and  to  which  all  men  must  submit  f 
My  lords,  I  thought  ^e  slavish  doctrine  of  passive  obedi* 
ence  had  long  since  been  exploded :  and,  when  our  kings 
were  obliged  to  confess  that  their  title  to  the  crown,  and 
the  rule  of  their  government,  had  no  other  foundation  than 
the  known  laws  of  the  land,  I  never  expected  to  hear 
a  divine  right,  or  a  divine  infallibility,  attributed  to  any 
other  branch  of  the  legislature.  My  lords,  I  beg  to  be 
understood  :  no  man  respects  the  house  of  commons 
more  than  I  do,  or  would  contend  more  strenuously  than 
I  would  to  preserve  them  their  just  and  legal  authority. 
Within  the  bounds  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  that 
authority  is  necessary  to  the  well  being  of  the  people  ;  be- 
▼ond  that  line  every  exertion  of  power  is  arbitrary,  is 
illegal ;  it  threatens  tyranny  to  the  people,  and  destruc- 
tion  to  the  state.'  Power,  without  right,  is  the  most 
odious  and  detestable  object  that  can  be  offered  to  the  hu- 
man imagination  ;  it  is  not  only  pernicious  to  those  who 
are  subject  to  it,  but  tends  to  its  own  destruction.  It  is 
what  my  noble  friend  (lord  Lyttieton)  has  truly  describe 
ed  it,  res  detestabilis  et  oaduca.  My  lords,  1  acknow- 
ledge the  just  power,  and  reverence  the  constitution  of 
the  house  of  commons.  It  is  for  their  own  sakes  that  I 
would  prevent  their  assuming  a  power  which  the  con- 
stitution has  denied  them,  lest,  by  grasping  at  an  autho- 
rity they  have  no  right  to,  they  should  forfeit  that  which 
they  legally  possess.  My  l(»ds,  I  affirm  that  they  have 
betrayed  their  constituents,  and  violated  the  constitution. 
Under  pretence  of  declaring  the  Is^w,  they  have  made  a 
law,  and  united  ki  the  same  persons  the  office  of  legisla^ 
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tor  and  of  judge.  I  shall  endeavour  to  adbete  strictfy  to 
the  noble  lord's  doOrine,  which  it  is  indeed  impossible  to 
mistake,  as  far  as  my  memory  will  permit  me  to  preserve 
his  expression.  He  seems  fond  of  the  word  jurisdictioa ; 
and  I  confess,  with  the  foroe  and  effect  which  he  has 
given  it,  it  is  a  word  of  copious  meaning  and  wonderful 
extent.  If  his  lordship's  doctrine  be  well  founded,  we 
must  renounce  all  those  political  maxims  by  which  our 
understandings  have  hitherto  been  directed  ;  and  even 
the  first  elements  of  learning  taught  us  whoi  ^ 
were  school-boys.  My  lords,  we  know  that  jurisdic* 
tion  was  nothk^  mwe  than  Jus  dicere  i  we  know  ^uit 
Legem  faeere  and  Legem  dieere  were  powers  clearlj 
distinguished  from  each  other  in  the  nature  c^  things, 
and  wisely  separated  by  the  wisdom  oi  the  £ngli^  ccm\» 
atitution  ;  but  now,  it  seems,  we  must  adopt  a  new  sjs* 
tern  of  thinking.  Theliouse  of  commons^  we  are  told* 
have  a  supreme  jurisdiction  ;  tliat  there  is  no  appeal 
from  their  sentence  ;  and  that  whenever  they  are  com«^ 
petent  judges,  their  decision  must  be  received  and  sub- 
mitted  to,  as,  ipso  fueto^  the  law  of  die  land.  My 
lords,  I  am  a  plain  man,  and  have  *be«a  brougtrt  up  in 
a  religious  reverence  for  the  original  simplicity  iA  the 
laws  of  England.  By  what  sc^histry  they  have  beea 
perverted,  by  what  artifices  they  have  been  involved  in 
obscurity,  is  not  for  me  to  explain  ;  the  principles,  how^ 
ever,  of  the  English  laws  are  still  sufficiently  clear ;  they 
are  founded  in  reason,  and  are  the  master-iuece  of  the 
human  underst^ding ;  but  it  is  in  the  text  that  I  would 
lookior  a  direction  to  my  judgment,  not  in  the  oommen* 
taries  of  modern  professors.  The  noble  lord  assures  us^ 
that  he  knows  not  in  what  code  the  law  of  parliament  is  to 
be  found  :  that  the  house  of  commons,  when  they  act  as 
judges,  have  no  law  to  direct  them  but  their  own  wis«« 
dom ;  that  their  decision  is  law  ;  and  if  they  determine 
wrong,  the  subject  has  no  appeal  but  to  heaven.  What 
tlien,  my  lords,  are  all  tlie  generous  effints  of  ouv  an* 
cestors,  are  aU  those  glorious  cQUteittions,  by  wiiichtbey 
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sneant  to  secure  to  themselves,  smd  to  transmit  to  their 
posterity^  a  known  law,  a  certain  rule  of  living,  reduced 
to  this  conclusion,  that  instead  of  the  arbitrary  power  of 
a  king,  we  must  submit  to  the  arbitrary  power  of  a 
house  of  commons  ?  If  this  be  true,  what  benefit  do  we 
derive  from  the  exchai^  ?  Tjrranny,  my  lords,  is  de« 
testable  in  eveiy  shape ;  but  in  none  so  formidable  as 
where  it  b  assumed  and  exercised  by  a  number  of  grants. 
But)  my  lords,  this  is  not  the  fact;  this  is  not  the  con* 
Stitution :  we  have  a  law  of  parliament,  we  have  a  code 
in  which  every  honest  man  may  find  it*  We  ha^ve  magna 
ekariUy  we  have  the  statute  book,  and  the  bill  of  rights. 

If  a  case  should  arise  unknown  to  these  great  autho* 
titles,  we  have  still  th^  plain  English  leason  left,  which 
b  the  foundation  of  all  our  English  jurbprudence.  That 
reason  tdls  us,  that  every  judicial  coiut,  every  political 
iOcaeQr,  must  be  vested  with  diose  powers  and  privileges 
which  are  necessary  £at  performing  the  ofice  to  which 
they  are  appoiAted.  It  tells  us  also,  that  no  court  of 
justice  can  have  a  power  inconsistent  with,  or  paramount 
to  the  known  laws  of  the  land ;  that  the  peojde,  when  they 
choose  dieir  representatives,  never  mean  to  convey  to 
them  a  power  of  invading  their  rights,  or  trampling  upon 
the  liberties  of  those  whom  they  represent.  What  se- 
earity  would  they  have  for  their  rights,  if  once  they  ad* 
Butted,  that  a  court  of  judicature  mi^t  determine  every 
ipiesdon  that  came  before  it,  not  by  any  known  positive 
faw,  but  by  the  vague,  indeterminate,  arbitrary  rule,  of 
what  llie  noble  lord  is  pleased  to  call  ^  the  wisdom  of 
^  oowt  V  With  respect  to  the  decision  of  the  courts 
ef  iustioe,  I  am  fiu*  from  denying  them  their  due  weight 
and  authority ;  yet,  placing  them  in  the  most  respectable 
view,  I  still  consider  them,  not  as  law,  but  as  an  evi- 
dence of  the  law ;  and  before  they  can  arrive  even  at 
Ihat  degree  of  authority,  it  must  appear,  that  they  are 
Ibunded  in,  and  confirmed  by  reason  ;  that  they  are  sup- 
ported by  precedents  taken  from  good  and  moderate 
limn  i  that  th^  4o  not  conti^diet  any  positive  bw ;  that 
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they  ai*e  submitted  to  without  reluctance  by  the  peojde  $ 
that  they  are  unquestioned  by  the  legislature  (which  is 
equivaltot  to  a  tacit  ponfirmation) ;  and,  which  in  my 
judgment  is  by  far  the  most  impcntant,  that  they  do  not 
violate  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  My  lords,  this  is 
not  a  vague  or  loose  expression  ;  we  all  know  what  the 
constitution  is ;  we  all  know,  that  the  first  principle  of 
it  is,  that  the  subject  shall  not  be  governed  by  the  arbi^ 
trium  of  any  one  man  or  body  of  men  (less  than  the 
whole  legislature),  but  by  certain  laws,  to  which  he  has 
virtually  given  his  consent,  which  are  open  to  him  to 
examine,  and  not  beyond  his  aljility  to  understand* 
Now,  my  lords,  I  affirm,  and  am  ready  to  maintain,  that 
.the  late  decision  of  the  house  of  commons  upon  the 
Middlesex  election,  is  destitute  of  every  one  of  those 
properties  and  conditions  which  I  hold  to  be  essential  to 
the  legality  of  such  a  decision.  It  is  not  founded  in 
reason  ;  for  it  carries  with  it  a  contradiction,  that  the  re- 

Eresentative  should  perform  the  office  of  the  constituent 
ody.  It  is  not  supported  by  a  single  precedent ;  for 
the  case  of  sir  R.  Walpole  is  but  a  half  precedent,  and 
even  that  half  is  imperfect.  Incapacity  was  indeed  de- 
clared ;  but  his  crimes  are  stated  as  the  ground  of  the 
resolution,  and  his  opponent  was  declared  not  to  be  duly 
elected,  even  after  his  incapacity  was  established.  It 
contradicts  magna  charta^  and  the  bill  of  rights,  by  which 
it  is  provided,  that  no  subject  shall  be  deprived  of  his 
freehold,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law 
of  the  land  ;  and  that  elections  of  members  to  3erve  in 
parliament  shall  be  free  ;  and  so  far  is  this  decision  from 
being  submitted  to  by  the  people,  that  they  have  taken 
the  strongest  measures,  and  adopted  the  most  positive 
language,  to  express  their  discontent. — Whether  it  will 
be  questioned  by  the  legislature,  will  depend  upon  your 
lordships'  resolution  ;  but  that  it  vidates  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  will,  I  think,  be  disputed  by  no  man 
who  has  heard  this  day's  debate,  and  who  wishes  well  to 
the  freedom  of  his  country  ;  yet,  if  we  are  to  believe  the 
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ndble  lord,  thb  great  gricTance,  this  manifest  violation 
of  the  first  principles  of  the  constitution,  will  not  admit 
of  a  remedy ;  is  not  even  capable  of  redress,  unless  we 
appeal  at  once  to  heaven.  My  lords,  I  have  better 
hopes  of  the  constitution,  and  a  firmer  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  and  constitutional  authority  of  this  house.  It  is 
to  your  ancestors,  my  lords,  it  is  to  the  English  barons, 
that  we  are  indebted  for  the  laws  and  constitution  we 
possess.  Their  virtues  were  rude  and  uncultivated,  but 
they  were  great  and  sincere.  Their  understandings  were 
as  Uttle  polished  as  their  manners,  btit  they  had  hearts  to 
distingubh  right  froni  wrong ;  they  had  heads  to  distin- 
guish truth  from  fabehood ;  they  understood  the  rights  of 
humanity,  and  they  had  spirit  tO'  maintain  them. 

My  lords,  I  think  that  history  has  not  done  justice 
to  their  conduct,  when  they  obtained  from  their  sovereign 
that  great  acknowledgment  of  national  rights  contained 
in  magna  charta  :  they  did  not  confine  it  to  themselves 
alone,  but  delivered  it  as  a  common  blessing  to  the 
whole  people.  They  did  not  say,  these  are  the  rights  of 
the  great  barons,  or,  these  are  the  rights  of  the  great 
pidates :  no,  my  lords,  they  said,  in  the  simple  Latin 
of  the  times,  nuUus  liber  homo^  and  provided  as  care- 
fully  for  the  meanest  subject  as  for  the  greates»t.  These 
are  uncouth  words,  and  sound  but  poorly  in  the  ears  of 
scholars ;  but  they  are  dear  to  the  hearts  of  free  men. 
These  three  words,  nullus  liber  homo^  have  a  meaning 
which  interests  us  all :  they  deserve  to  be  remembered — 
tfiey  deserve  to  be  inculcated  in  our  minds — ^they  are 
worth  all  the  classics. — Let  us  not,  then,  degenerate  from 
the  glorious  example  of  our  ancestors.  Those  iron  barons 
(for  so  I  may  call  them,  wlien  compared  with  the  silken 
barons  of  modem  days)  were  the  guardians  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  yet  their  virtues,  my  lords,  were  never  engaged  in 
a  question  of  such  importance  as  the  present.  A  breach 
has  been  made  in  the  constitution — the  battlements  are 
dismantled — ^the  citadel  is  open  to  the  first  invader — the 
walls  totter — the  constitution  is  not  tenable.     What 
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remains,  then,  but  for  us  to  stand  foremost  in  the  breach, 
to  repair  it,  or  perish  in  it. 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  alarm  us  with  the 
dreadful  consequences  of  a  difference  between  the  two 
houses  of  parliament  :  that  the  house  of  commons  will 
resent  our  presuming  tp  take  notice  of  their  proceedings : 
that  they  will  resent  our  daring  to  advise  thd  crown,  and 
never  forgive  us  for  attempting  to  siive  the  state.  My 
lords,  I  am  sensible  of  the  importance  and  difficulty  of 
this  great  crisis :  at  a  moment  such  as  this,  we  are  call- 
ed upon  to  do  our  duty,  without  dreading  the  resentment 
of  any  man.  But  if  apprehensions  of  this  kind  are  to 
affect  us,  let  us  consider  which  we  ought  to  respect 
most — the  representative,  or  the  collective  body  of  the 
people.  My  lords,  five  hundred  gentlemen  are  not  ten 
millions  ;  and  if  we  must  have  a  contention,  let  us  take 
care  to  have  the  English  nation  on  our  side.  If  this 
question  be  given  up,  the  freeholders  of  England  are  re- 
duced  to  a  condition  baser  tlian  the  peasantry  of  Poland. 
If  they  desert  their  own  cause,  they  deserve  to  be  slaves ! 
My  lords,  tliis  is  not  merely  the  cold  opinion  of  my  un- 
derstandJ ng,  but  the  glowing  expression  of  what  I  feel. 
It  is  my  heart  that  speaks.  I  know  I  speak  warmly,  my 
lords,  but  this  warmth  shall  neither  betray  my  argument 
nor  my  temper.  The  kingdom  is  in  a  flame  ;  as  media* 
tors  btitvveen  the  king  and  people,  it  is  our  duty  to  re- 
present  to  him  the  true  condition  and  temper  of  his  sub-' 
jects.  It  is  a  duty  which  no  particular  respects  should 
hinder  us  from  performing  ;  and  whenever  his  migesty 
shall  demand  our  advice,  it  will  then  be  our  duty  to  en- 
quiiti  more  minutely  into  the  causes  of  the  present  dis- 
contents. Whenever  that  enquiry  shall  come  on,  I 
pledge  myself  to  the  house  to  prove,  that  since  the  first 
institution  of  the  house  of  commons,  not  a  single  pre- 
cedent can  be  produced  to  justify  their  late  proc^ings. 
My  noble  and  learned  friend,  (the  lord  Chancellor)  has 
albo  pledged  himself  to  the  house,  that  he  will  support 
that  assertion. 
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My  lords,  the  character  and  circumstandes  of  Mr, 
Wilkes  have  been  very  improperly  introduced  into  this 
question,  not  only  here,  but  in  that  court  of  judicature 
where  his  cause  was  tried  : — I  mean  the  house  of  com- 
mons. With  one  party  he  was  a  patriot  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude :  with  the  other,  the  vilest  incendiary.  For  my 
own  part,  I  consider  him  merely  and  indifferently  as  an 
English  subject,  possessed  of  certain  rights  which  the 
laws  have  given  him,  and  which  the  laws  alone  can  take 
from  him.  I  am  neither  moved  by  his  private  vices,  nor 
by  his  public  merits.  In  his  person,  though  he  wfere 
the  worst  of  men,  I  contend  for  the  safety  and  security 
of  the  best ;  and  God  forbid,  my  lords,  that  there  should 
be  a  power  in  this  country, of  measuring  the  civil  rights 
of  the  subject  by  his  moral  character,  or  by  any  other 
rule  but  the  fixed  laws  of  the  land.  I  believe,  my  lords, 
I  shall  not  be  suspected  of  any  personal  partiality  to  this 
unhappy  nian :  I  am  not  very  conversant  in  pamphlets  or 
neiyspapers  ;  but  from  what  I  have  heard,  and  from  the 
little  I  have  read,  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  I  have 
had  my  share  in  the  compliments  which  have'  come  from 
that  quarter :  and  as  for  motives  of  ambition  (for  I  must 
take  to  myself  a  part  of  the  noble  duke's  insinuation,)  I 
believe,  my  lords,  there  have  been  times  in  which  I  have 
had  the  honour  of  standing  in  such  favour  in  the  closet, 
that  there  must  have  been  something  extravagantly  linrea* 
sonable  in  my  wishes,  if  they  might  not  all  have  been 
gratified.  After  neglecting  those  opportunities,  I  am  now 
suspected  of  coming  forward  in  the  decline  of  life,  in  the 
anxious  pursuit  of  wealth  and  power,  which  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  enjoy.  Be  it  so :  there  is  one  ambi- 
tion, at  least,  which  I  ever  will  acknowledge,  which  I  will 
not  renounce  but  with  my  life.  It  is  the  ambition  of  dc- 
livcring  to  my  posterity  those  rights  of  freedom  which  I 
have  received  from  my  ancestors.  I  am  not  now  plead- 
ing the  cause  of  an  individual,  but  of  every  freeholder  in 
England.  In  what  manner  this  house  may  constitution- 
ally interpose  in  their  defence,  and  what  kind  of  redress 
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this  case  will  require  and  admit  of,  is  not  at  present  the 
subject  of  our  consideration.  The  amendment^  if  agreed 
to,  will  naturally  lead  us  to  such  an  enquiry.  That  en- 
quiry may,  perhaps,  point  out  the  necessity  of  an  act 
of  the  legislature,  or  it  may  lead  us,  perhaps,  to  desire 
a  conference  with  the  other  house ;  which  one  noble  lord 
affirms,  is  the  only  parliamentary  way  of  proceeding ;  and 
which  another  noble  lord  assuries  us  the  house  of  com- 
mons would  either  not  come  to,  or  would  break  off  with 
indignation.  Leaving  their  lord^ips  to  reconcile  that 
matter  between  themselves,  I  shall  only  say,  that' be- 
fore we  have  enquired,  we  cannot  be  provided  with  ma- 
terials ;  consequently,  at  present  we  are  not  prepared  for 
a  conference. 

It  is  possible,  my  lords,  that  the  enquiry  I  speak  of 
may  lead  us  to  advise  bis  majesty  to  dissolve  the  present 
parliament ;  nor  have  I  any  doubt  of  our  right  to  give 
that  advice^  if  we  should  thuik  it  necessary.  His  majesty- 
will  then  determine  whether  he  will  yield  to  the  united 
petitions  of  the  people  of  England,  or  maintain  the  house 
of  commons  in  the  lexercise  of  a  legislative  power,  which 
heretofore  abolished  the  house  of  lords,  and  overturned 
the  monarchy,  I  willingly  acquit  the  present  house  of 
commons  of  having  actually  formed  so  detestable  a  de- 
sign :  but  they  cannot  themselves  foresee  to  What  ex- 
cesses they  may  be  carried  hereafter :  and  for  my  own 
part,  I  should  be  sorry  to  trust  to  their  future  modera- 
tion. Unlimited  power  is  apt  to  corrupt  the  minds  of 
those  who  possess  it ;  and  this  I  know,  my  lords,  that 
where  law  ends,  tyranny  begins  t 
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MARQUIS  OF  ROCKINGHAM. 

On  the  State  of  the  Nation. 

Thb  object  of  his  speech  was  to  shew,  that  the  pre* 
tent  unhappy  condition-  of  afiairs,  and  the  universal 
discontent  of  the  people,  did  not  arise  from  any  im* 
mediate  temporary  cause,  but  had  grown  upon  us  by 
degrees,  from  the  moment  of  his  majesty's  accession  to  the 
throne.  That  the  persons  in  whom  his  majesty  thfsn  con- 
fided  had  introduced  a  total  change  in  the  old  system  of 
Engli^  government — ^that  they  had  adopted  a  maxim 
which  must  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  viz» 
**  That  the  royal  prerogative  alone  was  sufficient  to  sup- 
port government,  to  whatever  hands  the  administration 
should  be  committed ;"  and  he  could  trace  the  operation 
<tf  this  principle  through  every  act  of  government  since 
the  accession,  in  which  those  persons  could  be  supposed 
to  iiave  any  influence.  Their  first  exertion  of  the  pre- 
rogative was  to  make  a  peace  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
the  nation,  and  on  terms  totally  disproportioned  to  the 
successes  of  the  war :  but  as  they  felt  themselves  un- 
equal to  the  conduct  of  war,  they  thought  a  peace,  on 
any  conditions,  necessary  for  their  own  security  and  con- 
tinuance in  administration.  He  then  took  notice  of 
those  odious  tyrannical  acts  of  power  by  which  an  ap- 
probaticm  of  the  peace  had  been  obtained^  And  he 
mentioned  the  general  sweep  through  every  branch  and 
department  of  administration ;  the  removals  not  merely 
confined  to  the  higher  employments,  but  carried  down^ 
with  the  minutest  cruelty,  to  the  lowest  offices  of  the 
state ;  and  numberless  innocent  families,  which  had  sub- 
sbted  on  salaries  of  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  turned  out  to  misery  and  ruin,  with  as  little  regard 
to  the  rules  of  justice  as  to  the  common  feelings  of  com* 
passion.  That  their  ideas  of  taxation  were  marked  by 
the  same  principle.  The  argument  urged  for  taxing  the 
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cider  counties,  viz.  **  The  equity  of  placing  them  on  the 
same  footing  with  others  where  .malt  liquors  were  chiefly 
used,"  was  too  obvious  to  escape  the  attention  of  former 
ministers ;  but  former  ministers  paid  more  regard  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  than  to  the  improvement  of  the  re- 
venue. That  the  object  of  the  cider  act,  or  the  effect  q£ 
it,  at  least,  was  not  so  much  to  increase  the  revenue,  as 
to  extend  the  laws  of  excise,  and  open  the  doors  of 
private  men  to  the  officers  of  the  crown. 

Without  entering  into  the  right  of  taxing  America,  it 
was  evident,  that  since  the  revenue  expected  to  arise 
from  that  measure  was  allowed  to  be  very  inconsiderable, 
the  real  purpose  of  government  must  have  b«n  to  in- 
crease  the  number  of  their  officers  in  that  country,  and 
consequently  the  strength  of  the  prerogative. 

He  then  took  notice  of  the  indecent  manner  with  which 
the  debt  upon  the  king's  civil  list  had  been  laid  before,  apd 
provided  for  by  parliament.  No  account  offered^ — ^no 
inquiry  permitted  to  be  ihade^— not  even  the  decent  sa- 
tisfaction given  to  parliament,  of  an  assurance,  that  in 
future  such  extraordinary  expences  should  be  avoided. 
On  the  contrary,  the  king's  speech  on  that  occasion  had 
been  so  cautiously  worded,  that,  far  from  engaging  to 
avoid  such  exceedings  for  the  future,  it  intimated  plainly^, 
th^t  the  expences  of  the  king's  civil  government  could- 
not  be  confined  within  ?he  revenue  granted  by  parliament. 
That,  as  the  nation  \vas  heavily  burthened  by  the  ex- 
pence,  they  were  no  less  grossly  insulted  by  the  manner 
in  which  that  burthen  was' laid  upon  them.  That,  in 
certain  grants  lately  made  by  the  crown,  the  ministry 
had  adhered  to  their  principle  of  carr}'ingthe  prerogative 
to  its  utmost  extent.  No  right  of  property,  no  con- 
tinuance of  possession,  had  been  considered.*  But  if 
these  had  been  weaker  than  they  were,  he  thought  some 
respect  was  due  to  the  memory  of  the  great  prince  by 

*  Alludin$>;  to  the  transfer  of  an  estate  belonf^ing  to  the  duke  of 
Portland  to  some  other  person,  on  the  plea  that  the  grant  by  which 
he  held  it  was  void.  v 
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whom  those  grants  Jiad  been  made ;  and  in  common 
justice  to  the  noble  duke  (Poland)  whose  property  had 
been  invaded,  the  ministry  should,  at  last,  have  avoid- 
ed that  hurry  and  precipitation,  which  had  hardly  left 
his  grace  time  to  defend  his  rights ;  and  by  which  the 
ministry  themselves  seemed  to  confess  their  measures 
would  not  bear  a  more  deliberate  mode,  of  proceeding. 
But  the  purposes  .of  an  election  were  to  be  served  ;  an4 
the  person  benefited  by  this  measure  was  supposed  to 
be  a  better  friend  to  administration  than  the  noble  diike, 
whose  property  had  been  arbitrarily  transferred  to 
another.  And  when,  upon  occasion  of  this  extraordi- 
nary measure,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  a 
bill  had  been  brought  into  parliament,  for  securing  the 
property  of  the  subject,  it  had  been  rejected  the  first 
year,  and  violently  resisted  the  second :  but  the  justice 
and  necessity  of  it  had  prevailed  over  the  influence  and 
favourite  maxims  of  the  administration* 

That  the  affairs  of  the  external  part  of  the  empire  had 
been  managed  with  the  same  want  of  wisdom,  and  had 
been  brought  into  nearly  the  same  condition,  with  those 
at  home.  In  Ireland,  he  saw  the  parliament  prorogued, 
(which  probably  led  to  a  dissolution,)  and  the  afiairs  of 
that  kingdom  left .  unprovided  for,  and  in  the  greatest 
confusion.  That  in  America,  measures  of  violence  had 
been  adopted ;  and  it  had  been  the  uniform  language  and 
doctrine  of  the  ministry,  to  force  that  country  to  submit. 
That,  in  his  opinion,  violence  would  not  do  there,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  not  do  here.  But  even  if  a  plan  of 
force  were  advisable,  why  had  it  not  been  adhered  to  ?' 
Why  did  they  not  adopt  and  abide  by  some  one  system 
of  conduct  ?  That  the  king's  speeches  and  the  language 
of  the  ministry  at  home  had  denounced  nothing  but  war 
and  vengeance  against  a!  rebellious  people ;  whilst  his 
majesty's  governors  abroad  were  instructed  to  convey 
to  them  the  gentlest  promises  of  relief  and  satisfaction. 

Hi&Lordship  here  referred  to  Lord  Bottetourt's  speech 
to  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  in  May,  1769,  out  of  which 
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he  recited  a  passage  in  point.  The  passage  was  this :«-» 
**  I  think  myself  peculiarly  fortunate  to  be  able  to  in- 
form  you  that  in  a  letter  dated  May  13,  I  have  been 
assured  by  the  e^l  of  Hillsborough,  that  his  tnajesty's 
present  administration  have  at  no  time  entertained  a  dbi. 
sign  to  propose  to  parliament  to  lay  any  further  taxes 
upon  America  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  and 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  propose  in  the  next  session 
of  parliament  to  take  off  the  duties  upon  glass,  papers^ 
and  colours,  upon  consideration  of  such  duties  having 
been  laid  contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  commerce.*' 
With  respect  to  foreign  affairs,  he  thought  it  highlf 
necessary  to  enquire  why  France  had  been  permitted  to 
make  so  considerable  an  acquisition  as  the  island  of  Cor- 
sica ?  That  no  man  could  deny  that  this  island  would 
prove  a  great  addition  to  the  strength  of  France,  with, 
respect  to  her  marine,  both  from  its  harbours  and  the 
timbers  it  produced.  He  thought  this  attempt  of 
France  was  not  only  unjust  in  itself,  but  directly  con- 
trary  to  certain  stipulations  in  the  treaty  of  Aix-la*Cha« 
pelle,  confirmed  by  that  of  1763,  by  which  it  was  de- 
termined and  settled,  "That  the  republic  of  Genoa 
should  be  entirely  re-established  and  maintained  in  all 
its  former  states  and  possessions ;  and  that  for  the  ad- 
Vantage  and  maintenance  of  the  peace  in  general,  and 
for  the  tranquillity  of  Italy  in  particular,  all  things  should 
remain  there  in  the  condition  they  were  in .  before  the 
war."  That  he  had  not  dwelt  so  strongly  as  he  might 
have  done  upon  that  great  invasion  of  the  constitution 
which  had  now  thrown  this  whole  country  into  a  flame. 
The  people  were  sufliciently  alarmed  for  their  rights, 
snd  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  matters  would  be  duly 
enquired  into.  But  he  considered  it  only  as  the  point 
to  which  all  the  other  measures  of  the  administration 
had  tended.  That  when  the  constitution  was  violated, 
we  should  not  content  ourselves  with  repairing  the  sin- 
gle  breach,  but  look  back  into  the  causes,  and  trace  the 
principles  which  had  produced  it,  in  order,  not' merely 
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to  restore  the  constitution  to  present  health,  but,  if  pos* 
sible,  nmke  it  invulnerable  hereafter. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  recommended  it  strongly  to  their 
lordships,  to  fix  an  early  day  for  taking  into  their  consi. 
deiatipa  the  state  of  this  country  in  all  its  relations  and 
depeadencies,  foreign,  provincial^  and  domestic ;  for  we 
have  been  injured  in  them  all.  That  consideration  would, 
he  hoped,  lead  their  lordships  to  advise  the  crown  not 
only  how  to  correct  past  errors,  but  how  to  establish  a 
syatcm.of  government  more  wise,  more  permanent,  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  and  at  least  con- 
siatent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution. 


DUKE  OF  GRAFTON, 

In  Reply. 

Hjk  did  not  oppose  the  motion ;  on  the  contrary,  he  en* 
g!^d  to  second  it,  and  to  meet  the  noble  lord  upon  the 
great  question  whenever  the  house  should  think  proper. 
For  the  present,  he  meant  only  to  exculpate  himself 
from  some  severe  reflections,  which  he,  thought  were 
directed  particularly  and  personally  against  himself. 
That  he  was  ready  to  justify  the  measures  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  lord,  as  well  as  every  other  part  of  his  con< 
duct ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  of  being  able  to  do  so  to  the 
satis&cti<xi  of  the  house.  That  Uie  resumption  made. 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury  of  a  supposed 
grant  of  the  crown  land  had  been  most  unfairly  repre- 
sented. .  He  wished  the  noble  lord,  instead  of  the  word  pro- 
petty «  had  only  used  possession ;  and  then  he  would  have 
truly  described  the  fact  and  the  object.  That  upon  the  ap- 
plication made  to  the  board,  by  die  person  who  had  dis- 
covered the  defect  in  the  noble  duke's  title,  he  could  not, 
consistently  with  his  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  crown,  have 
Vol.  IL  6 
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n^ed  the  ckim  made  by  that  petmu  llm:  Vnim 
noble  duke,  instead  of  being  an  opponent,  had  been  the 
warmest  friend  of  admimc^mtion^  the  treasary  bond 
could  not  have  acted  otherwise  than  they  did,  widioiiit  a 
flagrant  violation  of  justice;  and  as  for  tl»t  hnny  uaA 
precipitation  c£  which  they  were  ai:caaed,  he  toolc  opoa 
him  to  contradict  the  noble  lord  in  the  most  positive 
manner,  and  oflfered  to  prove  at  the  bar  of  the  hsttse. 
that  they  had  proceeded,  not  onfy  with  temper  and  deli- 
beration, but  with  the  utmost  sustention  to  the  interesls 
of  the  noble  duke,  and  every  possible  mark  of  reqpect 
to  his  person ;  and  had  protracted  their  decision  to  ite 
very  last  moment  allowed  by  the  rules  of  the  board. 
With  respect  to  the,  debt  upon  the  civil  list,  he  neither 
had  nor  could  have  any  personal  motives  for  wishing 
to  conceal  from  parfiament  tl^  particulars  of  the  ex«- 
traordinary  e^pences  by  which  that  debt  had  been  in-* 
curred.  That  the  persons  to  whose  offices  it  belonged, 
had  been  constantly  employed  in  drawing  up  a  state  of 
that  account,  and  that  they  had  received  every  possible 
l^t  and  information  from  the  officers  of  the  cmmk^  'm 
a^r  to  shorten  and  facilitate  boriness :  but  k  wab  a 
work  of  infinite  labour  and  extetit,  and  notwithstanding 
the  utmost  diligence  in  the  several  piibtie  offices^  w>wi 
not  yet  be  completed. 

That  in  regard  to  foreign  affiurs^  he  believed  the  «on^ 
duct  of  the  king's  ministers  would  bear  the  strietest  exa«^ 
mination,  and  would  be  found  irreproachable*  That 
ibr  his  own  part  be  had  never  thought,  nor  had  he  ov«r 
affirmed,  that  the  conditions  of  the  late  peace  were  sttch 
sps  the  people  had  aright  to  expect.  He  had  maintained 
the  contrary  opinion  in  former  times,  and  no  change  of 
ntuation  sliould  ever  induce  him  to  relinquish  it.  Bv* 
diat  the  peace  being  once  made,  Bsod  those  advantages 
which  we  might  have  expected  from  a  continuance  of 
Ae  war,  bemg  now  irrecoverable,  he  would  never  advise 
the  king  to  engage  in  an  other  war,  as  long  as  the  dig*- 
ntty  of  the  crown  and  the  real  biterests  q£  the  nalioi^ 
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#miU  ht  prescmd  wiAovk  it  That  vfbsA  we  hsA  suf- 
Inod  ukt9df  by  foreig&  comnectioiis  ought  to  warn  us 
apwist  cngagiog  light^  ia  qwrrefe  in  which  we  fa%d  up 
xnuaadiate  cQoo€rn»  W  to  which  we  might  probibliy 
.iMri£ee  aar  0wnmQit  essential  interests. 


EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 
Mh  Speech  on  the  same  Subfe^. 

My  Lords ^ 

I  Iff E  AWT  to  have  risen  immediately  to  second  the  am. 
«k»  TOUde  by  the  noble  lord.  The  charges  which  the 
w/Mm  duke  seemed  to  think  affected  him  particularly, 
At  undoubtedly  demand  an  early  answer ;  it  was  pro- 
per  he  should  speak  before  me,  and  I  am  as  ready  aa 
mef  man  to  applaud  the  deeency  and  propriety  widi 
trUdi  he  has  expressed  himself. 

lentlrely  agreewith  the  noble  lord^  both  in  the  neces- 
al^  of  your  lordships'  concurring  with  the  motion,  and  in 
I9i€  princi^s  and  ailments  by  which  he  has  very  judi- 
ciousty  supported  it.  I  see  clearly  that  die  complex* 
ion  of  our  government  has  been  materially  altered ;  and 
I  ean  uaee  the  origin  of  the  iteration  up  to  a  period 
wlueh  ought  to  have  been  an  snra  of  happiness  and  pros- 
perity to  diis  country. 

My  loids,  I  shall  give  you  my  reasons  for  concurring 
Widi  the  motion,  not  methodically,  but  as  diey  occur  to 
f9^  mind.  I  may  wander,  perhaps,  from  the  exact  par* 
Xamenttty  debate ;  but  I  Ik^  I  shall  say  nothing  but 
frhfit  may  deserve  your  attention,  and  what  if  not  strictly 
proper  at  present,  would  be  fit  to  be  said,  when  the 
Slate  of  the  nadon  shall  come  to  be  considered.  My 
uncertain  state  of  health  must  plead  my  excuse.  I  am 
ROW  in  some  pain,  and  very  probably  may  not  be  able 
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to  attend  my  daty  when  I  desire  k  mast  in  tliis  hottaei 
I  thank  God,  my  lords,  for  having  thus  long  preserwcd 
•80  inconsiderable  a  being  as  I  am,  to  take  a  part  upon 
this  great  occasion,  and  to  contnbute  my  endeaveura, 
such  as  they  are,  to  restore,  to  save,  to  .confirm  the  coo** 
stitution.  My  lords,  I  need  not  look  abroad  for  grier* 
ances.  The  grand  capital  mischief  is  fixed  at  home; 
It  corrupts  the  very  foundation  of  our  political  exnt,^ 
ence,  and  preys  upon  the  vitals  of  the  state.  The  caii« 
stitution  has  been  grossly  violated.-«Tu£  constitit- 

TION  AT    THIS  MOK£KT    STANDS    VI0LAT£I>*       Until 

that  wound  be  healed,  until  the  grievance  be  redressed, 
it  is  in  vain  to  recommend  union  to  parliament«^-in  vain 
to  promote  concord  among  the  people.  If  we  mean 
.seriously  to  luiite  the  nation  within  itself,  we  must  con* 
yincetlmn  that  their  complaints  are  regarded,  and  that 
their  enquiries  shall  be  answered.  On  that  foundation, 
I  would  take  the  lead  in  recommending  peace  and  har<- 
mony  to  the  people  :  on  any  otber^  I  would  never  wish 
to  see  them  united  again.  If  the  breach  in  the  con* 
stitution  be  effectually  repaired,  the  people  will  of  thetn* 
aelves  return  to  a  state  of  tranquillity :  if  not,  mat  ma* 
coan  FaavAiJu  for  Evita  !  I  know  to  what  point  this 
doctrine  and  this  language  will  appear  directed.  But 
I  feel  the  principles  of  an  Englishman,  and  I  utter  them 
without  apprehension  or  reserve.  The  crisis  is  indeed 
alarming  :  so  much  the  more  does  it  require  a  prudent 
xelaxation  on  the  part  of  government.  If  the  king's 
servants  will  not  permit  a  constitutional  question  to  be 
decided  on  according  to  the  forms  and  on  the  principles 
^f  the  constitution,  it  must  then  be  decided  in^Bie 
other  manner :  and  rather  than  it  should  be  given  up* 
rather  than  the  nation  should  surrender  their  birthright 
to  a  despotic  minister,  I  hope,  my  lords,  old  as  1  am, 
I  shall  see  the  question  brought  to  issue,  and  -fairly 
tried  between  the  people  and  the  govemntent.  My 
lords,  this  is  not  the  language  of  faction.  Let  it  be 
tried  by  that  criterion  by  which  alone  we  can  distinguish 
what  is  factious  fi*om  what  is  not— by  the  principles  of 
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die  En^sh  constitution.  I  have  been  bred  up  in  these 
principles,  and  know  that  when  the  liberty^  of  the  sub- 
ject is  invaded,  and  all  redress  denied  him,  resistance 
is  jostifed.  If  I  had  a  doubt  upon  the  matter,  I  should 
fttlow  the  example  set  us  by  the  most  reverend  bench ; 
with  whom  I  beUeve  it  is  a  maxim,  when  any  doubt  in 
point  of  &ith  arises,  or  any  question  of  controverqr  is 
stauted,  to  appeal  at  once  to  the  greatest  source  and 
evidence  of  our  religion — -I  mean  the  Holy  Bible.  The 
constitution  has  its  political  bible,  by  which,  if  it  be 
£urly  consulted,  evenr  political  question  may,  and  ought 
to  be  determined.  Magna  charta^  the  petition  of  rights, 
and  the  biU  of  rights,  form  that  code  which  I  call  the 
faible  of  the  English  constitution.  Had  some  of  his* 
majesty's  unhappy  predecessors  trusted  less  to  the 
comments  of  iheir  ministers,  had  they  been  better  read 
in  the  text  itself,  the  glorious  revolution  would  have 
remained  only  possible  in  theory,  and  would  not  nov 
have  existed  upon  record — a  fm'midable  example  to  the^ 
successors 

My  lords,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble  duke,  thit 
nothing  less  than  an  immediate  attack  upon  the  hcmouf 
or  interest  of  this  nation  can  authorise  us  to  interpose 
in  defence  of  weaker  states,  and  in  stbppiiig  the  en- 
terprize  of  an  ambitious  neighbour.  Whenever  thit 
narrow  sdfish  policy,  has  prevailed  in  our  councils,  we 
have  constantly  experienced  the  fatal  effects  of  it.  B^ 
sufficing  our  natural  enemies  to  oppress  the  powers  leas 
aUe  than  we  are  to  make  a  resistance,  we  have  pef« 
mitted  them  to  increase  their  strength ;  we  have  lost  the 
moat  fiivourable  opportunities  of  opposing  them  with 
success,  and  found  ourselves  at  last  obliged  to  fun  eveiy* 
hazard  in  making  that  cause  our  own,  in  which  we  weie 
not  wise  enough  to  take  part,  while  the  expence  and 
danger  might  have  been  supported  by  others.  Witk 
respect  to  Corsica,  I  shall  only  say,  that  France  has 
obtained  a  more  useful  and  important  acquisition  in  one 
pacific  campugn,  than  in  any  of  her  belligerent  cam* 


patgns ;  at  least,  while  I  had  the  hiaMurirftdbtifauflleiiBg 
the  war  against  her.  The  wordma^perhaiifi  be  thou|^ 
singuhr.  I  mean  only,  white  I  waa  mtnialer^  ehiei^ 
entrusted  with  the  cocKluct  of  the  war.  I.remembav 
my  lords,  the  time  when  Lorrain  was  united  tn  the 
crown  of  France  :  that  too  was  in  some  measure  a  pi^ 
eific  conquest,  and  there  were  people  who  talked  of  k 
as  the  noble  duke  now  speaks  of  Corsica.  '  France  wss 
permitted  to  take  and  keep  possession  of  a  noble  psok 
vfcice  ;  and  according  to  his  grace's  ideaa^  we  did  nfjbt 
in  notopposing  it.  The  e&ct  of  these,  accpuaittons  is, 
I  confess,  not  immediate  ;  but  diej  unite  with  die  main 
body  by  degrees,  and  in  time  make  a  part  of  the 
national  strength.  I  fear,  my  lords,  it  is  too  mucdi 
the  temper  of  this  country  to  be  ins^isibte  of  the  wfm 
proach  of  danger,  until  it  comes  widi  aceamulated  tenor 
upon  us. 

My  lords,  the  condition  of  his  majesty's  afiura  in 
Ireland,  and  the  state  of  that  kingdom  within  itself,  wiM 
undoubtedly  make  a  very  material  part  of  your  loid^ 
ships*  enquiry.  I  am  not  sufficiendy  informed  to  enter 
iato  the  subject  so  fiilly  as  I  could  wish,  but  finom  what 
appears  to  the  puUic  and  my  own  abservathniy  I  coiu 
ftss  I  cannot  give  the  ministry  nmch  credk  for  the  spL- 
rit  or  prudence  of  their  conduct.  I  see  that  where 
tiieir  measures  are  well  chosen,  they  are  incapable  of 
carrying  them  through  without  soptie  unhappy  mixtme 
of  weakness  or  imprudence.  They  are  incapabk  of 
doing  entirely  right.  My  lordsj  I  do  fix>m  my  con* 
science,  and  from  the  best  weighed  principfes  of  my 
mderstanding,  applaud  the  augmentation  of  the  army. 
As  a  military  plan,  I  belie%'e  it  has  been  judiciously  ar- 
mnged.  In  a  political  view,  I  am  convinced  it  was  for 
die  welfare,  for  the  safety  of  the  whole  ^pire.  But, 
my  lords,  widi  all  these  advantages,  with  all  these  re* 
commendations,  if  I  had  die  hcmour  of  advising  his  ma* 
jesty,  I  would  never  have  consented  to  his  accepting  the 
augmentation  with  that  absurd,  dishonourable  condi* 
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don  ivUdi  "At  ninisiTy  have  submitted  ta  axfflex  to  k. 
My  lonb^  I  levere  die  just  prerogative  of' the  crowa^ 
and  wwUL  oontend  for  it  as  warmly  as  for  die  dgfata  o£ 
the  people.  They  are  linked  together,  and  naturally 
sutppon  eaoh  other.  I  would  not  touch  a  feather  of  the: 
prerontive.  The  expicgsion  perhaps  is  too  light ;  but 
since  1  have  made  use  of  it,  let  me  add,  thai  ^Ae  entire 
oonmand  and  power  of  direoting  the  local  di^positioci^ 
oClbe^my,  is  to  thetoyal  prerogative  as  the  master 
SaAmrm  the  eagle's  wing :  and  if  I  were  permitted  to- 
catty  tlie  dliision  a  little  farther,  I  would  say,  they  have 
disvmed  the  imperial  bird,  the  *^  miniitrum  Jhbmii^ 
a^Unt.*^  The  army  is  the  thunder  of  the  crown.  The 
mhusliry  have  tied  up  the  hand  which  should  direct  the 

My  lords,  I  vemember  diat  Mhiorca  was  lost  for  waciit 
of  four  battalions ;  they  could  not  be  spared  from  hencc^ 
and  ^itiext  was  a  delicacy  about  taking  them  from  Ire* 
laai^  I  was  one  cS  ifhose  who  promoted  an  enquiry 
iflto  ftait  matter  m  the  other  house ;  and  I  was  convinced 
we  had  not  regular  troops  sufficient  for  the  necessary 
service  of  the  na^n.  Since  die  mom^t  the  plan  ol 
aiigmentadfon  was  first  talked  of,  I  have  constantly  and 
warmty  supported  it  among  my  friends ;  I  have  reeom* 
mended  it  to  several  members  of  the  Irish  house  of 
ooaunoiiB,  and  exhorted  them  to  support  it  with  theur 
utmost  interest  in  parliament*  I  did  not  foresee,^  nor 
coidd  I  conceive  it  possible,  the  ministry  would  accept 
of  it,  with  aeondidon  that  makes  the  j^bm  itself  Inefiec*' 
tual,  and,  as  far  as  it  operates,  defeats  every  useful  pur* 
poee  of  mointaming  a  standing  military  foree^  His  ma- 
jesty  is  now  so  confined  by  his  promise,  that  he  must 
leave  twelve  thousimd  men  looked  up  in  Ireland,  let  the* 
^tm^on  of  his  afairs  abroad,  or  the  approach  of  danger  t 
to  this  country,  be  ever  so  alarming,  unless  there  be  an 
actual  rebellion  or  invasion  in  Great  Britain.  Even  in 
the  two  cases  excepted  by  the  king's  promise,  the  mis- 
dusf  must  have  akeady  begun  to  operate,  must  have 
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already  taken  effect,  before  his  majesty  can  be  author 
rised  to  send  for  the  assistance  of  his  Irish  army*  He 
has  not  left  himself  the  power  of  taking  any  preventive 
measures ;  let  his  intelligence  be  ever  so  certain^  let  his 
apprehensions  oif  invasion  or  rebellion  be  ever  so  well 
founded ;  unless  the  traitor  be  actually  in  arms,  unless 
the  enemy  be  in  the  heart  of  your  country,  he  eannot 
move  a  single  man  from  Ireland. 

I  feel  myself  compelled,  my  lords,  to  return  to  that, 
subject  which  occupies  and  interests  me  most — ^I  mean 
the  internal  disorder  of  the  constitution,  and  the  remedy 
it  demands.  But  first,  I  would  observe,  there  is  one 
point  upon  which  I  think  the  noble  duke  has  not  ex« 
plained  himself.  I  do  not  mean  to  catch  at  words,  but 
if  possible  to  possess  the  sense  of  what  I  hear.  I  would, 
treat  every  man  with  candour,  and  should  expect  the 
same  candour  in  return.  For  the  noble  duke,  in  parti* 
cular,  I  have  every  personal  respect  and  regard*  I 
never  desire  to  understand  him  but  as  he  wishes  to  be 
understood*  His  grace,  I  think,  has  laid  much  stress 
upon  the  diligence  of  the  several  public  offices,  and  the 
assistance  given  them  by  the  administration,  in  prepar* 
ing  a  state  of  the  expences  of  his  majesty's  civil  govern* 
ment,  for  the  information  of  parliament,  and  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  public.  He  has  given  us  a  number  of 
plausible  reasons  for  their  not  having  yet  been  able  to 
finish  the  account ;  but  as  far  as  I  *am  able  to  recollect, 
he  has  not  yet  g^ven  us  the  smallest  reason  to  hope  that 
it  ever  will  be  finished,  or  that  it  ever  will  be  laid  before 
parliament. 

.  My  lords^  I  am  not  unpractised  in  business ;  ;and  if 
with  all  that  apparent  diligence,  and  all  that  assistanoe 
which  the  noble  duke  speaks  of,  the  accounts  in  question 
have  not  yet  been  made  up,  I  am  convinced  there  must 
be  a  defect  in  some  of  the  public  offices,  which  ought 
strictly  to  be  enquired  into,  and  severely  punished.  But> 
my  lords,  the  waste  of  the  public  money,  is  not  of  itself 
so  important  as  the  pernicious  purpose  to  which  we  have 
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reason  to  suspect  that  money  has  been  applied.  For 
some  years  past,  there  has  been  an  influx  of  weaUh  into 
this  country,  which  has  been  attended  with  many  fatal 
Consequences  ;  because  it  has  not  been  the  regular,  na- 
tural produce  of  labour  and  industry.  The  riches  of 
Asia  have  been  poured  in  upon  us,  and  have  brought 
with  them  not  only  Asiatic  luxury,  but  I  fear  Asiatic  prin- 
ciples of  government.  Without  connections,  without 
any  natural  interest  in  the  soil,  the  importers  of  foreign 
gold  have  forced  their  way  into  parliament,  by  such  a 
torrent  of  private  corruption  as  no  private  hereditary 
fortune  could  resist.  My  lords,  I  say  nothinjj  but  what 
is  within  the  knowledge  of  us  all.  The  corruption  of 
the  people  is  the  great  original  cause  of  the  discontents 
of  the  people  themselves,  of  the  enterprises  of  the  crown, 
and  the  notorious  decay  of  the  internal  vigour  of  the 
constitution.  For  this  great  evil  some  immediate  re- 
medy must  be  provided;  and  I  confess,  my  lords,  I 
did  hope  that  his  majesty's  servants  would  not  have 
suifered  so  many  years  of  peace  to  elapse  without  pay- 
Hig  some  attention  to  an  object  which  ought  to  engage 
and  interest  us  all.  I  flattered  myself  I  should  see 
some  barriers  tlu*own  up  in  defence  of  the  constitution 
some  impediment  formed  to  stop  the  rapid  progress  of 
corruption.  I  doubt  not  we  all  agree  that  something 
must  be  done.  I  s|^l  ofier  my  own  thoughts,  such  as 
they  are,  to  the  consideration  of  the  house  ;  and  I  wish 
that  every  noble  lord  who  hears  me  would  be  as  ready 
as  I  am  to  contribute  his  opinion  to  this  important  ser- 
vice. I  will  not  call  my  own  sentiments  crude  and  in- 
digested :  it  would  be  unfit  for  me  to  ofier  any  thing 
to  your  lordships  which  I  had  not  well  considered  ;  and 
^  thb  subject,  I  own,  has  long  occupied  my  thoughts.  I 
wfll  now  give  them  to  your  lordships  without  reserve. 
Whoever  understands  the  theory  of  the  English  cohsti- 
tntion,  and  will  compare  it  with  the  fact,  must  see  at 
once  how  widely  they  diflPer.  We  must  reconcile  them  to 
cMh  other,  if  mtc  wish  to  save  the  liberties  of  this  country. 
Vol.  II.  7 
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We  must  reduce  our  political  practice  as  nearly  «8  pos- 
sible to  our  political  principles.  The  constitution  in- 
tended that  there  should  be  a  permanent  relation  be- 
tween  the  constituent  and  representatiye  body  of  Ihc 
people.  Will  ai^  man  affirm  that  as  the  house  of  com- 
mons is  now  formed,  that  relation  is  in  any  degree  pre^ 
served  ?  My  lords,  it  is  not  preserved :  it  is  destroyed. 
Let  us  be  cautious,  however,  how  we  have  recourse  ta 
violent  expedients. 

The  boroughs  of  this  country  have  properly  enough 
been  called  the  rotten  parts  of  the  constitution,  i  have 
lived  in  Cornwall,  and  without  entering  into  an  invidi- 
ous particularity,  have  seen  enough  to  justify  the  appella- 
tion. But  in  my  judgment,  my  lords,  these  boroughs^ 
corrupt  as  they  are,  must  be  considered  as  the  naMBtl 
infirmity  of  the  constitution.  Like  the  infirmities  <^ 
the  body,  we  must  bear  them  in  patience,  ttid  submit 
to  carry  them  about  with  us.  The  limb  is  mortiftedy 
but  the  amputation  might  be  death. 

Let  us  tiy^  my  lords^  whether  some  gentle  femetfiim 
may  not  be  discovered.  Since  we  cannot  cure  tihe  dis- 
order, let  us  endeavour  to  infuse  such  a  portion  of  new 
health  into  the  constitution  as  may  enable  it  to  support 
its  most  inveterate  diseases. 

The  representation  of  the  comities  is,  I  think,  still 
preserved  pure  and  uncorrupted.  ^  That  of  the  great 
cities  is  upon  a  footing  equally  respectable ;  and  there  aitt 
'many  of  the  larger  trading  towns^  which  still  preserve 
their  independence.  The  infusion  of  health  which  I  now 
allude  to,  would  be  to  permit  every  county  to  ekc^tisie 
member  more  in  addition  to  their  present  representation. 
The  knigbts  of  the  shires  approach  nearest  to  the  con- 
stitutiond  representation  of  the  country,  because  they  re- 
present  the  soil.  It  is  not  the  little  dependent  borough. 
It  is  in  the  great  cities  and  counties  that  the  strength  ahd 
vigour  of  the  constitution  resides,  and  by  them  alone,  if  an 
unhappy  question  should  ever  arise,  will  the  constituticm 
be  honestly  and  firmly  defended.    1  would  encrease  i 
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•tf^Qgtl^  because  I  think  it  is  the  only  security  we  have 
against  the  profligacy  of  the  times,  the  corruption  of  the 
people,  and  the  ambition  of  the  crown. 

I  think  I  have  weighed  every  possible  objection  that 
dm  be  raided  against  a  plan  of  this  nature ;  and  I  con- 
§tf»  J  see  but  one  which  to  me  carries  any  appearance 
of  solidity.  It  may  be  said,  perhaps,  that  when  the  act 
paaaed  £w  uniting  the  two  kingdoms,  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  were  to  represent  the  whole  nation  in  parlia- 
ment was  {MX^rtioned  and  fixed  on  for  ever — that  the 
limitatiip  is  a  fundamental  article,  and  cannot  be  altered 
without  hazarding  a  dissolution  of  the  union. 

My  lords,  no  man  who  hears  me  can  have  a  greater 
reverence  for  that  wise  and  important  act  than  I  have. 
I  revere  the  memory  of  that  great  prince  who  first  form- 
ed the  plan,  and  of  those  illustrious  patriots  who  Carried 
it  into  execution.    As  a  contract,  every  article  of  it 
should  be  inviolable.     As  the    common  basis  of  the 
strength  and  happiness  of  two  nations,  every  article  of  it 
riiOttU  be  sacred.    I  hope  I  cannot  be  suspected  of  con«. 
cetvii^  a  thought  so  detestaUe,  as  to  i»t>pose  an  advan- 
tage to  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  at  the  expence  of 
the  other.    No,  my  lords,  I  mean  that  the  benefit  should 
be  universal,  and  the  consent  to  receive  it  unanimous. 
Nothing  less  than  a  most  urgent  and  important  occasion 
should  persuade  me  to  vary  even  from  the  letter  of  the 
ad ;  but  there  is  no*  occasion,  however  urgent,  however 
important,  that  should  ever  induce  me  to  depart  from 
the  spirit  of  it.    Let  that  spirit  be  religiously  preserved. 
Let  us  fdlow  the  principle  upon  which  the  representa- 
tkm  of  the  two  countries  was  proportioned  at  the  unior;; 
and  when  we  mcrease  the  number  of  representatives  for 
the  English  counties,  let  the  shires  of  Scotland  be  allow- 
ed an  equal  privilege.    On  these  terms,  and  while  the 
proportion  limited  by  the  union  is  preserved  between  the 
two  nations,  I  apprehend  that  no  man,  who  is  a  friend 
to  either,  uriU  object  to  an  alteration,  so  necessary  for 
the  aecuri^  of  both«    I  do  not  qpeak  of  the  authority  of 
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the  Icgislatare  to  cany  such  a  measure  into  effisct,  be« 
cause  I  imagiue  no  man  will  dispute  it.  But  I  wou^d 
not  wish  the  legislature  to  interpose  by  an  exertion  of 
its  power  alone,  without  the  cheerful  concurrence  of  all 
parties.  My  object  is  the  happiness  and  security  of  the 
two  nations,  and  I  would  not  wish  to  obtain  it  without 
their  mutual  consent. 

My  lords,  besides  my  Mrarm  approbation  of  the  mo« 
)ion  made  by  the  noble  lord,  I  have  a  particular  and 
personal  pleasure  in  rising  up  to  second  it.  I  conuder 
my  seconding  his  lordship's  motion,  and  I  would  wish 
it  to  be  considered  by  others,  as  a  public  demonstnitioa 
of  that  cordial  union  which  I  am  happy  to  affirm  sub* 
sists  between  us--of  my  attachment  to  those,  principles 
which  he  has  so  well  defended,  and  of  my  respect  for  his 
person.  There  has  been  a  time,  my  lonis,  when  thoss 
who  wished  well  to  neither  of  us,  who  wished  to  see  us 
separated  for  ever,  found  a  sufficient  gratification  for 
their  malignity  against  us  both.  But  that  time  is  hap« 
pily  at  an  end.  The  friends  of  this  country  will,  I  doubt 
not,  hear  with  pleasure,  that  the  noble  lord  and  his 
friends  are  now  united  with  me  and  mine,  upon  a  prip* 
ciple  which  I  trust  will  make  our  union  indissoluble.  It 
is  liot  to  possess,  or  divide,  tlie  emoluments  of  govern* 
ment ;  but,  if  possible,  to  save  the  state.  Upon  this 
ground  we  met — upon  this  ground  we  stand,  firm  and 
inseparable.  No  ministerial  artifices,  no  private  offers^ 
no  secret  seduction,  can  divide  us.  United  as  we  are» 
we  can  set  the  profoundest  policy  of  the  present  minis^ 
try  their  grand,  their  only  arcanum  of  government,  their 
divide  ft  impera^  at  defiance. 

I  hope,  an  early  day  will  be  agreed  to  for  consider* 
•ing  tlie  state  of  the  nation.  My  infirmities  must  fall 
heavily  upon  me,  indeed,  if  I  do  not  attend  my  duties 
that  day.  When  I  consider  my  age  and  unhappy 
state  of  health,  I  feel  how  little  I  am  personally  inter- 
csted  in  the  event  of  any  political  question.  But  I 
look  fQrward  to  others,  wd  am  determined  as  far  as 
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way  poor  abflitf  extends,  to  convey  to  those  who  coi^ie 
aft^r  me»  the  blessings  which  I  cannot  long  hope  to  en* 
joy  myself. 


LORD  SANDWICH* 


On  ike  Pcwers  qf  the  House  of  Commons  in  Matters 
of  Election* 

How  the  matter  iKfore  us»  he  said,  ever  came  to  be  a 
question  in  debate,  or  how  it  could  be  supposed  that 
tiiis  house  should,  or  could  take  cognizance  of  an  af&ir 
that  does  not  in  any  respect  apply  to  them  (the  expul- 
sion and  incapacitation  of  members  being  acts  only  rela* 
tive' to  the  commons,  to  which  they  immediately  belong,) 
is  to  me  an  object  of  as  much  surprise,  as  any  I  ever 
met  with  in  the  course  of  my  being  a  member  of  this 
house. 

Though  the  impropriety  of  this  proceeding  might  be 
very  easUy  exposed  in  theory,  by  proving  particular  inhe- 
rent rights  in  either  house  uncontrolable  by  any  other 
power,  I  shall  avoid  launching  into  so  wide  a  field,  and 
confine  myself  to  the  state  of  our  journals,  where  we 
shall  find  many  instances  to  prove  the  independent  pow- 
er either  house  has  in  the  article  of  expulsion  and  in- 
capacitation. Two  fall  immediately  under  my  memory, 
which,  as  they  are  directly  similar,  I  shall  beg  leave  to 
remind  your  lordships  of. 

The  first  I  shall  mention  was  Lionel,  earl  of  Middlesex, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  11.  who,  for  certain  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanours, was  considered  not  only  as  an  improper  per- 
son to  officiate  for  the  present,  but  for  ever  precluded  and 
incapacitated  to  serve  m  this  house.  The  other  was  that 
of  lord  Bacon,  who,  though  a  man  of  acknowledged  great 
capacity  9  yet,  on  account  of  bribery  and  corruption  ^ing 
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•roved  Aguoist  lorn,  shared  tlie  ttme  fiite  ad  the  eari  ^ 
Middlesex.    Indeed  tlua  last  imtance  is  so  very  nolo* 
rious,  that  I  should  not  mention  it  to  your  lordshq»»  bat . 
that  it  applies  so  directly  to  my  present  purpose. 

In  both  these  cases,  we  find  no  alarm  from  any  of  4ie 
other  branches  of  legislation  ;  they  stood  quite  silent  and 
undisturbed,  knowing  their  interference  was  improper,  as 
well  as  unnecessary ;  nor  was  there  so  much  as  a  sup» 
"posal,  that  either  the  laws  of  this  house,  or  those  of  ^ 
land,  had  been  in  the  least  violated,  or  broke  Ui  upon. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know,  my  fords,  how  came  this 
doctrine  of  late  to  be  broached  f  Who  shouki  be  tbe 
most  naturallv  tenacious  of  their  ow«  liberties  and  pri^ 
vileges,  but  the  members  of  that  house  themselves  ?  Vet 
great  as  the  paradox  is,  we  find  numbers  of  those  very 
members,  both  in  the  house  and  out  of  it,  use  every  efibit 
to  devest  themselves  of  this  privilege*  How,  then,  are  w« 
to  explain  such  unaccountable  condud — bat  that  tlw 
spirit  of  party  has  gone  abroad,  and  has  been  sueeeasfiil 
in  its  wiles  of  seduction  ?  If  an^  encroachment,  indeed, 
had  been  made  on  the  other  branches  of  legislation,  either 
on  this  house,  or  the  l-oyal  prerogative,  then  it  would 
indispensably  behove  us  to  interfere  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whde ;  but  as  neither  of  these  have  happened,  as  the 
affair  is  only  a  point  that  respects  the  honour  of  th^ 
own  house,  let  us  leave  it  to  themselves  to  determine  it 
as  they  uke. 

But  it  is  urged  by  the  noble  marquis  who  opened  the 
debate,  that  an  alarm  is  gone  forth  among  the  peoj^e  i 
that  their  minds  are  disquieted ;  that  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  been  trampled  on ;  that  the  grievances  thejr 
have  petitioned  for  are  left  unredressed ;  and  to  close  this 
dreadful  catalogue  of  evils,  the  number  which  they  have 
repeatedly  returned,  has  been  as  repeatedly  rejected^ 
and  finaUy  incapacitated.  Though  I  have  the  higher 
opinion  of  the  noUe  marquis's  veracity  in  other  req)ect8^ 
I  must  beg  leave  to  think  he  is  very  much  mistaken  ia 
the  former  part  of  his  assertions.    I  have  been  at  some 
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fMUiis  (fitMn  die  bustle  this  alarm  first  created)  to  examine 
with  as  much  accura^  and  impartiality  as  I  was  capa* 
bfe,  into  its  real  situation  ;  and  I  have  found  it,  on  the 
Strictest  search,  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  faction,  first 
eet  on  foot  by  the  daring  and  ambitious,  and  occasionally 
supported  by  the  desperate,  necessitous,  and  ignorant. 
But  let  us  tsdce  the  fitct  as  represeqted*««We  are  told 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  £ngland  have  petition-- 
ed  for  a  redress  of  grievanees.  Now  the  whole  of  the 
people  of  England  are  contained  within  forty  counties  i 
thirteen  only  of  which  have  petitioned.— -This,  my 
loids,  on  the  first  view,  requires  no  deep  calculation^ 
■o  abstract  knowledge  of  numbers,  to  tell  that  thirteen 
is  not  quite  one  third  of  forty,  though  it  is  roundly  as* 
eerted,  that  the  whole  of  the  people  of  England  have 
petitioned.  If  we  will  further  suppose  (which  we  may 
impartially  do)  that  a  number  of  those  who  have  signed 
the  petitions  possess  no  manner  of  freehold,  but  are  led 
tinthev  either  by  the  g^eral  pressure  of  poverty,  the 
want  of  an  immediate  meal,  or  the  future  hopes  of  some 
better  establishment.  If  we  will,  likewise,  consider  what 
a  number  have  been  intkaidatedr  into  it  (I  say  intimidat* 
ed,  my  lords ;  for  if  we  look  into  the  Gkizette,  we  shall 
diere  find  menacing  letters,  frequently  directed  to  those 
who  had  firmness  of  mind,  amA  good  sense  sofficient  to  be 
guided  by  their  own  opinions  in  th^se  matters,)  we  shall^ 
even  in  these  thirteen  coynties,  fnd  the  number  so  less- 
ened, as  not  to  make  up  really  a  twentieth  part  of  his 
majes^'s  subjects. 

And  diall  the  supplicationSs,  then,  of  so  small  a  num- 
ber be  considered  as  the  general  voice  of  the  peoj^  ^ 
Are  privileges  to  be  broken  in  upon,  and  arbitrary  die«. 
tnne  to  be  complied  witb^  because  a  few  factious,  di8« 
qentented  people  would  have  it  so  ? 

1  remember,  my  lords,  tome  years  ago,  when  I  watr 
a  mctoba  of  the  othf  r  house,  there  was  a  remon^rance 
fit>m  the  aldermen  of  the  town  1  represented,  complain* 
bg  (ia  the  name  of  the  whole)  of  seme  corpontion 
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firaiiduleiices.  When  the  house  began  to  coMider  tiiat 
the  corporation  consisted  of  a  great  many  members,  and 
that  but  twoy  out  of  so  many  had  complained,  they  set 
tibe  remonstrance  aside,  as  nugatory  and  frivolous; 
judging  very  properly,  if  any  real  grievance  had  existed. 
It  would  have  been  better  supported. 

Let  us  then,  my  lords,  be  ^upperior  to  these  false 
alarms — ^the  feeble  echoes  of  despondence  and  ambition. 
Let  us  act  like  the  real  guardians  of  the  nation^  steady 
in  supporting  the  privileges  of  the  people,  but  not  too 
forwsird  to  appear  when  no  real  danger  presses. 

If  the  house  of  commons  think  themselves  insulted^ 
by  having  a  member  forced  up<m  them,  whose  private 
or  public  qualities  are  obnoxious  to  them,  let  them  de» 
feermine  it  among  themselves ;  it  would  ill  become  us  to 
widen  the  breach,  by  creating  a  rupture  between  those 
two  branches  of  the  legislation,  on  whose  unanimi^ 
and  concord  every  thing  depends  that  is  conducive  tb 
the  real  interests  of  the  people,  or  the  honour  of  the 
crown. 


EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 
In  Reply. 

He  began  by  observing,  that  the  noble  lord  had  been 
Very  adroit  in  referring  to  the  journals,  and  in  collecting 
every  circumstance  that  might  assist  his  argument. 
Though  my  long  and  almost  continued  infirmities  have 
denied  me  the  hour  of  ease  to  obtain  these  benefits,  yet, 
without  the  assistance  of  the  journals,  or  other  collate* 
ral  helps,  I  can  reply  to  both  the  precedents  which  his 
lordship  has  produced. 
I  will  readily  allow  the  facts  to  be  as  the  noble  eaii 
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has  statad  tibem,  viz.  that  Lionel,  earl  of  Middlesex,  sA 
well  as  lofd  Baeon,  were  both,  for  certain  crimes  and 
misdemeaiicHrs,  expelled  tfab  house,  and  incapacitated 
from  ei^r  sitting  here,  without  occasioning  anj  inters 
ferenee  from  the  other  branches  of  the  legislature^ 
Neither  of  these  cases  bears  any  analogy  to  the 
present  case;  they  affected  only  themselves;  the  right 
of  no  constituent,  body  were  i^ected  by  diem.  It  ig 
not  the  injury  done  to  the  person  of  Mn  Wilkes  that  is 
conoq^ikined  of;  as  an  individual^  he  is  personally  out  of 
dispute.  The  cause  of  complainti  the  great  cause  b,  that 
the  inherwt  rights  and  franchises  of  the  people  are  in  his 
case  invaded,  trampled  up(»i,  and  annihilated.  Lord  Ba** 
con  and  lord  Middlesex  represented  no  county  or  city. 
The  rights  of  no  freeholder,  the  franchises  of  no  elector 
were  destroyed  hy  their  expulsion.  The  cases  are  widely 
di&rent,  as  north  from  south.  But  I  will  allow  the  noble 
lord  a  suectdanwm  to  his  argument,  which,  probably^ 
he  has  not  as  yet  thought  of.  I  will  suppose  he  ar- 
gues ^'  that  whatever  authority  gives  a  seat  to  a  peer,  it 
is  at  least-as  respectable  as  that  which  gives  it  to  a  com- 
moner ;  and  that  both  in  expuldon  and  incapacitation  the 
injury  is  directly  the  same : " — granted ;  and  I  will  further 
allow,  that  if  Mr.  Wilkes  had  not  beeri"  re-elected  by  tho 
people,  the  first  expulsion,  I  believe,  would  be  efficients 
Therefore,  my  lords,  this  comparison  ceases ;  for,  ex^ 
cept  these  noble  lords  mentioned,  had  received  a  fresh 
title,  either  by  birth  or  patent,  they  could  not  possibly 
have  any  claim  after  the  first  expulsion^  The  noble 
lord  asks,  '^  How  came  this  doctrine  to  be  broached?" 
and  adds,  ^^  Who  should  be  more  tenacious  of  their 
liberties  and  privileges  than  thq  members  themselves  ?'' 
In  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  this  question,  I  agree 
none  should  be  so  proper  as  themselves  to  protect  their 
own  rights  and  privileges »  and  I  sincerely  lament  thas 
they  have  by  their  recent  conduct  so  far  forgot  wliat 
those  privileges  are,  that  they  have  added  to  the  long 
list  of  venality,  from  Esau  to  the  present  day.  In  regard 
Vol.  II.  8 


ZARL  OF  CHATHABl  '  (A.B..ina 


to  the  first  part,  <<  Hoi^cMiediitdoetrinetobel 
ed?"  I  must  tell  &e  noble  lord  it  is  as  old  as  tlw  con* 
stitutioaitadf;  the  ttberticsoftfae  people,  in  the  cranial 
distribution  of  government,  being  the  tot  thing  provided 
for ;  and  in  the  case  of  Mr«  Wilkes,  though  vve  have 
not  instances  as  namennis  as  in  other  cases,  yet  it  is  hj 
no  means  the  less  constitutionid ;  like  a  eomet  in  tk€ 
firmament,  which,  however  it  may  dassls  and  surprise 
the  vulgar  and  untutored,  by  the  unfrequenoy  of  its  ap^> 
pearance,  the  philosopher,  versed  in  astronomio  science, 
it  affects  no  more  than  any  other  common  process  of 
nature,  being  perfiMstly  simple,  and  to  him  perfectly  in^ 
telligible.  Need  I  remisd  you,  my  lords,  at  this  pe« 
riod,  of  that  common  school-boy  position  ^^  tiiat  tiie  eat^ 
stitution  of  thb  country  dep^ids  upon  king,  lords,  and 
commons,  and  that  each  by  thek^  power  b  a  babnee  to 
the  other  ?'^  If  this  be  not  the  case,  why  are  the  ^hree 
estates  constituted  ?  Wlqr  should  it  be  necessary,  before 
an  act  of  parliament  takes  phice,  that  their  mnUial  con- 
euirence  should  be  had  ?  My  lords,  I  am  ashamed  t» 
trudge  in  this  common  track  of  iffgument ;  and  have  no 
apology  to  make,  but  that  I  have  been  drawn  kto  it  by 
the  noble  kxd's  asserting  ^^  We  had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  privileges  of  the  other  house."  The  noble 
earl  has  been  very  exact  in  bis  calculations  oi  the  pro« 
portion  of  persons  who  have  petitioned ;  and  did  the 
afiair  rest  merely  on  this  calculation,  his  argument 
would  be  unanswerable :  but  will  he  consider  what  num« 
bers  there  are  who  felt  all  the  rigour  of  parliamentary 
proceedings,  but  whose  sentiments,  for  want  of  a  fimr 
principals  to  call  them  together  and  collect  their  opi- 
nions, have  never  reached  the  ear  of  their  sovereign?  if. 
we  add  to  this  number  the  interest  made  use  of  on  the 
side  of  government  to  supineas  all  petitions,  with  the 
authority  that  placemen  liAve  necessarily  over  their  de- 
pendents, it  is  very  surprising,  that  out  of  forty  coundes 
thuteen  had  nnrit  and  independence  sufficient  to  stem 
such  a  tide  of  venality.    But  I  will  suppose  that 
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infttiiieeMe;  tfastnoundiieiiAlience  was  made  use 
4df  and  that  henoe  but  otie*third  of  the  people  think 
dbcnadvcs  aggrieved.  Are  numberB  to  consthute  right  f 
Are  not  the  laws  of  the  land  fixed  and  unalterable  f 
And  is  not  this  proceeding  complained  of,  or  any  other, 
(supported  even  but  by  one)  to  be  tried  and  adjudged 
by  these  laws  f  Therefore,  however  die  noble  lord  may 
txeet  in  the  doctrine  of  calcuhition,  as  a  speculative 
OMitter,  it  can  by  no  means  serve  him,  urged  in  the 
course  of  tfgument. 

X^et  us  not  dien,  my  lords,  be  deaf  to  the  alarms  of 
the  people,  whea  these  alarms  are  founded  on  the  in« 
fiiagemeixt  of  their  rights.  Let  us  not  sit  neuter  and 
isttttentive  to  Hic  proceeduigs  of  Ae  other  house.  We 
ire  equally  with  that  house  entrusted  with  the  people's 
i^hts,  and  we  cannot  conscientioody  dischaige  our  du* 
ties  without  oar  interference,  whenever  we  find  those 
ril^ts,  in  any  part  of  the  constitution,  trampled  upon. 

I  have*  my  lords,  trespassed  on  your  patience,  at  this 
late  hour  of  die  night,  when  the  length  of  the  debate 
nwst  have  fatigued  your  lordships  c<HisiderabIy.  But 
I  cannot  apdogiae*  In  a  case  so  deepfy*  interesting  f o 
the  nation,  no  time  can  be  too  long^no  time  can  be 
kmt— *no  hardships  can  be  complained  of.  He  con- 
demned the  oondttct  of  the  house  of  commons,  in  terms 
of  asperity.  He  denominated  the  vote  of  that  house, 
which  had  made  colonel  LuttreU  representative  for 
Middleaex,  a  gross  invasion  of  the  rights  of  election,  a 
dangerous  violation  of  the  English  constitution,  a  trea- 
cherous surrender  of  the  invaluable  privileges  of  a  free- 
hold,  and  a  corrupt  sacrifice  of  their  own  honour.  They 
had  stript  the  statute  book  of  its  brightest  ornaments, 
to  gild  the  wings,  not  of  prerogative,  but  of  unprinci- 
pled fiiction  and  lawless  dominion.  To  gratify  die  re- 
sentments of  some  individuals,  the  laws  had  been  des- 
{Msed,  trampled  upon,  and  destroyed;  those  laws 
wiiich  had  been  made  by  the  stem  virtue  of  their  an- 
ccstors,  the  iron  banms  oi  old,  to  whom  we  were  in- 
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debted  for  all  the  blessings  of  our  present  eonstitiitkm, 
to  whose  virtue  and  whose  biood,  to  whose  spirit  in  the 
hour  of  contest,  and  to  whose  tenderness  in  the  triumpli 
of  victory,  the  barons  of  the  present  day  owe  their  ho* 
nours  and  thdr  seats,  and  lx>th.hoiises  of  parliament 
owe  their  c(Hitinuance«  These  measures,  he  satd^ 
made  a  part  of  diat  unhappy  system  which  had  been 
formed  in  the  present  reign,  with  a  view  to  new  mode! 
the  constitution,  as  well  as  the  government.  These 
measures  originated,  he  would  not  say,  with  his  ma«* 
jesty's  knowledge,  but  in  his  majesty's  councils.  The 
commons  had  slavishly  obeyed  the  commands  of  his 
majesty's  servants,  and  had  thereby  exhH>ited  and 
proved  to  the  conviction  of  every  man,  what  might  have 
been  only  matter  of  suspicion  before — that  ministers 
held  a  corrupt  influence  in  parliament ;  it  was  demon-^ 
strable,  it  was  indisputable.  It  was  therefore  partis' 
cularly  necessary  for  dieir  lordships,  at  this  critical  and 
alarming  period,  so  full  of  jealousy  and  apprehension, 
to  step  forwards,  and  oppose  themselves,  on  the^  one 
hand,  to  the  justly  incensed,  and  perhaps  speedy,  in- 
temperate  rage  ef  the  people :  and  on  the  otl»r,  to  llie 
criminal  and  malignant  conduct  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters :  that  they  mi^t  prevent  licentiousness  on  the  one 
side,  and  depredation,  on  the  other.  Their  lordships 
were  the  constitutional  barrier  between  the  extremes  of 
Jibprty  and  prerogative, 


LORD  MANSFIELD. 

His  Speech  on  the  same  Subject. 

My  Lords, 

In  this  debate,  though  it  has  been  already  spok^i  to 
with  gre^t  eloquence  qnd  perspicuity,  I  canaot  content 
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mjrsdf  with  only  giving  a  silent  vote*  I  feel  myself 
undw  a  strong  necessity -of  saying  something  more ;  the 
subject  requires  it,  and  though  the  hour  is  late,  I  shall 
demand  your  indulgence,  while  I  offer  my  sentiments 
on  tlus  motion.  What  part  I  took  previously  in  this 
matter  shall  ever  remam  with  myself.  I  have,  I  must 
confess,  deported  it  in  the  breast  of  one  of  the  royal 
fionily,  but,  resting  secure  in  that  confidence,  I  shall 
never  declare  it  to  any  other. 

I  am  sure,  my  lords,  many  of  you  must  remember 
from  your  reading  and  experience,  several  persons  ex. 
pelled  the  house  of  commons,  without  ever  this  house 
onee  pretending  to  interfere,  or  call  in  question  by  what 
anthority  they  did  so.  1  remember  several  myself  (here 
his  lordship  quoted  several  cases  with  great  strength  of 
memory),  in  all  which,  though  most  of  the  candidates 
were  sure  to  be  re-chosen,  they  never  once  applied, 
resting  contented  with  the  expulsatory  power  of  the 
house,  as  the  only  self-sufficient  dernier  resort  of  ap* 
plication.  It  has  been  echoed  on  all  sides,  from  the 
partizans  of  this  motion,  that  the  house  of  commons 
acted  illegally,  in  accepting  colonel  Liittrell,  who  haJ 
but  296  Vbtes,  in  preference  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  who  had 
1143 ;  but  this  is  a  mistake  of  the  grossest  nature  ima« 
ginable,  and  which  nothing  but  the  intemperature  of 
people's  zeal  could  possibly  transport  them  to.  As  Mr. 
Wilkes  had  been  previously  considered  by  the  laws  as  an 
unqualified  person  to  represent  the  people  in  parliament ; 
therefore,  it  appears  very  plainly,  that  colonel  LuttreU 
had  a  very  great  majority,  not  less  than  296,  Mr.  Wilkes 
being  considered  as  nobody  in  the  eye  of  the  law ;  con^ 
sequendy  colonel  LuttreU  had  no  legal  opposition. 

In  all  contested  elections,  where  one  of  tlie  parties 
think  themselves  not  legally  treated,  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  to  whom  it  is  tiiey  generally  resort.  Is  it  to  the 
freeholders  <rf  the  borough,  or  to  the  county  they  would 
rqvesent,  or  is  it  to  the  people  at  large  ?  Who  cannot 
see,  at  once,  the  absurdi^  of  such  a  question  ?  Who  is 
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90  ignoraot  of  our  laws,  that  cannot  immediatelir  lepljr 
and  saj.  ^Mt  b  to  the  houae  of  commonat  who  arc  die 
only  judges  to  detennine  eTeiy  nicety  of  the  lava.dT 
elections,  and  from  whom  there  is  no  tupptalf  after  they 
have  once  giventheir  determination."  All  the  freehold* 
er  can  do,  is  to  determine  on  his  object  by  giving  him 
his  vote— the  ultimate  power  lies  with  the  house  dT 
commons,  who  are  to  judge  of  his  being  a  legal  object 
of  representation  in  the  several  branches  of  his  qualifica^* 
tiohs.  This,  my  lords,  I  believe,  is  advancing  no  new 
doctrine,  nor  adding  an  iota  to  the  extension  of  the  pri# 
vilege  of  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  moie  tfaaa 
what  the  -constitution  has  long  ago  given  him*  Yet,  here 
is  a  cry  made,  in  a  case  that  dxrtcdy  applies  to  ^idiak  I 
have  been  speaking  of,  as  if  it  was  illegal,. arbitrary^  and 
unprecedented. 

I  do  not  remember,  my  lords,  either  in  the  course  of 
my  reading  or  observation,  ever  to  know  an  instance  of 
a  person  being  re-chosen,  after  being  expelled,  till  Ait 
year  1711.  Then,  indeed,  my  memory  serves  me  with 
a  case  of  sir  Robert  Walpole ;  he  was  expelled  the  house 
«>f  commons,  aqd  was  afterwards  re-chosen ;  but  this 
last  event  did  not  take  place  till  the  meeting  of  the  next 
parliament ;  and  during  that  interval  I  find  no  debate 
about  the  illegality  of  his  expulsion,  no  interference  of 
the  house  of  lords,  nor  no  addresses  from  the  public  to 
decry  that  measure,  by  a  dissolution  of  parliament. 

Indeed,  as  for  a  precedent  of  one  house  interfering 
with  the  rules,  orders,  or  business  of  another,  my  me« 
mory  does  not  serve  me  at  present  with  the  recollection 
of  a  single  one.  As  to  the  case  of  Titus  Oates,  as  men* 
tioned  by  the  noble  lord  in  my  eye  (lord  Chatham,)  he 
is  very  much  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  mode :  his  was  a 
trial  in  the  king's  bench,  which,  on  a  writ  of  error,  the 
house  of  commons  interfered  in,  and  they  had  an  autho* 
rity  for  so  doing.  A  judge  certainly  may  be  mistaken  in 
points  of  law — The  wisest  and  the  best  of  us  may  be  so 
at  times,  and  it  reflects  no  discredit ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
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does  particular  honour,  where  he  finds  himself  so  mis- 
tskeiiy  to  reverse  his  own  decree ;  but  for  one  house  of 
puiiament,  interfering  with  the  business,  and  reversing 
the  resolutions  of  an^er,  it  is  not  only  unprecedented^ 
but  unconstitutional  to  the  last  degree. 

But  suppose,  my  lords,  that  this  house  coincided  with 
this  motion ;  suppose  we  all  agreed,  nem.  can.  **  to  re« 
peal  and  rescind  ^e  resolutions  of  the  house  of  commons 
in  regard  to  Ihe  expulsion  and  incapacitation  of  Mr. 
Wilkes  ;*' — ^Good  God,  what  may  be  the  consequence  ! 
The  people  are  violent  enough  already ;  and  to  bawe  the 
superior  branch  of  legislation  join  them,  would  be  giving 
sudi  a  public  encouragement  to  their  proceedings,  that 
I  ahnost  tremble;  while  I  even  suppose  such  a  scene  of 
anarchy  and  confusion. 

I  remember,  my  lords,  an  anecdote  of  Roman  histoiv, 
^as  told  us  by  that  justly  celebrated  historian,  Livy.  At 
a  period  when  the  people  of  Rome  thought  their  senate 
were  acting  unconstit^ti<Mudly ,  they  had  formed  a  scheme 
oi  pving  &tm  up  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Deter- 
mined on  this  opinion,  they  were  for  some  time  waiting 
but  for  an  oj^ortunity ;  when  one  of  their  leaders,  on 
whose  valour,  wisdom,  and  integrity  they  had  the  last 
dependence,  diverted  them  from  their  intentions,  by  re- 
minding them  *^  that  by  this  revolution  they  might  pro- , 
bably  change  for  worse  masters."  From  die  bference 
that  mav  be  drawn  from  this  anecdote,  and  for  the  rea- 
sons I  have  abeady  mentioned  to  your  lordships,  I  am 
against  this  Inll. 
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CHARLES  PRATT, 

(earl  CAMDEK,) 

Was  the  Bon  of  sir  John  Pratt,  and  bom  in  the  year  1713.  He  was 
educated  at  Cambridge.  He  made  little  figure  for  iftany  years 
after  he  was  called  to  the  bar ;  but  at  lengthy  by  the  interest  of 
the  chancellor  Henley,  he  obtained  considerable  practice,  and  was 
recommended  by  him  to  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Pitt,  afterwards 
lord  Chatham.  By  this  means,  he  succes^vely  rose  to  the  sta« 
tions  of  attomey*general,  chief  justice  of  the  common  pleas,  and 
lord  chancellor.  He  distinguished  himself  in  thelatter  situatibna 
by  taking  a  decided  part  against  the  government,  in  &vour  of 
Wilkes.  For  this,  he  had  the  freedom  of  the  dty  of  London 
Toted  him  in  a  gold  box,  and  his  portrait  was  stuck  up  in  Guild- 
hall. He  was  made  president  of  the  council  after  the  American 
war,  which  situation  he  held  till  his  death,  in  1794.  He  appears  to 
baye  been  a  mere  party  man,  without  any  abilities  whatever,  and 
without  that  sense  of  his  own  deficiencies  which  atones  for  the  wsmt 
of  them.  He  was  the  legal  mouth-piece  of  Chatham,  the  judicial 
oracle  of  the  party,  who  gravely  returned  the  answers  that  were 
given  him  by  the  political  priesthood,  of  whom  he  was  the  organ* 
He  was  one  of  those  dull,  plodding,  headstrong,  honest  men,  vrith 
whom  so  large  a  part  of  the  community  naturally  sympathise> 
and  of  whom  it  is  always  convenient  to  have  one  at  least  in 
every  administration,  or  antiministerial  party.  To  the  generality 
of  mankind,  dulnofis  is  the  natural  object  of  sympathy  and  ad« 
miration ;  it  is  the  element  in  which  they  breathe ;  it  is  that 
which  is  best  fitted  to  their  gross  capacities.  The  divinity  of  go* 
nius  is  itself  too  dazzling  an  object  for  them  to  behold,  and  re* 
quires  the  friendly  interposition  of  some  tliick  cloud  to  dim  iu 
lustre,  and  blunt  the  fierceness  of  its  rays.  The  people  love  to 
idolize  greatness  in  some  vulgar  representation  of  it,  and  to  wor* 
ship  their  own  likeness  in  stocks  and  stones.  Lord  Camden  was 
just  the  man  to  address  those  who  can  only  assent,  but  cumot 
reason.  With  men  of  this  character,  the  strength  of  the  reason* 
ing  always  weakens  the  force  of  the  argument ;  their  heads  will 
only  bear  a  ccrfdin  quantity  of  thought,  and  by  attempting  to 
enlighten,  you  only  confound  their  understandings.  Any  thing 
like  proof  always  operates  as  a  negative  quantity  upon  their  pre- 
judices, because  it  puts  them  out  of  their  way,  and  they  caimot 
get  into  any  other.  Nothmg  can  be  more  feebie  than  the  follow* 
ing  reply  of  his  to  lord  Mansfield,  in  which  he  had  pledged  him- 
self to  prove — 1  know  not  what.  He  was  more  ready  to  throw 
down  his  pledges  than  to  redeem  them,  (to  speak  in  the  parlk* 
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tnentiit  ttfl^)  this  wa^of tttlecohsequence*.  Though  tyft«n  foiled* 
it  did  not  abate  his  ardour,  or  lessen  his  confidence  :  he  was  still 
stmunch  to  his  cause,  and  (no  matter  whether  right  or  wropg  hi  hia 
argument,)  he  was  always  sure  of  his  conclusion.  The  less  sue* 
t^ss  a  man  has  in  malntaixiing  his  point,  the  more  does  he  shew 
his  steadiness  and  attachment  to  his  object  in  perseyering  in  it  in 
ifMte  of  opposition ;  and  the  proof  of  fortitude  which  he  thus  gives 
must  naturally  induce  aU  Uiose  of  the  same  sangume  disposi* 
tion,  who  have  the  same  zeal  and  Ihe  same  imbecility  in  the 
defence  of  truth,  to  make  common  cause  with  hinv  Such  was 
Jxurd  Camden  ;  of  whom,  however,  f  lest  I  should  seem  to  have 
conceived  some  hasty  prejudice  agahist  him^)  I  must  confess  that 
I  am  by  no  means  convinced  that  he  was  not  quite  as  great  a 
man  as  the  generality  of  those  who  have  risen  by  the  same  gar- 
d&dons  to  the  sbme  high  offices  that  he  did,  either  before  or 
sihce  his  time. 


Sis  Speech  in  Reply. 

My  Lords, 

I  HAVE  reserved  myself  till  now  in  this  debate.  In« 
deed  1  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  speak  after  so  many 
of  my  ingenious  friends,  who  have  discussed  this  subject 
with  an  eloquence  and  integrity  that  must  reflect  equal 
honour  on  tneir  hearts  and  abilities  ;  but  the  sentiments 
of  the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack,  just  delivered,  force 
me  from  my  seat,  and  I  should  think  myself  wanting  in 
my  duty,  as  a  friend  to  this  house,  to  the  constitution, 
and  consequently  to  the  cause  I  am  embarked  in,  did  I 
forego  making  some  observations  on  opinions,  I  think, 
pregnant  with  such  unconstitutional' doctrines*  As  to 
the  noble  lord's  reasons  on  the  first  measure  of  this  de- 
bate^^-^why  he  concealed  them,  or  what  is  equally  the 
same,  only  communicated  Uiem  in  confidence  to  one 
person,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them ;  they  may  ap*. 
pear  sufficiently  cogent  to  influence  him  to  act  so  2 
though  I  could  not  reconcile  it  to  myself^  in  a  matter  of 
Vox..  XL  a 
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such  impoFtance,  to  sit  totally  neuter ;  there  is  a  period 
when  this  poised  situation  in  so  principal  an  oiEcer  of 
the  crown,  becomes  dangerous  to  the  state,  as  well  as 
criminal  in  the  party  ;  and  the  negation  of  advice  when 
wanted,  very  often  may  be  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
fatal  oonsequenoe,  My  noble  friends,  who  have  spoke 
early  in  this  debate,  particularly  the  noble  lord  who 
faces  me,  f  meaning  lord  Chatham)  have  most  fully  and 
satisfactorily  shewn  yqu  th^  illegality  of  the  Middlesex 
proceedings  in  parliamentt  He  has  explained  how  the 
votes  of  electors  have  been  unwarrantably  set  aside  j 
ho\y  the  house  of  pommons  have  assumed  a  power,  in 
respect  to  the  election  in  point,  of  getting  up  their  will 
against  magna  charta^  the  bill  of  rights,  and  those  fun-^ 
damental  laws  from  whence  the  people  at  large  derive 
their  privilege  *. ;  in  short,  he  has  very  judiciously  paint* 
cd  its  process,  and  held  it  out  in  that  strong,  yet  not 
pvercliargcd  colouring,  it  really  we^lrs. 

The  noble  lord  on  the  wool-sack  asks,  in  all  contested 
f  lectionSy  who  should  the  people  resort  to  but  the  house 
of  commons  to  decide  on  their  legality  ?  I  agree  thus  far 
wijth  the  noble  lord,  they  are  very  judiciously  the  resort 
in  these  cases ;  but  what  do  they  determine  on  ?  Why, 
they  arc  to  determine  on  the  qualifications  of  the  voter, 
the  validity  qf  charters,  usage  of  places,  and  the  ma- 
jorityofthe  number  of  electors  thus  qualified.  But  in 
the  case  before  us,  the  opponent  doe^  not  even  pretend 
that  any  of  these  were  broke  in  upon  ;  conscious  of  be- 
ing able  to  play  a  safer  and  more  expeditious  game,  he 
only  produces  his  296  vptesi,  which  though  but  a  fourth 
part  of  wliat  was  voted  against  him,  serve  him  effectually, 
and  he  takes  hi«  seat  as  if  he  had  an  apparent  majority, 
qualified  in  every  respect  ^eeable  to  the  principles  of 
the  constitution.  But  then  it  is  objected,  th^t  Mr*  Wilke^ 
being  an  expelled  member,  he  could  not  be  considered 
as  a  legal  opponent.  Will  that  noble  lord  suffer  me  to 
fisk  him  another  question,  by  way  of  answer.: — Was  there 
not  g  time  when  Mr,  Wilkes  \vs^  ppt  ynder  expulsion. 
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and  when  he  was  imanimously  chosetl  ?  What  iheil  pre* 
vented  the  house  from  admitting  him  their  member  ?  lam 
ashamed  to  guess  at  it-^merely  because  they  would  act  in 
an  arbitrary,  dictatorial  manner,  in  spite  of  laW  or  pre- 
cedent, against  reason  of  justice-*^-^  secret  influence  had 
said  the  words,  "  Mr.  Wilkes  shall  not  sit ;"  and  the 
fiat  was  to  be  obeyed,  though  it  tore  up  the  heart-strings 
of  this  excellent  constitution. 

The  noble  lord  has  been  Very  expert  In  referring  to 
cases ;  he  has  shewn  great  strength  of  memory,  as  well 
as  industry^  in  so  readily  producing  them }  but  I  ap'^ 
prehend  the  question  should  be  taken  upon  a  more  broad 
and  general  bottom ;  not  only  as  a  particular  candidate 
against  a  particular  candidate  not  as  Mr.  Wilkes  op^ 
posed  to  colonel  Luttrell,  but  as  the  electors  at  large 
against  the  assumed  power  of  the  house  of  commons. 
The  noble  lord,  though  I  am  very  well  acqusdnted  with 
the  goodness  of  his  memory,  and  have  but  just  now 
borne  testimony  to  it,  has  however  forgot  one  prece* 
dent,  where  one  branch  of  the  legislature  took  cogni<> 
zance  of  the  other.  I  shall  beg  leave  to  remind  him  of 
it,  and  I  am  sure,  when  I  mention  it,  his  intimate  know« 
ledge  with  the  history  of  his  country  Will  readily  furnish 
him  with  a  recollection  of  it«  It  Was  that  infamous  tax 
of  ship  money  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  first*  This 
inequitable,  Ainconstitutional  tax,  was  as  loudly  talked 
of  to  be  legal  then,  as  the  expulsion  and  incapacitation 
of  Mr.  Wilkes  is  at  this  day,  and  it  received  almost  as 
g^at  an  authority  4  it  received  the  authority  of  the  twelve 
judges  of  the  land,  assembled  in  solemn  convocation  in 
the  court  of  exchequer ;  a  ratificatioti  thail  which  no- 
thing CQuld  be  seemingly  stronger ;  but  what  did  the  suc« 
ceeding  parliament,  who  met  in  the  year  1640,  do? 
Why,  die  very  first  thing  they  did,  was  to  nullify  that  de- 
termination, as  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  land, 
and  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  people*  And  will  any 
one  be  hardy  enough  at  this  day  to  assert  they  did  wrong? 
So  far  from  being  alarmed  at  one  act  of  legisladon  inter- 
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* 

fering  with  another,  they  considered^  that  though  it  wm 
a  painful  act  of  necessity,  yet  it  was  better  to  do  so,  thm 
suffer  themselves  to  be  enslaved — the  people  justly  join- 
ed  in  the  cry,  and  it  then  ceased  to  be  a  case  betwe^ 
Mr.  Hampden  and  the  king,  but  the  people  of  Englaad 
against  venal  and  oppressive  ministers. 

I  will  suppose,  for  a  mpment,  that  our  ancestors  acte4 
as  the  noble  lord  on  the  wool-sack  at  present  advise^  ; 
that  they,  for  fear  of  fomenting  the  divisions  of  the 
people,  acquiesced  under  the  sentenqe  of  the  Judges— 
what  would  be,  at  this  day,  the  consequence?  Why,  my 
lords,  we  should  only  be  taxed  at  the  arbitrary  will  kA^ 
minister,  and  if  we  dared  to  conip}ain,  we  should  be 
treated  as  persons  acting  in  opposition  to  the  l^ws  of  the 
land. 

As  for  my  part,  I  must  agree  with  my  noble  friend 
who  niade  this  motion,  ^<  tlut  I  will  join  my  feeble  ef- 
forts to  the  voice  of  the  people,"— and  the  louder  I 
hear  them  cry,  the  more  I  jshall  be  pleased ;  and  shaU 
ever,  while  they  procoed  in  a  legal  manner,  be  proud  of 
the  honour  of  assisting  them.  Let  us  consider,  my  lords, 
we  are  not  now  debating  a  ridiculous  point  of  precedence, 
or  honour,  but  the  liberties  and  laws  of  this  country ;  and, 
in  such  a  critical  case  of  necessity,  it  becomes  us  to  be 
sanguine,  it  becomes  us  to  be  unwearied  in  our  endea* 
vours.  The  judgment  passed  upon  the  Middlesex  elec- 
tion has  given  the  constitution  a  more  dangerous  wound 
than  any  which  were  given  during  the  twelve  years  ab- 
sence of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I;  and 
though  this  bill  might  be  rejected  (as  we  are  all  sensible 
how  fiu:  a  majority  will  supersede  reason  and  argument) 
I  trust  in  the  good  sense  and  spirit  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  that  they  will  renew  the  claims  of  their  inherent 
and  unalienable  right  to  a  true  and  free  representation 
in  parliament ;  and  if,  session  after  session,  the  same 
&tal  influence  should  continue,  (which,  iix  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  this  country.  Heaven  avert!)  I  expect  £ng« 
Ushmen  will  not  lose  sight  of  this  bill  at  the  next  general 
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«lccti9^ ;  but  diat,  thra,  they  will  make  such  a  comr 
jpact  with  the  elected,  as  to  procure  an  equal  r^presentar 
tioB,  a^Mj  a  full  rfdreaa  of  tl^  miany  difficulties  Uiey  have 
loured  ttuder; 


LORD  MANSFIELD. 


JSf  ^Speech  an  the  Debate  fir  reetraining  Privilege  and 
ioAing  all  Privilege  awayjhm  a  Lord^s  or  a  Mcm&er^e 
Bffeete  and  Servante.  ^ 

My  Lords, 

Whsv  I  consider  the  importance  of  this  bill  to  your 
lordships,  I  am  not  surprised  it  has  taken  up  so  much  of 
your  consideration.  It  is  a  bill,  indeed,  of  no  common 
magnitude ;  it  is  no  less  than  to  take  away  from  two* 
thirds  of  the  legislative  body  of  this  great  kingdom,  cer- 
tain privileges,  and  immunities,^  of  which  they  have  long 
been  possessed.  Perhaps  there  is  no  situation  which 
the  human  mind  can  be  placed  in,  that  is  so  diflicult  and 
so  trying,  as  where  it  is  made  a  judge  in  its  own  cause* 
There  is  something  implanted  in  the  breast  of  man^  so 
attached  to  itself,  so  tenacious  of  privileges  once  obtain^ 
ed,  that  in  such  a  situation,  either  to  discuss  with  impar«« 
tiality,  or  decide  with  justice,  has  ever  been  held  as  the 
summit  of  aU  human  virtue.  The  bill^  now  in  question 
puts  your  lordships  in  this  very  predicament;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  the  wisdom  of  your  decision  will  convince 
the  wwld,  that  where  self-interest  and  justice  are  in  op- 
posite scales,  the  latter  will  ever  preponderate  with  your 
lordships. 

Frivilegies  have  been  granted  to  legislators  in  all  i^s, 
and  in  ^U  countries.  The  practice  is  founded  in  wisdom ; 
and  indeed,  it  Is  peculiarly  essential  to  the  constitution 
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of  this  country,  that  the  members  of  both  houses  should 
be  free  in  their  persons  in  cases  of  civil  suits ;  for  there 
may  come  a  time  when  the  safety  and  welfare  of  this 
whole  empire  may  depend  upon  their  attendance  in  par- 
liament. God  forbid  that  I  should  advise  any  measure 
that  would  in  future  endanger  the  state ;  but  the  bill 
before  your  lordships  has,  I  am  confident,  no  such  ten- 
dency,  for  it  expressly  secures  the  persons  of  members 
of  either  house  in  all  civil  suits,  *  This  being  the  case,  I 
confess,  when  I  see  man%  noble  lords,  for  whose  judg- 
ment  I  have  a  very  great  respect,  standing  up  to  oppose 
a  bill  which  is  calculated  merely  to  facilitate  the  recovc- 
ry  of  just  and  legal  debts,  I  am  astonished  and  amazed. 
They,  I  doubt  not,  oppose  the  bill  upon  public  princi- 
ples :  I  would  not  wish  to  insinuate  that  private  interest 
nas  the  least  weight  in  their  determinations. 

This  bill  has  been  frequently  proposed,  and  as  fre- 
quently miscarried  ;  but  it  was  always  lost  in  the  lower 
house.  Little  did  I  think  when  it  had  passed  the  com- 
mons, that  it  possibly  could  have  met  with  such  oppo- 
sition here.  Shall  it  be  said  that  you,  my  lords,  the  grand 
.council  of  the  nation,  the  highest  judicial  and  legis- 
lative body  of  the  realm,  endeavour  to  evade,  by  privi- 
lege, those  very  laws  which  you  enforce  on  your  fellow- 
subjects  ?  Forbid  it  justice  ! — I  am  sure,  were  the  noble 
lords  as  well  acquainted  ^s  I  am  with  but  half  the  difficul- 
ties and  delays  that  are  every  day  occasioned  in  the  courts 
of  justice,  under  pretence  of  privilege,  they  would  not, 
nay,  they  could  not  oppose  this  bill. 

I  have  waited  with  patience  to  hear  what  arguments 
might  be  urged  against  the  bill  5  but  I  have  waited  in 
vain.  The  truth  is,  there  is  no  argument  that  can  weigh 
against  it.  The  justice,  the  expediency  of  this  bill  is 
such,  as  renders  it  self-evident.  It  is  a  proposition  of 
that  nature  that  can  neither  be  weakened  by  argument, 
nor  entangled  with  sophistry.  Much,  indeed,  has  been 
said  by  some  noble  lords^  on  the  wisdom  of  our  ances- 
tors and  how  differently  they  thought  from  us. 
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They  not  only  decreed  that  privilege  should  prevent 
all  civil  suits  from  proceeding  during  the  sitting  of  parlia* 
ment,  but  likewise  granted  protection  to  the  very  servants 
of  members.  I  shall  say  nothing  on  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors ;  it  might  perhaps  appear  invidious,  and  is  not 
necessary  in  the  present  case. 

I  shall  only  say,  that  the  noble  lords  that  flatter  them- 
selves with  the  weight  of  that  reflection,  should  remem- 
ber,  that  as  circumstances  alter,  things  themselves  should 
alter.  Formerly  it  was  not  so  fashionable  either  for 
masters  or  servants  to  run  in  debt,  as  it  is  at  present ;  nor 
formerly  were  merchants  and  manufacturers  members  of 
parliament,  as  at  present.  The  case  now  is  very  different, 
both  merchants  and  manufi^cturers  are,  with  great  pro* 
priety,  elected  members  of  the  lower  house.  Commerce 
having  thus  got  into  the  legislative  body  of  the  kingdom^ 
privileges  must  be  done  away. 

We  all  know  that  the  very  soul  and  essence  of  trade 
are  regular  payments  ;  and  sad  experience  teaches  us, 
that  there  are  men,  who  will  not  make  their  regular  pay- 
ments without  the  compressive  power  of  the  laws.  The 
law,  then,  ought  to  be  equally  open  to  all ;  any  exemption 
to  particular  men,  or  particular  ranks  of  men,  is,  in  a 
free  and  commerpial  country,  a  solecism  of  the  grossest 
nature. 

But  I  will  not  trouble  your  lordships  with  arguments 
for  that  whiqh  is  sufficiently  evident  without  any.  I  shall 
only  say  a  few  words  to  some  noble  lords,  who  foresee 
much  inconveniency  from  the  person  of  their  servants 
being  liable  to  be  arrested.  One  noble  lord  observes, 
that  the  coachman  of  a  peer  may  be  arrested  while  he  is 
driving  his  master  to  the  house,  and  consequently,  he 
will  not  be  able  to  attend  hb  duty  in  parliament.  If 
this  was  actually  to  happen,  there  are  so  many  methods 
by  which  the  member  might  still  get  to  the  house,  I  can 
hardly  diink  the  noble  lord  is  serious  in  his  objection. 
Another  noble  peer  said,  that  by  this  bill  they  might 
lose  their  mo9\  valuable  an4  honept  servants,    Thi^  { 
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COLONEL  BARRE.* 


He  was  one  of  the  most  etreouoiw  oK>osen  of  lord  Noith^s  i 

tration.  Junius  says,  "  I  would  borrow  a  simile  from  Burke»  or  a 
sarcasm  from  Barre.*'  There  is  a  vein  of  shrewd  irony,  a  lively, 
ftmiliaryconversational  pleasantij  running  through  all  his  speeches. 
Garrii  amU9  ex  re  yubeUa$.    His  eloquence  b  celtaildy  the  matt 

,  mnvcf  the  most  impromeditated,  the  most  gay  aall  heedless*  thsft 
can  be  imagined  He  was  really  and  naturaQy  what  Courteaej 
(afterwards)  only  pretended  to  be. 


On  the  Motion/bt  an  Address. 

He  argued  against  the  motion,  and  said,  let  us  fairly 
examine  the  conduct  of  ministers. — About  the  latter 
end  of  May,  or  the  beginning  of  June,  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  fate  of  Falkland  Island.  At  that 
time    they    learned    that    the    governor    of    Bueno9 

•  I  am  sorry  that  1  can  give  no  account  of  this  celebrated  cha- 
racter. Indeed^  I  hare  to  apologize  to  the  reader  for  the  frequent 
defects  and  chasms  ki  the  biographical  part  of  the  work.  I  have 
looked  carefully  into  the  dictionaries,  but  unless  a  man  happens  to 
have  been  a  non-confomust  divine  in  the  last  centurv,  a  chymistf 
or  the  maker  of  a  new  spelling  and  pronouncbg  dictionary,  his 
name  is  hardly  sure  of  obtaining  a  place  in  these  learned  compila- 
tions. The  writers  seem)  b^  a  natural  sympathy,  more  amdous  to 
bring  obscure  merit  into  notice,  than  to  gratify  the  idle  cariosity  of 
the  public  r^pecting  characters  on  which  a  dazzling  splendor  haa 
been  shed,  by  the  accidental  circumstances  of  situation,  by  superfi- 
eial  accomplishments,  and  shewy  talents.  In  giving  the  history  of 
Ulustrious  statesmen  or  pofiticiana,  they  are  very  uncertain  helps  ; 
hut  if  any '  one  had  to  make  out  a  Hat  of  antiqaarians,  8chool<4naa- 
ters,  or  conjurors,  he  would  find  them,  complete  for  his  purpose.  The 
Barres,  the  Grcnvilles,  and  the  Townshends,  are  forgotten  ;  while 
tfve  Dyches,  the  Fennings,  the  Lillys,  and  the  Laxtons,  vie  with  the 
heroes  and  sages  of  antiquity,  in  these  motley  lists  of  fiame,  which 
like  deathf  level  ail  ranks,  and  confonnd  ay  diiirinctkma. 


hyn^  M  MM  a  frigate  or  two,  to  warn  our  tre<i^B  to 
i|uit  the  i^laod :  that  our  commanding  officer  had  threats 
eiml  to  fire  upon  them  if  they  would  not  depart ;  that 
the  Spajuarda,  in  consequence,  declared  their  resolutioi) 
of  em|iloying  force ;  and  that  there  was  no  doubt  they 
would  put  their  threat  into  execution.  Where  their 
pride  is  concerned,  the  Spaniards  are  tenacious  of  their 
words ;  and  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  the  governor 
of  B«ii^noa  Ayres  would,  in  this  case,  belie  the  character 
of  his  nation.  But  who  is  the  governor  of  Buenos 
Aytes,  this  mighty  potentate,  against  whom  the  king  of 
Grreat  Britain  is  going  to  draw  has  sword  ?  I  will  tell  the 
bouse.  When  at  Gibraltar  in  an  inferior  situation,  I 
confess,  I  happened  in  an  excursion  to  meet  this 
governor,  this  Don  Francisco  de  Buccarelli,  whom 
our  mioi^rs  consider  as  so  great  and  formidable.  For 
a  i^jwiiard,  he  was  not  a  bad  companion ;  but  I  do  not 
believe  be  bad  at  that  time  the  most  distant  hope  of  ever 
Ortering  into  a  con^petition  with  the  king  of  Great  Bri* 
tain.  But  our  ministers  were  made  for  rendering  absur. 
diQr  fashionable.  As  they  have  for  these  two  years 
dcigffadedHhfiir  royal  master  by  a  quarrel  with  a  wretched 
libeller,  so  now  they  oommit  his  dignity  in  a  contest  with 
a  little  Spanish  officer.  The  terrible  foes  that  rouse  his 
vengeance  are  John  .Wilkes,  and  my  old  friend  Bucca- 
leUi.  How  ouich  more  honourable  would  it  have  been 
to  have  at  once  considered  the  king  of  Spain  as  the 
aggressor,  as  the  delinquent !  It  is  evident,  from  the 
coolness  and  deliberation  with  which  Buccarelli  acted, 
that  he  had  acted  under  the  authority,  and  by  the  express 
comflsaad  of  the  king  of  Spain.  If  he  had  not,  he  would 
have,  ere  now,  forfeited  his  head.  Why,  then,  did  not 
our  ministers,  upon  the  first  intellijeence,  deem  this  act 
of  hostili^  the  most  explicit  and  effectual  declaration  oi 
war?  Why  did  they  not  immediately  arm  the  nation,  and 
prepare  for  striking  as  decisive  a  blow  as  that  which  se- 
cured us  the  superiority  last  war  ?  This  step  would  have 
t«^ught  into  our  ports  their  ships  and  sailors^  and  effec* 
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tually  ruined  tbeir  marine.  Of  ihb  tratfi  nopUMntii 
eommoa  sense  can  entertain  the  least  doubt*  nalead  of 
adopting  this  vigorous  measure,  ihtj  let  ibit  a£Bi^  skcp 
for  three  or  four  months,  as  if  time  had  no  wings.  Aad» 
when  at  last  waked  out  of  their  lethargy,  what  have  diey 
done?  What  harbours  havethej improved?  Whal^fiwrts 
have  they  repaired  ?  What  cities  have  they  fortified  'i  Hav^ 
they  strengthened  the  Knes  si  Quebec  ?  Have  tibey  secured 
fliat  spot,  which,  if  taken  by  the  ebemy,  will  ruin  our 
fishery,  if  it  is  not  already  ruined  by  thrir  indMeiice^ 
timidity,  or  ignorance  ?  Have  you  taken  any  measures 
for  defending  those  sugar  islands,  which,  firom  their  situa* 
tion,  are  exposed  to  the  insults  of  Hit  enemy  ?  -What 
precaution  have  you  taken  for  the  safety  ci  Minorca  ?  I 
know,  that  when  the  troops  from  Ireland  arrive,  the 
garrison  will  consist  of  nine  battalions.  But  whoever 
told  you  this  number  would  be  sufficient,  knows  nothing 
of  the  service.  I  am  confident,  that  eveiy  officer  of 
judgment  and  experience  will  comcide  with  me  in  opi* 
nion.  You  see,  then,  where  you  are  vulnerable.  More 
instances  might  be  pointed  out,  but  that  were  imjuety* 
I  should  hold  myself  inexcusable,  for  what  I  have  already 
said,  were  I  not  sensible  that  our  enemies  know  them 
as  well  as  we  do.  Such,  then,  is  the  situation  of  thia 
country,  to  which  our  minbter,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
sessions,  promised  a  ten  years  peace.     I  stood  up  in  my 

flace,  and  ventured  to  call  this  prophecy  in  question ; 
gave  my  reasons ;  but  they  were  called  the  suggestions 
of  faction.  The  minister  trusting  to  his  own  sagacity 
and  foresight,  paid  no  regard  to  the  forebodings  of  the 
gallant  admiral  who  now  sits  at  the  head  of  the  marine 
department.  That  illustrious  seaman,  than  whom  I  know 
not  a  better  officer,  nor  a  more  excellent  citizen,  deckued, 
that  who^er  occupied  next  year  the  plaoe  then  held  by 
him,  would  be  forced  to  call  for  an  augmentation  of  six 
thousand  sailors.  These  words  ^ew  that  I  was  not  sin« 
gular  in  my  opinion,  and  that  other  respectable  persons 
felt  the  approach  of  a  war.     I  know  not  what  the  opinion 
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of  die  nmister  may  be,  but  I  stitt  continue  die  same.  I 
smell  war ;  a  calamity  which  might  have  been  caaHf 
prevented,  had  our  negochtors  acted  with  spirit  and  re« 
solution  in  die  affidr  of  Corsica.  I  happened  dien  to  be 
at  Paris ;  and  cim  widi  the  greatest  truth  affirm,  that  the 
Frmch  would  have  deemed  your  interposition  the  part 
cf  a  friend.  Tired  and  exhausted  with  such  an  effuuon 
of  blood  and  treasure,  they  would  have  thanked  you  fiir 
any  honourable  pretence  to  wididraw  from  that  scene  dT 
so  many  disasters.  But  you  acted  dien  like  poltrons, 
ilnd  poltrons  alwsjrs  bring  upon  themselves  a  succession 
of  insults*  And  now,  that  like  bullies,  you  hector,  and 
bluster,  and  run  swaggering  about,  what  will  you  do  ? 
Where  is  there  a  man  amon^  you  who  can  make  the 
proper  arrangements  for  war  7  Whom  will  you  appoint 
commander  in  chief?  He,  alas !  who  could  fill  that 
office  with  dignity  and  ability,  is  no  more;  and  no 
friend  of  Britain  will  refuse  his  memory  a  tear ;  for  when 
shall  we  see  his  like  again !  Regardless  of  money,  and 
studious  only  of  true  glory,  he  sought  the  applause  and 
affection  of  his  country,  and  he  acquired  it  by  his  cou- 
rage, which  was  of  the  most  ardent  and  decisive  kind, 
and  covered^him  with  laurel,  so  much  the  more  honour- 
2^1e,  that  he  did  not  employ  the  weight  and  authority 
thence  derived  to  his  own  private  emolument,  but  for  th^ 
public  good.  Such  virtue,  rare  at  any  time,  was  to  be 
doubly  prized  in  such  an  age  as  this*  Such  talents  might 
have  given  life  and  vigour  to  our  military  councils.  But 
snatched  away  when  we  most  needed  his  heart  and  his 
hand,  he  is,  alas  !  no  more.*  It  is  however  some  con- 
solation imder  this  distress,  that  we  have  such  an  able 
secretary  at  war.  His  superior  talents  will  make  us 
nmendsfor  the  loss  of  so  great  a  character.  That  clear- 
ness for  which  his  dispatches  are  so  remarkable,  is  a 
soiBcient  earnest  of  his  future  atchievements.  In  the 
last  war,  some  of  his  letters  to  the  governor  of  Gibraltar 
%vcre,  if  I  remember  right,  unintelligible ;  some  were 

*  lie  here  alludes,  I  suppose,  to  Wolfe. 
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eontradictiM7»  and  aH  confuaed  wifOfitat^  Henoe 
the  loss  of  Minorca*  If  his  bead  produced  3ucb  eflfetito 
Hrhea  be  acted  only  an  under  part,  what  may  we  expect 
froiait,  where  he  is  the  auprcme  director  ?  It  ia  not  dvit 
die  »d>le  lord  cannot  write  with  sii&Qienfc  pei^picui^, 
where  the  question  is  to  destroy  hb  nuyesty's  subjects* 
There  I  confiess  the  power  of  his  eloquence — there  he  is 
quite  iateUigible--*there  he  can  inspire  the  soldiers  with 
alacrity. — I  wish  the  ministry  joy  o£  such  a  superintaid- 
ant  of  the  military  department,  but  I  am  sony  I  cannot 
pay  my  country  the  same  complunent 


FREDERICK,  LORD  NORTH, 
(Afterwords  Earl  of  GuiUford^) 

Was  bom  in  1732.  He  succeeded  Mr.  C.  Townshend  as  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  in  1770  was  made  first  lord  of  the  treasury^ 
in  wUch  ntuatJmi  he  continued  dJl  the  close  of  the  American  war. 
He  died  in  1792.  His  speeches  are  in  general*  like  the  following* 
shorty  shrewdy  and  liyely,  and  quite  free  from  the  affectation  of 
oratorf .  He  spoke  like  a  gentleman,  like  a  man  of  sense  an^ 
businesSf  who  had  to  explain  himself  on  certain  points  of  moment 
to  the  country,  and  who  in  doing  this  did  net  think  that  his  first 
object  was  to  shew  how  well  he  could  play  the  orator  by  the  hour. 
The  following  masterly  character  is  given  of  him  by  Burke.  ^  He 
was  a  man  of  admirable  parts ;  of  general  knowledge ;  of  a  ver- 
■atHe  understanding,  fitted  for  every  sort  of  business ;  of  infinite 
wit  and  pleasantry ;  of  a  deiightfiil  temper ;  and  with  a  mind  moat 
perfectly  disinterested.  But  it  would  be  only  to  degrade  myself 
by  a  weak  adulation,  and  not  to  honour  the  memory  of  a  great 
man,  to  deny  that  he  wanted  something  of  the  vigilance  and  spirit 
of  command  that  the  time  required.'* 


On  the  same  Subject. 

Lord  North  said,  that  no  amendment  being  proposed 
to  the  addi^ss,  he  concluded  Jt  had  no  imperfection. 
But  though  no  objection  is  made  to  the  addresSi  occasion 


a;  D.  ino.}  LOKO  NORT&  7% 

hsA  been  taten  torn  iht  \vordi'  of  the  speedi^  to  wmign 
the  general  condQCt  (^  the  ministty*    It  is  insinuated^ 
that  their  measures  hare  raised  such  discontents  and 
incurable  jealousies  among  the  peo{^,  that  the  king 
must  go  to  war  with  oidy  half  lus  subjects.    I  wish  the 
geirtlemen  had  been  a  litde  more  cautious  and  moderate 
in  their  expressions*    Is  it  credible,  that  on  account  of 
any  political  squabble  among  ourselves,  the  people  will 
abandon  their  lawful  sovereign  ?  But,  say  you,  who  ean 
aecond  the  operations  of  those  who  have  degraded  their 
sovereign,  by  a  pitiful  contest  witii  the  governor  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres?  In  answer  to  this^  you  will  allow  me  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  intrinsic  vahie  of  Falkland  Island  could 
not  be  deemed  a  suflSieient  cause  of  war,  and  that  it  was 
therefore  a  propw  object  of  ftegodatioo.    This,  which 
cannot  be  denied,  being  granted,  what  could  be  more 
prudent,  than  to  leave  an  opening  for  accommodation, 
oy  allowing  the  king  of  Spain  to  avow  or  disavow,  as  he 
bought  proper,  the  act  of  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres  f 
Indeed,  if  Britam  had  thrown  herself  into  the  arms  of 
France^  as  a  mediator,  there  would  have  been  some 
ground  of  cavil.      But  where  has  the  gentleman  picked 
up  his  intelligence?  He  says,  that  more  J^owledge  of 
the  actual  state  of  affairs  may  be  gathered  irbm  a  com- 
mon newspaper^  than  from  the  king's  speech.    May  I 
presume  to  assert,  that  he  must  have  owed  this  anecdote 
to  these  oracles  of  truth.     I  think  I  may,  without  vanity,, 
pretend  to  as  much  knowledge  of  the  matter  as  the  ho- 
Bourahle  gentleman,  and  yet^  I  protest,  the  a&ir  is  an 
entire  secret  to  me, — Great  Britain  has  not  employed 
France  as  a  mediator,  for  she  has  no  need  of  a  mediator. 
But  we  have  not  secured  all  the  British  possessions  from 
danger,  and  provided  against  every  sudden  blow  from 
the  enemy  ?  It  may  be  so. — For  what  wisdom  can,  with 
so  Sew  troops,  render  us  every  where  invulnerable?  The 
hon.  gendeman  who  made  this  objection,  could  not,  I 
believe,  with  all  his  sagacity  and  military  talents,  succeed 
in  such  an  arduous  ta^.    Here,  therefore,  he  is  as  unfor- 
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tunate,  as  iik  his  attack  upon  tbe  Yma^pnaiy  propliecfi 
conoenung  the  duration  of  peace,  which  he  attributes 
to  me.  I  made  no  such  prophecy.  I  only  said,  that 
such  and  such  advttitages  would  accrue  to  Great  Britain, 
if  the  peace  lasted  ten  years.  I  ventured;  on  the  strenffdi 
of  calculation,  to  specify  the  quantity  of  die  national  debt, 
which  would  in  tkit  time  bepidd  off. 


COLONEL  BARRE, 

In  Amwer  to  Lord  Norths 

Said,  the  minister  has  thought  proper  to  disclaim  the 

Srophecy  of  a  ten  years'  peace.  I  am  not  surprised  at  it. 
lor  wUl  I  be  so  ungenerous  to  add  to  the  catalogue  of 
his  transgressions,  a  false  charge.  The  real  sins  for 
which  he  has  to  answer  are  so  many,  that  were  I  an  cue- 
my,  I  could  i^ot  wish  for  the  least  exaggeration.  For 
this  reason,' '^d  for  the  honour  of  my  own  character,  he 
may  be  assui*ed  that  I  will  never  quote  his  oracular  say. 
ings,  his  gospel,  except  whei^  I  am  sure  of  the  text. 
Will  he  toen  believe  me,  when  I  tell  him,  that  I  took 
down  his  words  I  Here  they  are  without  any  marks  of 
forgery,  and  with  all  the  visible  characters  of  authenticity. 
Have  we  here  no  antiquarian  to  be  consulted  ?  Shall  I 
then  send  for  my  ink-merchant,  to  determine  the  point, 
by  the  colour  of  his  own  manufacture  ?  Or  will  the  no- 
ble lord  trust  to  my  honour  ?  I  hope  he  is  a  man  of 
honour, ' 


MR.  BUR&fi, 

Was  bdm  at  Dnblfait  Jantlaiy  l,  1730^  His  fether  was  a  respdctabtl) 
attomeyf  and  a  Protestant.  He  reteived  his  school  educatior* 
under  Abraham  Shackleton)  a  {Quaker ;  and  whenever  Mr.  Bxirke 
afterwards  visited  Ireland,  he  always  went  to  see  his  old  tutor* 
In  174^,  he  entered  as  a  schdlar  at  frinity  College,  which  he  left^ 
after  taking  his  bachelor's  degree,  in  1749.  Not  long  aftef,  he 
became  cimdidate  ibr  the  professorship  of  lojpc,  at  Glasgow,  but 
did  not  succeed.  In  1753,  he  entered  himself  of  the  Inner  TemplOf 
but  he  did  not  apply  very  closely  to  the  Study  of  the  law,  and  sup^ 
ported  himself  by  Writing  for  the  tx>oksellei*S.  In  l756,  he  pub- 
lished his  Vindication  of  Natural  Society,  and  in  1757,  his  Essay 
on  the  Sublime  and  Beautifol..  He  was  first  brought  into  parlia« 
ment  for  the  borough  of  Wend6ver,  by  the  interest  of  lord  Rock^ 
ingham,  to  whom  he  had  been  private  secretary.  He  soon  after 
published  his  Thoughts  oh  the  Catises  of  the  Present  Di8<iontent^. 
In  1774,  he  was  invito  by  the  dtizens  of  Bristol  to  become  one 
<if  thoir  representatives ;  but  at  the  next  elfection^  he  was  rejected 
by  them,  for  having  supported  the  free  trade  of  Ireland  and  the 
Catholic  claims,  and  was  returned  for  Malton,  in  Yorkshire.  The 
rest  of  his  political  life  is  too  well  kiioWii  to  need  I'ebapitulating 
bei€.  The  part  he  took  agunst  the  French  involution  was  the 
most  important  and  memorable  event  of  his  life«  He  withdrew^ 
firom  parliament  in  1794,  leaving  his  seat  fof  MaltjOn  to  his  sody 
who  died  shortly  after.  This  hastened  his  death,  which  happened 
in  July*  1797.  The  best  chai'acter  of  him,  and  perhaps  the  finest 
that  ever  was  drawn  of  any  mani  b  that  by  Goldsmithi  in  his  poem 
ef  Retaliatioiu 


On  the  State  of  the  Criminal  Laws  qf  the  kingdom* 

Hjc  observed,  there  was  reason  sufficient  for  eithdi*  abo« 
lishii^,  or  regulating  the  power  x^  but  in  defence  of  it^  it 
has  l^en  said,  there  is  no  complaint  of  anjr  late  abuse 
of  it«  llus,  said  he,  I  flatly  denjTi  The  power  has 
been  egregiously  abused  in  die  case  of  John  Almon* 
Why  was  he  singled  out  and  persecuted  before  the  rest 

*  Of  pmushbg  for  libeb. 

Vol.  n.  li 
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of  his  brethren  ?  He,  whose  guilt,  if  any,  was  only  no- 
minal  ? — Why  was  not  the  original  published  and  others, 
who  had  no  excuse  to  alledge,  first  brought  to  justice  ? 
Here,  I  believe,  every  man  discovers  malice.  Mr.  Al- 
^on  had  been  pctive  in  promoting  measures  not  very 
agreeable  to  thj  ministry.  He  had  published  certain 
journals,  which  contained  anecdotes  tnat  some  people, 
high  in  office  and  power,  could  wish  to  have  buried  in 

.  eternal  oblivion.  It  was  resolved  to  punish  him  for 
these  acts  of  temerity.  Hold  was  therefore  laid  of  this 
slender  twig.  But  what  ensued  ?  The  court  dare  not 
make  use  of  the  strange  verdict  procured  against  him. 
The  only  cause  which  the  attorney-general  has  been 
able  to  carry  against  libellers,  he  cannot  turn  to  any 
account.  In  the  late  reign,  no  mortifying  repulses  were 
received  from  juries,  even  when  a  dangerous  rebellion 
raged  in  the  very  heart  of  the  realm.  Government  was 
sufficiently  respected  to  maintain  its  authority.  Sheb- 
bear  Was,  without  any  difficulty,  punished  with  imprison- 
ment and  pillory ;  and  m^ny  other  delinquents. 

Even  so  lately  as  the  beginning  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty's reign,  before  the  minds  of  men  were  soured  by 
the  interposition  of  undue  influence,  the  laws  had  not 
lost  their  force.  The  forty-fifth  number  of  the  North- 
Briton,  that  poor  milk-and-water  paper,  is  an  undeni- 
able proof.  What  then  has  wrought  so  sudden  a  change 
ki  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  people,  that  they 
now  countenance  the  most  audacious  and  wicked  libels  ? 

'Are  the  courts  of  justice  depmved  and  impure,  and  do 
they,  out  of  spite  and  malice,  contradict  and  oppose 
Aem?    Where  shalT  welook  for  the  origin  of  this  re- 

.  lasation  of  the  laws,  and  of  all  government  ?  How 
comes  this  Junius  to  have  broke  through,  the  cobweb  of 
the  law,  and  fo  range  tocdntroled,  mtpunished,  through 
the. land  ?  The.  myrmidons  of  the  court  have  been  long, 
and  are  still  {Pursuing  him  in  vain«  They  will  not 
spend  their  time  upon  you  or  me.  No ;  they  disdain 
such  vermin,  when  the  mighty  boar  of  the  forest  has 
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broke  through  all  tilieir  toils — ^is  before  diem,  ^ut  what 
will  their  elbrts  avail?  No  sooner  has  he  wounded 
one  than  he  lays  another  dead  at  his  feet^  For  my 
part,  when  I  saw  his  attack  upon  the  kmg^  I  own  my 
hloAd  run  cold :  I  thought  he  had  ventured  too  &r,  and 
that  there  was  an  end  of  his  triumphs.  Not  that  lie 
has  not  asserted  many  truths.  Yes,  siti  there  are  in 
that  composition  many  bold  truths,  by  which  a  v|j:ise 
prince  might  profit.  It  was  the  rancour  and  venom 
with  which  I  was  struck.  In  these  respects,  the  North 
Briton  is  as  much  inferior  to  him,  as  in  strength,  and 
wit,  and  judgment.  ^  But  while  I  expected  from  this 
daring  flight  his  finai  ruin  and  fall,  behold  him  still  ris« 
ing  higher,  and  coming  down  souse  upon  both  houses 
of  parliament.  Yes,  he  did  make  you  his  quarry,  and 
yoo  still  bleed  fi-om  the  wounds  of  his  talons.  You 
crouched,  and  still  crouch,  beneath  his  rage.  Nor  has 
he  dreaded  the  terrors  of  your  brow.*  Sir,  he  has  at- 
tacked even  you — ^he  has — ^and  I  believe  you  have  no 
reason  to  triumph  in  the  encounter.  In  short,  after  car- 
rying  away  our  royal  eagle  in  his  pounces,  and  dashing 
him  against  a  rock,  he  has  laid  you  prostrate.  King, 
lords,  and  commons,  are  but  the  sport  of  his  fury.  Were 
he  a  member  of  this  house,  what  might  not  be  expected 
from  his  knowledge,  his  firmness,  and  integrity !  He 
would  be  easily  known  by  his  contempt  of  sJl  danger, 
by  his  penetration,  by  his  vigour.  Nothing  would  es- 
cape hb  vigilance  and  activity.  Bad  ministers  could 
ocmceal  nothing  from  his  sagacity ;  nor  could  promises 
or  threats  induce  him  to  conceal  any  thing  from  the 
public.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  general  aversion  to 
law,  this. universal  conspiracy  against  govei:nmcnt  ?  It 
does  not  arise  from  the  natural  depravity  of  the  people, 
nor  firom  the  accidental  misbehaviour  of  our  courts  at 
law*     The  whole  is  chargeable   upon  administration. 

*  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  the  Speaker,  was  remarkable  for  hislarge, 
onthmpnfi  e]re<4>fowiu 
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The  ministers  are  the  grand  criminals.  It  is  dieir  mil* 
versation'and  unconstitutional  encroachments  that  have 
roused  up  in  the  nation  this  spirit  of  opposition,  which 
tramples  under  foot  all  law,  order,  and  decorum.  Till 
they  are  removed  and  punished,  the  kingdom  will  6e  a 
scene  of  anarchy  and  confusion. 


The  HONOURABLE  C.  J.  FOX, 

Was  bom  Jan.  13,  1748.  He  was  educated  first  at  Eton,  and  after- 
wards at  Hmtferd  College,  Oxford.  He  was  returned  to  Pai&- 
xnent  fibr  Midhurst  in  1768.  He  was  a(  first  on  the  nde  of 
ministry,  but  declared  himself  on  the  lude  of  opposition  on  the 
dispute  with  America.  He  became  secretary  fop  foreign  affairs  in 
1783,  and  again  in  1 806,  when  it  was  too  late  for  his  country  and 
biniselfi  He  died  September,  1806.  '  Of  thu  great  man  I  shall 
apeak  more  at  large  when  I  aoraa  to  his  later  speeches*  The  fol- 
lowing bpyi^h  r|iapspdy,  on  a  question  relating  to  the  Lowther 
estate,  is  remarkable  only  for  its  contrast  to  the  speeches  which 
he  made  ailenrards....for*it8  aflfectation  and  bluster,  and  imbecility. 
It  mzy  be  easUy  believed,  as  is  reported  of  him,  that  at  the  time 
he  made  this  and  other  speeches  like  it,  he  wore  red  heels  and 
blue  powder,  ^ad  was  distinguished  a^  the  greatest  coxcomb  in  Eu* 
rope.  He  was  not  then  the  same  figure  that  I  afterwards  beheld 
in  the  Louvre,  with  hairs  grown  grey  in  the  service  of  the  public, 
with  a  &ce  pale  and  furrowed  with  thought,  doing  honour  to  the 
English  character  pis  its  best  representative,  conciliating  by  his 
frank,  simple,  unaffected  manners,  the  affection  and  esteem  p( 
strangers,  and  wandering  carelessly  and  unconsciously  among 
those  courts  and  palaces,  whose  profound  policy  and  deep-laid 

#  machinations  he  alone,  by  his  wisdom  and  the  generous  openness 
of  his  nature,  was  able  to  resist.  His  first  acquaintance  with 
Burke  seems  to  have  been  the  sera  of  his  manhoc4 ;  or  rather,  it 
was  then  that  he  first  learned  to  know  himself,  and  found  his  true 
level.  A  man  in  himself  is  always  the  same,  though  he  may  not 
alwayy  appear  to  be  so. 


I  TiMcx  grqit  sfa^e  to  myself,  that  I  have  not  ris&i 
5ppner  to  declarie  m^^  sentiments  on  Hm  importiuit  quea^ 
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tion ;  for  I  thbk  it  dbgraceful  in  any  man  to  ait  silent 
on  such  an  occasion,  who  ever  had  the  use  or  faculty  of 
speaking  in  this  house  :  but,  sir,  my  silence  was  oWuig 
to  my  astonishment ;  I  was  confounded !  I  wasamaaed  1 
for  though  I  saw  this  bill  at  first  in  the  same  light  in 
which  I  behold  it  now ;  yet,  when  I  looked  round  mci 
and  saw  who  the  honourable  gentlemen  are  who  iutro* 
duced  it ;  that  they  are  men  cu  character,  men  of  abili* 
ties,  men  of  knowledge,  men  of  reputed  integrity ;  I 
hesitated,  I  strove  to  persuade  myself,  that  I  must 
rather  be  mistaken  myself,  than  that  any  thing  so  bad, 
80  violent,  so  lawless,  so  monstrous,  could  be  advanced 
by  such  men  as  those  who  proposed  this  bill.  But  I 
could  not  long  remain  undecided ;  I  soon  beheld  the 
proposition  in  all  its  naked  genuine  deformity  :  then, 
sir,  as  I  was  at  first  struck  dumb  with  astonishment,  I^ 
was  seized  with  horror  and  indignation.  Who^  sir,' 
that  has  a  conscience  to  revere  justice,  a  sense  of  liberty, 
or  a  regard  for  the  constitution,  can  listen,  without  feel- 
iiig  an  honest  zeal  to  defeat  a  proposition,  which,  at  one 
blow,  destroys  our  constituuon,  our  liberty,  and  our 
laws  ?  Gentlemen  are  loud  in  their  clamours  against  mi- 
idsterial  influence.  I  avow  the  systematic  support  of 
that  minister,  in  all  his  measures,  who  has  my  gcxxl  opi- 
iu<m  and  confidence  ;  but  that  minister  shall  never  have 
■ly  assistance  and  support,  who  dares  to  propose  what 
these  gentlemen,  who  are  so  proud  of  their  opposition  to 
ministers,  now  propose.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  under  the 
law  that  every  man  holds  his  property,  and  enjoys  hi^ 
liberty  in  security  and  ease. 

But  I  firmly  believe,  as  £ar  as  I  am  informed,  that  no 
man  can  have  a  better  title  to  his  estate,  than  the  very 
title  which  th|^crown  has  vested  in  Sir  James  Lowther 
to  the  estate  iii^uestion.  If  that 'title  is  to-be  taken 
away  by  act  of  parliament,  why  not  bring  an  act  to  take 
Sny  other  part  of  his  estate  ?  Why  not  of  another 
VMn^s  ?  For,  if  bills  are  thus  to  pass  for  transferring 
|)ie  property  of  one  man  to  another,  there  can  be  no- 
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tlong^  aumdf  nathn^  secure  anongst  U9(«  I  wbh  thcfe* 
fore,  sir,  the  gentlemea  who  brought  in  this  bill  woukly 
for  i^ir  honour's  sake,  withdraw  it.  As  to  myself,  the 
sank  coosciciice  which  dictates,  my  present  opposition, 
dbeU  carry  me  on  to  opposethebill  inevery  step,  through 
evtry  stage.  But  if  it  succeeds  here,  it  cannot  succeed 
elsewhere*  I  do  therefore  again  deprecate  the  honour 
and  justice  of  thb  house,  that  we  may  not  suffer  the 
scandal  of  passing  this  bill  to  lie  at.our  doors,  and  give 
die  honour  of  rqectittg  it  to  the  other  house  of  parlia* 
ment. 


SIJEl.  W.  MEREDITH. 

This  speech  discovers  true  zeal  and  eamestness.  It  seems  to  belong 
to  an  eartier  period  of  our  history. 


On  the  .Lord  Mayor  and  Alderman  OUver  being  com- 
nutted  to  the  Tower. 

I  FIND  myself  under  a  great  difficulty,  either  to  agree 
to  this  amendment,  or  to  differ  from  it :  for^  by  agree- 
ing to  a  censure,  I  may  ,seem  to  adopt  an  opinion  of 
Ijat  worthy  alderman's  guilt,  which  I  have  no  right  to 
entertain.  Did  I  ever  think  him  gull^,  I  durst  not  con* 
demn  him  unheard.  As  a  judge,  I  am  bound  to  think 
die  man  whoYn  I  try  innocent,  till  he  has  been  fairly 
heard,  and  till  his  guilt  results  out  of  conviction.  It  is 
speaking  too  well  of  this  proceeding  to  say,  that  this 
ma^strate  was  not  allowed  counsel.  He  was  allowed 
counsel,  so  &r  as  to  let  us  see  the  faces  of  counsel 
at  the  bar;  but  clogged  with  a  condition  that  gagged 
their  mouths  from  speaking  what  was  necessary  for  their 
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client's  defence.  It  is  ah  agfpnivstfam  of  ihjiifitice,  to 
commit  it  under  a  false  cokmr  and  insidious  affectation 
of  justice*  The  honourable  gentleman  must  dievefere ' 
{Mrdon  me,  if  I  cannot  vote  for  his  amendnent  as  a  mea* 
suns  of  kindness  to  Mr.  Oliver;  for  if  you,  Mr,  Speaker, 
are  ordered  to  reprimand  that  gentleman,  we  all  know 
your  ability  to  do  it  to  some  purpose  :  nor  can  humaA 
nature  be  exposed  to  a  niore  humiliating  state,  or  to 
riiarper  feelings,  than  by  submitting  to  such  a  reprimand 
as  you  wUl  give.  But  in  going  to  l^e  Tower,  there  ife 
nothing  to  idfiict  Mm  $  on  jhe  contrary  he  will  cany 
in  his  own  bosom  the  blessings  oi  a  good  ccmscience, 
and  be  followed  t^  the  general  aj^ause  ct  his  fellow 
citizens,  whilst  liis  judges  and  protecutors  will  be  pur* 
sued  by  the  curses  of  Uie  people,  scorned  by  those  who 
hate,  and[  pitied  by  those  who  think  moderately  of  them. 
But  if  there  was  no  reason  for  this  amendment^  I  should 
thfaik,  sir,  the  feeUng^  of  gentlemen  would  incline  them 
to  adopt  it,  merely  to  get  rid  of  a  matter,  of  which  we 
are  all  so  sick  and  weaiy»  I  consent  to  it  for  the  sake 
of  peace,  even  at  the  expence  of  justice.  WiUi  this 
view  to  peace,  I  have  opposed  every  part  of  this  ^wretchi 
ed  business,  in  every  stage.  They  who  now  differ,  may 
live  to  api^ud  me  for  it  I  see  that  many  gentlemen 
of  the  highest  rank  and  character,  some  of  whom,  by 
Ifaeir  doubts  gave  a  sanction,  suid  others  who  added 
vigour  and  impulse  to  this  prosecution,  are  now  widi* 
drawn.  Several  gentlemen  who  uniformly  opposed  this 
moti<m  have  turned  their  backs  upon  the  house,  withi 
many  bitter  expressions  of  the  indignation  which  they 
folt.  With  what  temper  and  opinion  I  may  ever  return 
to  this  uni^easant  seat,  I  know  not ;  but  I  will  not  leave 
it,  as  long  as  there  is  a  twig  to  catch  at,  by  which  I  can 
hope  to  keep  the  peace  of  this  unfortunate  country.  Af  r. 
^>eaker,  it  is  natural  for  men  to  com^ain  of  what  they 
hear  from  the  report  of  others  ;  but  it  is  what  they  see 
and  feel  that  provokes  them  to  action.  Here  then  lies 
the  difference  betwixt  commitment  and  reprimand*  The 
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peopl6  without  doors  will  only  hear  the  one— «they  wiU 
see  the  other ;  and  every  hour  of  his  imprisonment  wiU 
add  fresh  discontent  to  their  minds,  and  raise  some  new 
spirit  of  commotion.  We  have  now  sat  many  hours 
|>ast  midnight ;  the  day  light  is  advancing  upon  us  :  let 
not  the  sun  rise  upon  our  shame  !  But  let  us  close  this 
miserable  scene  under  the  cover  of  the  darkness  which 
suits  with  it,  and  under  the  shelter  of  our  own  walls* 

Strongly  as  I  think  the  public  ought  to  know  what 
passes  here,  I  wish  to  God  I  could  bind  you,  myself 
the  whole  house,  with  every  clerk,  sergeant,  messenger^ 
and  attendant,  to  secrecy  on  this  occasion.  But  that 
would  be  impossible.  Still,  sir,  may  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
chief be  avoided,  if  we  keep  ourselves  to  ourselves  ;  if 
we  do  not  send  our  judgment  to  be  executed  abroad^ 
to  create  riot,  tumult,  and  sedition.  Most  sincerely, 
therefore,  do  I  call  upon  the  noble  lord  who  sits  on  the 
treasury  bench ;  he  has  neither  my  ill  thoughts,  nor  my 
ill  wishes;  and,  if  his  lordship  is  truly  spoken  of, 
he  am  never  approve  of  this  business.  Let  him  then 
permit  me  to  conjure  him  for  his  own  honour,  for  the 
ease  and  dignity  of  his  sovereign,  and  above  all,  tor  hia 
country*s  peace,  to  lay  hold  on  the  opportunity  given 
by  the  worthy  general)  to  clo^e  this  scene  of  mischief 
here. 

The  main  object  of  those  who  are  charged  with  the 
cares  of  government,  is  peace.  Great  kings,  and  wise 
ministers,  have  thought  it  not  beneath  them  to  give  up 
points  of  the  greatest  moment  ibr  the  sake  of  peace. 
Ministers  must  govern  accidents,  not  be  governed  by 
them.  But  when  ministers  themselves  endanger  pub- 
lie  peace  for  trifles,  and  raise  discord  out  of  atoms,  then 
is  government  itself  in  a  state  of  anarchy. 

The  storm  that  now  hangs  over  us  was  raised  by 
government ;  and  whatever  consequences  may  follow, 
they  who  began,  and  who  have  countenanced  this  pro« 
ceeding,  are  answerable  to  their  king,  their  country,  and 
their  God. 
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MR.  SAWBRIDGE. 


Junius  praises  this  city  orator  and  patriot  for  his  republican  firmness* 
If  he  is  to  be  taken  as  a  model  of  the  republican  character,  he 
does  not,  in  my  opinion,  reflect  much  credit  on  it.  In  the  follow- 
ing ^«eech  there  is  much  impudent  effrontery.  This  character, 
I  know  not  how,  unfortunately  sptrung  up  in  the  beginning  of 
the  present  reign* 


Bis  Speech  on  moving  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
%        shorten  the  Duration  of  Parliaments. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

1  B£  motion  I  am  now  going  to  make  is  precisely  the 
game  as  that  which  I  made  in  this  house  last  yean  My 
own  want  of  health,  and  some  other  reasons,  delayed 
it  so  late  in  the  season  last  year,  that  I  was  constrained 
to  make  it  in  a  very  thin  house.  To  prevent  a  similar 
^uation  this  year,  I  took  the  liberty  to  desire  a  call  of 
the  house,  notwithstanding  which  call,  I  am  concerned 
to  see  a  question  of  such  national  importance  so  poorly 
attended  by  the  members*  I  can  pretty  well  understand 
the  meaning  of  this  inattention ;  die  ministerial  gentle- 
men, who  are  liberally  paid  for  opposing  every  measure 
that  would  be  beneficial  to  the  people,  think  it  sufficient 
(because  it  will  e^rn  their  wages)  if  they  come  here  sqan 
enough  to  give  their  votes  against  it«  I  will  not,  sir, 
take  up  your  time  by  apologies  for  my  own  inadequate 
abilities  ;  let  those  that  have  greater,  apologize  that  such 
a  task  b  left  to  me ;  however,  I  will  lessen  diat  objection, 
by  statine  what  I  have  to  say  as  concisely  as  possible- 
Vol.  II-  \2 
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That  legal,  equals  and  free  system  of  government,  which 
is  either  our  constitution  or  its  foundation,  was  first  in- 
troduced into  this  kingdom  by  the  Saxons.  It  was  a 
leading  principle  with  them,  that  whenever  an  officer 
who  was  intrusted  with  power,  could,  by  the  abuse  of 
that  power,  prejudice  the  people,  that  officer  was  elec- 
tive ;  and  those  elections  were  at  least  annual,  if  not  more 
firequent. 

When  the  heptarchy  was  reduced  to  a  monarchy  un« 
der  Alfred,  all  the  Saxon  laws  and  customs  were  recog- 
nized, and  an  act  was  made,  that  a  parliament  should 
be  held  twice  a-year  at  least     In  the  time  of  Edgar  the 
same  statute  was  re-enacted  ;  and  this  system  was  reli- 
giously adhered  to  till  the  Norman  conquest.     At  that 
period  a  violent  shock  was  given  to  our  excellent  consti- 
tution.    That  legal,  equal,  and  free  form  of  government, 
which  had  been  enjoyed  in  this  nation  for  five  hundred 
years,  gave  place  to  a  monarchical  tyranny.     The  com- 
mon law  of  England  was  in  part  abolished,  and  the  civil 
law,  which  had  prevailed  in  Normandy,  introduced  ia 
a  great  measure  in  its  stead.     From  this  time  all  was  a 
scene  of  confusion  ;  perpetual  civil  wars  between  king 
and  pe(^Ie  ;  the  kings  endeavouring  to  establish  an  absoi- 
kite  power,  and  the  people  to  restore  their  laws  and 
liberty.     In  these  c<mtests  the  people  almost  always  pre- 
vailed ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  kings  as  often  en- 
gaged solemnly  to  restore  the  ancient  constitution :  these 
solemn  engagements  they  never,  but  as  &r  as  they  were 
compelled,  observed.    At  length,  the  people,  wearied 
out  by  royal  treachery,  and  not  choosing  any  longer  to 
trust  these  kingly  promises,  compelled  king  John,  whom^ 
they  had  in  their  power,  to  sign  the  great  charter.     In 
that  charter  it  is  stipulated  that  parliament  shall  be  re* 
stored.     And  accordingly,  (king  John  dying  immediately 
after  this  stipulation)  a  parliament  was  called  under  his 
successor  ;  but  no  truly  constitutional  parHament  was 
held  till  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third.    In  his  reign  an 
act  was  passed^  thai  a  parliament  should  be  held  once 
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a  year,  or  oftraer,  if  necessary.  That  king  reigned  fifty 
years,  and  we  have  an  account  of  forty *four  parliaments 
during  that  period ;  so  that  it  does  not  appear,  that  he 
Jiimself  k'ept  strictly  his  own  law  of  holding  a  parliament 
once  a-year ;  however,  this  we  are  sure,  Siat  no  parlia-^ 
ment  continued  longer  than  one  year.  We  do  not  meet 
with  any  long  parliaments  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL 
That  king,  I  believe,  even  in  these  times,  and  even  by 
this  house  of  commons,  will  be  allowed  to  have  been  a 
tyrant 

Having  attempted  many  wicked  measures,  which  he 
could  not  carry  to  the  utmost  of  his  wishes  with  parlia^ 
ment,  he  determined  to  try  what  he  could  do  without 
parliament ;  and  for  that  reason,  during  some  years  of 
nis  rdgn,  he  called  no  parliament.    At  length,  however^ 
having  more  schemes  against  the  constitution,  to  which 
he  thought  it  advisable  to  give  the  colour  of  law,  he  em^ 
jrfoyed  his  ministers  and  creatures  to  attempt  to  get  a 
parliament  returned,  which  would  be  entirely  subservient 
to  his  will.     In  this  his  success  was  equal  to  his  most 
sanguine  wishes ;  for  to  that  parliament  were  returned  a 
great  number  of  the  king's  friends.    By  means  of  these 
friends,  finding  himself  able  to  carry  his  worst  purposes^ 
he  was  in  no  hurry  to  part  with  such  a  parliament ;  he 
dKrefore  continueid  them  by  prorogation  seven  years  $ 
tiU  at  length  they,  either  ashamed  of  v/hat  they  had 
done,  or  afraid  of  what  they  might  suffer,  did  themselves 
petition  to  be  dissolved.     Such  was  the  honourable  ex- 
ample of  the  first  septeni^al  parliament,  which  was  ready 
to  apiHX>ve  and  sanctify  any  bloody  or  detestable  act  oif 
this  flagitious  tyrant.    The  next  parliament  which  sat  for 
any  considerable  length  ef  time,  was  that  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  and  the  next  was  the  long  parliament, 
under  Charles  H.  which  (before  men  had  seen  the  pre* 
sent)  was,  by  way  of  dutinction,  reproachfully  called 
the  Pensioned  Parliament.    It  is  notorious  of  diis  par- 
liament,  4hat  whenever  any  scandalous  royal  measure  had 
been  carried  in  that  house  of  commons,  the  members 
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were  invited  to  dinner,  and  found  under  their  respective 
{dates  the  sums  which  each  man's  prostitution  was  pro- 
.portionably  thought  to  deserve. 

To  remedy  this  evil  of  corruption,  soon  after  the  re. 
volution  a  triennial  bill  was  proposed.  The  measure 
frequently  miscarried.  It  once  passed  both  houses,  but 
king  William  refused  his  assent :  however,  the  patriots 
of  those  days  were  not  easily  discouraged ;  they  were 
not  dismayed  by  their  defeats,  but  increased  their  ardour 
in  proportion  to  the  occasion  for  it ;  they  persevered^ 
and  at  length,  in  1694,  the  triennial  bill  passed,  and 
became  a  law.  Against  that  law,  however,  some  of  the 
worthies  of  that  age  protested ;  and  their  protest  was  in 
the  following  words :  We  do  dissent  from  this  vote ;  be- 
cause it  tendeth  to  the  continuance  of  the  present  parlia- 
ment longer  than,  as  we  apprehend,  is  s^reeable  to  the 
constitution  of  England. — Two  years  after  die  accession 
of  the  house  of  Hanover,  the  septennial  bill  passed.  The 
best  method  of  knowing  the  motives  of  those  people  who 
introduced  and  su{^orted  this  measure,  is  to  collect  the 
arguments  they  used  in  its  favour  at  tlie  time  the  ques- 
tion was  agitated.  The  only  reason  pretended  was,  tliat 
there  had  been  a  rebellion  the  year  before,  and  that  they 
were  apprehensive,  if  the  then  parliament  did  not  sit 
beyond  its  usual  time,  they  should  be  frustrated  in  the 
great  measure  they  had  at  heart,  namely,  the  setting  of 
the  present  family  on  the  throne.  I  am  in  my  own  mind 
convinced,  that  the  reason  given  was  their  true  reason. 
I  have  so  high  an  opinion  of  those  men,  that  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  think,  that  if  they  had  foreseen  the  mis- 
chiefs consequent  to  that  law,  if  they  could  have  ima^ 
gined  the  shameless  conoiption  and  prostitution  which 
we  see  at  this  day,  I  cannot  imagine  they  would  ever 
have  suffered,  much  less  promoted,  the  fatal  septennial 
bill.  From  that  moment  to  this  hour,  a  general  system 
of  corruption  and  venality  has  prevailed  in  this  assembly  ; 
and  men  elected  into  this  house  no  longer  consider  them^ 
delves  as  representative^  of  the  people,  but  as  persoos 
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who  hare  purchased  a  beneficial  lease,  which  they  are 
by  all  and  by  any  means  to  turn  most  to  their  own  ad* 
vantage. 

That  this,  »r,  is  our  pr^ent  situation,  is  abundantly 
proved  by  the  experience  of  every  day.  Sir,  you  have 
silently  heard  in  that  chair  more  than  one  member  of 
this  house  dare  to  assert,  that  their  constituents  have 
no  right  to  instruct  them,  and  that  they  do  not  think 
themselves  under  any  obligations  to  obey  the  instructions 
of  those  who  sent  them  hither.  Sir,  if  any  further  argu- 
ment was  viranting  to  justify  my  motion  for  leave  to  brmg 
in  a  bill  to  shorten  the  duration  of  parliament,  his  ma- 
jesty himself  has  been  most  graciously  pleased  to  furnish 
the  strongest  in  its  favour ;  I  mean  the  answer  which  he 
has  been  advised  to  give  to  the  petition  of  sixty  thousand 
electors  of  £i^land,  who  have  petitioned  him  for  a  dis* 
section  of  parliament.  Their  petitions,  sir,  set  forth, 
that  this  house  of  commons  has  violated  the  right  of 
election,  and  that  their  constituents  have  no  further  con- 
fidence in  them,  but  disclaim  both  them  and  their  pro- 
ceedings.  To  all  these  petitions,  except  one,  his  ma- 
jesty h£s  been  silent,  disdaining  even  an  answer  to  his 
subjects :  to  one  of  them,  indeed,  he  was  constrained 
to  reply ;  and  therefore  his  answer  to  the  city  of  London 
must  be  considered  as  the  answer  to  them  dl.  He  tells 
them»  mocking  their  dutiful  expressions,  that  he  should 
ill  discharge  his  duty  as  a  fiither  to  his  people,  if  he  made 
so  unconstitutional  a  use  of  his  prerogative  as  to  grant 
their  humble  request.  Now,  sir,  at  the  same  time  that 
bis  majesty  b  advised  to  think  it  an  unconstitutional  use 
of  his  prerogative  to  dissolve  this  parliament  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  electors,  who  state  that  they  are  not  tlieir 
representatives,  I  shall  take  leave  to  tell  you  what  his 
majesty  has  been  advised  to  think  are  constitutional  and 
proper  uses  of  his  prerogative.  It  is  a  constitutional 
use,  it  seems,  of  his  prerogative,  to  issue  an  illegal  pro- 
clamation. It  is  a  constitutional  use  of  his  prerogative^ 
to  grant  a  noii  prosequi j  when  a  grand  jury  finds  bills  of 
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indictment  for  breaches  of  the  peace*  It  b  a  txnistita- 
tional  use  of  his  prerogative,  to  appoint  to  offices  of  greift 
public  trust  popish  recusants  incapacitated  by  kw.  It 
is  a  constitutional  use  of  his  prerogative,  to  direct  his 
troops  wantonly  to  butcher  his  helpless,  unarmed  sub- 
jects ;  to  support,  defend,  and  reward  such  as  were  most 
active  in  that  butchery;  and  to  return  formal  public 
thanks  to  them  all,  for  their  alacrity  in  destroymg  those 
by  whose  honest  industry  both  he  and  they  are  fed.  It 
is  a  constitutional  and  an  honest  use  of  his  prerogative, 
to  order  for  execution  misguided  poer  men,  who  w^e 
convicted  upon  a  surreptitious  rider  of  an  unreasonable 
penal  statute,  notwithstanding  the  whole  court  before 
whom  they  were  tried  joined  in  representing  to  him 
that  they  did  not  believe  the  parties  guilty,  and  recom- 
mended them  as  proper  objects  of  mercy.  It  is  a  constitu« 
tional  use  of  his  prerogative,  to  pardon  malefactors  con- 
victed on  the  common  law  of  England  of  the  most  atro^ 
eious  and  aggravated  murders ,  notwidistanding  the  judges 
before  whom  they  were  tried  represented  to  him,  that  they 
were  convicted  by  the  clearest  evidence,  and  were  by 
no  means  proper  objects  of  his  royal  mercy.  It  is  a 
constitutional  use  of  hb  prerogative,  to  prorogue  a  par- 
liament in  a  sister  kingdom,  when  regulations  were  to 
be  made,  without  which  their  manufactures  could  not 
be  carried  on,  and  when  none  of  the  private  business  for 
the  advantage  of  the  country  was  finished,  merely  be« 
cause  they  acted  as  real  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  would  not  lend  themselves  to  support  the  pernio 
cious  measures  of  the  crown.  It  is  a  constituticmal  use 
of  his  prerogative,  to  dissdve  the  American  assemblies 
(though  not  requested  by  the  electors)  because  they 
would  insist  on  preserving  the  rights  of  their  consti* 
tuents,  and  would  not  become  the  creatures  of  the  royal 
governors.  Such,  and  many  more  such,  are  the  uses 
which  his  majesty  has  been  persuaded  to  make  of  his 
prerogative.  Both  the  uses  which  he  has  made,  and  the 
uses  which  he  has  not  made  of  his  prerogative,  added 
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to  die  abuses  of  parfiament,  are  incontestible  reasons 
for  my  motion.  This,  sir,  is  aU  that  I  shall  at  present 
say  upcm  the  question :  i£  any  objection  shall  be  made,^ 
or  argument  urged  against  it,  I  will  answer  them  as  wdl 
as  i  am  able.  I  will  not  therefore  now  take  up  more 
of  your  time,  but  conclude  with  a  motion,  that  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  biU  to  shorten  the  present  duration  of 
parliaments. 


COLONEL  (afterwards  Gen.)  BURGOYNE, 


Wm  the  natural  son  of  lord  Bingley.  His  defeat  and  capture  bjt 
general  Gates  determined  the  issue  of  the  contest  with  America. 
As  a  Tn'iter  and  a  speaker,  he  had  more  success,  though  he  aimed 
at  more  than  he  effected.  His  Heiress  is  a  feeble,  though  a  very 
elegant  comedy  f  and  in  bia  speecbfts^  which  are  modelled  accopd<^ 
Ing  to  the  rules  of  Ciceroi  his  own  abilities  and  iiia  own  modestv^ 

^  tal^e  up  half  of  the  paper»  and  the  reader's  attention  is  equally^  di- 
vided between  the  speaker  and  the  subject  At  the  same  time« 
if  they  were  a  little  less  aflbcted^  Aey  would  not  be  without  m^ 
nu 


Mr.  Speaker, 

I  fixSB  in  consequence  of  the  notice  I  gave  to  thehouse^ 
to  make  a  motion  of  as  serious  importance,  as,  I  beKeve, 
ever  came  under  your  consideration,  to  the  interest  and 
honour  of  the  nation  :  to  the  interest  of  it,  in  as  much 
as  the  influx  of  wealth  from  India  makes  a  vital  part  of 
our  existence ;  to  the  honour  of  it,  in  as  much  as  the 
most  atrocious  abuses  that  ever  stained  the  name  of  civil 
government,  call  for  redress.  For  the  substance  of  this 
motion  I  shall  make  no  apology.  I  believe  it  to  be  rea- 
sonable ;  I  know  it  to  be  parliamentary.    If  any  excuse 
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b  necessary  for  bringing  it  so  late  in  tiie  session^  it  is 
due  from  others,  to  whose  situations,  had  they  thought 
it  expedient,  it  more  naturally  fell  to  take  the  lead.  For 
my  insufficiency  to  treat  it  as  it  deserves,  to  state  this 
subject  with  that  arrangement  of  matter,  and  that  jh-o* 
priety  of  argument  and  inference,  which  would  best 
justify  the  undertaking,  I  require  more  apology  than 
words  can  express.  For  the  patience  of  the  house  under 
these  inabilities  I  shall  want  more  than  their  candour, 
I  shall  want  their  favour,  their  indulgence,  I  might  al- 
most say,  their  prejudice.  At  the  first  step,  and  to  re- 
move at  least  any  unfavourable  impressions  that  may  be 
conceived  of  me,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  state  to^the  house 
the  motives  and  principles  upon  which  I  act.  At  the 
opening  of  the  session,  I  heard  with  satisfaction,  and 
with  gratitude,  the  attention  of  parliament  directed  from 
the  throne  to  this  great  object.  As  the  session  advanced, 
I  came  every  day  to  the  house  with  expectation  of  seeing 
some  data  established,  some  premises  laid  for  framing  a 
great  extensive  political  arrangement  for  India,  coincidii^ 
and  harmonizing,  as  far  as  might  be,  with  the  principles 
and  spirit  of  this  constitution ;  dispensing  the  blessings  of 
well  regulated  government  in  those  remote  regions,. and 
wealth  and  prosperity  in  Great  Britain.  I  never  con- 
ceived it  possible,  that  parliament  could  be  called  upon 
by  any  men  whatever,  to  apply  a  remedy,  without  any 
information  of  the  disease ;  to  pass  an  act  upon  divi- 
nation ;  to  give  upon  trust  a  vote  of  justice  and  re- 
gulation to  the  India  directors,  as  we  give  a  vote  of  .cre- 
dit to  the  crown,  leaving  them  the  judges  of  the  exigency 
and  the  application.  It  would  be  disorderly  to  enter 
now  into  a  discussion,  or  to  give  a  prejudgment  upon 
the  bill,  which  is  to  be  presented  in  the  course  of  this 
day ;  but  I  will  say,  that  any  bill  calculated  upon  the 
present  narrow  and  rotten  system  of  India  government, 
must  be  probably  a  destructive  measure,  and  at  best  a 
mere  temporary  expedient :  4  poor,  paltry,  wretched 
palliative. 
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u  It  Will  Ijnt  skin  and  film  the  ulcerous  part, 
While  foul  corruption^  mining  all  beneath. 
Infects  unseen/* 

Therefore^  sir,  when  I  heard  notice  given  of  bringing 
in  this  bill,  and  nothing  else  proposed,  I  considered  the 
proceedings  with  astonishment ;  I  listened  to  the  com* 
ments  that  were  made  upon  it  in  public,  and  applied  to 
all  quarters  of  the  house,  with  indignation.  Sir,  I  do 
not  believe  those  comments  were  well  founded  ;  but  I 
am  ready  to  confess,  that  I  think  a  dread  of  labour,  a 
passive  submission  to  dif&culties,  a  spiritless  acquiescence 
under  evils  that  we  all  know,  and  that  we  all  feel,  are  too 
much  the  characteristics  and  the  reproach  of  the  times. 
Supineness  upon  this  occasion  will  confirm  those  disgrace- 
ful sentiments  in  the  opinion  of  Europe.  We  shall  not 
only  be  degraded  as  politicians,  but  as  men.  I  do  not 
assume  more  feeling  than  others ;  but  in  considering 
the  numberless  circumstances,  too  apparent  I  fear  to 
the  hoase,  that  disqualify  me  from  stepping  forward,  I 
fed  one  qualification  to  encourage  me  :  I  stand  separate 
and  clear  fi'om  every  concern  and  interest  in  person  and 
property  that  could'be  supposed  to  warp  the  mind  from 
the  pursuit  of  this  great  object.  I  think  it  incumbent 
upcm  me,  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  to  explain  myself 
to  the  house,  upon  this  point,  in  the  clearest  and  most 
strenuous  terms  ;  and  I  pledge  my  veracity,  my  duty  to 
the  house,  my  fidelity  to  my  country,  every  claim  of 
honest  fame,  every  sentiment  that  in  ever}'  man's  mind 
can  constitute  his  idea  of  the  term  honour y  that  I  act 
in  this  motion  unconnected  with  any  man  whatever; 
unconcerned  in  every  interest,  regardless  of  every  pur- 
pose that  may  arise  from  it,  other  than  a  fair,  a  free, 
a  direct,  an  impartial,  a  temperate,  but  an  effectual  en- 
quiry :  to  present  to  parliament  a  comprehensive  view 
of  the  existence  and  extent  of  the  evils  under  India 
government ;  and  thereby  to  enable  them  in  their  delibe- 
rate wisdom  to  apply  an  effectual  remedy.  I  have  dwelt 
upon  this  subject,  not  CHily  for  my  own  sake^  but  for 

Voi.  11.  13 
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the  success  of  the  motion  ;  ftyr  if  I  can  pre  to  toy  con* 
duct  the  fair  mark  and  stamp  of  smcerity)  I  shall  remove 
at  least  that  coldness  and  backwardness  towards  the 
Ynotion  that  might  arise  from  a  suspicion  of  the  moVer, 
Having  cleared  my  ground  thus  fin*,  I  can  proceed  witlt 
more  confidence  to  explain  my  purposed.  I  mean  to 
move  an  enquiry  into  the  nature,  state,  and  eddditiM 
of  the  India  Company,  and  of  the  British  afiiirs  in 
India.  By  the  first  part  of  the  motion,  I  mean  to  give 
powers  to  a  committee  to  enquii^  into  the  constittitiotf 
of  the  company ;  into  the  purposes  for  which  it  wal 
framed,  and  the  powtrs  with  which  it  V^  invested* 
I  would  then  proceed  to  the  management  of  those  ptti^ 
poses  and  powers  j  sec  where  there  hfive  been  devia- 
tions I  where  ther^  have  been  abnses ;  where  the  evil! 
have  unavoidably  arisen  from  the  ktent  errors  in  ^ 
constitution;  whetc  they  have  flowed  from  diecasnd 
misconduct  of  servants  ;  and  th0  enquiry  vHU  be  thii« 
naturally  brought,  bv  the  l^ftt  petit  of  the  tooltM,  to  a 
' .  vj^w  of  the  present  disorders,  civile  military,  moral,  *&d 
political }  that  chaos,  where  every  element  and  pntic^ld 
of  government,  and  charters,  and  finances,  4nd  thtf 
rights  of  Conquests^  and  the  rights  of  subjects,  and  th€ 
different  functions  and  interests  of  merchants^  and  6Mes^ 
men,  and  lawyer^,  and  kih^,  are  huddled  together  in 
dne  promiscuous  tumult  and  confusion,  natund  to  the 
Jarring,  operations  of  powers  the  most  discordant  and 
incompatible.  To  sift  and  eKtnnine  these  several  ma« 
terials,  many  of  them  excellent  in  themselves,  and 
dangerous  only  by  being  confounded,  tvHl  be  the  only 
means  to  enable  the  controling  and  creative  power  of 
legislature  to  new- model  and  arrange  them,  and  to  pve 
them  for  the  future  permanent  regulation  and  direction 
to  their  proper  ends,  It  would  be  needless  and  unfiiir 
to  enter  into  a  further  display  of  the  apparent  stale  of  the 
eorapany  at  present.  Clouds  and  oarkness  rest  upon 
some  parts  of  it ;  upon  others  there  is  too  much  light, 
Gentlemen  will  be  ready  to  ask  me,  dp  I  m^an  h^« 
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thtf  to  the  company  f  I  disdmn  all  Meas  of  hosttiity.  I 
■MMi  by  investigation  of  facts«  to  discover  the  comnxoDi 
danger,  and  tlie  common  interests  of  the  company^  and 
nadMi  i  to  hold  up  the  mirror  of  truth  to  the  company^ 
%riiepein  diey  may  see  themsdves  and  dieir  a&irs  aa 
they  are^  and  judge  in  concert  also  with  the  nation, 
ivhat  measures  of  Eefiormation  will  best  enable  &em  to 
Ailfil  tiM^  trust  reposed  in  them :  for  I  hold  every  trading 
eoaspany,  and  tluit  of  India  in  particular,  to  be  truatees 
tnft  Ac  6tate,  acting  upon  terms  beneficial  to  themselves. 
As  to  the  servants,  I  ecdm  the  thought  of  proceeding 
Upon  a  vindictive  principle  towards  tihem.  I  believe 
many  of  them  to  be  men  of  integrity  ;  others  have  bepa 
ted  astray  by  such  aort  q£  temptatioa  as  human  natuiia 
cannot  resist*  The  greater  part  of  the  evils  will  be  found 
lobe  deeply  rooted  m  the  constitution,  which  is  framed 
to  excite  and  give  play  to  the  vicious  passions  of  men« 
I  would  not  at  the  same  time  check  my  enquiry  for  fear 
of  stumbling  upcm  a  criminal.  Should  sudi  crimes  ap« 
fear  as  would  make  it  a  duty  «  parlkmeat  to  take  notice 
of  them,  chast;isement  will  be  justice,  not  hostility.  I 
only  mean,  that  chastisement  is  not  the  ol^et  of  my 
intiention.  When  mfsma  can  be  found  to  make  the  offence 
impracticable  for  the  future,  the  example  of  the  offender 
1^  unnecessary  c  therefore,  sir,  let  errors^  or  let  crimes^ 
if  such  there  are,  sleeps  where  they  can  do  ao  without 
infringement  of  ojur  duty^^-^wilih  my  consent  iet  them 
sleep  for  ever— 'buried  beyond  die  search  of  human  eye, 
aad  ov^^hadowed  widi  tfc^  trophies  of  public  services^ 
or  of  private  virtues.  But,  su*,  I  shall  perh^s  be  tdd 
that  the  object  and  end  of  my  enquiry  is  to  throw  die 
whole  affiurs  of  the  company  into  the  ha^ds  of  the  crown, 
finom  whidi  liie  death^Uow  to  the  ccmstitution  is  most  to 
be  apprehended :  I  have  no  such  purpose.  If  legislature 
has  not  powers  and  wisdom  so  to  model  and  regulate  the 
sovereignty  of  the  state  of  India,  or  so  to  delegate  its 
powers  as  tD  prevent  the  influence  of  the  crown  in  Eng* 
iandy  kt  it  never  be  attempted.     I  jvttl  join  issue  with 
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the  gentleman,  who,  upon  a  fonner  occasion,  averted, 
that  India  and  Great  Britain  had  better  be  swallowed 
up  in  the  sea,  than  liberty  be  endangered  by  any , undue 
weight  given  to  the  crown,  that  might  preponderate 
over  the  other  branches  of  the  state.  Though  a  servant 
of  the  crown,  1  am  not  less  a  servant  of  tl^. public  :  it 
b  my  confidence,  and  my  happiness,  that  I  serve  a  so* 
vereign  to  whom  I  shall  most  efTectually  recommend 
myself  by  services  to  the  public ;  but  had  it  been  other- 
wise,  I  trust  I  should  be  found  to  bear  a  heart  devoted 
to  this  constitution,  and  capable  of  making  any  sacrifice 
to  support  it.  I  scorn  therefore  the  thou^  of  acting 
a  part  upon  any  undue  principle*  Let  resolutions  grow 
out  of  facts  ;  let  remedy  spring  from  resolutions  :  I  only 
contend,  that  if  by  some  means  sovereignty  and  law  are 
not  separated  from  trade,  the  "words  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  to  \diom  I  alluded  before,  will  be  a  prophecy, 
and^India  and  Great  Britain  will  be  sunk  and  overwhelm* 
ed,  never  to  rise  again.  But  charters,  sir,  I  shall  be 
told,  are  sacred  things : — ^they  are  so  ;  and  to  touch 
them  with  the  hand  of  the  crown,  or  any  other  single 
branch  of  th^  legislature,  would  be  sacrilege.  Charters 
are  sacred;  so  are  crowns;  so  is  yet  more  sacred  the 
religion  of  the  country :  but  when,  by  a  long  series 
of  abuses,  the  one  is  degenerated  from  her  first  beauty 
and  simplicity,  to  the  grossest  bigotry  and  superstition ; 
when  the  other,  by  a  course  of  corruption,  is  perverted 
fit>m  the  only  principle  upon  which  free  government  can 
exist,  the  good  of  the  people — ^has  any  wise  legislature, 
has  this  legislature,  hesitated  to  apply  a  remedy  ?  We  sit 
here  at  this  hour  in  the  friU  enjoyment  of  our  civil  and 
reli^ous  liberties  ;  happy  examples  of  the  powers,  and 
of  the  rectitude  of  our  ancestors,  in  reformation  and  re- 
vcrfution.  Upon  this  principle  therefore,  and  upcm  this 
alone,  that  an  unprecedented  concurrence  of  ctrcum-^ 
stances  has  produced  an  unprecedented  exigency,  would 
I  apply  the  doctrine  of  the  reformation,  and  the  revolution 
to  the  India  compan}  's  charters ;  and  I  would  blend  that 
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doctrine  with  tvery  consideration  of  equi^  and  com- 
pensation,  to  satisfy  the  interests  of  the  parties  con* 
cemed,  while  it  applied  to  the  common  interests  and 
common  salvation  of  India  and  Great  Britain. 

Need  I  ui^  any  fiother  excitements?  The  &te  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  globe — the  fate  of  great  states, 
in  which  your  own  existence  is  involved — ^the  distresses 
of  fifteen  millions  of  people-— the  rights  of  humanity— 
are  involved  in  this  question*  Good  God !  what  a  call ! 
The  native  of  Indostan,  bom  a  slave^  his  neck  bent  from 
the  very  cradle  to  the  yoke,  by  birth,  by  education,  by 
climate,  by  religion,  a  patient,  submissive,  willing  subject 
to  eastern  despotism,  first  begins  to  feel,  first  shakes  his 
chains,  for  the  first  time  complains  under  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  British  tyranny ! 

It  only  remains  for  me  to^state  the  sort  of  committee 
for  which  I  wish.  A  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
with  the  business  of  the  session  which  remains  unfinished, 
could  sit  but  seldom,  aqd  at  this  late  season  would  be 
ineffectual.  A  select  committee,  I  confess,  has  gene* 
raUy  been  the  committee  of  the  minister.  Lists  of  names 
conveyed  from  the  treasury  have  often  had  the  fortune 
to  be  adopted  by  the  majority. 

Sir,  I  have  not  proposed  this  idea  witliout  thinking 
of  that  objection ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it  is  intended  to 
check  this  inquiry  by  such  means.  I  have  a  further 
confidence.  I  do  not'  believe  they  would  succeed  if 
they  were  tried.  I  shall,  therefore,  sir,  propose  a  com- 
mittee of  thirty-one,  with  a  proportionable  quorum  to 
sit  in  the  holidays ;  and  should  means  be  found  to  con- 
tinue their  operations  during  the  summer,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  a  member  who  could  be  called  to  that 
committee,  who  would  not  forego  all  private  avocations  or 
conveniences  fat  prosecuting  that  great  essential  puUic 
duty.  I  therefore  move,  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  nature,  state,  and  condition  of  the 
East  India  Company,  and  of  the  British  affairs  in  Indian 

That  the  committee  do  consist  of  thirty  one  members, 
to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  &c.  &c.^ 
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MR.  J£NKlNSON« 

/The  /present  Marl  ^  LiverfooLj 

/»  12d»j&/y  to  Sir  fFiUiam  Meredith^s  Motion  on  Articlei 
(jf  Subscription. 

A  cunsoRY  view  of  the  tknes  woidd  convince  any 
man  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  mistake  who  sp<^e  last, 
accusing  Laud  as  rthe  principal  promoter  of  that  ferrago, 
as  the  gentleman  was  pleased  to  term  it.  (Here  he  re- 
ferred to  an  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VL  and 
also  quoted  seversd  particulars  relative  to  professor 
Cheke,  queen  Elizabeth,  and  James  I.)  From  tfie 
passages,  sir,  here  alluded  to,  it  is  manifest,  that  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  hath  at^fouted  to  Laud,  is 
the  work  of  other  hands.  But  grantmg  it,  sir,  to  be  as 
Ae  gentleman  says ;  yet  candour  must  allow,  that  Laud, 
with  all  his  feults,  was  a  very  great  man.  With  respect, 
sir,  to  the  matter  of  subscription,  I  profess  myself  sui 
advocate  for  the  measure,  a  convert  to  its  utSity.  I 
know,  sir,  with  men  of  lively  parts,  and  a  bnliiancy  of 
genius,  there  is  nothing  so  easy  as  to  place  «n  object  in 
such  a  light,  as  diat  fhe  bye-standers  cannot  refrain  from 
beholding  it  with  ridicule  '•  I  know,  «iir,  that  the  hack- 
neyed term  superstition  may  be  adled  in  with  great 
dexterity,  as  a  bugbear  to  idarm  Weak  minds,  by  sug- 
gesting groundless  terrors;  but  surely,  sir,  this  cannot 
be  called  a  superstitious  age — it  is  rather  an  age  of  scep- 
ticism ;  under  the  notion  dP  religious  liberty,  the  solemn 
truths  of  religion  itself  are  treated  with  contempt,  and 
sceptical  infidelity  abounds.  Some  men,  sir,  are  for 
laying  our  youth  under  no  restraint :  odiers  go  farther ; 
they  ai^e  for  the  natural  excellence  of  the  passions, 
and  urge,  that  they  should  be  left  to  indulge  them  at  will. 
But,  sir,  if  the  passions  are  early  felt,  sad  experience 
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jtexiyes  thtt  rekaon  U  a  guest  dnt  takes  not  uft  hef  re- 
sidence  in  oilr  breasts,  till  a  late,  a  very  late  period  of 
life.  One  man,  who  ealls  himself  a  pinlosopher,  hath 
contended,  that  nan,  as  he  ootnes  into  the  world,  ^ould 
be  left  entirely  to  himself;  at  random  to  receive  each 
impression  from  without,  at  random  to  follow  each  sug« 
gestion  from  within.  I  do  confess,  sir,  I  should  have 
t  great  curiosity  to  try  the  experiment ;  but  certain  I  am^ 
a  person  trained  in  such  a  manner,  would  be  a  man 
quite  unfit  to  five  in  society*  This,  sir,  is  tlie  mode  of 
raucation  contended  for  by  Rousseau,  whom  I  always 
looked  upon  afc  an  ingemoos  madman.  With  resijpcct 
therefore,  sir,  to  an  exempdcm  from  human  lies,  in  mat* 
lers  of  re}]gi«i,  I  am  against  it.  So  much  depends  upon 
the  right  education  of  youths  that  every  innovation  on  an 
established  mode,  which  for  ages  had  been  found  to  an* 
swer  the  end,  should  be  avoided.  That  the  present 
mode  adopted  at  our  universities,  has  answered  the  end, 
the  past  and  preseitt  oxperience  may  determine. 

Whence  the  man,  who  explored  the  unfrequented 
paths  of  science,  unlocked  the  secret  stores  of  know- 
ledge,  and  laid  open  the  hidden  treasures  of  learning 
and  of  wisdom  ?  Whencci  sir,  Bacon  f — From  an  univer* 
sity.  Whence,  sir,  he,  who  by  the  surest  geometrio 
proofs,  sought  out  the  laws  of  matter  and  motion? 
Whence  Newton  ?-^From  an  university.  On  the  othca* 
hand,  whence  all  that  scepticism,  that  froth  of  words, 
that  puerile  stuff,  so  much  the  taste  of  the  pi^sent  times  f 
I  will  answer  you,  8ir--*^not  from  an  university ;  but  from 
your  Humes,  your  BcdingbrokeS)  your  Rousseaus  and 
others  of  this  despicable  iribe.^i 

Since  then,  sir,  the  custom  of  our  universities,  for 
ages,  hath  answered  evety  end  the  state  could  recjuire  in 
the  educatiop  of  its  3routh,  I  am  not  for  substimtmg  an* 
other  mode  $  I  am  not  for  making  an  innovation  upon 
their  establishment. 

•  Mr.  Jenkinson  here' forgets  his  university  trammels  and  runs 
out  of  the  course.  H«  transposes  the  question,  and  then  produces  « 
^  of  ^bMn^iotts  iMfAe%  some  sf  ivhiifli  jntt  Sfiom  tti  ttaivemUy* 
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Nor  is  it,  sir,  an  estaUishment  peoidiar  to  Engluh 
universities ;  all  foreign  ones  have  their  tests.  At  the 
university  of  Paris  I  know  a  teat  is  estaUished,  and, 
the  members  are  required  to  testify  didr  strict  adherenoe 
to  such  doctrines  as  characterise  the  religion  of  the  coun* 
try.  By  tlie  edict  of  Nantz,  also,  provbion  is  made, 
tltiit  protestants,  the  dissenters  of  that  country,  riudl 
nevertheless  declare  their  assent  to  a  certain  prescribed 
form.  What,  therefore,  hath  been  so  universally  adopt, 
ed,  I  should  suppose  adopted  because  found  to  be  of 
national  utility  ;  and  I  shall  not,  sir,  give  my  vote  for 
En^and  to  be  exempt  from  what  hath  been  fcHind  by 
foreigners  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  religion 
of  the  country  :  by  consequence,  I  strenuously  oppose 
the  motion,  axid  your  quitting  the  chair. 


LORD  NORTH, 

On  the  Petition  presented  against  the  Bill  to  remove 
the  Board  qf  Customs  from  the  Town  qf  Boston^ 

Sxin,  however  gr^at  his  obligations  were  to  the  can* 
dour  and  public  spirit  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion,  (Mr.  Fuller,)  yet  hediflbredmuchfinom 
him  in  the  amendment  proposed.  His  lordship  ob- 
served, that  though  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said 
it  was  the  first  oronce,  yet  upon  recollection  he  was  very 
sure  he  would  not  be  of  that  opinicm,  as  the  people  at 
Boston  had  begun  many  years  ago  to  endeavour  to 
throw  off  all  obedience  to  this  country  :  that  indeed  this 
was  the  first  time  that  parliament  had  proceeded  to  pu» 
nish  them.  He  said,  I  am  by  no  means  an  enemy  to 
lenient  measures,  but  I  find  that  resolutions  of  censure 
and  warning  will  avail  nothing  ;  we  must  therefore  pro- 
ceed to  some  immediate  remedy  :  now  is  our  time  to 
stand  out;  to  defy  them,  to  proceed  with  firmness,  and 
without  fear  ;  that  they  would  never  reform  until  we 
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take  a  measure  of  this  kind.  Let  tlus  bill  produce  a 
conviction  to  all  America  that  we  are  now  in  earnest, 
and  that  we  will  proceed  wkh  firmness  and  vigour  ;  that 
conviction  *would  be  lost  if  they  see  us  hesitating  and 
•  doubtinjp.  That  it  would  be  enough  to  shew  that  Great 
Britain  is  in  earnest.  The  merchandize  now  will  be 
koided  at  Marble-head,  in  the  port  of  Salem,  which 
is  putting  Boston  about  seventeen  miles  from  the  sea  with 
respect  to  foreign  tra^e.  This  restriction  will  be  con-  « 
tinued  as  l<Mig  as  they  persist  in  their  proceedings ;  it 
will  operate  severely  or  mildly  against  them,  according^ 
to  ^tr  bdbaviour ;  if  they  are  obstinate,  the  measure 
will  be  severe;  if  not,  mild.  He  believed  that  Boston 
would  not  immediately  submit  to  a  fine,  nor  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  present  bill,  unless  it  came  'attended  with 
a  mark  of  resolution  and  firmness  that  we  mean  to  pu- 
nish them,  and  assert  our  right.  It  is  impossible  to 
suppose  but  some  of  our  own  people  may  in  some  de*- 
gree  suffer  a  little ;  but  we  must  compare  those  tempo- 
rary inconveniences  with  the  loss  of  that  country,  and 
its  due  obedience  to  us  :  they  bear  no  comparison ;  and 
die  pr^srence  must  certainly  be  given  to  the  latter,  and 
attended  to.  The  honouraUe  gentieman,  he  said,  tells 
tts,  that  the  Americans  will  not  pay  their  debts  due  to 
this  country,  unless  we  comply  with  tiieir  disposition. 
I  believe,  says  his  lordship,  things  will  remain  much  in 
the  same  state  as  they  did  upon  a  like  occasion.  They 
threatened  us  with  die  same  thing  if  we  did  not  repeal 
the  stamp  act ;  we  repealed  that  act,  and  they  did  not 
pay  their  debts.  If  thb  threat  is  yielded  to,  we  may  as 
wdi  take  no  remedy  at  all.  Their  threats  will  hold 
equally  good  to  the  fine  proposed  by  the  honourable 
gentieman,  as  to  the  operation  of  this  bill.  I  hope,  adds 
his  lordship,<that  we  every  one  feci,  that  it  is  the  com- 
mon cause  of  us  all ;  and  such  an  unanimity  will  go  half 
way  to  their  obedience  to  this  bill.  The  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us,  that  the  act  will  be  a  waste  piece  of 
paper,  and  that  an  army  will  be  required,  to  put  it  in 
Voju.  II.  U 
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execution.  The  good  of  this  act  is,  that  four  or  five  fii- 
gates  will  do  the  business^  without  any  military  force: 
but  if  it  is  necessary,  I  should  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
enfoi^e  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  country. 
The  situation  of  the  troops  in  that  country  has  been 
such  that  no  magistrate  or  civil  officer  of  the  peace  has 
been  willing  to  call  forth  their  strength  on  proper  occa> 
sions»  It  will  become  us  to  find  out  some  method 
whereby  the  military  force  may  act  with  eflPect,  and 
without  bloodshed;  in  endeavouring  to  support  and  main* 
tain  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  :  but  I  hope  that  this 
act  will  not,  in  any  shape,  require  a  military  force  to 
put  it  in  execution.  The  rest  of  the  colonies  will  not 
take-  fire  at  the  proper  punishment  inflicted  an  those 
who  have  disbbeyed  your  authority.  We  shall  then 
be  nearly  in  a  situation  that  all  lenient  measures  will  be 
at  an  end  if  they  do :  but  if  we  exert  ourselves  now  with 
firmness  and  intrepidity,  it  is  ^e  more  likely  they  will 
submit  to  ouf  authority.  If  the  consequences  of  their 
not  obeying  this  act  are  likely  to  produce  rebellion,  that 
consequence  belongs  to  them  and  not  to  us  ;  it  is  not 
what  we  have  brought  on  them,  but  what  they  alone  have 
occasioned.  We  are  only  ainswerable  that  our  mea« 
sures  are  just  and  equitable.  Let  us  continue  to  pro-- 
ceed  with  firmness,  justice,  and  resolution;  which,  if 
pursued,  will  certainly  produce  that  due  obedience  and 
respect  to  the  laws  of  this  country,  and  the  security  of 
tiie  trade  of  its  people,  which  I  do  ardently  wish  for. 
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COLONEL  BARRE, 
In  Reply  to  LordNarthf  an  hU  Majesty^ s  Message. 


I  RISE  with  great  unwillingness  to  oppose  this  measure 
in  its  very  infancy,  before  its  features  are  well  formed,  or 
to  daim  that  attention  which  this  house  seems  to  bestow 
with  so  much  reluctance  on  any  ailments  in  behalf  of 
America.  But  I  must  call  you  to  witness,  that  I  have 
been  hitherto  silent,  or  acquiescent,  to  an  unexpected 
degree  of  moderation.  While  your  proceedings,  se-> 
vere  as  they  were,- had  the  least  colour  of  foundation  in 
justice,  I  desisted  from  opposing  them  ;  imy  more-— 
though  your  bill  for  stopping  up  the  port  of  Boston 
contained  in  it  many  things  most  cruel,  unwarrantable^ 
taid  unjust,  yet  as  they  were  couched  under  those  gene<- 
ral  principles  of  justice,  retribution  for  injury,  and  com- 
pensation for  loss  sustained,  I  not  only  desisted  from 
opposing,  but  assented  to  its  passing.  The  bill  was  a 
bad  way  of  doing  what  was  right ;  but  still  it  was  doing 
what  was  right.  I  would  not,  therefore,  by  opposing  it, 
flcem  to  countenance  those  violences  which  had  been 
committed  abroad ;  and  of  which  no  man  disapproves 
more  than  I  do. 

Upon  the  present  question  I  am  totally  unprepared* 
The  motion  itself  bears  no  sort  of  resemblance  to  what 
was  formerly  announced.  The  noble  lord  and  his  friends 
have  had  every  advantage  of  preparation.  Thev  have 
reconnoitred  the  field,  and  chosen  their  ground.  To 
attack  them  in  these  circumstances  may,  perhaps,  sa- 
vour more  of  the  gallantry  of  a  soldier,  than  of  the  wis- 
dom  of  a  senator.  But,  sir,  the  proposition  is  so  glar- 
ing; so  unprecedented  in  any  former  proceedings  of  par- 
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liament ;  90  unwarranted  by  aay  delay,  dental,  or  preaer* 
vation  of  justice  in  America  ;  so  big  with  misery  and 
oppression  to  that  country,  and  with  danger  to  Ihis^* 

•    that  the  first  blush  of  it  is  suiEcient  to  idarm  and  roaae 
me  to  opposition. 

It  is  proposed  to  stigmatize  a  whole  people  as  perse* 
cutors  of  innocence,  and  men  incapable  of  doing  jus. 

'  lace  ;  yet  you  have  not  a  single  fact  on  which  to  ground 
that  imputation.  I  expected  the  noble  lord  would  have 
supported  this  motion  by  producing  instances  of  the  of- 
ficers of  government  in  America  having  been  prosecuted 
with  unremitting  vengeance,  and  brought  to  cruel  and 
diAonourable  deaths  by  the  violence  and  injustice  of 
American  juries*  But  he  has  not  produced  one  such-ia^ 
stance  {  and  I  will  tell  you  more,  sir-^he  cannot  pro^ 
duce  one.  The  instances  which  have  happened  are  di« 
rectly  in  the  teeth  of  his  proposition.  Colonel  Prest<m, 
and  the  soldiers,  who  shed  the  blood  of  the  people,  were 
fiEiirly  tried,  and  fully  acquitted.  It  wa&i  an  Aipericm 
jury,  a  New  England  jury,  a  Boston  jury,  which  tri^. 
ed  and  acquitted  thtm.  Colonel  Preston  has,  under 
hta  hand,  publicly  declared,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
very  town  in  which  their  fellow  citizens  had  been  sa* 
crifieed,  were  his  advocates  and  defenders.  Is  this 
the  return  you  make  them  ?  Is  this  the  encouragement 
you  give  them  to  persevere  in  so  laudable  a  spirit  6f  jua^. 
tice  and  moderation  ?  When  a  commissioner  of  the  cus^ 
toms,  aided  by  a  number  of  ruffian^,  assaulted  the  cele^ 
brated  Mr.  Otis  in  the  midst  of  the  town  of  Boston, 
and  with  the  most  barbarous  violence  almost  murd^ed 
him,  did  the  mob,  which  is  said  to  rule  that  town,  take 
vengeance  on  the  perpetrators  of  this  Inhuman  outrage, 
against  a  person  who  is  supposed  to  be  their  demagogue  f 
No,  sir,  the  law  tried  them :  the  law  gave  heavy  damages 
against  them  ;  which  the  irreparably  injured  Mr.  Odm 
most  generously  forgave,  upon  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
ofience.  Can  you  expect  any  more  such  instances  of 
magnanimity  under  the  principle  of  the  bill  now  pro^ 
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posed  f  But  the  qoble  kmi  say«,  ^^  We  must  now  shew 
the  Americans  that  we  will  no  longer  sit  quiet  under 
their  insults."  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to'  say  tha^  this  is  decla* 
mation,  unbecoming  the  character  and  place  oi  him  who 
Utters  it.  In  what  moment  have  you  beeri  quiet  ?  Has 
not  your  go▼er^men^for  many  years  past  been  a  series 
of  irritating  and  offensive  measures,  without  policy,  prin« 
oiple,  or  moderation  ?  Have  not  your  troops  and  your 
ships  made  a  vain  and  insulting  paradi^  in  their  streets 
and  in  their  harbours  f  It  has  seemed  to  be  your  study 
to  irritate  and  inflame  them.  You  have  stimulated  dis* 
content  into  disaffection,  and  you  are  now  goading  that 
disaffection  into  rebellion^  Can  you  expect  to  be  well 
informed  when  you  listen  only  to  partisans?  Can  you 
expect  to  do  justice  whm  you  will  not  hear  the  ac- 
cused? 

Let  us  consider,  sir,  the  precedents  which 'are  offered 
to  warrant  this  {H*oceeding — ^the  suspension  oi  the  habeag 
porpoM  act  in  1745*-«the  making  smugglers  triable  in 
Middlesex,  and  the  Scotch  rebels  in  Engliuid.  Sir,  the 
first  was  done  upon  the  most  pressing  necessity,  fla^ 
grante  bello^  with  a  dangerous  rebellion  m  the  very  heart 
of  the  kingdom ;  the  second,  you  well  know,  was  war* 
ranted  by  the  most  evident  facts ;  armed  bodies  of  smug, 
giers  marched  publicly,  without  Resentment  or  moles- 
tation  from  the  pec^le  of  the  coun^  of  Sussex,  who,  even 
to  their  magistrates,  were  notoriously  connected  with 
them.  They  murdered  the  officers  of  the  revenue^ 
engaged  your  troops,  and  openly  violated  the  laws. 
Experience  convinced  you,  that  the  juries  of  that,  and 
oi  die  counties  similarly  circumstanced,  would  never  find 
such  criminals  guilty  ;  and  upon  the  conviction  of  this 
necessity  you  passed  the  act.  The  same  necessity  jus- 
tified the  trying  Scotch  rebels  in  England.  Rebellion 
had  raised  its  dangerous  standard  in  Scotland,  and  the 
principles  of  it  had  so  universally  tainted  that  people, 
that  it  was  manifesdy  in  vain  to  expect  justice  from  them 
against  their  countrymen.     But  in  America,  not  a  sin« 
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gle  act  of  rebellion  has  bttn  'committed.  Let  the  croHm 
law  officers,  who  sit  by  the  noble  lord,  declare,  if  thejr 
can,  that  there  is  upon  your  table  a  single  evidence  of 
treason  or  rebellion  in  America.  They  know,  sir,  there 
is  not  one,  and  yet  are  proceeding  as  if  there  were  a 
thousand. 

Having  thus  proved,  sir,  that  the  proposed  bill  is 
without  precedent  to  support,  and  without  facts  to  war- 
rant it,  let  us  now  view  the  consequences  it  is  likely  to 
produce.  A  soldier  feels  himself  so  much  above  the  rest 
of  mankind,  that  the  strict  hand  of  the  civil  power  is  ne- 
cessary to  control  the  haughtiness  of  disposition  which 
such  superiority  inspires.  You  know,  sir,  what  constant 
care  is  taken  in  this  country  to  remind  the  military  that 
they  are  under  the  restraint  of  the  civil  power.  In  Ame- 
rica their  superiority  is  felt  still  greater.  Remove  the 
check  of  the  law,  as  this  bill  intends,  and  what  insolence, 
what  outrage  may  you  not  expect  ?  Every  passion  that 
is  pernicious  to  society  will  be  let  loose  upon  a  people 
unaccustomed  to  licentiousness  and  intemperance.  On 
the  one  hand  will  be  a  people  who  have  been  long,  com- 
plaining of  oppression,  and  see  in  the  soldiery  those  who 
are  to  enforce  it  upon  thdm ;  on  the  other,  an  army  stu- 
diously prepossessed  with  the  idea  of  that  people  being 
rebellious,  unawed  by.  the  apprehension  of  civil  control, 
and  actuated  by  that  arbitrary  spirit  which  prevails  even 
amongst  the  best  of  troops. — In  this  situation  the  pru- 
dent officer  will  find  it  impossible  to  restrain  his  soldiers, 
or  prevent  that  provocation  which  will  rouse  the  tamest 
people  to  resistance.  The  inevitable  consequence  will 
be,  that  you  will  produce  the  rebellion  you  pretend  tp 
obviate. 

I  have  been  bred  a  soldier ;  having  served  long. — I  re- 
spect  the  profession,  and  live  in  the  strickest  habits  of 
friendship  with  a  great  many  officers ;  but  there  is  not  a 
country  gentleman  of  you  all,  who  looks  upon  the  army 
with  a  more  jealous  eye,  or  would  the  more  strenuously 
resist  the  setting  them  above  the  control  of  the  civU 
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power.  No  man  is  to  be  trusted  in  such  a  situation.  It 
IS  not  the  fault  of  the  soldier,  but  the  vice  of  human 
nature,  which,  unbridled  by  law,  become;s  insolent  and 
licentious,  wantonly  violates  the  peace  of  society,  and 
tramples  upon  the  rights  of  human  kind. 

With  respect  to  those  gentlemen  who  ace  destined  to 
this  service,  they  are  much  to  be  pitied.  It  is  a  service, 
which  an  officer  of  feeling  and  of  worth  must  enter  upon 
with  infinite  reluctance*  A  service,  in  which  his  only 
merit  must  be,  to  bear  much^  and  do  little.  With  the  me- 
lancholy prospect  before  him  of  commencing  a  civil  war, 
and  embruing  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  fellow-subjects^ 
hiB  feelings,  his  life,  his  honour  are  hazarded,  without  ^ 
possibility  of  any  equivalent  or  compensation.  You  may 
perhaps  Uiink  a  law,  founded  upon  this  motion,  will  be 
his  protection.  I  am  mistaken  if  it  will.  Who  is  to  ex- 
ecute it  ?  He  must  be  a  bold  man  indeed  who  makes  the 
attempt :  if  the  people  are  so  exasperated,  that  it  is  un- 
safe  to  bring  the  man  who  has  injured  them  to  trial,  let 
the  governor  who  withdraws  him  from  the  justice  look  to 
himkself.  The  people  will  not  endure  it,:  they  would  no 
longer  deserve  the  reputation  of  being  descended  £roii4 
the  loins  of  Englishmen,  if  they  did  endure  it. 

When  I  stand  up  as  an  advocate  for  America,  I  feel 
myself  the  firmest  friend  of  this  country.  We  stand 
upcm  the  commerce  of  America.  Alienate  your  colonies^ 
and  you  will  subvert  the  foundation  of  your  riches  and 
your  strength.  Let  the  banners  be  once  spread  in  Ame- 
rica, and  you  are  an  undone  people.  You  are  urging  this 
desperate,  this  destructive  bsue.  You  are  urging  it  with 
tuch  violence,  and  by  measures  tending  so  manifestly  to 
that  fatal  point,  that,  but  for  that  state  of  madness  which 
only  could  inspire  such  an  intention,  it  would  appear 
to  be  your  deliberate  purpose.  In  assenting  to  your  late 
bill  I  resbted  the  violence  of  America,  at  the  hazard  of 
my  popularity  there.  I  now  resist  your  phrenzy,  at  the 
same  risk  here.  You  have  changed  your  ground.  You 
are  beconung  tttc  aggressors,  and  offering  the  last  of  hu- 
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man  otitra|es  to  th^  ^ople  of  America,  by  subjecting 
them,  in  effect,  to  mihtaiy  execution.  I  know  the  vast 
superiority  of  your  disciplined  troops  over  the  Provin- 
cials ;  but  beware  how  you  supply  the  want  of  discipline 
by  desperation.  Instead  of  sending  them  the  olive 
branch,  you  have  sent  the  naked  sword.  By  the  olive 
branch  i  mean  a  repeal  of  all  the  late  laws,  fruitless  to 
you  and  oppressive  to  them% 

Ask  their  aid  in  a  constitutional  manner,  and  they  will 
give  it  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability.  They  never  yet  re- 
fused it  when  properly  required.  Your  journals  bear 
the  recorded  acknowledgments  of  the  zeal  with  which 
ihey  have  contributed  to  the  general  necessities  of  the 
state.  What  madness  is  it  that  prompts  you  to  attempt 
obtaining  that  by  force  which  you  may  more  certainly 
procure  by  requisition  ?  They  may  be  flattered  into  any 
thing ;  but  they  are  to  much  like  yourselves  to  be  driven* 
Have  some  indulgence  for  your  own  likeness ;  respect 
Aeir  sturdy  English  virtue ;  retract  your  odious  exertions 
of  authority,  and  remember,  that  the  first  step  towards 
taking  them  contribute  to  your  wants,  is  to  reconcU^ 
them  to  your  government. 

(It  was  observed  that  lord  N<»th  trembled  Mid  M* 
tered  at  evety  word  of  this  motion.) 

HON.  TEMPLE  LUTTRELL. 

I  have  introduce  the  following  Speech  at  an  exqtdaite  spoctmen  oT 
ttitaccountably  absurd  tiffeeudotu  ^ 

On  Mr.  JSuiier's  Motim  thai  SOOO  oddiH&nal  Seamen 
be  employed  far  the  year  177S,  to  enforct  the  Mea^ 
sures  of  Qavemment  in  America. 

I  RISE  up  under  a  number  of  disadvantages,  and  shall 
scarce  be  able  to  express  my  sentiments  without  much 
agitation  and  embarrassment,  k  ndvice  a^  I  am  at  poll- 
tical  disquisitions,  and  attempthig  (from  a  seat  which 
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till  this  hour  I  might  not  call  my  own)  to  speak  on  a 
subject  of  such  high  import,  in  the  presence,  and  pos- 
sibly against  the  opinion  of  the  most  experienced  states- 
men in  any  country  of  the  universe.-^Buty  sir,  it  has 
been  earnestly  recommended  to  me,  as  well  by  the  elec- 
tors of  the  borough  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  ^ 
representative,  as  by  several  other  persons  of  respectable 
consideration,  that  I  will  exert  the  utmost  of  my  humble 
endeavours  and  faculties,  towards  the  establishing  of 
peace,  and  conciliating  the  aifections  of  the  American 
colonies  with  their  parent-state  of  Great  Britain,  and 
to  promote  the  joint  happiness  of  both  divisions  of 
this  mighty  empire,  on  the  firm  basis  of  equality  and 
mutual  good  offices  :  and  I  should  hold  it  an  unpardon- 
able omission  of  duty  were  I  to  remain  now  silent,  espe- 
cially as  I  was  precluded,  by  the  dependence  before 
parliament  of  a  controverted  return,  from  declaring  my 
disposition  towards  the  oppressed  colonists,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  sessions,  when  a  speech  fiom  the 
throne  of  the  most  inimical  tendency  to  America,  and 
therefore  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  tendency  to 
the  whole  British  realm,  received  the  thanks  of  this 
house.  I  was  under  the  same  preclusion  when  com- 
merce here  stood  a  dejected  supplicant,  in  just  appre- 
hension  from  the  impending  storm.  Well,  sir,  might  she 
be  alarmed,  to  see  a  pilot  at  the  helm,  as  the  winds  and 
the  billows  arise,  who,  rather  than  part  with  the  guns  ^ 
throws  the  merchandize  overboard  :  sav^  them,  sir,  he 
may,  by  so  costly  a  sacrifice,  but  not  fo^  jubilee  or  tri« 
umph ;  they  shall  be  saved  for  signals  jOf  distress,  and 
to  solemnize  the  obsequies  of  your  empire^  The  mer- 
chants were  not  then  to  be  heard,  lest  their  candid  story 
should  set  in  the  proper  point  of  view,  those  insidious 
fragments  of  official  letters  laid  on  your  table.  What 
human  understandmg  could  cement  such  a  mangled  cor- 
respondence together,  so  as  to  derive  any  clear  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  real  condition  or  sentiments  of  the 
Americans  ?  Whatsoever  might  extenuate  offences,  ex- 
Voi-  II.  15 
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cusc  error,  and  restore  perfect  amity  between  the  two 
countries,  did  the  partial  hand  of  administration  wickedly 
suppress ;  while  in  too  glaring  a  li^ht  was  exhibited  every 
feet  that  could  serve  to  widen  me  breach,  and  inflame 
the  passions,  and  blow  up  a  faint,  luckless  spark  of  ani- 
mosity to  the  full  combustion  and  horrors  of  a  civil  war  ! 
These  misrepresentations,  however,  answered  the  ends 
proposed,  for  both  houses  were  blindly  entrapped  to  give 
their  sanction  to  as  sanguinary  a  scroll  (in  the  form  of  an 
address)  as  was  ever  laid  by  a  prostitute  senate  at  the  feet- 
of  deluded  majesty. 

Did  not  your  ancestors,  sir,  manfully  fight,  did  not 
some  of  them  heroically  fall,  to  preserve  those  constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  subject  to  every  Briton,  which  you 
have  now  by  one  vote  pledged  yourself,  at  the  hazard  of 
life  and  fortune,  to  subvert  and  to  annihilate  throughout 
the  better  part  of  the  whole  British  monarchy  ? 

I  do  not  conceive  it  possible  that  any  man  here  pre- 
sent can  feel  as  he  ought,  be  conscious  of  a  participation 
in  the  superintendence  of  the  common- wealth,  and  re- 
main a  mere  tranquil  observer  when  so  weighty,  so 
interesting  a  subject  comes  before  you  ;  a  subject  on  the 
issue  of  which  perhaps  his  own  individual  happiness  or 
misery,  doubtless  the  happiness  or  misery  of  his  nearest 
posterity,  will  depend.  With  what  hebitude,  sir,  must 
the  blood  circulate  through  his  veins  !  What  must  his 
definition  be  of  an  ignominious  supineness  and  apathy  ? 
This  is  not  a  debate  of  slow  animation,  in  which  few 
persons  are  concerned,  and  of  limited  influence;  we  arc 
now  to  decide  upon  the  fate  of  millions  through  a  long 
series  of  ages,  and  the  part  which  every  man  shall  take 
on  this  occasion  must  stamp  him  with  characters  indeli- 
ble through  all  eternity — a  patriot  or  a  parricide. 

'Tis,  sir,  from  the  collisions  of  controversy  that  those 
radiant  sparks  are  struck  out  by  which  truth  lights  her 
sacred  torch — nor  have  I  less  expectation  from  diose 
gentlemen  who  are  but  just  initiated  into  parliamentary 
business,  than  from  your  veteran  politicians^  "  deep  on 
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whose  front  engraven  (to  use  the  phrase  of  Milton)  deli* 
beration  sits  and  public  care."  Such  veterans,  might, 
indeed,  be  our  surest  judges,  were  we  now  about  to 
agitate  questions  wrapt  up  in  subdolous  Machiavelian 
mystery,  and  only  to  be  developed  by  the  acutest  abstract 
reasoning.  The  present  juncture,  sir,  requires  only  a 
well  principled  heart,  and  a  head  moderately  conversant 
with  the  nature  of  men  and  things.  It  is  not,  I  own,  I 
feel,  ^ven  to  a  young  member  of  this  august  assembly 
to  deliver  his  ideas  with  that  method,  that  guarded  cor* 
rectness,  that  unagitated  confidence,  which  long  habitude 
of  speaking  usually  supplies ;  but  will  he,  sir,  yield 
with  less  ductility  to  the  dictates  and  honest  zeal  of  in- 
ward conscience  ?  He  comes  among  you  at  last  with  a 
judgment  unbiassed :  he  has  not  pledged  himself  to  any 
partial  junto,  whose  maxims  and  interest  he  is  at  all 
events  to  adopt  for.the  measure  of  his  political  career : 
he  has  not  stood  forth  an  accomplice  to  any  of  those 
manifold  mischiefs  and  blunders  which  have  heretofore 
been  committed  in  the  administration  of  your  colonies  : 
he  has  had  no  share  in  inflaming  the  evil  by  temporary 
anodynes  ;  nor  has  he  treated  the  imperial  concerns  of 
that  wide-stretched  continent  as  only  accessary  to,  and 
of  trivial  account,  when'  compared  with  his  own  private 
schemes  of  ambition  and  aggrandisement.  Upon  tl^e 
wjiole,  sir,  I  cannot  but  think  him  rather  the  more  likely 
to  execute  the  share  of  such  important  award  committed 
to  his  discretion,  as  becomes  an  upright  delegate  of  the 
people  at  large,  heedless  whether  his  conduct  therein  may 
quadrate  with  the  narrow,  selfish  views  of  this  or  that 
set  of  men,  who  are  candidates  for  titles  or  power :  not 
but  that  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  see  here  present  some 
characters  animated  with  true  patriotic  spirit,  who  have 
long  and  worthily  been  seated  within  these  walls ;  on 
whose  eminent  talents,  on  whose  approved  integrity, 
America  rests  her  best  hope.  Such  gentlemen  as  come 
within  the  scope  of  any  of  those  disadvantageous  allu- 
sions I  have  just  thrown  out,  will  consider^  that  a  well- 
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timed  recession  from  error  claims  the  next  praise  to  a 
perfect  exemption  therefrom :  they  will  no  longer  en- 
deavour  to  palliate  a  dreadful  disease,  which,  if  once 
mrrived  at  a  full  paroxysm,  it  will  baffle  the  Esculapian 
skill  of  their  expertest  state-doctors  to  cope  with.^ 

Our  present  sagacious  rulers  had,  it  seems,  drawn 
their  political  clue  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe  to  so  gor- 
dian  a  tie,  that,  despairing  to  revolve  by  patience  and 
sober  wisdom  through  the  several  implications  their  hands 
have  wrought)  they  took  a  summary  recourse  to  the  edge 
of  the  sword. 

Sir,  their  sword-law,  will  best  agree  with  the  arbitrary 
principles  and  system  of  government  applied  to  almost 
every  department  of  the  state  by  that  flagitious  confede* 
racy  which  hath  latently  presided  over  the  councils  and 
arcana  of  the  cabinet  ever  since  the  accession  of  our 
present  most  gracious  sovereign.     I  say,  sir,  that  these 
occult  dictators  to  the  r-— ^1  conscience  should  prefer 
sword-law  I  am  not  at  all  astonished ;  but  that  the  osten- 
sible adviser,  a  man  of  profound  judgment  and  the  keen- 
est penetration,  a  man  whom  the  most  slanderous  of 
his  enemies  allow  to  possess  the  tenderest  feelings  of 
social  affection,  to  be  even  prodigal  of  the  practices  as 
well  as  professions  of  humanity  ;  that  he,  sir,  should, 
with  a  ruthless  composure,  adopt  and  carry  into  execu- 
tion their  bloody  mandates,  may  well  create  gencjal 
consternation  and  the    deepest  concern.     It  was  pro* 
noimced  by  a  consummate  minister,  who  once  held  the 
reins  of  government  with  so  much  honour  to  himself  and 
transcendant  glory  to  the  whole  empire  of  Britain,  that 
the  Canadian  America  was  conquered  in  Germany.     It 
is,  it  seems,  by  the  German  policy  of  dominion,  which 
our  own  clan<bred  feudists  are  ever  prone  to  expose, 
that  British  America  is  to  be  reduced  to  vassalage  :  but 
let  the  all-potent  minions  beware,  lest  while  they  are 
bowing  the  stubborn  necks   of  these   colonists  to  the 

*  This  16  tlie  very  style  of  the  most  fiiotastictd  knight,  Don  Adri* 
ano  do  Anoado. 
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yoke,  they  find  not  their  own  necks  bow  to  the  block  of 
an  executioner.  Sir,  the  far  more  considerable  part  of 
the  people  of  England  do  now  wbh  us  to  use  temper, 
noLoderation,  and  forbearance  towards  America.  **  Dig^ 
nos  esse  qui  Romani  fiant  (said  the  illustrious  consul  to 
the  senate  of  certain  tributaries  in  allegiance  to  the  Roman 
eagles,)  eas^  qui  nihil prceterquam  de  libertate  cogitent.^^ 
Sir,  when  the  two  most  renowned  republics  oi  ancient 
time  had  long  contended  for  universal  empire,  and  vic- 
tory over  many  a  well-fought  field  had  held  almost  an  equal 
balance,  then  it  was  that  the  rigid  censor  (M.  Cato)  de- 
nounced that  memorable  judgment,  ^'  Delenda  est  Car- 
thago.^^  Sir,  the  Carthagenians  were  the  natural  rivals 
of  the  trade  and  glory  of  Rome ;  they  had  in  cold  blood 
inhumanly  put  to  death  one  of  the  most  perfect  heroes 
and  patriots  her  annals  could  boast :  in  their  national 
character,  the^  were  perfidious  to  a  proverb  ;  and  they 
early  led  their  children  to  the  altar  to  lisp  assent  to  so- 
lenm  adjumtion  of  eternal  warfare  and  vengeance  against 
Rome.  In  short,  sir,  the  further  existence  of  these  Afri- 
cans was  become  quite  incompatible  with  the  peace  and 
security  of  the  Roman  commonwealth.  The  words  De* 
tenda  est  Carthago  were,  in  the  reign  of  our  Charles  the 
Second,  borrowed  by  a  member  of  the  otlier  house  of 
parliament,  the  famous  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  in  height  of 
pfssionate  resentment  against  the  Hollanders  :  but,  sir, 
though  the  Hollanders  had  to  the  most  substantial  inju- 
ries added  the  provoking  insult  of  sailing  up  to  the  em- 
porium of  your  commerce,  with  brooms  at  their  mast 
heads  ;  though  they  had  by  many  an  inveterate  combat 
on  the  ocean  brought  your  marine  power,  and  consequent* 
ly  our  very  being  as  a  people,  to  as  desperate  a  crisis  as 
ever  befel  Rome  during  the  r^e  of  the  punic  wars,  yet, 
sir,  it  is  a  well  known  anecdote  of  that  day,  there  was 
scarce  a  peer  in  the  assembly  but  stood  aghast  and 
shuddered  at  the  unchristian  severity  of  the  sentence. 
Delenda  est  Carthago  has  been  applied  for  a  third  time  ; 
it  has,  sir,  been  recently  and  publicly  applied,  by  an 
avowed  zealous  partisan  of  the  present  administrati(Mi 
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of  your  government,  to  our  fellow  subjects  of  Americai 
and  the  news  will,  I  fear,  ere  long  reach  your  colonies* 
I  am  not  master  of  language  sufficient  in  energy  to  give 
the  due  comment  to  sudi  an  expression :  but,  sir,  should 
it  be  here  uttered  in  sobriety,  and  calmly  listened  to, 
might  you  not  be  apt  to  imagine  yourselves  seated  midst 
the  deputies  of  the  Indian  tribes,  near  the  enterior  lakes 
of  that  continent,  and  sacrificing  to  the  demon  of  re- 
venge,  rather  than  with  the  deputies  of  the  free,  polished 
natives  of  the  British  isles,  in  their  imperial  seat  of  le- 
gislation ? 

I  can  indeed,  easily  conceive  that  the  gentleman  al- 
luded  to  (Mr.  Van)  was  rather  more  forward,  rather 
more  ingenious  than  the  chieftains  of  his  cause  will  thank 
him  for  :  they  hardly  could  mean  that  the  final  catas- 
trophe of  this  their  tragic  plot  should  be  discovered  just 
at  tfie  opening  of  the  very  first  act. 

It  was  a  noble  sentiment  of  Fenelon  (archbishc^  of 
Cambray)  that  "  he  loved  his  friend  equal  to  himself; 
his  country  &r  better  than  his  friend  and  himself ;  roan- 
kind  in  general  beyond  all  put  together." 

What  that  amiable  prelate  makes  Mentor  say,  on  re- 
vealing a  celestial  form  to  the  son  of  Ulysses  (who  had 
just  attained  to  years  of  manhood)  may  afford  an  alle- 
gory to  assist  the  British  le^slature  at  some  future  pe- 
riod, in  the  safest  and  sagest  conduct  towards  her  colo- 
nists. **  I  have  guided  you  through  rocks  and  quick- 
sands, through  the  ensanguined  battle,  and  the  various 
calamities  incident  to  the  human  species  :  I  have  taught 
you,  through  forcible  experience,  the  good  and  the  bad 
maxims  by  which  government  may  be  carried  on.  'Tis 
now  time  that  you  be  fully  emancipated.  Love  your 
fellow  creatures.  Endeavour  to  renew  the  golden  age. 
Avoid  effeminacy,  profuseness,  and  ostentation.  Let 
simplicity  be  your  best  ornaments.  On  virtue  and  your 
own  just  actions  rest  your  chief  security.  Pure  liberty, 
peace,  delightful  abundance,  and  unsullied  glory,  ever  at- 
tend you."  I  am  sensible,  sir,  that  I  have  too  long 
withheld  the  attention  of  the  house  from  persons  of  far 
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more  weight,  and  superior  abilities :  I  shall  therefore  at 
a  future  day  hope  for  the  same  indulgence  that  has  beeii 
now  shewn  me,  while  I  urge,  that  to  compel  the  Ame* 
ricans  by  a  military  force  to  acknowledge  the  parar 
mount  and  unbounded  authority  of  parliament  in  the 
taxation  of  their  property,  property  created  by  their  in- 
teliects  ajid  industry,  is  neither  just,  politic,  nor  practi- 
cable ;  a  measure  totally  repugnant  to  the  liberal  notions 
of  rectitude  which  have  ever  characterized  the  happy 
natives  of  England,  and  irreconcileable  with  the  spirit 
of  those  very  rules  and  institutes  by  which  the  three 
estates  of  this  realm  hold  existence. 

MR-  WILKES, 

(The  Lord  Mayor.) 

Tlus  celebrated  man  was  born  in  1728.  In  1761,  he  was  elected^ 
member  for  Aylesbiuy,  about  which  time  he  excited  the  indigna- 
ticm  of  ministry  by  publishing  a  periocfical  paper,  called  the  North 
Briton,  for  the  forty-fifth  number  of  which  he  was  apprehended  by 
a  general  warrant  He  was  however  liberated,  and  became  tlui 
patriot  of  the  day.  He  was  soon  after  expelled  the  house  for  his 
Essay  on  Woman.  He  was  repeatedly  returned  for  Middlesex 
after  this,  but  the  election  waa  always  declared  void,  (ill  1774, 
when  he  took  his  seat  without  opposition.  The  following  speech 
in  his  own  defence  contains  the  clearest,  most  logical,  and  best  ar* 
gued  casey  that  has  been  made  out  on  that  side  of  the  question.  He 
takes  the  same  ground,  and  often  uses  the  same  words  as  Junius, 
but  I  think  he  establishes  his  point  more  satisfactorily.  He  was  a 
clear,  correct,  able,  and  eloquent  speaker*  £Q{i  ccnversadonal 
talents  were  very  brilliant.  He  was  a  very  ugly  and  a  very  de* 
bauched  man,  but  a  great  favourite  with  the  women,  whom  he  acr 
cordingly  satirized  without  mercy.    He  died  1797, 

The  motion  which  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  subniito 
ting  to  the  bouse,  affects,  in  my  opinion,  the  very  vital^ 
of  this  constitution^  the  great  primary  sources  of  the 
power  of  the  people,  whom  we  represent,  and  by  whose 
authority  cinly,  delegated  to  us  for  a  time,  we  are  a  part 
of  the  legislative  bo<ly  of  this  kingdom.  The  proceeds 
logs  of  the  last  parliament  in  the  husiness  of  the^  Mid* 
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dlesex  elections,  gave  a  just  alarm  to  almost  every  elec- 
tor in  the  nation.    The  fatal  precedents  then  attempted 
to  be  established  was  considered  as  a  direct  attack  on 
the  inalienable  rights  of  the  people.    The  most  respec^ 
table  bodies  in  thisjcingdom  expressed  their  abhorrence 
of  the  measure  :  they  proceeded  so  far  as  to  petition  the 
crown  for  the  dissolution  of  that  parliament,  as  having 
been  guilty  of  a  flagrant  abuse  of  their  trust.     Above 
60,000  of  our  fellow  subjects  carried  their  complaints 
to  the  foot  of  the  throne ;  a  nuniber  surely  deserving  the 
highest  regard  firom  a  minister,  if  his  whole  attention  had 
not  been  engrossed  by  the  small  number  of  the  6000 
who  return  the  majority  of  members  to  this  house.     The 
people,  sir,  were  in  a  ferment,  which  has  not  yet  sub- 
sided.   They  made  my  cause  their  own,  for  they  saw 
the  powers  of  government  exerted  against  the  constitu- 
tion, which  was  wounded  through  my  sides ;  and  the 
envenomed  shafts  of  a  wicked  administration  pointed  at 
our  laws  and  liberties,  no  less  than  at  a  hated  indivi- 
dual.   The  plan  was  carried  on  for  some  years  with  a 
spirit  of  malevolence  and  rancour  which  would  have 
^sgraced  the  very  worst,  but  with  a  perseverance  which 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  best  cause.     I  dp  not 
mean,  sir,  to  go  through  the  variety  of  persecutions  and 
injuries  which  that  person  suffered,  I  hope,  with  a  be- 
coming fortitude.    I  have  forgiven  them.    All  the  great 
powers  of  the  state  at  one  time  appeared  combined  to 
pour  their  vengeance    on    me.      Even  imperial  Jove 
pointed  his  thunder-bolts,  red  with  uncommon  wrath,  at 
my  devoted  head.    I  was  scorched,  but  not  consumed. 
The  broad  shield  of  the  law  protected  me.     A  generous 
public,  and  my  noble  friends,  the  freeholders  of  Middle- 
sex, the  ever  steady  fi'iends  of  liberty  and  their  country, 
poured  balm  into  my  wounds ;  they  are  healed.     Scarce- 
ly a  scar  remains :  but  I  feel,  I  deeply  feel  the  wounds  gi- 
ven to  the  constitution ;   they   are  still  bleeding ;  this 
house  only  can  heal  them :  they  only  can  restore  the 
constitution,  to  its  former  state  of  purity,  healthy  and  vi- 
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goiir.  May  I  be  permitted  to  podnt  out  the  mode  of 
the  core,  and  the  aalutaiy  methods  I  think  you  ought  to 
aj^y  bdbre  I  proceed  to  the  remedy,  I  shall  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  house  to  state  the  case ;  and  I  hope 
they  will  forgive  a  dry  but  candid  tiarratiTe  of  facts,  be- 
cause I  mean  to  argue  from  them :  I  will  give  them  as 
briefly  as  possible,  and  with  all  the  impartiaU^  of  a  bye« 
stander. 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  first  elected  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex on  the  fiSth  of  March,  1768.  He  was  expelled 
the  Sd  of  February,  1769,  and  die  second  time  chosen^ 
without  opposition,  the  16th  day  oi  the  same  month. 
On  the  day  following,  the  election  was  vacated,  and  he 
was  declared  by  a  majority  of  the  house  incapable  of 
being  elected  into  tteK  parliament.  NotwiAstanding^ 
this  resolution  of  the  house,  he  was  a  third  time,  on  thi 
16th  of  March,  elected  without  opposition;  for  I  sup- 
pose the  ridiculous  attempt  of  a  Mr.  Dingley,  who  had 
not  a  smgle  freeholder  to  propose  or  vote  for  him,  can 
hardly  be  called  an  opposition.  That  election,  however, 
was  declared  void  the  next  day.  On  the  13th  of  April, 
hlx.  Wilkes  was  a  fourth  time  elected,  bv  a  majority  of 
1143  votes,  against  Mr.  Luttrell,  who  had  onlv  206. 
The  same  day,  the  house  voted,  "  That  Mr.  Luttrell 
ought  to  have  been  returned.''  On  the  29th  of  April, 
a  petition  was  presented  to  the  house,  from  the  free- 
holders of  Middlesex,  by  a  worthy  baronet,  (Sir  GecHge 
Savile,)  who  is  not  only  an  honour  to  diis  house,  but  to 
human  nature;  notwittistanding  which,  the  house,  o» 
the  8th  of  May,  resoh^ed,  *'  That  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell, 
Esq.  is  duly  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire,  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament,  for  die  county  of  Middlesex." 

Tnese  are  the  leading  facts.  I  will  not  trouble  the 
clerk,  sir,  to  read  all  me  resolutions  to  which  I  have 
alluded ;  Ikcy  are  most  of  them  fresh  in  the  memories 
of  gentlemen ;  I  only  call  for  that  of  Feb.  17,  1769,  re- 
specting incapacity  as  the  certain  consequence  of  ex- 
pnilslon. 

^  The  clerk  read  the  resolution./ 
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Now,  sir,  I  think  It  fair  to  ^te  to  the  house  the  whole 
of  what  I  intend  to  move  in  consequence  of  the  £acl8  I 
have  stated,  and  the  resolution  just  read.     The  first  mo« 
lion  I  intend  is,  that  the  resolution  of  this  house  of  the 
17th  of  February,   1769,  "  That  John  Wilkes,  Esq. 
having  been,  in  this  session  ci  parliament,  expelled  din 
house,  was  and  is  incapaUe  of  being  elected  a  member 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament,"  be  expunged  from 
the  journals  of  this  house,  as  being  subver^ve  of  the 
rights  of  the  whole  body  of  electors  in  this  king- 
dom.    This  I  hold  of  necessity  to  restore  the  con« 
stitution,  which  that  resolution  teara  up  by  the  roots;  I 
shall  then,  if  I  succeed,  if  justice  and  reverence  for  die 
constitution  prevail  in  this  parliament,  proceed  to  the 
other  motion,  ^^  That  all  the  declarations,  orders,  and 
resolutipns  of  diia  house  respecting  the  election  of  John 
Wilkes,  Esq,  for  the  eoun^  of  Middlesex  as  a  void  eke* 
tion ;  the  due  and  legal  election  of  Hemy  Lawes  Lut* 
trel,  Esq.  into  the  last  parliamlbt,  for  the  coun^  of 
Middlesex ;  and  the  incapacity  of  Jdm  Wilkes,  Esq. 
to  be  elected  a  member,  to  serve  in  the  said  parliament, 
be  expunged  from  the  journals  of  this  house,  as  being 
subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body  of  electors  of 
this  kingdom." 

.  The  words  of  the  resolution  of  the  17th  of  February, 
1769,  which  I  mean  particularly,  are,  '*  was  and  is  in* 
capable,"  and  the  explanation  of  them  the  same  day  in 
the  order  for  a  new  writ,  '*  in  the  room  of  John  Wilkes, 
Esq.  who  is  adjudged  incapable  of  being  elected  a 
member  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament."  In  the 
first  formation  of  this  government,  in  the  original  settle- 
ment of  our  constitution,  the  people  expressly  reserved 
to  themselves  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  legislative 
power,  which  they  consented  to  share  j(»ntly  with  a  king 
and  house  of  lords.  From  the  great  population  of  our 
island,  this  power  could  not  be  exercised  personally,  and 
therefore  the  many  were  compelled  to  del^ate  that 
power  to  a  few ;  who  thus  became  their  deputies  and 
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agents  only^  or  their  representatives.    It  fdlows  directir, 
from  the  very  idea  of  choioe^  that  such  choice  must  be 
free  and  uncontrokd,  admitting  of  no  restrictions  but 
the  law  of  the  land,  to  which  king  and  lords  are  equally 
subject^  and  what  must  arise  from  the  nature  of  the 
trust.     A  peer  of  parliament,  for  instance,  cannot  be 
elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  because  he 
already  forms  part  of  another  branch  of  the  same  legis- 
lative body.     A  lunatic  has  a  natural  incapacity.     Other 
instances  might  be  mentioned,  but  those  two  are  sufficient. 
The  freedom  of  election  is,  then,  the  common  right  of  the 
fyeople,  their  f»r  and  just  share  ofpouer;  and  I  hold 
it  to  be  the  most  g^ious  inheritance  of  every  subject  of 
tkis  realm,  the  nobkst,  and  I  trust,  the  most  solid  part 
of  that  beautiful  fabric,  the  English  constitution.     Here 
I  might  learn,  sir,  on  the  most  respectable  authorities 
vHiich  caa  be  cited,  the  supreme  judicature  of  the  king* 
dom,  and  the  veneraL-e  judges  of  former  ages  as  well  as 
of  cmr  own  times.     /  met  them  accidentaUy  this  morning 
m  the  course  of  my,  reading;  as  an  old  friend  (the  duke 
of  Grafton)  of  Wilkes  and  Liberty^  now,  alas  !  lost  to 
every  sense  of  duty  to  his  country,  frequently  tells  ano^ 
tfier  assembly,  he  accidentally  meets  all  the  tiresome 
quotations  he  makes.     The  house  of  peers,  in  the  case 
of  Ashby  and  While  in  1704,  deterinined,  ^*  A  man 
has  a  right  to  his  freehold  by  the  common  law  ;  and  the 
,  law  having  annexed  his  rights  of  voting  to  Ms  freehold, 
it  b  of  the  nature  of  his  freehold,  and  must  depend  up- 
on it«"     On  the  same  occasion  likewise  they  deelarbd, 
'^  It  13  absurd  to  say,  the  electors'. right  of  choosing  is 
founded  vtpaa  the  law  and  custom  of  parliament.     It  is 
an  original  right,  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  kingdom, 
as  much  as  a  parliament  is,  and  from  whence  the  per* 
sons  elected  to  serve  in  parliament  do  derive  their  au* 
thiyrity,  a»d  can  have  no  other  but  that  which  is  given 
to  them  by  dtose  that  have  the  original  right  to  choose 
thevu''    The  greatest  law  authorities,  both  ancient  and 
modem,  agree  in  opinion,  that  every  subject  of  the» 
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realm,  not  disqualified  by  law,  is  efigible  of  comnKNi 
right.    Lord  Coke,  lord  Chief  Justice  Hdl,  mid  Mr; 
Justice  Btackstone,  are  the  only  authorittes  I  shatt  cite. 
I  regard  not,  sir,  the  slaviah  courtly  doctrines  propagat'* 
rd  bjtlawyers  in  either  house  of  parliament,  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  subject,  no  more  than  I  do  as  to  what  they 
call  high  treason  and  rebellion.     Such  doctrines  are  de- 
livered  here  only  to  be  reported  elsewhere.    These  men 
have  their  reward.    But  the  venal  tongue  of  a  prostitute 
advocate  or  judge  is  best  answered  by  the  wise  ud  so* 
ber  pen  of  the  same  man,  when  in  a  former  cori  mo- 
knertt,   unheated  by  party  rage  or  faction,    after  the 
fullest  deliberati(Ki,  hie  gave  to  die  nation,  to  the  pre« 
sent  age,  and  to  posterity,  a  fiur  and  impartial  detail  of 
their  undoubted  rights ;  and  when  he  laid  down  in  cleaf 
and  express  terms  the  plain  law  of  the  landv     Lord 
Coke  says,  *^  He  which  is  eligible  of  common  ri^t,  can« 
not  be  disabled  by  the  said  ordinance  of  parliament, 
ynless  it  had  been  by  act  of  parliament."  hard  Chief 
Justice  Hoh  dedares,'  ^  The  election  of  knights  betongs 
to  the  frfeehdders  of  cdonties,  and  it  b  an  original  rigl^ 
vested  in,  and  inseparable  from  the  freeholdy  and  oan 
no  more  be  severed  from  their  freehold,  dsan  their 
freehold  itself  can  be  taken  away."    Mr.  Justice  Btack^* 
stone,  in  die  first  book  of  his  commentaries,  has  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  '*  Subject  to  these  restrictions  BxiA  dis* 
qfuialificaticms,  every  subject  of  the  realm  is  eligiUe  of 
common  right. "    This  common  right  of  the  subject^  sir, 
was  violated  by  the  majority  of  tM  last  house  of  com* 
mons,  and  I  afinn,  tiat  ifaey,  and  in  partioriar^  if  i 
am  rightly  informed,  liie  noUe  lord  with  <ihe  bkoe  rib- 
band, committed  high  treascm  against  Magrm  Gimrteu 
This  house  only,  withotit  the  inteifcrenoe  of  tbe  other 
parts  of  the  legbUture,  took  upon  them  to  make  the  law. 
•They  adjudg^  me  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member 
to  serve  in  that  parliament,  akhbugh  I  was  qualified  by 
tlie  law  of  the  land;  and  tbe  noble  lord  declared,^'  If 
any  other  candidate  had  only  six  fotes^  he  woutd^seas 
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iim  for  Middfesex^."    I  reoeat  it,  sir,  thif  viplQaoe 

iros  a  direct  infringement  of  magna  Charta,  high  trea<^ 

aoQ  ii^nst  the  sacrai  charter  of  our  liberties*  The  word9 

to  wUeh  I  allude  ought  always  to  be  wrjitten  in  letter^ 

of  gold.    ^' No  freeman  shall  be  dissei^dpf  hi^  free* 

hold,  or  liberties^  or  free  customs,  unless  by  the  lawful 

judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land."    By 

'tfae  conduet  of  that  majority,  and  of  the  nobl^  lord, 

tbey  assumed  to  themselves  the  power  of  making  the 

law,  and  at  the  same  moment  invaded  the  rights  of  the 

people,  the  king,  and  the  lords.    The  two  last  tamely 

acquiesced  in  die  exercise  of  a  power,  which  had  been 

ia  a  great  instance  fatal  to  their  predecessors,  had  put 

«B  end  to  their  very  existence ;  but  the  people,  sir,  and 

ia  particular,  the  spirited  freeholders  of  this  county, 

whose  ruling  passion  is  the  love  of  liberty,  have  not  ye^ 

forgiven  the  attack  on  their  rights*     So  dajigerous  a  pre* 

cedent  of  violence  and  injustice,  which  may  in  future 

tim^  be  cited  by  a  despotic  minister  of  the  crown, 

ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  journals  of  this  house. 

I  have  heard  and  read  much  of  precedents  to  justify 

the  pxKieeding  of  the  majority  of  the  last  house  of  conw 

moos.    I  own,  sir,  I  v^ue  very  little  the  doctrine  of 

piieeedeiitd.    There  is  scarcely  any  new  villainy  under 

the  sun«    A  preoedent  can  never  justify  any  action  in 

itself  wicked  ;~«robhii^  for  instance,  on  the  heaths  of 

Hoimelow  or  Bagsbot^  of  which  there  are  iimumerable 

pcwedents^    T^  baaest  actknds  may  be  justified  from 

precedeals  drawn  from  bad  times  and  bad  men*    The 

sole  questionia,  wbetlier  this  power  i^  not  a  direct  usur- 

psibn  ott  tfaexighta  of  the  people  ?  If  that  is  proved,  I 

^aie  not  how  long  the  usurpation  has  been  continued,  4iow 

0Aea  pnKstiaed*    It  is  hi^  time  to  put  an  end  to  it*    It 

*  Tb^  is  a  mistake.  Lord  Stanley  sud  the  worthy  magistrate 
was  mistaken  in  ascribing  to  the  noble  lord  (lord  North)  &e  de- 
claration, If  any  other  candidate  had  only  dx  votes,  he  should  be 
meniber  br  Middlesex.  It  was  his  father^  the  late  lofd  Strange^ 
Af»  aiMt  wko  BMids  tet  dedaiatkBi. 
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was  the  case  with  general  warrants.  One  precedent, 
however,  the  moat  insisted  upon,  I  must  take  notice  of, 
because  it  is*  said  fully  to  come  up  to  the  point ;  but  ia 
my  opinion,  in  almost  every  part  it  proves  the  contrary 
of  what  it  has  been  brought  to  support-^I  mtan  tlie  re^ 
markable  case  of  Mr.  Walpole  in  1711,  a  period  in 
which  the  rankest  tory  principles  were  countenanced 
more  than  in  any  period  of  our  history  prifir  to  1760. 
The  case  has  been  so  partially  quoted,  even  by  a  person 
whose  sole  merit  here  was  an  assumed  accuracy,  which 
he  never  possessed  (Jeremiah  Dyson,  Esq.)  that  I  shall 
'  desire  it  may  be  read  to  the  house  from  our  Journals. 
The  date  is  March  6,  1711. 

IThe  Clerk  reads,  ''  Resolved,  that  Robert  Walpole, 
Esq.  having  b^en  this  session  of  parliament,  committed 
a  prisoner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  and  expelled  this 
house  Jbr  an  high  breach  of  trust  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  and  notorious  corrupfion  when  secretary  of 
war,  was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member  to 
serve  in  the  present  parliament."] 
.  Now,  sir,  I  must  obs^ve,  that  even  that  parliament, 
at  an  aera  so  hostile  to  the  liberties  not  only  ^  England 
but  of  Europe,  did  not  venture  to  judge  him  incapable 
of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  that  parliament 
only  because  he  was  expelled  ;  but  in  die  body  of  the  re* 
solution  itself  they  add  another  reason,  which  would  be 
trifling,  if  one  was  sufficient  and  adequate  to  the  point*— 
the  high  breach  of  trust  in  the  execution  of  his  ^ce^  nofo^' 
rious  corruption,  when  secretary  n^war.  As  trustees  for 
the  public,  they  assigned  a  cause,  which  must  interest 
every  member  of  the  community.  In  the  case  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  the  late  majority  declared,  ''  That  John  Wilkes, 
Esq.  having  been  in  this  session  of  ^rliament  expelled 
this  house,  v)as  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a  mem- 
ber to  serve  in  this  present  pariiament."  The  having 
been  expelled,  whether  justly  or  unjustly,  is  the  only  rea- 
son they  gave  to  the  public.  I  shall  not  yet,  sir^  dismiss 
the  case  of  Mr.  Walpole.    It  will  prove  another  pro- 
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position  I  have  maintained — ^the  injustice  of  the  late  ma- 
jority in  seating  Mr.  LuttrelL  in  this  house.  The  fact 
is^  that  the  house  of  commons  having  expelled  Mr. 
Walpole,  ordered  a  new  writ  to  issue.  At  the  sub- 
sequent  elecdon,  Mr.  Watpole  was  again  returned.  A 
Mr.  Taylor,  who  had  a  minority  of  votes,  petitioned, 
but  the  election  was  vacated.  Had  the  doctrine  pro* 
pagated  by  the  late  majority,  and  by  the  noble  lord  in 
the  blue  ribband,  been  just,  Mr.  Taylor  ought  to  have 
sat ;  the  house  sdiould  have  resolved  he  ought  to  have 
been  returned,  and  the  greatest  injustice  was  actually 
done  to  him.  But  even  that  parliament,  whose  memory 
the  nation  execrates,  dared  not  proceed  to  such  enormous 
wickedness.  It  was  reserved  for  the  present  aera,  when 
shame  has  lost  its  bhish.  Mr.  Luttrell  was  for  tome 
jrears  declared  to  represent  the  county  of  Mid^esex, 
although  a  great  majority  of  the  freeholders  abhorred 
and  reprobated  the  idea,  and  on  every  public  occasion 
declared  it. 

Sir,  when  the  strong  reasons  on  which  any  doctrine 
is  founded,  bear  me  out,  I  care  little  about  precedents. 
I  reccrflect,  however,  another  instance,  of  Mr.  Wodlaaton, 
which  directly  meets  an  oHection,  which  has  been  much 
relied  upon,  ^*  That  expulsion  necessarily  implies  in<^pa- 
ciqr.''  It  is  the  last  I  shall  desire  the  ckrk  to  read.  I 
wish  him  to  turn  to  the  journals  of  February  20, 1698. 

IThe  Clerk  reads,  ^^  Resolved,  that  Richard  WooU 
lastoo,  Esq.  being  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons, 
and  having  since  been  concerned  and  acted  as  a  receiver 
of  the  duties,  be.  contrary  to  the  act  made  in  the  5th  and 
6th  of  hb  majesty's  reign,  &c.  6e  expelled  this  AoMe.''] 

Now,  sir,  I  defy  all  the  subtlety  of  the  most  expert 
coiirt  lawyer  among  us,  all  the  sc^histry  of  the  bar,  to 
reconcile  this  case  with  the  favourite  court  tenet,  that 
expulsion  implies  incapacity,  because  the  fact  is  ascer- 
tained, that  a  new  writ  did  issue  for  the  borough  vi 
Whitchurch,  and  thai  3/r.  WooUaston  vm  re-ehcied, 
and  sat  in  the  same  parliament  Incapacity,  therefore, 
docs  not  necessarily  fdlow  expulsion. 
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I  im  r^ady  to  admit,  that  where  a  cleu*  legal  incipacitj 
exists^  all  votes  given  to  a  person  incapacitated  are  thrown 
away,  if  they  are  knowingly  given  to  him.  But,  sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  assert,  that  this  was  not  the  case  in  thfe 
Middlesejc  business*  Mr.  Wilkes  was  qualified  by  the 
law  of  the  land;  and  the  freeholders,  who  perfectly 
understood  the  clear  point  of  law,  as  well  as  their 
o^vn  rights^  expressly  declared  in  the  petition  pre- 
sented  on  the  S9th  of  Aprils  to  the  house.  ^'Your 
{>etiti(Miers  beg  leave  to  represent  to  this  honotirable 
house,  that  the  said  Henry  Lawes  Luttrdl  had  not  the 
Majority  of  kgal  votes  at  the  said  election,  nor  did 
tiie  majorily  of  the  fireeholders,  when  they  voted  for 
lohn  Wilkesi  Edq.  mean  thereby  to  throw  away  their 
votes,  or  to  wave  their  right  of  representation ;  nor 
vi^ouM  they,  by  any  naeans,  ^ve  chosen  to  be  represent^ 
ed  by  the  said  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  Esq.  Your  pe« 
tioners  theri^oYt  apprehend  that  he  cannot  sit  as  the  re* 
presentative  of  the  said  county  in  parliament^  without  a 
ttai^fest  itifritigement  of  the  f%hts  and  privileges  of  the 
feeeholdets  Ih^^eof.^'  This  house,  sir,  is  created  by 
ttie  people,  as  die  other  is  by  the  king.  What  right  can 
the  makntcy  have  to  «ay  to  any  county,  city,  or  borough. 
You  shall  not  have  a  particular  person  your  representa* 
tive,  only  because  he  is  obnoxious  to  us,  when  he  is 
qualified  by  law  f  Every  county,  cit^,  or  borough,  has 
an  equal  r^t  with  all  ottiet  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs, 
to  its  particular  deputy  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation. 
Each  is  di^inct  and  &ee.  I  do  not  mean,  sir,  now  to 
enter  into  die  argument,  whether  it  may  not  be  fit  to 
give  this  bouse  the  power  of  expulsion  in  the  first  instance 
for  very  flagrant  and  infamous  crimes,  either  committed, 
01- Of  which  die  tnembermay  be  convicted  subsequent 
to  his  election.  That  might  seem  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple, sending  the  ihember  back  to  his  constituents.  If  how- 
ever they  dn£fer  in  Opinion  from  the  house,  and  re-elect 
him,  he  ought  to  sit,  becaiise  he  claims  his  s^at  under 
the  same  aaihority  each  member  holds  his — a  delegation 
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from  the  people*  The  first  appeal  to  the  constituents 
may  seem  just.  The  appeal  certainly  lies  to  them,  and 
it  is  by  their  representation  only  you  are  a  house  of  par- 
liament.  They  have  the  right  of  choosing  for  themsel ves, 
not  you  for  them.  Sir,  I  will  venture  to  assetty  that 
the  law  of  the  land,  by  which  all  courts  of  judicature  are 
equally  bound,  is  overturned  by  the  power  lately  exer- 
cised by  a  majority  of  the  house.  The  ri^t  of  election 
is  placed  not  in  you,  but  in  other  hands«^in  those  of 
your  constituents.  Your  predecessors  not  only  robbed 
a  particular  country  of  its  noblest  privileges,  but  they 
changed  the  constitution  of  the  house  of  commons*  The 
freeholders  of  this  county,  and  the  nation,  abhorred  the 
action,  and  poured  their  execrations  on  the  authors. 

But,  sir,  if  you  can  expel  whom  you  please,  and  re- 
ject those  di^igreeable  to  you,  the  house  vnXL  be  sdf- 
created  and  self-existing.  The  original  idea  of  your  re- 
presenting the  i>eople  will  be  lost.  The  conaequenceB 
of  such  a  principle  are  to  the  highest  degree  alainung. 
A  more  forcible  engine  of  despotism  cannot  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  any  minister.  I  wish  gentlemen  would  at* 
tend  to  the  plain  consequences  of  such  proceedings,  and 
consider  how  they  may  be  brought  home  to  themselves. 
A  member  hated  or  dreaded  by  the  minister  is  accused 
of  any  crime ;  for  instance,  of  having  written  a  pretended 
libel.  I  mention  this  instance,  as  the  crime  least  likdy 
to  be  committed  by  most  of  the  members  of  this 'house. 
No  proof  whatever  is  given  on  oath  before  you,  because 
you  cannot  administer  an  oath.  The  minister  invades 
immediately  the  rights  of  juries.  Befcn^  any  trial,  he  gets 
the  paper  voted  a  libel,  and  the  member  he  wbhes  ex- 
pelled to  be  the  author — ^which  &ct  you  are  not  competent 
to  try.  Expulsion  means,  as  b  pretended,  incapacity. 
The  member  is  adyudged  incapable  ;  he  cannot  be  re« 
elected,  and  thus  is  he  excluded  frofn  parliament.  A 
minister  by  such  manceuvres  may  garble  a  house  of  com- 
mons till  not  a  smgle  enemy  of  his  own,  or  friend  of  hiff 
country,  is  left  here,  and  tKe  representation  of  the  peo« 
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pie  is  in  a  great  degree  lost.     Corruption  had  not  lent 
despotism  wings  to  fly  so  high  in  the  time  of  Charles 
the  First,  or  the  minister  of  that  day  would  have  been 
contented  with  expelling  Hampden  and  the  four  other 
heroes,  because  they  had  immediately  been  adjudged  in- 
capable, and  he  would  thereby  have  incapacitated  them 
from  thwarting  in  parliament  the  arbitrary  measures  of  a 
wicked  court.     Upon  all  these  considerations,  in  order  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  to  restore  our  violated 
constitution  to  its  origin^  purity,  to  vindicate  the  injured 
rights  of  this  country  in  particular,  and  of  all  the  electors 
of  this  kingdom,  and  that  not  the  least  trace  of  the  vio- 
lence and  injustice  of  the  last  parliament  may  disgrace 
out  records,  I  humbly  move,  **  That  the  resolution  of 
this  house  of  the  X7th  of  February  1769,  *That  Joha 
Wilkes,  Esq.  having  been  in  this  session  of  parliamrat, 
expelled  this  house,  was  and  is  incapable  ot  sitting  in 
the  present  parliament,'  be  expunged  from  the  journals 
of  this  house,  as  being  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the 
^hole  body  of  elector^  of  this  kingdom.'' 


GEORGE  GRENVILLE,  Esq. 

Pn  requesting  Lfiffve  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the 
Speaker  to  issue  his  Warrant  for  new  Writs s  in  the 
Rodm  of  such  members  as  shall  signify  to  htm  their 
desire  of  vacating  thjpfr  Seats^  under  certain  jRegula^ 
tions.      0 

It  has  been  frequendy  urg^,  and  indeed  with  some 
justice,  that  x\p  parliament  ever  made  the  provisions 
^qual  to  those  agreed  to  by  the  last,  for  a  systeni  of  par^ 
liamentary  independence  in  this  house.  At  least,  sir^  I 
ai)i  not  the  man  to  reprpbate  it^  or  to  endeavour  to  take 
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from  them  any  part  of  the  merit  which  they^  on  that 

head,  are  so  justly  entitled  to.      If,  however,  thero 

should  be  any  part  of  that  plan  imperfect ;  if,  from  the  * 

exigency  of  the  times,  or  indeed  from  any  other  reasons, 

they  were  not  enabled  to  pursue  that  system  to  the  ut» 

most,  we,  their  successors,  must  feel  it  incjLimbent  on  ua 

to  give  it  due  consideration,  and  in  the  discussion  of  it| 

We  should  adopt  it  as  a  legacy  entrusted  to  us ;  and  wo 

are  well  justified  in  assenting  to  any  feasible  system,  how« 

ever  weakly  the  great  arguments  for  it  may  be  urged  ^ 

however  unequal  may  be  the  abilities  of  him  who  moves 

it;  however  light  his  authority ;  however  great  his  inex* 

perience.  The  evil  of  which  we  now  complain  lies  within 

a  very  short  compass ;  I  will  not,  therefore,  detain  you 

long  in  stating  it.     It  will  not  be  denied  me,  that  there 

9re  many  situations,  in  which  a  member  of  this  house  may 

wish  to  resign  his  trust  into  the  hands  of  those  from  whom 

he  held  it.     I  know  that  here  I  tread  on  the  most  tendef 

ground^  when  I  attempt  to  define  the  relative  duties  of 

constituent  and  representative,  or  when  I  state  a  situ^^ 

ation  in  which  we  can  be  justified  in  refusing^  to  lend 

our  se^yices  to  the  public,  and  to  this  house.    The  posi* 

tion  however,  which  I  lay  down,  and  which  I  must 

prove  to  the  satis&ctioh  of  the  housC)  is,  that  there  are  si« 

tuations  in  which,  so  far  from  acting  dishonourably  or  un* 

worthily,  a  member  would  justly  deserve  both  these 

imputations,  did  he  not  aVail  himself  of  every  legal 

means  of  divesting  himself  of  his  trust    Need  I,  sir, 

remind  this  house  of  the  instances  we  daily  see  of  the  old      \ 

members,  to  whose  services  and  attentions  we  have  been        ^n 

so  much  obliged,  exhausted  in  their  attendance  on  this 

house ;  they  may  feel  themselves  unequal  to  their  eager 

wishes,  in  performing  the  duties  incumbent  on  their  sta« 

tion^  die  vigour  of  their  mind  impaired,  the  strength  of 

dieir  constitution  sacrificed  to  t^eir  services,  what  must 

be  their  wish  ?  Ripe  in  years  and  ripe  in  honours,  they 

wish  but  for  a  few  tranquil  moments,  preparatory  for 

the  grave.    A  second  situation  may  occur,  in  which  a 
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member  may  wish  for  any  honourable  means  of  vacating 
his  seat.    When  called  upon  by  motives  of  hiterest,  coo- 
veniency,  or  perhaps  nobler  motives,  he  may  employ  the 
powef  of  his  life  in  active  foreign  service,  of  a  natore 
which  may  not  vacate  his  seat  under  the  present  system. 
Will  it  not,  sir,  embitter  those  moments,  perhaps  other- 
wise happy,  when  he  reflects,  that  the  onl^  return  which 
he  can  make  to  the  kind  partiality  of  his  constituents, 
which  placed  him  here,  is  to  deprive  them,  by  his  ab- 
sence, of  their  share  in  the  representation?   Allow  me, 
sir;  to  name  a  third,  which  is,  indeed,  of  a  much  more 
serious  nature  :  let  us  suppose  a  member  possessed  of 
the  qualifications  requisite  for  the  seat  he  takes ;  by  ac* 
cident,  or  indeed  for  provision  of  a  helpless  family,  or 
for  any  other  motive  at  his  option,  he  may  be  reduced 
to  part  with  that  qualification :  scruples  of  a  conscientious 
heart  may  surest  to  him  the  necessity  of  surrendo'ing 
a  seat,  to  which,  in  my  construction  of  the  act,  from 
that  moment  he  can  have  no  claim.     I  confess  the  case 
is  not  likely  to  happen  :  but  as*  long  as  it  is  possible,  I 
have  a  right  to  use  it  for  my  argument,      iiaving,  sir, 
stated  these  three,  out  of  a  great  variety  of  alt^iations, 
where  it  is  expedient  and  proper  for  a  member  to  wish 
to  divest  himself  of  his  trust,  I  shall,  in  a  few  wwds» 
state  the  only  method  which  at  present  can  be  taken  ior 
these  purposes.    The  place-bill  was  originally  meant  as 
the  great  security  to  inaependcnce  in  this  house,  by  giv^ 
ing  to  the  electors  the  power  of  rejecting  those  who  might 
appear  to  them  to  have  accepted  employment  on  depend- 
ent principles.    Bytheabuseof  the  times,  this  has  been 
long  since  perverted  td  very  different  and  unconstitutiond 
purposes :  for  it  is  under  this  bill,  that  members,  wish- 
ing to  vacate  their  seats,  solicit  the  favour  of  the  minis- 
ter.   As  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  named  the  mi* 
nister,  I  owe  it  to  myself  to  declare,  that  in  this  men- 
tion I  disclaim  all  personal  attack ;  it  is  founded  on  a 
great  constitutional  line,  without  conveying  any  reproach 
lo  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  treasury.     Should  I, 
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therefore,  have  occasion  (wluch  I  am  persuaded  I  shall 
not)  to  quote  cases,  in  which  this  courtesy  of  the  minis- 
ter has  been  refused,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  instances 
in  a  more  remote  period.  To  remedy  this  evil^  it  is 
proposed,  with  the  greatest  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
this  house,  to  enable  the  members  to  vacate  their  seats, 
by  signifying  their  wish  to  the  speaker,  under  certain 
r^l^ions.  Nor,  sir,  is  this  idea  entirely  new ;  it  is  a 
pait  of  the  ancient  constitution  of  this  house,  which  I  hope 
the  following  precedents,  extracted  from  your  journals, 
will  suficienUy  prove  :— 

[Here  he  quoted  a  multitude  of  precedents  to  prove, 
that  from  the  year  1575  to  1009,  it  had  been  the  mvari- 
aUe  practice.  dT  parliament  to  bsue  new  writs  in  the  room 
of  such  as  were  sick,  or  on  actual  service.] 

I  shotAl  intreat  the  pardon  of  the  house,  for  detain- 
ing them  so  long  on  the  subject  of  precedents,  were  they 
not  necessary  to  shew,  that  this  motion  (if  it  succeeds) 
will  only  bring  our  parliamentary  constitution  to  its  for- 
mer system,  I  have  not  quoted  many  instances  where 
seats  have  been  vacated  by  foreign  service ;  the  reason 
is  not  from  want  of  precedents,  but  from  the  too  great 
abundance  of  them,  which,  (to  say  truth)  almost  uni- 
versally contradict  each  other  on  the  face  of  your  jour- 
nals. I  stand,  however,  on  the  judgment  of  the  house, 
who  will,  I  doubt  not,  zgree  with  me,  that  in  these  two 
situations  the  practice  of  ancient  times  has  been  invaria- 
ble, I  shall  only  trespass  farther  on  the  indulgence  of 
the  house,  to  consider  shortly  what  may  be  the  objec- 
tioDs.  The  first  will  probably  be,  that  it  retrenches  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  I  will  answer  it  in  one  word — 
that  I  know  of  no  prerc^tive  which  can  dispose  so  ar- 
bitrarily of  a  seat  in  this  house.  A  second  may,  indeed, 
be  of  a  more  serious  nature  ;  it  may  be  urged,  that  we 
fiiil  in  our  duty  to  our  constituents,  by  dissolving  the 
great  reciprocal  tie  between  us ;  that  from  the  moment 
of  our  return  to  parliament  we  are  the  indented  servants 
of  the  public.    In  answer  to  this  objection,  which  is  in- 
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deed,  on  very  delicate  and  tender  ground,  Tet  me  ask  my 
honourable  gentleman  who  uses  it  in  argument^  whe- 
ther this  consideration  ever  weighed  one  moment  with 
any  man  who  wished  to  vacate,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem. The  only  difference  then  will  be,  that  we  shall 
be  constitutionally  authorised  to  adopt  a  measure,  which 
at  present  we  are  forced  to  conceal  under  a  &lse  pre-* 
tence,  and  by  a  mean  evasion :  and  even  this,  sir,  is 
dealt  out  to  us  as  a  courtesy  of  government ;  and  I  ap- 
peal to  the  independent  feelings  of  many  who  hear  me, 
whether  this  consideration  is  not  alone  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  present  motion*  It  may  be  urged,  diat  it  is 
ill-timed.  Allow  me  to  say,  that  no  time  could  be  ever 
so  opportune ;  and  this  argument  I  ground  on  the  can- 
dour of  the  noble  lord  opposite  to  me.  He  has,  as  I  am 
informed  (for  I  am  but  young  in  parliament)  depared  his 
resolution  of  never  refusing  this  courtesy  to  any  member 
of  any  party.  I  will  do  him  justice  in  supposing,  that 
be  took  that  determination  from  the  consciousness  of  tiie 
possible  misuse  of  the  power  lodged  in  his  hands. 
Whatever  were  his  reasons,  they  will  all  operate  strongly 
to  determine  him  to  give  that  support  to  this  motion, 
which  I  am  sure  he  wUl,  from  knowing  how  much  some 
future  minister  may  misapply  this  power.  I  have  now, 
sir,  only  to  thank  the  house  for  their  indulgence  to  me,, 
and  humbly  to  move  you.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  enable  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
to  issue  his  warrants  for  new  writs  for  members  to  serve 
in  parliament,  in  the  room  of  such  members  as  shall  sig« 
nify  to  him  their  desire  of  vacating  their  seats,  under  cer- 
tain regulations. 

I  would  only  add,  that  the  regulations  would  be  only 
^some  few,  which  may  be  necessary,  and  may  be  after- 
wards more  fully  'discussed* 
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MARQUIS  OF  GRANBY. 

On  the  American  Affairs. 


I  RISK,  to  trouble  the  house  with  a  few  words  on  the 
bill  now  before  it.    I  have  sat,  sir,  during  the  course  of 
two  divisions,  without  taking  any  part,  even  so  much  as 
^ving  a  silent  vote  on  any  American  question ;  because, 
sir,  as  I  will  fiiirly  confess  to  you,  I  entered  with  preju- 
dicea  against  the  system  administration  was  pursuing : 
I  thought  it  was  but  justice  to  hear  the  arguments  that 
might  be  urged  cm  both  sides,  to  compare  those  argu- 
ments, and  draw  my  opinion  from  that  comparison.    As 
to  the  bill  immediately  the  object  of  our  consideration, 
I  think  it  in  every  respect  so  arbitrary,  so  oppressive, 
and  so  totally  fowled  on  principles  of  resentment,  that 
I  am  exceedingly  happy  at  having  this  public  opportu- 
nity of  bearing  my  testimony  against  it,  m  the  strongest 
manner  I  am  able.    In  God's  name,  what  language  are 
you  now  holding  out  to  America?  Resign  your  pro- 
perty, divest  yourselves  of  your  privileges  and  freedom, 
renoun<:e  every  thing  that  can  make  life  comfortable,  or 
we  will  destroy  your  commerce,  we  will  involve  your 
countxy  in  all  the  miseries  <^  femine ;  and  if  you  express 
the  sensations  of  men  at  such  harsh  treatment,  we  will 
then  declare  you  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  and  put  your- 
selves and  vour  families  to  fire  and  sword.     And  yet, 
sir,  the  noble  lord  on  the  floor  (lord  North)  has  told 
this  house  that  a  reconciliation  is  the  sole  object  of  his 
wishes.     I  hope  the  noble  lord  will  pardon  me,  if  I 
doubt  the  perfect  sincerity  of  those  wishes ;  at  least,  sir» 
his  actions  justify  my  doubt ;  for  every  circumstance  in 
his  whole  conduct,  with  regard  to  America,  has  directly 
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militated  agsdnst  his  present  professions  ;  and  what,  sir, 
must  the  Americans  conclude  ?  Whilst  you  are  ravag- 
ing their  coasts  and  extirpating  thehr  commerce,  and  are 
withheld  only  by  your  impotence  fix>m  spreading  fresh 
ruin,  by  the  sword,  can  they,  sir,  suppose  such  cbtstise- 
ment  is  intended  to  promote  a  reconciliation,  and  that 
.  you  mean  to  restore  to  then*  forlorn  country  those  liber- 
ties you  deny  to  their  present  possession,  and  in  the  in- 
solence of  persecution,  are  compassing  earth  and  seas  to 
destroy  ?  You  can  with  no  more  justice  compel  the 
Americans  to  your  obedience,  by  the  operation  of  the 
present  measures,  by  making  use  of  their  necessities,  and 
withholding  from  ^em  that  commerce  on  which  their 
esfistence  depends,  than  a  ruffian  can  found  an  equitable 
claim  to  my  possessions,  when  hie  forcibly  enters  my 
house,  and  with  a  dagger  at  my  throat,  or  a  pistol  at  my 
breast,  makes  me  seal  deeds,  which  will  convey  to  him 
my  estate  and  property* 

[Mr.  Rigby  having  declared  the  Americans  to  be  in 
rebellion,  lord  Granbv  in  answer,  said,  his  ideas  of  re- 
bellion, were  totally  different  from  Mr.  Rigby's.  If,  ac- 
cording  to  his  ideas  of  rebellion^  the  Americans  were  in 
that  state,  he  should  be  as  warmly  their  opponent  as  he 
was  now  their  friend  ;  and  then  went  on.] 

I  have  a  veiy  clear,  a  very  adequate  idea  of  rebellion, 
at  least  according  to  my  own  principles  ;  and  those  are 
the  principles  on  which  the  revolution  was  founded.  It 
.'  ^  not  against  whom  a  war  is  directed,  but  it  is  the  jus- 
tice of  that  war  that  does,  or  does  not,  constitute  rebel- 
;  lion.  If  the  innocent  part  of  mankind  must  tamely  re- 
linquish their  freedom,  their  property,  and  every  thing 
they  hold  dear,  merely  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  rebel- 
lion, I  beg,  sir,  it  may  be  considered  what  kind  of  peace 
and  loyalty  there  will  then  exist  in  the  world,  which 
consists  only  in  violence  and  rapine,  and  is  merely  to  be 
maintained  for  the  benefit  of  robbers  and  oppressors. 
I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  be  believed  when  I  assure  you  that  I 
am  as  warm  a  friend  to  the  interests  of  my  country  as 
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any  man  in  this  house ;  but  then  it  must  be  understoodi 
when  those  interests  are  founded  in  justice.  1  am  not 
attached  to  any  particular  acre  of  land.  The  farmer  in 
Cumberland  or  Durham  is  as  little  connected  with  me 
as  the  peasant  in  America.  It  is  not  the  ground  a  man 
stands  on  that  attaches  me  to  him ;  it  is  not  the  air  he 
breathes  that  connects  me  with  him ;  but  it  is  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  man,  those  independent,  thosQ.  generous 
principles  of  liberty  which  he  professes,  co-operating 
with  my  own,  which  call  me  forth  as  his  advocate,  and 
make  me  glory  in  being  considered  his  friend.  As  for 
myself,  sir,  I  am  not  in  the  least  ashamed  to  avow  that 
this  is  the  source  of  my  attachment  to  a  noble  lord, 
who  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  very  unjustly  reflected 
on  in  the  course  of  this  debate  (I  mean  lord  Chatliam.) 
I  am  not  even  personally  acquainted  with  the  noble 
lord;  I  do  not  know  the  inconsistencies  of  which  he 
stands  accused :  but  this,  sir,  I  know,  I  shall  not  sup« 
port  his  inconsistencies  i  I  shall  only  support  him  in 
those  principles  which  have  raised  his  name  to  the 
elevation  on  which  it  is  now  placed  in  this  country, 
and  have  so  deservedly  procured  him  the  love  and  admi- 
ration  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  trouUe  this  house  any  longer,  as  this 
matter  has  been  so  fully  discussed ;  though,  I  must  con- 
fess, I  am  not  sorry  a  deoate  has  taken  place,  because 
I  was  rather  desirous  of  making  a  kind  of  political  creed, 
some  professions  of  my  sentiments  on  this  very  impor« 
tant,  (his  very  serious  national  question. 

From  the  fullest  conviction  of  my  soul,  I  disclaim 
every  idea  both  of  policy  and  right,  internally  to  tax 
America.  I  disavow  the  whole  system;  it  is  com- 
menced  in  iniquity  ;  it  is  pursued  with  resentment ;  and 
it  can  terminate  in  nothing  but  blood.  Under  what- 
soever shape  in  futurity  it  may  be  revived,  by  whom- 
soever produced  and  supported^  it  ^11,  from  me,  meet 
die  mostcQQstanty  ^termined,  and  invariable  opposition. 

Vol.  IL  18 
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EARL  OF  EFFINGHAM. 


On  the  Memorial  from  the  House  of  Assembly  at  New- 
X  York. 


The  turn  which  this  debate  has  taken,  makes  it  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  remark  on  any  thing  which  in  the  course 
of  it  has  fallen  from  any  noble  lord ;  but  as  I  wish  to 
call  your  lordships'  attention  rather  to  the  subject  mat- 
ter^  than  to  the  form  and  manner  of  the  paper  offered 
you,  I  hope  I  shall  stand  excused,  if  I  treat  the  latter 
as  trifling,  when  put  in  competition  with  the  salutary  or 
dreadful  effects  of  admitting  or  rejecting  the  means  now 
in  your  hands,  of  restoring  harmony  to  this  distracted 
empire.  What  may  be  the  fate  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed,  I  know  not ;  but  I  fear  it  is  too  easily  to  be 
guessed,  from  the  complexion  of  the  house,  what  will 
be  that  of  the  memorial.  If  any  thing,  my  lords,  can 
add  to  the  reluctance  with  which  I  at  any  time  trouble 
your  lordships,  it  is  a  consciousness  of  my  own  inability 
to  treat  this  subject  as  it  ought  to  be  treated.  Indeed, 
the  importance  of  it  is  such,  as  would  deter  me  from  en- 
tering into  it  at  all,  did  I  not  think,  that  in  the  precari- 
ous situation  in  which  this  country  stands  at  present,  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  avow  his  principles  and  sen- 
timents with  firmness  and  integrity. 

The  indulgence  which  I  have  before  experienced,  en* 
courages  me  to  expect  again  from  your  candour,  that 
attention,  which  I  have  not,  like  many  among  your  lord* 
ships,  the  abilities  to  command.  I  confess  I  wish  to 
avoid  the  discussion  of  our  right  to  such  a  power  as  wc 
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are  contending  for  ;  that  is  to  say^  a  power  of  taxing  a 
set  of  subjects  who  are  not  represented  among  us,  and 
who  have  full  power  to  tax  themselves  in  the  ordinary 
and  constitutional  manner. 

Were  any  particular  province  among  the  Americans 
to  refuse  grants  of  money  in  proportion  to  others,  or  to 
commit  any  act  in  abuse  of  their  charters,  I  think  that 
supreme  controling  power,  which  the  province  in  ques- 
tion allows  in  its  full  extent,  would  g^ve  us  the  charge, 
A>  quid  detrimenti  res  capiat  puhlica.  And  in  that 
case,  my  lords,  almost  the  whole  empire  would  be  unit- 
ed against  the  wrong-headed  few,  who  would  be  soon 
brought  to  reason.  But  I  am  satisfied,  that  without  such 
necessity,  we  have  no  more  right  to  exercise  the  power 
of  taxation  in  that  country,  than  a  Roman  dictator  had 
to  begin  his  office  with  a  declaration,  that  his  power 
should  be  perpetual,  and  was  necessary  in  the  ordinary 
business  of  government.  Therefore,  my  lords,  what- 
ever has  been  done  by  the  Americans,  I  must  deem  the 
mere  consequence  of  our  unjust  demands.  They  have 
come  to  you  with  fair  arguments — ^you  have  refused  to 
hear  them ;  they  make  the  most  respectful  remonstrances ; 
you  answer  them  with  bills  of  pains  and  penalties  ;  they 
know  they  ought  to  be  IVee — ^vou  tell  them  they  shall  be 
slaves,  is  it  3ien  a  wonder,  if  they  say  in  despair,  "  for 
the  short  remainder  of  our  lives,  we  will  be  free !"  Is  there 
one  among  your  lordships,  who,  in  a  situation  similar  to 
that  which  I  have  described,  would  not  resolve  the 
same  ?  If  there  could  be  such  an  one,  I  am  sure  he  ought 
not  to  be  here.  To  bring  the  history  down  to  the  pre- 
sent  moment.  Here  are  two  armies  in  presence  of  each 
other;  armies  of  brothers  and  countrymen  ;  each  dread- 
ing the  event,  yet  each  feeling,  that  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  most  trifling  accident,  a  private  dispute,  a  drunk- 
en fray  in  any  public  house  in  Boston;  in  short  a 
nothing,  to  cause  the  s(word  to  be  drawn,  and  to  plunge 
the  whde  country  into  all  the  horrors  of  blood,  flames, 
and  parricide.    In  tl^is  dreadful  moment,  a  set  of  men» 
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more  wise  and  moderate  than  the  rf  st,  exert  thrmaelvea 
to  bring  us  aU  to  itfason. 

They  state  their  claims  and  their  grievances ;  nay,  if 
any  thing  can  be  proved  by  law  and  history,  they  prove 
them.  They  propose  ol^livion,  they  make  the  first  con- 
cessions ;  we  treat  them  with  contempt — we  prefer  po- 
verty, blood,  and  servitude,  to  wealth,  happiness,  and 
liberty.  My  lords,  I  should  think  myself  guilty  of  of- 
fering an  insult  to  your  lordships,  if  I  presumed  to  sup- 
pose there  was  one  amongst  you  who  could  think  of  what 
was  expedient,  when  once  it  appeare4  what  was  Just, 
I  might  otherwise  have  adverted  to  the  very  formidable 
armament  preparing  by  Spain  ;  but  as  that  argument 
ought  to  have  no  consideration  with  your  lordships,  I 
shall  not  suppose  it  would  have  any  ;  and  for  that  reason 
will  entirely  reject  it.  What  weight  these  few  observa- 
tions may  have,  I  dont  know ;  but  the  candour  your  lord* 
ships  have  indulged  me  with,  requires  a  confession  on 
my  part  which  may  still  lessen  that  wei^t.  I  must 
own,  I  am  not  personally  disinterested.  Ever  since  I 
was  ot  an  age  to  have  any  ambition  at  all,  my  highest 
l)as  been  to  serve  my  country  in  a  military  capacity.  If 
there  was  on  earth  an  event  I  dreaded,  it  was  to  see 
this  country  so  situated  as  to  make  that  profession  in« 
compatible  with  my  duty  {is  a  citizen.  That  period  is, 
in  my  opinion,  arrived  ;  and  I  have  thought  myself 
bound  to  relinquish  the  hopes  I  had  formed*  by  a  resig-. 
nation,  wliich  appeared  to  me  the  only  method  of  avoid*, 
ittg  the  guilt  of  enslaving  my  country,  and  embruing  my 
hands  in  the  blood  of  her  sons.  When  the  duties  of  a 
soldier  and  a  citiaen  become  inconsistent,  I  shall  always 
think  myself  obliged  to  sink  the  character  of  the  soldier 
in  that  of  the  citizen,  till  such  time  as  those  duties  shall 
again,  hy  the  malice  of  our  real  enemies,  become  united. 
It  is  no  saaall  sacri&ce  which  a  man  makes  who  gives  up 
his  profession  ;  but  it  is  a  much  greater,  when  a  predi^ 
lection,  strengthened  by  habit,  has  given  him  so  strong 
an  attachment  to  his  profession  as  I  feel«    I  have^  bow« 
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ever,  this  oht  consolation,  that  by  making  that  sacrifice, 
I  at  least  give  to  my  country  an  unequivocal  proof  of 
the  sincerity  of  my  principles. 


MR.  WILKES. 


On  moving  Jbr  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Sill  for  a  Jusf  and 
edual  Mepresentatian  of  the  People  of  England  in 
Parliament. 

All  wise  governments,  and  well  regulated  states,  have 
been  particularly  careful  to  mark  and  correct  the  various 
abuses,  which  a  considerable  length  of  time  almost  ne« 
cessarily  creates.  Among  these,  one  of  the  most  strik* 
iBg  and  important  in  our  country  b,  the  present  un^r 
and  inadequate  state  of  the  representation  of  the  people 
of  England  in  parliament.  It  is  now  become  so  partial 
and  unequal,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  that  I  believe  almost 
every  gentleman  in  the  house  will  agree  with  me  in  the 
necessity  of  its  being  taken  into  our  most  serious  consi-p 
deration,  and  of  our  endeavouring  to  find  a  remedy  for 
this  great  and  growing  evil. 

I  wish,  sir,  my  slender  abilities  were  equal  to  a  tho* 
rough  investigation  of  this  momentous  business  ;  very 
diligent  and  well-meant  endeavours  have  not  been 
wanting  to  trace  it  from  the  first  origin.  The  most  na» 
tural  and  perfect  id^  of  a  free  government  is,  in  my 
mind,  that  of  the  people  themselves  assembling  to  deter  •> 
mine  by  what  laws  they  choose  to  be  governed,  and  to 
establish  the  regulations  they  think  necessar}*  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  property  and  liberty,  against  all  violence 
and  ^ud.  Every  member  of  such  a  community  would 
submit  with  alacrity  to  the  observance  of  whatever  had 
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been  enacted  by  himself,  and  assist  with  spirit  in  giving 
efficacy  and  vigour  to  ktws  and  ordinances,  which  de- 
rived all  their  authority  from  his  own  approbation  and 
^concurrence.     In  small  inconsiderable  states,  this  mode 
of  legislation  has  been  happily  followed,  both  in  ancient 
and  modem  times.     The  extent  and  populoumess  of  a 
great  empire  seems  scarcely  to  admit  it  without  confu- 
sion or  tumult,  and  therefore,  our  ancestors,  more  wise 
in  this  than  the  ancient  Romans,  adopted  the  represen- 
tation of  the  many  by  a  few,  as  answering  more  fully 
the  true  ends  of  government.     Rome  was  enslayed  from 
inattention  to  this  very  circumstance,  and  by  one  other 
fatal  act,  which  ought  to  be  a  strong  warning  to  the 
people,  even  against  their  own  representatives  here— the 
leaving  power  too  long  in  the  hands  of  the  same  persons, 
by  which  the  armies  of  the  republic  became  the  armies 
of  Sylla,  Pompey,  and  Caesar.     When  all  the  burghers 
of  Italy  obtained  the  freedom  of  Rome,  and  voteid  in 
public  assemblies,  their  multitudes  rendered  the  distinct 
tion  of  the  citizen  of  Rome,  and  the  alien,  impossible. 
Their  assemblies  and  deliberations  became  disorderly 
and  tumultuous.       Unprincipled  and    ambitious  men 
found  out  the  secret  of  turning  them  to  the  ruin  of  the 
Roman  liberty,  and  the  commonwealth.     Among  us  this 
evil  is  avoided  by  representation,  and  yet  the  justice  of 
this  principle  is  preserved.     Every  Englishman  is  sup- 
posed to  be  present  in  parliament,  either  in  person,  or 
by  deputy  chosen  by  himself ;  and  therefore,  tiie  resolu- 
tion of  parliament  is  taken  to  be  the  resolution  of  every 
individual,  and  to  give  to  the  public  the  consent  and  ap« 
probation  of  every  free  agent  of  the  community. 

According  to  the  first  formation  of  this  excellent  con- 
stitution, so  long  and  so  justly  our  greatest  boast  and 
best  inheritance,  we  find  that  the  people  thus  took  care 
no  laws  should  be  enacted,  no  taxes  levied,  but  by  their 
consent,  expressed  by  their  representatives  in  the  great 
council  of  die  nation.  The  mode  of  representation  in 
ancient  times  being  tolerably  adequate  and  proportionate. 
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the  sense  of  the  pdople  was  known  by  that  of  pariiament ; 
their  share  of  power  in  the  legislature  was  preserved, 
and  founded  in  equal  justice ;  at  present  it  is  become  in- 
sufficient, partial,  and  unjust.  From  so  pleasing  a  \icw- 
as  that  of  the  equal  power  which  our  ancestors  had, 
with  great  wisdom  and  care,  modelled  for  the  commons 
of  this  realm,  the  present  scene  gives  us  not  very  vene- 
rable ruins  of  that  majestic  and  beautiful  fabric,  the  Eng- 
lish constitution. 

As  the  whole  seems  in  disorder  and  confusion,  all  the 
former  union  and  harmony  of  the  parts  are  lost  and 
destroyed.  It  appears,  sir,  from  the  ^vrits  remaining  in 
Uie  king's  remembrancer's  office  in  the  exchequer,  that 
no  less  than  twenty-two  towns  sent  members  to  the  par- 
liaments in  the  23d,  25th,  and  26th,  of  king  Edwanl  L 
which  have  long  ceased  to  be  represented.  The  names 
of  some  of  them  are  scarcely  known  to  us,  such  as 
those  of  Canebrig  and  Bamburgh  in  Northumberland, 
Pershore  and  Brem  in  Worcestershire,  Jarvall  and  Tyk- 
hull  in  Yorkshire.  What  a  happy  fate,  sif ,  has  attended, 
the  boroughs  of  Gatton  and  Old  Sarum,  of  which  al- 
though ipsa  periere  runia^  the  names  are  familiar  to  us  I 
the  clerk  regularly  calls  them  over,  and  four  respectable 
gentlemen  represent  their  departed  greatness,  as  knights 
of  coronation  represent  Aquitaine  and  Normandy !  The 
little  town  of  Banbury, /e^tVe  ville  grand  renom,  as  Ra- 
belais says  of  Chinon,  has,  I  believe  only  17  electors, 
and  a  chancellor .  of  the  exchequer.  Its  influence  and 
weight  on  a  division,  I  have  often  seen  overpower  the 
united  force  of  the  members  for  London,  Bristol,  and 
several  of  the  most  opulent  counties.  East  Grinstead 
too,  I  think,  has  only  about  SO  electors,  yet  gives  a 
seat  among  us  to  that  brave,  heroic  lord,  at  the  head  of 
a  great  department,  now  very  military,  who  has  fully 
determined  to  conquer  America,  but  not  in  Germany. 
It  is  not,  sir,  my  purpose,  to  weary  the  patience  of  the 
house  by  tl^  researches  of  an  antic^uarian  into  the  ancient 
state  of  our  representation,  and  its  variations  at  differ- 
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ent  periods.  I  shall  only  remark  shortly  on  what  passed 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  V  I.  and  some  of  his  successors. 
In  that  reign,  sir  John  Fortescue,  his  chancellor,  ob- 
served,  That  the  house  of  commons  consisted  of  more 
than  300  cho^n  men.  Various  alterations  were  made 
by  succeeding  kings  tUl  James  II.  since  which  period 
no  change  1ms  happened.  Great  abuses,  it  must  be 
owned,  contrary  to  the  primary  ideas  of  the  English 
constitution,  were  committed  by  our  former  princes,  in 
giving  the  right  of  representation  to  several  paltry  bo- 
roughs, because  the  places  were  poor,  and  dependent  on 
them,  or  on  a  favourite  over-grown  peer.  The  land 
marks  of  the  constitution  have  often  been  removed. 
The  marked  partiality  to  Cornwall,  which  single  county 
still  sends,  within  one,  as  maivjr  members  as  die  whole 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  is  striking,  and  arose  from  its 
yielding  to  the  crown  in  tin  and  lands  a  larger  hereditary 
revenue  than  any  other  English  county,  as  well  as  from 
this  duchy  being  in  the  crown,  and  givingan  amazing  com- 
mand and  influence.  By  such  acts  of  our  princes  the 
constitution  was  wounded  in  its  most  vital  parts.  Henry 
VIII.  restored  two  members,  Edward  VI.  twenty, 
queen  Mary  four,  queen  Elizabeth  twelve,  James  I. 
sixteen,  Charles  I.  eighteen ;  in  all  seventy-two.  The 
alterations  by  creation  in  the  same  period  were  more 
considerable  ;  for  Henry  VIU.  created  thirty-three,  Ed- 
ward VI.  twenty  eight,  queen  Mary  seventeen,  queen 
Elizabeth  fbrty*eight,  James  I.  eleven  ;  in  all  137. 
Charles  I.  made  no  creation  of  this  kind.  Charles  II. 
added  two  for  the  county,  and  two  for  the  city  of  Dur- 
ham, and  two  for  Newmarket  on  Trent.  This  house  is 
at  this  hour  composed  of  the  same  representation  it  was 
at  his  demise,  notwithstanding  the  many  and  important 
changes  which  have  since  happened  ;  it  becomes  us 
therefore  to  enquire,  whether  tJie  sense  of  parliament 
can  be  now,  on  solid  grounds,  from  the  present  repre- 
sentation, said  to  be  the  sense  of  the  nation,  as  in  the 
time  of  our  forefathers.  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  cannot  be  justly  known  at  this  time. 
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from  the  resolutions  of  a  parliament,  composed  »  the 
present  is,  eifcn  though  no  luidue  influence  was  jMactised 
after  the  return  of  the  members  to  the  house ;  even  sup* 
posing  for  a  moment  the  influence  of  all  the  baneful  arts 
of  corruption  to  be  suspended,  which,  for  a  moment,  I 
bdieve,  they  have  ngt  been,  under  the  present  prd^- 
gate  administration.  Let  us  exiamine,  sir,  with  exactniess 
and  candour,  of  what  the  efficient  parts  of  the  house 
are  composed,  and  what  proportion  diey  bear  on  the 
large  scale  .to  the  body  of  the  people  of  England,  who 
are  supposed  to  be  represented. 

The  southern  part  of  this  island,  to  which  I  now  con* 
fine  my  ideas,  consists  of  about  five  millions  of  people, 
according  to  the  most  received  calculation.  I  will  state 
by  what  number  the  msgority  of  this  house  is  elected, 
and  I  suppose  the  largest  number  present  of  any 
recorded  in  our  journals,  which  was  in  the  famous  year 
1741.  In  that  year  the  three  largest  divisions  appear  in 
bur  journals.  The  first  is  that  on  the  Slst  of  January, 
when  the  numbers  were  253  to  250;  the  second  on  the 
a5di  day  of  the  same  month,  236  to  235 ;  the  third  on 
tiie  9th  of  March^  242  to  242.  In  these  divisions  the 
members  of  Scotland  are  included ;  but  I  will  state  my 
calculations  only  for  England,  because  it  gives  the  argu- 
ment more  force.  The  division,  therefore,  I  adept, 
is  that  of  January  2Ist ;  the  number  of  members  {Mresent 
on  that  day  were  503.  Let  me  however  suppose  the 
number  of  254  to  be  the  majority  of  members,  who 
will  ever  be  aUe  to  attend  m  their  places.  I  state  it 
high,  from  the  aecidents  of  sickness,  service  in  foreign 
parts,  travelling,,  and  necessary  avocations.  From  the 
majori^  of  electors  in  the  boroughs,  which  returned 
members  to  this  house,  it  has  been  demonstrated  that 
this  number  of  254  members  are  actually  elected  by  no 
more  than  5,723  persons,  generally  the  inhabitants  of 
Cornish,  and  other  boroughs,  and  perhaps  not  the  most 
respectable  part  of  the  community.  Is  our  sovereign, 
then,  to  leam  tiie  sense  of  bis  whole  people  firom  these 
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few  persons?  Are  ibae  the  men  to  g^e  hws  t9  iim 
vast  empire,  and  to  Ux  thb  wealthy  nation?  I  do  not 
mention  all  die  tedious  calculations,^  because  {(endeflnea 
may  find  them  at  length  in  the  works  of  the  incompa* 
rable  Dr.  Price,  in  Poatlethwaite,  and  in  Bush's  Political 
Pisqtkisitions.  Figures  liflford  the  clearest  demonstration^ 
mcapable  of  cavil  or  sophbtry.  Since  Burgh's  calcuk* 
tion,  only  one  alteration  has  happened ;  I  allude  to  the 
borough  of  Shoreham,  in  Sussex  $  for  by  the  act  of  1771, 
all  the  freeholders  of  forty  shillings  per  atmum^  in  tihe 
neighbouring  rape  or  hundred  of  Bramber,  are  admitted 
to  vote  for  ttiat  borough,  but  many  of  the  old  electCMB 
were  disfranchised.  It  i^pears  likewise,  that  56  of  our 
members  are  elected  by  only  364  persons.  Lord  Chan-^ 
cellor  Talbot  supposed  that  the-majority  of  thb  house 
was  ekctedby  ^0,000  persons,  and  he  exclaimed  against 
the  injustice  of  that  idea.  More  accurate  calcu]atQ» 
than  his  lordship,  and  the  unerring  rules  of  political 
arithmetic,  have  shewn  the  injustice  to  be  vastily  beyond 
what  his  lordship  even  suspected.  When  we  consider^ 
air,  that  the  most  important  powers  of  this  house,  the 
levying  taxes  on,  and  enacting  laws  iw  five  millions  of 
persons,  is  thus  usurped  and  unconstitutionally  exercised 
by  the  small  number  I  have  mentioned,  it  becomes  our 
duty  to  the  people  to  restore  to  them  their  dear  rights, 
their  original  share  m  the  legislature.  The  ancient  re« 
presentation  of  thi»  kingdom,  we  find,  was  founded  by 
.<Mir  ancestors  in  justice,  wisdom,  and  equality.  The 
present  state  of  it  would  be  continued  by  us  in  foUy, 
obstinacy,  and  injustice.  The  evil  hasbeoi  complained 
of  by  some  of  the  wisest  patriots  our  country  has  ever 
produced.  I  sh^l  beg  leave  to  give  that  close  reasoner, 
Mr.  Locke's  ideas,  in  his  own  wcHtis.  He  says,  in  the 
treatise  on  civil  government,  '<  Things  not  always  chang- 
ing equally,  and  private  interests  often  keeping  up  cus^ 
toms  and  privileges,  Ivhen  the  reasons  of  them  are 
ceased,  it*  often  comes  to  pass,  that  in  govemmentSy 
where  part  of  the  legislature  consists  of  r^reseatatives 
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diQsen  by  the  peopk,  iibatiA  tract  of  dme  this  repre^ 
BtBtatin  becomes  very  unequal  and  dispropOrticmate  to 
the  seasons  it  was  at  first  established  upon.  To  what 
gross  absurdities  the  fi)Uowing  of  a  custom,  when  rea^ 
son  has^  left  it,  may  lead,  we  may  be  satisfied,  jKhen  we 
see  the  bare  name  of  a  town,  of  wUch  theit  remains 
not  so  much  as  the  ruins,  where  scarce  so  much  housii^ 
as  a  sheep*coat,  or  more  inhabitants  than  a  shepherd  is 
to  be  found,  sends  as  many  representatives  to  the  grand 
assembly  of  law-makers,  as  a  whole  county,  numerous  in 
people,  and  powerful  in  riches.  Thb  strangers  stand 
amazed  at,  and  every  one  must  confess,  needs  a  remedy." 
After  so  great  an  authority  as  that  of  Mr.  Locke,  I  ^oU 
not  be  treated  on  this  occasion  as  a  mere  visionaryj 
sad  the  prqpriety  of  the  motion  I  shall  have  the  honour 
of  submitting  to  the  house,  will  scarcely  be  disputed^ 
£ven  the  members  £br  such  places  as  Old  Sarum,  and 
Gatton,  who  I  may  venture  to  say  at  present  stant  no-^ 
mim  umbra^  will,  I  am  persuaded,  have  too  much 
caadoiir  to  complain  of  the  right  of  their  few  consti^ 
taenta^  if  indeed  they  have  constituents,  if  they  are 
not  self^created,  s^-dected,  self-ejcistent,  of  this 
pretended  r%ht  being  transferred  to  the  county, 
while  llie  ridi  and  populous  manufiicturing  towns 
^  ffirmingham,  Manchester,  Leeds,  Sheffield,  and 
others,  may  have  at  least  an  equitable  share  in  the  for* 
mation  of  those  laws  by  which  they  are  govcmed.  My 
idea,  sir,  in  this  case  as  to  the  wretched  and  depopu* 
lated  towns  and  boroughs  in  general,  I  own  is  amputa^ 
tiott^  I  sqr  with  Horace,  Inutiba  ramot  ampuiang, 
feiicwrew  interiu  This  is  not,  sir,  the  first  attempt  of 
die  kind  to  correct,  althoorii  in  an  inconsiderBble  de^ 
gree,  tUs  growmg  evil;  Frooeedings  of  a  umilar  mu 
tnre  were-  had  among  us  above  a  century  past*  The 
ckrk  uoll  read  fiiom  our  jouhuds  what  passed  on  the 
Sfidi  of  March  1668,  on  a  bill  to  enable  the  county  pa- 
htmeof  Durham  to  send  two  knights  for  die  countyi^aad 
twomtis&cDs  fiar  the  city  of  IXnEtem. 
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[Th0  Ckrk  reads.} 
In  a  book  of  authority^  Anchitell  Grey'a  Debates,  tre 
have  a  more  particular  account  of  what  passed  in  the  house 
on  that  occasion*  He  saysi  that  <<  Sir  Thomas  Meres 
moyedyi«|)iat  the  shires  may  have  an  increase  of  Kntghts, 
and  thattomeof  the  small  boroughs,  where  there  are  but 
few  electors,  may  be  taken  away  i  and  a  bill  was  brought 
in  for  that  purpose."  "  On  a  division  the  bill  was  re- 
jected, 65  to  50.**  This,  ho\^ver)  alludes  only  to  the  biH 
then  before  the  house,  respecting  the  county  and  city  of 
Durham.  I  desire  to  add  the  few  remarkable  words  of 
sir  Thomas  Strickland  in  this  debate,  because  I  have  not 
seen  them  quoted  on  the  late  important  American  ques- 
tions. **  The  county  palatine  of  Durham  was  never 
taxed  in  Parliament^  by  ancient  privilege,  before  king 
James's  time,  and  so  needed  no  representatives ;  but  now 
being  taxed,  it  is  but  reasonable  they  should  have  them/' 
Such  sentiments,  sir,  were  promulgated  in  this  house 
even  so  long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  I  am  aware, 
sir,  that  the  power  dejure^  of  the  legislature  to  disfran^ 
cinse  a  number  of  boroughs,  upon  the  general  grounds 
of  improving  the  constitution,  has  been  doubted  ;  and 
gentlemen  will  ask,  whether  a  power  is  lodged  in  die 
representative  to  destroy  his  immediate  consdtueM  ? 
Such  a  question  is  best  answered  by  another :  How  ori- 
ginated the  ri^t,  and  upon  ^diat  grounds  was  it  gained  ? 
Old  Sarum  and  Gatton,  for  instance,  were  populous, 
towns,  when  the  right  of  representation  was  first  given 
diem.  They  are  now  desolate,  and  therefore  ougl^  not 
to  retain  a  privikge,  which .  they  acquired  only  by  Ibeir 
extent  and  populousneaa.  We  ought  in  every  tfamg,  as 
&r  as  we  can,  to.nmke  the  theory  and  practice  of  the 
constitutian  coincide,  and  the  supreme  legisladve  body 
of.  a  state  must  surefy  have  this  power  inherent  in 
them.  It  was^  defacta^  lately  exercised  to  its  full  extent 
by  this  house  in  die  case  of  Shoreham,  with  universal 
ap{yobation  :  for  near  a  hundred  corrupt  voters  were  dis- 
fnoichised,  and  about  twice  diat  number  of  fteeholdera  adr 
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mitted  from  the  county  of  Sussex.  It  will  be  objected^ 
I  forsee,  that  'a  time  of  perfect  calm  and  peace  through* 
out  this  vast  empire^  is  the  most  proper  to  propose  in- 
ternal regulations  of  this  importance  ;  and  that  while  in*> 
testine  discord  rages  in  the  whole  nothem  continent  ci 
America,  our  attention  ought  to  be  fixed  upon  the  most 
alarming  object,  and  all  our  efforts  employed  to  extin- 
guish the  devouring  flame  of  a  civil  war.  In  my  opini* 
on^  air,  the  American  war  is,  in  this  truly  critical  lera, 
one  of  tbe  strongest  arguments  for  the  regulations  of  our 
representation,  which  I  now  submit  to  the  house«  Dur^ 
mg  the  rest  of  our  lives,  likewise,  I  may  venture  to  pro- 
pl^cy,  America  will  be  the  leading  feature  of  tlus  age. 
hi  our  late  disputes  with  the  Americans,  we  have  always 
taken  it  for  granted,  that  the  people  of  £ngland  justified 
all  the  iniquitous,  cruel,  arbitrary,  and  mad  proceedings 
of  administration^  because  they  had  the  approbation  of 
the  majority  of  this  house.  The  absurdity  of  such  an 
argument  is  apparent ;  for  the  majority  of  thb  house,  we 
know,  speak  only  the  sense  of  5,723  persons,  even  sup* 
posing,  according  to  the  constitutional  custom  of  our 
anoestc^^,  the  constituent  had  been  consulted,  on  this 
great  national  point,  as  he  ought  to  have  been.  We 
hsive  seen  in  what  manner  the  acquiescence  of  a  maforiy 
here  is  obtained.  The  pec^e  in  the  southren  part  of 
this  bland  amount  to  upwards  of  five  millions  ;  the 
sense,  therefore,  of  five  millions,  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  opinion  of  not  six  thousand,  even  sup^ 
posing  it  had  been  collected.  The  Amerkans  whb 
great  reason,  insist,  that  the  present  war  is  carried  on 
contiary  to  the  sense  of  the  nation,  by  a  ministerial 
junto,  and  an  arbitrary  faction,  equally  hostle  to  the 
rights  of  Englishmen,  and  the  claims  of  Americans. 
The  various  addresses  to  the  throne  from  the  most  nu- 
merous bodies,  praying  that  the  sword  may  be  return- 
ed to  the  scabbardi  and  all  hostilities  ceaae,.  confirm 
this  assertion.  The  capital  of  our  oountiy  has  repeat- 
edly declared^  by  varKMis  public  acts,  its  abhorrence 
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of  ijhe  jpresent  unnatural  civQ  waf,  begun  on  pri*ci)[iles 
(sal^crsive  of  our  constitution. 

Our  histoiy  fixmiahes  frequent  instances  of  the  sense 
of  parliament  running  dnrectly  counter  to  the  sense  of 
the  nation.  It  was  notorioudy  of  late  die  case  in>  iht 
business  of  the  Middlesex  election.  I  believe  the  feet 
to  be  equally  certain  in  the  grand  American  dispute,  at 
Ua^  as  to  the  actual  hostilities  now  carryfaig  on  against 
our  brediren  and  fellow  subjects.  The  proposal  before 
us  will  bring  the  case  to  an  issue,  and  from  a  iaie  and 
equal  representation  of  the  people,  America  may  at 
length*  distinguish  the  real  sentiments  of  freemen  and 
EngUshmen*  I  do  not  mean,  sir,  at  tiiis  time  to  go 
into  a  tedious  detail  of  all  die  various  proposals  #hieh 
have  been  made  for  redressing  this  irregularity  in  the 
represeniatiQn  of  the  people.  I  will  not  intrude  on  the 
indulgenoe  of  the  house,  which  I  have  always  found  so 
fiMTourable  to  me«  When  the  bill  is  brought  in,  and  sent 
to  a  oomnttttee^  it  will  be  the  pn^er  time  to  exannine 
aUtfae  miBiitissof  this  great  plan,  and  to  determineon 
tho  oropric^  of  what  ought  now  to  be  done,  as  weB 
as  of  what  fiomwrly  was  actually  accomplished.  The 
joiimala  of  Cromwell's  parliaments  ptove,  that  a  more* 
equal  representstion  was  settled,  and  carried  by  him 
i^o  execittsoii.  That  wonderful,  comprehensive  mind 
embraced  the  whole  of  this  powerful  empire.  Ireland 
was  put  on  a  pw  with  Scot^nd,  and  each  kingdom  sent 
thfatymembers  to  parliament,  which  consisted  likewise 
of.four  huadbed  from  England  and  Wales,  and  was  to 
be  triennial.  Our  colonies  where  tiien  a  speck  on  the 
&ce  of  the  globe ;  now  they  cover  half  the  New  worid. 
I  will  at  this  time,  sir,  only  throw  out  general  ideas,  that 
every  free  agent  in  this  kingdom  should,  in  my  wish,  be 
represented  in  parliament ;  that  the  metropolis,  which 
contains  in  itself  a  ninth  part  of  the  people,  and  the 
counties  of  Middlesex,  York,  and  others,  which  so 
gready  abound  with  inhabitants,  should  receive  an  in- 
crease  in  their  nepresentation ;  that  the  mean  and  insig* 
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nifi^ut  bonii|^  ttepbaitolly  ^tykd  die  raMeii  part 
of  our  coi»dtutkmt  should  be  lopped  off,  and  the  elec<* 
tors  in  them  thrown  into  the  oountkB ;  and  the  rich, 
populous,  trading  towns,  f&mingham,  Manchester, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  others,  be  permitted  to  send  de« 
puties  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation*  The  disfiran* 
ciuaiDg  of  the  mean,  venal,  and  dqiendent  ^  borough, 
would  be  laying  the  axe  to  the  root  of  corruption  and 
treasury  influence,  as  well  as  aristocratical  tjmumy.  We 
ott^t  equally  to  guard  against  those  who  sell  themselves, 
or  whose  lords  sell  them.  Burgage  tenures,  and  private 
property  in  a  share  of  the  legislature,  are  monstrous 
ab^irdities  in  a  fiiee  state,  as  well  as  an  insult  to  com* 
BMm  senae,  I  wish,  sir,  an  English  parliamoit  to  speak 
die  free,  unbiassed  sense  of  the  body  of  the  English 
people,  and  of  every  man  among  us,  of  each  Individual, 
ivho  may  be  justly  supposed  to  be  comprehended  in  a 
fiurmajority. 

The  meanest  mechanic,  the  poorest  peasant  and  day«> 
labourer,  has  important  rights  respecting  tarn  persomd 
libeity,  that  {d  his  wife  and  diildren,  his  ftopcrty^  how^ 
ever  inconsiderable,  his  wages,  hb  eaminffs,  mc  very 
price  and  value  of  each  day's  hard  labour,  which  Mtc  in 
many  trades  and  manufiictures  regidated  by  the  power 
of  parliomoit.  Eveiy  law  relative  to  marnage,  to  the 
protection  of  a  wife,  sister,  or  daughter,  agakat  violence 
and  brutal  lust,  to  every  coittraot  or  agreemeat  with  a 
nq^ious  or  tinjust  master,*  interest  me  aaaou&eturer, 
the  cottager,  tfale  servant,  as^wcU  as  ^  ridi  8ub|ects  of 


*  There  was  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  force  of  these  obserra** 
lions  during  the  late  scarcity,  when  at  the  very  time  that  it  was  de- 
clared in  the  house  of  commons  that  they  had  no  right  to  meddle 
with  the  monopoly  of  com)  because  it  was  interfering  with  the  free- 
dom  of  trade,  Uiey  were  enforcing  certain  regulations,  to  pretent  the 
combioatioDs  of  journeymen  and  other  labourers  to  ndse  the  price  of 
their  wages  ;  as  if  a  man  had  less  right  to  dispose  of  his  labour  than 
of  his  property  as  he  thought  fit ;  that  is,  they  had  no  right  to  pre- 
f  eni  combinations  of  the  rich  to  starve  the  poor  $  but  they  had  a 
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the'state.  Some shai«, then^ore^ in  ihepcmct»of  Mak- 
ing those  laws,  whidi  deeply  into'est  them,  and  to 
which  they  are  expected  to  pay  obedience,  should  be 
referred  even  to  this  inferior,  but  most  useful  set  of  men 
in  the  community ;  and  we  ought  always  to  remember 
thb  important  truth  acknowledged  by  every  free  state*— 
that  all  government  is  instituted  for  the  good  of  die  mass 
of  the  people  to  be  governed :  that  they  are  the  original 
fountain  of  power,  and  even  of  revenue,  and  in  all 
icvents  the  last  resouroe.  The  various  instances  of  par* 
tial  injustice  throughout  this  kingdom  will  likewise  be- 
come the  proper  subjects  of  enquiry  in  die  course  of  the 
bill  before  the.  committee,  such  as  the  many  freeholds 
in  the  city  of  London,  which  are  not  rcpnesented  in 
this  hou^.  These  freeholds  being  within  the  pnrfirp^ar 
jurisdicticxi  of  the  city,  are  excluded  frrnn  giving  a  vote 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  by  aet  of  pariiament 
only  liverymen  can  vote  for  members  of  parliament, 
in  London.  These,  and  other  partioubrs,  f  leave.  I 
mmition  them  now  to  shent  the  necessity  of  a  new  regu- 
lation of  the  rqxresentation  of  this  kiii^om.  My  en- 
quiries, sir,  are  confined  to  die  soudiem  part  of  the 
island.  Scotland  I  leave  to  the  care  of  its  own  careful 
and  prudent  sons.  I  hope  they  will  spare  k  few  mo- 
ments from  dk  management  of  the  arduous  ai&drs  of 
England  and  America,  which  at  present  so  much  engross 
their  time,  to  attend  to  the  state  of  representation  among 
their  own  people,  if  they  have  not  all  emigrated  to  this 
warmer  and  mor»  fruitful 'climate.  I  am  almost  afraid, 
the  forty-five  Scottish  gentlemen  among  us  represent 
themselves.  *  Perhaps  in  my  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  the  representation  of  England,  almost  all  the  nadves 
of  Scotland  may  be  included*    I  shall  only  remark, 

right  to  prevent  eambioations  of  the  poor  to  keep  themselves  from 
starving  :«  in  other  words,  they  are  impotent  to  save,  pow]erfuI  to 
destroy  ;  and  equally  by  their  power  and  impotence,  thy  aggran- 
dize themselves,  and  weaken  and  impoverish  whomsoever  they 
please.'Vo^iSuri^^. 
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tint  the  proportion  of  representation  between  the  two 
countries  cannot  be  changed.  In*  the  twenty-second  ar» 
tide  of  the  treaty  of  union,  the  number  of  forty-five  is 
to  be  the  representative  body  in  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  for  tiie  northern  part  of  this  bland.  To  increase 
the  members  of  England  and  Wales  beyond  the  num- 
ber of  which  the  English  parliament  consisted  at  the 
period  of  that  treaty,  in  1706,  would  be  a  breach  of  pub- 
lic &ith,  and  a  violation  of  a  solemn  treaty  between  two 
independent  states.  My  proposition  has  for  its  basis  the 
preservation  of  tiiat  compaet,  the  proportional  share  of 
each  kingdom  in  tiie  legislative  body  remaining  exactiy 
according  to  its  establishment.  The  monstrous  injustice 
and  glaring  partiality  of  the  present  representation  of  the 
commons  of  England,  has  been  fully  stated,  and  iS|  I 
believe,  almost  universally  acknowledged,  as  well  as  the 
necessity  of  our  recurrii^  to  the  great  leading  principle  of 
our  free  constitution,  whidi  declares  this  house  of  par- 
lianunit  to  be  only  a  delegated  power  from  the  people 
at  laige.  Policy,  no  less  than  justice,  calk  our  atten- 
tion  to  this  momentous  point ;  and  reason,  not  custom, 
ought  to  be  our  guide  in  a  business  of  this  consequence, 
wtoe  the  rights  of  a  free  people  are  materially  interest- 
ed. Without  a  true  representation  of  the  commons  our 
constitution  is  essentially  defective,  our  parliament  is  a 
ddusive  name,  a  mere  phantom,  and  all  other  remedies 
to  recover  tiie  pristine  purity  of  the  form  of  government 
established  by  our  ancestors,  would  be  ineffectual ;  even 
tiie  diorteninff  the  period  t>f  parliaments,  and  a  place 
and  pension  bill,  both  which  I  highly  apjmive,  and  think 
absolutely  necessary.  I  therefore  flatter  my^lf,  sir, 
that  I  have  the  concurrence  of  the  house  with  the  motion 
wluch  I  have  now  the  hpnour  of  making,  ^<  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  just  and  equal  representa* 
ti<m  of  die  peopfe  of  England  in  parliaments" 
\oL.  II,  20 
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MR-  DUNNING, 

fJ^fierwards  Lord  Mtburtan^J 

Was  Mm  at  Athburton,  in  Devonshire,  ia  1731.  After  studying 
Bome  time  under  his  father,  who  waa  an  attorscfi  he  entered  at 
the  temple,  and  on  being  called  to  the  bar,  ^oon  rose  to  eminence 
in  his  profession  :  he  obtained  a  seat  in  parliament,  and  became 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  opposition  at  this  pe- 
riod. He  died  1783.    The  following  id  the  most  brilliant  display 

'  of  his  eloquence  that  I  have  met  with ;  which  I  waa  at  some  pams 
to  pick  out  from  among  the  shreds  and  patches  that  remain  of  his 
speeches.  His  legal  knowledge  is  said  to  have  been  vary  great : 
but  as  this  is  a  subject  which  I  do  not  understand,  I  must  leave  it 
to  the  lawyer  to  pronounce  his  panegyric  in  <<  good  set  terms  *'  of 
their  own.   • 


On  the  ^iifjhr  punUhing  PersoM  suspected  qf  being 

Pirate^* 


He  said  he  would  not  take  up  the  timr  of  ibe  hmise,  is 
debating  the  bill'trpon  legal  grounds :  for  where  diere  was 
IK)  reason  or  justice,  there  could  be  no  lavr.  Lair 
supposes  a  rule,  which,  while  it  prescribes  a  utede  of 
conduct,  respecting  either  the  public  or  individuals*  de* 
fines  tiie  offence,  aonexes  Ibe  punishment,  ted»  besides, 
especially  provides  and  dinects  all  the  intermediate  steps 
betu^een  the  chaise  and  conviotion,  but  mote  particular-* 
ly,  the  measure  ami  quantity  of  the  punishme«t.  What 
does  this  bill  say  ?  No  crin^  is  imputable,  rio  ex- 
amination of  innocence  or  criminality  is  to  follow. 
The  punishment  is  inflicted,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the 
ground  of  mere  suspicion, 

A  man  may  be  suspected ;  any  man  may  be  suspect- 
ed; but  his  guilt  or  innocence  is  entirely  out  of  the 
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question ;  no  inquiry  whatever  is  to  be  made  into  eidier^ 
as  loDi^  as  the  present  bill  continues  in  force*  He  »con* 
fessed  there  were  times,  in  which  it  had  been  found  ex* 
tremeljr  necessary  to  suspend  the  habeas  corpus  act; 
sochy  m  particular,  were  two  late  most  unnatural  and 
unproYolc^  rebellions  in  Scotland :  but  then  there  was 
a  necessl^  stated.  That  necessity  was  not  denied; 
it  was,  indeed,  notorious :  but  would  any  man  say  that 
was  the  case  at  present  ?  Is  there  a  rebellion  within  tlie 
kingdom  ?  Is  there  a  pretender  claiming  the  crown  as 
his  legal  and  constitutional  inheritance ;  and  that  at  the 
expence  of  both  our  civil  and  religious  rights — ^the  very 
essence,  as  well  as  the  form  of  our  constitution  ?  No 
such  thing :  the  idea  is  ridiculous.  Are  we,  on  the 
other  hand,  afraid  that  the  (people  of  America  will  pass  * 
the  Atlantic  on  a  bridge,  and  come  over  and  conquer 
us?  And  that  their  partisans  lie  in  ambush  about  Brent* 
ford  or  Cobibrook  ?  That,  it  may  be  presumed,  will  be 
hardly  contended,  even  in  the  present  n^  for  assertion 
without  proof,  and  conclusion  without  argument.  No, 
this  bill,  I  pkdnly  perceive,  has  been  manufactured  for 
other  purposes.  It  can  be  stretched,  and  twined,  and 
twisted,  l^  the  ingenuity  of  my  worthy  and  learned  * 
friend  over  the  way  (Mr.  Attorney  General,)  or  by 
some  of  his  brethren  equally  ingenious,  to  affect  and 
reach  men  who  never  saw  America,  or,  peradventure, 
the  high  seas,  as  strongly,  at  least  as  efficaciously^  for 
the  mere  temporary  purposes  of  prosecution  and  re* 
venge,  as  if  Jiey  had  been  caught  in  arms-— in  open 
rebellion. 

If  even  ministers  had  contented  themselves  with  this 
first  ebullition  of  their  fiery,  irresistible  zeal  for  persecu- 
tion, the  public  might  look  on,  with  a  mixture  of  con- 
tempt and  astonishment,  at  the  insdence  and  folly  of 
the  atteaapt ;  but  when  they  go  a  step  farther,  and  ven- 
ture to  couple  it  with  a  power  untned  hitherto  in  the 
annals  of  this  country,  a  power  including  in  it  the  most 
bloody  species  of  proscription.    I  confess  I  begin  to  fed 
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sentiments  of  a  v^  different  nature.  What  doira  ihe 
clause  say  ?  After  empowering  the  apprehension,  on 
the  mere  grounds  of  suspicion,  and  directin|p  the  com- 
mitment to  any  common  gaol  within  hb  majesty's  do* 
minions,  are  not  we  told — ^^  or  to  any  other  place  of  con- 
finement, especially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  by  war- 
rant under  his  Majesty's  sign  manual,  by  any  magistrate, 
having  competent  authority  in  that  behalf" — (who  is 
hereby  authorised  to  commit  such  persons  to  the  pbce 
so  to  be  a[^inted  ?)  Is  not  this  evidently  a  power,  not 
only  to  punish  the  innocent,  but  to  inflict  such  pains 
upon  them  as  an  honest  mind  must  revolt  at,  and  con- 
template with  horror?  The  mag^trate  may  take  up 
and  commit,  on  suspicion,  to  the  coinmon  gaol,  and  by 
the  sign  manual,  to  any  other  place  especially  ^« 
pointed,  and  is  further  authorised  to  commit  according 
to  such  special  appointment.  What  is  this  but  to  autho- 
rise the  mode,  measure,  and  place  of  confinement,  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  minister,  which,  besides,  manifestly, 
includes  in  it  the  power  of  temporary  banishment,  as 
well  as  confinement,  to  any  part,  or  to  the  most  remote, 
unhealthy,  and  pestiferous  climate  within  the  wide  cir* 
cuit  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  in  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe?  If  this  be  the  intention  of  my  honourable 
and  learned  friend  over  the  way,  and  his  no  less  ho-* 
nourable  employers,  in  God's  name,  let  him  speak  out ; 
let  us  know,  let  the  public  know,  what  they  are  to  ex- 
pect. Let  hhn  and  his  friends  no  longer  amuse  us  with 
a  formal  circumstantial  story  of  America  and  the  high 
seas,  or  the  crime  of  piracy.  Such  tales  may  be  amusing 
to  some  people,  and  they  may  answer  certain  purposes 
out  of  doors,  and  in  some  particular  places ;  but  to  talk 
of  them  seriously  within  tl^se  waUs,  wiU  not,  I  believe, 
be  attempted.  The  power  endeavoured  to  be  vested  in 
the  crown  by  this  bill,  is  most  evidently  a  dictatwial 
power,  or  similar  to  that  exercised  by  the  l^man  dicta<> 
tors.  We  all  know  the  motives  for  granting  such  a 
power.    It  will  hardly  be  contended,  that  any  sudi  mo- 
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tireb  exiit  at  present  We  all  know  the  frequent  abuse 
of  it,  and  the  horrid  purposes,  towards  the  latter  period 
of  the  commonwealth,  to  wluoh  it  was  employed;  and  I 
presume  there  is  not  a  school-boy  of  three  years  stand- 
ing, who  is  ignorant  that  that  mighty  republic  was  over^ 
thrown  by  a  dictator. 

Such  will  always  be  the  case,  when  powers  are  grant- 
ed throueh  ignqrance,  wantonness,  or  design.    If  the 
present  bill  was  to  have  no  other  evil  effect  than  esta- 
bJifihinga  precedent  for  future  ministers  to  come  to  par- 
liament on  the  same  errand,  I  should  be  against  it: 
but  when  I  behold  it  in  the  light  I  do,  I  must  deem  it 
a  most  formidable,  dangerous,  and,  I  fear,  fiital  attack 
upon  the  liberty  of  this  country.    It  seems  directed  at 
its  vitals,  and  In  my  opinion,  threatens  its  total  destruc- 
tion, if  not  a  dissolution  of  the  constitution.    Before  I 
conclude,  I  must  observe,  if  any  thing  were  wanting  to 
shew  the  true  complexion  of  this  bill,  the  words  High 
Seas  9U[id  Piracy  will  fully  explain  it ;  these  words  apply 
to  the  seas  contiguous  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.      It 
is,  indeed,  plamly  perceivable,  ^etever  the  title  of  the 
bill  may  be,  it  is  not  an  American,  so  much  as  it  is  a 
British  suspension  of  the  habeas  carpus  act.    It  may 
overtake  any  man,  any  where.     It  authorises  a  discretion- 
ary  punishment,  without  a  colour  of  legal  proof,  or 
even  a  probable  ground  of  suspicion.    It  makes  no  dis^ 
tinction  between  the  dreams  of  a  sick  man,  and  the  rav- 
ings of  a  demoniac,  and  the  malice  of  a  secret  or  declar- 
ed enemy. 

No  man  b  exempt  from  punishment,  because  inno- 
cence is  no  longer  a  protection.  It  will  generate  spies, 
informers,  and  raise  accusers,  beyond  number  ;  and  fiir- 
nish  the  means  of  gratification,  emolument,  and  satiety, 
to  the  most  profligate  of  the  species ;  while  it  will  let 
loose  with  impunity,  the  blackest  and  most  horrid  vice^ 
which  disgrace  the  human  mind.  In  fine,  it  will  rea- 
lize what  has  hitherto  been  looked  upon  to  be  the  crea- 
ture of  poetic' fiction  ;  it  will  scatter  over  the  land  more 
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His  and  curses  than  were  ever  supposed  to  flow  fimn 
Pandora^s  box.  Justice  will  be  bound,  as  well  as  blind ; 
and  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  every  revengeful  minister, 
or  mercenary  villain,  to  satiate  his  revenge,  or  fill  his 
pockets,  at  the  expence  of  the  best  and  most  virtuous 
men  in  the  commonwealth. 


MR.  WILKES; 


On  the  Petition  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 

Be  FORK  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum  is  referred  to  the  committee  of  supply,  I  be^  the 
indulgence  of  the  house,  to  submit  a  few  genend  ideas 
on  that  subject,  entirely  independent  of  party  or  politics. 
The  encouragement  of  all  useful  knowledge,  and  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  arts  and  sciencest  appear  to  me,  sir^  just 
objects  of  public  re^d,  and  highly  deservmg  parliamen- 
tary attention,  especidly  in  this  great  commercial  country. 
Among  the  many  proofs  of  the  improvement  of  our  na- 
tional taste  and  love  of  polite  literature,  the  establishment 
of  the  British  Museum  claims  the  pre-eminence.  It  rose 
under  the  favourable  auspices  of  this  house  ;  has  been 
carefully  watched  over  by  us  ;  and  I  hope,  will  still  con- 
tinue to  receive  our  friendly  protection  and  support.  Va- 
rious branches  of  learning  have  already  derived  singular 
advantages  from  that  ricii  repository,  and  I  think  it  may 
be  made  yet  more  extensively  useful  to  this  kingdom. 
This,  sir,  can  only  be  done  by  this  house,  by  parliament 
tary  assistance.  1  shall  at  present  confine  myself  to  ge« 
nend  ideas,  and  only  throw  out  some  hints  for  a  future 
day's  consideration.  ^ 

It  seems  to  me,  sir,  highly  expedient,  that  the  trus- 
tees of  the  British  Museum  should  nofonly  be  enabled 
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ade^udtdy  to  fulfil  the  objects  6f  their  p^blie  trust,  bjr 
making  what  is  aheady  collected  as  useful  as  possible 
to  the  nation,  but  still  farther  to.  extend  the  laucbible 
purposes  of  this  institution.     Their  present  funds,  we 
find  by  their  petition,  are  incompetent  eveil  to  the  con- 
tracted plan  now  pursued.     It  is  a  general  complaint, 
that  the  Museum  is  not  sufficiently  accessible  to  the  pub* 
lic.^  This  must  necessarily  happen  from  di?  deficiency  of 
their  revenues :  the  trustees  cannot  pay  a  proper  number 
of  officers  and  attendants.     This  will,  to  day,  be  in  port 
the  consideration  of  the  committee  into  whteh  the  house 
will  soon  resolve  itself.    But,  sir,  I  wi^  their  plan  much 
enlarged,  especially  on  two  important  objects — books  and 
paifitings.     This  capital,  after  se  many  ages,  remains 
without  any  considerable  {Hiblic  library.    Rome  has  the 
immense  collection  of  the  Vatican ;  and  Paris  scarce 
yields  to  the  mistress  d  the  world,  by  the  greatness  of 
the  king's  library.    They  are  both  open  at  stated  times^ 
with    every    jxroper   accommodation    to  all  strangers. 
London  has  no  large  public  libnuy ;  the  best  hefe,  1  be- 
lieve, is  the  Royal  Society^ :  but  even  that  is  inconsi- 
derable ;  neither  is  it  open  to  the  publie ;  nor  are  the 
necessary  conveniences  afforded  strangers  for  reading 
or  transcribing.     The  British  Museum,  sir,  is  rich  in 
manuscripts;  the  Harleian  collection,  the  Cottonian  li- 
brary, the  collection  of  Charles*  the  First,  and  many 
others,  especially  in  our  own  history  ;  but  it  is  wretch- 
edly poor  in  printed  books.    I  wish,  sir,  a  sum  was  al- 
lowed by  parliament,  for  the  purchase  of  the  most  va- 
luable editions  of  the  best  authors,  and  an  act  passed,  to 
oblige,  under  a  certain  penalty,  every  printer  to  send 
a  ccmy  bound  of  every  publication  he  made,  to  the  Bri- 
tish Museum.     Our  posterity,  by  this,  and  other  acqui- 
sitions, might  perhaps  possess  a  more  valuable  treasure 
than  even  the  celebmted;  Alexandrian  collection :  fpr 
notwithstanding  that  selfishness  which  marks  the  present 
age,  we  have  not  quite  lost  sight  of  every  beneficial  pro- 
spect for  futurity.    Considerable  donations  might  like- 
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wise,  after  such  a  sanction  of  parliamentaiy  approbation, 
be  expected  from  private  persons,  who  in  England,  more 
than  in  any  count^  of  the  world,  have  eiilai^ed  views 
for  the  general  good  and  glory  of  the  state. 

The  British  Museum,  sir,  possesses  few  valuable 
paintings ;  yet  we  are  anxious  to  have  an  English  school 
of  painters.    If  we  expect  to  rival  the  Italian,  the  Fle- 
mish, or  even  the  French  school,  our  artists  must  have 
before  their  eyes  the  finished  works  of  the  greatest  mas- 
ters.    Such  an  opportunity,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
will  soon  present  itself*    I  understand  Uiat  an  applica- 
tion is  intended  to  be  made  to  parliament,  that  one  of 
the  first  collections  in  Europe,  that  at  Houghton,  made 
by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  of  acknowledged  superiority  to 
most  collections  in  Italy,  and  scarcely  inferior  to  the 
^  duke  of  Orleans's,  in  the  Palais  Royal  at  Paris,  may 
be  sold :  I  hope  it  will  not  be  dispersed,  but  purchased 
by  parliament,  and  added  to  the  Britbh  Museum.    I 
wish,  sir,  the  eye  of  painting  as  fully  gratified  as  the  car 
of  music  is  in  this  island ;  which  at  last  bids  fab  to  be- 
come a  favourite  abode  of  the  polite  arts.     A  noble  gal* 
lery  ought  to  be  built  in  the  garden  6f  the  British  Mu- 
seum, for  the  reception  of  that  invaluable   treasure. 
Such  an  important  acquisition  as  the  Houghton  collec- 
tion would,  m  some  degree,  alleviate  the  concern  which 
every  man  of  taste  now  feels,  at  being  deprived  of  view- 
ing those  prodigies  of  art,  tiie  cartons  of  the  divine  Ra- 
{)hael.     King   William,   altiiough  a  Dutchman,  rcaDy 
oved  and  understood  the  polite  arts  :  he  had  the  fine 
feelings  of  a  man  of  taste,  as  well  as  the  sentiments  of  a 
hero.    He   built'  the  princely  suite  of  apartments  at 
Hampton  Court,  on  purpose  for  the  reception  of  those 
heavenly  guests  :  the  nation  at  large  were  then  admitted 
to  the  rapturous  enjoyment  of  their  beauties.     They  have 
remained  there  tiU  this  reign  :  at  present,  they  are  pe- 
rishing in  a  late  baronet's  smoky  house,  (sir  Charles 
Shefiield's,)attheendof  a  great  smoky  town.  They  are 
entirely  secreted  firom  the  public  eye ;  yet,  sir,  they  were 


purpfaeaol  with  public  moAey,  l[>efore  the  acee^sionr  of 
the  Brunswick  line,  not  brought  from  HerenhauS^n^ 
Can  thiere  be,  sir,  a  greater  mortificatjion  to  any  English 
gentleman  of  taste,  tl^n  to  be  thus  deprived  of  feasting 
fiia  delighted  view  with  what  he  most  admired,  and  had 
always  considered  as  the  pride  of  our  island,  as  an  inva«- 
luable  Rational  treasure,  as  a  common  blessing,  not  as 
private  property  ?  The  kings  of  France  and  Spain  permit 
theirsubjects  the  view  crf'allUie  pictures  in  tjieir  collections. 

A  remarkable  opportunity,  sir,  .of  improving  the  na- 
tional taste  in  paintiug^  which  was  lately  lost,  I  hope 
may  now  be  recovered.  The  incomparable  sir  Joshua 
Reynolda*  and  some  other  great  painters,  who  do  ho- 
nour  to  our  country,  generously  ottered  the  late  bishop 
of  London  (doctor  Kichard  Terrick)  to  adorn  the  cathe- 
dral of  St.  Paul's  (a  giorious  monunient  of  the  magnifi- 
cenoe  of  our  ancestors,)  with  some  of  their  most  valua* 
ble  works;  but  the  proposition  had  to  encounter  the 
absurd  prejudices  of  a  tastdess  and  ignorant  prelate, 
which  were  found  to  be  insuperable.  We  have  the  sa* 
tisfacUon  at  present,  of  having  in  the  see  of  London  a 
gentleman  not  only  of  solid  piety,*but  of  the  soundest 
learning,  and  of  exquisite  classical  taste  (doctor  Robert 
Lowth.)  I  hope  at  such  a  favourable  moment,  the  pro-  ' 
position  will  be  renewed  and  accepted. 

As  almost  all  arts  and  sciences  have  a  connection  with 
each  other,  they  will  likewise  give  each  other  mutual 
assbtance ;  and  the  beautiful  art  qf  engraving,  which  is 
DOW  carried  among  us  to  an  astonishing  degree  of  perfec- 
tion, will  come  to  the  aid  of  her  sister,  painting.  We 
have  shewn  our  attention  to  that  art  this  very  session* 
I  hope,  hereafter^  even  in  this  cold,  raw  olimate,  to  be 
warmed  with  the  glowing  colours  of  our  own  Gobelins* 
tapestry ;  and  I  wuik  encouragement  was  given  by  par- 
liament  to  tiiat  noble  manufacture,  which,  in  France, 
almost  rivals  the  power  of  painting.  The  important  ^j^ 
advantages  of  such  a  commerce,  too,  we  may  leam  from  *  ^B 
our  neighbours.  ^* 

Vol.  IL  SI 
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I  am  not  alarmed,  sir,  at  die  great  expence  lAatk 
fome  gentlemen  aeem  to  dread,  as  the  inevitable  can- 
sequence  of  what  I  have  mentioned.  The  treasures  of 
a  state  are  well  employed  in  works  of  national  magni- 
ficence. '  The  power  and  wealth  of  ancient  Greece  were 
most  seen  and  admired  in  the  splendour  of  the  temples, 
and  other  sublime  structures  of  Pericles.  He  boasted,, 
that  every  art  would  be  exerted,  every  hand  employed, 
every  citizen  in  the  pay  of  the  state,  and  the  city  not 
only  beautified,  but  maintained  by  itself.  The  sums  he 
expended  on  the  puUic  buildings  at  Athens,  in  the  most 
high  and  palmy  state  of  Greece,^  after  their  brilliant  vic- 
tories over  the  Persians,  diffused  riches  and  plenty 
among  the  people  at  that  time,  and  will  be  an  eternal 
monument  of  the  glory  of  that  powerful  republic.  The 
Pantheon  only,  or  Temple  of  Minerva,  which  k  said 
to  be  the  most  beautiful  piece  of  antiquity  now  remaining 
in  the  world,  and  is  of  the  purest  white  marble,  cost, 
with  its  statues  and  sculptures,  above  1000  talents — near 
200,000  pounds. 

One  observation  here,  sir,  naturally  occurs,  which 
I ustice  to  the  trustees  of  the  British  Museum  demands- 
Mo  public  money  has  ever  been  m6re  faithfully,  more 
frugally  applied  to  the  purposes,  for  which  it  tms  been 
given,  than  what  they  have  received.  Perhaps  the  trus- 
tees of  the  British  Museum  are  the  only  body  of  mca 
who  have  never  been  suspected  of  want  either  of  fidelity 
or  economy.  I  think,  therefore,  we  may  safely  trust 
them  farther ;  not  penuriously,  but  largely ;  especially 
when  thdr  accounts  are  so  firequently  submitted  to  our 
e;camination. 

.  Learning,  sir,  and  the  polite  arts  have  scarcely  more 
than  three  enemies — ignorance. and  stupidity  always,  su- 
perstition often.  The  noble  lord  with  the  blue  ribband, 
(lord  North)  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  finances  of  this 
i^ountry,  possesses  wit,  genius,  a  great  deal  of  true  taste, 

•  «  In  the  high  and  palmy  state  of  the  monarchy  of  France."— 
Burke. 
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and  a  very  cultivated  understanding.  The  most  import- 
ant establishment  of  this  kingdom,  m  taste  and  litera- 
tare,  no\r  supplicates  his  assistance  and  protection  ;  and 
I  trust  the  arts  will  find  in  him  a  generous  betiefactor  and 
a  powerjFul  supporter. 


SIR  W.  MEREDITH. 

I  have  already  said  something  in  pndfie  of  his  speeches.  They 
have  in  them  what  an  old  poet  calls  "  veins  of  nature"— a  heart« 
felt  simplicity,  before  which  wit,  and  elegance^  and  acuteness,  and 
the  pomp  of  wards  sink  into  insignificance. 


On  frequent  Executiom. 

I  AGKEB  witli  mj  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Combe)  tliat 
no  greater  crime  can  be  committed  than  the  wilful  set- 
ting fire  to  merchant  ships,  which  may  endanger  not  on- 
ly lives  and  properties,  but  public  safety.  I  should  think 
this  crime,  above  all  others,  fit  to  be  punished  with  death, 
if  I  could  suppose  the  infliction  of  death  at  all  useful  in 
the  prevention  of  crimes. 

But  in  subjects  of  this  nature,  we  are  to  consider,  not 
what  the  individual  is,  nor  what  he  may  have  done  ;  we 
are  to  consider  only  what  is  right  for  public  example,  and 
private  safety.    . 

Whether  hanging,  ever  did,  or  can,  answer  any  good 
purpose,  I  doubt :  but  the  cruel  exhibition  of  every  ex* 
ecution  day,  is'  a  pnxtf  that  hangii^  carries  no  terror 
with  it.  And  I  am  confident,  that  every  new  sanguinary 
law  operates  as  dA  encouragement  to  commit  capital  of« 
fences  ;  for  it  is  not  the  mode,  but  the  certainty  of  pu% 
nishment,  that  creates  terror.  What  men  know  they 
musk  endure,  they  fear ;  what  they  think  they  can  es- 
aspe»  they  despise.     The  multiplicity  of  our  hanging 
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laws  has  produced  these  two  tl&gs)  freqiiencf  of  cM^ 
demnation,  and  frequent  pardons.  A$  Mpe  is  the  first 
tod  greatest  spring  of  action,  if  it  was  ao,  that  cot  of 
twenty  convicts  one  only  was  to  be  ^xirdoned)  the  tbsef 
would  say,  <*  Why  may  not  I  be  that  one?"  Bot  since, 
as  our  laws  are  actually  administered,  not  one  in  twenty 
is  executed,  the  thief  acta  on  the  chance  of  twenty  to 
one  in  his  favour ;  he  acts  on  a  fair  and  reasonable  pre« 
sumption  of  indemnity ;  and  I  verily  bdieve,that  the  con- 
fident hope  of  indemnity  is  the  cause  of  iiineteeii  in 
twenty  robberies  that  are  committed. 

But  if  we  look  to  the  executions  themselves,  what 
example  do  they  give  ?  The  thief  dies  either  hardened 
or  penitent.  We  are  not  to  consider  such  reflections  as 
occur  to  reasonable  and  good  men,  but  such  impressions 
as  are  made  on  the  thoughtless,  die  desperate  and  the 
wicked.  ThesemcQ  look  on  the  hardened  vilUin  widi 
envy  and  admiration.  AU  that  animation  and  contempt 
of  death  with*  which  heroes  and  martiys  inspire  good 
men  in  a  good  cause,  the  abandoned  villain  feete  in 
seeifig  a  desperado  like  himself  meet  death  with  intre- 
pidity. The  penitent  thief^  on  the  other  hand,  often 
makes  the  80ber  villain  think  in  this  way :  tumsdf  op- 
pressed widi  poverty  and  want,  he  sees  a  »an  die  with 
that  penitence  which  promises  pardon  for  his  sins  here^ 
and  happiness  hereafter  ;  straight  he  diinks,  dmt  by  rob- 
bery, forgery,  or  murder,  he  can  relieve  all  his  wants  i 
and  if  he  be  brought  to  jnstiee,  Che  paniahm<mt  will  be 
short  and  trifling,  and  the  reward  eternal.    . 

EveiMh  crimes  which  are  seldom  or  never  pardoned* 
death  is  no  prevention.  House-breakers,  forgers,  and 
corners,  are  sure  to  be  hanged :  yet  house«bi«aking, 
forgery,  and  coining,  are  tl^  very  crimes  tvtuch  are 
the  oftenest  committed^  Strange  it  is,  that  in  tlv^  case 
of  blood,  of  whieh  %ve  ought  to  be  most  tender,  we 
should  still  go  on,  against  reason  and  against  experience, 
to  make  imavailing  slaughter  of  our  fellow  creatores. 
A  recent  event  h;is  proved  that  policy  wilMo  wluft  biosd 
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oumot  do.  I  mean  the  late  regulation  of  the  cmnan. 
Thirty  years  together  men  were  continually  hanged  nr 
coimag;  atillitwei^on:  but<xithe  new  regulation  of  the 
gold  cob,  ceased«  This  event  proves  theae  two  thinga : 
the  efficacy  of  pc^ce^  and  the  inefficacy  of  hanging.  But^ 
is  it  not  very  ^traordinaty,  that  smce  the  regulation  of 
the  gold  coin,  an  acf  has  passed,  making  it  treason  to 
eoin^ver?  But  has  it  stopped  the  coinuig  of  silver?  On 
die  contrary,  do  you  not  hear  of  it  more  than  ever?  It 
aeema  as  if  the  law  and  the  crime  bore  the  same  date. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  honourable  member  thinks  who 
bravg^  in  the  bill ;  but  perhaps  some  feelings  may  come 
across  hb  own  mind,  when  he  sees  how  many  lives  he  is 
taking  away  for  no  purpose.  Had  it  been  feirly  stated, 
and  specifically  pointed  out,  what  thembchief  of  coining 
silver  in  tbe  utmost  extent,  b,  that  hanging  bill  might 
not  have  been  so  reacUly  adopted:  under  the  name  of 
treason  it  found  an  easy  passage.  I  indeed  have  always 
mderstood  treason  to  be  nothing  less  than  some  act  or 
oanq>icacy  i^inst  the  life  or  honour  of  the  king,  and 
tkt  wafyby  of  the  state :  but  what  the  king  or  state  can 
avfer  by  my  taking  now  and  thai  a  bad  sixpence  or  a 
bsdshilUng^  I  cannot  imagine. 

By  this  nickname  of  treason,  however,  there  lies  at  this 
moment  in  Newgate,  under  sentence  to  be  burnt  alive, 
s  girl  just  turned  of  fourteen ;  at  her  master's  bidding, 
riie  hid  some  white- washed  farthings  behind  her  sta^» 
on  which  the  jury  found  her  guilty,  as  an  accomphoe 
with  her  master  in  the  treason.  The  master  was  mmg* 
ed  last  Wednesday ;  and  the  &ggots  aU  lay  ready — no 
reprieve  came  till  just  as  the  cart  was  setting  out^  and 
the  girl  woukl  have  been  burnt  alive  on  the  same  day, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  humane  but  casual  interference 
of  lord  Weymouth.  Good  God!  sir,  are  we  taught  to 
execrate  the  fires  of  Smithfield,  and  are  we  lighting  them 
now  to  bom  a  poor  hiumless  child  for  hiding  a  white* 
washed  faithing  I  And  yet,  thb  barbarous  sentence, 
which  ought  to  make  iven  shudder  at  the  thought  of 
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shedding  blood  for  such  trivial  causes,  is  brought  as  a 
reason  for  more  hanging  and  burning.  It  was  recom- 
mended to  me  not  many  days  qgo,  to  bring  in  a  UUto 
make  it  treason  to  coin  cc^per,  as  well  as  gdd  and  sil« 
ven  Yet,  in  the  formation  of  these  sanguinary  hwsi 
humanity,  religion,  and  policy,  are  thrown  out  of  the 
question.  This  one  wise  argument  is  always  sufficient ; 
if  you  han^  for  one  faulti  why  not  for  another?  If  for 
stealing  a  sheep,  why  not  a  cow  or  a  horse  ?  If  for  a 
shilling,  why  not  for  a  handkerchief  that  is  worth 
eigfateen-pence  ? — and  so  on.  We  therefore  ought  to  op- 
pose the  increase  of  these  new  laws :  the  more,  because 
every  fresh  one  begets  twenty  others. 

When  a  member  of  parliament  brings  in  a  new  hsng- 
ing  law,  he  begins  with  mentioning  some  injury  that 
may  be  done  to  private  property,  for  which  a  man  is 
not  yet  liable  to  be  han^^c^l ;  and  then  proposes  the  gal* 
lows  as  the  specific  anduifallible  means  of  cure  and  pre- 
vention.  But  the  bill,  in  progress  of  time,  makes  crimes 
capital,  that  scarce  deserve  whipping.  For  instancei 
the  shop-lifting  act  was  to  prevent  Ixmkers'  and  silver*, 
smiths',  and  other  shops,  where  there  are  commoidf 

rls  of  great  value,  from  being  robbed ;  but  it  goes  so 
as  to  make  it  death  to  lift  any  thing  off  a  counter 
with  intent  to  steal. 

Under  this  act,  one  Mary  Jonea  was  executed,  whose 
case  I  shall  just  mention :  it  was  at  the  time  wh«^  press 
warrants  were  issued  on  the  alarm  about  Falkland  Islands. 
The  wunui's  husband  was  pressed,  their  goods  seized 
for  soi^^ebts  of  his,  and  she  with  two  small  children, 
turned  into  the  streets  a-be^ing.  'Tis  a  circumstance 
not  to  be  forgotten,  that  she  was  very  young,  (under 
nineteen)  and  most  remarkably  handsome.  She  went 
to  a  linen.drapcr's  shop,  took  some  coarse  linen  off  the 
counter,  and  slipped  it  under  her  cloak  ;  the  shopman 
saw  her,  and  she  laid  it  down :  for  this  she  was  hang* 
ed.  Her  defence  was  (I  have  the  trial  in  my  pocket,) 
^^  that  she  had  lived  in  credit  and  wanted  fornothbgy  till 
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apress^gMg  came  and  stole  faer  huisband  from  her ;  but; 
since  dien  she  had  no  bed  to  lie  on ;  nothing  to  give  her 
children  to  eat ;  and  diey  were  almost  naked :  and  per« 
haps  she  might  have  doqe  something  wrong,  for  she  luund- 
ly  knew  what  she  did.''  The  parish  officers  testified  die 
truth  of  thb  story ;  but  it  seems  there  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  shop-liiting  about  Ludgate;  an  example  was 
thought  necessary ;  and  this  woman  was  hanged  for  the 
comfort  and  satis&ction  of  some  shopkeepers  in  Ludgate- 
street.  When  brou&;ht  to  receive  sentence,  she  be- 
haved in  such  a  frantic  manner,  as  proved  her  mind  to 
be  in  a  distracted  and  desponding  state ;  and  the  child 
was  sucking  at  her  breast  wjien  she  set  out  for  Tyburn. 

Let  us  reflect  a  little  on  this  woman's  fate.  The  poet 
says,  *^  an  honest  man's  the  noblest  work  of  God."  He 
might  have  swl  with  equal  truth,  that  a  beauteous  wo^ 
man's  the  noblest  work  of  God. 

But  for  what  cause  was  God's  creation  robbed  of  this 
its  noblest  work  ?  It  was  for  no  injury ;  but  for  a  mere 
attempt  to  clothe  two  naked  children  by  unlawful  means. 
Compare  this  with  what  the  state  did,  and  with  what 
the  law  did.  The  state  bereaved  the  woman  of  her 
husband,  and  the  children  of  a  father,  who  was  all 
their  support ;  the  law  deprived  the  woman  of  her  life, 
and  the  children  of  their  remaining  parent,  exposing 
them  to  every  danger,  insult,  and  merciless  treatment, 
that  destitute  and  helpless  orphans  suffer.  Take  all 
the  circumstances  together,  I  do  not  believe  that  a  fouler 
murder  was  ever  committed  against  law,  .^4|||ii  the 
murder  of  this  woman  by  law.  Some  who  f^  me, 
are  perhaps  Uaming  the  judges,  the  jury^  and  the 
hangman;  but  neither  judge,  jur}%  nor  hangman  are 
to  blame,  they  are  but  ministenal  agents;  the  true 
hangman  is  the  member  of  parliament :  he  who  frames 
the  bloody  law  b  answerable  for  all  the  Uood  that  is 
shed  under  it.  But  there  is  a  farther  consideration 
stilL  Dying  as  these  unhi^py  wretches  often  do,  who 
knows  what  their  future  lotv  may  be !    Perhaps,  mj 
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Jbonoiirable  friend  yt/bo  moves  ihis  bill,  has  not  yet  eon* 
sidered  Idmself  in  the  light  of  an  executioner;  no  man 
has  more  humani^,  no  sian  a  stronger  aenae  of  rdig^ 
dual  himself  i  and  I  veriljr  believe,  that  at  this  momeot 
iie  wishes  as  little  success  to  his  hanging  law,  as  I  do. 
Hh  nature  must  recoil  at  making  himself  the  cause,  not 
only  of  shedding  the  blood,  but  peihaps  destroying  die 
aool  of  his  idlow  creature. 

.But  the  wretches  who  die  are  not  the  only  sufferers  s 
there  are  more  and  greater  objects  of  compassion  still ;— ' 
I  mean  the  surviving  relations^and  friends.  Who  knows 
how  nnmy  innocent  children  we  may  foe  dooming  to  igno- 
miny and  wretchedness?  Who  knows  how  many  ^Hdows^ 
hearts  we  may  break  with  grief,  how  many  grey  hurs  of 
parents  we  may  bring  wilh  sorrow  to  the  grave  ? 

The  Mosaic  law  ordained,  that  for  a  sheep  or  an  ox, 
four  and  five  fold  should  be  restored:  and  forrobhing 
a  house,  double;  that  is,  one  fold  for  reparation,  the 
rest  for  exa^le;  and  the  forfeiture  was  greater,  as 
Ac  property  was  more  exposed*  If  the  thief  came 
by  night,  it  was  lawful  to  kill  him:  but  if  he  came 
by  day  he  was  only  to  make  restitution  ;  and  if  he 
had  nothing,  he  was  to  be  sold  for  his  theft.  This 
is  all  that  God  required  in  felonies,  nor  can  I  find  in  his^ 
tory  any  sample  of  such  laws  as  ours,  except  a  code 
that  was  framed  at  Athens  by  Draco.  He  made  every 
offi^nce  capital,  upon  this  modem  way  of  reasoning* 
**  That  petty  crimes  deserved  death,  and  he  Jmew  no- 
thing ||Blie  for  the  greatest."  His  laws,  itwassaidf 
were  laritien,  not  with  ink,  but  vtrith  blood  ;  but  they 
were  of  short  duration,  being  all  repealed  *by  Qdloa^  ex- 
cept one,  for  murder. 

An  attemot  was  made  some  years  ago  by  my  hon. 
friend,  sir  Charles  Bunbury,  to  repeal  some  of  the  most 
absurd  and  cruel  of  our  capital  laws.  The  bill  passed 
this  house,  but  was  rejected  by  the  lords,  for  this  rea- 
son:  *<lt  was  an  'innovation,  (they  said)  and  subversion 
of  law.  "  The  veiy  itverseis  trudk.  These  hangingiaws 
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aie  tibenaelves  iimQViAion&  No  less  than  three-andw 
thirty  of  them  passed  during  the  last  reign.  I  believe, 
I  myself  was  the  first  person  who  checked  the  progress 
of  Uiem.  When  the  great  Alfred  came  to  the  thrcme, 
he  found  the  kingdom  overrun  with  robbers  ;  but  the 
silly  expedient  of  hanging  never  came  into  his  head :  he 
instituted  a  police,  which  was,  to  make  every  township 
answerable  for  the  felonies  committed  in  it.  Thus  pro« 
perty  became  the  guardian  of  property ;  and  all  robbery 
was  so  effectually  stopped,  that  (the  historians  tell  us  in  a 
vay  short  time  a  man  mi^ht  travel  through  the  kingdom^ 
unarmed,  with  his  purse  m  his  hand. 

Treason,  murder,  rq>e,  and  burning  a  dwelling  house, 
were  all  the  crimes  that  were  liable  to  be  punished  with 
death  by  our  good  old  common  law.  And  such  was  the 
teodemess,  such  the  reluctance  to  shed  blood,  that  if 
recompence  could  pcesibly  be  made,  lifie  was  not  to  be 
touched.  Treason  being  against  the  king,  the  remission 
of  that  crime  wasin  the  crown.  In  case  of  murder  itself, 
if  compensation  could  be  made,  the  next  of  kin  might 
discharge  the  prosecution,  which,  if  once  discharged, 
could  never  be  revived.  If  a  ravisher  could  make  the 
injured  woman  satisfaction,  the  law  had  no  power  over 
him ;  she  might  marry  the  man  under  the  gallows,  if 
ibe  pleased,  and  take  him  from  the  jaws  of  death  to  the 
lips  of  matrimony.  But  so  fatally  are  we  deviated  from 
the  benignly  of  our  ancient  laws,  that  there  is  now  un* 
der  sentence  of  death  an  unfortunate  clergyman,  who 
made  satisfaction  for  the  injury  he  attempted :  the  satis^ 
faction  was  accepted ;  and  yet  the  acceptance  of  the  satis* 
faction,  and  the  prosecution  bare  the  same  date. 
.  There  does  not  occur  to  my  thoughts  a  proposition 
more  abhorrent  from  nature,  and  from  reason,  than  that 
in  a  matter  of  property^  when  restitution  is  made,  blood 
should  still  be  required.  But  in  regard  to  our  whole 
system  of  criminal  law;  and  much  more  to  our  haUts  of 
thinking  and  reasoning  upon  it,  there  is  a  sentence  of  the 
great  Roman  orator,  which  I  wish  those  who  hear  me 
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to  itmark*  Exhorting  the  senate  to  put  a  8tq>  to  execn- 
tkxiS)  he  says,  ^*  Koliie^  quiritei^  hanc  saviiiam  diutua 
pati ;  qua  non  modo  tat  cvves  atrocissime  ntstuiit^  sed  hxjh 
manitatem  ip$am  ademit  consuetudine  incommodoruwL^ 

Having  ^id  so  much  on  the  general  principles  of  our 
eriminal  laws,  I  have  only  a  short  word  or  two  to  add, 
mi  the  two  propositions  now  before  us :  one»  as  moved  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Combe)  to  hang  persons  thsuk 
wilfully  set  fire  to  ships ;  the  other,  moved  as  an  amend* 
neat  by  my  hon.  friend  (Sir  Charles  Bunbury)  is,  to 
^mpel  such  offenders  ta  work  seven  years  on  the  Thames. 

The  question  arises  from  the  alarming  events  ci  tho 
btc  fires  at  Portsmouth  and  Bristol ;  for  which  the  in* 
•endiary  is  put  to  death.  But,  will  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment  prevent  such  men  as  John  the  Painter  firom  coming 
jnto  ue  world,  or  control  them  when  they  are  in  it  ? 
You  might  as  well  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  appear- 
ance, or  regulate  the  motions,  of  a  comet.  John  the 
Painter  was  so  for  from  fearing  death,  that  he  courted  it ; 
was  so  hr  from  concealing  his  act,  that  he  told  full  as 
much  as  was  true,  to  his  own  convicticm.  When  once 
(t  villain  turns  enthusiast,  he  is  above  all  law.  Punish- 
ment is  his  reward,  and  death  his  glory.  But,  though 
this  Uw  will  be  useless  against  villains,  it  is  dangerous, 
imd  may  be  fatal  to  many  an  innocent  person.  There  is 
not  an  honest  industrious  carpenter  or  sailor,  who  may 
not  be  endangered  in  the  course  of  bis  daily  labour : 
they  are  constantly  using  fire  and  combustible  matter 
about  shipping,  tarnng  and  pitching,  and  caulking :  acci- 
dents are  continually  happening ;  and  who  knows  how 
many  of  these  accidents  may  be  attributed  to  design  f 
Indeed,  the  act  ssLys^  the  firing  must  be  done  wilfully  awd 
WHiliciou^y  i  but  judges  and  juries  do  not  always  distin- 
guish right  between  the  fact  and  the  intention*  It  is  the 
province  of  a  juiy  only  to  try  the  fiict  by  the  intention  i 
but  they  are  too  apt  to  judge  of  the  intention  by  the  (act. 
Justices  of  peace,  however,  are  not  famed  for  ac€u« 
riift«  w4nw«  dUtmQttons;  and  ^  (he  horrors  of  w  )g« 
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nommioos  death  would  be  tbo  much  to  tlyreateh  ererjr 
honest  shipwrigbt  wit|^,  for  what  may  happen  in  the  n^ 
oessary  work  c^  his  catling. 

But,  as  I  think  puaidiment  necessmy  for  so  heinow 
in  offence,  and,  as  the  end  of  all  punishment  is  exam^ 
pie ;  of  tfie  two  modes  of  punishment,  I  shall  prefer  thift 
which  is  mos$  profitable  in  point  of  example.  Allowing 
then  the  punishment  of  death  its  utmost  force,  it  is 
only  short  and  momentary  ;  thai  of  l^our,  permanent ; 
and  so  much  example  is  gained  in  him  who  is  reserved 
tor  lat>oiar,  mpre  than  in  him  vi^ho  is  put  to  death,  as 
there  are  hours  in  the  life  of  the  me,  beyond  tiie  short 
mmnent  of  die  other's  dradi. 


EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 


On  the  Addrett^ 

Mr  lords,  I  most  chearfully  agree  with  the  first  paraw 
graph  of  the  address  moved  by  die  noble  lord.  I  would 
even  go  uid  prostrate  mysdfat  the  foot  of  the  throng 
were  it  necessary,  to  testify  m3r  joy  at  any  event  which  may 
promise  to  add  to  die  domestic  folicky  of  my  sovereign  ( 
at  any  thing  which  may  seem  to  give  a  foither  security 
to  tih^  permanent  enjoyment  of  ^  religious  and  civs 
rights  of  my  fellow  subjects ;  but  while  I  do  this,  I  must 
at  the  same  time  express  my  strongest  disapprobation  of 
the  address,  and  the  fatal  measures  which  it  approves. 
My  lords,  it  was  customary  for  the  king,  on  similar  oc- 
casions, not  to  lead  pariiameut,  but  to  be  guided  by  it. 
It  was  usual,  I  say,  my  lords,  to  ask  the  advice  of  this 
house,  the  hereditary  great  council  of  the  nation,  not  to 
dictate  to  it.  My  lords,  what  does  this  speech  say  ?  It 
teUs  you  of  measures  already  i^reed  upon,  and  very 
cavalieriy  dewes  your  coacurrence.    It,  indeed,  talks 
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yf  madtim  and'  tojppmt ;  it  febuMa  on  iht  ceflamty  of 
events  yet  in  the  womb  of  time ;  bat  in  point  of  ]>hn 
and  design,  it  is  peremptory  and  dictatorial.  Is  this  a 
a  proper  lai^age^  fit  to  be  endured  f  Is  diis  high  pre- 
tention to  over-rule  the  disposidons  of  Providence 
Itself,  and  the  will  and  jud^ent  of  pariiament,  jasd« 
$ed  by  any  former  conduct  or  precedent?  No,  my 
lords,4t  b  the  language  of  an  ill-founded  confidence :  a 
confidence,  my  lords,  I  Mrill  be  bdd  to  say,  supported 
hitherto  only  by  a  succession  of  disappbintnients;  dis- 
graces, and  defeats.'  I  am  astoniriied  how  any  mitiister 
dare  advise  his  majesty  to  hold  such  a  lan^age  to  your 
lordships  :  I  would  be  glad  to  see  die  minister  diat  dire 
avow  it  in  hb  place.  What  is  the  import  of  thb  extraor- 
dinary application  f  What,  but  an  unUmited  confidence 
in  those  who  have  hitherto  misguided,  deceived,  and  mis- 
led you  ?  l*t  is,  I  maintain,  unlimited :  it  desires  you  to 
grant  not  what  you  may  be  satisfied  is  necessary,  but 
what  hb  majesty's  ministers  may  choose  to  think  so ; 
troops,  fleets,  treaties,  and  subsidies,  not  yet  revealed. 
Should  your  lordships  agree  to  the  present  address,  you 
will  stand  pledged  to  aU  dib;  you  caimot. retreat;  it 
binds  you  to  the  consequences^  be  they  what  they  majr. 
My  lords,  whoever  gave  thb  pernicious  cocmsel  to  the 
kmg  ought  to  be  nmde  answerable  to  thb  house,  and  to 
the  nation  at  large  for  the  consequraces :  the  precedent 
b  dangerous  and  unconstitutional.  Who,  I  say,  has  had 
the  temerity  to  tell  the  king  that  hb  afiairs  are  in  a  pro»^ 
perous  condition  f  and  who,  of  course,  b  the  author  of 
those  assurances  which  are  thb  day  ^ven  you,  in  order 
to  mislead  you  ?  My  lords,  what  b  the  present  state  of 
thb  nation  ?  <  It  b  big  with  diflkuity  and  danger ;  it  is 
full  of  the  most  destructive  circmnatances :  I  say,  my 
,  lords,  it  is  truly  perilous.  What  are  these  little  isiaods, 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ?  What  is  your  defence  ? 
Nothing.  What  is  the  condition  of  your  formidable  and 
inveterate  enemies,  the  two  leading  branches  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon  2    They  have  a  formidable  navy ;  I 
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Ay,  my  lords,  ikeir  kiteittkms  are.  hostile:  I  kntyw  it  3 
their  coasts  are  lined  with  troops,  £rom  the  furdiermost 
part  of  the  coast  of  Spain  up  to  Dunkirk.    What  have 
^ou  to  oppose  ^m  ?    Not  five  thousand  men  in  diis 
Uand ;  nor  more  in  Irefamd ;  nor  above  twenty  ships  oi 
the  line  manned  and  fit  for  service.    My  lords,  without 
))nGe,  without  an  immediate  restoration  of  tranquillity^ 
this  nation  is  mined.    What  has  been  the  cmiduct  of  your 
ministers  f    How  have  they  endeavoiu^ed  to  conciliate 
the  affinstion  and  obedience  of  their  American  brethren  f 
They  have  gone  to  Germany  ;  they  have  sought  the  al* 
liance  and  assistance  of  every  pitiful,  beggarly,  insignifi* 
cant,  pahry  German  prince^  to  cut  the  throats  of  their 
loyal,  bmve,  and  injured  brethren  in  America ;  they 
have  entered  into  mercenary  treaties  with  those  human 
butchers,  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  human  blood. 
But,  my  lords,  this  is  not  all ;  they  have  entered  into 
other  treaties ;  they  have  let  l^e  savages  of  America 
loose  upon  their  innocent,  uno&nding  brethren, — ^loose 
upon  the  weak,  the  aged,  and  defencdess;  on  old 
men,  women,  and  children ;  upon  the  very  babes  upon 
the  breast,  to  be  cut,  manried,  sacrificed,  broiled,  roast- 
ed, nay,  to  be  literally  eat  a&ve.    These,  my  lords,  are  ^he 
allies  Great  Britain  now  has :  carnage,  desolation,  and 
destruction,  wherever  her  arms  are  carried,  is  her  newly 
adopted  mode  of  making  war.^  Our  ministers  have  made 
aUiiuioes  at  the  German  shambles,  and  with  die  barba- 
rians of  America ;  with  the  merdless  tortures  of  their 
specfes  :  where  they  will  next  apply,  I  cannot  ttH  :  for 
my  port,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  their  next  kague 
was  the  king  oi  the  gypsies ;  having  already  scoured 
all  Germany  and  Amenca,  to  seek  the  assistance  of 
cannitMda  and  butchers.    The  arms  of  this  country  are 
diagnced,  even  in  victory,  as  well  as  defeat.    Is  this- 
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Leash'd  in  like  hounds,  should  Famine^  Sword,  sad  Fice» 
Crouch  for  emplojrmcnt.'*— ^mry  K 
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ctmaktaat^  my  lordi,  with  mbf  ptrt^  our  fottoar 
duct  ?  Waa  it  by  means  like  theae  we  aniTed  at  ^t 
|wmaclc  of  £une  and  grandeur,  which,  wlule  it  esta- 
bUhsed  our  nepulntion  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  ^ve 
the  fullest  testimony  of  our  justice,  mercy  and  national 
faitc^;rit)r  ?  Was  it  by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife 
that  British  valour  and  humanity  became  in  a  manner 
proverbial,  and  the  triumphs  of  war  and  the  eelat  of  con* 
quest  became  but  matters  of  secondary  praise,  wfaro  com- 
pared to  those  of  nadonal  humanity,  and  national  honour? 
Was  it  by  setting  h>ose  the  savages  of  America*  lo  em- 
brae  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  enemies,  that  the 
duties  of  the  soldier,  the  citizen,  and  the  msn,  came  to  be 
united  ?  Is  this  honourable  war&re,  my  losds?  Dqes  it 
correspond  with  the  language  of  thefKiet?— 

«<  The  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war, 
That  makes  ambidon  Tirtue.** 


THOMAS  (LORD)  LYTTLETON. 

Socceededhis&therin  1773.  HemMayoungmaaofgnaltdeata, 
but  very  proffigate  in  his  manners.  He  died  in  1779|  at  the  aee 
of  35. 

On  American  Affairs. 

Ha  lamented  the  fi^  of  general  Burgojme,  on  iriiom^ 
as  an  officer  and  a  man,  he  bestowed  the  14ghf  st  enoo* 
miums,  and  wished)  while  tl^  noble  earl  had  been  so 
profuse  of  his  commendations^  he  had  acted  with  more 
real  candour,  and  not,  as  by  the  effect  of  the  iH«sont 
mitfion,  were  it  to  be  agreed  to,  called  that  unfortunate 
but  able  and  brave  officer's  conduct  in  queation,  and  ex- 
poaed  him  in  his  absence  to  an  enquiry  in  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  defend  himself.  He  objected  to  ^e  in- 
telligence ;  s^d  it  could  not  come  properly  befwe  the 
bouse.  It  was  but  rumour,  and  as  such,  was  no  solid  foun- 
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diEt»R  iior  a  pai&imeiittfy  enqui^^  He  avowed  hfanwtf 
as  good  and  geniiine  a  whig  as  the  noUe  earl.  He  had 
be^  bred  in  aU  the  principlesof  whiggbm  fromhis  earli»t 
days^  and  should  persevere  in  them  to  the  end.  He  loved 
the  principles  of  whiggism,  as  mixh  as  he  despised  those 
of  anaidijr  and  repuUicanism.  But  if  the  bare  name  dT 
wUg  TTss  all  that  was  meant,  he  disdained  the  name.  If 
an  impatienee  under  every  species  of  constitutional  go« 
veroinient,  if  a  resistance  to  legal  restraint,  if  the  a^t- 
ting  of  rebels,  was  the  test  of  modem  whiggism,  he 
be^p;ed  leave  to  be  excluded,  as  not  one  avowing  or  pro- 
fenmg  auch  doctrines.  He  would,  indeed,  much  ra^f 
ihare  the  odhim  which  had  been  unjustly  cast  upon  ano« 
^i^  set  of  men,  and  be  accounted  a  tory,  in  preference 
to  a  modem  whi^.  ^  His  lordship  then  entered  inio  a 
gneral  consideration  of  the  questicm  of  right  between 
dus  country  and  America,  lie  $aid  the  noble  lords  on 
the  other  side  of  the  house  had  acknowledged  the  war  to 
be  popular.  He  was  convinced  it  was,  more  than  any 
other  ne  ever  reedUeeted.  The  supremacy  of  this  coun-» 
try  was  at  stake.  Shall  we  then  forego  all  our  just  rights, 
rigfata,  I  will  be  bold  to  say^  on  which  the  very  existence 
of  tUs  country  depends,  for  a  single  check,  when  it  is 
notorious  that  we  have  been  victorious  in  every  other 
quarter  where  our  arms  have  been  carried?  Shall  we 
croudi  to  America,  because,  allowing  the  fact  to  be  true. 
We  have  met  with  one  disaster  ?  This  was  not  the  language 
of  the  noble  Icxrd  heretofore.  He  once  rescued  this 
country  from  impending  ruin ;  and  I  call  upon  the  noble 
lord  to  declare,  if  he  was  now  at  the  head  of  his  majes* 
ty's  counsels,  would  he  despair?  Would  he  advise  thia 
country  to  humiliate  itself,  and  sue  for  peace  to  America  f 
or  if  he  was  of  that  opinion,  does  he  think  that  America 
would  either  accede  to  terms  he  thinks  reasonable,  or 
desbt,  even  though  we  should  declare  her  independent 
from  fSuther  pretensions  ?  I  know  the  noble  earl  too- well 
to  bdieve  he  could  be  so  fieir  deceived :  look  on  the  other 
cSect  of  such  a  procedure.     We  humble  ourselves  to 
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our  rdiiffiottB  sabjeots*  What,  m  ibat  tsfetut^ 
all  £urope  think  of  us?  What  would  our 
enemies,  France  and  Spain?  Would  they  not  actitaify 
reidize  what  it  is  now  pretended  they  have  in  coo* 
templation?  They  would  defuse  as  wdl  aa  deleat  us^ 
It  would  operate,  to  afford  them  the  highest  encouiage* 
ment  to  attack  us.  They  would  imm^iiately  coodiraey 
that  we  were  weak,  defenceleas,  pusillanirooua ;  that  we 
were  ^nptied  of  all  that  spirit  ef.miiitary  g^ry  and  nav 
tional  pride  that  has  hitherto  proved  our  best  defence. 
They  would  look  on  us  aa  a  nation  of  merdiants,  poor, 
tame,  grovellittg  and  mercenary  i^  they  would  no  kmger 
envy,  they  would  despise  us ;  such  a  conduct  would  £31 
tiiemwith  confidence,  and  thi^  ccmfidence  would  moat 
assuredly  terminate  in  our  utter  destruction.  It  ia  ne> 
cessary,  therefore,  even  in  that  li^ht,  to  act  with  vigour^ 
to  combat  our  misfortunes  with  resolution.  It  will  have 
a  double  good  effect ;  it  will  serve  to  convince  both  our 
domestic  and  foreign  enemies,  of  our  strength,  coumge, 
and  resources;  and  will,  I  maintain  on  good  ground^ 
be  the  best  security  for  our  own  safety,  and  me  only 
effectual  means  of  Imnging  about  those  events  winch  tl^ 
noUe  earl  has  this  night  drawn  in  such  stroilg  and  invitw 
ing  colours. 

His  lordship  entered  fully  into  the  great  queation 
of  parliameatftry  supremacy ;  and  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  it  must  be  supported  in  its  true  constitutional  extent, 
otherwise  the  nation  woukl  be  undone.  He  did  not, 
be  said,  presume  to  point  out  the  precise  terms;  iiat 
even  the  noble  earl  himself  had  admitted  the  neoaasiqr 
^  American  dependency.  He  was  firmly  persuaded: 
that  the  supreme  right  even  to  tax,  though  parliament 
was  willing  to  relax,  could  not  be  given  up.  Pailia^ 
ment  could  not  give  up  the  rights  of  the  empire:  thi^ 
were  inherent ;  they  were  inalienable ;  and  the  great  con. 
trolling  superintending  power  of  the  state  was  inviolafaAc 
and  indivisible.  We  were,  he  said,  contemfing  for  the 
vry  existence  of  the  empire;  shouU  America  prevail^ 
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the  wmM  prescribe  them  to  u».     The  right  of  binding 
Amcrieaiii  all  cases  whatsoeveiv  w^  clearly  possessed} 
sad  he  tmsled  he  should  never  see  it  rdinqutsted.    Wtt 
sbooid  always  mttnlam  the  right,  though,  at  least  for  tiie 
jvtsent,  it  might  be  inexpedient  to  exercise  iu    Tha 
supitiBacy  of  the  legislature  extended  to  ever3r  part  of 
the  firitish  empire ;  nay,  in  a  case  of  emei^ency,  he  was 
ckar  we  had  a  right  ta.tax  Ireland ;  that  emergency  had 
newer  arose,  for  that  countiy  was  always  ready  to  oon-* 
tnbate  £miy  and  equitably  to  her  share  of  the  public 
burthens*      But  .if  an  event  should  bappesk  to  caU  the 
right  in  question,  ho  was  dear  that  the  ri^t  was  with 
as.  Woukl  America  consent  to  do  as  Ireland  had  done  ? 
Would  ahe  ^ve  support  in  return  for  protection?  If^ha 
mwld,  though  he  dul  not  pretend  to  advise,  not  having 
the  hcmour  to  assist  in  his  majesty  ^s  councils)  that  Kiigl^ 
be  a  proper  ground  perhaps  to  go  upon ;  but  ho  step 
towaida  conciliation  could  be  taken  ^consistently  with  th^ 
<%fatB  and  dignity  of  tins  country,  till  the  supreme  right 
of  this  iegblature  was  first  acknowledged  in  all  its  parts; 
till  thej  owned  theoaselves  subjects ;  till  they  submitted 
to  the  supremacy  of  this  country.    He  said^  a  great 
deal  of  blame  had  been  thrown  upon  ministers  tliis  nighty 
ss  if  t2ie  measures  puiaued  relative  to  America  were 
solely  their  measures.      Was  that  realty'  the  case  ?  By 
M  saeana ;  they^  were  the  measures  of  parliament,  of  the 
whole  Mitioa:  they  were  measures  which  almost  every 
firitoQ  iqyproved  of.    Parliament,  in  the  most  full  and 
scdamsi  manner,  had  given  them  the  fullest  public  sane- 
tioiu.    They  echoed  in  so  doing  nothing  but  the  voice  of 
the  rmtioa ;  and  shall  one  little  check,  s^d  his  lordship, 
induce  ua  to  desert?  No ;  I  trust,  as  Englishmen,  feel- 
ing the  treachery,  perfidy,  and  ingratitude  of  our  rebel* 
lioQs  and  unnatural  subjects,  it  will  inspire  us,  and  call 
ftrth  diat  spirit  whklthas  always  led  us  to  victory.    His 
lordship  candoEBned  in  particular,  the  absurdity  of  tm* 
mediati^y  witibdiawiag  omr  troqps,  a»  suggested  by  th» 
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•obk  Mill  M  M.  pvqfwitoiy  ^titp  to  Mgociatrafty-  flow 
^ocone  HMeMHiy^    On  thrcontnuy,  if  nrgodsltoa  aad 
{Mace  wme.  lod  objects  to  be  attained,  so  frr  fiotti 
•uch  a  nieasttre  havtng  tbe  Paired  eficct,  he  bdievod, 
mpcfa  bia  hoiiour»  the  Americana  wookl  laogh  at  ua  ibr 
0ttf  want  oC  afniitf  or  imjiafee  it  to  imbeciliqr,  and  tbe 
imtA  of  meana  either  to  asaert  our  righta,  or  maintan 
our  national  reputation.    Hia  lordship  nest  obacrvedt 
that  the  ndUe  carl  had  mtntiOMd,  that  America  w«i 
noboidinate  and  dependent  on  thia  country,  and  con« 
tnded,  as  the  true  teat  (tf  aubordinadouy  that  the  n^ga* 
lien  aet  ahould'be  preaerved  inviolate  in  all  its  branches ; 
yet  the  effect  €i  the  noble  eari'a  apeecfa  is  cakulatfid  ta 
^niye  that  we  were  notable  to  inftaroe  thataot^  nor  of  GOune 
that  constitutional  dependence  of  whkh  he  auppoaes  it 
to  be  the  true  baaiau    He  had  heard  the  noUe  cari  aaf  » 
^  that  if  America  perafatqd  in  asserting  her  ind^nd^ 
ence^  lAer  the  troops  had  been  withdrawn,  he  would 
tfaow himaelf in thek way."    What couldjbe  mean  bf 
auch  s  dechffatioa,  unleaa  that  of  acknowledging  the  iai' 
|>oaaibilir)r  of  subduing  them  by  eracuating  tlKtte  ports 
We  have  got,  whieh  no  futuie  force  could  peinapa  re^uat 
For  if  thty  were  thus  left  to  the  exercise  of  their  owa 
will  they  would  not  only  be  indepefident  of  this  country^ 
but  in  the  course  of  twenty  yeara,  America,  when  she  had 
establidied  her  marine,  would  be  a  superior  emigre,    b 
reply  to  that  part  of  kfd  Chatham's  qieech  in  which  ha 
deftaed  ever  oflicially  sending  out  orders  for  hiring  the  b* 
dian  aavames  to  wage  war  against  the  French ;  hia  lord- 
ahqi  observed,  that  savagea  were  employed  on  thatocca^ 
aton^  and  in  great  mmibers;  and  though  perhaps  no^ 
under  the  e^preaa  direction  ai  the  noUe  earl^  die  mcs* 
aura  waa  notwithstanding  his,  «nce  the  officers,  so  far 
from  being  called  to  any  account  fbr  it  by  him,  were  at 
kaattacitly  juatiied  in  the  deed*     As  to  giving  up  tbe 
idea  of  subduii^  Aaacrica,  because  we  haid  beat  in  cnii 
inalance  unfiartunalC)  it  waa  a  prooosxticm  every  way  dtf« 
tnU9eftatD]|ri*M»    WhatufOuldthfihouseofBourbca 
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IkSfik ^auch ottexMipied pnsaaniifni»|r f  WonMalteiot 

conclude  us  an  cxhauated  aatioo,  ma  tMs  a  fit  momeiit 

t^htrto  wreidc  her  rengcaact  on  ua  ?  His  lordahip  han 

apologised  <br  the  warmth  into  which  the  aubjoct  bad 

tetniyed  him  ;  but  said  he  should  have  had  to  accuae 

himadfy  if  he  had  permktaed  the  aupposed  fears  ci  % 

British  senate,  to  get  into  die  worlds  without  rising  u]S 

andshewingtheftriQjrofthem.    H'     w  much  astonished 

at  the  great  parade  the  noUe  eav      d  made  reapecdM 

tbetomahawfc and  acalpmg-knii^  -*  was  an  Indian  kmit 

a  more  dreadful  weapcm  than  ax.  j^ngiishnian's  bayonetT 

In  the  present  war  the  chief  of  the  blood  which  had 

been  ahed,  was  shed  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  yet 

who  talked  of  the  bayonet  as  a  aairage  instrumant  of 

war?  He  iriahed  as  heartily  aa  any  noble  loid  preaent 

•for  a  happy  and  honourable  end  of  the  contest,  and 

perhapathe  fate  misfiMtune  might  make  it  proper  to  bold 

out  terms  to  America.    He  widied  not,  how  ever,  diat 

It  dbou|d  induce  us  to  withdrew  our  ttoopo,  as  such  a 

fttal  measure  would  moat  assuradfy' givo  AmerieaasuF 

pcriority  and  advanta^  we  should  never  be  aUe  to  awr 

mount*    It  would  be  mdeod  at  ones  rendering  her  inde^ 

pendent;  and  the  moment  America  was  loat|  Greal  Bli» 

tain  would  be  rained  and  undoQcu 


DUKE  OF  MANCHESTEIL 


On  the  $ame  tu^ect. 

VHAaoan  kvd  Carfiff  wilh  mooiiaMeBey,  declaring 
duit  he  had  ahewn  die  Aaaerican  war  to  be  unpraetiGa^ 
bk  as  to  any  good  ptttpoaci  and  yetadnaad  i  ' 
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tion  to  continue  it  with  all  possible  exerdon>    His  gram 
particularly  complained  of  the  ministnr's  witMiolding 
every  species  of  necessary  information  from  pailianielit. 
His  grace  drew  a  parallel  between  die  probable  firtae  off 
Britain  and  that  of  the  Athenian  commonwealth,  respect^ 
ing  their  Sicilian  colonies*     He  said  the  oppression  which 
AUiefns  exercised  over  its  colonies  in  the  island  of  l^cily 
having  caused  the  revolt  of  the  Sicilians,  the  Sicilians^ 
obediently  and  friendlily  inclined,  petitioned,  and  at  length 
remonstrated,  but  all  to  no  purpose ;  tbtj  must  be  8ut> 
dued.     Armies  were  sent  from  Athens  ;  they  met  yUJA 
difficulties ;  they  were  defeated.  New  levies  were  made; 
Btill :  victory  declared   in  favour  of  those  ^Aio  wiert 
fighting  for  what  they  deemed  their  rights.    The  AAe« 
nian  armies  were  unsuccessful.    At  this  critical  period 
arose  a  great  popular  speaker,  who  was  likewise  a  sol- 
dier (adverting  to  die  conduct  of  Nicias  and  Alci* 
biades%)    He  made  speeches,  he  proved  the 'justice  of 
the  war  ;  he  prophesied  success  ;  he  got  the  domiMuid 
of  the  army.    What  was  the  issue  ?    The  army  was  oat 
off ;  he  fell  himself  i  Sicily  was  lost :  Athens  was  dninedt 
exhausted  and  weakened ;  she  became  a  prey  to  her  am. 
bitious  neighbour,  the  state  of  Sparta«    The  pride  and 
power  and  military  glory  of  Adiens  was  no  more  v-her 
rival  Sparta  gave  her  laws,  armies,  protection,  and  legis* 
lators ;  and  such  was  the  fate  of  that  <H)ce  glorious  re* 
public.    The  people  of  this  country  had  been  spirited 
up  in  a  similar  manner ;  they  had  been  delilded  and 
imposed .  vpon   by   specious   tales    apd  isflammatory 
speeches.    Mr.  Burgoyne's  blind  efforts  to  penetrate 
through  Canada  were  like  the  Jand  march  of  the  A^ienian 
generals  towards  Syracuse  :  they  were  equally  bmve ; 
but  their  plans  beipg.  both  unjust^  ao4  wanting  wisdom, 
their  fortitude  was  unjustifiable  ;   and  he  was  very 
apprehensive,  from  similitude  of  circumstances,  that  the 
.ifisue  upon  the  whole  wbukl'be  prbeisely  tfai  sane'}  tl^ 
of  certain  niinaQddcslnictkmfidliiiigron  the  h«^      th« 
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EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 

On  JLord  Oxford^M  Moiion  to  adjourn  the  &u$e* 

It  is  not  with  less  grief  than  astonishment  I  hear 
the  inoti<m  now  made  by  the  noble  eari,  at  a  time  when 
the  affai^  erf* this  country  present  on  every  side  prospects 
fcll  of  awe,  terrot-,  and  impending  danger;  when^  I  will  be 
bcM  tesay,  events  of  a  most  alarming  tendency,  little 
expected  or  foreseen,  wHl  shortly  happen ;  when  a  cloud, 
that  may  crush  tbb  nation,  and  bury  it  in  destruction 
for  eV€r,  is  ready  to  burst  and  overwhelm  us  in  ruin.  At 
so  treiMndous  a  season,  it  does  not  become  your  lord-* 
\BhipSi  the  great  hereditary  council  of  the  nation,  to  ne« 
gleet  your  duty,  to  retire  to  your  country  seats  for  six 
weeks,  in  quest  of  j<^  and  merriment,  while  the  veA 
state  eiif  public  affiurs  calls  for  grief,  mourning,  and  la* 
memalton ;  at  least,  for  the  fullest  exertions  of  your  wis« 
dom.  It  is  your  duty,  my  lords,  as  the  grand  heredi* 
tary  council  of  the  nation,  to  advise  your  sovereign^  to 
be  the  protectors  of  your  country,  to  feel  your  own 
weight  and  authority.  As  hereditary  counsellors,  as 
members  of  this  house,  you  stand  between  the  crown 
and  the  pe<^le ;  you  are  nearer  the  throne  than  the 
other  branch  of  the  legislature ;  it  is  your  duty  to  sur* 
round  and  protect,  to  counsel  and  supplicate  it.  You 
hold  the  balance ;  your  duty  is  to  see  that  the  weights 
are  ffttyperly  poised,  that  the  balance  remains  even,  that 
neither  may  encroach  on  the  other,  and  that  the  execu* 
tive  power  may  be  prevented,  bv  an  unconstitutional 
exertion  af  even  constkutidnal  authority,  from  bringing 
the  JMiion  to  destmetion.  My  lords,  I  fear  we  are  ar« 
rivtd  iit4he  very  brink  of  that  state)  md  I  am  persuaded 
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that  nothing  short  of  a  spirited  interposition  on  your 
part,  in  giving  speedy  and  wholesome  advice  to  your 
«>vereign,  can  prevent  the  people  f/on  feding  be^ 
yond  remedy  the  full  effects  of  that  ruin  which  mims* 
ters  have  brought  upon  us.  These  calamitous  circtim* 
stances  ministers  have  been  the  cause  of:  and  sliall  we, 
hi  aueh  aatate  of  things^  when  every  moment  teems  with 
events  productive  of  the  most  fatsd  narratives,  shall  we 
trust,  during  an  adjournment  of  six  weeks,  to  those  men 
^1^  have  brpu^t  ibosc  calamities  upon  US|  when^  per# 
liapuB,  our  utter  overthrow  is  plotting,  nay  ripe  for  ext^ 
cution,  without  almost  a  possibUity  of  prevention  f  Tm 
thousand  brave  rneii  have  follen  victimf  to  ignoraiio* 
ludd  rashness.  The  only  army  you  have  in  Amcdct 
loay,  by  this  time,  benomore^  This  very  nation  rt« 
mains  no  }(H^ger  safe  than  its  enemies  dmk  proper  t» 
permit,  I  do  not  augur  iU.  Events  of  a  moat  critic4 
nature  may  take  pbce  before  our  next  mi^etnig.  WiQ 
your  lordships,  dien,  in  such  a  *btate  of  things,  trust  to 
^  guidance  of  mei^i  who  ni  every  single  ^^  of  this 
finiel,  this  wicked  war,  from  (he  very  beginning,  have 
proved  themselves  weak,  ignorant,  and  mistaken?  { 
w91  not  say,  my  lords,  nor  do  I  m^^an  any  thing  personal^ 
or  that  they  have  brought  premeditated  rum  on  this  coun« 
try^  I  will  not  suppose  that  they  foresaw  what  has  sine* 
happ^ied  i  but  I  do  contend,  my  lords,  that  their  want  of 
wisdomi  their  incapaciQr,  their  temerity  in  depending  on 
their  own  judgment,  or  their  base  compliances  with  the 
orders  and  dictates  of  others,  perhaps  caused  by  the 
influ^ice  of  one  or  two  individuals,  have  rendered  tlMrm 
to^y  unworthy  of  your  lordships^  confi^nce,  of  tb» 
confidence  of  parliament,  and  those  whose  righta  diey 
fire  the  constitutional  guaidians  d^  the  people  at  krge» 
A  remonstrance,  mv  lonls,  should  be  carried  to  tht 
Ihrone.  The  kmg  baa  been  deluded  by  his  asinistera  t 
they  have  been  imposed  on  by  &lse  information,  or 
Have,  from  motives  best  known  tp  themtdves,  givem 
•ppwmt  credit  to  what  they  have  bcca  conioBced  is 
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lli^  Imrti  iMi  unirae*    Tlie  riatioii  bas  hc€si  factnjnM 

into  tilt  ntinoQS  mmnro  of  an  American  war  by  that 

ariB  of  ioapoiitioD^  bj  their  own  credulitf^  through  the 

mmm  of  mm^  hopes^  false  pride,  and  promised  advaiu 

tigt8»  of  the  moat  romantic  and  improbable  nature*    My 

lofdbi  I  do  not  wish  to  call  your  attention  entirely  txfr 

&tt  point.    I  would  fiurly  appeal  to  your  own  ienl^ 

mentSy 'Whether  I  can  be  justly  charged  with  arrogance 

er  pcesumptioni  if  I  ssad,  great  and  able  as  ministeim 

think  4faemselves,  that  all  the  wisdom  of  the  nation  la 

iiot.cot^ned  to  the  narrow  circle  oftheirpet^  cabinet.  I 

Ai^hCy  I  think,  without  presumption,  say,  that  yourlord^ 

ihipa^  aa  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legislature,  itmy  be 

supposed  as  capable  of  advising  your  sovereign,  in  the 

moment  of  difficulty  and  danger,  as  any  lesser  council^ 

composed  of  a  fewer  number  i  and  who,  being  already 

so  fttally  trusted,  have  betrayed  a  want  of  honesty,  or  a 

want  of  talents^    Is  it,  my  lords,  within  the  utmost 

stretcb  cf  the  most  sanguine  expectation,  that  the  same 

men  who  have  plunged  you  into  your  present  periU 

ous  an^  calamitoua  situation  are  the  proper  persona 

to  reacue  you  from  it  f  No,  my  lords,  such  an  expecta^ 

lion  would  be  preposterous  and  absurd.    I  say,  my  lorda^ 

you  are  now  specially  called  upon  to  interpose.    It  ia 

^our  duty  to  fiQ«ego  every  call  of  business  and  pleasure^ 

to  give  up  your  whole  time  to  inquire  into  past  miscont 

duct}  to  provide  remedies  for  the  present;  to  pre# 

vent  iiiture  evils ;  to  rest  on  your  arms^  if  I  may  use  the 

eqireasion,  to  watch  for  the  public  safety ;  to  defend  and 

aap{K>rtthe  throne,  and  if  fate  ahould  so  ordain  it,  to^fatt 

wim  becoming  fortitude,  with  the  rest  of  your  fellow^sub* 

jeota,  m  the  general  ruin.     I  fear  this  last  must  be  the 

event  of  this  mad,  unjust,  and  cruel  war.  It  is  your  lord^ 

shipa*  duty  to  do  ev^  thing  in  your  power  that  it  shall 

not;  but,  if  it  must  be  so,  I  trust  your  lordships  and 

the  nation  will  fall  gloriously. 

My  lords,  as  the  first  and  most  immediate  object  of 
yoitf  enqpiiiy,  I  would  recommend  to  you  to  consider 
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fbc  tme  state  c^  our  borne  deficnoe.  We  lttif«  iMted 
mudi  from  a  noble  lord  in  this  house,  of  the  state  of  our 
navy.  I  cannot  give  an  implicit  belief  to  all  I  have 
heard  on  that  important  subject.  I  still  retain  my  foiw 
mer  opinion  relative  to  the  number  of  line-of-battle  shqis, 
but  as  an  enquiry  into  the  real  state  of  the  navy  is  (ks* 
tined  to  be  the  subject  of  future  consideration,  I  do  not 
wish  to  hear  any  more  about  it  till  that  period  arrives^ 
I  allow,  in  argument,  that  we  have  thirty. five  ships  of  the 
line  fit  for  actual  service.  I  doubt  much  whether  such  a 
force  would  g^ve  us  full  command  of  the  channeL  I  am 
certain,  if  it  did,  every  other  part  of  our  possessions 
must  lie  naked  and  defenceless^  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe. 

I  fear  our  utter  destruction  is  at  hand.  (Here  and  in 
many  other  parts  of  his  speech,  his  lordship  broadly 
hinted,  that  the  house  of  Bourbon  was  meditating  some 
important  and  decisive  blow  near  home.*)  What,  my 
lords,  is  the  state  of  our  militaiy  defence  ?  I  would  not 
wish  to  expose  our  present  weakness ;  but  Weak  as  we 
are,  if  this  war  should  be  continued,  as  the  pifblic  de« 
daration  of  persons  in  high  confidence  with  their  sove^^^ 
reign  would  induce  us  to  suppose,  is  this  nation  to  be 
entirely  stripped  ?  And  if  it  should,  would  every  soldier 
now  in  Britain  be  sufficient  to  give  us  an  equality  to  thi 
force  of  America  ?  I  will  maintain  they  would  not ;  where 
then  will  men  be  procured?  Recruits  are  not  to  be  had 
in  this  country.  Germany  will  ^ve  no  more.  I  have 
read  in  the  newspapers  of  this  day,  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  it  true,  diat  the  head  of  the  Gemumic  body 
has  remonstrated  against  it,  and  has  taken  measures 
accordingly  to  prevent  it.  Ministers  have,  I  hear^  ap«* 
plied  to  the  Swiss  Cantons.  The  idea  is  preposterous. 
The  Swiss  never  permit  their  troops  to  go  beyond  sea. 
But,  my  lords,  even  if  men  were  to  be  procured  in  Ger« 
many,  how  will  you  march  them  to  the  water-side  ?  Haye 

■  There  teemt  to  be  « littde  quackeiy  ball  tbi»» 
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dot  our  ihkiisters  applied  for  the  pbrt  of  Embden,  anA 
had  k  oot  been  refused  ?  I  aay^  yoa  will  not  be  able  to 
l^rocure  men  even  for  our  home  defonce,  if  some  imme* 
diate  steps  be  not  taken.  I  remeiiiber  during  the  last 
war»  it  was  thought  advisable  to  levy  independent  eom«- 
{Mmies:  they  were  when  completed,  formed  into  bat- 
talions, and  proved  of  great  service*  I  love  the  army^ 
I  know  its  use ;  biit  I  must  nev^^eless  own,  that  I  was 
t  great  fHend  to  the  measure  of  establishing  a  nati<m2d 
militia.  I  remember  tlie  last  war,  that  there  were  three 
camps  formed  of  that  corps  at  onoe  in  this  kingdom.  I 
saw  them  myself;  one  at  Winchester,  another  in  die 
West,  at  Plymouth ;  and  a  third,  if  I  recollect  right,  at 
Chatlmm*  Whether  the  militia  is  at  present  in  such  a 
etate  as  to  answer  the  valuable  purposes  it  did  then,  or 
is  capable  of  being  rendered  so,  I  will  not  pretend  to  - 
say  ;  but  I  see  no  reason  why,  in  such  a  critical  stete  of 
affiurs,  the  experiment  should  not  be  made,  and  why  it 
may  not  be  put  again  on  the  former  respectable  footing.^ 
I  remember,  all  circumstances  considered,  when  appears 
ances  were  not  nearly  so  melanch<dy  and  alarming  aa 
they  are,  that  there  were  more  troops  in  the  county  of 
Kent  alone,  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  than  there 
are  now  in  the  whole  island. 

My  lords,  I  contend  that  we  have  not,  nor  can  pro* 
cure,  any  force  sufficient  to  subdue  America.  It  is 
monstrous  to  thiidc  of  it.  There  are  several  noUe  lords 
present,  well  acquainted  with  military  afiairs.  I  call 
upon  any  one  of  them  to  rise  and  pledge  himself,  that 
At  military  force  now  within  the  kingdom  is  adequate 
to  its  defence,  or  that  any  possible  force  to  be  procured 
fix>m  Germany,  Switzerland,  or  elsewhere,  wiH  be 
equal  to  the  conquest  of  America.  I  am  too  perfectly 
persuaded  of  their  abilities  and  integrity  to  expect  any 
such  assistance  from  them. — Oh!  but  if  America  » 
not  to  be  bonqnered,  she  may  be  treated  with. — ^Conci* 

•  Tlds.wMafterwanbdooe. 
Vol.  11.  24 
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liation  is  it  length  thought  of;  terms  are  to  be  oflfered* 
Who  are  the  persons  that  are  to  treat  on  the  part  of  thk 
afflicted  and  (kluded  country  ?  The  very  men  ivho'havt 
been  die  authors  of  our  misfortunes ;  the  very  men  ifviw 
have  endeavoured  by  the  most  pernicious  policy,  the 
highest  injustice  and  opf»«ssion,  the  most  erael  and 
devastating  war»  to  enslave  those  people  they  would 
conciliate,  to  gain  the  confidence  and  affection  of  diose 
who  have  survived  the  Indian  tomahawk  and  German 
bayonet.     Can  your  lordships  entertun  the  most  distant 
prospect  of  success  from  such  a  treaty  and  such  nego- 
ciations  f  No,  my  lords,  the  Americans  have  virtue,  and 
they  must  detest  the  principles  of  such  men  ;  they  have 
understanding,  and  too  much  wisdom,  to  trust  to  the 
cunning  and  narrow  politics  which  must  cause  such 
overtures  on  the  part  of  their  merciless  persecutors*    My 
lords,  I  maintain  that  they  would  shun,  with  a  mixture 
of  prudence  and  detestation,  any  proposition  coming 
from  that  quarter.    They  would  receive  terms  from  such 
men,  as  snares  to  allure  and  betray.    They  would  dread 
them  as  ropes  meant  to  be  put  about  their  legs,  in  order 
to    entangle    and    overthrow    them    in   certain    ruin. 
My  lords,  supposing  that  our  domestic  danger,  if  at 
all,  is  far  distant ;  tl^t  our  enemies  vnil  leave  us  at  li- 
berty to  prosecute  this  war  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability  ; 
suppose  your  lordships  should  ^"ant  a*  fleet  one  day,  an 
army  another;  all  these,  Idoamrm,  unll  avail  nothing, 
unless  you  accompany  it  with  advice.    Ministers  have 
been  in  error:  experience  has  proved  it;  and  what  is 
worse,  they  continue  it ;  they  told  you  in  the  beginning, 
that   15,000  men  would  traverse  all  America,  without 
scarcely  an  appearance  of  interruption ;  two  campaigns 
have  passed  since  they  gave  us  this  assurance.    Treble 
that  number  have  been  employed ;  and  one  of  your  ar- 
mies, which  composed  two-thirds  of  the  force  by  in^iich 
America  was  to  be  subdued,  has  been  totally  destroyed^ 
and  is  now  led  captive  through  those  provinces  you  call 
rebellious.    Those  nien  whom  you  called  cowards,  pol- 
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Mas,  ruaawaTS,  and  knaves,  are  become  victorio(i9  ovec 
jronr  veteran  troops  ;  and,  in  the  midst  of  victory,  and 
iush  of  conquest,  have  set  mini^t^rs  an  example  of  mo- 
demtion  and  mi^animi^  well  worthy  of  imitation. 

My  lords,  no  time  should  be  lost  which  may  promise 
to  improve  this  disposition  in  America  ;  unless,  by  an 
obstinacy  founded  in  madness,  we  wish  to  stifle  thpse 
embers  of  affection  which,  after  all  our  ravage  treat- 
ment, do  not  seem  as  yet  to  have  been  entirely  extin- 
guished. While  on  one  side  we  must  lament  the  un- 
happy &te  of  that  spirited  officer,  Mr,  Burgoyne,  and 
the  gallant  troops  under  his  command,  who  were  sacri- 
ficed  to  the  wanton  temerity  and  ignorance  of  ministers^ 
we  are  as  strongly  compelled  on  the  other  to  admire  and 
applaud  the  generous,  mappoanimous  oooduct,  the  noble 
friendship,  brotherly  affection,  and  humanity  of  the  vic- 
tors, who  condescending  to  impute  the  horrid  orders  of 
massacre  and  devastation  to  their  true  authors,  supposed! 
that,  as  soldiers  and  Ei^lishmen,  those  cruel  excesses 
could  not  have  originated  with  the  general,  nor  were 
consonant  to  the  brave  and  humane  spirit  of  a  British 
soldier,  if  not  compelled  to  it  as  an  act  of  duty.  Thejr 
traced  the  first  cause  ai  those  diabolic  <»ders  to  their 
true  source  ;  and,  by  that  wise  and  generous  interpre-^ 
tation,  granted  their  professed  destroyers  terms  of  capi« 
tulation  which  they  could  be  only  entitled  to  as  the  ma^ 
kers  of  fair  and  honourable  war. 

My  lords,  I  should  not  have  presumed  to  trouble 
you,  if  the  tremendous  state  of  this  nation  did  not,  in 
my  opinion,  make  it  necessary.  Such  as  I  have  this 
day  described  it  to  be,  I  do  maintain  it  is.  The  same 
measures  are  still  persisted  in  ;  and  ministers,  because 
your  lordships  have  been  deluded,  deceived  and  misled^ 
presume  that  whenever  the  worst  comes,  they  will  be 
enaUed  to  dielter  themselves  behind  parliament.  This, 
my  lords,  cannot  be  the  case;  they  have  committed 
themselves  and  their  measures  to  the  fate  of  war,  and 
they  must  abide  the  issue,    I  tremble  for  this  countr}'^ ; 
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I  am  dmOBt  led  to  despair  that  we  abaH  ever  be  able  to 
extricate  ourselves.  At  any  rate,  die  day  of  ratribulim 
is  at  band,  when  the  vengeance  of  a  much  ii^ured  and  af- 
flicted people,  will,  I.  trust,  fall  heavily  on  the  aulborioC 
dieir  ruin ;  and  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe,  that 
before  the  day  to  which  the  proposed  adjoununent  diatt 
arrive,  the  noble  earl  who  moved  it,  will  have  just  cauao 
to  repent  of  his  motion. 


MR,  DUNNING- 


Sis   t^eech  an  Cases   brought  htjbre  the  Admmtky 

Board. 

Hx  swl,  he  did  not  mean  to  rise  at  so  late  an  hour,  had 
not  some  law  .positions,  of  the  mpst  ext^raordinary  te¥« 
tare  and  tendency  he  ever  hosirdt  within  or  without  the 
walls  of  that  house,  &llai  froa^i  a  learned  and  h^«  geai 
tleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  Were  it  not  for  his 
rank  in  his  pr^rfession,  he  should  li^ve  remained  silent; 
but  as  th^  circumstance  might  have  a  tendency  to  im- 
pose and  mislead  some  one  auditor  or  other,  he  thought 
K  his  duty  to  pay  a  little  attention  to  the  arguments  of 
his  learned  friend.  It  would,  he  believed,  be  sufficient 
only  to  state  the  argument,  in  order  to  shew  thfc  gross 
absurdity  with  which  it  was  fraught. 

The  learned  gentleman  set  out  with  describing  the 
admiralty  board  as  a  piece  of  mere  official  mechanism, 
without  any  power  or  function  but  what  was  imparted 
to  it  by  the  statute.  The  learned  gentleman,  taking  this 
for  granted,  follows  it  with  ai^pther  assertion,  which 
we  are  instructed  to.  give  credit  to  upon  the  same  autho- 
rity. He  tells  you,  that  the  admiralty  boax;d  is  thus 
mechanized  by  act  of  parliament.  I  Admire  the  ipge- 
BUit>  of  the  learned  gentleman*    He  has  made  one  as* 
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tortioii  witkmt  {Hroof,  and  cKpectft  that  you  should  be^ 
lieve  his  second  assertion,  upcm  ^  modesT  daim  that 
tlie  first  was  incontrovtftibtyestal^ished*  After  dwelling 
ssflsc  ^€  on  the  structure  of  the  leamed  gentleman's 
logic,  he  next  proceeded  to  cxunine  the  several  parts  of 
wbst  he  called  .this  curious  piece  of  mechanism  ;  and 
die  degrees  oi  impuluve  motion  supposed  to  be  con;^ 
municated  to  it  by  the  act  of  parliament* 

The  acBusatkm  is  delivered  to  the  board ;  the  board 
Buqr  or  nwf  not  examine  the  chai^ ;  for  if  they  do^ 
SGCording  to  the  leamed  gentlonan's  argument,  it  can 
be  to  no  manner  of  purpose^  farther  than  that  of  gratify* 
in^  an  kUe,  or  of  being  puni^d  in  their  feelings  by  a 
pamfid  curiosity. 

But  examme  or  not,  be  the  accusation  ever  so  i^surdt 
malicious,  or  improbable,  the  party  accused  must  have 
immediate  notice  of  trial.  If  I  have  pushed  the  wrga^ 
ment  further  than  it  was  stated,  I  desire  to  be  corrected* 
Now,  I  woiild  ask  the  leamed  gentleman,  or  the  noble 
iatd  who  has  so  often  risen  in  this  debate,  whether  the 
board  thus  mechanically  restricted,  have,  in  fiu:t  any 
power  at  alt? 

Might  not  any  accusation  be  as  well  delivered  to  an 
inferior  clerk,  or  the  office-keeper,  as  to  the  board  ?  The 
tWtct  would  be  equally  the  same  in  one  eveiit<  as  the 
odier,  if  the  accusation  was  lodged  with  the  &e-lighter 
as  with  the  first  commissioners ;  and  the  numerous 
evib  arising  from  such  an  unlimited  licence  to  accuse, 
and  such  an  uniform  mimsterial  acquiescence  in  the  pre- 
tended obligation  to  bring  every  such  accusation  mto 
nolual  existence,  as  the  first  ministerial  step  to  immediate 
trid,  be  past  remedy  or  correction.  After  saying  that 
the  board  had  always  a  ddiberative  and  discretional 
power  to  receive  or  reject,  and  that  the  act  of  the  522d 
Geo.  IL  neither  divested,  curtailed  or  altered  that 
power,  he  proceeded  to  controvert  the  principles  of  law 
maintidned  by  hb  leamed  antagonist.  The  first,  he  said> 
was  the  position^  that  there  were  instances  in  our  ]aws» 
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^  Only  meftM  of  eflRwdng  m  deanble  an  cad  tenablcdi 
not  in  recnudng  our  armies,  but  in  mnndngour  ooiuir 
eilB.  Enlbt  new  minbters,  and  puraue  new  aeaaurea. 
Not  liiat  he  meant  to  liave  it  luidentood  that,  he  was 
one  of  the  general  herdiof  complainers,  or  that  he  eon- 
aidevad  our  past  misfortunes  as  an  incontrovert3)te  proof 
cfthe  want  of  wisdom  in  adainistnition.  .He  had  no 
suoh  idea;  on  the  confirary*  he  knew  .that  several  of 
those  who  were  employed  in  the  first  offices  of  govem- 
menc  were  men  of  soimd  judgment,  unimpeadnble  in* 
legrity,  and  extensive  talents ;  but  when  he  considered 
the  tremendous  state  of  national  aflUrs,  he  though  that 
all  the  men  of  abilities,  let  them  be  of  what  party  they 
would,  should  be  call^  upon  for  their  advice  and  as- 
sistance. He  therefore  wished  most  anxiously  that  gen* 
tleman  would  forego  their  animosities,  their  pfejudices, 
and  their  passions ;  that  a  coalition  of  parties  might  take 
place  and  unanimiQr  of  sentiment  might  once  more  pre* 
vail. 

From  unanimity,  and  the  exertion  of  a  genoid  zeal  to 
save  the  kingdom,  he  said,  he  alone  expected  that  im- 
mediate ruin  could  be  avoided.  He  had  little  skill  as 
an  artist ;  but  there  were  great  and  masterly  painters 
on  bc^  sides  the  chair ;  the  picture  of  the  country, 
which  had  been  more  than  once  drawn  by  the  Salvator 
Bosas  of  d)e  opposite  side  of  the  house,  was  a  cafntal  ex* 
hibition ;  it  was  grand  and  subliooe,  but  dreadfiil  and 
idsrming.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  proposed  the 
bill  was  a  more  flattering  artist,  and  had  given  a  very 
liferent  view  indeed  of  the  same  cdunt^y.  If  the  like- 
ness was  not  so  striking,  if  his  outline  was  not  so  true 
and'  accurate  as  diat  o£  the  gentleman  of  the  oppodte 
•school,  he  had  amply  compensated  for  this  trifling  de- 
fect, by  a  richness  of  colouring,  a  brilliancy  d^  sky,  a 
glow  of  tints,  which  would  have  done  honour  to  a  Claude 
Lorrain,  He  was  no  painter,  but  something  like  his 
brother,^  though  widi  inferior  powers  of  pencil ;  any 
thing  Uierefiore  that  he  should  attempt  to  dcliafatej 
*  Mr.  H.  Bunburj. 
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.woDld  fte  f^miAtt  be  a  mcpe  flk9tiih»  n  fw^  otttUne^ 
a  nidf  dMilt^.^  T^  drop  %\\  metapbof)  he  Mm  fw^ 
as  he  iwl  before  aaidi  from  tbiiik«^  all  the  present  mi^ 
wt*ry  wmAag  in  capficitju  The  noblr  Ii»rd  in  the  blue 
ribbon  wag  posseasied  ^  a  90iind  widorrtandiDg,  an  h» 
moat  mindt  md  moat  leapeotaUe  abililieaf  The  kanicA 
fentiemaA  who  had  lately  left  th^  hoMae  in  conse^ence 
of  hia  promotion  to  a  high  offioey  he  had  often  Matened  to 
vith  fdeaamne«  Hia  manly  aenae,  qiii^  diaoeitment^ 
arafbund  tagaoHy,  and  gmtt  profeasipaal  knowledge^ 
hia  lofv  0f  jnatioe,  and  his  firmneaa  of  auind^  qualified 
hia  in  the  fuUeat  manner  to  be  the  adviser  of  lua  kiiq^ 
in  a  moment  of  so  miieh  danger,  and  in  which  the  coum* 
ael  of  wiae  and  upright  mm  was  aoteasentaUy  aecesaarf 
aa  at  pieatat*  When  \ib  eonaidefed  ^  gentleoBMn  on 
the  oppoaite  aide  of  tike  hpnae,  he  aaw  among  them  men 
ef  the  fiiBt  abilities,  and  men  whose  talents  might  at  thta 
CTMia^be  csc^ioiae^  eqnaUy  to  thiw  own  honour  and  the 
service  of  the  atace.  (Kr  Charles  then  spoke  of  the  ta^ 
joita  of  three  gentlemen  of  the  loppoaiftion,  Mr*  Burkei, 
Mr.  Ehinmng,  and  }Ax^^  Fox,  iti  tarma  of  the  hi^eal 
pnne^rio*) 

.  Tlie  fimitfttl  imagimrteii  of  Aa  fent^  his  brillkocy  of 
tfamighty  power&il  eloquence,  atriet  int^;dtfr  of  oon^ 
duet,  and  mfioed  deliaaay  of  aaitfiment,  he  said,  pomted 
him  owt  aa  a  fit  peiixm  to  be  emplogmd  in  govetmneat^ 
With  mgard  to  the  aecond,  hia  gieat  knowledge  of  both 
pra^naioBal  and  potttinal  affidra,  lua  keen  and  pesie* 
tratang  peroeption,.  his  sound  understanding, . hb.  un^ 
sttUied  honour,  and  wise  decisions  upon*  every  pout 
fae  apoke  to,  tendered  him  eaaenj&aUy*  qualified  to  assist 
m  restoring  the  lost  dignity  of  G^at  Britdu ;  and  an 
ahnoat  every  man  in  that  house,  as  well  as  almoat  evenp 
snaft  without  dooraf  when  he  <hoi^ht  cSther  hb  per* 
aO0t  lua  propel  ly»  or  hia  firnie  in  danger,  ran  eagerlif 
to  hkn,  and  aelieifted  hb  assistanee  sad  pratectioH,  he 

^9ir  Charles  jnirsued'l^s  metaphorical  allusion  to  pmtinjj;  for 
Vol.  IL  35*. 
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«aw  noreiistm  why  this  country  should  not  hare  the  bene* 
fit  of  his  great  abilities,  as  well  as  in^viduals.  (Of  the. 
tl^rd  gentkman  he  spoke  in  the  following  wordk ;)    ' 

There  is  another  ornament  of  his  country,  a  gentleman 
with  whom  I  have  the  honour  and  happiness  to  live  in 
the  most  familiar  habits,  of  whose  extra(»rdinary  talents 
fon  are  daily  witnesses,  but  whose  real  character,  (dis- 
figured by  calumny,  and  those  shameful  and  unfounded 
aspersions  which  flow  daily  bom  an  unrestrained  and 
licentious  press,)  is  yet  unknown  to  you.  Permit  me, 
impelled  l^  the  partndity  of  fi^iendship,  and  atiU  more 
fa^  a  zeal  for  trum,  to  s^w  to  you,  and  through  you  to 
his  couhtiy,  this  valuable  man  in  his  proper  colours, 
that  you  may  know  to  whom  to  look  for  asastance  in 
this  hour  of  peril  and  calamity.  To  dwell  on  the  shrewd^ 
ness  of  his  understanding,  on  the  liberalt^  of  his  exalt* 
ed  mind,  on  his  rapid  and  unerring  judgment,  on  lus 
convincing  and  overpowering  oratory,  were  tomispend 
your  time.  Of  his  talents  you  are  daily  witnesses :  you 
are  unanimous  admirers.  But  believe  me,  gentlemen, 
he  merits  not  your  iidmiraticm  only  ;  ho  is  deserving  of 
your  respect—of  your  most  afiectionate  regard  :  he  re- 
sembles not  those  splendid  pebbles  which  ingenious  in- 
dustry renders  ^tiering  at  a  distance,  but  y^x  lastse 
fiides  as  you  approach  them ;  like  the  genukie  diamond, 
he  is  more  briUismt  on  a  closer  uispecticm )  his^amiable 
qualities  are  as  oqptivatmg,  and  uncommon  as  hia  intd* 
lectual .  ones ;  those  of  his  heart  as  superior  to  thoae  of 
his  head.  Unlike  the  generality  of  mankind,  his  excel- 
lence is  more  apparent  to  those  who  see  him  in  his  ua 
^^uarded  moments ;  and,  in  defiance  of  the  levelling  max- 
im  of  Rochefoucault,  he  is  a  hero,  even  to  his  wlei  de 
chambre. 

Having  carried  hiseulo^m  on  these  three  gentlemen 
very  far,  sir  Charles  recurred  to  his  origuial  posi* 
tion, — ^dmt  our  army  was  sufficiently  numeroua,  if  wise- 
ly^ directed,  to  defend  our  |>resaBt  ^ssessions.  That 
u  it  was  ^een^ed  advisable  to  mcrease  it,  in  the  exhftust€4 
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Stale  of  the  finances^  in  his  opinion,  the  first  object  vnm 
aatnmyt  on  the  power  and  superiori^  of  which  the  ex* 
istence  of  thb  country  depended.  Sailors  were  moM 
wanted  than  soldiers  ;  good  counsellors  more  than  even 
sailors  ;  we  needed  not*  able-bodied  recruits,  but  able* 
niodcd  ministers,  who,  by  pn^^ly  employing  and  di« 
xecting  the  forces  of  £ngland,  would  render  the  burdien^ 
some  increase  of  them  unnecessary. 

On  that  ground  he  phjected  strragly  to  the  principle  of 
the  hill,  wluch  held  out  unheard-of  rewards  and  immu^ 
nities^  to  entice  the  labourer  from  the  plough,  and  the  mar 
aufiu^turer  from  the  loom,  to  increase  an  army,  the  enor* 
motts  expence  of  which  we  at  pesent  groaned  under. 


LORD  NORTH. 

Tbe  fioUowiny  Speech  it  a  moat  niaiterly  defence  of  himself,    ft  ii 
a  model  in  its  kmd. 


On  the  State  of  the  A^ation. 

I  AM  much  indebted  to  my  learned  friend,  the  attomer- 
general,  near  me,  for  the  very  favourable  sentiments  he 
hasMs  day  expressed  of  my  public  services  ;  much  more, 
I  f^,  than  I  have  any  pretensions  to.  On  that  subject  he 
has,  perhaps,  spoke  with  the  partiality  of  a  friend ;  on 
others,  he  has,  I  presume,  given  his  opinion  without  any 
such  bias.  But  now  much  soever  I  may  be  obliged  to 
the  learned  gentleman,  I  cannot  help  rising  on  the  pre* 
sent  occasion,  earnestly  wishing  to  vindicate  my  charac- 
ter against  the  genera)  and  specific  accusation  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Fox)  and 
likewise  to  assure  that  honourable  gentleman,  that 
my  present  situation,  sentiments,  and  mtentions,  will 
not  permit  me  to  accept  those  friendly  dispositions 
which  lie  has  been  so  kind  as  to  mix  with  the  general 
charges.     I  allude  to  the  admonitions  he  has  given  to 
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ckarget  beiog  gonend  and  unqoaMcd,  dnervf!  gone  an* 
mrtr.    He  hn  stated  tbem  whh  hii^  usaal  ability.    Hci 
has  preaaed  them  with  his  wodtedeloquenoe.    However 
unequal  I  may  be  to  the  hommrable  gentleman  m  tiM» 
two  reapects,  I  must  not  ^erefipre,  decline  the  vbdi* 
cation  of  my  dnracter^  if  I  am  conseioua  tke  justke 
of  my  cause  will  bear  me  out.    Without  that  support^  I 
^aa  convinced  of  my  own  mability  f  with  that  aof4>olt,  I 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  honourable  getttlenan'd 
doquence  and  ingenuity.    ,The  hon.  gentleiMti  has  tnu 
veiled  through  the  whote  of  my  mimatef  ial  condoct,  and 
candidly  imputes  all  the  m^glects  an4  blundors  of  adB|i«H 
nistration,  as  he  calls  them,  to  me.    By  his  acoount,  I 
have  enough  of  my  own  to  answer  for,  without  being 
compelled  to  bear  the  Uame  due  to  others ;  but  I  will 
tell  diat  gentleman,  that  %  do  nqt  mean  to  fly  from  that 
state  pf  responsibly  attached  to  myoffioe,  ner^tmi  the 
general  responsibility  which  I  am  bomid  to  with  others,  as 
pne  of  liis  majesty  ^s  confident^  servants*    If  the  honour* 
able  gentleman,  which  his  speech  would  indicate,  sup- 
poses me  to  be  first,  or  ioie  minister j  I  do  assure  ium 
ne  is  mistaken.     I  know  of  no  such  minister  in  this 
country,  and  do  therefore  hope  the  honourable  gentlemap 
will  consider  me  in  two  lights ;  namely,  a^  acting  at  the 
fiead  of  a  very  important  department,  where  I  ^know- 
ledge I  am  solely  answerable  fpr  whatever  is  transacted, 
and  as  acting  in  concert  with  others  in  \ds  majesty's  con- 
fidential councils. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  goqe  a  great  M^y  back, 
no  less  than  to  the  whole  of  my  conduct  since  I  got 
connected  with  the  board  at  which  I  have,  at  present, 
the  honour  to  preside.  I  found  the  affairs  of  this  coim^ 
try  in  great  confusion,  and  the  nation  in  a  fjsrment  (al- 
luding to  the  affair  of  the  Middlesex  election.)  I  tool^ 
a  share  in  government  when  embarrassed  by  a  strong 
factious  opposition,  who  I  thought,  as  I  still  doy  acted 
upon  mistaken  or  wrong  motives.  I  assisted  in  main* 
taming  government,  ^d  if  tlie  ciw^oi^rs  ciirrept  at  that 
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time  yfr&t  not  siieiioed,  they  nvere  tiendend  Sttrfiediial 
to  answer  lilepiii^Beahv  which  diey  f^  Tfao 

great  and  glorioos  victories  of  the  late  war,  and.our  ocm* 
feflsed  and  decided  soperiorhy  on  the  Mean»  treated  uat 
Attif  enemiei,  and  an  alarm  in  other  parts  of  £ur6pe  ; 
and  if  not  enn^ty,  at  least  coofaiess. 

France  and  Spaih,  snffisring  imder  the  di^race  of  aue^ 
oe9«i?e  ddiaats,  were  mortified  and  filled  with  reant-' 
meat,  and  looking  forward  to  retaliation.    The  eyes  g£ 
the  KM  of  £urope  were  dralni  fix)m  the  usnal  object  ot 
thefa*  jealousy,  tfie  bouse  of  Bourbon,  thus  felltn  and 
bumbled,  towards  our  growing  greatness.    The  qrstem 
trf'Eurofle,  at  the  time,  admitted  of  no  continental  alU^ 
aoces,  for  to  wlmt  end  could  they  have  been  directed  ? 
The  powers  of  the  north  were  friendlily  inclined^  and 
nothing  at  that  period,  gave  any  reason  to  counteract  any 
probable  or  possible  measures  which  might  be  entered 
into  by  the  house  of  Bourbon.     Such  was  the  state  and 
disposition  of  Europe,  when  America  unjustly,  and  with« 
out  {Mtivocation,  resisted  the  constitutional  claims  of  thia 
country,  and  refused  to  pay  that  obedience  which  it  waa 
bound  to  render  up  on  every  principle  of  jusltice ;  nay,  I 
might  go  farther,  and  add,  upon  every  motive  of  interest 
and  advantage.    Under  the  circumstances  I  have  de<i 
scribed,  we  were  obliged  to  enter  into  a  contest  witb 
rebellious  subjects.    I  shall  neither  take  blame  to  my« 
self,  nor  impute  any  to  others ;  but  before  we  had  it  in 
our  power  to  enforce  legal  govemmentf  France,  contnuy 
to  every  assurance,  and  every  principle  of  justice  and 
good  iaith,  traitorously  interfered  in  the  interval  in  the  go*^ 
vemment  of  the  British  Empire,  and  had  the  insoknce, 
not  only  to  prescribe  the  conduct  we  should  observe  to^ 
wanjs  our  own  subjects,  but  by  declaring  the  colonies  in« 
dependent,  endeavoured  to  sever  a  third  part  of  the  em* 
pire,  and  wrest  it  out  of  our  hands. 

The  honourable  gentleman  says.  Why  not  resign  at 
this — why  not  resign  at  that — why  not  resign  at  another 
peno4  ?  I  will  tell  the  honourable  gentleman,  why  I 
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tteillier  iSA^  nor  could  resign.    I  was  always  detmaked 
never  to  resign  as  long  as  his  majesty  thought  fit  to  ac- 
cept of  my  poor  services,  and  till  I  could  do  it  with 
honour*    Could  I  have  resigned  with  honour  when  Ame« 
nca  first  resisted  ?  I  answer,  no.    Could  I  have  re^ed 
with  honour  in  the  prosecution  of  the  American  wari 
while  the  event  of  that  war  was  yet  depending?  No. 
Could  I  have  resigned  with  honour  when  France  inter- 
fered and  acknowledged  American  independency  ?  Most 
certainly  not     And  ought  I  to  resign  at  this  period,  or 
could  I  do  it  with  honour  to  mysdf,  or  dischaige  my 
duty  to  my  country,  now  we  have  the  united  force  of 
the  house  of  Bourbon  to  contend  with  ?  I  am  perauadcd 
I  could  not.    My  language  has  always  been  uniformly 
the  same ;  never  to  resign  till  a  fit  person  was  found  to 
succeed  me.    I  have  not  heard  that  person  yet  pomted 
out,  nor  do  I  know  him.     I  am  well  convinced,  that 
many  persons  of  abilities,  infinitely  superior  to  mine, 
could  be  found.     I  know  no  man  mor^  fit,  in  some  re« 
spects,  than  the  honourable  gentleman  himself;  but  his 
abilities,  as  far  as  they  respect  me,  are  out  of  the  present 
question.    He  and  his  friends  think  differently  from  me 
on  matters  of  very  essential  importance.     I  hope  I  have 
as  great  a  reverence  for  the  constitution  as  that  gentle- 
man ;  but  his  ideas  are  not  perhaps  exactly  consonant  to 
mine  on  that  subject.     I  am  for  supporting  the  just  and 
constitutional  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  the  rights 
of  parliament,  according  to  the  best  of  my  own  judg- 
ment ;  and  upon  those  opinions  I  must  continue  to  act, 
and  can  never,  consequently,  consent  to  call  in  any  set  of 
men,  be  they  whom  they  may,  as  far  as  my  feeble  voice 
can  reach,  of  whose  political  doctrines  I  do  not  approve. 
The  good  of  my  country  and  my  own  honour,  there- 
fore, will  not  permit  me  to  follow  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's advice,  and  subscribe  to  his  opinion,  that  this  is 
the  proper  time  for  me  to  resign.     The  honourable  gen- 
tleman, after  reprobating  the  whole  of  my  public  con^ 
duct,  is  pleased  to  hold  out  several  strong  indvccvents 
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to  me  to  retire  from  public  business.  He  offers  me  a 
full  indemnity  for  all  my  past  crimes  and  transffressionSy 
as  a  public  man :  for  which  I  am  greatly  indebted  to 
him,  though,  unfortunately,  I  cannot,  or  will  not  fol<* 
low  the  advice  thus  given.  He  desires  me  to  retire  with 
^t plunder  1  have  amassed.  (Mr.  Foxl — Hot pbmder 
but  Jar  tune.)  He  says  in  order  to  save  his  country^ 
in  which  resignation  is  included,  that  he  would  con* 
sent  to  let  me,  though  a  state  criminal,  escape  with  im- 
punity  ;  but  he  has  coupled  this  very  generous  offer  with 
a  threat.  He  added,  if  I  should  not  retire  after  this 
wholesome  and  friendly  warning,  that  I  must  expect,  in 
case  of  future  disasters,  to  be  brought  to  public  judg* 
ment,  and  to  exemplary  and  condign  punishment. 

The  honourable  gentleman^s  advice  is  generous  and 
friendly  ;  his  threat  is  accompanied  with  openness,  and 
is  candid  and  manly.  He  has  given  me  my  option,  and 
he  will  permit  me  to  take  it.  Hut,  in  the  finit  place,  as 
I  am  conscious  of  no  crime,  I  cannot,  from  any  motive 
of  common  sense  or  common  prudence,  accept  of  the 
proflfered  indemnity :  neither  can  I,  from  the  same  rea- 
son fear  a  public  trial,  or  die  consequences,  of  ^ilt,  the 
threatened  punishment  denounced,  in  order  to  tenify 
me  into  a  resignation^ 

On  the  contrary,  there  is  nothing  at  a  proper  dme,  I 
more  ardently  desire  than  a  public  trial ;  nor  any  thing 
I  leas  fear  than  public  punishment.  I  have  been  pub* 
licly  accused  in  this  house,  in  the  face  of  the  nation ; 
justice  requires  that  I  should  be  indulged  with  an  on* 
portonity  of  exculpating  myself.  I  shall  insist  upon  tne 
exercise  of  that  justice  :  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  refused. 
I  shall  and  must  be  tried,  be  the  event  of  the  present 
measures  what  they  may.  So  that,  however  well  intended 
the  honourable  gentleman's  oSer  may  have  been,  his 
fiivour  of  indemnity  and  impunity  would  amount  to  ac- 
tual punishment,  and  his  threats  of  future  trial  would  be 
to  me  the  greatest  favour  it  is  in  his  power  to  confer. 
The  honourable  gentleman  bas»  indeedp  held  me  forth 
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in  a  new  point  of  view  this  day.  He  fU'eninies  that 
JFrance^  SfKun,  and  I,  are  die  only  foes  this  coaflftry  lias 
at  present  to  combat.  The  people  .of  Amierica  are  our 
fifc^&st  fiiends  :  and  were  I  removed  from  my  present 
aituation^  a  per&ct  unanimity^  he  says  would  take  place 
imroed^ately,  and  every  heart  and  hand  in  the  kiA^om 
would  instantly  unite  in  the  common  defence,  and  in  in^ 
fliodng  that  spiecies  of  chastbement  on  the  whole  house 
of  Bourbout  which  it  has  so  justly  merited^  for  its  per* 
fidious  and  ambitious  conduct. 

I  wish  I  was  as  well  convinced  of  the  truth  of  his 
opinioi>  as  the  honourable  gentleman*  I  do  assure  him, 
if  I  was,  the  former  power  and  glory  of  this  country 
would  hft  soon  restor^  and  upon  terms  vHch  would 
appear  to  me  extremely  cheap  ;  I  mean,  my  immediate 
resignation,  and  the  consequent  wel&re  aiiKd  prosperity 
0f  my  coqntry.  Nay,  I  would  make  leal  aacrifi^ts,  in 
aoder  to  piooure  so  desirable  an  event ;  I  would  instantly 
apply  for  banishment,  and  while  I  lamented,  or  rather 
fielt,  in  some  unguarded  moment  for  my  immediate  situ- 
ation, I  would  be  a  thousand  times  over  repaid  i&  di« 
hixurious  reflection,  that  by  my  proscription  I  had  pur« 
chased  the  aalvation  pf  my  country,  and  restpred  it  once 
more  to  its  former  state  and  dignity* 
"^  Uxmcmsft  to  refaum  to  the  mere  matter  of  neaignatf on, 
I  }yeg  leave  to  imprests  th^se  facts  on  the  hoDoomble 
gentleman.  It  is  well  known  that  J  aoc«pled  of  my  pie« 
aent  sitnation  with  great  reluctance ;  thatlhave  remained 
in  it  mudi  against  tey  awn  good  judgment  and  liking : 
that  I  fteLindie  same  manner  at  the  instant  I  am  speak* 
ing  {  and  when  tbie  period  airires,  that  I.can  resign  with 
honomrf  to  myself,  and  consistent  with  the  duty  I  owe  to 
my  sovereign  and  my  country,  I  shall  quit  my  present 
ofice  wkh  singular  satis&ctiop. 

The  honoHcablc  gentkman  has  spoken  of  the  fortune 
which  ha  presumes  I  liave  amassed  since  my  eaunng 
into  oflloe.  I  thought  it  was  plundered:  but  I  beg  the 
honourable  gentleman's  pardon^  for  he  has  exjd^ned  it 
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otherwUe*  Aa6ther  honoufable  gentleman^  over  the 
.way,  s^id  yesterday  evening  in  debate,  that  tlie  British 
cabinet  had  been  bought  and  sqld  ;  so  far  as  the  ohargQ 
applies  to  pecuniary  matters,  a  very  few  word»  will,  ( 
trust,  satisfy  the  house. 

When  I  came  into  office  my  private  fortune  w^  not 
very  considerable  ;  and  I  can  affirm,  be  it  what  it  might 
then,  whenever  I  quit  my  present  situation,  now  or  at 
any  future  period,  I  shall  not  be  ripher.  That^  I  presume, 
if  my  assertion  gains  credit,  is  a  full  answer  to  the 
charge  of  my  amassing  a  fortune,  so  far  as  the  charge 
BBay  be  supposed  to  affect  or  be  applicable  to  me,  of  the 
British  cabinet  having  been  bought  or  sold. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  laboured  a  great  deal 
to  ^ew  how  culpable  ministers  have  been  for  mit  securt 
lag  aiUances  on  the  continent ;  for  my  part,  as  applica- 
ble to  our  insular  situation,  and  the  general  state  of 
Europe,  I  was  not  able  to  perceive,  t^t  any  eligible 
alliance  presented  itself  ia  Europe,  but  one  with  Russia ; 
and  if  matters  had  npt  suddenly  presented  an  unex- 
pected appearance,  an  alliance  of  that  kind  might  pro- 
bably have  taken  place.  The  situation  of  affiura  was 
this :  an  armistice,  or  truce,  had  taken  place  between 
Russia  and  the  Porte.  While  the  final  setdement  of 
the  respective  claims  of  the  two  courts  was  depending, 
it  was  the  interest  of  Russia  to  stand  weli  with  the  court 
of  London,  on  account  of  Great  Britain  having  it  in 
her  power  to  give  her  succour  and  protection  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. In  this  state  of  affairs  the  French  minister 
at  Constantinople  was  fixed  upon  as  the  common  media- 
tor between  the  negociating  powers.  The  consequence 
of  this  mediation  between  the  Porte  and  the  court  of 
Petersburgh  was,  a  final  adjustment  of  all  their  differences* 
The  court  of  Petersburgh  having  no  farther  point  to  car- 
ry  in  the  Mediterranean,  had  no  motives  to  enter  Jnto 
an  alliance  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  which  might 
agaio^  perhaps,  from  secret  engagements  between  France 
and  the  Porte,  involve  her  in  another  vinar  with  the  last 
mentioned  power. 

Vol,  II.  2S 
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I  have  one  word  more  to  add,  and  that  b  respectkig 
the  distribution  of  our  force.  The  honourable  gentle- 
inan  has  condemned  k  in  the  lump  and  in  detail,  I  do 
not  pretend  to  oppose  my  opinion  to  that  of  professional 
men,  but  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  determine,  it  appears  to 
mie,  uninstructed  and  uninformed  as  I  am,  that  neglect-i 
ing  our  distant  dependencies  would  amount  to  a  surren<» 
der  of  all  our  distant  possessions.     The  clear  conse- 

3ueoce  of  which  must  be,  that  of  our  being  shut  up  in 
lis  island,  merely  to  resist  conquest  and  foreign  domi*. 
nion.  I  presume  no  honourable  gentleman  present 
would  wish  to  risk  every  thing  upon  so  hazardous  an 
^vent.  It  can  therefore  in  my  apprehension,  require  very 
little  argument  to  prove,  that  we  should  not,  in  the  early 
stages  of  a  trying  contest,  adopt  measures,  which,  if 
proper  In  any  exigency,  Ought  to  be  resorted  to  only  in 
the  very  last  extremity. 

His  lordship  pursued  this  amument  for  some  time. 
He  said,  that  the  land  force,  mihtia,  and  regulars,  were 
equal  to  the  defence  of  the  island  $  and  instead  of  despon« 
dency,  that  our  force  in  America,  should  France  and 
Spain  endeavour  to  preserve  a  superiority  in  Europe, 
held  out  fair  prospects  of  success  :  if  not,  that  we  should 
be  able  to  spar^  sufficient  detachments  to  secure  zxk 
f  auality,  if  not  a  superiority,  in  that  part  of  the  Vorld% 
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He  observed,  that  he  had  seen  very  early,  in  the  pre. 
sent  reign,  the  plan  of  government  which  had  been  laid 
down,  and  since  invariably  pursued  in  every  departmenU 
It  was  not  the  mere  rumour  of  the  streets,  that  the  king 
was  (lis  own  ixihiister  ;  the  fetal  tr^t^l  was  eyi^ent;^  w^ 
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had  made  itself  visible  in  every  cireumstaDiie  tytthe  wai" 
carried  on  against  America  and  the  west  Indies.  There 
was  not  the  least  intelligence  in  the  West  Indies  percept 
tible  between  the  king's  ofl^cersf  intlie  most  kindred  de«> 

Eartments.  tiad  not  all  such  intelligence  been  destroyed 
y  an  invisible  cabinet  influence,  could  it  ever  have  hap« 
peaed,  it  was  asked,  that  there  should  be  in  one  of  our 
lately  c^tured  islands  one  hundred  and  fifty  piecesojf 
ordnance,  and  only  forty  men  to  work  them  ?  Could 
there  have  been  in  one  place  cannon  without  balls,  and 
in  another  balls  without  cannon  ?  In  short,  could  mere 
Ignorance  in  ministers  produce  of  itself  so  many  com- 
plicated blunders  as  were  furnished  by  the  last  seven 
years,  to  render  the  present  reign  the  most  disgraceful 
period  in  the  annals  of  this  country  f  The  doctrine  that 
the  king  was  his  own  minister,  was  now  denied  by  the 
members  of  administration  i  but  it  was  propagated  by 
their  followers.  It  was  a  doctrine  highly  dangerods  to 
the  constitution,  as  it  tended  to  take  resp<Mxsibility  from 
the  shoulders  of  the  ministers,  and  place  it  on  a  person-^ 
age,  who,  it  was  supposed,  could  do  no  wrong,  and 
who  could  not  be  called  to  account.  However,  he  ob- 
served,  that  though,  in  general^  the  evils  of  a  reign  are 
attributed  to  the  wicked  counsels  of  an  abandoned  mi». 
nistry;  yet,  when  these  evils  reach  a  certain  heighti 
mmbters  are  forgotten,  and  the  prince  alone  is  punished* 
Thus  it  Was  with  the  royal  house  of  Stuart :  Charles  and 
his  son  James  had  both  wicked  ministers,  to  whom,  no 
doubt,  the  errors  of  their  reig^is  ought  to  be  chiefly 
ascribed ;  and  yet  they  themselves  were  punished^  the  one 
by  the  loss  of  life,  the  othef  of  his  crown.  This  should 
be  a  lesson  to  sovereigns,  and  teach  them  to  check  their 
ministers,  and  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  blindly  led  by 
them ;  as  they  themselves  may,  in  the  end*  instead  ot 
their  ministers,  bear  the  whole  weight  of  the  people's 
indignation*  There  was  not,  he  believed^  in  the  whole 
history  of  this  country,  a  period  that  resembled  the 
present,  excei)t  the  reign  of  the  unfortunate  Henry  VL 
His  family,  like  that  of  his  present  tbajesty,  did  noC 
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dflital  the  crown  as  theit*  hereditar}'  right ;  it  ^as  by  re- 
volutions  they  both  obtsdned  it.  Henry  was  an  amiable 
and  pious  prince  ;  to  was  his  present  majesty.  Henry 
was  the  son  of  die  most  renowned  monarch  that  ever 
sat  up<m  the  British  throne ;  Geoi^  was  the  grandson  of 
a  hero.  Henry  lost  all  his  father^s  conquests,  and  all  Yua 
hereditary  provinces  in  France :  George  has  already  seen 
the  conquests  of  his  grand&ther  wrested  from  him  in 
die  West  Indies,  and  his  hereditary  provinces  of  Ame- 
rica erected  into  an  empire  that  disclaimed  all  connexion. 
His  majesty  had  set  out  in  life  with  the  brightest  pro- 
spects that  a  young  prince  could  have  desired.  He  was 
oossessed  of  immense  dominions,  and  the  warmest  af- 
ibctions  of  his  people.  But  how  unhappily  was  the  scene 
now  reversed  !  His  empire  was  dismembered,  his  coun- 
cils distracted,  and  his  people^s  attachment  to  his  person 
much  lessened.  He  said,  he  only  spoke  within  doors 
the  language  that  was  held  without ;  the  people  were 
beginning  to  murmur,  and  their  patience  was  not  unli- 
mited.  They  would  at  last  do  themselves  justice ;  there 
certainly  would  be  insurrections ;  and  though  it  was  im- 
possible that  die  Calamities  that  would  attend  them  could 
be  justified,  or  compensated  by  any  good  that  could  be 
obtained  by  them,  yet  they  would  certainly  take  place. 

Admiral  Keppel  asserted,  that  no  such  protection 
had  been  given  to  our  trade  as  was  affirmed  by  the  mi- 
nistry ;  and  that  if  the  enemy  had  not  succeeded  in  their 
designs,  their  failure  could  not  be  attributed  to  the  ope- 
rations of  our  fleet.  He  said,  that  two  old  ships  hardly 
fit  for  service,  were  the  paltry  reinforcement,  to  obtain 
which  a  British  fleet  was  ordered  to  run  from  tfie  enemy, 
oflfering  them  battle  on  their  own  coasts.  He  maintained* 
that  the  national  flag  had  been  disgrated,  the  courage  of 
cur  seamen  damped,  and  the  professional  honour  of  our 
officers  degraded  ;  and  declared  that  he  should  vote 
for  the  removal  of  those  weak  or  wicked  counsellors^ 
who  had  led  us,  imperceptibly,  and  by  degrees,  to  the 
present  state  of  calamity,  humiliation,  and  national  dis- 
tress. 
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[Some  observations  which  fell  from  Mr.  Fox^  relative 
to  Mr,  Adam,  a  Scotch  gentleman^  and  member  fen* 
Gatton,  in  the  debate  on  the  address  to  his  majesty,  oc- 
casioned a  duel  between  those  two  gentlemen.    Mr. 
Adam,  who  had  formerly  voted  with  the  exposition,  in 
that  debate  assigned  sundry^  reasons  for  chaiaging  sides, 
and  voting  with  the  numstry ;  which  were  ridiculed  by 
Mr.  Fox,  m  a  strain  of  very  poignant  satire.   Mr.  Adam 
aeeitied  much  hurt  by  this  attach,  andatiU  more  with  an 
account  cS  it  which  was  puUidied  in  the  news-papers ; 
and  dierdbre  called  upon  Mr.  Fox  to  contradict  the 
account  given  in  the  public  prints :  but  Mr.  Fox  refusing 
to  do  this,  a  dud  ensued  between  him  and  Mr.  Adam, 
in  which  the  former  was  wounded,  but  not  danger* 
ously.3 
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The  following  speech  is  perhaps  the  fidrest  Apedmen  t  could 
y^ve  of  Mr.  Burke's  various  talents  as  a  speaker ;  his  wisdom^  his 
imagination*  his  wil»  and  playfulness  of  fancy.  The  subject  itself  is 
liot  the  most  interesting,  nor  does  it  admit  of  that  weight  and  close* 
ness  of  reasoning  which  he  displayed  on  other  occasions.  But  there 
is  no  single  speech  which  csan  convey  a  salisfactory  idea  of  his  pow« 
.  ers  of  mind :  to  do  hifn  justice*  it  would  be  necessary  to  quote  ail 
his  works ;  the  only  specimen  of  Burke  is,  all  that  he  wrote.  With 
respect  to  most  other  speakers,  a  specimen  is  generally  enough,  of 
more  than  enough.  When  you  are  acquainted  with  their  manneri 
mnd  see  what  proficiency  they  have  made  in  the  mechamcal  exercisey 
of  their  profession,  with  what  facility  they  can  borrow  a  simile,  or 
round  a  period,  how  dexterously  they  can  argue,  and  object,  and  re« 
join,  you  are  satisfied  ;  there  is  no  other  difference  in  their  speeches 
than  what  arises  from  the  difference  of  the  subjects.  But  this  was 
not  the  case  with  Burke.  He  brought  his  subjects  along  with  him  ; 
he  drew  his  materials  from  himself.  The  only  limits  which  circiim« 
scribed  his  variety  were  the  stores  of  his  own  mind.  His  stock  of 
ideas  did  npt  consist  of  a  few  meagre  &cts,  meagrely  stated,  of  half 
a  dozen  common-places  tortured  in  a  thousand  different  ways :  but 
his  mine  of  wealth  was  a  profound  understanding,  inexhausdble  as 
the  human  heart,  and  various  as  the  sources  of  nature  He  there* 
fore  enriched  every  subject  to  which  he  applied  himself,  and  new 
subjects  were  only  the  occasions  of  calling  forth  fresh  powers  of 
mind  which  had  not  been  before  exerted.  It  would  therefore  be  in 
vain  to  look  for  the  proof  of  his  powers  in  any  one  of  his  speeches 
or  writings :  they  all  contidn  some  additional  proof  of  power.  In 
speaking  of  Buriie,  then,  I  shall  speak  of  the  whole  compass  and  cir* 
cuit  of  Ills  mind— -not  of  that  small  part  or  section  of  him  which  I 
have  been  able  to  give  :  to  do  othennse  would  be  like  the  story  of 
the  man  who  put  the  brick  in  his  pocket,  thinkmg  to  shew  it  as  the 
model  of  a  house.  I  have  been  able  to  manage  pretty  well  with  re« 
spect  to  all  my  other  speakers,  and  curtailed  them  down  without  re* 
morse.  ^  It  was  easy  to  reduce  them  within  certain  limits,  to  fix 
their  spirit,  and  condense  their  variety  ;  by  having  a  certain  quantity 
given,  you  might  infer  all  the  rest ;  it  was  only  the  same  thing  over 
again.  But  who  can  bind  Proteus,  or  confine  the  roving  flight  of 
genius  ? 
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B\irke*s  writings  are  better  than  his  speeches,  and  indeed  hi» 
speeches  are  writings.  But  he  seemed  to  feel  himself  more  at  ease^ 
to  have  a  fuller  possession  of  his  faculties  in  addressing  the  public, 
tiian  in  addressing  the  house  of  commons.  Burke  was  tvUed  into 
public  life :  and  he  seems  to  have  been  prouder  of  this  new  dignitjr 
than  became  so  great  a  man.  For  this  reason,  most  of  his  speeches 
have  a  sort  of  parliamentary  preamble  to  them :  there  is  an  air  of  af-^ 
fected  modesty,  and  ostentatious  trifling  in  them :  he  seems  fond 
of  coqueting  with  the  house  of  commons,  and  is  perpetually  calling 
the  speaker  out  to  dance  a  minute  with  lum,  before  he  begins.  There 
is  also  something  like  an  attempt  to  stimulate  the  superficial  duhiess 
of  his  hearers  by  exciting  their  surprise,  by  running  into  eztrava- 
gance :  and  he  sometimes  demeans  himself  by  condescending  to 
what  may  be  considered  as  bordeting  too  much  upon  buffoonery,  for 
the  amusement  of  the  company.  Those  lines  of  Milton  were  ad** 
mirably  applied  to  him  by  some  one  ^  The  elephant  to  make  them 
sport  wreathed  his  proboscis  lithe.*'  The  truth  is,  that  he  was  out 
of  his  place  in  the  house  of  commons ;  he  was  eminently  qualified 
to  shine  as  a  man  of  genius,  as  the  instructor  of  mairidnd,  as  the 
brightest  luminary  of  his  age  :  but  he  had  nothing  in  common  with 
that  motley  crew  of  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses.  He  could  not 
be  said  to  be  <*  native  and  endued  unto  that  element.*'  He  was  above 
it ;  and  never  appeared  like  himself,  but  when,  forgetful  of  the  idle 
clamours  of  party,  and  of  the  little  views  of  little  men,  he  appealed 
to  his  country,  and  the  enlightened  judgment  of  mankind, 

I  am  not  gcnng  to  make  an  idle  panegyric  on  Burke  (he  has  no 
need  of  it ;)  but  I  cannot  help  looking  upon  him  as  the  chief  boast 
and  ornament  of  the  English  house  of  commons.'  What  has  been 
said  of  him  is,  I  think,  strictly  true,  that  ^  he  was  the  most  eloquent 
man  of  his  time  :  his  wtsdom  was  greater  than  his  eloquence.'*  The 
onlv  public  man  that  in  my  opinion  can  be  put  in  any  competition 
with  htm,  is  lord  Chatham  :  and  he  moved  in  a  sphere  so  very  re« 
mote,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  compare  them*.  But  though 
it  would  periiaps  be  difficult  to  determine  which  of  them  excelled 
moat  in  his  particular  way,  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  more  easy 
than  to  pmnt  out  in  what  their  peculiar  excellences  connsted.  They 
were  in  every  respect  the  reverse  of  each  other.  Chatham's  elo- 
quence was  popular :  his  wisdom  was  altogether  plain  and  practicaL 
Burke's  eloquence  was  that  of  the  poet ;  of  the  man  of  high  and  un« 
bounded  fancy  :  his  wisdom  was  profouod  and  contemplative.  Chat- 
ham's eloquence  was  calculated  to  make  men  act  i  Burke's  was  cal- 
culated to  make  them  thinks  Chatham  could  have  roused  the  fiiry  of  a 
snultitude,  and  wielded  their  physical  energy  as  he  pleased  :  Burke's 
eloquence  carried  convicdon  into  the  mind  of  the  retired  and  lonely 
student,  opened  the  recesses  of  the  human  breast,  and  lighted  up  the 
face  of  nature  around  him.  Chatham  supplied  hu  hearers  with  mo- 
tives u>  immediate  action :  Burke  fumbhed  them  with  rtofwu  for 
fkTiion  which  might  have  little  effect  upon  them  at  the  time,  but  for 
^h|ch  ^tj  wo^ld  ^  the  wiser  and  belter  all  their  lives  afti{i6i 
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In  rdseareh,  in  origlmdit^,  in  Yiriotf  of  knowledge*  i|i  riclmesi  of 
invendott)  in  depth  and  oompreheniion  of  mindi  BuAe  iiad  ai 
much  the  advai^age  of  lord  Gfaalfaam  as  he.  waa  excelled  by 
him  in  plain  oommon  se&Mf  in  etran^  S^tSaa^  in  steadiness  of  pur* 
pose«  in  Tehemence^  in  wannthf  in  enthuuesmt  and  energy  of 
inind.  Burke  was  the  nHn  of  genius^  of  fine  aenie^  and  sxibtle 
reasoning ;  Chatham  ivav  •  nan  of  clear  underatandingt  of  strong 
fien8e»  and  vblent  passions.  Barked  mind  was  satisfied  with  specu* 
lation  ;  Clmtham's  was  esaenlially  aeUve :  it  could  not  rest  without 
an  object.  The  power  which  govemed  Burke's  mind  was  his  lma> 
gmation ;  that  which  gave  its  tn^fm  to  Chatham's  was  WiiL  The 
•one  was  almost  the  creature  of  pure  intellect^  the  other  of  physical 
temperament* 

There  are  two  very  dlfibr^t  ends  which  a  man  of  gemus  may  pro- 
pose to  hunself  either  in  writing  or  speakiogy  and  wluch  wiU  accord* 
ingty  give  Mrth  to  very  dtflR^Mnt  styles.  He  can  have  but  one  of 
these  two  objects  ;  either  to  oirichf  or  strengthen  the  mind ;  either 
to  ftimish  us  with  new  ideas^  to  lead  the  mind  into 'new  trains  of 
thought)  to  which  it  was  before  uauaed>  and  which  it  was  incapahJe  of 
vtriking  out  for  itself;  or  else  to  collect  and  embody  what  we  already 
ki»w,  to  rivet  our  old  impressiens  more  deq>ly ;  to  make  what  was 
4)efore  phdn  stiD  plainer,  and  to  give  to  that  whioh  was  frnailiar  all  the 
-effect  of  nofelty.  In  the  one  case  we  recrive  an  acoesaion  to  the 
stock  of  our  ideas ;  in  the  other,  an  additional  degree  of  life  and  en* 
ergy  is  infused  into  them :  our  thoughts  continve  to  flow  in  the  same 
channels,  but  their  pulse  is  quickened  and  invigorated.  I  do  not 
Imow  how  to  distin^ish  these  different  styles  better  than  by  caUiog 
them  severally  the  mtentive  and  refined,  or  the  impressive  and  vigor- 
ous styles.  It  is  only  the  subject  matter  of  eloquence,  however,  which 
is  allowed  to  be  remote  or  obscure.  The  things  in  themselves  may 
be  subtle  and  recondite,  but  they  must  be  dragged  out  of  their  obacu- 
•rity  and  brought  struggling  to  the  light ;  they  must  be  rendered  plain 
s;nd  palpable,  (as  far  as  it  is  in  the  wit  of  man  to  do  so)  or  they  are  no 
longer  ehxiuence.  That  wluch  by  iu  natural  impenetrabitity,  and  hi 
spite  of  every  effort,  remains  dark  andcfifficult,  which  is  impervious  to 
every  ray,  on  which  the  imagination  can  shed  no  lustra,  which  can  be 
clothed  with  no  beauty,  is  not  a  subject  for  the  orator  or  poet.  At  the 
same  time  it  cannot  be  expected  that  abstract  truths  or  profound  ob* 
servations  should  ever  be  placed  in  the  same  strong  anddazaling  points 
of  view  as  natural  objects  and  mere  matters  of  &ct.  It  is  enough  if 
they  receive  a  reflex  and  borrowed  luatre,  like  that  which  cheers  the 
Unt  dawn  of  morning,  where  the  effect  of  surprise  and  novelty  gilds 
every  object  and  the  joy  of  beholding  another  world  gradually  emerg- 
ing out  of  the  gloom  of  night,  **  a  new  creation  rescued  from  hia 
reip^n,"  fills  the  mind  with  a  sober  rapture.  Philosophical^Ioquence 
is  in  Writing  what  chiaro  $curo  is  in  painting  ;  he  would  be-  a  fool 
who  should  object  that  the  colours  in  the  shaded  part  of  a  picture 
-were  not  so  bright  as  those  on  the  opposite  side  ;  the  eve  of  the  ooa- 
asi   enr  seceives  ^  equal  delight  from  both,  balaactng  the  ifxA 
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of  briUiancf  ttnd  efTect  with  the  gteater  delicacy  of  the  tintSi  and 
difficuhy  of  the  ezecutioQ.  In  judging  of  BurkCf  therefore,  we  are. 
to  consider  first  the  style  of  el6quence  which  he  adopted,  and  se^ 
condly  the  effects  which  he  prodneed  with  it*  If  he  did  not  produce 
the  same  effects  on  Tulgar  minds,  as  some  others  hare  done,  it  was 
not  for  want  of  power,  b^t  from  the  turn  and  direction  of  the  mind*« 
It  was  because  his  subjects,  lus  ideas,  his  arguments,  were  less  vul« 
gar.  The  question  is  not  whether  he  brought  certain  truths  equally 
Aomf  to  118,  but  how  much  nearer  he  brought  them  than  they  werat 
before.  In  my,  opinion,  he  united  the  two  extremes  of  refinement 
and  strength  in  a  higher  degree  than  any  other  writer  whatever. 

The  subtlety  of  his  .mihd,  was  undoubtedly  that  which  rendered 
Barke  a  less  popuho*  writer  and  speaker  than  he  otherwise  would  have 
been.  It  weakened  the  impression  of  his  obsenrations  upon  othersy 
but  I  cannot  admit  that  it  weakened  thebbservations  themselves ;  that 
it  took  any  thing  from  their  real  weight  and  solidity.  Coarse  minds 
think  all  that  is  subtle,  fotte  i  that  because  it  is  not  gross  and 
obvious  and  palpable  to  the  senses,  it  is  therefore  light  and  frivolouSf 
and  oC  no  importance  in  the  real  affairs  of  life  ;  thus  making  their  own 
confined  understan^tings  the  measure  of  truth,  and  supposing  t^t 
Caterer  they  do  not  distinctly  perceive  is  nothing.  Seneca,  who 
xyas  not  cttt  of  the  vulgar,  also  says,  that  subtle  truths  are  those  which 
have  the  least  substance  in  them,  and  consequently  approach  nearest 
to  non-entity*  But  for  my  own  part  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
most  important  troths  must  be  the  most  refined  and  subtle ;  for  that 
very  reason,  that  they  must  comprehend  a  greet  number  of  piurticulars, 
and  instead  of  referring  to  any  distinct  or  positive  fiict,  must  point 
out  the  combined  effects  of  an  extensive  chain  of  causes,  operating 
gradually,  remotely,  and  collectively,  and  therefore  imperceptibly. 
Oeneral  principles  are  not  the  less  true  or  important  because  from 
their  nature  they  elude  immediate  observation ;  they  are  like  the  sdr, 
which  is  not  the  less  necessary  becauae  we  neither  see  nor  feel  it,  or 
like  that  secret  influence  which  binds  the  world  together^and  holds  the 
planets  in  their  orfaita»  The  very  same  persons,  who  ue  the  most 
forward  to  laugh  at  aU  systematic  reasoning  as  idle  and  impertinent, 
you  will  the  next  moment  hear  exclaiming  bitterly  against  the-balefiil 
effects  of  new-fongled  systems  of  philos^hy,  or  gravely  descanting 
on  the  immense  importance  of  instilling  sound  .principles  of  morality 
into  the  mind.  It  would  not  be  a  bold  conjecture,  but  an  obvious 
truism  to  say,  that  all  the  great  cfahngee  which  have  been  brought 
about  in  the  moral  worid,  either  for  the  better  or  worse,  have  been  in- 
troduced not  by  tide  bare  statement  of  fiicts,  which  are  things  already 
known,  and  which  must  always  operate  nearly  in  the  same  manner, 
but  by  the  developement  of  certain  opinions  and  abstract  principles  of 

*  For  instance  :  he  produced  less  effect  on  the  mob  that  compose 
the  En^sh  House  of  Commons  than  Chatham  or  Fox,  or  even  Pitt ; 
and  he  produced  less  effect  on  the  mob  that  compose  the  Engfltsh 
Public  than  Paine  or  Joel  Barlow,  at  least  at  the  time. 
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reasoning^  on  life  and  manners,  on  the  origin  of  locietjr  and  man's  na- 
ture in  general,  which  being  obscure  and  uncertaiUy  vary  from  time 
to  time,  and  produce  correspondent  changes  in  the  human  mind. 
They  are  the  wholesome  dew  and  ndn,  or  the  mildew  and  pestilence 
that  silently  destroy.  To  this  principle  of  generalization  aH  religious 
creedS)  the  institutions  of  wise  lawgivers,  and  the  systems  of  phHo- 
aophers,  owe  their  influence. 

It  has  always  been  with  me  a  test  of  the  sense  and  candour  of  any 
one  belonging  to  the  opposite  party,  whether  he  allowed  Qnrke  to  be 
a  great  man.    Of  all  the  persons  of  this  description  diat  I  have  ever 
known,  I  never  met  with  above  one  or  two  who  would  make 
this  concession  ;  whether  it  was  that  party  feelings  ran  too  high  to 
admit  of  any  real  candour,  or  whether  it  was  owing  to  an  esaentsil 
vulgarity  in  their  habits  of  thinking,  they  all  seemed  to  be  cf 
opinion  tliat  he  was  a  wild  enthusiast,  or  a  hollow  soplust,  who 
was  to  be  answered  by  bits  of  fiicts,  by  smart  logic,  by  shrewd  ques* 
tions,  and  idle  songs.  They  looked  upon  him  as  a  man  of  disordered 
intellects,  because  he  reasoned  in  a  style  to  Wliich  they  h^  not  been 
used,  and  which  confounded  their  dim  preceptions.   If  you  said  that 
though  you  differed  with  him  in  sentiment,  yet  you  thou^t  him  an 
lidmirable  reasoner,  and  a  close  observer  of  huitoan  nature,  you  wd:^ 
answered  with  a  loud  laugh,  and  some  hackneyed  quotation.  ^  Alaa  I 
Leviathan  was  not  so  tamed  !*'  They  did  not  know  whom  they  had 
to  contend  with.    -  The  comer  stone,  which  the  builders  rejected, 
became  the  head^omer,'  though  to  the  Jews  a  stumbling  blodc,  and 
tb  the  Greeks  foolishmiss  ;  ibr  indeed  I  cannot  discover  that  he  waa 
much  better  understood  by  those  of  his  own  party,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  little  a£finity  there  is  between  his  mode  of  reaaomng,  and 
theirs.     The  simple  clue  to  aH  his  reasonings  on  this  subject  is,  I 
think,  as  follows.  He  did  not  agree  with  some  writers,  that  that  mode 
of  government  is  necessarily  the  best  which  is  the  cheapest.  He  saw 
in  Sie  construction  of  society  other  principles  at  work,  and  other  capa<> 
cities  of  fulfilling  the  desires,  and  perfecting  the  nature  of  man,  be* 
«ides  those  of  securing  the  equal  enjoyment  of  the  means  of  animal 
life,  and  doing  this  at  as  little  expence  as  possible.    He  thought  tliat 
the  wants  and  happiness  of  man  were  not  to  be  providdl  for,  as  wr 
provide  for  those  of  a  herd  of  cattle,  merely  by  attendngto  their  phy« 
sical  necessities.    He  thought  more  nobly'  of  liis  fellows.    He  knew 
that  map  had  affections  and  pasnons  and  powers  of  imagination,  as 
well  as  hunger  and  thirst  and  the  sense  of  and  hekt  and  cold.    He 
took  his  idea  of  political  society  from  the  pattern  of  private  fife,  widi- 
Ing  as  he  himself  expresses  it,  to  incorporate  the  domestic  charities 
with  the  orders  of  the  state,  and  to  blend  them  together.    He  strove 
to  establish  an  analogy  between  the  compact  that  Innds  together  the 
community  at  large,  and  that  which  binds  together  the  several  fami- 
lies that  compose  it.    He  knew  that  the  rules  that  form  the  basis  of 
prWate  morality  are  not  founded  in  reason,  that  is,  in  the  abstract 
properties  of  those  things  which  are  the  subjects  of  them,  but  in  Ae 
nature  of  man,  and  his  capacity  of  being  affected  by  certain  ttdngi 
from  haUti  from  imag^natiQQi  and  acntiment^  as  well  as  ftom  reason* 
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Thus,  tbe  reason  urbj  a  man  ought' to  be  attached  to  his  wife  and 
children  is  not,  surely,  that  they  are  better  than  others,  (for  in  this 
case  eyery  one  else  ought  to  be  of  the  same  opinion}  but  because  he 
must  he  chiefly  interested  in  those  things  which  are  nearest  to  him, 
and  with  which  he  is  best  acquainted,  since  his  understanding  cannot 
reach  equally  to  every  thing  ;  because  he  must  be  most  attached  to 
those  objects  which  he  has  known  the  longest,  and  which  by  their 
tituation  have  actually  affected  him  the  most,  not  those  which  in 
themselves  are  the  most  affecting,  whether  they  have  ever  made  anf 
impression  on  him  or  no ;  that  is,  because  he  Is  by  his  nature  the 
creature  of  halut  and  feeling,  and  because  it  is  reasonable  that  he 
should  act  in  conformity  to  his  nature.     He  was  therefore  right  in. 
saybg  that  it  is  no  objection  to  an  institution,  that  is  founded  in/^rf- 
judice^  bnt  the  contrary,  if  that  prejudice  is  natural  and  right ;  that  is, 
if  it  arises  from  those  circumstances  which  are  properly  subjects  of 
feeling  and  association,  not  from  any  defect  or  perversion  oC  the  un* 
derstanding  in  those  things  which  fall  properly  under  its  jurisdiction* 
On  this  profound  maxim  he  took  his  stand*     Thus  he  contendedf 
that  the  prejudice  in  fovour  of  nobility  was  natural  and  proper,  and 
fit  to  be  encouraged  by  the  positive  institutions  of  society ;  not  on 
account  of  the  real  or  personal  merit  of  the  individuals,  but  because 
such  am  institudon  has  a  tendency  to  enlarge  and  raise  the  mind,  to 
keep  alive  the  memorv  of  past  greatness,  to  connect  the  different 
ages  of  the  world  together,  to  carry  back  the  imagination  over  a  long 
tract  of  timey  and  feed  it  with  the  contemplation  of  remote  evenu : 
because  It  is  natural  to  think  highly  of  that  which  inspires  us  with 
high  thoughts,  which  has  been  connected  for  many  generations  with 
splendour,  and  affluence,  and  dienity,  and  power,  and  permanence* 
He  also  conceived,  that  by  transferring  the  respect  from  the  person 
to  the  thing,  and  thus  rendering  it  steady  and  permanent,  the  mind 
would  be  h^itufdly  formed  to  sentiments  of  deference,  attachment^ 
and  fealty,  to  whatever  else  demanded  its  respect :  that  it  would  be 
led  to  fix  its  view  on  what  was  elevated  and  lofty,  and  be  weaned  from 
that  low  and  narrow  jealousy  which  never  willingly  or  heartily  admits 
of  any  superiority  in  others,  and  is  ^lad  of  every  opportunity  tp  bring 
down  all  excellence  te  a  level  with  its  own  miserable  standard.    No* 
bility  (fi^  not  therefote  exist  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other  orders  of 
the  state,  butbyt  and  for  them.    The  inequality  of  the  different 
orders  of  aodety  did  not  destroy  the  unity  and  harmony  of  the  whole. 
The  health  and  well-being  of  the  moral  world  was  to  be  promoted 
by  the  same  means  as  the  beauty  of  the  natural  world ;  by  contrast» 
by  change*  by  light  and  shade,  by  variety  of  parts,  by  order  and 
proportion.    To  think  of  reducing  all  mankind  to  the  same  insipid 
level,  seemed  to  him  the  same  abiurdity  as  to  destroy  the  inequali- 
ties of  surfiEkce  in  a  country,  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce.   In  short,  he  believed  that  the  interests  of  men  in  societjr 
should  be  consult^  and  their  several  stalions  and  employments  aa* 
iignedi  viith  a  view  to  their  nature)  not  as  physical  but  at  moral  be^ 
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ingSi  lo  as  to  nourish  their  hopes*  to  lift  their  imagiiiatioDt  to  etili' 
ven  their  fancy,  to  rouse  their  activity,  to  strengthen  their  wtue^ 
and  to  furnish  the  greatest  number  of  objects  of  pursuit  and  means, 
of  enjoyment  to  beings  constituted  as  man  is,  conabtently  with  the 
order  and  stability  of  the  whole. 

The  same  reasoning  might  be  extended  &rther.  I  do  not  say 
that  his  arguments  are  conclusive :  but  they  are  profound  and  irue,  as 
fitr  as  they  go.  There  may  be  disadvantages  and  abuses  necesaarilf  in- 
terwoven with  his  scheme,  or  opposite  advantages  of  infinitely  greater 
value,  to  be  derived  from  another  order  of  tilings  and  state  of  society. 
This  however  does  not  invalidate  either  the  truth  or  importance  of 
Burke's  reasoning  ;  since  the  advantages  he  points  out  as  connected 
with  the  mixed  form  of  government  are  really  and  necessarily  inhe* 
rent  in  it :  since  they  are  compatible  in  the  same  degree  with  no 
other ;  since  the  principle  itself  on  wliich  he  rests  his  argument 
(whatever  we  may  think  of  the  application)  is  of  the  utmost  weight 
and  moment ;  and  since  on  which  ever  side  the  truth  lies,  it  is  impo8« 
sible  to  make  a  &ir  decision  without  having  the  opposite  ade  of  the 
question  clearly  and  fiilly  stated  to  us.  This  Burke  has  done  in  a 
masterly  manner.  He  presents  to  you  one  view  or  face  of  societf. 
Let  him,  who  thinks  he  can,  give  the  reverse  side  with  equal  force, 
beauty,  and  clearness.  It  is  sdd,  I  know,  tha)  truth  is  <me  ;  but  to 
this  I  cannot  subscribe,  for  it  appears  to  me  that  truth  is  manif.  There 
are  as  many  truths  as  there  are  things  and  causes  of  action  and  con- 
tradictory principles  at  work  in  society*  In  making  ug  the  account 
of  good  and  evil,  indeed  the  final  result  must  be  one  way  or  the 
other ;  but  the  particulars  on  which  that  result  depends  are  infinite 
and  various. 

It  will  be  seen  from  what  I  have  sud,  that  I  am  very  &t  from 
agreeing  with  those  who  think  that  Burke  was  a  man  without  under- 
standing, and  a  merely  florid  writer.  There  are  two  causes  which 
have  given  rise  to  this  calumny  ;  namely,  that  narrovmess  of  mind 
whith  leads  men  to  suppose  that  the  truth  lies  entirely  on  the  side 
of  their  own  opinions,  and  that  whatever  does  not  nmke  for  them  is 
absurd  and  irratumal ;  secondly,  a  trick  we  have  of  confounding  reason 
with  judgment,  and  supposing  that  it  is  merely  the  province  of  the 
understanding  to  pronounce  sentence,  and  not  to  give  in  evidence,  or 
argue  the  case  i  in  short,  that  is  a  passive,  not  an  active  &culty.  Thus 
there  are  persons  who  never  run  into  any  extravagance,  because  they 
are  so  buttressed  up  with  the  opinions  of  others  on  all  sides,  that 
they  cannot  lean  much  to  one  side  or  the  other ;  they  are  so  little 
moved  with  any  kind  of  reasoning,  that  they  remain  at  an  equal 
distance  from  every  extreme,  and  are  never  very  &r  from  the 
•truth,  because  the  slowness  of  their  &culties  will  not  suffer  them  to 
make  much  progress  in  error.  These  are  persons  of  great  judg« 
ment.  The  scales  of  the  mind  are  pretty  sure  to  remain  even,  when 
thsre  is  nothing  in  them.  In  this  sense  of  the  word,  Burke  must 
•be  allowed  to  have  wanted  judgment,  by  all  those  who  think  that 
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he  was  mong  in  hb  eoncludon.      This  accttsafton  cf  'vnM  of 
jud^menti  in  racty  only  means  that  you  yourself  are  of  a  different 
opinion*    But  if  in  arriving  at  one  error  he  discovered  a  hundred 
truths*  I  should  consider  myself  a  hundred  dmea  more  indebted  to 
him  than  iff  stumbling  on  that  which  I  consider  as  the  right  side 
of  the  question^  he  had  committed  a  hundred  absurdities  in  striv 
ing  to  estabKsh  his  point.    I  speak  of  him  now  merely  as  an  au- 
thori  or  as  fiu*  as  I  and  other  readers  are  concerned  with  him  ;  at 
the  same  dme^  I  should  not  differ  from  any  one  who  may  be  dis* 
posed  to  contend  that  the^  consequences  of  Us  writings  as  instru- 
ments  of  ^Utlcal  power  have  been  tremendous,  fttal*  such  as  no  ex- 
ertion of  wit*  or  knowledge,  or  genius,  can  ever  counteract  or  atone  for,  ' 
Burke  aho  gave  a  hold  to  his  antagonist  by  mixing  up  sen* 
timent  and  imagery  with  his  reasoning ;  so  that  being  unused  to 
Buch  a  sight  in  the  ragion  of  politics,  they  where  deceived,  and 
coidd  not  discern  the  fruit  from  the  flowers.    Gravity  is  the  cloak 
of  wisdom ;  and  those  who  have  nothing  else  think  it  an  insult 
to  affect  the  one  without  the  other,  because  it  destroys  the  only 
foundation  on  which  their  pretensions  are  built.    The  easiest  part 
of  reason  is  dulness  ;  the  generality  of  the  world  are  therefore  con- 
cerned in  discouraging  any  example  of  unnecessary  brilliancy  that 
might  tend  to  shew  that  the  two  things  do  not  always  go  together. 
Bui^e  in  some  measure  dissolved  the  spell.    It  was  discovered* 
that  his  gold   was  not  the  less  valuable  for  being  wrought  into 
elegant  shi^s  and  richly  embossed  with  curious  figures  ;  that  the 
sohdity  of  a  building  is  not  destroyed  by  adding  to  it  beauty  and  or- 
nament ;  and  that  the  strength  of  a  man's  understanding  is  not  al- 
ways to  be  estimated  in  exact  proportion  to  his  want  of  imagination* 
His  understanding  was  not  the  less  realj  because  it  was  not  the  only 
faculty  he  possessed.    He  justified  the  description  of  the  poets 

«  How  chamung  is  divine  philosophy ! 

«  Not  harsh  and  crabbed  as  dull  fools  suppose* 

M  But  musical  as  is  Apollo's  lute  !*' 

Those  who  object  to  this  union  of  grace  and  beauty  with  reasoDf 
ve  in  fiict  weak-sighted  people,  who  cannot  distinguish  the  noble  and 
majestic  form  of  Truth  from  that  of  her  sister  Folly,  if  they  are  dress- 
ed both  alike  !  But  there  is  alwa3rs  a  difference  even  in  the  adven- 
titious ornaments  the^  wear,  which  is  sufficient  to  distinguish  them. 

Burke  was  so  fiu*  from  being  a  gaudy  or  flowery  writer,  that  he 
was  one  of  the  severat  writers  we  have.  His  words  are  the  most 
like  things  ;  lus  style  is  the  most  strictly  suited  to  the  subject*  He 
unites  every  extreme  and  every  variety  of  composition ;  the  lowest 
snd  the  meanest  words  and  descriptions  with  the  highest.  He  exults 
in  the  display  of  power,  in  shewing  the  extent*  the  force,  and  inten- 
ttty  of  his  ideas,  he  is  led  on  by  the  mere  imptdse  and  vehemence  of 
Ms  fimcy*  not  by  the  affectauon  of  ^zllng  his  readers  by  gaudy 
concjits  or  pompous  iioages*    9^  wap  completely  carried  away  by 
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'iis  suljeef.    Ke  had  no  other  object  but  to  produce  ^le  atroegMl 

ittipresuon  on  his  reader^  bf  giying  the  truesty  the  most  characteiisdc, 
the  fullest,  and  most  forcible  d^cription  of  things,  trusting  to  the 
^wer  of  his  own  mind  to  mould  them  into  grace  and  beauty.  He 
did  not  produce  a  splendid  effect  by  setting  fire  to  the  light  vapours 
that  float  in  the  regions  of  fency,  as  the  chemists  make  fine  o^urs 
with  phosphorus)  but  by  the  eagerness  of  his  blows  struck  fire  from 
tiie  fluit,  and  melted  the  hardest  substances  in  the  furnace  of  his  kna« 
gination.  The  wheels  of  his  imafi;inatioa  did  not  catch  fire  from  the 
rottenness  of  the  materialst  but  from  the  rapidity  of  their  motion* 
One  would  suppose,  to  hear  people  talk  of  Burke,  that  his  style  was 
such  as  would  have  suited  the  Lady's  Magazine  ;  soft>  smootby 
showy,  tender,  in^pid,  full  of  fine  words,  without  any  meaning. 
The  essence  of  the  gaudy  or  glittering  style  consists  in  producing  a 
momentary  effect  by  fine  words  and  images  brought  together,  without 
order  or  connection.  Burke  moat  firequently  produced  an  effect  by 
the  remoteness  and  novelty  of  his  combinations,  by  the  force  of  con« 
trast,  by  the  striking  manner  in  which  the  most  oppodte  and  unpro* 
miaing  materials  were  harmoniously  blended  together  ;  not  by  laying 
his  himds  on  all  the  fine  things  he  could  think  of,  but  by  bringing 
together  those  things  which  he  knew  would  blaze  out  into  glorious 
light  by  their  collision.  The  florid  style  is  a  mixture  of  affectation 
and  common-place.  Burke's  was  an  union  of  untameable  vigour  and 
originality. 

Burke  was  not  a  verbose  writer.  If  he  sometimes  multiplies  wordi^ 
it  is  not  for  want  of  ideas,  but  because  there  are  no  wonk  that  fully 
express  his  ideas,  and  he  tries  to  do  it  as  well  as  he  can  by  different 
ones.  He  had  nothing  of  the  €Ci  or  formal  style,  the  measured  ca- 
dence, and  stately  phraseology  of  Johnson,  and  most  of  our  modem 
writers.  This  style,  which  is  what  we  understand  by  the  artijidaif 
is  all  in.  one  key.  It  selects  a  certain  set  of  words  to  represent  all 
ideas  whatever,  as  the  most  dignified  and  elegant,  and  excludes  all 
others  as  low  and  vulgar.  The  words  are  not  fitted  to  the  thingSf 
but  the  thin^  to  the  words.  Every  thing  is  seen  through  a  false  me- 
dium. It  IS  putting  a  mask  on  the  face  of  nature,  which  noay 
indeed  hide  some  specks  and  blemishes,  but  takes  awa^r  all  beauty, 
delicscy,  and  vaiiety.  It  destroys  all  cUgnity  or  elevation,  because 
nothbg  c^n  be  raised  where  all  is  on  a  level,  and  completely  de- 
stroys all  force,  expression,  truth,  and  character,  by  arbitrarily  con- 
founding the  differences  of  things,  and  reducing  every  thing  to  the 
same  in«pid standard.  Tosupposethat  this  stiff*  uniformity  can  add  any 
thing  to  real  grace  or  dignity,  is  like  supposing  that  the  human  body 
in  order  to  be  perfectly  gracefiil,  should  never  deviate  finom  its  upright 
postuire.  Another  mischief  of  this  method  is,  that  it  confounds  all 
ranks  in  literature.  Where  there  is  no  room  for  variety,  no  discrimi* 
Dj^tion,  no  Qicetv  to  be  shewn  in  niatching  the  idea  with  its  proi>er 
.word)  there  can  be  no  room  for  tptste  or  elegance.  A  ^lan  must  easily 
learn  the  art  pf  writing;  when  every  sentence  is  to  be  cast  in  the 
same  mould :  where  he  is  <Kdy  allowed  the  use  of  one  wordi  he 
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onmot  chCMMto  wrdng^nor  w91  he  be  in  much  Amger  idF  imkiag  him^ 
self  ridculous  by  affectation  or  Cedae  glitter,  wheii)  whatever  subjed 
lie  treats  of,  he  miist  treat  of  it  in  the  same  way.  This  indeed  ia  to 
wear  gpolden  chaina  for  the  vake  of  ornament. 

Burke  was  ahc^ther  free  from  the  pe^mtry  vUdi  I  have  hbre 
endearoured  to  expose.  His  style  was  as  original,  aa  expretnte,  as 
rich  and  yaiied,  as  it  waa  posttble ;  his  combinalictos  were  as  exqui- 
utC)  as  playful,  as  happy,  as  unexpected,  as  bold  and  daring,  as  his 
faicy.  If  any  tldng,  he  ran  into  the  oppomte  extreme  of  too  great  an 
inequality,  if  tmth  and  nature  could  ever  be  carried  to  an  extreme. 

Those  who  are  best  acquainted  urith  the  writings  and  speeches  of 
Burke  will  not  think  the  praise  I  have  here  bestowed  on  them  ex^* 
gerated.  Some  proof  will  he  found  of  this  in  the  following  extracts. 
But  the  full  proof  must  be  sought  in  his  works  at  large^  and  parti*- 
cularly  in  the  Thoughts  on  the  Discontents  ;  in  his  Reflections  on  tiie 
Freneh  Revolution  ;  in  his  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ;  and  in  the 
Regicide  Peace.  The  two  last  of  these  are  perhaps  the  most  remariL- 
able  of  all  his  writbgs,  from  the  contrast  they  afford  to  each  other. 
The  one  is  the  most  delightful  exhibition  of  wild  and  brilliant  ftncy, 
ttat  is  to  be  found  in  English  prose,  but  it  is  too  much  like  a  be4u<* 
tifol  picture  painted  upon  gause  ;  it  wants  something  to  support  it  t 
the  other  ia  without  ornament,  but  it  has  all  the  solidity,  the  weighty 
the  gravity  of  a  judicial  record.  It  seems  to  have  been  written 
with  a  certain  constraint  upon  himself,  and  to  shew  those  who  said 
he  could  not  mi«on,  that  his  arguments  might  be  stripped  of 
their  omaments  without  loosing  any  thing  of  their  force.  It  ia 
certdoily,  of  all  his  worics,  that  in  which  he  has  shewn  most  pow^ 
of  logical  deduction,  and  the  only-one  in  which  he  has  made  any  im- 
portant use  of  fitcts.  In  general  he  certainly  paid  little  attention  to 
them :  they  were  the  playthings  of  his  mind.  He  saw  them  as  he 
pleased,  not  as  they  were  ;  witii  the  eye  of  the  philosopher  or  the 
poet,  regarding  them  only  in  their  general  principle,  or  as  they  might 
serve  to  decorate  his  subject.  Tlus  is  the  natural  consequence  of 
much  imi^ination  :  things  that  are  probable  are  elevated  into  the 
rank  of  realities.  To  those  who  can  reason  <m  the  essences  of  thingsi 
or  who  can  invent  according  to  nature,  the  experimental  proof  is  of 
little  value.  This  was  the  case  with  Burke.  In  the  present  instance) 
however,  he  seems  to  hx9Z  forced  his  mind  into  the  service  of  &cts  : 
and  he  succeeded  completely.  His  coniparison  between  our  connec- 
tion with  France  or  Algiers,  and  his  account  of  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  are  aa  clear,  as  convincing,  as  forcible  examples  of  this  kind  of 
reasoning,  aa  are  any  where  to  be  met  with.  Indeed  I  do  not  think 
there  ia  any  thing  in  Fox,  fwhose  mind  waa  purely  historical)  or  in 
Chatham,  (who  attended  to  leelings  more  than  ftcts)  that  will  bear  a 
comparison  with  tiiem. 

Burke  haa  been  compared  to  Cicero-— I  do  not  \Dtom  for  what 
reason.  Their  excellences  are  as  different,  and  indeed  as  oppo^te  aa 
they  well  can  be.  ^  Burke  had  not  the  polished  elegttice,  the  glossy 
neatness,  the  artful  regularityi  the  exquisite  modulatic^  of  Cicero  i 
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lie  had  a  Hioii^aiid  times  more  riclmeas  and  orig^ttalitf  of  mfaidy  isor* 
strength  and  pomp  of  diction. 

It  heiB  been  well  observed^  that  the  ancients  had  no  word  that  pro- 
perly expresses  what  we  mean  by  the  word  Genius.  They  perhaps 
had  not  the  ttdng«  Their  minds  appear  to  have  been  too  exact,  too 
retentive,  too  minute  and  subtle,  too  sensible  to  the  external  differ- 
ences of  things^  too  passive  under  their  impressimis,  to  admit  of  those 
bold  and  rapid  combinations^  those  lofty  flightB  of  &ncy,  which, 
glancing  from  heaven  to  earth  unite  the  most  oppoute  extremes,  and 
draw  the  happiest  illustrations  from  things  the  most  remote.  Their 
ideas  were  kept  too  confined  and  distinct  by  the  material  form  or  ve- 
hicle in  which  they  were  conveyed  to  unite  cordially  together,  or 
be  melted  down  in  the  imagination.  Their  metaphors  are  teken  from 
things  of  the  same  class,  not  from  things  of  different  classes ;  the 
general  analogy,  not  the  individual  feeling,  directs  them  in  their 
choice.  Hence,  as  Dr.  Johnson  observed,  their  figures  are  either  repe« 
titions  of  the  same  idea,  or  so  obvious  and  general  as  not  to  lend  any 
additional  force  to  it ;  as  when  a  huntress  is  compared  to  Diana,  or  a 
warrior  ruslung  into  battle  to  a  Hon  rushing  on  his  prey.  Thtirjbrte 
was  exquisite  art  and  perfect  imitation.  Witness  th^  statues  and 
other  things  of  the  same  kind.  But  they  had  not  that  high  and  enthu- 
siastic fancy  which  some  of  our  own  writers  have  shewn.  For  the 
proof  of  this,  tetany  one  comxmre  Milton  and  Shakespeare  with  Ho- 
mer and  Sophocles,  or  Burke  with  Cicero. 

It  may  be  asked  whether  Burke  was  a  poet.  He  was  so  only  m 
the  general  vividness  of  his  &ncy,  and  in  richness  of  invention.  There 
may  be  poetical  passages  in  his  works,  but  I  certainly  think  that  his 
wrhings  in  general  are  quite  distinct  from  poetry ;  and  that  for  the 
reason  before  given,  namely,  that  the  subject  matter  of  them  is  not  po- 
etical. The  finest  parts  of  them  are  illustrations  or  personifications  of 
dry  abstract  ideas ;  and  the  union  between  the  idea  iod  the  illustxation 
is  not  of  that  perfectand  pleasing  kind  as  to  constitute  poetry,  or  indeed 
to  be  admissible,  but  for  the  effect  intended  to  be  produced  by  it ;  that 
is,  by  every  means  in  our  power  to  give  an  animation  and  attraction  to 
subjects  in  themselves  barren  of  omament,  but  which  at  the  same 
time  are  pregnant  with  the  most  important  consequences,  and  in 
which  the  understanding  and  the  passions  are  equally  interested. 

I  have  heard  it  remarked  by  a  person,  to  whose  opinion  I 
wcNild  sooner  submit  than  to  a  general  council  of  critics,  thst 
the  sound  of  Burke's  prose  is  not  murical ;  that  it  wants  cadence ; 
and  that  instead  of  being  so  lavish  of  his  imagery  as  is  gene- 
rally supposed,  he  seemed  to  him  to  be  rather  parsimonious 
in  the  use  of  it,  always  expanding  and  making  the  most  of  his 
ideas.  This  may  be  true  if  we  compare  him  with  some  of  our 
poets,  or  perhaps  with  some  of  our  early  prose  writers,  but  not 
if  we  compare  him  with  any  of  our  political  writers,  or  pariia- 
mentary  speakers.  There  are  some  very  fine  things  of  lord  Bottng- 
broke's  on  the  same  subjects,  but  not  equal  to  Burke's.  As  for 
Junius?  be  |s  at  the  head  of  his  class }  but  that  class  is  not  the 


Ugliest.  He  lias  been  said  to  havie  more  dignity  than  fiurke.  Yegy 
if  the  stalk  of  a  giant  is  less  dignified  than  the  strut  of  a  petit-maitre. 
I  do  not  mean  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  Junius^  but  grandeur  is  not 
the  character  of  his  composition  ;  and  if  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  Burke, 
It  is  to  be  found  no  where. 

His  Speech  on  presenting  a  Plan  for  the  better  security 
of  the  Independence  of  Parliament^  and  the  economical 
Reformation  of  the  Civil  and  other  Establishments. 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

1  RISE,  in  acquittal  of  my  engagement  to  the  house,  irt 
obedience  to  the  strong  and  just  requisition  of  my  con- 
stituents^  and,  I  am  persuaded,  in  conformity  to  the 
unanimous  wishes  of  the  whole  nation,  to  submit  to  the 
wisdom  of  parliament.  *•  A 'plan  of  reform  in  the  con- 
stitution of  several  parts  of  the  public  economy." 

1  have  endeavoured,  that  this  plan  should  include  in 
its  execution,  a  considerable  reduction  of  improper  ex- 
pence  ;  that  it  sbould'effect  a  conversion  of  unprofitable 
titles  into  a  productive  estate ;  that  it  should  lead  to^ 
and  indeed  almost  compel,  a  provident  administration 
of  such  sums  of  public  money  as  must  remain  under 
discretionary  trust ;  that  it  should  render  the  incurring; 
debts  on  the  civil  establishment  (which  must  ultimately 
^ect  national  strength  and  natioxud  credit)  so  very  diffi- 
cult, as  to  become  next  to  impracticable. 

But  what,  I  confess,  was  uppermost  with  me,  what 
I  bent  the  whole  force  of  my  mind  to,  was  the  reduction 
of  that  corrupt  influence,  which  is  itself  the  perennial 
spring  of  all  prodigality,  and  of  all  disorder;  which  loads 
us,  more  than  millions  of  debt ;  which  takes  away  vi- 
gour from  our  arms,  wisdom  from  our  councils,  and 
every  shadow  of  authority  and  credit  from  the  most  ve- 
nerable parts  of  our  constitution. 

Sir,  1  assure  you,  very  solemnly,  and  with  a  very  clear 
conscience,  that  nothing  in  the  world  has  led  me  to  such 
an  midertaking,  but  my  zeal  for  the  honour  of  this 
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house,  and  the  settled,  habitual,  systematic  affection  I 
bear  to  the  cause,  and  to  the  principles  of  government. 

I  enter  perfectly  mto  the  nature  and  consequences 
of  my  attempt ;  and  I  adv'ance  to  it  with  a  tremor  that 
shakes  me  to  the  inmost  fibre  of  my  frame.  I  feel,  that 
I  engage  in  a  business,  in  itself  most  ungracious,  totally 
wide  of  the  course  of  prudent  conduct ;  and  I  really 
think,  the  most  completely  adverse  that  can  be  imagined, 
to  the  natural  turn  and  temper  of  my  own  mind.  I 
know,  that  all  parsimony  is  of  a  quality  approaching  to 
unkindness  ;  and  that  (on  some  person  or  other)  every 
reform  must  operate  as  a  sort  of  punishment  Indeed 
the  whole  class  of  the  severe  and  restrictive  virtues,  are  at 
a  market  almost  too  high  for  humanity.  What  is  worse, 
there  are  very  few  of  those  virtues  which  arc  not  capable 
of  being  imitated,  and  even  out-done  iti  many  of  their 
most  striking  effects,  by  the  worst  of  vices.  Malignity 
and  envy  will  carve  much  more  deeply,  and  finish  much 
more  sharply,  in  the  work  of  retrenchment,  than  fruga- 
lity and  providence.  I  do  not,  therefore,  wonder  that 
gentlemen  have  kept  away  from  such  a  task,  as  well 
from  good  nature  as  from  prudence.  Privafte  feeling 
nught,  indeed,  be  overborne  by  legislative  reason  :  and 
a  man  of  a  long-sighted  and  strong-nerved  humanity, 
might  bring  himself,  not  so  much  to  consider  from  whom 
he  takes  a  superfluous  enjoyment,  as  for  whom  in  the 
end  he  may  preserve  the  absolute  necessaries  of  life. 

But  it  is  much  more  easy  to  reconcile  this  measure 
to  humanity,  than  to  bring  it  to  any  agreement  with  pru- 
dence* I  do  not  mean  that  little,  se&sh,  pitiful  bastard 
thing,  which  sometimes  goes  by  the  name  of  a  &mily  in 
which  it  is  not  legitimate,  and  to  which  it  is  a  disgrace ; 
I  mean  even  that  public  and  enlai^ed  prudence,  which, 
apprehensive  of  being  disabled  from  rendering  accept- 
able services  to  the  world,  withholds  itself  from  those 
that  are  invidious.  Gentlemen  who,  are  with  me,  verg- 
ing  towards  the  decline  of  life,  and  are  apt  to  form  their 
ideas  of  kings  from  kings  of  former  times,  might  dread 
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the  anger  of  a  reigning  prince ; — ^they  who  are  more 
provident  of  the  future,  or  by  being  young  are  more  in- 
terested in  it,  might  ixemWe  at  the*^  resentment  of  the 
successor ;  they  might  see  a  long,  dull,  dreary,  unvaried 
visto  of  despair  and  exclusion,  for  half  a  century,  before 
them.  This  is  no  pleasant  prospect  at  the  outset  of  a 
political  journey. 

Besides  this,  sir,  the  private  enemies  to  be  made  in 
all  attempts  of  this  kind,  are  innumerable;  and  their 
enmity  will  be  the  more  bitter,  and  the  more  dangerous 
too,  because  a  sense  of  dignity  will  oblige  them  to 
conceal  the  cause  of  their  resentment.  Very  few 
men  of  great  families  and  extensive  connections  but 
will  feel  the  smart  of  a  cutting  reform,  in  some  close 
relation,  some  bosom  friend,  some  pleasant  acquaint- 
ance, some  dear  protected  dependant.  Emolument 
is  taken  from  some;  patronage  from  others;  objects 
of  pursuit  from  all.  Men,  forced  into  an  involuntary 
independence,  will  abhor  the  authors  of  a  blessing 
which  in  their  eyes  has  so  very  near  a  resemblance  to 
a  curse.  When  officers  are  removed,  and  the  offices 
remain,  you  may  set  the  gratitude  of  some  against  the 
anger  of  others ;  you  may  oppose  the  friends  you  oblige 
against  the  enemies  you  provoke.  But  services  of  the 
present  sort  create  no  attachments.  The  individual 
good  felt  in  a  public  benefit,  is  comparatively  so  small, 
comes  round  through  such  an  involved  labyrinth  of  in- 
tricate and  tedious  revolutions ;  whilst  a  present  personal 
detriment  is  so  heavy  where  it  falls,  and  so  instant  in 
its  operation,  that  the  cold  commendation  of  a  public 
advantage  never  was,  and  never  will  be,  a  match  for 
the  quick  sensibility  of  a  private  loss  :  and  you  may  de- 
pend upon  it,  sir,  that  when  many  people  have  an  in- 
tercst  in  railing,  sooner  or  later,  they  will  bring  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  unpopularity  upon  any  measure,  So 
that,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  reformation  will  ope- 
rate against  the  reformers ;  and  revenge  (as  against  them 
ai  the  least)  will  produce  all  the  effects  of  corruption. 

Thby  sir^  is  almost  always  the  case,  where  the  plan  has 
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complete  success.  But  how  stands  the  matter  ia  the 
mere  attempt  ?  Nothing,  you  know,  is  more  common, 
than  for  men  to  wish>  and  call  loudly  too,  for  a  refor* 
mation,  who,  when  it  arrives,  do  by  no  means  like  the 
severity  of  its  aspect  Reformation  is  one  of  those  pieces 
which  must  be  put  at  some  distance  in  order  to  please^ 
Its  greatest  favourers  love  it  better  in  the  abstract  than 
in  the  substance^  When  any  old  prejudice  of  their  own; 
or  any  interest  that  they  value,  is  touched,  they  become 
scrupulous,  they  become  captious,  and  every  man  has 
his  separate  exception.'  Some  pluck  out  the  black  hairs, 
some  the  grey ;  one  point  nmst  be  given  up  to  one  ;  ano. 
ther  point  must  be  yielded  to  another ;  nothing  is  su&r« 
ed  to  prevail  upon  its  own  principle ;  the  whole  is  so 
frittered  down  and  disjointed,  that  scarcely  a  txace  of 
the  original  scheme  remains !  Thus,  between  the  resist* 
ance  of  power,  and  the  unsystematical  process  of  popu* 
parity,  the  undertaker  and  the  undertakiiig  are  both 
exposed,  and  the  jpoor  reformer  is  hissed  off  the  stage, 
both  by  friends  and  foes.* 

Observe,  sir,  that  the  apology  for  my  undertaking 
(an  apology  which,  though  long,  is  no  longer  than  ne- 
cessary) is  not  grounded  on  my  want  of  the  fullest  sense 
-  of  the  difficult  and  invidious  nature  of  the  task  I  under* 
take«  I  risque  odium  if  I  succeed,  and  contempt  if  I 
fail.  My  excuse  must  rest  in  mine  and  your  conviction 
of  the.  absolute,  urgent  necessity  there  is,  that  some* 
thing  of  the  kind  should  be  done.  If  there  is  any  sacri- 
fice to  be  made,  either  of  estimation  or  of  fortune,  the 
smallest  is  the  best.  Commanders  in  chief  are  not  to 
be  put  upon  the  forlorn  hope*  But  indeed  it  is  necessary 
that  thesattempt  should  be  made.  It  is  necessary  from 
our  own  political  circumstances ;  it  is  necessary  from 
the  operations  of  the  enemy ;  it  is  necessary  from  the 

•  While  Burke  was  making  the«e  fine  observations,  Uie  genUe- 
inen  of  the  house  of  commons,  I  can  conceivcj  were  coughing  or 
scraping  their  feet  against  the  floor,  impatient  for  the  question,  that 
is,  for  the  list  of  places,  which  were  to  he  lopped  off,  of  wb|<A 
(hey  were  still  allowed  to  retaiq* 
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demands  of  the  people  ;  whose  desires,  when  they  do 
not  milkate  with  the  stable  and  eternal  rules  of  justice 
and  reason,  (rules  which  are  above  us,  and  above  them>) 
ought  to  be  as  4  taw  to  a  house  of  commons. 

As  to  our  circumstances,  I  do  not  mean  to  aggravate 
the  difficulties  of  them  by  die  strength  of  any  colouring 
whatsoever.     On  the  contrary,  I  observe,  and  observe 
with  pleasure,  that  our  affiiirs  wear  rather  a  more  pro* 
nisiog  aspect  than  they  did  on  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion.    We  have  had  some  leading  successes.    But  those 
who  rate  them  at  the  highest  (h^her  a  great  deal  indeed 
than  I  dare  to  do)  are  of  opinion,  that»  upon  the  ground 
of  such  advantages,  we  cannot  at  this  time  hope  to  make 
any  treaty  of  peace,  which  would  not  be  ruinous,  and 
completely  disgraceAil*    In  such  an  anxious  state  of 
things,  if  dawnings  of  success  serve  to  animate  our  dili* 
gence,  they  are  ^K)d  ;  if  they  tend  to  increase  ^ur  pre« 
sump^ion^  they  are  worse  than  defeats.    The  state  of 
our  affsufs  shall  then*  be  as  promising,  as  any  one  may 
choose  to  conceive  it :  it  is  however  but  promisii^   We 
must  recoUecti  that  with  but  half  of  our  natural  strength, 
we  are  at  war  agaii^t  confedented  powers  who  have 
singly  threatened  us  with  ruin  :  we  must  recollect,  that 
whUst  we  are  left  naked  on  one  side,  our  other  flank  is 
uncovered  by  any  alliance  ;  that  whilst  we  are  weighing 
and  balancing  our  successes  against  our  losses,  we  are 
accumulating  debt  to  the  amount  of  at  least  ifourteen 
miUioiis  in  the  year.    That  loss  \i  certain. 

I  have  no  wish  to  deny,  that  our  sUdcesses  are  a» 
brilliant  as  any  one  chooses  to  make  them ;  <mr  re- 
sources too  may,  for  me,  be  as  unfathomable  as  they 
are  represented.  Indeed  they  are  just  whatever  the 
people  possess,  and  iviU  siibmit  to  pay.  Taxmg  is  an 
easy  business.  Any  projector  can  contrive  new  imposi* 
tions  ;  any  bungler  can  sKld  to  the  old.  But  is  it  altoge- 
ther wise  to  have  no  other  bounds  to  your  impositions^ 
Uian  the  patience  of  those  who  are  to  bear  thiem  f 
All  I  claim  upon  the  subject  of  your  resources  is  this ; 
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that  they  are  not  likely  to  be  increased  by  wasting 
them.  I  think  I  shall  be  permitted  to  assume,  that 
a  system  of  frugality  will  not  lessen  your  riches,  what- 
ever they  may  be ;  I  believe  it  will  not  be  hotly  disput- 
ed, that  those  resources  which  lie  heavy  on  the  subject, 
ought  not  to  be  objects  of  preference  ;  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  the  very  first  choice^  to  an  honest  representa- 
dve  of  the  people. 

This  is  all,  sir,  that  I  shall  say  upon  our  circumstances 
and  our  resources  :  I  mean  to  say  a  little  more  on  the 
operations  of  the  enemy,  because  this  matter  seems  to 
me  very  natural  in  our  present  deliberation.  When  I 
look  to  the  other  side  of  the  water,  I  cannot  help  recol- 
lecting what  Pyrrhus  said  on  reconnoitering  the  Roman 
camp,  ^'  These  barbarians  have  nothing  barbarous  in 
their  discipline.''  When  I  look,  as  I  have  pretty  care- 
fully  looked,  into  the  proceedings  of  the  French  king, 
I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  I  see  nothing  of  the  character  and 
genius  of  arbitrary  finance  ;  none  of  the  bold  frauds  of 
bankrupt  power;  none  of  the  wild  stru^les  and  plunges 
of  despotism  in  distress  ;  no  lopping  off  from  the  capi- 
tal of  debt ;  no  suspension  of  interest ;  no  robbery  un- 
der the^name  of  loan  ;  no  raising  the  value,  no  debasing 
the  substance  of  the  coin.  I  see  neither  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth,  nor  Louis  the  Fifteenth.  On  the  contrary,  I  be- 
hold with  astonishment,  rising  before  me,  by  the  very 
hands  of  arbitrary  power,  and  in  the  very  midst  of  war 
and  confusion,  a  regular,  methodical  system  of  public 
credit ;  I  behold  a  fabric  laid  on  the  natural  and  solid 
foundations  of  trust  and  confidence  among  men  ;  and  ris- 
ing, by  fair  gradations,  order  over  order,  according  to  the 
just  rules  of  symmetry  and  art.  What  a  reverse  of 
thing^ !  Principle,  mediod,  regularity,  economy,  fruga- 
lity, justice  to  individuals,  and  care  of  the  people,  are 
the  resources  with  whichFrance  makes  war  upon  Great 
Britain.  God  avert  the  omen !  But  if  we  should  see 
any  genius  in  war  and  politics  arise  in  France,  to  se* 
cond  what  is  done  in  the  bureau  ! — I  turn  my  eyes  from 
the  consequences. 
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To  the  last,  kind  of  n^ceisity,  tihe  deoires  of  the  peo« 
pie,  I  have  but  a  very  few  words  to  say.  Th[e  minis* 
ters  seem  to  contest  this  point ;  and  eflfect  to  doubt,  whe- 
ther the  people  do  really  desire  a  plan  of  economy  ia 
th^  civil  government.  Sir,  this  is  too  ridiculous.  It  is 
impossible  that  they  should  not  desire  it.  It  is  im- 
possible that  a  prodigality  which  draws  its  resources 
from  their  indigence,  should  be  pleasing  to  them.  Lit- 
tle factions  of  pensioners,  and  their  dependants,  may 
talk  another  language.  But  the  voice  of  nature  is  against 
them,  and  it  will  be  heard.  The  people  of  England 
will  not,  they  cannot  take  it  kindly^  that  representatives 
should  refuse  to  their  constituents,  what  an  absolute 
sovereign  voluntarily  offers  to  his  subjects*  The  expres- 
sion of  the  petitions  is,  that  ^^  before  any  new  burthens 
are  laid  upon  this  country,  effectual  measures  be  taken 
by  this  house^  to  enquire  into,  and  correct,  the  gross 
abuses  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money." 

This  has  been  treated  by  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon,  as  a  wild  factious  language.  It  happens,  how« 
ever,  that  the  people  in  their  address  to  us,  use  almost 
word  for  word  the  same  terms  as  the  king  of  France  uses 
b  addressing  himself  to  his  people ;  and  it  differs  only^ 
as  it  falls  short  of  the  French  king's  idea  of  what  is  due 
to  his  subjects.  ^^  To  convince,'.'  says  he,  '^  our  fajth- 
ful  subjects  of  the  desire  we  entertain  not  to  recur  to 
new  impositions,  until  we  have  first  exhausted  all  the 
resources  which  order  and  economy  can  possibly  sup* 
ply,>» — 8tc.  &c 

These  desires  of  the  people  of  England,  which  come 
br  short  of  the  voluntary  concessions  of  the  king  of 
France,  we  moderate  indeed.  They  only  contend  that 
we  should  interweave  some  economy  with  the  taxes 
with  which  we  have  chosen  to  begin  the  war.  They  re- 
quest, not  that  you  should  rely  upon  economy  exclu* 
8ively,.but  that  you  should  give  it  rank  and  precedence, 
in  the  order  of  the  ways  and  means  of  this  single  ses- 
sion. 
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But  if  it  ware  possible,  that  the  desires  of  our  con- 
stitueBtS)  desires  -which  are  at  once  so  natural,  and  so 
'very  much  tempered  and  subdued,  should  have  no 
weight  with  a  house  of  commons,  wliich  has  its  eye 
elsewhere ;  I  would  turn  my  eyes  to  the  very  quafter 
to  ^hich  theirs  are  directed.  I  would  reason  this  mai- 
ter  with  the  house,  on  the  mere  policy  of  the  question  ; 
«id  I  would  undertake  to  prove,  that  an  early  dereliction 
of  abuse,  is  the  direct  interest  of  government,  of  go* 
vemment  taken  abstractedly  from  its  duties,  and  consi* 
dered  merely  as  a  system  intending  its  own  conservation* 

If  there  is  any  one  eminent  criterion,  which,  above 
all  the  rest,  distinguishes  a  wise  government  from  aa 
administration  weak  and  improvident,  it  is  this : — ^^  well 
to  know  the  best  time,  and  manner  of  yielding,  what  it 
is  impossible  to  keep." — There  have  been,  sir,  and  there 
are,  many  who  choose  to  chicane  with  their  situation, 
rather  than  be  instructed  by  it.  Those  gentlemen  argue 
against  every  desire  of  reformation,  upon  the  principles 
of  a  criminal  prosecution*  It  is  enough  for  them  to  jus* 
tiiy  their  adherence  to  a  pernicious  system,  that  it  is  not 
of  their  contrivance ;  that  it  is  an  inheritance  of  absurdity, 
derived  to  them  from  their  ancestors ;  that  they  can  make 
out  a  long  and  unbroken  pedigree  of  mismanagers  that 
have  gone  before  them.  They  are  proud  of  the  antiquity 
of  their  house  ;  and  they  defend  their  errors,  as  if  they 
were  defending  their  inheritance  :  afraid  of  derogating 
from  their  nobility,  and  carefully  avoiding  a  sort  of  blot 
in  their  scutcheon,  which  they  think  would  degrade 
&em  for  ever. 

It  was  thus  that  the  unfortunate  Charles  the  First  de- 
Tended  himself  on  the  practice  of  the  Stuart  who  w^ent  be- 
fore him,  and  of  all  the  Tudors ;  his  partisans  might  have 
gone  to  the  Plantagenets. — They  might  have  found  bad 
examples  enough,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  that  could 
have  shewn  »i  ancient  and  illustrious  descent.  But 
there  is  a  time,  when  men  will  not  suffer  bad  things  be- 
cause  their  ancestors  have  suffered  worse.    There  is  a 
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time,  when  the  hoaiy  head  of  mveterate  abuse  will 
neither  draw  reverence  nor  obtain  protection*  If  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  pleads,  ^^not  guilty ^^^  to 
the  charges  brought  against  the  present  system  of  public 
economy,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  a  fair  verdict  by 
which  he  will  not  stand  acquitted.  But  pleading  is  not 
our  present  business.  His  plea  or  his  traverse  may  be 
allowed  as  an  answer  to  a  charge,  when  a  charge  is 
made.  But  if  he  puts  himself  in  die  way  to  obstruct 
reformation,  then  the  faults  of  his  office .  instantly  be« 
come  his  own.  Instead  of  a  public  officer  in  an  abusive 
department,  whose  province  is  an  object  to  be  regulated, 
he  beconi^s  a  criminal  who  is  to  be  punished.  I  do 
most  seriously  put  it  to  administration,  to  consider  the 
wisdom  of  a  timely  reform.  Early  reformations  are 
amicable  arrangements  with  a  friend  in  power:  Late 
feformations  are  terms  imposed  upon  a  conquered  ene* 
my ;  early  reformations  are  made  in  cool  blood ;  late  re- 
formations are  made  under  a  state  of  inflammation.  In 
that  state  of  things  the  people  behold  in  government  no- 
thing that  is  respectable.  They  see  the  abuse,  and  they 
wiD  see  nothing  else— they  fall  into  the  temper  of  a  fu« 
nous  pc^ulace,  provoked  at  the  disc^er  of  a  house  of 
in  fkme :  they  never  attempt  to  correct  or  regulate  $ 
they  go  to  work  by  the  shortest  way — ^they  abate  the 
nuisance — ^they  pull  down  the  house. 
This  is  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  true  interest  of 

Svemment.  But  as  it  is  the  interest  of  government 
It  reformation  should  be  early,  it  is  the  interest  of 
the  people  that  it  should  be  temperate.  It  is  their  in- 
terest, because  a  temperate  reform  is  permanent ;  and 
because  it  has  a  principle  of  growth.  Whenever  we 
improve,  it  is  right  to  leave  room  for  a  further  improve- 
ment. It  is  right  to  consider,  to  look  about  us,  to  exa- 
mme  the  effect  of  what  we  have  done.— Then  we  can 
proceed  with  confidence,  because  we  can  prodeed  with 
mtelligence. — ^Whereas  in  hot  reformations,  in  what  men, 
more  zealous  than  considerate,  call  making  char  w^rk 
Vot.  11.  28 
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the  whole  is  generally  so  crude/so  harsh,  so  indigested ; 
mixed  with  so  much  imprudence,  and  so  much 'injus- 
tice i  90  contrary  to  the  whole  course  of  human  nature 
and  human  institutions,  that  the  very  people  who  are 
most  eager  for  it,  are  among  the  first  to  grow  disgusted 
at  what  they  have  done.  Then  some  part  of  the  ab- 
dicated grievance  is  recalled  fix)m  its  exile,  in  orde}:  to 
become  a  corrective  of  the  correction.  Then  the  abute 
assumes  all  the  credit  and  popularity  of  a  reform.  The 
very  idea  of  purity  and  disinterestedness  i^  politics  falls 
into  disrepute,  and  is  considered  as  a  vision  of  hot  and 
inexperienced  men ;  and  thus  disorders  become  incurable, 
not  by  the  virulence  of  their  own  quality,  but  by  Uie  unapt 
and  violent  nature  of  the  remedies.  A  great  part  there- 
fore  of  my  idea  of  reform,  is  meant  to  operate  gradual- 
ly ;  some  benefits  will  come  at  a  nearer,  some  at  a  more 
remote  period.  We  must  no  more  make  haste  to  be 
rich  by  parsimony,  than  by  intemperate  acqubition. ; 

I  am  therefore  satisfied  to  act  as  a  fiur  mediator  be« 
tween  government  and  the  people,  endeavouring  to  fbrm 
a  plan  which  should  have  both  an  early  and  a  temperate 
operation.  I  mean,  that  it  should  be  substantial ;  that 
it  should  be  systematic.  That  it  should  rather  strike  at 
the  first  cause  of  prodi^ity  and  corrupt  influence,  than 
attempt  to  follow  them  in  all  their  effects. 

It  was  to  fulfil  the  first  of  these  objects  (the  propo- 
sal of  something  substantial)  that  I  found  myself  obliged 
at  the  out-set,  to  reject  a  plan  proposed  by  an  honoura- 
ble  gentleman,  and  attentive  member  of  parliament,^ 
with  very  good  intentions  on  his  part,  about  a  year  or 
two  ago.  Sir,  the  plan  I  speak  of,  was  the  tax  of  35 
per  cent,  moved  upon  places  and  pensions  during  Ac 
continuance  of  the  American  war, — Nothing,  sir,  could 
have  met  my  ideas  more  than  such  a  tax,  if  it  was  con- 
sidered as  a  practical  s^jLire  on  that  war,  and  as  a  pe- 
nalty upon  those  who  led  us  into  it ;  but  in  any  otW 

*  ThomsGi  Gilbert,  Esq.  member  forlitchfieU* 
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?iew  it  appeared  to  ine  very  liable  to  olpjection?.  I  con^ 
sidef  the  scheme  as  neither  substantial^  nor  permanent 
nor  systematical,  nor  likely  to  be  a  corrective  of  evil 
influence.  I  have  always  thought  employments  a  very 
proper  subject  of  regulation,  but  a  very  ill- chosen  sub« 
ject  for  a  tax*  An  equal  tax  upon  property  is  reasonable 
because  the  object  is  of  the  same  quality  throughout* 
The  species  is  the  same^-it  differs  only. in  its  quantity  : 
but  a  tax  upon  salaries  b  totally  of  a  different  nature  ; 
there  can  be  no  equality,  and  consequently  no  justicey 
in  taxing  them  by  liie  hundred,  in  the  gross. 

We  have,  sir,  on  our  establishment,  several  offices 
which  perform  real  service. — We  have  also  places  that 
provide  large  rewards  for  no  service  at  all.  We  .have 
stations  which  are  nmde  for  the  public  decorum ;  'made 
for  preserving  the  grace  and  majesty,  of  a  great  people. 
We  have  likewise  expensive  formalities,  which  tend 
rather  to  the  disgrace  than  the  ornament  of  the  state 
and  the  court.  This,  sir,  is  the  real  condition  of  our 
establishments.  To  fall  with  the  same  jseverity  on  ob- 
jects so  perfecdy  dissimilar,  is  the  very  reverse  of  a  re^ 
formation*  I  mean  a  reformation  framed,  as  all  serious 
thii^  ought  to  be,  in  number,  weight,  and  measure. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  that  two  men  receive  a  salary  of 
8001.  a  year  each. — In  the  office  of  one,  tiiere  is  no* 
thing  at  all  to  be  done ;  in  the  other,  the  occupier  is  op- 
pressed by  its  duties* — Strike  off  twenty-five  per  cent. 
firom  these  two  offices,  you  take  from  one  man  2001.  which 
in  justice  he  ought  to  have,  and  you  ^ve  in  effect  to  the 
other  6001.  which  he  ought  not  to  receive.  The  public 
robs  ihe  former,  and  the  latter  robs  the  public ;  and 
this  mode  of  mutual  robbery  is  the  only  way  in  which 
the  office  and  the  public  can  make  up  their  accounts. 

In  e&ct  such  a  scheme  is  ^ot  calculated  to  produce, 
but  to  prevent  reformation.  It  holds  out  a  shadow  of 
present  gain  to  a  greedy  and  necessitous  public,  to  du 
vert  their  attention  from  those  abuses,  which  in  reality 
are  the  great  causes  of  their  wants*    It  is  a  composition 
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to  stajr  cnquiiy  ;  it  b  si  fine  paid  hy  toknuDp^enieat; 
for  the  renewal  of  its  lease.  What  is  worse,  it  is  afine 
paid  by  kidustry  and  merit,  fen*  an  indemnity  to  the  idle 
and  the  worthless.  Bat  I  shall  say  no  more  upon  tiiif 
topic,  because  (whatever  may  be  given  out  to  thd  contra^ 
ry)  I  know  that  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  per« 
fectly  agrees  with  me  in  these  sentiments. 

Having  thus,  sir,  rejected  the  plan  of  a  taxation  of 
office,-^my  next  business  was  to  find  somethii^  wfaiiA 
might  be  really  substantial  and  effectual.  I  am  quite 
olear,  that  if  we  do  not  go  to  the  very  origin  and  first 
ruling  cause  of  grievances,  we  do  nothing.  What  dods  it 
signify  to  turn  abuses  out  <tf  one  door,  if  we  are  to  let 
tlurai  in  at  «iother?  What  does  it  sig^fy  to  promote 
economy  upon  a  measure,  and  to  su&r  it  to  be  subvert- 
ed in  the  principle  ?  Our  mimsters  are  far  frcmi  beisg 
wholly  to  blame  for  the  present  ill  order  which  prevails. 
Whilst  institutions  directly  repugnant  to  good  manage* 
ment  are  suffered  to  remam,  no  effectual  or  lasting  re* 
form  ^n  be  introduced. 

I  therefore  thought  it  necessary,  as  soon  as  I  conceiv- 
ed thoughts  of  submitting  to  you  some  plan  of  refinrm, 
to  take  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  state  of  this  coim* 
try  ;  to  make  a  sort  of  survey  of  its  jurisdictions,  its 
estates,  and  its  establishments.  Something,  in  every 
one  of  them,  seemed  to  me  to  stand  in  the  way  of  all 
economy  in  their  administratimi,  and  prevented  evexy 
possibility  of  methodizing  the  system.  But  being,  as  I 
ought  to  be,  doubtful  of  myself,  I  was  resolved  not  to 
proceed  ip  an-  arbi$rar%f  manner,  in  any  pardcular  wfaieh 
tended  to  change  the  setded  state  of  tUngs,  or  in  any 
degree  to  affect  the  fortune  or  situation,  the  interest  or 
the  importance  of  any  individual.  By  an  arbitrary 
procee^Qng,  I  mean  one  conducted  by  the  private  opi- 
fiions,  tastes,  at  feelings,  of  the  man  who  attempts  to 
regulate.  These  private  measures  are  not  standards  of 
the  exchequer,  nor  balances  of  the  sanctuary.  General 
principles  Qamwt  be  debauched  ^  corrupted  by  interest 
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or  capricei  and  bjr  thofte  ipriticiples  I  was  raaalved  to 
work. 

Sir,  before  I  proceed  Airtho*,  I  will  laf  these  prin*- 
€^8  loirly  before  you^  that  afterwards  you  may  be  i» 
a  coadition  to  judge  whether  every  object  of  regulatton, 
as  I  propose  it,  comes  fairly  under  its  rule.  This  wiH 
exceedingly  shorten  all  discussion  between  us,  if  we  atie 
per&cdy  in  earnest  in  establishing  a  system  of  good  ma- 
nagement. I  therefore  lay  down  to  myself,  seven  fun- 
dmental  rules ;  they  might  indeed  be  reduced  to  two 
or  three  simple  maxims,  but  they  would  be  too  general^ 
and  their  applicatioi^  to  the  several  heads  of  the  busmess 
before  us,  would  not  be  so  distinct  and  visible.  I  eoiK 
ceive,  then, 

Finty  That  all  jurisdictions  whidi  furnish  mora  mat- 
ter of  expence,  more  temptation  to  oppression,  or  more 
means  and  instruments  of  corrupt  influence,  thmi  ad- 
vantage to  justice  or  political  administmtion,  ought  to  be 
abolished* 

SecMxUyj  That  all  public  estates  which  are  mcxe  sub* 
servient  to  the  purposes  of  vexing,  overawing,  and  in* 
fluencing  those  who  hold  under  them,  and  to  the  esc- 
pcnoe  m  reception  and  management,  than  of  benefit  to 
tbe  revenue,  ought,  upon  every  principle,  both  c^reve^ 
Due  and  of  freedom,  to  be  disposed  of. 

Tlwrdltfy  That  all  offices  which  bring  more  charge 
than  prc^rtional  advantage  to  the  state;  that  all  of- 
fices which  may  be  ei^rafked  on  others,  uniting  end 
simplifying  their  duties,  ought  in  the  first  ^ease,  to  be 
taken  away ;  and  in  the  secoi^  to  be  consolidated. 

FaurMyy  That  all  such  offices  ought  to  be  abolished 
as  obstruct  the  prospect  of  the  general  superintendant 
of  finance ;  which  destroy  his  superintendency,  whidi 
dtmble  him  from  foreseeing  and  providing  for  charges 
as  they  may  occur;  from  preventing  expence^ in  its 
origin,  checking  it  in  its  progress,  or  securing  its  ap-> 
plication  to  its  proper  purposes.  A  minister  under 
whcHn  expenoes  ican  be  made  without  his  knowle<^;e,  can 
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never  say  what  it  is  that  he. can  spends  or  what  it  is  that 
he  can  save. 

Fifthly^  That  it  is  proper  to  establish  an  invariable 
order  in  all  payments ;  which  will  prevent  partiality ; 
which  will  give  preference  to  services,  not  according  to 
the  importunity  of  the  demandant,  but  the  rank  and  or* 
der  of  their  utility  or  their  justice. 

Sixthly y  That  it  is  right  to  reduce  every  establish- 
ment, and  every  part  of  an  establishment  (^s  nearly  as 
possible)  to  certain^,  the  life  of  all  order  and  good  ma- 
n^[ement. 

Seventhly^  That  all  subordinate  treasuries,  as  the' 
Uurseries  of  mismanagement,  and  as  naturally  drawing 
to  themselves  as  much  money  as  they  can,  keeping  it 
as  long  as  they  c^,  and  accounting  for  it  as  late  as 
they  can,  ought  to  be  dissolvedf  They  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  perplex  and  distract  the  public  accounts,  and  to 
excite  a  suspicion  of  government,  even  beyond  the  ex- 
tent of  their  abuse. 

Under  the  authority  and  with  the  guidance  of  these 
principles,  I  proceed ;  wishing  that  nothing  in  any  esta- 
blishment may  be  changed,  where  I  am  not  able  to 
make  a  strong,  direct,  and  solid  application  of  those 
principles,  or  of  some  one  of  them.  An  econon^icat 
constitution  is  a  necessary  basis  for  an  economical  ad- 
ministration. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  sovereign  jurisdictions,  I 
must  observe,  sir,  that  whoever  takes  a  view  of  this 
kingdom  in  a  cursory  manner,  will  imagine,  that  he  be- 
holds a  solid,  compacted,  uniform  system  of  monarchy  \ 
in  which  all  inferior  jurisdictions  are  but  as  rays  di vot- 
ing from  one  center.  But  on  examining  it  more  nearly, 
you  find  much  eccentricity  and  confusion.  It  is  not  a 
monarchy  in  strictness.  But,  as  in  the  Saxon  times  this 
country  was  an  heptarchy,  it  is  now  a  strange  sort  of 
pentarchy.  It  is  divided  into  five  several  distinct  prin- 
cipalities, besides  the  supreme.  There  is  indeed  this 
difference  from  the  Saxon  times,  that  as  in  the  itinerant 
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exhibidons  of  the  stage^*  for  want  of  a  complete  coin« 
pBuy,  they  are  obliged  to  caat  a  variety  of  parts  on  their 
chief  performer  ;  so  our  sovereign  condescends  himself 
to  act/  not  only  the  principal,  but  aU  the  subordinate 
parts  in  the  play.     He  condescends  to  dissipate  the 
royal  character,  and  to  trifle  with  those  light,  subordi- 
nate, lackered*  sceptres,  in  those  hands  that  sustain  the 
ball  representing  me  world,  or  which  wield  the  trident 
that  commands  the  ocean.     Cross  a  brook,  and  you  lose 
the  king  of  England  ;  but  you  have  some  comfort  in 
coming  again  under  his  majesty,  though  ^'  shorn  of  hi& 
beams,"  and  no  more  than  prince  of  Wales.     Go  to  the 
north,  and  you  find  him  dwindled  to^a  duke  of  Lancas* 
ter  ;  turn  to  the  west  of  that  north,  and  he  pops  upon 
you  in  the  humble  character  of  earl  of  Chester.     Travel 
a  few  miles  on,  the  earl  of  Chester  disappears,  and  the 
king  surprises  you  again  as  count  palatine  of  Lancaster* 
If  you  travel  beyond  Mount  Edgecomb,  you  find  him 
once  more  in  his  incognito,  and  he  is  duke  oi  ComwalL 
So  that,  quite  fatigued  and  satiated  with  this  dull  variety, 
you  are  infinitely  refreshed  when  you  return  to  the  sphere 
of  his  proper  splendour,  and  behold  your  amiable  sove-^ 
reign  in  his  true,  simple^  undisguised)  native  character 
of  majesty. 

In  every  one  of  these  five  principalities,  duchies^ 
palatinates,  there  is  a  regular  establishment  of  consider, 
able  expence,  and  most  domineering  influence.  As  his 
majesty  submits  to  appear  in  this  state  of  subordination 
to  himself,  so  his  loyal  peers  and  faithful  commons  at* 
tend  his  royal  transformations ;  and  are  not  so  nice  as 
to  refuse  to  nibble  at  those  crumbs  of  emoluments,  which 
console  their  petty  metamorphoses.  Thus  every  one  oC 
these  principsdities  has  the  apparatus  of  a  kingdom,  for 
the  jurisdiction  over  a  few  private  estates  ;  and  the  for- 
mality and  charge  of  the  exchequer  of  Great  Britain^ 
for  collecting  the  rents  of  a  country  squire.  Cornwall 
is  the  best  of  them ;  but  when  you  compare  the  charge 
with  the  receipt,  you  will  find  that  it  furnishes  no  ex- 
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eeption  to  the  general  rule.  The  duchy  and  county 
pdatine  of  Lancaster  do  not  yield,  as  I  luive  reaaon  to 
bdieve,  on  an  average  of  twenty  years,  four  thouasmd 
pounds  a  year  clear  to  the  crown.  As  to  Wales,  and 
the  county  palatine  of  Chester,  I  have  my  doubts,  whc- 
Aer  then-  productive  exchequer  yields  aiqr  returns  at  all. 
Tet  one  may  say,  that  this  revenue  is  more  faithfully 
applied  to  its  purposes  than  the  rest ;  as  it  exists  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  multiplying  offices,  and  extending  in- 
fluence. 

An  attempt  was  lately  made  to  improve  this  branch  of 
local  influence,  smd  to  transfer  it  to  the  fund  of  general 
Corruption.  I  have  on  the  seat  behind  me,  the  consti* 
tution  of  Mr.  John  Probert ;  a  lcnight*errant,  dubbed  by 
the  noUe  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon^  and  sent  to  search  for 
revenues  and  adventures  upon  the  mountains  of  Wales* 
The  commission  is  remarkable  ;  and  the  event  not  less 
so.  The  commission  sets  forth,  that  ^'  upon  a  report 
of  the  deputy  auditor  (for  there  is  a  deputy  auditor)  of 
liie  principality  of  Wales,  it  appeared,  that  his  majes- 
ty's land -revenues  in  the  said  principality,  are  greatly 
diminished  ;" — ^and  "  that  upon  a  report  ol  the  sumeyor 
general  of  his  majesty's  land*revenues,  upon  a  memorial 
of  the  auditor  of  his  majesty's  revenues  within  the  said 
principality y  that  his  mines  and  forests  have  produced 
very  tittle  proHt  either  to  the  public  revenue  or  to  indivi* 
duals  ;*'— ^and  therefore  they  appoint  Mr.  Probert,  with 
a  pension  of  three  hundred  poimds  a  vear  from  the  said 
principality,  to  try  whether  he  can  make  any  thing  m<»e 
of  that  very  Kttle  which  is  stated  to  be  so  greatly  dimi- 
nished. "  A  beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes.^^  And 
yet,  sir,  you  will  remark — ^that  this  diminution  from  lit- 
tleness (which  serves  only  to  prove  the  infinite  divisibi- 
lity of  matter)  was  not  for  want  of  the  tender  and  offi- 
cious care  (as  we  see)  of  surveyors  general,  and  survey- 
ors particular ;  of  auditors  and  deputy-auditors  ;  not  for 
Want  of  memorials,  and  remonstrances,  and  reports,  and 
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conunissionsy  and  constitutions,  and  inquisitions,  and 
pensions. 

Frobert  thus  anned  and  acooutred,  and  paid,  pro* 
ceeded  on  his  adventure  ;  but  he  was  no  sooner  arrived 
on  the  confines  of  Wales,  than  all  Wales  was  in  armf 
to  meet  Inm.  That  nation  is  brave  and  full  of  spirit. 
Since  the  invasion  of  king  Edward,  and  the  massacre  of 
the  bards,  there  never  was  such  a  tumult,  and  alanni 
and  uproar,  through  the  region  of  Prestatyn.  Smw^ 
dm  abode  to  its  b^  ;  Cader  Edris  was  loosened  from 
its  foundations.  The  fury  of  litigious  war  blew  her 
horn  on  the  mountains.  The  rocks  poured  down  their 
goatherds,  and  the  deep  caverns  vomited  out  their  mi'* 
nekv.  Every  thing  above  ground,  and  every  thii^  under 
ground,  was  in  arms. 

In  short,  sir,  to  alight  from  my  Welch  Pegasus,  and 
to  come  to  level  ground;  the  Preux  Chevalier  Probert 
went  to  look  for  revenue,  like  his  masters  upon  other 
occasions;  and  like  his  masters,  he  found  rebellion* 
But  we  were  grown  cautious  by  experience.  A  civil 
war  of  paper  might  end  in  a  more  serious  war ;  for  now 
remonstrance  met  remonstrance,  and  memorial  was  op* 
posed  to  memorial.  In  truth,  sir,  the  attempt  was  no 
less  an  aflOront  upon  the  understanding  qf  that  respects* 
ble  people,  than  it  was  an  attack  on  their  properqr  The 
wise  Britons  thought  it  more  reasonable,  that  the  poor^ 
wasted,  decrepit  revenue  of  the  principality,  should 
die  a  natural  than  a  violent  death.  They  chose  that 
their  ancient  moss-grown  castles  should  moulder  into  de« 
cay,  under  the  silent  touches  of  time,  and  the  slow  for* 
mality  of  an  oblivious  and  drowsy  exchequer,  rather  than 
that  they  should  be  battered  down  allat<Mice,  by  the 
lively  efforts  of  a  pensioned  engineer.  As  it  is  the 
fortone  cf  the  noble  lord  to  whom  the  auspices  of  this 
campaign  belonged,  frequently  to  provoke  resistance,  so 
it  is  bis  rule  and  his  nature  to  yield  to  that  resistance  m 
all  casts  whatsoever*  He  was  true  to  himself  on  this 
occasion.  He  submitted  with  spirit  to  the  spirited  re- 
Vol.*  IL  29 
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snonstrances  of  the  Wdch.  Mr;  Frobert  gave  up  hh 
adventure,  and  keeps  his  pension — and  so  ends  '*  the 
famous  history  of  the  revenue  adventuren  of  the  bold 
baron  North,  and  the  good  knight  Frobert,  upon  tbe 
mountains  of  Venodotia* " 

In  such  a  state  is  the  exchequer  of  Wales  at  present^ 
that,  upon  the  report  of  the  treasury  itself,  its  lUtle  xc^ 
venue  is  greatly  diminished ;  and  we  see  by  .the  whole 
of  this  strange  transaction,  that  an  attempt  to  inifirove 
it  produces  resistance ;  the  resistance  produces  submis- 
sion  ;  and  the  whole  ends  in  pension. 

It  is  nearly  the  same  with  the  revenues  erf*  the  duchy 
of  Lancaster.  To  do  nothing  with  them  is  extinctioa ; 
to  improve  them  is  oppression.  Indeed,  the  whole  of 
the  estates  which  support  these  principalities,  is  made 
up,  not  of  revenues  and  rents  and  profitably  fines,  but 
of  claims,  of  pretensions,  of  vexations,  of  fitigations. 
They  are  exche^ers  of  unfrequent  recent,  ami  co|^ 
Btant  charge ;  a  system  of  finance,  not  fit  f^  an  eco- 
nomist who  would  be  rich  ;  not  fit  for  a. prince  who 
VI  ould  govern  his  subjects  with  equity  and  justice* 

It  is  not  only  between  prince  and  subject,  that  theae 
mock  jurisdictions,  and  mimic  revenues,  produce  great 
mischief.  They  excite  among  the  people  a  spirit  of  iiu 
forming  and  delating  ;  a  spirit  of  supplanting  and  ua^ 
dermining  one  another.  So  that  many  in  such  circunu 
stances,,  conceive  it  advantageous  to  them  rather  to  con* 
tinue  subject  to  vexation  themsdvea,  than  to  give  up  the 
means  and  chance  of  vexing  others.  It  is  exceedingly 
common  for  men  to  contract  their  love  to  their  counliy 
into  an  attachment  to  its  petty  subdivisions ;  and  tfiey 
sometimes  even  cling  to  their  provincial  abuses,  as  if 
they  were  franchises,  and  local  privileges.  Accordingly, 
in  places  where  there  is  much  of  &is  kind  of  estate^ 
persons  will  he  always  found,  wlio  Would  rather  tru^t  to 
their  talents  in  recommending  themselves  to  power  fbr 
the. renewal  of  their  interests,  than  incumber  their 
purses,  though  never  so  lightly,  in  order  to  transmit  in^ 
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dependence^  to  their  pMterity.  It  Is  a  great  mistake, 
that  the  desire  of  securing  property  is  universal  among 
mankind.  Gaming  is  a  principle  inherent  in  humaa 
nature.  It  belongs  to  us  all.  I  would  therefore  break 
those  taUes  ;  I  would  furnish  no  evil  occupation  for  that 
ffpkit.  I  would  make  every  man  look  every  where,  ex- 
cept to  the  intrigue  of  a  court,  for  the  improvement  of 
his  circumstances,  or  the  security  of  his  fortune.  I  have 
in  my  eye  a  very  strong  case  in  the  duchy  of  Lancaster 
(which  lately  occupied  Westminster-hall  and  the  house 
of  lords)  as  my  voucher  for  many  of  these  reflections.^ 

For  what  pkusible  reason  are  these  principalities  suf« 
fered  lo  exist  ?  When  a  government  is  rendered  complex 
(which  in  itself  is  no  desirable  thing)  it  ought  to  be  for 
some  political  end,  which  cannot  be  answered  otherwise. 
Subdivisions  in  government  are  only  admissible  in  fa- 
vour of  the  dignity  of  inferior  princes,  and  high  nobility  ; 
or  for  the  support  of  an  aristocratic  confederacy  under 
some  head  ;  or  for  the  conservation  of  the  franchises  of 
the  people  in  some  privileged  province.  Sudi,  for  the 
two  former  of  these  ends,  are  the  subdivisions  in  &vour 
of  the  electonal^  and  other  princes  in  the  empire :  for 
the  latter  ^of  these  purposes,  are  the  jurisdictions  of  the 
imperial  cities,  and  the*  Hanse  towns..  For  the  latter 
of  these  ends,  are  also  the  countries  of  the  States,  (P^^ 
<r  Etals)  and  certain  cities  and  orders  in  France.  Those 
are  all  regulations  with  an  object,  and  some  of  them 
with  a  very  good  ol^ect.  But  Ik>w  are  the  principles 
of  any  of  these  subdivisions  applicable  in  the  case  be«* 
fore  us  ? 

Do  they  answer  any  purpose  to  the  king  ?  The  prin- 
cipality of  Wales  was  given  by  patent  to  £dward  the 
Black  Prince,  on  the  ground  on  which  it  has  stood  ever 
since. — ^Lord  Coke  sagaciously  observes  upon  it,  '^  that 
''  in  the  charter  of  creating  the  Black  Prince  Edward 


*  Case  of  Richard  Lee,  Esq.  Appellant^  against  George  Venables 
Lord  VernoD,  RespondcDt,  in  the  year  1770. 
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prince  of  Wales,  diere  is.  a  great  nufstety^^'^ioi  less  than 
an  estate  of  inheritance,  so  great  ,a  prince  could  not 
Imve,  and  an  ab$oiute  estate  ofirAeritance  in  so  great  a 
principality  as  Wales  (this  principality  being  so  dear  to 
bim)  he  should  not  have ;  and  therefore  it  was  made, 
sibi  et  heredibus  suis  regibus  Anglue^  that  by  his  deceases 
or  attaining  to  the  crown,  it  might  be  extinguished  in 
the  crown." 

For  the  sake  of  this  fooWshmystery^  of  what  a  gfeat  prince 
could  not  have  less^  and  should  not  have  so  much\  of  a  prin* 
cipality  which  was  too  dear  to  be  given,  and  too  great  to 
be  ke^t— and  for  no  other  cause ;  that  ever  I  could  find — 
this  form  and  shadow  of  a  principality  without  any  sub- 
stance, has  been  maintained*  That  you  may  judge  in  this 
instance  (and  it  serves  for  the  rest)  of  the  diflference  between 
a  great  and  a  litde  economy,  you  will  please  to  recoltect, 
sr,  that  Wales  may  be  about  the  tenth  part  of  Ekigland  in 
size  md  population  ;  and  certainly  not  a  hundreth  part 
in  opulence.  Twelve  judges  perform  the  ^hole  of  the 
business,  both  of  the  stationary  and  the  itinerate  justice 
of  this  kingdom  ;  but  for  Wales,  there  are  eight  judges. 
There  is  in  Wales  an  excheqtier,  as  well  as  in  all  the 
duchies,  according  to  the  very  best  and  most  authentic 
absurdity  of  form.  There  are  in  all  of  them,  a  hundred 
more  difficult  trifles  and  laborious  fooleriefs,  which  serve! 
fio  other  purpose  than  to  keep  alive  corrupt  hope  and  ser* 
vile  dependence. 

•  These  principalities  are  so  far  from  contributing  to  the 
ease  of  the  king,  to  his  wealth,  or  his  dignity,  lliat  thej 
render  both  his  supreme  and  his  subordinate  authority^ 
perfecdy  ridiculous.  It  was  but  the  other  day^,  that  that 
pert  factious  fellow,  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  presumed 
to  fiy  in  the  fece  of  his  liege  lord,  our  gracious  sove- 
reign t  and  associating  with  a*  parcel  of  lawyers  as  &c« 
tious  as  himself,  to  isSb  destruction  of  all  law  and  order ^ 
and  in  committees  leaditfg  directly  to  rebellion — ^pre- 
sumed to  go  to  law  with  the  king.  The  object  is  neither 
your  bosinessi  nor  mine*    Which  of  the  parties  got  the 
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better  I  redly  foi^t;  I  thmk  it  was  (as  itoi;^bt  to  be)  the 
king.  The  material  j>oint  is,  that  the  suit  cost  about  fifteen 
thousand  pounds.  But  as  the  duke  of  •Lancaster  is  but 
a  sort  of  duke  Humphrey^  and  not  worth  a  groat,  our 
sovereign  was  obliged  to  pay  the  costs  of  both.  ludeed^ 
this  art  of  converting  a  great  monarch  into  a  little  prince, 
this  royal  masquerading^  is  a  very  dangerous  and  expen- 
sive amusement,  and  one  of  the  king's  menus  plaisirs^ 
which  ought  to  be  reformed*  This  duchy,  which  is 
not  worth  four  thousand  pounds  a  year  at  best,  to  reve* 
nue^  is  worth  forty  or  fifty  thousand  to  in/luence. 

The  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  the  county  palatine  of 
Lancaster,  answered,  I  admit,  some  purpose  in  their 
original  creation.  They  tended  to  make  a  subject  imi- 
tate  a  prince*  When  Henry  the  Fourth  fi-om  that  stair 
ascended  the  throne,  high  minded  as  he  was,  he  was  no6 
willing  to  kick  away  the  ladder.  To  prevent  that  prin- 
cipality  from  being  extinguished  in  the  crown,  he  severed 
it  by  act  of  parliament.  He  had  a  motive,  such  as  it 
was ;  he  thought  his  title  to  the  crown  unsound,  and  his 
possession  insecure.  He  therefore  managed  a  retreat  in 
bis  duchy  ;  which  loid  Coke  calls  (I  do  not  know  why) 
par  multis  regnis.  He  Battered  himsdf  that  it  was  prac- 
ticable to  make  a  projecting  point  half  way  down,  to 
break  his  &11  from  the  precipice  of  royalty ;  as  if  it  were 
possible  for  one  who  had  lost  a  kingdom  to  keep  any  thing 
else.  However,  it  is  evident  that  he  thought  so.  When 
Henry  the  Fifth  united,  by  act  of  parliament^  the  estates 
of  his  mother  to  the  duchy,  he  had  the  same  predilection 
with  his  father  to  the  root  of  his  &mily  honours,  and 
the  same  policy  in  entering  the  sphere  of  a  possible  re* 
treat  from  the  slippery  royalty  of  the  two  great  crowns  he 
held.  All  this  was  changed  b^.  Edward  the  Fourth. 
He  had  no  such  family  partialities,  and  his  policy  wast 
the  reverse  of  that  of  Henry  the  Fourth  and  Henry  the 
Fifth.  He  accordingly  again  united  the  duchy  of 
Lancaster  to  the  crown.  But  when  Henry  the  Se. 
venth,  who  diose  to  consider  himself  as  of  the  house 


»•  EDMUND  BURKB.  [A^  D.  Wm 

Of  Lancaster,  came  to  the  throne,  he  brought  mA 
him  the  old,  pretensions,  and  the  old  politics  of  that 
house.  A  new  act  of  parliament,  a  second  time, 
dissevered  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  from  the  crown; 
and  in  that  line  things  continued  until  the  subversion  of 
the  monarchy,  when  principalities  and  powers  fell  along 
with  the  throne.  The  duchy  of  Lancaster  must  have 
been  extinguished,  if  Cromwell,  who  began  to  form  ideas 
of  a^randizinghb  house,  and  raising  the  several  branches 
of  it,  had  not  caused  the  duchy  to  be  again  separated 
from  the  commonwealth,  by  an  act  of  the  parliament  of 
those  times. 

What  partiality,  what  objects  of  the  politics  o£  the 
house  of  Lancaster,  or  of  CromwelU  hisfs  his  present 
majesty,  or  his  majesty's  family?  What  power  have 
they  within  any  of  these  principalities,  whidi  they  have 
not  within  their  kingdom  ?  In  what  manner  is  the  digtiity 
of  the  nobility  concerned  in  these  principalities?  What 
rights  have  the  subject  there,  which  they  have  not  at  least 
equally  in  every  other  part  (rf*  the  nation  ?  These  i£stinc- 
tions  exist  for  no  good  end  to  the  king,  to  the  nobility, 
or  to  the  people.  They  ought  not  to  exist  at  all.  If  the 
crown  (contrary  to  its  nature,  but  most  conformably  to 
the  whole  tenor    of  the    advice  that   has  been   lately 

g'ven)  should  so  far  forget  its  dignity,  as  to  contead, 
at  tiiese  jurisdictions  and  revenues  are  estates  of  pri- 
vate property,  I  am  rather  for  acting  as  if  that  ground- 
less claim  were  of  some  vireight,  than  for  giving  up  that 
essential  part  of  the  reform.  I  would  value  the  clear 
income,  and  give  a  dear  annuity  to  the  crown,  taken  on 
the  medium  produce  for  twenty  years. 

If  the  crown  has  any  favourite  name  or  tide,  if  the 
subject  has  any  matter  of  local  accommodation  within 
any  of  these  jurisdictions,  it .  is  meant  to  preserve  them ; 
and  to  improve  them,  if  any  improvement  can  be  sug- 
vgested.  As  to  the  crown  reversions  or  tides  upon  the 
property  of  the  people  there,  it  is  proposed  fo  conve^ 
them  from  a  snare  to  their  independence,  into  a  relief 
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^m  dieir  bartfaens*  I  propose,  tberefore,  to  unite  dl 
the  fivp  principalities  to  mt  crown,  and  to  its  ordinary 
jurisdiction ;  to  abolish  all  those  offices  that  produos  an 
useless  md  chargeable  separation  from  the  body  of  the 
people ;  to  compensate  ^ose  who  do  not  hold  their 
offices  (if  any  such  there  are)  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
erown ;  to  extinguish  vexatious  titles  by  an  act  of  short 
limitation ;  to  sell  those  unprofitable  estates  which  sup- 
port useless  jurisdictions ;  and  to  turn  the  tenant»>right  into 
a.  fee,  on  such  modf^rate  terms  as  will  be  better  for  the 
state  thsm  its  present  right)  and  which  it  is  impossible  for 
any  rational  tenant  to  refuse. 

As  to  the  duchies,  their  judicial  economy  may  be 
provided  for  without  chai^.  They  have  only  toffiUof 
course  into  the  common  county  administration*  A  com- 
mission  more  or  less  made  or  omitted,  settles  the  matter 
folly.  As  to  Wales,  it  has  been  proposed  to  add  a  judge 
to  the  several  courts  of  Westminster-hall ;  and  it  has 
been  considered  as  an  improvement  in  itself.  For  my 
part,  I  cannot  pretend  to  speak  upon  it  with  clearness 
or  with  decision  ;  but  certainly  this  arrai^ment  would 
be  more  than  sufficient  for  Wales.  Mv  original  thought 
was  to  suppress  five  of  the  eight  judges,  and  to  leave 
the  chief  justice  of  Chester,  with  the  two  senior  judges  ; 
and,  to  fiicilitate  the  business,  to  throw  the  twelve  coun- 
ties into  six  districts,  holding  the  sessions  ahemately  in 
the  counties  of  which  each  district  shall  be  composed* 
But  on  this  I  shall  be  more  cleat  when  I  come  to  the  par- 
ticular bill* 

Sir.  the  house  will  now  see  whether,  in  praying  for 
judgment  against  the  minor  principalities,  I  do  not  act 
in  conformity  to  the  laws  that  I  had  laid  down  to  myself, 
of  getting  rid  of  every  jurisdiction  more  subservient  to 
oppression  and  expence,  than  to  any  end  of  justice  or 
honest  policy  ;  of  abolishing  offices  more  expensive  than 
useful  ;  of  combining  duties  improperly  separated  ; 
of  chasing  revenues  more  vexatious  than  productive, 
into  ready  money ;  of  suppressing  offices  which  stand 
in  the  way  of  economy ;  and  of  cutting  off  lulling  sub- 
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ordinate  treasuries.  Diqmte  the  rules ;  controvert  the 
applicatiota ;  or  give  your  hands  to  this  salutaiy  mea- 
sure. 

Most  of  the  same  rules  will  be  found  applicable  to 
my  second  object— M^  landed  estate  of  the  crown.  A 
landed  estate  is  certainly  the  very  worst  which  the  crown 
can  possess.  AU  minute  and  dispersed  possessions, 
possessions  that  are  often  of  indeterminate  value,  and 
which  require  a  continued  personal  attendance,  are  of 
a  nature  m(n«  P^^Pf  >"  ^^^  private  management,  than  public 
administration.-^They  are  fitter  for  die  care  of  a  frugal 
land  steward,  than  of  an  office  in  the  state.  Whatever 
they  may  possibly  have  been  in  other  times,  or  in  other 
countries,  they  are  not  of  magnitude  enough  with  us  to 
occupy  a  pubUc  department,  nor  to  provide  for  a  public 
object.  They  are  already  given  up  to  parliament,  sokI 
the  gift  is  not  of  great  value«  Common  prudence  dic- 
tates, even  in  the  management  of  private  aiSairs^  that  all 
dispersed  and  chargeable  estates,  would  be  sacrificed  to 
the  relief  of  estates  more  compact  and  better  circum* 
stanced. 

As  to  ^forest  tabids,  in  which  the  crown  has  (where 
they  are  not  granted  or  prescriptively  held)  the  dominion 
of  the  soil^  and  the  vert  and  ve^iison  ;  that  b  to  say,  the 
timber  and  the  game,  and  in  which  the  people  have  a 
variety  of  rights,  in  common  of  herbage,  and  other  com- 
mons, according  to  the  usage  of  the  several  forests ;— ^ 
propose  to  have  those  rights  of  the  crown  valued,  as  ma- 
nerial  rights  are  valued  on  an  inclosure,  and  a  defined 
portion  of  land  to  be  given  for  them  ;  which  land  is  to 
be  sold  for  the  public  benefit. 

As  to  the  timber,  I  propose  a  survey  of  the  whole. 
What  is  useless  for  the  naval  purposes  of  the  kingdomi 
I  would  condemn,  and  dispose  of  for  the  security  of 
what  may  be  useful ;  and  to  inclose  such  other  parts  as 
may  be  most  fit  to  furnish  a  perpetual  supply;  wholly 
extinguishing,  for  a  very  obvious  reason,  all  right  of  t^- 
nisoH  in  those  parts. 

I  believci  sir,  it  will  hardly  be  necessary  for  me  to 
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add,  Ibftt  iif  tUs^.  sale,  of  the  lahded  estate  of  the 
crown  I  naturally  except  all  the  houses,  gaidena»  aod 
parks  belonging  to  the  cro^vn,  and  such  one  forest  as 
shall  be  chosen  by  his  majesty,  as  best  acconunodated  t« 
his  pleasures. 

By  ineani^  of  this  part  of  the  reform,  will  fall  the  ex* 
pensive  office  of  surveyor  general^  with  all  the  influence 
that  attends  it.  By  this,  will  fall  two  chi^ justices  m 
EyrCy  with  all  their  train  of  dependants.  You  need  bo 
under  no  apprehension,  sir,  that  your  office  is  to  be 
touched  in  its  emoluments.  Th^  are  yours  by  law  l 
and  they  are  but  a  moderate  pan  of  the  compensation 
wluch  b  given  to  jrou  for  the  ability  with  which  you  exe- 
cute an  office  of  quite  another  sort  of  importance  :  It  is 
far  from  overpaying  your  diligence ;  or  more  than  suffici^ 
ent  for  sustaining  die  high  rank  you  stand  in,  as  the  first 
gentleman  of  England.  As  to  the  duties  of  your  chief 
justiceahip,  they  are  very  different  from  those  for  which 
you  have  received  the  office.  Your  dignity  is  too  high 
for  a  jurisdiction  over  wild  beasts  ;  and  your  learning 
and  talents  too  valuable  to  be  wasted  as  chief  justice  of 
a  desert.  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  myself,  that  you,  sir, 
should  be  stuck  up  as  a  useless  piece  of  antiquity. 

I  have  now  disposed  of  the  unprofitable  landed  estates 
of  the  crown,  and  thrown  them  into  the  mass  of  private 
property  ;  by  which  they  will  come,  through  the  course 
of  circulation,  and  through  the  political  secretions  of 
the  state,  into  our  better  understood  and  better  ordered 
revenues. 

I  come  next  to  the  great  supreme  body  of  the  civil 
government  itself.  I  approach  it  with  diat  awe  and  re-> 
verence  with  which  a  young  physician  approaches  to  the 
cure  of  the  disorders  of  his  parent.  Disorders,  sir,  and 
infirmities,  there  are— such  disorders,  that  all  attempts 
towards  method,  prudence,  and  frugality,  will  be  per- 
fectly vain,  whilst  a  system  of  confusion  remains,  which 
is  not  only  alien  but  adverse  to  all  economy  ;  a  system, 
which  is  not  only  prodigal  in  its  very  essence,  but  causes 
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eveiT  diing  cbe  which  belongs  to  it  to  be  pradigafif 
^conducted. 

It  is  impossible,  sir,  for  any  person  to  be  an  eeono^ 
mist  where  no  order  in  payments  is  established ;  it  is 
impossible  for  a  man  to  be  an  economist,  who  is  not  able 
to  take  a  comparative  view  of  his  means,  and  of  his  ex* 
pences,  for  the  year  which  lies  before  him ;  it  is  inu 
possible  for  a  man  to  be  an  economist,  under  whom  va* 
rious  officers  in  their  several  departments  may  qpend, 
even  just  what  they  please,--^and  often  with  an  emula« 
tion  of  expence,  as  contributing  to  the  importance^  if 
not  profit,  of  their  several  departments.— Thus  much 
is  certain ;  that  neither  the  present,  nor  any  other  first 
lord  of  the  treasury,  has  been  ever  able  to  take  a  survey^ 
or  to  make  even  a  tolerable  guess,  of  the  expences  of 
government  for  any  one  year ;  so  as  to  enable  him  wiA 
die  least  degree  of  certainty,  or  even  probability,  to  bring 
his  affairs  withm  compass.  Whatever  scheme  may  be 
formed  upon  them,  must  be  made  on  a  calculatioa  off 
chances.  As  things  are  circumstanced,  the  first  lord  of 
the  treasuiy  cannot  make  an  estimate*  I  am  sure  I  serve 
the  king,  and  I  am  sure  I  assist  administration,  by  put<- 
ting  economy  at  least  in  their  power.  We  must  elau 
services  ;  we  must  (as  far  as  their  nature  admits)  appro* 
priate  funds ;  or  every  thing,  however  reformed,  will 
fall  again  into  the  old  confusion. 

Coming  upon  this  ground  of  the  civil  list,  the  first 
thing  in  dignity  and  charge  that  attracts  our  notice,  is 
the  royal  household.  This  establishment,  in  my  opinion, 
is  exceedingly  abusive  in  its  constitution.  It  is  formed 
upon  manners  and  customs,  that  have  long  since  cx^- 
pired.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  formed,  in  many  re^^ects, 
upon  fiudal  principles.  In  the  feudai  times,  it  was  not 
uncommon,  even  among  subjects,  for  the  lowest  offices 
to  be  held  by  considerable  persons ;  persons,  as  unfit  fay 
their  incapacity,  as  improper  from  tl^ir  rank,  to  occupy 
puch  employments.  They  were  held  by  patent,  some- 
times for  lifci  and  ^qietup^s  by  ij4ierit«nce.    Jf  mj 
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memory  does  not  deceive  me>  a  person  oi  Ao  digfat  coii« 
sideration  held  the  office  of  patent  hereditary  cook  to  an 
eoriof  Warwick.-^The  earl  of  Warwick's  soups»  I  fear« 
were  not  the  better  fw  the  dignity  of  his  kitchen.  I 
think  it  was  an  earl  of  Gloucester,  who  officiated  as 
8tevmnl  of  the  household  to  the  archbishops  of  Canter« 
buiy  •  Instances  of  the  same  kind  may  in  some  degree 
be  found  in  the  Northumberland  house^book,  and  other 
bmily  records.  There  was  some  reason  in  ancient  lut^ 
cessities,  for  these  ancient  customs.  Protection  was 
wanted;  and  the  domestic  tie,  though  not  the  highest, 
was  the  closest. 

The  king'9  household  has  not  only  several  strong 
traces  of  this/eudaiityy  but  it  is  formed  also,  upon  th« 
principles  of  a  body  corporate.  It  has  its  own  magis- 
trates, courts*  and  b^-laws.  This  might  be  necessary 
in  the  ancknt  times,  m  order  to  have  a  government  with« 
in  itself,  capable  of  regulating  the  Yast  and  often  unruly 
multitude  which  composed  and  attended  it.  This  was 
the  origin  of  the  ancient  court  called  the  Green  Clo^ 
composed  of  the  marshal,  treasurer,  and  other  great 
officers  of  the  household,  with  certain  clerks.  The  rich 
subjects  oi  the  kingdom,  who  had  formerly  the  sam* 
establishments,  (only  on  a  reduced  scale)  have  since  al« 
tered  their  economy  {  and  turned  the  course  of  their  ez- 
pence,  from  the  maintenance  of  vast  esublishments  with^ 
in  their  walls,  to  the  employment  of  a  great  variety  of 
independent  trades  abroad.  Their  influence  is  lessened  f 
but  a  mode  of  accommodation  and  a  style  of  splendour^ 
suited  to  the  manners  of  the  times*  has  been  encreased* 
Royalty  Itself  has  insensibly  followed ;  and  the  royal 
household  has  been  carried  away  by  the  resistless  tide 
of  manners:  but  with  this  very  material  difference'*^ 
Private  men  have  got  rid  of  the  establishments  along 
with  the  reasons  of  them ;  whereas  the  royal  household 
has  lost  all  that  was  stately  and  venerable  in  the  antiqne 
nuMmers,  without  retrenching  any  thing  of  the  cumbrous 
charge  of  a  Gothip  establishmemu    It  i^jiirunk  into  the 
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poUshed  fitdehess  of  modem  elegance  dfid  persoiuSl 
accommodation.  It  has  evaporated  from  the  gross  con* 
Crete,  into  an  essence  and  rectified  spirit  of  expence, 
where  yoti  have  tuns  of  ancient  pomp  in  a[  vial  of  modem 
luxury.' 

But  when  the  reason  of  old  establishments  is  g6n^^ 
it  is  absurd  to  preserve  nothing  but  the  burthen  df 
diem.  This  is  superstitiously  to  embalm  a  carcass 
not  worth  an  ounce  of  the  gums  diat  are  used  to  pre* 
■erre  it.  It  is  to  bum  precious  oils  in  the  tomb;  it 
is  to  ctfer  meat  and  drink  to  the  dead,— not  so  much 
an  honour  to  the  deceased,  as  a  disgrace  to  the  survivors! 
Our  palaces  are  vast  inhospitable  halls*  There  the 
bleak  winds,  there,  *^  Boreas,  and  Eurus,  and  Calirus,' 
and  Argestes  loud^''  howling  through  the  vacant  lobbies, 
and  clattering  the  doors  of  desert^  guard-rooms,  ap- 
pal the  imaginatiOR,  and  conjure  up  tiie  grim  Bptctrtn 
of  departed  tyrants-*-the  Saxon,  the  Norman,  and  the 
Dane;  the  stem  Edwards  and  the  ierce  Henrys — who 
stalk  from  desolation  to  desolation,  through  tl^  dreary 
vacuity,  and  melancholy  succession  of  chili  and  comfort- 
less chambers.  When  this  tumult  subsides,  a  dead,  and 
still  more  ing^htftil  silenoe  would  reign  in  this  desert,  if 
eveiy  now  and  then  the  tacking  of  hammers  did  not  an- 
nonnce,  that  those  constant  attendants  upon  all  courts,  in 
ali  ages,  iobbs,  were  stitt  alive ;  for  whose  sake  alone  it  is, 
that  any  trace  of  ancient  gnuideur  is  suffered  to  remain. 
These  palaces  are  a  true  emblem  of  some  gbvommems ; 
the  inhabitants  {ire  decayed,  but  the  governors  and 
magistrates  stiU  flourish.  They  put  me  in  mind  of 
OU  Sanmj  where  the  representatives,  more  in  number 
than  the  constituents,  only  serve  to  inform  us,  that 
this  was  once  a  place  of  trade,  and  sounding  with  *^the 
busy  hum  of  men/*  though  now  you  can  only  trace  the 
streets  by  the  colour  of  the  com ;  and  its  sole  manufac- 
ture is  ih  members  of  parliament. 

These   old    establishments  were    formed  also  on  a 
third  princ^kte,  «tiU  more  adveise  to  the  living  economy 
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or  the  tge.  They  were  formed,  sir,  on  the  principle 
of  purveyance^  and  receipt  in  kind.  In  former  days, 
when  the  household  was  vast,  and  the  supply  scanty  and 
precarious,  the  royal  purveyors,  sally  ingforth  from  under 
the  Gothic  portcullis,  to  purchase  provision  with  power 
\  and  prerogative,  instead  of  money,  brought  home  the 
plunder  <^  an  hundred  markets,  and  all  that  could  be 
seized  from  a  flying  and  hiding  country,  and  deposited 
their  spoil  in  an  hundred  caverns,  with  each  its  keeper. 
There,  every  commodity,  received  in  its  rawest  condition, 
went  through  all  the  processes  which  fitted  it  for  use. 
This  inconvenient  receipt  produced  an  economy  suited 
only  to  itself.  It  multiplied  officea  beyond  all  measure  \ 
buttery,  pantry,  and  all  that  rabble  of  places,  which^ 
though  profitable  to  the  hokla*s  and  expensive  to  the 
state,  are  dmost  too  mean  to  mention. 

All  this  might  be,  and  I  believe  was  necessary  at  first 
for  it  is  remarkable,  ^bai  putueyance^  after  its  regulation 
had  been  die  subject  of  a  long  line  of  statutes,  (not  few- 
er, I  think,  than  twenty-six)  was  wholly  taken  away  by 
the  twelfth  of  Charks  the  Second ;  yet  in  the  next  year 
of  the  same  reign,  it  was  found  necessary  to  revive  it  by 
a  speeial  act  of  pariiament,  for  the  sake  of  the  king's 
journeys.  This,  sir,  is  curious ;  and  what  would  hardly 
be  expected  in  so  reduced  a  court  as  that  of  Charles  the 
Second,  and  in  so  improved  a  country  as  England  might 
dien  be  thought.  But  so  it  was.  In  our  time,  one  well 
filled  and  well  covered  stage-coach,  requires  mere  aO-* 
commodation  dian  a  royal  progress ;  and  every  district^ 
at  an  hour's  warning,  can  supply  an  army. 

I  do  not  say,  sir,  that  all  these  establishments^  whose 
principle  b  gone,  have  been  systematically  kept  up  for 
influenoe  sdely  ;  neglect  had  its  share.  But  this  I  am 
sure  of,  that  a  consideration  of  influence  has  hindered 
any  one  from  attempting  to  pull  them  down.  For  die 
purposes  of  influence,  and  for  those  purposes  only,  are 
retained  half  at  least  of  the  household  establishments. 
No  revenue,  no  not  a  royal  revenue,  coi  exist  onder  the 
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accumulated  diarge  of  ancient  esteUishmeut,  modem 
luxury.,  and  paiiiamentary  political  corruption. 

If  tterefore  we  aim  at  regulating  this  household,  the 
question  will  be,  whether  we  ought  to  economize  by 
detail^  or  by  prineiple?  The  example  we  hare  had  of 
the  success  of  an  attempt  to  economize  by  detail,  and 
under  establishments  adverse  to  the  attempt,  may  ieoA  to 
decide  this  question. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  majes^'s  reign,  l(»d  Talbot 
came  to  the  administration  of  a  great  department  in  the 
household.  I  believe  no  man  ever  entered  into  his 
majesty's  service,  or  into  the  service  of  any  prince,  with 
a  more  clear  integrity,  or  with  more  zeal  and  afibctioa 
for  the  interest  of  his  master ;  and  I  must  add,  with 
abilities  for  a  stiU  higher  service.  Economy  was  then 
announced  as  a  maxim  of  the  reign.  This  noble  lord, 
therefore,  made  several  attempts  towards  a  reform*  la 
the  year  1777,  when  the  king's  civil  list  debts  came  hst 
to  be  paid,  he  explained  very  fully  the  success  of  his 
undertaking.  He  told  the  house  of  lords,  that  he  had 
attempted  to  reduce  the  charges  of  the  king's  tables, 
and  his  kitchen. — The  thing,  sir,  was  not  below  him. 
He  knew,  that  there  is  nothing  interesting  in  die  concerns 
of  men,  whom  we  love  and  honour,  that  is  beneath  our 
attention.-—"  Love,"  says  one  of  our  old  poets,  '^^  esteems 
no  office  mean ;"  and  with  still  more  spirit,  "  £ntire 
affection  scometh  nicer  hands."  Frugality,  sir,  is  founded 
on  the  principle,  that  all  riches  have  limits.  A  royal 
household,  grown  enormous,  even  in  the  meanest  depart- 
ments, may  weaken  and  perhaps  destroy  ail  energy  in 
the  highest  offices  of  the  state.  The  gorging  a  royal 
kitchen  may  stint  and  fiunish  the  negotiations  of  a  kmg- 
dom.  Therefore,  the  object  was  worthy  of  his,  was 
worthy  oi  any  man's  attention. 

In  consequence  c^  this  noble  lord's  resolution,  (as  he 
told  the  other  house)  he  reduced  several  tables,  and  put 
the  persons  entitled  to  them  upon  board  wages,  much 
to  their  own  satisfieu^tion*    But  unluckily^  subsequent 


A*  0.  irw.]  EDMUND  BURKE*  Mf 

duties  rehiring  constant  attendanoe,  it  wu  n^  possible 
to  prevent  thqur  being  fed  where  ^they  were  emplayed 
•*-^uid  thus  this  first  step  towards  economy  doubled  the 
ezpence. 

There  was  another  disaster  far  more  doleful  than 
this.  1  shall  state  it,  as  the  cause  of  that  misfortune 
lies  at  the  bottc»n  of  almost  all  our  prodigality..  Lord 
Talbot  attempted  to  reform  the  kitchen :  but  such,  as  he 
well  observed,  is  the  consequence  c^  having  duty  done  by 
one  person  whilst  anotlier  enjoys  the  emoluments,  that 
he  found  himself  frustrated  in  all  his  designs*  On  that 
rock  his,  whole  adventure  split — ^his  whole  scheme  of 
economy  was  dashed  to  pieces.  His  department  became 
more  expensive  than  ever ;  the  civil  list  debt  accumu- 
lated— ^Why  ?  It  was  truly  from  a  cause,  which,  though 
perfectly  adequate  to  the  e&ct,  one  would  nothaveinstandy 
guessed  ;-*-  Tt  was  because  ihe  turmpit  in  the  king*s  kitchen 
was  a  member  4(f  parliament.  The  king's  domestic  ser- 
vants were  all  undone ;  hb  tradesmen  remained  unpaid 
sad  became  bankrupt-^rMM^  the  turmpit  of  the  king^s 
kitchen  was  a  member  of  parUament.  Hb  ma}eaty's 
slumbers  were  interrupted,  his  i^ow  was  stuffed  with 
thorns,  and  his  peace  of  mind  entirely  broken, — Aecauta 
the  king^s  turnspit  was  a  member  of  parUament.  The 
judges  were  unpaid ;  the  justice  of  the.  kingdom  bent 
and  gave  way ;  the  foreign  ministers  remainacl  inactive 
and  unprovided ;  the  system  of  Europe  was  dissolved;  the 
chain  of  our  aUiances  was  broken;  all  the  wheels  of 
government  at  home  and  abroad  were  stopped; — 
lecoMic  the  kmg^s  turnspit  was  a  member  tf  parlia- 
mentm 

Such,  sir,  was  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  such  the 
cause  of  that  situation,  when  his  majesty  came  a  secopd 
time  to  parliament,  to  desire  the  payment  of  those  debts 
which  the  employment  of  its  members  in  various  offices, 
visible  and  mvisible,  had  occasioned.  I  believe  that 
a  like  fate  will  attend  every  attempt  at  eccmomy  by  de- 
tail,  under  similar  circumstances,  and  in  every  departs 


inent.  A  con^kx  optfose  oftw  of  accdufnt  wd  com 
troly  is  in  itaelf»  and  even  if  members  of  parliament  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  the  most  prodigal  of  all,  things. 
The  most  audacious  robberies,  or  the  most  subtle  fraudsi 
would  never  venture  upon  such  a  waste,  aa  an  over* 
careful,  detailed  guard  against  them  will  in&Uiably  pro* 
duca  In  our  establishments  we  frequently  see  an  office 
of  an  account  of  an  hundred  pounds  a  year  expeoce^ 
and  another  office,  of  an  equal  expence,  to  coalrol 
that  office,  and  the  whole  upon  a  matter  that  ia  not  worth 
twenty  shillmgs. 

,  To  avoid  frittering  and  mumbling  dowA  the  atteatioDi 
by  a  blind  "unsystematic  observs^nce  of  every  trifle,  it  has 
ever  been  found  the  best,  way,  to  do  all  things,  whicli 
are  great  in  the  total  amount,  and  minute  in  the  com* 
ponent  parts,  by  a  genergl  contract.  The  principles 
of  trade  have  so  pervaded  every  sp!ecies  oi  dealii^ 
from  the  highest  .to  the  .lowest  objects;  all  trans* 
actions  are  got  so  much  into  system ;  that  we  may  at  a 
moment's  warning,  and  to  a  fiu*thing's  value,  be  informed 
at  what  rate  any  .service  may  be  suppliecL  No  dealing 
is  exempt  from  the  possibility  of  iraud«  But  by  a  coo^ 
tract  on  a  matter  certain,  you  have  this  advantage— you 
are  sure  to  know  the  utmost  eoptcnt  of  the  fraud  to  which 
you  are  subject*  By  a  contract  with  a  peraoii  in  his  awn 
trade^  you  arc  sure  you  shsUl  not  suffer  by  wtmt  qf  MkHl. 
Bv  a  short  contract  you  are  sure  of  making  it  the  inter ea 
of  the  ccmtractor  to  exert  that  skill  for  the  satisfaction  of 
his  employers. 

I  mean  to  derogate  nothing  from  the  diligence  or  in- 
tegrity of  the  present,  or  of  any  former  board  of  green- 
cloth.  Biit  what  skill  can  members  of  parliament  ob- 
tain in  that  low  kind  of  province  ?  What  pleasure  can 
they  liave  in  the  execution  of  that  kind  of  du^  ?  And 
if  they  should  neglect  it,  how  does  it  affect  their  interest, 
when  we  know  that  it  is  their  vote  in  parliament,  and  not 
their  diligence  in  cookery  or  catering,  that  reeommendl 
them  to  their  office,  or  keeps  them  in  it. 
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I  dieitfem  prajkise;  ifa«t  Ae  k&ig^s  tables  (to  wh&t« 
ever  number  of  tables,  <x*  covers  to  each,  he  shall  think 
proper  to  eommand)  should  be  dassed  by  the  steward 
pf  the  teuseholdy  and  should  be  contracted  for^  accord- 
mg  to  their  rank,  by  die  head  or  cover  ;->«-that  the  es« 
timaie  and  circumstance  of  the  contract  should  be  car- 
ried to  the  treasury  to  Ift  approved ;  and  that  its  &itfa« 
fill  and  satirfactory  performance  should  be  reported 
diere,  previous^  to  any  payment ;  that  there,  and  there 
only,  diould  the  payment  be  made.  I  propose,  that 
men  should  be  contracted  with  only  in  their  proper  trade  $ 
and  that  no  membef  of  parliament  should  be  capable 
of  such  contract.  By  this  plan,  almost  all  the  infinite  of* 
fices  under  Ae  lord  steward  may  be  spared;  to  the  ex« 
treme  simpliftcation,  and  to  the  far  better  execution,  of 
every  one  of  his  funcdons«  The  king  of  Prussia  is  so 
served.  He  is  a  great  and  eminent  (though  indeed  s 
Tery  rsfe)  instance  of  the  pos^bili^  of  uniting  in  a 
fiiind  of  vigour  and  compass,  an  attention  to  minute 
objects,  with  the  largest  views,  and  the  most  complicate 
ed  plans.  His  tables  are  served  by  contract,  and  hf 
the  head.  Let  me  say,  that  no  prince  can  be  ashamed 
to  indiate  the  king  of  Prussia ;  and  particularly  to  learn  in 
liis  school,  when  the  problem  is — ^*  The  best  manner  of 
reconciling  the  state  of  a  court  with  the  support  of  war.'*^ 
Other  courts,  I  understand,  have  followed  him  with  ef^ 
fibct,  and  to  their  satbfactiom 

The  same  clue  of  principle  leads  us  through  the  laby** 
rinth  of  the  other  departments.  What,  sir,  Is  there 
m  the  office  of  the  great  xoardrobe  (which  has  the  cdro 
of  the  king's  furniture)  that  may  not  be  executed  hf  the 
,  lard  ehanwerlain  himself.  He  has  an  honourable  ap« 
pointment ;  he  has  time  sufficient  to  attend  to  the  duty ; 
and  he  has  die  vice  chamberlain  to  assist  him.  Whjr 
should  not  he  deal  also  by  contract,  for  all  things  be« 
looging  to  diis  office,  and  carry  his  estimates  first,  and 
his  report  of  the  execution  in  its  proper  time,  for  pay* 
ment,  directly  to  the  bo«rd  of  trea^vry  itself?  By  a  sim- 
Vol.  il.  5Jl 
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pie  openidofi  (<soiif»n]ng  m  it  a  treble  control)  thp  ez« 
pences  of  a  department,  wlucb  for  naked  ivalls,  or  walk 
Bung  with  cobwebs,  has  in  a  few  years  cost  l^  erowa 
15O,O00U  may  at  length  hope  for  regulation.  But^  aiTr 
tiie  office  and  its  business  are  at  vari^ce*  As  it  stands, 
k  senres,  not  to  furnish  the  palace  with  its  haogiiigsi 
but  the  paitiameiit  with  its  dependent  members* 

To  what  end,  sir,  does  the  office  a£  removing  warA 
niestrve  .at  all?  W^J  should  z  jewel  office  exist  for 
thesok  purpose  oftaxmg  the  king's  gifts  <^pl»te?  Why 
ehould  an  office  of .  the.ro^r^  exist,  when  that  of  ^neom 
^the  stole  is  a  sinecure,  and  that  this  is  a  proper  ob* 
ject  of  his  department  ? 

AU  these  incumbrances,  which  are  themselves  nui* 
aances,  produce  other  incumbrances,  and  other  nuisanoea. 
Vw  the  payment  of  these  useless  establishments;  there 
are  no  less  than  three  tueleu  treasurers:  two  to  hold 
a  purse,  and  one  to  play  with,  a  stick.  The  treasurer 
of  the  household  is  a  mere  name.  The  cofferer,  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  chamber,  receive  and  pay  great  sums, 
Which  it  is  not  at  all  necessary,  they  should  dthcr  re- 
eeive  or  pay.  AU  the  proper  officers,  servants,  and 
tradesmen,  may  be  enrolled  in.  their  several  depiut- 
tnents,  and  paid  in  proper  classes  and  times,  with  great 
Mmplicity  Mid  order,  at  the  exchequer,  and  by  duree« 
lion  firom  the  treasury* 

The  board  of  vforks^  which  in  the  seven  vears  precede 
Ing  1777,  has  cost  towards  400,0001.^  and  (if  I  recollect 
ri^itly)  has  not  cost  less  in  proportion  from  the  b^in* 
ning  of  the  reign,  is  under  the  very  same  description  ^ 
<^aU  the  other  ill  contrived  establishments,  and  calb  for 
the  very  same  reform.  We  are  to  seek  for  die  visibk 
aigns  ^  all  this  expence.  Fen-  all  this  expence,  we  do 
not  see  a  building  of  the  size  and  importance  of  a  pigeon- 
house.  Buckingham-house  was  repaired  by  a  bf^gaia 
^th  tibt  public,  for  o&^  hundred  diousand  pounds  ;-- 

*  More  cxacdrt  Sff|«l6&  10s.  i^db 
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mnd  llie  sii^  hcmse  at  Windsor  has  been^  if  I  woisttk^ 
BOt,  undertaken  since  that  account  was  brought  before 
vs.  The  good  wwks  of  that  boavd  of  worj^,  are  a» 
earefully  oonoealed^  as  other  good  works  ou^t  to  be* 
Thejr  are  perfectly  invbibie.  But  though  it  is  the  per* 
lection  of  charity  ta  be  concealed,  it  is,  »r,  the  pro* 
perty  and  glory  of  magnificence,  to  af^^ear,  and  stand 
mnrard  to  the  eye. 

The  mmr,  though  not  a  department  of  the  houaeholdi 
has  the  same  vices.  It  is  a  great  expence  to  the  nation^ 
ehiefly  for  the  sake*  of  members  of  parliapient  It  haa 
its  officers  of  parade  and  dignity.  It  has  its  treasury  tocu 
It  n  a  sort  of  coporate  body  ;  and  former^  was  a  body 
of  grent  importance  ;  as  mudi  so,  on  the  then  scale  of 
things,  and  the  then  order  of  business,  as  the  bank  ia 
at  this  day.  It  was  tl^e  great  center  of  money  transac* 
tionsf  and  the  remittances  for  our  own,  smd  for  other 
nations  ;  until  king  Charles  the  First,  among  other  arbi» 
tnuy  projects,  dictated  by  despotic  necessity,  made 
them  withhold  the  money  that  lay  there  for  remittance. 
That  blow,  (and  happily  too)  the  mint  never  recovered. 
Now  it  is  no  bank — ^no  remittance  shop.  The  min^ 
sir,  is  a  manufacture^  and  it  is  nothing  else  %  and  it 
ought  to  be  undertaken  upon  the  principles  of  a  manu** 
&cture  {  that  is,  for  the  beat  and  cheapest  exeeution* 
by  a  contract,  upon  proper  securities^  and  under  pn^Mr 
regulations. 

The  artUlen  is  a  far  ^^^^ter  object ;  it  is  a  military 
concern ;  but  having  an  afinity  and  kindred  in  its  defects 
withthe  establbhments  I  am  now  speaking  of,  I  think 
it  best  to  speak  of  it  along  with  them.  It  is,  I  c<m» 
ceive,  an  establishment  not  wdl  suited  to  its  martial^ 
though  exceedingly  well  calculated  for  its  parliamentary 
purposes. — ^Here  mere  b  a  treasury ^  as  in  all  the  other 
infienor  departments  of  goviemnKnt,  Here  the  miUtaiy 
is  subordinale  to  the  civU,  and  the  naval  osnfounded  wiu 
the  land  service.  The  object  indeed  is  much  the  same 
h  both.    But  when  the  detail  is  examiocda  it  will  b^ 
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^foiiiid  that  ihey  had  better  be  sejmated.  For  a  TCfiJma 
of  ^16  office,  I  propose  to  tsestore  things  to  ivh«t,(att 
considerations  taken  together)  is  tfieir  natuial  order ;  .to 
rest<»e  them  to  their  just  pr^nirtion,  and  to  their  Just 
distribution.  I  propose,  in  this  militaiy  conoem,  W 
render  the  civil  subordinate  to  the  military  ;  avd  ijus 
will  annihilate  the  greatest  part  of  the  expence^  tnd  aU 
the  influence  belonging  to  the  office.  I  propose  to  send 
die  military  branch  to  the  army,  and  the  naval  to  the 
admiralty  :  and  I  intend  to  perfect  and  acQompUsh  the 
whole  detail  (where  it  becomes  too  minute  and  com|rfi«. 
cated  for  legislature,  and  requires  exact,  official,  mSJi* 
tary  and  mechanical  knowledge,)  by  a  commiasian  of 
competent  officers  in  both  departments.  I  propose  to 
execute  by  contract,  what  by  contract  can  be  executed, 
and  to  bring,  as  mudi  as  possible,  all  estimates  to  be 
previously  approved,  and  finally  to  be  paid  by  die  trea^ 
sury. 

Thus,  by  following  the  course  of  nature,  and  not  the 
purposes  of  politics,  or  the  accumulated  patehwork  of 
occasional  accommodation,  this  vast  expensive  dq»rt- 
ment  may  be  methodized ;  its  service  {Mroportion^  to 
its  necessities ;  and  its  payments  subjected  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  superior  minister  of  finance  :  ^ho  is  to  judge 
of  it  on  the  result  of  the  total  collective  exigencies  of  the 
state.  This  last  is  a  reigning  principle  through  my  i^hofe 
plan  ;  and  it  is  a  principle  which  I  hope  may  hereafter 
be  applied  to  other  plans. 

By  these  regulations  taken  together^^besides  the  three 
Subordinate  treasuries  in  the  lesser  principalities,  five 
other  subordinate  treasuries  are  suppressed.  AU  these 
arrangements  together  will  be  found  to  relieve  the  nation 
from  a  vast  weight  of  influence,  without  distressing, 
but  rather  by  ivrwarding  ever}'  public  service.  When 
fiomcthing  of  this  kind  is  done,  then  the  public  may 
begin  to  breathe.  Under  other  governments,  a  ques- 
tion of  expence  is  only  a  question  of  economy,  and  it 
is  nothing  more }  with  us,  in  every  questioa  of  expence» 


A.  S.  IZfO.}  EDMUND  BURU.  SkS 

Aere  is  always  a  iMixtiire  of  constitutioml  ooottdenu 
lions* 

It.  ky  sir,  because  I  wish  to  keep  this  basiness  off 
saixirdinate  treasuries  as  much  as  I  can  together,  that 
I  lu'Qugfat  the  ordtMonee-qfiee  before  you^  though  it  is 
properly  a  military  de{)artmciit»  Vot  the  same  reaacm 
I  wiU  now  trouble  you  wiUi  my  thoughts  and  proposi- 
tions upon  two  of  the  greatest  tmdcr  treasuries  ;  I  mean, 
the  office  of  pay-master  to  the  land/brees^  or  treasurer 
of  the  army;  and  that  of  the  treasurer  qf  the  navy. 
The  farmer  of  these  has.  long  been  a  great  object  of 
public  suspicion  and  imeasiness.  Envy  too  has  had  ks 
share  in  the  obloquy  wluch  is  cast  upon  this  office.  But 
I  am  sore  that  it  fasis  no  share  iat  all  iathe  refloctioas  I 
shall  make  upon  it,  or  in  the  reformations  that  I  shall 
propose.  I  do  not  ^dge  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  at  present  holds  the  office,  any  of  the  cfbcts  of  his 
talents,  his  merit,  or  his  fortune.  He  is  respectable  in 
all  these  particubrs*  I  follow  die  constitution  of  the 
ofice,  without,  persecuting  its  holder.  It  is  necessary, 
in  all  matters  of  public  comphunt,  where  men  frequently 
feel  right  and  argue  wrong,  to  separate  prejudice  from 
reason ;  and  to  be  very  sure,  in  attempting  the  redress 
of  a  grievance,  that  we  hit  upon  its  real  seat,  and  its 
true  nature.  Where  there  is  an  abuse  in  office,  the 
first  thing  that  occurs  in  heat  is  to  censure  the  officer. 
Our  natural  dispo^tion  leads  all  our  enquiries  rather  to 
persons  than  to  things.  But  thb  prejudice  is  to  be  cor- 
rected by  maturer  thinking. 

Sir,  the  profits  of  the  pay-office^  (as  an  office)  are  not 
too  great,  in  my  opinion,  f(x*  its  duties,  and  for  the  rank 
of  the  person  who  has  generally  held  it.  He  has  been 
generally  a  person  of  the  highest  rank  ;  that  is  to  say,  a 
person  of  eminence  and  consideration  in  this  houses 
The  great  and  the  invidious  profits  of  the  pay-office,  are 
from  the  bank  that  is  held  in  it.  According  to  the  pre- 
sent course  of  the  office,  and  according  to  the  present 
mode  of  accounting  there,  this  bank  must  necessarily 
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C9tit  somewhere.  Monej  is  a  pradoctive  tUag;  aoi 
when  the  usuiil  time  of  its  demand  can  be  tolerably  oal^ 
culated,  it  may,  widi  prudenoe,  be  safely  hud  out  to 
the  profit  of  the  holder.  It  b  on  this  calculatioiit 
that  die  business  of  banking  proceeds.  &it  .no  psafit 
can  be  derived  from  the  use  of  money*  which  dora  not 
maJce  it  the  interest  of  die  holder  to  dehiy  his  aecoai^ 
The  process  of  the  exchequer  colludes  wkh  thb  interest. 
is  tlus  oollusion  from  its  want  of  rigour,  and  strictnesSy. 
and  great  regularity  of  form?  The  reverse  Is  truer 
They  have  in  the  exchequer  brought  rigour  and  fomudisni 
to  their  ultimate  perfection*  The  process  against  ac* 
countants  is  so  rigorous,  and  in  a  manner  so  uiifusl^ 
that  correctives  must,  from  time  to  time,  be  ^ppiiod  to 
it.  These  correctives  being  discretionary,  upon  the 
case,  and  generally  remitted  by  the  barons  to  the  lords 
of  the  treasury^  as  the  best  judges  of  the  reasons  far  res* 
'pite,  hearings  are  had ;  delays  are  produced ;  and  thus 
Che  extreme  of  rigour  in  office  (as  usual  in  all  human 
affiursy  leads  to  the  extreme  of  laxity.  What  with  the 
interested  delay  of  the  officer;  the  iU  conceived  exact* 
ness  of  the  court ;  the  applications  for  diqienaataons 
from  that  exactness ;  the  revival  of  rigorot^  process,  afiK 
the  expiration  of  the  time ;  and  the  new  rigours  pvoduc* 
ing  new  applications,  and  new  enlargements  ^  time, 
such  delays  happen  in  the  public  accounts,  that  they  can 
scarcely  ever  be  closed. 

Besides,  sir,  they  have  a  rule  in  die  exchequer,  which, 
I  believe,  they  have  founded  upon  a  very  ancient  statute, 
that  of  the  Slst  of  Henry  III.  by  which  b  prooridnl, 
^*  That  when  a  sheriff  or  bailiff  ham  began  his  account, 
none  odier  shall  be  received  to  account,  until  he  tint 
was  first  appointed  hath  clearly  accounted,  and  that  )he 
sum  has  been  received."  Whether  this  clause  of 
that  statute  be  the  ground  of  that  absurd  practice,  I 
am  not  quite  able  to  ascertain.  But  it  has  very,  genwally 
prevailed,  though  I  am  told  that  of  late  they  have  be- 
gan to  relax  from  it    In  consequence  of  forms  wir^nc 
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to  sdMtantid  account,  we  hafc  a  kmg^  tocccwon  of 
my.marten  and*  dieir  rqueflCBtativea,  who  have  never 
oeeft  admitted  to  account^  althoogh  perfectly  ready  to 
do  an. 

Aa  die  extent  of  our  wata  has  acattered  the  acponiu 

tmts  under  the  pay-^maater  iatoeveiy  part  of  the  fflobe, 

the  pund  and  aure  pay-anaater,  Death,  in  qU  hia  anq>e% 

calla  these  accountanta  to  anodier  reckoning.    Deaths 

bdeedy  domineera  over  every  thing,  but  the  forma  of 

the  exohequer.    Over  theae  he  has  no  power^    They 

are  impaasive  and  immortal*    Theaadit  ofthe  ezefae«> 

qiier,  more  severe  than  the  andit  to  which  the  accoun* 

taats  are  gone^  demanda  proofs  wluch  in  the  nature  of 

things  are  difficulty  sometimes  impossible  to  be  had.    In 

diia  ceapect,  too,  rigour,  aa  usual,  defieata  itsel£    Then 

the  exchequer  never  gives  a  particular  recmpt,  ot  clears  a 

man  of  Ilia  account,  aa  fin*  as  it  goes.    A  final  acquittance 

(or  a  fuieius^  aa  they  term  it)  b  seareely  ever  to  be  ob« 

tsined*     Terrors  and  ghosts  of  unlaid  accountants,. haunt 

the  houses  of  their  children  from^eneration  to  genen^tioiu 

Families,  in  the  course  of  succession,  fidl  into  minorities  i 

the  inheritance  comea  into  the  handa  of  females ;  and  very. 

perplexed  affiurs  are  often  delivered  over  into  the  handa 

of  negligent  gnardians,  and  fiutUess  stewards*    So  that 

the  demand  remains,  when  the  advantage  ofthe  money 

is  gone,  if  ever  any  advanti^  at  all  hu  been  made  of 

it    This  is  the  cause  of  infinite  distress  to  families  f 

sad  becomes  a  aource  of  mfiuence  to  an  extent,  that 

can  scarcely  be  imagined  but  by  those  who  have  taken 

some  pains  to  trace  it.    The  mildness  of  government 

in  the  empk>3rmeiit  of  useless  and  dangerous  powers, 

fiimisfaes  no  reas<ui  for  their  continuance^  * 

The  treasurer  of  the  navy  is  mutatU  mutan^s^  in  the 
same  circumstances.  Indeed  all  accountants  are.  In- 
stead of  the  preaent  mode,  which  is  troublesome  to  die 
officer,  and  unprofitaUe  to  the  public^  I  propose  to  sub* 
stitute  something  mwc  effectual  than  rigour,  which  is 
dia  worat  exactor  in  the  world.    I  mean  to  remove  the 
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rtxj  temptatiiMUi  to  deky ;  to  fiusilfUte  tut  acoomt ; 
tod  to  tninsfer  this  baidc:,  now  of  private  emohimat,  to 
the  public.  The  crown  will  su&r  no  wrong  at  least 
firpm  the  pay  offices ;  and  its  terrors  Will  no  longer  reign  . 
over  ii^  families  of  those' who  hold  or  have  held  them. 
I  propose,  til^at  diese  offices  should  be  no  longer  bakkt, 
or  treasuries^  but  mere  offices  of  aHministratim^ — ^I 
propose^  first,  that  the  present  pay-master,^  and  the  trea- 
surer of  the  navy,  should  carry  into  the '  exchequer  the 
whole  body  d£  the  vouchers  for  what  they  have  paid 
over  to  deputy  pay-masters,  to  regimental  agents^  or  to 
any  of  those  to  whom  they  have  and  ought  to  have  paid 
money.  I  propose  that  those  vouchers  shall  be 
admitted  as  actual  payments  in  their  accounts ;  and  chat 
the  persons  to  whom  the  money  has  been  paid,  shall 
then  stand  charged  in  the  exchequer  in  their  phoe. 
After  tbis  process,  they  shall  be  debited  or  charged 
for  nothing  but  the  money-bsdanoi  that  lemains  in  their 
hands. 

For  the  regulation  of  past  accounts,  I  shaU  there* 
ft>re  propose  such  a  mode,  as  men,  temperate  and  pru« 
dent,  make  use  of  in  the  management  of  their  private  af- 
fiiirs,  when  their  accounts  are  various,  perplexed,  and 
of  long  standing.  I  would  therefore,  after  their  ex« 
ample,  divide  the  public  debts  into  three  sCMrts — good, 
bad,  and  doubtful.  In  lookin^^  over  the  public  accounts, 
I  should  never  dream  of  the  blmd  mode  of  the  exchequer, 
which  regards  things  in  the  abstract,  and  knows  no  dif* 
ference  in  the  quality  of  its  debts,  or  the  circumstances  of 
its  debtors.  By  thismeans,  it  fktiguesitself ;  it vexesothers ; 
it  often  crushes  the  poor ;  it  lets  escape  the  ridi ;  or  in  a 
fit  of  mercy  or  carelessness;  declines  all  means  of  re- 
covering its  just  demands.  Content  with  the  eternity  of 
its  claims,  it  enjoys  its  Epicurean  divinity  with  Epicurean 
kngour.  But  it  is  proper  that  all  sorts  of  accounts 
riiould  be  closed  some  time  or  other — by  payment,  by 
composition,  or  by  oblivion.  Expedit  reipublica  ui  sit 
Jims  Htntm.     Constautl;^  takix%  along^  with  me,  ttett  an 
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extreme  rigour  is  sure  to  arm  every  thing  against  it, 
and  at  length  to  relax  into  a  supine  neglect,  I  propose, 
sir,  that  even  the  best,  soundest,  ana  the  most  recent 
debts,  should  be  put  into  instalments,  for  the  mutus^ 
benefit  of  the  accountant  and  the  public. 

In  proportion,  however,  as  I  am  tender  of  the  past, 
I  would  be  provident  of  the^future*  All  money  that  was 
formerly  imprested  to  the  two  great  pay-offices^  I  would 
have  imprested  in  future  to  the  Bank  oj  England.  These 
offices  should,  in  future,  receive  no  mbre  than  cash  suffi- 
cient for  small  payments.  Their  other  payments  ought 
to  be  made  by  drafts  on  the  Bank,  expressing  the  ser- 
vice. A  cheque  account  from  both  offices,  of  drafts  and 
receipts,  should  be  annually  made  up  in  the  exchequer, 
charging  the  bank,  in  account,  with  the  cash-balance,  but 
not  demanding  the  payment  until  there  is  an  order  fironH 
tfie  treasury,  in  consequence  of  a  vote  of  parliament. 

As  I  did  not,  sir,  deny  to  the  pay*master  the  natural 
profits  of  the  bank  that  was  in  his  hands,  so  neither 
wouM  I  to  the  bank  of  England.  A  share  of  that  profit 
might  be  derived  to  the  public  in  various  ways.  My  &• 
Tourite  mode  is  this  ;  that,  in  compensation  -for  the  use 
of  this  money,  the  bank  may  take  upon  themselves,  first, 
tharge  qfthe  mint  ;  to  which  they  are  already,  by  their 
charter,  oUi^  to  bring  in  a  great  deal  of  bullion  annu. 
ally  to  be  corned. . 

In  the  next  place,  -I  mean  that  they  should  take  upon 
diemselves  the  charge  of  remittances  to  our  troops 
abroad.  This  is  a  species  of  dealing  firom  which,  by  the 
tame  charter,  tbev  are  not  debarred.  One  and  a  quar^ 
ter  per  cent*  will  be  saved  instantly  thereby  to  the  public, 
on  very  large  sums  of  money.  This  will  be  at  once  a 
matter  of  economy,  and  a  considerable  reduction  of 
influence,  by  taking  away  a  private  contract  of  an  ex^ 
pensive  nature.  If  the  bank,  which  is  a  great  corpo- 
ration,  and  of  course  receives  the  least  profits  from  tbt 
money  in  their  cqstody,  should  of  itself  refuse,  or  be 
persuaded  to  ce&ise,  this  ofier,  upon  those  terms,  I  can 
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tpealc  with  some  conlidcsnce,  that  onft  at  l^aat,  if  BOt 
both  part*  of  the  condition  would  be  received,  and  fP^ 
fully  received,  1^  several  bankers  of  eminence.  Theit 
is  no  banlcer  who  will  not  be  at  least  as  good  security  at 
any  pay -master  of  the  forces,  or  any  treasurer  of  the  navy, 
tiiat  luLVe'ever  been  linkers  to  the  public  :  aa  rich  at  least 
as  my  lord  Chatham, .  or  my  lord  Holland,  or  either  d 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  now  hold  the  offices  were, 
at  the  time  that  they  entered  into  them  ;  or  as  ever 
the  whole  establishment  of  the  mint  has  be&k  at  any 
period. 

These,  sir,  are  the  outlines  of  the  plan  I  mean  to  fciU 
low,  in  suppressing  these  two  large  subordinate  trpasories. 
I  now  come  to  another  subordinate  treasury ;  I  mean, 
that  of  the  patf^master  iff  the  petmofis ;  fbr  which  pur 
pose  I  re-enter  the  limits  of  the  civil  establishment ;  I 
departed  from  those  limits  in  pursuit  of  a  principle ;  and 
following  the  same  game  in  its  doubles,  I  am  brought 
into  those  limits  again.  That  treasury,  and  that  ofice, 
I  mean  to  take  away :  and  to  tranisfer  the  paytnent  erf 
every  name,  mode,  and  denomination  of  pensioos*  to  the 
exchequer.  The  present  course  of  diversifying  the  same 
object,  can  answer  no  good  purpose ;  whatever  its  use 
may  be  to  purposes  of  another  kind.  There  are  also 
other  lists  of  pensions ;  and  I  mean  that  they  ahouid  all 
be  hereafter  [Miid  at  one  and  the  same  place*  The  wbol^ 
of  that  new  eonsolidattfd  Ibt^  I.  mean  to  redvoe  to 
60,000h  a  year,  which'  sum  I  intend  it  shall  never  t%^ 
ceed.  I  think  that  sum  will  fully  answer  as  ^  reward  to 
all  real  merit,  and  a  provision  for  ail  real  public  charity 
that  is  ever  like  to  be  placed  upon  the  list.  If  any  nierii 
of  an  extraordinary  nature  should  emerge,  before  that 
reduction  is  completed,  I  have  left  it  open  for  an  ad* 
dresa  of  either  house  of  parliament  to  provide  for  the 
case.  To  all  other  demands,  it  must  be  answered^  whh 
regret,  but  with  firmness,  '*  the  public  b  poor.*^ 

I  do  not  propose  to  take  away  any  pension.  I  know 
that  the  public  seem  to  call  for  a  redactioa  of  andi  ef 
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Aem  as  ^11  a|ipear  unnitnited.  As  a  censorisd  aet, 
and  puiiidunent  of  an  abuse»  it  might  answer  some  pur- 
pose. But  this  can  make  no  part  of  my  plan.  I  mean 
to  proceed  by  IhU;  and  I  cannot  stop  for  such  an  en« 
quirjr.  I  know  some  gentlemen  may  blame  me.  It  is 
with  great  submission  to  better  judgments,  that  I  recom* 
mend  it  to  consideration ;  that  a  critical  retrospective 
examiilsKion  of  the  pension  list,  upon  the  principle  of 
merits  can  never  serve  for  my  basis.  It  cannot  answer, 
according  to  my  plan,  any  efl^ctual  purpose  of  economy, 
or  of  future  permanent  reformation.  The  process,  in 
any  way,  will  be  entangled  and  difficult ;  and  it  wHl  be 
infinitely  slow  :  there  is  a  danger  that  if  we  turn  our  line 
of  march,  now  directed  towards  the  grand  object,  into 
this  more  laborious  than  useful  detail  t>f  operations,  we 
shall  never  arrive  at  our  end. 

The  king,  sir,  has  been,  by  the  constitution,  appointed 
sole  judG«  of  the  merit  for  which  a  pension  is  to  be 
given.  We  have  a  right,  undoubtedly,  to  canvass  this-, 
as  we  have  to  canvass  every  act  of  government.  But 
there  is  a  material  ^iff^^ence  between  an  office  to  be  re* 
formed,  and  a  pension  taken  away  for  demerit.  In  the 
former  case,  no  charges  is  implied  against  the  holder ; 
in  the  latter,  his  character  is  slurred,  as  well  as  his  law- 
fill  emdument  affii^cted.  The  former  process  is  against 
the  thing ;  the  second  against  the  person.  The  pens}- 
oner  certainly,  if  he  pleases,  has  a  right  to  stand  on  his 
own  defence  ;  to  plead  his  possession  ;  and  to  bottom  his 
title  in  the  competency  of  the  crown  to  give  him  what  he 
holds.  Possessed,  and  on  the  defensive  as  he  is,  he  will 
not  be  obliged  to  prove  his  special  merit,  in  order  to 
justify  the  -act  of  legal  discretion,  now  turned  into  his 
property,  according  to  his  tenure.  The  very  act,  he 
will  contend,  is  a  legal  presumption,  and  an  implication 
of  bis  merit*  If  this  be  so  (from  the  natural  force  of  all 
legal  presumption)  he  would  put  us  to  the  difficult  proof, 
that  he  has  no  merit  at  all.  But  other  questions  would 
arise  to  the  coarse  of  such  an  enquiry ;  that  iS|  questional 
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of  the  merit  when  weighed  agaioBt  the  proportioii  of  the 
reward ;  then  the  difficulty  wili  be  much  greater. 

The  difficulty  will  not^  sir,  I  am  afraid,  be  much  less, 
if  we  pass  to  the  person  really  guilty,  in  the  question  of 
toi  unmerited  pension ;  the  minister  himself.  I  admit, 
that  when  called  to  account  for  the  execution  of  a  trust, 
ibe  might  &irly  be  obliged  to  prove  die  affirmative,  and 
to  state  the  merit  for  which  the  pension  is  given ;  though 
on  the  pensioner  himself,  such  a  process  would  be  hand* 
If  in  this  examination  we  proceed  methodically,  and  so 
as  to  avoid  all  suspicion  of  partiality  and  prejudice,  we 
must  take  the  pensions  in  order  of  time,  or  merely  al- 
phabetically. The  very  first  pension  to  which  we  ccMne, 
in  either  of  these  ways,  may  appear  the  most  grossly 
unmerited  of  aiQr.  But  the  minister  may  very  possibly 
shew,  that  he  knows  nothing  of  the  putting  on  thispen- 
sion  ;  that  it  was  prior  in  time  to  his  administration  ;  that 
the  minister  who  laid  it  on  is  dead ;  and  then  we 
^re  thrown  back  upon  the  pensioner  himself,  and  plunged 
into  all  our  former  difficulties.  Abuses,  and  gross  ones, 
I  doubt  not,  would  appear ;  and  to  the  correction  of 
which  I  would  readily  give  my  hand  ;  but  when  I  con- 
pider  that  pensions  have  not  gener^iUy  been  affected  by 
the  revolutions  of  ministry  ;  as  I  know  not  where  sucli 
enquiries  would  stop  ;  and  as  an  abselipe  of  merit  is  a 
negative  apd  loose  thipg,  one  might  be  led  to  derange 
the  order  of  families,  founded  on  the  probable  continu- 
ance of  their  kind  of  income.  I  might  hurt  children ; 
I  might  injure  creditors,  I  really  think  it  the  more  pru- 
dent course,  not  to  follow  the  letter  of  the  l>et^tion%i,^  If 
we  fix  this  mode  of  enquiry  ^s  a  basis,  we  shall,  ]  Ve^ 
end,  as  parliament  has  often  ended,  under  similar  ci 
^umstances.  There  will  be  great  delay  i  much  confi* 
sion ;  much  inequality  in  our  proceedings.  But  wh^. 
presses  me  most  of  i|ll  is  this;  that  though  we  shoub 
strike  off  all  the  upmfrrited  pensions,  while  the  power  t 
the  croun  remains  unlimited^  the  very  same  undeservirf 
person?  inight  *ttfrw«urd§  fiftm«  to  tJ^fi  Y^^y  same  ii;*t| 
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or  if  they  did  not,  other  persons,  meritinc^  ta  little  as 
they  do,  might  be  put  upon  it. to  an  undefinahle  Amount. 
TUs  I  think  is  the  pinch  of  the  grievaoce*. 

For  these  reasons,  sir,  I  am  obliged  to  wave  this 
modr  of  proceeding  as  any  part  of  my  plan*  Jn  a  plan 
of  reformation,  it  would  be  one  of .  my  maxims,  that 
when  I  know  of  an  establishment  which  may  be  subser- 
?ient  to  useful  purposes,  aiid  which  at  the  same  time» 
from  its  discretionary  nature,  is  liable  to  a  very  great 
perversion  from  those  purposes,  /  would  limit  the  quan^ 
tUy  of  the  power  that  might  be  so  abused.  For  I  am 
sure,  that  in  all  such  cases,  the  rewards  of  merit  will 
have  very  narrow  bounds;  and  that  partial  or  corrupt 
&vour  will  be  infinite.  This  principle  is  not  arbitrary ; 
but  the  limitation  of  the  specific  quantity  miist  be  so  in 
smoe  measure.  I  therefore  state  60,0001.  leaving  it  open 
to  the  house  to  enlarge  or  contract  the  sum  as  they  snail 
see,  on  examination,  that  the  discretion  I  use  is  scanty  or 
liberal.  The  whole  amount  of  the  pensions  of  all,  deno- 
minations, which  have  been  laid  before  us,  amount,  for  a 
period  of  seven  years,  to  considerably  more  than  100,0001. 
To  what  the  other  lists  amount,  I  know  not.  That  will  be 
seen  hereafter.  But  from  those  that  do  appear,  a  saving 
will  accrue  to  the  public,  at  one  time  or  other,  of  40,000L 
a  year,  and  we  had  better  in  my  opinion  to  let  it  fall  in 
naturally,  than  to  tear  it  crude  and  unripe  from  the 
stalk. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  among  the  people 
upon  an  article  which  I  must  class  under  the  head  of 
pensions.  I  mean  the  great  patent  offices  in  the  Ex* 
chequer.  They  are  in  reality  and  substance  no  other 
than  pensions,  and  in  no  other  light  shall  I  consider 
them.  They  are  sinecures.  They  are  always  executed 
by  deputy.  The  duty  of  the  principal  is  as  nothing 
They  di&er  however  fi^om  the  pensions  on  the  list,  in 
some  particulars.  They  are  held  for  life,  i  think  with 
the  public,  that  the  profits  of  those  places  are  grown 
enormous;  the  magnitude  of  those  profits,  and  the  na- 
ture of  them^  both  call  for  reformation.     The  nature  of 


Iheif  profits,  which  ^row  out  of  tfie  piri>lic  dfatvoBs,  it  it^ 
self  invidious  and  grievous.  But  I -fear  thtt  lefbrm  ca«w 
not  be  immediate*  I  find  myself  under  a  restricttoDtt 
These  places,  and  others  of  the  same  kind,  which  are 
held  Ibr  life,  have  been  considered  as  pr^erty.  Thef 
have  been  given  as  a  proviuon  for  children ;  they  have 
been  the  subject  of  family  settlements;  they  have  been 
the  security  of  creditors.  What  th^  law  req>ects  shall 
be  sacred  to  me.  If  the  barriers  of  law  should  be 
broken  down,  upon  ideas  of  conveniencet  even  of  p^ic 
convenience,  we  shall  have  no  longer  any  tbii^  certaia 
among  us.  If  the  discretion  of  power  is  <»ice  let  loose 
upon  property,  we  can  be  at  no  loss  to  delermine^whoae 

rwer,  and  what  discretion  it  is  that  will  prevail  at  last, 
would  be  wise  to  aUend  upon  the  order  of  things  ; 
and  not  to  attempt  to  outrun  the  slow,  but  smooth  and 
even  course  of  nature.  There  are  occasions,  I  admit, 
of  public  necessity,  so  vast,  so  clear,  so  evident,  that 
they  supersede  all  laws.  Law  being  only  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community,  cannot  in  any  one  of  its  parta^ 
resist  a  demand  which  nuiy  comprehend  the  total  ik  the 
public  interest.  To  be  sure,  no  law  can  set  itself  up 
against  the  cause  and  reason  of  all  law.  But  such  a 
case  very  rarely  happens ;  and  this  most  certainly  is  not 
such  a  case.  The  mere  time  of  the  reform  is  by  no 
means  worth  the  sacrifice  of  a  principle  of  law.  Indi- 
viduals pass  like  shadows;  but  the  commonwealth  is 
fixed  and  stable.  The  difference  therefore  of  t6*day  and 
to*morrow,  which  to  private  people  is  immense,  to  the 
state  is  nothing.  At  any  rate  it  is  better,  if  possible,  to 
reconcile  our  economy  with  our  laws,  than  to  set  them 
at  variance — a  quarrel,  which  in  the  end  must  be  des- 
tructive to  both. 

My  idea,  therefore,  is  to  reduce  those  offices  to  fixed 
salaries,  as  the  present  lives  and  reversions  shall  sue* 
cessively  fall.  I  mean,  that  the  office  of  the  great  au* 
ditor  (the  auditor  of  ^he  receipt)  shall  be  reduced  to 
3,0001.  a  year ;  and  the  auditors  of  the  imprest  and  tic 
rest  of  the  principal  officers,  to  fixed  appointmenta  of 


I,50(A.  a  yctf  eacfi.  It  will  not  bfr  difficult  to  calculate 
the  value  of  this  fall  of  lives  to  the  public,  when  we 
shall  have  obtained  a  just  account  of  the  present  income 
of  those  places ;  and  we  shall  obtain  that  account  widi 
great  facility ,  if  the  present  possessors  are  not  alarmed 
with  any  apprehension  of  danger  to  their  freehold  office. 

I  'know  too,  that  it  will  be  demanded  of  me,  how  it 
eofnes,  that  since  I  admit  these  offices  ^o  be  no  better 
than  pension^,  I  chose,  after  the  principle  of  law  had 
been  satidkd,  to  retain  them  at  all  ?  To  this,  sir,  I  an* 
8ip(*er,  that  conceiving  it  to  be  a  fundamental  part  of  the 
constitution  of  this  country,  and  of  the  reason  of  state 
b  every  country,  that  there  must  be  means  of  rewaitU 
ing  public  service,  those  means  witt  be  incomplete,  and 
indeed  wboHy  insufficient  for  tiiat  purpose,  if  there 
should  be  no  further  reward  for  that  service,  than  the 
daily  w^ges-it  rbceives  during  the  pleasure  of  tile  crown. 
Whoever  seriously  considers  the  excellent  argument 
of  lord  Sbmer's  in  the  banker's  case,  will  see  he  bottoms 
hinlself  upon  the  very  same  maxim  which  I  do;  and 
one  of  htft  prtocipd  grounds  of  doctrine  for  the  iJiena- 
biUty  of  the  domain  in  England*  contrary  to  the  maxim 
ofdhle  law  in  France,  be  lays  in  the  con8tituti<mal  [k>licy; 
of  furnishing  a  permanent  reward  to  public  service  ;  o( 
makikig  that  reward  the  origin  of  femilies ;  and  the  foun* 
dation  of  wealth  as  well  as  of  honours*  It  is  indeed 
the  only  genuine  unadulterated  origin  of  nofaiKty.  it  is 
a  great  principle  in  government;  a  principle  at  the 
very  foundatibn  of  the  whole  structure.  The  other 
judges  who  held  the  same  doctrine,  went  beyond  lord 
Somers  with  regard  to  the  remedy,  which  they  thought 
was  given  bv  law  against  the  crown,  upon  the  grant  of 
pensions.  Indeed  no  man  knows,  when  he  cuts  off  the 
mcitemente  to  a  virtuous  ambition,  and  the  just  rewards 
of  public  service,  what  infinite  mischief  he  may  do  his 
tomlttff  throogh  all 'generations.      Such  saving  to  the 

•  BAre.itesiaMeof(|ii€W  Aimsk  whkli  limited  the  afienstKMs 


'  ^  CDMUND  BURSE.  ^  (X.  D.  Itm^ 

public  may  prove  the  worst  mode  of  robbing  h.  The 
crown,  which  has  in  its  hands  the  trust  of  the  daily  pay 
for  national  service,  ought  to  have  in  its  hands  also  the 
means  for  the  repose  of  public  labour,  and  the, fixed 
settlement  of  acknowledged  merit.  There  is  a  time, 
when  the  weather-beaten  vessels  of  the  state  ought  to 
come  into  harbour.  They  must  at  length  have  a  retreat 
from  the  malice  of  rivals,  from  the  perfidy  of  political 
iriendS)  and  the  inccmstancy  of  the  people.  Many  of 
the  peraons,  who  in  all  times  have  filled  the  great  offices 
of  state,  have  been  younger  brothers,  who  had  originally 
litde,  if  any  fortune.  Thfese  offices  ido  not  fiimish  the 
means  of  amassing  wealth.  There  ought  to  be  some 
power  in  the  crown  of  granting  pensions  out  of  tbe 
reach  of  its  own  caprices.  An  intail  of  dependence  is 
-a  bad  reward  of  merit. 

.  I  would  therefore  leave  to  Ae  crown  the  possibility  of 
conferring  some  favours,  which,  whilst  they  are  received 
as  a  reward,  do  not  operate  as  corruption.  When  men 
.receive  obligations  fi-om  the  crown  through  thie  pious 
hands  of  fathers,  or  of  Connections  as  venerable  as  the 
paternal,  the  dependences  which  arise  from  thencet  are 
the  obligations  ot  gratitude,  and  not  the  fetters  of  aervi** 
lity«  Such  ties  ori^nate  in  virtue,  and  they  promote  it. 
They  continue  men  in  those  habitudes  of  friendship, 
*  those  Apolitical  connections,  and  those  political  principles 
in  which  they  began  life.  They  are  antidotes  against  a 
cbrrupt  levity;  instead  of  causes  g£  iu  What  an  un- 
seemly spt^ctacle  would  it  affidrd,  what  a  disgrace  would 
it  be  to  the*  commonwealth  that  suffered  such  things,  to 
see  the  hopeful  son  of  a  meritorious  minister  begging  his 
bread  at  the  door  of  that  treasury,  from  whence  his  father 
dispensed  the  economy  of  an  empire,  and  promoted  the 
happiness  and  glory  of  his  country !  Why  should  he  be 
obliged  to  prostrate  his  honour,  and  to  submit  his  prui- 
ciples  at  the  levee  of  some  proud  favouritCf  shouldered 
and  thrust  aside  by  every  impudent  pretender,  on  the 
very  spot  where  a  few  days  before  he  saw  himself  adored? 


-*-bbKged  to  cringe  to  the  author  of  the  odamkies  of 
his  house,  and  to  kiss  the  hands  that  are  red  with  his 
Other's  blood?— NO|  sir,--->these  things  are  unfit-^<hej 
are  intolerable. 

Sir,  I  shall  be  asked  why  I  do  not  choose  to  destroy 
those  offices  which  are  pensions,  and  appoint .  pensions 
under  the  direct  title  in  their  stead  ?  I  allow,  that  in  somo 
cases  it  leads  to  abuse,  to  have  things  appointed  for  one 
purjpose,  and  applied  to  another.  I  have  no  great  ob^ 
jection  to  such  a  change :  but  I  do  not  think  it  quite 
prudent  for  me  to  propose  }t.  If  I  should  take  away 
the  present  establishment,  the  burthen  of  proof  rests 
upon  me,  that  so  many  pensions,  and  no  more,  and  to 
such  an  amount  each,  and  no  more,  are  necessary  for 
the  public  service.  This  is  what  I  never  can  prove ;  for 
it  is  a  thing  incapable  of  defintdon*  I  di>  not  like  to 
take  away  an  object  that  I  think  answers  my  purpose,  ia 
hopes  of  getting  it  back  agsun  in  a  better  shape.  People 
will  bete  an  old  establishment  when  its  excess  is  cor« 
rected,  who  will  revolt  at  a  new  one.  I  do  not  think 
these  office-pensions  to  be  more  in  number  than  suffi« 
eient :  but  on  tittt  point  the  house  will  exercise  its  dis* 
eretion.  As  to  abuse,  I  am  conviiiced»  that  very  £cyt 
trusts  in  the  ordinary  course  of  adminbtration,  have  ad« 
mitted  less  abuse  than  this.  Efficient  ministers  have 
been  their  own  pay-masterd.  It  b  true.  But  their  very 
partiality  has  operated  as  a  kind  of  justice ;  and  still  it 
was  service  that  was  paid.  When  we  look  over  thb  ex« 
chequer  list,  we  find  it  filled  with  the  descendants  of  the 
Watpoles,  of  the  Pelhams,  of  the  Townshends ;  names 
to  whom  this  country  owes  it  liberties,  and  to  whom  his 
majesty  owes  hb  crown.  It  was  in  one  of  these  lines^ 
diat  the  immense  and  envied  employment  he  now  holds^ 
came  to  a  certain  duke,*  who  is  now  probably  sitting 
quietly  at  a  very  good  dinner  directiy  under  us ;  and  act* 

*  Duke  of  Newcastle,  whose  dinlng-rooia  is  wder  the  Hou^e  oC 
ComnioDft* 
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filling  our  mouths  with  unsubstantial  sounds,  and  talking 
of  hungry  economy  over  his  head.  But  he  is  the  elder 
branch  of  an  ancient  and  decayed  house,  joined  to,  and 
repaired  by  the  reward  of  services  done  by  another.  I 
respect  th^  original  title,  and  the  first  purchase  of  me* 
rited  wealth  and  honour,  through  all  its  descents^  through 
all  its  transfers,  and  ail  its  assignments.  May  such 
fountains  never  be  dried  up !  May  they  ever  flow  with 
their  original  purity^  and  refresh  and  fructify  the  common* 
wealth,  for  ages  I  j 

Sir,  I  think  myself  bound  to  give  you  my  reasons  ab'  i 
clearly,  and  as  fully^  for  stopping  in  the  course  of  refer-  ! 
xnation,  as  for  proceeding  in  it.  My  limits  are  the  rules 
of  law ;  the  rules  of  policy  ;  and  the  service  of  the  state* 
This  is  the  reason  why  I  am  not  able  to  intermeddle 
with  another  article,  which  seems  to  be  a  specific  object 
in  several  of  the  petitions ;  I  mean  the  reduction  of  ex* 
^rbitant  emoluments  to  efficient  offices*  IT  I  knew  of 
any  real  efficient  office,  which  did  possess  exhorbitant 
i^moluments,  I  should  be  extremely  desirous  of  reducing 
^em«  Others  may  know  of  them.  I  do  not«  I  am 
lliot  possessed  of  an  exact  common  measure  between  real 
service  and  its  reward.  I  am  very  sure,  that  states  do 
sometimes  receive  services,  which  it  is  hardly  in  their 
ppwer  to  reward  according  to  their  worth.     If  I  were  to 

Sive  my  judgment  with  regard  to  this  cpuntry,  I  do  not 
link  the  great  efficient  offices  of  the  state  to  be  over- 
paid* The  service  of  the  public  is  a  thing  which  can- 
not  be  put  to  auction,  and  struck  down  to  those  who 
Vill  agree  to  execute  it  the  cheapest.  When  the  pro- 
portion between  reward  and  service  is  our  object,  we 
must  always  consider  of  what  nature  the  service  is,  and 
what  sort  of  men  they  are  that  must  perform  it.  What 
is  just  payment  for  one  kind  of  labour,  and  full  encou* 
ragement  for  one  kind  of  talents,  is  fraud  and  discourage- 
ment to  others.  Many  of  the  great  offices  have  much 
4uty  to  do,  and  much  expence  of  representation  t« 
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snamtaiii.  A  secretarjr  of  state,  for  instance,  must 
not  appear  sordid  in  the  eyes  of  the  ministers  of  other 
nations;  neither  ought  our  ministers  abroad  to  appear 
contemptible  in  the  courts  where  they  reside.  In  all 
offices  of  doty,  there  is,  almost  necessarily,  a  great 
neglect  of  all  domestic  affairs.  A  person  in  high  office 
can  rarely  take  a  .view  t>f  his  family  hoiise.  If  he  sees 
that  the  state  takes  no  detriment^  the  state  must  see 
that  his  affairs  should  take  as  Kttle. 

I  will  even  go  so  far  as  to  affirm,  that  if  men  were 
willing  to  serve  in  such  situations  without  salary,  they 
ought  not  be  permitted  to  do  it.  Ordinary  service  must 
be  secured  by  the  motives  to  ordinary  integrity.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  that  state  which  lays  its  founda- 
tion in  rare  and  heroic  virtues,  will  be  sure  to  have  its 
superstructure  in  the  basest  ^profligacy  and  corruption. 
An  honourable  and  fair  profit  is  the  best  security  against 
av^ce  and  rapacity ;  as  in  all  things  else;  a  lawful  and 
regulate^  enjoyment  is  the  best  security  against  debauch* 
ery  and  excess.  For  as  wealth  is  power,  so  all  power 
will  infallibly  draw  wealth  to  itself  by  some  means  or 
other :  and  when  men  are  lefl  no  way  of  ascertaining 
their  profits  but  by  their  means  of  obtaining  them,  those 
means  will  be  increased  to  infinity.  This  is  true  in  al! 
the  parts  of  administration,  as  well  as  in  the  whole.  If 
any  individual  were  to  decline  his  appointments,  it  might 
give  an  unfair  advantage  to  ostentatious  ambition  over 
unpretending  service  ;  it  might  breed  invidious  cohipa- 
risons;  it  might  tend  to  destroy  whatever  unity  and 
agreement  may  be  found  among  ministers.  And  after 
all,  when  an  ambitious  man  had  run  down  his  compe- 
titors by  a  fallacious  shew  of  disinterestedness,  and  fixed 
himself  in  power  by  that  means,  what  security  is  there 
that  he  would  not  change  his  course,  and  claim  as  an 
indemnity  ten  times  more  than  he  has  given  up  ? 

It  may  be  expected,  sir,  that  when  I  am  giving  my 
reasons  why  I  limit  myself  in  the  reduction  of  employ- 
ments, or  of  their  profits,  I  should  say  something  of 
those  which  seem  of  eminent  motility  in  the  state  j  I  meaa 
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tbe  aaiafatr  €f  ofioers  wbo  hy  their  places  are  aWftudimt 
^  the  peraon  of  the  king.  Considering  the  cominoiw 
I9«alth  merely  as  sueh,  and  considering  tfaoae  officers 
only  as  relative  to  the  dir^  purposes  of  the  state,  I 
admit  that  they  are  of  no  use  at  all.  But  there  are 
many  thin^.  in  the  constitution  of  establishments^  which 
sppear  of  little  value  on  the  first  view,  which  in  a  second- 
ary  and  oblique  manner,  produce  very  material  advaiv 
tages.  It  was  on  full  consideration  that  I  determined  not 
to  lessen  any  of  the  offices  of  honour  about  the  crown,  ia 
tiieir  number  or  their  emoluments.  These  emolumentSi 
except  in  one  or  two  cases,  do  not  much  more  than  an^ 
ewer  the  chaii^  of  attendance.  Men  of  conditionnaturaU 
ly  love  to  be  about  a  court ;  and  women  of  condition  love 
it  much  morCf  Out  there  is  in  all  regular  attendance,  so 
much  of  constraint,  that  if  it  were  a  mere  charge,  without 
any  compensation!  you  would  soon  have  the  court  de- 
serted by  an  the  nobility  of  the  kingdom. 

Sir,  the  most  serious  mischiefs  woiUd  follow  from 
such  a  desertion.  Kings  are  naturally  lovers  of  low 
company*  Thev  are  so  elevated  above  all  the  teat  of 
mankind,  that  they  must  look  upon  all  their  subjects  as 
on  a  level.  They  are  rather  9pt  to  hate  than  to  love 
their  nobility,  on  account  of  the  occasional  resistance  to 
their  will,  which  will  be  made  by  their  virtue,  their 
petulance,  or  their  pride.  Jt  must  indeed  be  admitted^ 
that  many  of  the  nobility  are  as  perfectly  willing  to  act 
the  part  of  flatterexs,  talcirbearers,  parasites,  pimps,  and 
buffoons,  ^  spy  of  the  lowest  and  vilest  of  mankind 
can  possibly  be.  3ut  they  are  not  properly  qualified 
for  this  object  of  their  ambition.  The  want  of  a  regular 
education,  and  early  habits,  and  some  lurking  remains  of 
their  dignity,  wiU  never  permit  them  to  become  a  match 
for  an  Italian  eunuch,  a  mountebank,  a  fidler,  a  player, 
or  any  regular  practitioner  pf  that  tribe.  The  Roman 
emperors,  almost  from  the  beginnii^p  tlirew  themselves 
into  such  hands ;  and  the  mischief  increased  every  day, 
till  its  decline,  and  its  final  ruin.  It  is  therefore  of  verjr 
great,  imporbvice  (provided  the  thipg  is  pot  OTcidooO 
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jtber  a  pvince  wiU  or  nott  bring  into  daUy  and  hourly 
offices  about  his  person,  a  gveat  number  of  his  first  no- 
bilit3r,  and  it  is  rather  an  usefiil  prejudioe  that  gives 
them  a  pride  in  such  a  servitude.  Tliough  they  arc  not 
muefa  the  better  for  a  court,  a  court  wiU  be  much  the 
better  for  them.  I  have  thorfore  not  attempted  to  re* 
furm  amy  of  tibe  offices  of  honour  about  the  king's  person. 

There  are,  indeedy  two  offices  in  his  stables  which 
utt  sinecures.  By  the  change  of  mannersy  and  indeed 
by  tint  nature  of  the  thing,  they  must  be  so;  I  mcaa 
the  several  keepers  of  buck-hound9>  stag-hounds,  foa> 
hounds,  and  harriers.  They  answer  no  puipose  of 
utility  or  of  splendor.  These  I  propose  to  abolish.  It 
is  not  proper  that  great  noblemen  should  be  keepers  of 
dogs,  though  they  were  the  king's  dogs.  In  every  part 
of  my  scheme,  I  have  endeavoured  that  no  primary, 
and  that  even  no  secondary  service  of  the  state^  should 
suffer  by  its  frugality.  I  mean  to  touch  nd  offices  but 
such  as  I  am  perfectly  sure,  are  either  of  no  use  at 
sU,  or  not  of  any  use  in  the  least  asugnable  proper* 
tion  to  the  burthen  with  which  they  load  the  revenues 
of  the  kingdom,  and  to  the  influence  with  M^uch  they 
oppress  the  freedom  of  parliamenury  deliberation  ;  for 
which  reasMi  there  are  but  two  offices  which  are  properiy 
state  offices,  that  I  have  a  desire  to  reform. 

The  firts  of  them  is  the  new  office  of  third  secretary 
iffetaie^  which  is  commonly  called  secretary  4^etaU  for 
thecoUmUi. 

We  kaow  that  all  the  correspondence  of  the  coloiues 
had  been,  until  within  a  few  years,  carried  on  by  ^ 
southern  secretary  pf  state ;  and  that  thb  department 
has  not  been  shunned  upon  account  of  the  weight  of 
its  duties ;  but  on  the  contrary,  much  sought  on  ,ac* 
count  of  its  patronage.  Indeed,  he  must  be  poprly  ac- 
quainted inth  the  Ustoiy  of  office,  who  doea  not  know 
how  very  li^tly  the  Americsn  functions  have  always 
Icsmed  on  the  shoulders  of  the  mmisterlal  Atlae^  who 
has  upheld  that  side  of  the  iphere»    Undoubtedly,  great 


temper  and  judgment  were  requisite  in  die  managemctil 
of  the  colony  politics  ;  but  the  official  detail  was  a  trifle. 
Since  the  new  appointment,  a  train  of  unfortunate  ac- 
cidents has  brought  before  us'  almost  the  whole  eorres* 
pondence  of  this  favourite  secretary's  office,  since  the 
first  day  of  its  establishment  I  will  say  nodiing  of  its 
auspicious  foundation  ;  of  the  quality  of  its  Correspon* 
dence;  or  of  the  effects  that  luivc  ensued  from  it.  I 
Bpeak  merely  of  its  quantity;  which  we  know  would 
have  been  little  or  no  addition  to  the  trouble  of  what- 
^Bver  office  had  its  hands  the  fullest.  But  what  hu 
been  the  real  condition  of  the  old  office  of  secretary  of 
•state?  Have  their  velvet  bags,  and  their  red  boxes» 
been  so  full,  that  nothing  more  could  possibly  be  cram- 
med in  them? 

A  correspondence  of  a  curious  nature  has  been  lately 
published.*  In  that  correspondence,  sir,  we  find  tfc^ 
opinion  of  a  noble  person,  who  is  thought  to  be  the 
grand  manu&cturer  of  administrations  s  and  therefore 
thebest  judge  of  the  quality  of  his  work.  He  was  of  opi- 
Bion,  that  there  was  but  one  man  of  diligence  and  m- 
dustry  in  the  whole  administration-— it  was  the  late  eail 
of  Suffolk.  The  noble  lord  lamented  very  justly,  that 
this  statesman,  of  so  much  mental  vigour,  was  almost 
wholly  disabled  from  the  exertion  of  it,  by  his  bodily 
infirmities.  Lord  Suffolk,  dead  to  the  state,  long  be- 
fore he  was  dead  to  nature,  at  last  paid  his  tribute  to 
the  *  common  treasury  to  which  we  must  all  be  taxed. 
But  so  little  want  was  found  even  of  his  intentional  in- 
dustry,  that  the  office,  vacant  in  reality  to  its  duties  long 
1)efore,  continued  vacant  even  in  nomination  and  ap- 
pointment for  a  year  after  his  death.  The  whole  of  the 
laborious  and  arduous  correspondence  of  this  empire, 
tested  solely  upon  the  activity  and  energy  of  lord  Wey- 
mouth. 

It  is  therefore  demonstrable,  since  one  diligent  roan 
"vrBS  fully  equal  to  the  duties  of  the  two  offices,  that 
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two  diUgi^t  men  will  be  equal  to  the.dutf  of  three. 
The  business  of  the  new:  office  which  I  shall  propose 
to  jroo  to  suppress,  is  by  no  means  too  much  to  be  re- 
turned to  either  of  the  secretaries  which  remain.    If 
this  dust  in  the  balance  should  be  thought  too  heavy,  it 
may  be  divided  between  them  both ;  North  America 
(whether  free  or  reduced)  to  the  northern  secretary,,  the 
West  Indies  to  the  southern.     It  is  not  necessary  that 
I  should  say  more  upon  Uie  inutility  of  this  office.     It 
as  burning  day  light.      But  before  I  have  done,  I  shall 
just  remark  that  the  history  of  this  office  is  too  recent 
to  suffer  ii9  to  forget,  that  it  was  made  for  the  mere 
convenience  of  the  arrangements  of  political  intrigue^ 
and  not  for  the  service  of  the  state ;  that  it  was  made^ 
in  order  to  give  a  colour  to  an  exhorbitant  increase  of 
the  civil  list ;  and  in  the  same  act  to  bring  a  new  ac« 
cession  to  the  loaded  compost  heap  of  corrupt  influence. 

There  is,  sir,  anotho*  office,  which  was  not  long  since 
dosely  connected  with  this  of  the  American  secretary  ; 
but  MB  been  lately  separated  from  it  for  the  very 
same  purpose  for  which  it  had  been  conjoined  h  I  mean^ 
the  sole  purpose  of  all  the  separations  and  all  the  con^ 
junctions  that  have  been  lately  made-— a  jobb.-*-I  speak 
sir,  of  the  board  qf  trade  and  plantations.  This  board 
is  assort  of  temperate  bed  of  influence;  a  sort  of  gently 
ripening  hot-house,  where  eight  members  of  parliament 
receive  salaries  of  a  thousand  a  year,  for  a  certain  given 
time,  in  order  to  mature  at  a  proper  season,  a  claim 
to  two  thousand,  granted  for  doing  less,  and  on  the 
credit  of  having  toiled  so  long  in  that  inferior  laborious: 
department. 

I  have  known  that  board,  off  and  on,  for^a  great 
number  of  years.  Both  of  its  pretended  objects  have 
been  much  the  objects  of  my  study,  if  I  have  a  right 
to  call  any  pursuits  of  mine  by  so  respectable  a  name. 
I  can  assure  the  house,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  think 
that  I  risk  my  little  credit  lightly,  that»  without  mean- 
ing to  convey  the  least  reflection  upon  any  one  of  its 
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members  put  or  presenti— ^it  k  a  Ixiiid  wfaidi^iiot 
mischievous,  is  of  no  use  at  alL 

You  will  be  convinced^  sir,  that  I  am  not  mislakefi, 
if  you  reflect  how  generaHy  it  is  true,  that  commerce, 
the  principal  object  of  that  office,  flourishes  most  when  it 
is  left  to  itself.  Interest,  the  great  guide  of  commerce, 
is  not  a  blind  one.  It  is  very  well  aUe  to  find  its  own 
way ;  and  its  necessities  are  its  best  laws.  But  if  it 
were  possible  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  young 
should  direct  the  old,  and  the  inexperienced  instruct 
the  knowing ;  if  a  board  in  the  state  was  the  best  tutor 
for  the  counting  house ;  if  the  desk  ought  to  read  lectures 
to  the  anvil,  and  the  pen  to  usurp  the  place  of  the  shut- 
tle— ^yet  in  any  matter  of  regulation,  we  know  that  board 
must  ad  with  as  little  audiority  as  skill.  The  pr^t)* 
gative  of  the  crown  b  utterly  inadequate  to  its  ol^; 
because  all  regulations  are,  in  their  nature,  restrictive 
of  some  liberty.  In  the  reign  indeed  of  Charles  the 
First,  the  council,  or  committees  of  council,  were  never  a 
moment  unoccupied  with  affiurs  of  trade.  But  even 
where  they  had  no  ill  intention,  (which  was  sometmiea 
the  case)  trade  and  manufacture  suffered  infinitely 
from  their  injudicious  tampering.  But  since  that  periodi 
whenever  regulation  is  wanting,)  for  I  do  not  deny,  that 
sometimes  it  may  be  wanting)  parliament  constantly  sits ; 
and  parliament  alone  is  competent  to  such  regufa^o* 
We  want  no  instruction  from  boards  of  trade,  or  frow 
any  other  board ;  and  God  fc-*bid  we  should  give  the 
least  attention  to  their  reports.  Parliamentary  cnquif 
is  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  parliamentary  information. 
There  is  more  real  knowl^ge  to  be  obtained,  by  at* 
tending  the  detail  of  business  in  the  committees  above 
stairs,  than  ever  did  come,  or  ever  will  come  from  ^1 
board  in  this  kingdom,  or  fit>m  all  of  them  together* 
An  assiduous  member  of  parliament  will  not  be  the 
worse  instructed  there  for  not  being  paid  a  Aouj 
sand  a  year  for  learning  his  lesson.  And  now  that  1 
speak  of  the  committees  above  stairs,  I  must  say,  that 
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bavi^gi  tilV  lately  attqided^  ^S^kr^  ^^^SlW  '  ^^ 
gbseryed  (Iiat'Vio  descnpttoi^^^mem^r^^^^jj^sf  littte 
attendance,  .either  to  coiomiiQicate,  or  to  obtain  in.st;*ucr 
tion.upoo  matters  of  commerce^  as  the  honc^rabie  mem- 
bers of  the  grave  board  of  trade.  I  realjy^^npt  rcr 
collect,  that  I  have  ever  seen  one  of  them  in  toat'^prt  of 
business.  Possibly,  some  members  may  have  htttfg 
memories;  and  may  call  to  inind^ympjobb  that  may 
have  accidentally  brought  one'prc^j^^f  ^f^tjif qm  a(  on^ 
time  or  other,  to  attend  a  inatter  ^((j^nynercg.^^,^  t^*,  u 

If  ever  there  were  commercial  point^j^gf^^^  IF^ghtf 
and  most  closely  connected  with  our  dependencies,  they 
are  those  which  have  been  agitated  and  decided  in  p^lia^ 
ment  since  I  came  into  it. .  Which  of  the  innuixierablq 
regulations  since  made  had  their  origin  or  their  iQiprove- 
ment  in  the  board  of  trajde  ?  Did  any  of  the  several  East 
India  bills  which  have  been  successively  produced  since 
1767,  originate  there  ?  Did  any  one  dream  of  referring 
them,  or  any  part  of  them  thither  ?  Was  any  body  so  ri- 
diculous  as  even  to  think  of  it  ?  If  ever  there  was^an  oc* 
casion  on  which  the  board  was  fit  to  be  consuIte4»  it  was 
with  regard  to  the  acts  that  were  preludes  to  the  Ame* 
rican  war,  or  attendant  on  its  commencement :  those 
act's  were  full  of  commercial  regulations,  such  as  they 
were ;:— the  intercourse  bill ;  the  prohibitory  bill ;  the 
fishery  bill.  If  the  board  was  not  concerned  in  such 
things,  in  what  particular  was  it  thought  fit  that  it  should 
be  concerned  ?  In  the  course  of  all  these  bills  through 
the  house,  I  observed  the  members  of  that  board  to  be 
remarkably  cautious  of  intermeddling.  They  under- 
stood  decorum  better  ;  they  know  that  matters  of  trade 
and  plantation  are  no  business  of  theirs. 

It  was  but  the  otlier  day,  that  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon  carried  up  to  the  house  of  peers,  two  acts,  alter- 
ing, in  a  great  degree,  our  whole  commercial  system* 
Those  acts,  I  mean,  for  giving  a  free  trade  to  Ireland 
in  woollens  and  in  all  thmgs  else,  with  independent 
nations,  and  giving  them  an  equal  trade  to  our  own  co- 
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lonies.    Here  too  ifve;  fid^Aty  of  this  great,  but  ardu*^ 
ous  an^^il^  improvement  of  system  would  make 

}rou  €0iiiceive  i{iat  the  anxious  solicitude  of  the  noble 
ord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  would  have  wholly  destroyed 
the  plan  of  summer  recreation  of  that  board,  by  refer* 
eaces  to  examine,  compare,  and  digest  mattery  for  par* 
liaraent-*-You  would  imagine,  that  Iri^ih  commissioners 
of  customs,  and  English  commissioners  of  customs,  and 
commissioners  of  «:(cise,  that  merchants  and  manufac* 
turt  rs  of  every  <lenomination,  had  daily  croM^ded  their 
outer  rooms,  i^ilhorwn.  The  perpetual  virtual  adjourn* 
ment,  and  die  unbroken  sitting  vacation  of  that  board,  was 
no  more  disturbed  by  the  Irish  than  by  the  plantation 
commerce,  or  any  other  commerce.  The  same  matter 
made  a  large  part  of  the  business  which  occupied  the 
house  for  two  sessions  before;  and  as  our  ministers 
were  not  then  mellowed  by  the  mild,  emollient,  and 
engaging  blandishments  of  our  dear  sister,'  into  all 
the  tenderness  of  unqualified  surrender,  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  a  restramed  benefit  naturally  required 
much  detailed  management  and  positive  regulation* 
But  neither  the  qualified  propositions  which  were  re* 
ceived,  nor  those  other  qualified  propositions  which  were 
rejected  by  ministers,  were  the  least  concern  of  theirs^ 
nor  were  they  ever  thought  of  in  the  business. 

It  is  therefore,  sir,  on  the  opinion  of  parliament, 
on  the  opinion  of  the  ministers,  and  even  on  their 
own  opinion  of  their  inutility,  that  I  shall  propose  to 
you  tQ  suppress  the  board  of  trade  and  plantations ;  and 
to  recommit  all  its  business  to  the  council  from  whence 
it  was  improvidently  taken  ;  and  which  business  (what- 
ever it  might  be)  was  much  better  done,  and  without 
any  expence ;  and  indeed  where  in  eifect  it  may  all 
come  at  last.  Almost  all  that  deserves  the  name 
of  business  there,  is  the  reference  of  the  plantation  acts 
to  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  of  the  law.  But  all  this 
may  be  done,  as  the  Irish  business  of  the  same  na- 
ture has  always  been  done,  by  the  council,  and  with  a  re- 
ference  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor  general. 
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There  are  some  regulations  in  the  household,  rela« 
tive  to  the  officers  of  the  yoemen  of  the  guards,  and  the 
officers  and  band  of  gentlemen  pensioners,  which  I  shall 
likewise  submit  to  your  consideration,  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  establishments,  which  at  present  are  much 
abused. 

I  have  now  finished  all,  that  for  the  present  I  shall 
trouble  you  with  on  the  plan  of  reduction.  I  mean 
next  to  propose  to  you  the  plan  of  arrangement,  by  the 
which  I  mean  to  ^propriate  and  fix  the  civil  list  money 
to  its  several  services,  according  to  their  nature ;  for  I  am 
thoroughly  sensible,  that  if  a  discretion,  wholly  arbitrary^ 
can  be  exercised  over  the  civil  list  revenue,  although 
the  most  ^effectual  methods  may  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  inferior  departments  from  exceeding  their  bounds^ 
the  plan  of  reformation  will  still  be  left  very  imperfect 
It  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  safe  to  permit  an  entirely 
arbitrary  discretion,  even  in  the  first  lord  of  the  trea- 
sury himself:  It  will  not  be  safe  to  leave  with  him 
a  power  of  diverting  the  public  money  from  its  proper 
objects,  of  paying  it  in  an  irregular  course,  or  of  in- 
verting  perhaps  the  onler  of  time,  dictated  fay  the  pro* 
portion  of  value,  which  ought  to  regulate  his  application 
of  payment  to  service. 

I  am  sensible,  too,  that  the  very  operation  of  a  plan 
of  economy  which  tends  to  exonerate  the  civil  list  of 
expensive  establishments,  may  in  some  sort  defeat  the 
capital  end  we  have  in  view-^the  independence  of  par. 
liament ;  and  that  in  removing  the  public  and  ostensible 
means  of  influence,  we  may  increase  the  fund  of  pi-ivate 
corruption.  I  have  thought  of  some  methods  to  prevent 
an  abuse  of  surplus  cash  under  discretionar}'  application ; 
I  mean  the  heads  of  secret  service^  special  service^  va* 
rious  payments f  and  the  like ;  which^  I  hope«  will  an* 
swer,  and  which  in  due  time  I  shall  lay  before  you. 
Where  I  am  unable  to  limit  the  quantity  of  the  sums  to 
be  applied,  by  reason  of  the  uncertain  quanti^  of  the  sen- 
vice,  I  endeavour  to  confine  it  to  its  iinc  /  to  secure  an 
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indefinite  application  to  the  definite  service  to  wliidb  it 
belongs ;  not  to  stop  die  progress  of  expence  in  its  line, 
but  to  confine  it  to  that  line  in  which  it  professes  16 
move.' 

<  But  that  part  of  my  plan,  sir,  iipon  which  I  princi- 
paUy  rest,  that  on  which  I  rely  for  the  purpose  of  bind* 
ing  up  and  secu  ing  the  whole,  is  to  establish  a  fixed  and 
wva^abie  order  in  all  its  payments,  which  it  shall  not 
be  pdrtmtted  to  the  first  IcHtl  of  the  treasury,  upon  any 
l^retenee  whatsoever,  to  depart  from.  I  therefore  divide 
the  civil  list  payments  into  nine  classes,  putting  each 
ate0p  IbrMoml^ftKOrding  to  the  importance  or  justice  of 
1h^  demand,  and  to  the  inability  of  the  persons  entitled 
m  vfii#(j^  tjlju^  pret^xisions;  that  is,  to  put  those  first 
who  haire  ti^^ttidsit*  efficient  offices,  or  claim  the  justest 
debts ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  from  the  character  of  that 
diesarjptlon  of  neti^  iGrom  the  retiredness,  or  the  remote- 
n^s  o^i-i^ss&rr  situdiion,  or  from  their  want  of  weight  and 
po<M^  td  eii'ibn^e  their  pretensions,  or  from  their  being 
entirely  >sii^i{|^t  to  the  power  of  a  minister,  without  any 
recipMoal'^ower  of  awing  him,  ought  to  be  the  most 
considiBred>  jMd  are  the  most  likely  to  be  neglected  ;  all 
these  I  place  in  the  highest  classes :  I  place  in  the  lowest 
those  whose  functions  are  of  the  least  importance,  but 
whose  persons  or  rank  are  often  of  the  greatest  power 
and  influence* 

It^the  fimt  class  I  place  the  Judges^  as  of  the  first  im- 
portance. They  ought  to  be  as  weak  solicitors  on  their 
0wn  fiemandSf  as  strenuous  assertors  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  others.  The  judges  are,  or  ought  to  be,  of 
a  reserved  and  retired  character,  and  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  the  political  world. 

In  the  second  class  I  place  foreign  ministers.  They  are 
not  upon  the  spot  to  demand  payment,  and  are  there- 
fore the  most  likely  to  be,  as  in  fact  they  have  some- 
times been,  entirely  neglected,  to  the  great  disgrace,  and 
perhaps  the  great  detriment  of  the  nation. 

4n  the  third  class  I  would  bring^U  the  tradesmen  who 
supply  the  crown  by  contract,  or  otherwise. 
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In  the  fourth  class  I  {dace  aUthe  dometstie  ajerrwlla 
of  the  king,  and  all  persons  in  efficient  offices^  whoM 
salaries  do  not  exceed  two  huhdred  pounds  a  year.         > 

In  the  fifth,  upon  a9COunt  of  honour,  which  oug^t  td 
give  place  to  nothing  but  charity  and  rigid  justice,  I 
would  j>lace  the  pensions  and  allowances  of  t)is  majesty '% 
royal  family,  comprehending  of  course  the  queen,  toge- 
ther with  the  stated  allowance  of  the  privy  purse.  ^ 

In  the  sixth  class,  I  place  those  efficient  officers  of  duty ,; 
whose  salaries  may  exceed  the  sum  of  two.  hundreds 
pounds  a  year.  , 

In  the  seventh  class,  that  mixed  mass,  the  whole  pen- 
sion list.  '    , 

In  the  eighth,  the  offices  of  honour  about  the  king. 

In  ^he  ninth,  and  the  last  of  all,  the  salaries  and  pen* 
sions  of  the  i^rst  lord  of  the  treasury  himself,  the  chan* 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  olh^  cojffimissioners  of 
tlie  treasury.  »    ; 

If  by  any  possible  mismanagement  of  that  part  of  the 
revenue  which  is  left  s^t  discretion,  or  by  any  other  mode 
of  prodigality,  cash  should  be  deficient  for  tlve  .paymemt 
of  tbe.lp\yest  cla^^ea^  I  proposes;  that  the  amoupt  cif  those 
salaries  where  the  defieiiency  tnay;  happen  to  JbU,  shall* 
not  b^  carried  as  a. debt  to  the  aG<:oi|i)t  of  the  succeeding 
year,  but  that  i(  shall  be  entirely  lapsed,  sunk,  and  lost ; 
so  that  government  will  be  enabled  to  .start  in  the  race 
of  evcFy  new  j^^ar,  wholly  unloaded,  fresh  in  wind  and 
i^  vigour.  Hereafter,  no  civil  Kst  debt  can  ever  come 
upon  the  public.  And  those  who  do  not  consider  this 
as  saving,  because  it  is  not  a  certain  sum,  do  not  ground 
their.calculatioQs  of  the  future  on  their  experience  of  the 
past. 

I  know  of  no  mode  of  preserving  the  effectual  ex* 
ccution  of  any  .duty,  but  to  make  it  the  direct  interest  of 
the  executiye  officer  that  it  shall  be  faithfully  performed. 
Assuming,  then,  that  the  present  vast  allowance  to  the 
<^ivU  Ust  is  perfectly  adequate  to  all  its  purposes,  if  there 
^uld  be  any  failure  it  must  be  from  the  mismanage- 
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nent  or  neglect  of  the  first  conrmbaioner  of  die  treasmy ; 
since,  upon  the  prc^osed  plan,  there  can  be  no  expence 
of  anj  consequence,  which  he  is  not  himself  previoody 
to  authorize  and  finally  to  control.  It  is  therefore  just, 
S6  well  as  politic^  that  the  loss  should  attach  upon  the 
delinquency. 

If  the  failure  from  the  delinquency  should  be  very 
considerable,  it  will  M  on  the  ckss  dlrecdy  above  the 
first  lord  of  the  treasury,  as  well  as  upon  himself  and 
his  board.  '  It  will  fall,  as  it  ought  to  fall,  upon  oflices 
of  no  primary  importance  in  the  state  ;  but  then  it  will 
&11  upon  persons,  whom  it  will  be  a  matter  of  no  sli^t 
importance  for  a  minister  to  provoke^-it  will  fidl  upon 
persons  of  the  first  rank  and  consequence  in  the  king- 
dom ;  upon  those  who  are  nearest  to  the  king,  and  fie- 
quently  have  a  more  interior  credit  with  him  than  the 
minister  himself.  It  will  fall  upon  masters  of  the  horse, 
upon  lord    chamberlains,   upon  lord    stewards,  upon 

K3oms  of  the  stole,  and  lords  of  the  bedchamber.  The 
usehold  troops  form  an  army,  who  will  be  ready  to 
mutiny  for  want  of  pay,  and  whose  mutiny  will  be  realljf 
dreadful  to  a  commander  in  chief.  A  rebellion  of  the 
thirteen  lords  of  the  bedchamber  would  be  far  more 
terrible  to  a  minister,  and  would  probably  a&ct  his 
power  more  to  the  quick,  than  a  revest  of  thirteen  co- 
lonies. Wliat  an  uproar  such  an  event  would  create  at 
court  !  What  petitions  and  committees^  and  associa- 
tions would  it  not  produce !  Bless  me !  what  a  clatter- 
ing of  white  sticks  and  yellow  sticks  would  be  about  his 
bead — what  a  storm  of  gold  keys  would  fly  about  the 
ears  of  the  minister — ^what  a  shower  of  Georges,  and 
Thistles,  and  medals,  and  collars  of  S.  S.  would  assail 
liim  at  lus  first  entnmce  into  the  antichambcr,  after  an 
insolvent  Christmas  quarter!  A  tumidt  which  could 
not  be  appeased  by  all  the  harmony  of  the  new-year's 
ode.  Rebellion  it  is  certain  there  would  be ;  and  re- 
bellion may  not  now  indeed  be  so  critical  an  event 
to  those  who  engage  in  it^  since  its  price  is  so  cor< 
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Kcdy   aacertamed  ;-«»a8Gertain6d   at  just  a  thousand 
pounds. 

Suv  this  dasaing,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  serious  and  solid 
security  for  tlie  pdformance  of  a  minister's  duty.  Lord 
Coke  says,  that  the  staff  was  put  into  the  treasurer's  hand, 
to  enable  him  to  support  himself  when  there  was  no 
money  in  the  exchequer,  and  to  beat  away  importunate 
solicitors.  The  method  which  I  propose,  would  hinder 
him  from  the  necessity  of  such  a  broken  staff  to  lean  on, 
or  such  a  miserable  weapon  for  repulsing  the  demands 
of  worthless  suitors,  who,  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon  knows,  will  bear  many  hard  blows  on  the  head, 
and  many  other  indignities,  before  they  are  driven  from 
the  treasury.  In  this  plan  he  is  furnished  with  an  an- 
swer to  all  their  importunity  ;  an  answer  far  more  con- 
clusive than  if  he  had  knocked  them  down  with  his  staff-^ 
**  Sir,  (or  my  Lord,)  you  are  calling  for  my  own  salary-** 
Sir,  you  are  calling  for  the  appointments  of  my  coL 
leagues  who  sit  about  me  in  office — Sir,  you  are  goin^ 
to  excite  a  mutiny  at  court  against  me — ^you  are  going 
to  estrange  his  majesty's  confidence  from  me,  through 
the  chamberlain,  or  the  master  of  the  horse,  or  the  groom 
of  the  stole." 

As  things  now  stand,  every  man,  in  proportion  to  hit- 
consequence  at  court,  tends  to  add  to  the  expenoes  o£ 
the  civil  list,- by  all  manner  of  jobbs,  if  not  for  himself^ 
yet  for  his  dependents.  When  the  new  plan  is  esta* 
blished,  those  who  are  now  suitors  for  jobbs,  will  become 
the  most  strenuous  opposers  of  them.  They  will  have  a 
common  interest  with  the  minister  in  public  economy. 
Every  class,  as  it  stands  low,  will  become  security  for 
the  payment  of  the  preceding  class ;  and  thus  the  per- 
sons whose  insignificant  services  defraud  those  that  are 
useful,  would  then  become  interested  in  their  payment 
Then  the  powerful,  instead  of  oppressing,  would  be 
obliged  to  support  the  weak ;  and  idleness  would  be* 
come  concerned  in  the  reward  of  industry.  The  whole 
fabric  of  the  civil  economy  would  become  compact  and 
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connected  In  all  its  parts  ;  it  would  be  formed  into  a  well 
organized  body,  where  every  member  contributes  to  tHc 
support  of  the  wHble  ;  and  where  even  the  lazy  stomach 
secures  thfc  vigour  of  thfe  active  arm. 

*  This  plan,  I  really  flatter  myself,  lis  laid,  not  in  official 
formality,  nor  iii  airy  speculation,  but  in  real  life,  and  in 
human  nature  ;  in  what  *^  comes  home  (as  Bacon  says) 
to  the  business  and  bosoms  of  men,''  You  have  now, 
sir,  before  you,  the  whole  of  my  scheme,  as  far  as  I  have 
digested  it  into  a  form,  that  might  be  in  any  respect  wor- 
thy of  your  consideration.— 1  intend  to  lay  it  before  you 
in  five' bills.  The  plan  consists,  indeed,  of  many  parts; 
but  they  stand  upon  a  few  plain  principles.  It  is  a 
plan  which  takes  nothing  from  the  civil  list  without  dis- 
chaining  it  of  a  burthen  equal  to  the  sum  carried  to  the 
public  service.  It  weakens  no  one  function  necessary 
to  government ;  but  on  the  contrarj^  by  appropriating 
supply  to  service,  it  gives  it  greater  vigour.  It  provides 
the  means  of  order  and  foresight  to  a  minister  of  finance, 
which  may  always  keep  all  the  objects  of  his  office,  and 
tfieir  state,  condition,  and  relations,  distinctly  before  him. 
It  brings  fonvard  accounts  without  hurrying  and  distress- 
ing the  accountants  :  whilst  it  provides  for  public  con- 
venience, it  regards  private  rights.  It  extinguishes  secret 
fiomiption  almost  to  the  possibility  of  its  existence.  It 
destroys  direct  and  visible  influence  equal  to  the  offices 
of  at  least  fifty  members  of  parliament.  Lastly,  it  pre- 
vents the  provision  for  his  majesty's  children,  from 
being  diverted  to  the  political  purposes  of  his  minister. 

'  These  are  the  points,  on  which  I  rely  for  the  merit  of 
the  plan :  I  pursue  economy  in  a  secondary  view,  and 
only  as  it  is  connected  with  these  great  objects.  I  am 
persuaded,  that  even  for  supply,  this  scheme  will  he  far 
from  unfruitful,  if  it  be  executed  to  the  extent  I  propose. 
J  think  it  will  give  to  the  public,  at  its  periods,  two  or 
t^ree  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year ;  if  not,  it  will 
^ve  them  a  system  of  economy,  which  is  itself  a  great 
revenue*    It  gives  me  no  little  pride  and  satisfaction, 
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to  find  that  the  principles  of  my  proceedings  are,  in  man^ 
respects,  the  very  same  with  those  which  are  now  pursued 
in  the  plans  of  the  French  minister  of  finance.  I  am 
sure,  that  I  lay  before  yon  a  scheme  easy  and  practicable 
in  all  its  parts.  I  know  it  is  common  at  once  to  applaud 
and  to  reject  all  attempts  of  this  nature.  I  know  it  is 
common  for  men  to  say,  that  such  and  such  things  are 
perfectly  right— verpr  desirable ;  but  that,  unfortunately^ 
they  are  not  practicable.  Oh!  no,  sir,  no.  Those 
things  which  are  not  practicable,  are  not  desirable* 
There  is  nothing  in  the  world  really  beneficial,  that  does 
not  lie  within  the  reach  of  an  informed  understandings 
and  a  well  directed  pursuit.  There  is  nothing  that  Gc^ 
has  judged  good  for  us,  that  he  has  not  given  us  the 
means  to  accomplish,  both  in  the  natural  and  moral  world« 
If  we  cry,  like  children  for  the  moon,  like  children  we 
must  cry  on. 

We  must  follow  the  nature  of  our  affairs,  ahd  con- 
form ourselves  to  our  situation.  If  we  do,  our  objects 
are  plain  and  compassable.  Why  should  we  resolve  to 
do  nothing,  because  what  I  propose  to  you  may  not 
be  the  exact  demand  of  the  petition ;  when  we  are  &r 
from  resolved  to  comply  even  with  what  evidently  is  so? 
Does  this  sort  of  chicanery  become  us?  The  people 
arc  the  masters.  They  have  only  to  express  their  wants 
at  large  and  in  gross.  We  are  the  expert  artists ;  we 
are  the  skilful  workmen,  to  shape  their  desires  into  per- 
feet  form,  and  to  fit  the  utensil  to  the  use.  They  are 
the  sufferers,  they  tell  the  symptoms  of  the  complaint ; 
but  we  know  the  exact  seat  of  the  disease,  and  how  to 
apply  the  remedy,  according  to  the  rules  of  art.  How 
shocking  would  it  be  to  see  us  pervert  our  skill  into  a 
sinister  and  servile  dexterity,  for  the  purpose  of  evading 
our  duty,  and  defrauding  our  empbyers,  who  are  our 
natural  lords,  of  the  object  of  their  just  expectations. 
I  think  the  whole  not  only  practicable,  but  practicable 
in  a  very  short  time.  If  we  are  in  earnest  about  ic,  and 
if  we  exert  that  industry,  and  thoM  talents  in  forwards 
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ing  die  work»  which  I  ^m  afraid  may  be  exerted  in  im* 
praing  it— I  engage,  diat  the  whole  may  be  pat  in 
complete  execution  within  a  year.  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  very  little  to  recommend  me  for  this  or  for  any  task, 
but  a  kind  of  earnest  and  anxious  perseverance  oi  raindt 
which  with  all  its  good  and  all  its  evil  effects,  is  mould* 
ed  in  my  constitution.  I  faithfuHy  engage  to  the 
house,  if  they  choose  to  appoint  me  to  any  part  in  the 
execution  of  this  work,  which  (when  they  have  made 
it  theirs  by  the  improvements  of  their  wisdom,  will  b^ 
worthy  of  the  able  assistance  they  may  give  me)  that 
by  night  and  by  day,  in  town  or  in  country,  at  Ae 
desk, or  in  the  forest,  I  will,  without  regard  to  oon- 
veniencCt  ease,  or  pleasure,  devote  myself  to  their  ser-^ 
♦ice,  not  expecting  or  admitting  any  reward  whatsoever. 
I  owe  to  this  country  my  labour,  which  is  my  all ;  and  I 
owe  to  it  ten  times  more  industry,  if  ten  times  more  I 
could  exert.  After  all,  I  shall  be  an  unprofitable  servant 
At  the  same  time,  if  I  am  able,  and  if  I  shall  be  per- 
mitted, I  will  lend  an  humble  helping  hand  to  any  other 
good  work  which  is  going  on.  I  have  not,  ^r,  the 
frantic  presumption  to  suppose,  that  this  plan  contains 
in  it  the  whole  of  what  the  public  has  a  right  to  expect, 
in  the  great  work  oi  reformation  they  call  for.  Indeed, 
it  falls  infinitely  short  of  it.  It  &Us  short,  even  of  my 
own  ideas.  I  have  some  thoughts  not  yet  fully  ripened, 
relative  to  a  reform  in  the  customs  and  excise,  as  well 
as  in  some  other  branches  of  financial  administration. 
There  are  other  thmgs,  too,  which  form  essential  parts 
in  a  great  plan  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  indepen- 
dence of  parliament.  The  contractors'  YAM  of  last 
year  it  is  fit  to  revive;  and  I  rejoice  that  it  is  in 
better  hands  than  mine.  Hie  bill  for  suspending  the 
votes  of  custom-house  officers,  brought  into  parliament 
several  years  ago,  by  one  of  our  worthiest  and  wisest 
members,*  (would  to  God  we  could  along  with  the 

*  W.  Dowdeswell,  Esq.  ebancetlor  of  the  exchequer,  17^5* 
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pbn  retive  die  ImMA  wha  propowl  it !)  But  a  man  oC 
very  real  integf ity,  honour,  and  ability,  will  be  found  to 
take  his  plaotf ,  and  to  carry  his  idea  into  full  ezecutioxu 
You  all  see  how  necessary  it  is  to  review  our  military 
expences  for  some  years  past,  and^  if  possible,  to  bind 
up  and  dose  thai  bkeding  artery  q{  jMrofusioa :  but  that 
business  abo»  I  have  reason  to  h<^,  will  be  undertaken 
by  abilities  that  are  fully  adequate  to  it«  Something 
must  be  devised  (if  possible)  to  check  the  ruinous  cxpence 
ofelections« 

Sir,  all  or  most  of  these  thinga  foust  be  done.    Every, 
one  must  take  his  part* 

If  we  should  be  able  by  dexterity  or  power,  or  in« 
trigue,  to  disapjioint  the  expectation  of  our  constituents^ 
what  will  it  avail  us?  we  shall  never  be  strong  or  art* 
ful  enough  to  i>arry,  or  to  put  by  the  irresistible  de- 
mands  of  our  situation.  That  situation  calls  upon  us, 
and  upon  our  constituents  loo,  with  a  voice  which  wiU 
be  heard*  I  am  sure  no  man  is  itiore  sealously  attached 
than  I  am  to  .the  privileges  of  this  house,  particularly 
in  regard  to  the  exclusive  numagement  of  money*  Th^ 
lords  have  no  right  to  the  disposition,  in  any  sense,  of 
the  public  purse ;  but  they  have  gone  further  in  *  sel& 
denial  than  our  utmost  jealousy  could  have  required.  A 
power  of  examining  aGCounts,  to  censure,  correct^  and 
punish,  we  never,  that  I  know^  have  thought  of  denying 
to  the  house  of  lords.  It  is  somiethifig  more  than  a  cen* 
tury  since  we  voted  that  body  usei^ :  they  have  now 
voted  themselves  so.  The  whole  hope  of  reformation 
is  at  length  cast  upon  us  /  and  let  us  not  deceive  the 
nation,  which  does  us  the  honour  to  hope  every  thinr 
from  our  virtue.  If  ^  the  nation  are  not  equally  forwa^ 
to  press  dus  duty  upon  us,  yet  be  assured,  that  they 
all  eaually  expect  we  should  perform  iu  .  The  re^ 
spectful  silence  of  those  who  wait  upon  your  pleasure, 

*  In  tbe  debate  on  the  rejection  #f  l4>rd  8hoDmms*s  snolton  ia 
4ht  house  of  lords. 
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ought  to  be  as  powerfiil  with  you  at  the  call  of  those 
who  require  your  service  as  their  right.  Some,  without 
doors,  affect  to  feel  hurt  for  your  dignity,  because  they 
suppose,  that  menaces  are  held  out  to  you.  Justify 
their  good  opinion,  by  shewing  that  no  menaces  are 
necessary  to  stimulate  you  to  your  duty.  But,  sir,' 
whilst  we  may  sympathize  with  them,  in  one  point,  who 
sympathize  with  us  in  another,  we  ought  to  attend  no 
less  to  those  who  approach  us  like,  mien,  and  who,  in 
the  guise  of  petitioners,  speak  to  us  in  the  tone  of  a 
concealed  authority.  It  is  not  wise  to  force  them  to  spcsk 
out  more  plainly,  what  they  plainly  mean.  But,  the 
petitioners  are  violent.  Be  it  so.  Those  who  are  least 
anxious  about  your  conduct,  are  not  thos?  that  love  you 
xnost.  Moderate  affection  and  satiated  enjoyment,  are 
cold  and  respectful ;  but  an  ardent  and  injo^d  passioot 
is  tempered  up  with  wrath,  and  grief,  and  shame,  and 
conscious  worth,  and  the  maddening  sense  of  violated 
right.  A  jealous  love  lights  hb  torch  from  the  firebrands 
of  the  furies.*«^They  who  call  upon  you  to  belong  wholly 
to  the  people,  are  those  who  wish  you  to  return  to  your 
proper  home ;  to  the  sphere  of  your  duty,  to  the  post 
of  your  honour,  to  the  mansion-house  of  all  genuinci 
serene,  and  solid  satisfaction.  We  have  furnished  to 
the  people  of  England  (indeed  we  have)  some  real  cause 
of  jealousy.  Let  us  leave  that  sort  of  company  which, 
if  it  does  not  destroy  our  innocence,  pollutes  our  honour : 
let  us  free  ourselves  at  once  from  every  thing  that  can 
increase  their  suspicions,  and  enflame  their  just  resent- 
ment ;  let  us  cast  away  from  us,  with  a  generous  scorn, 
all  the  love*tokens  and  symbols  that  we  have  been  vain 
and  light  enough  to  accept ; — all  the  bracelets,  and  snuff- 
boxes, and  miniature  pictures,  and  hair-devices,  and  all 
the  other  adulterous  trinkets,  that  are  the  pledges  of  our 
alienation,  and  the  mcHiuments  of  our  shame.  Let  os 
return  to  our  legitimate  home,  and  all  jars  and  all 
quarrels  will  be  lost  in  embraces.  Let  the  commons  in 
-parliament  assemble,  be  one  and  the  same  thing  with 
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Ae  commons  at  lai^.  The  distincdons  that  are  made 
to  aepu-ate  US|  are  unnatural  and  wicked  contrivances. 
*  Let  us  identify,  let  us  incorpwate  ourselves  with  the 
people.  Let  us  cut  all  the  cables  and  snap  the  chains 
which  tie  as  to  an  unfaithful  shore,  and  enter  the  friend* 
ly  harbour,  that  shoots  far  out  into  the  main  its  mo^es 
and  jettees  to  receive  us.*^"  War  with  the  world,  and 
peace  with  our  constituents."  Be  this  our  motto  and 
our  principle.  Then,  indeed,  we  shall  be  truly  great. 
Respecting  ourselves,  we  shall  be  respected  by  the 
world.  At  present  all  is  trouble  and  cloudy,  and  dis<- 
tiacted,  and  full  of  anger  and  turbulence,  both  abroad 
and  at  home  ;  but  the  air  may  be  cleared  by  this  stonn, 
and  light  and  fertility  may  follow  it.  Let  us  give 
a  faithful  pledge  to  the  people,  that  we  honour,  indeed, 
the  crown ;  but  that  we  belong  to  them  ;  that  we  are 
their  auxiliaries,  and  not  their  task-masters  ;  the  fellow 
labourers  in  the  same  vineyard ;  not  lording  over  their 
rights,  but  helpers  of  their  joy  ;  that  to  tax  them  is  a 
grievance  to  ourselves,  but  to  cut  off  from  oayr  enjoy* 
ments  to  forward  theirs,  is  the  highest  gratification  we 
are  capable  of  receivings  I  feel  with  comfort,  that  we 
are  all  warmed  with  these  sentiments,  and  while  we  are 
thus  warm^  I  wish  we  may  go  directly  and  with  a  chear* 
fui  heart  to  this  salutary  work« 


Extracts  fvMi  his  S^ck  oh  Ameriton  Taxatmiu 

CnAiACTEE  6F  Mr.  ORENVILLE. 

Hbre  began  to  dawn  the  first  glimmerings  of  this  new 
eplony  system*  It  appeared  more  disttnctty  afterwardsi 
when  it  was  devolved  upon  a  person,  to  whom  on  other 
accounts  this  country  owes  very  great  obligations.  I  dd 
believe  that  he  had  a  very  serious  desire  to  benefit  the 
public.  But  with  no  small  study  of  the  detail,  he  did  not 
aeero  to  have  his  view,  at  least  equally,  carried  to  the 
total  circuit  of  our  affairs.  He  generally  considered  his  ob* 
iects  in  lights  that  were  rather  too  detached.  No  man  can 
believe,  that  at  this  time  of  day  I  mean  to  lean  on  the 
venerable  memory  of  a  great  man,  whose  loss  we  de* 

{>lore  in  common.  Our  little  i)arty-differences  have  been 
ong  ago  composed ;  and  I  have  acted  more  with  him, 
and  certainly  with  more  pleasure  with  him,  than  ever  I 
acted  against  him.  Undoubtedly  Mr.  Grenville  was  a 
first-rate  figure  in  this  country.  With  a  masculine  tm- 
derstanding,  and  a  stout  and  resolute  heart,  he  had  an 
application  undissipated  and  unwearied.  He  took  pub* 
lie  business,  not  as  a  duty  which  he  was  to  fulfil,  but  as 
a  pleasure  he  was  to  enjoy  :  and  he  seemed  to  have  no 
delight  out  of  this  house,  except  in  such  things  as  some 
way  related  to  the  business  that  was  to  be  done  in  it 
If  he  was  ambitious,  I  will  say  this  fi>r  him,  his  ambi- 
tion  was  a  noble  and  generous  strain.  It  was  to  raise 
himself,  not  by  the  low  pimping  politics  of  a  court,  but 
to  win  his  way  to  power,  through  the  laborious  grada- 
tions of  public  service  ;  and  to  secure  to  himself  a  well* 
earned  rank  in  parliament  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
its  constitution,  and  a  perfect  practice  in  all  its  business- 
Sir,  if  such  a  man  fell  into  errors,  it  must  be  fi-om 
defects  not  iutrinsicol ;  they  must  be  rather  sought  in 
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the  particular  habits  of  his  life ;  which,  though  thejr 
do  not  aher  the  ground- work  of  character,  yet  tinge  it 
with  their  own  hue.  He  was  bred  in  a  profession.  He 
was  bred  to  the  law,  which  is,  in  my  opinion^  one  of 
the  first  and  noblest  of  human  sciences  ;  a  science,  which 
doesr  more  to  quicken  and  invigorate  the  understanding, 
than  all  other  kinds  of  human  learning  put  together :  but 
it  is  not  apt,  except  in  persons  very  happily  bom,  to 
opea  and  liberalize  the  mind  exactly  in  die  same  pro- 
portion. Passing  from  that  study,  he  did  not  go  very 
largely  into  the  world,  but  plunged  into  business  ;  t 
mean  into  the  business  of  office,  and  the  limited  and 
fixed  methods  and  forms  established  there.  Much  know- 
ledge is  undoubtedly  to  be  had  in  that  line  ;  and  there 
is  no  knowledge  which  is  not  valuable.  But  it  may  be 
truly  aaid,  that  men  too  much  conversant  in  office,  are 
rarely  minds  pf  remarkable  enlargement.  Their  habits 
are  apt  to  give  them  a  turn  to  think  the  substance  of 
business  not  to  be  much  more  important  than  the  forms 
in  which  it  is  conducted.  These  forms  are  adapted  to 
ordinary  occasions  ;  and  therefore  persons  who  are  nur* 
tured  in  office  do  admirably  well,  as  long  as  things  go 
on  in  their  common  order  ;  but  when  the  high  Toa&  arc 
broken  up,  and  the  waters  out,  when  a  new  and  troubled 
scene  is  opened,  and  the  file  sdBTords  no  precedent,  then 
it  is  that  a  &r  greater  knowledge  of  mankind,  and  a 
more  extensive  comprehension  of  things,  is  requisite  than 
(ver  office  gave,  or  than  office  can  ever  give.  Mr* 
Grenville  thought  better  of  the  wisdom  and  power  of  le- 
gislation than  in  truth  it  deserves.  He  conceived,  and 
many  conceived  along  with  him,  that  the  flourishing  trade 
of  this  country  was  greatly  owing  to  law  and  institution, 
and  not  c|uite  so  much  to  liberty  ;  for  but  too  many  are 
apt  to  believe  regulation  to  be  commerce,  and  taxes  to 
be  revenue,  &c. 
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Characters  of  Lord  Chatham  and  Mr.  C.  Townshsvd^ 

From  the  same^ 


I  RAVE  done  with  the  third  period  of  your  policf ;  the 
return  to  your  ancient  system,  and  your  ancient  tnui* 
quillity  and  concord.  Sir,  this  period  was  not  as  long  as 
it  was  happy.  Another  scene  was  opened,  and  other 
actors  appeared  on  the  stage.  The  state,  in  the  condition 
I  have  decribed  it,  was  deliveiPed  into  the  hands  of 
lord  Chatham — a  great  and  celebrated  name ;  a  name 
that  keeps  the  name  of  this  country  respectable  in  cveiy 
other  on  the  globe.     It  may  be  truly  called, 

Clanim  et  vtnerabile  nomen 
Gentibns,  et  multum  nostrae  quod  proderat  urU. 

Sir,  the  venerable  age  of  this  great  man,  his  merited 
rank,  his  superior  eloquence,  his  splendid  qualities,  his 
eminent  services,  the  vast  space  he  fills  in  the  eye  of 
mankind;  and  more  than  all  the  rest,  his  iail  from 
power,  which,  like  death,  canonizes  and  sanctifies  a  great 
character,  will  not  suffer  me  to  censure  any  part  of  his 
conduct.  I  am  afraid  to  flatter  him  ;  I  am  sure  I  am 
not  disposed  to  blame  him.  Let  those  who  have  betrayed 
him  by  their  adulation,  insult  him  with  their  malevolence. 
But  what  I  do  not  presume  to  censure,  I  may  have  leave 
to  lament.  For  a  wise  man,  he  seemed  to  me  at  that 
time  to  be  governed  too  much  by  general  maxims.  I 
speak  with  the  freedom  of  history,  and  I  hope  without 
offence.  One  or  two  of  these  maxims,  flowing  from  an 
opinion  not  the  most  indulgrent  to  our  unhappy  speciesy 
and  surely  a  little  too  general,  led  him  into  measures 
that  were  greatly  mischievous  to  himself :  and  for  that 
reason  among  others,  perhaps  fatal  to  his  country  ;  mea- 
sures, the  effecUi  of  which  X  am  afraid,  are  for  ever 
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inourabk.  He  made  an  administration,  so  checkered 
and  apeckkd ;  he  put  together  a  piece  of  joinery,  so 
crosaly  indented  and  whimsically  dovetailed ;  a  cabinet 
so  variously  inlaid ;  such  a  piece  of  diversified  mosaic ; 
such  a  tesselated  pavement  without  cement,  here  a  bit 
of  blaek  stone  and  there  a  bit  of  white ;  patriots  and  cout;^' 
tiersi  king's  friends  and  republicans;  whigs  and  to- 
lies;  treacherous  friends  and  open  enemies  ;  that  it  waji 
indeed  a  very  curious  show ;  but  utterly  unsafe  to  touch 
and  unsure  to  stand  on. 

In  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  the  confusicm 
Was  such  that  his  own  principles  could  notpossibly  have 
any  elect  or  influence  in  the  conduct  of  affairs.  If  ever 
he  fell  into  a  fit  of  the  gout,  or  if  any  other  cause  with* 
drew  him  from  public  cares,  principles  directly  contrary 
were  sure  to  predongunate.  When  he  had  executed  his 
plan,  he  had  not  an  inch  of  ground  to  stand  on ;  when 
he  had  accomplished  his  scheme  of  administration,  he 
was  no  lon^r  a  minister.  When  his  face  was  hid  for  a 
Moment,  his  whole  system  was  on  a  wide  sea,  without 
chart  or  compass.  The  gentlemen,  his  particular  friends, 
with  a  confidence  in  him  which  was  justified  even  in  its 
extrav^panoe  by  his  superior  abilities,  had  never  in  any 
instance  presumed  upon  any  opinion  of  their  own.  De- 
prived of  hb  guiding  influence,  they  were  whirled  about, 
the  sport  (tf  every  gust,  and  easily  driven  into  any  port ; 
and  aa  those  who  joined  with  them  in  manning  the  vessel 
of  the  state  were  most  directly  opposite  to  his  opinions, 
measures,  and  character,  and  £ir  the  most  artful  and 
most  powerful  of  the  set,  they  easily  prevailed  so  as  to 
seize  upon  the  vacant  derelict  minds  of  his  friends,  and 
instantly  they  turned  the  vessel  wholly  out  of  the  course 
of  his  poUcy  •  As  if  it  were  to  insult  as  well  as  to  betraj 
him,  even  long  before  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  his 
administration,  when  every  thing  was  publicly  transacted 
ud  with  grea^  parade,  in  his  name,  they  made  an  act 
declaring  it  highly  just  and  expedient  to  raise  a  revenue 
in  America,    For  even  then,  sir^  even  before  this  splendid 

Vox..  IL  sa 
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orb  was  totirely  set,  and  while' fhe  western  horizon  was 
in  a  blaze  with  his  descending  glory,  on  the  oppodte 
quarter  of  the  heavens  arose  another  luminary,  ami  for 
his  hour,  became  lord  of  the  ascendant. 

This  light  too  is  passed  and  set  for  even  You  under* 
stand,  to  be  sure,  that  I  speak  of  Charles  Town^hend, 
officisdiy  the  re-producer  of  this  &tal  scheme  ;  whom  I 
cannot  even  now  remember  without  some  degree  o( 
isensibility.  In  truth  he  was  the  delight  and  ornament 
of,  this  house,  and  the  charm  of  every  private  society 
which  he  honoured  with  his  presence.  Perhaps  there 
never  arose  in  this  country,  nor  in  any  country,  a  man 
of  a  more  pointed  and  finibhed  wit ;  and  (where  his  pas- 
sions were  not  Concerned)  of  a  more  refined,  exqubite 
aqd  penetrating  judgment.  If  he  had  not  so  great  a 
stock  as  some  have  had  who  flourished  formerly,  of 
knowledge  long  treasured  up,  he  knew  better  by  far 
than  any  man  I  ever  was  acquainted  with,  how  to  bring 
together  within  a  short  time,  all  that  was  necessary  to 
establish,  to  illustrate,  and  to  decorate  that  side  of  the 
question  he  supported.  He  stated  his  matter  skilfully 
and  powerfully.  He  particularly  excelled  in  a  most  lu- 
minous explanation  and  display  of  his  subject.  His 
style  of  argument  was  neither  trite  and  vulgar,  nor  sub* 
tie  and  abstruse.  He  hit  the  house  just  between  wind 
mid  water. — And  not  being  troubled  with  too  anxious  a 
zeal  for  any  matter  in  question,  he  was  never  more 
tedious  or  more  earnest  than  the  pre-conceived  opinions 
and  present  temper  of  his  hearers  required  :  to  whom  be 
was  always  in  perfect  unison.  He  conformed  exactly  to 
the  temper  of  the  house  and  he  seemed  to  guide^  because 
he  was  always  sure  to  follow  it. 

I  beg  pardon,  sir,  if  when  I  speak  of  this  and  of  other 
great  men,  1  appear  to  digress  in  saying  something  of 
their  characters.  In  this  eventful  history  of  the  revo- 
lutions  of  America,  the  characters  oT  such  men  are  of 
much  importance.  Great  men  are  the  guide-posts  and 
Jand-marks  in  the  $tate.    The  credit  of  such  men  at 
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oourt,  or  in  the  nation,  is  the  sole  eatise  of  all  the  public 
measures.  It  would  be  an  inyidious  thing  (most  foreign 
}  trust  to  what  you  think  my  disposition)  to  rem»-k  the 
errors  into  which  the  authority  of  great  names  has  brought 
the  nation,  without  doing  justice  at  the  same  time  to  the 
great  qualities  whence  Uiat  authority  arose.  The  sub- 
ject is  instructive  to  those  who  wish  to  form  themselves 
on  whatever  of  excellence  has  gone  before  them.  There 
are  mony  young  members  in  the  house,  who  never  sawr 
that  prodigy,  Charles  Townshend  ;  nor  of  course  know 
what  a  ferment  he  was  able  to  excite  in  every  thing  by 
the  violent  ebullition  of  his  mixed  virtues  and  failings. 
For  &Uings  he  had  undoubtedly — many  of  us  remember 
them-*-we  are  this  day  considering  the  effects  of  them« 
But  he  had  no  failings  which  were  not  owing  to  a  noble 
cause  ;  to  an  ardent,  generous,  perhaps  an  immoderate 
passion  for  fame  ;  a  passion,  which  is  the  instinct  of  all 
great  souls.  He  worshipped  that  goddess  wheresoever 
she  appeared ;  but  he  paid  his  particular  devotions  to 
her  in  her  favourite  habitation,  in  her  chosen  temple,  the 
house  of  commons.  Besides  the  characters  of  the  in* 
dividuals  who  compose  our  body,  it  is  impossible,  Mr# 
Speaker,  iiot  to  observe,  that  this  house  has  a  collective 
character  of  its  own.  That  character,  too,  however  im- 
perfect, is  not  unamiable.  Like  all  great  public  collec- 
tions of  men,  you  |x>ssess  a  marked  love  of  virtue,  and 
an  abhorrence  of  vice.  But  among  vices,  there  is  none 
which  the  house  abhors  in  the  same  degree  with  06- 
stinacy.  Obstinacy,  sir,  is  certainly  a  great  vice ;  and 
in  the  changeful  state  of  political  affairs  it  is  frequently 
the  qiuse  of  great  mischief.  It  happens,  however,  very 
unfortunately,  that  almost  the  whole  line  of  the  great 
and  maeculine  virtues,  constancy,  gravity,  magnanimity^ 
fortitude,  fidelity,  and.  firmness,  are  closely  allied  to 
this  disagreeable  quality,  of  which  you  have  so  just  an 
abhorrence ;  and  in  their  excess,  all  these  virtues  very 
easily  fall  into  it.  He  who  paid  such  a  particular  at- 
tention to  all  your  feelings,    certainly  took  care  qo( 
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<b  shock  them  by  that  vice  which  is  most  dlsguMfisI  to 
jou. 

That  fear  of  displeasing  those  who  ought  most  to  be 
pleased,  betrayed  him  sometimes  into  the  other  extreme* 
He  had  voted,  and  in  the  yrar  1765,  had  been  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  stamp  act.  Things  and  the  dispositions 
of  men's  minds  were  changed.  In  short,  the  stamp  act 
began  to  be  no  favourite  with  this  house.  Accordingly, 
he  voted  for  the  repeal.  The  very  next  session,  as  the 
fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away,  the  repeal  began 
to  be  in  as  bad  repute  as  the  stamp  act  had  been  the 
session  before.  To  conform  to  the  temper  which  begaa 
to  prevail,  and  to  prevail  mostly  amongst  those  most  in 
power,  he  declared  very  early  in  the  wmter  that  a  reve- 
nue must  be  had  out  of  America.  Here  this  extraord}- 
naiy  man,  then  chancellor. of  the  exchequer,  found  lum- 
self  in  great  straits.  To  please,  univers^y  was  the  ob- 
ject  of  his  life ;  but  to  tax  and  to  please,  no  more  than 
to  love  and  to  be  unse,  is  not  given  to  men.  However, 
he  attempted  it.  To  render  the  tax  palatable  to  the 
partizans  of  American  revenue,  he  made  a  preamble 
stating  the  necessity  of  such  a  revenue.  To  close  with 
the  American  distinction,  this  revenue  was  external^  or 
port-duty ;  but  again  to  soften  it  to  the  other  party,  it 
was  a  duty  of  supply,  &c.  This  fine  spun  scheme  had 
the  usual  fate  of  all  exquisite  policy.  But  the  original  plan, 
and  the  mode  of  executing  that  plan,  both  arose  singly 
and  solely  from  a  love  of  our  applause.  He  was  truly 
the  child  of  the  house.  He  never  thought,  did,  or  said 
any  thing  but  with  a  view  to  you.  He  every  day  adapt- 
ed himself  to  your  disposition ;  and  adjusted  himself  be- 
fore it,  as  at  a  looking-glass. 

He  had  observed,  that  several  persons,  infinitely  his 
inferiors  in  all  respects,  had  formerly  rendered  them^ 
selves  considerable  in  this  house  by  one  method  alone. 
They  were  a  race  of  men  (I  hope  in  God  the  species  is 
extinct)  who,^  when  they  rose  in  their  place,  no  man 
livmg  could  divine  fix)m  any  Juiown  adherence  to  parties^ 
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to  orauoos,  or  to  prindples ;  from  any  order  or  qrstem 
in  meir  politics ;  or  from  any  sequel  or  connection  in^ 
their  ideas,  what  part  they  were  going  to  take  in  any 
debate.  It  is  astomshing,  how  much  this  uncertainty^ 
especially  at  critical  times,  called  the  attention  of  sdl 
parties  on  such  men.  All  eyes  where  fixed  on  them^ 
all  ears  open  to  hear  them ;  each  party  gaped  and  look- 
ed alternately  for  their  vote,  almost  to  the  end  of  their 
speeches.  While  the  house  hun^  in  this  uncertainty^ 
now  the  hearMms  rose  from  this  side — ^now  they  re-bel- 
towed  from  the  other  ;  and  that  party  to  whom  they  fell 
at  last  from  their  tremulous  and  dancing  balance,  alwaya 
received  them  in  a  tempest  of  applause.  The  fortune 
of  such  men  was  a  temptation  too  great  to  be  resisted 
by  one,  to  whom  a  single  whiff  of  incense  withheld  gave 
much  greater  pain,  than  he  received  delight  in  the  clouds 
of  it  which  daily  rose  about  him  from  the  prodigal  su- 
perstition of  innumerable  admirers.  He  was  a  candi«  , 
date  for  contradictory  honours  ;  and  his  great  aim  was 
to  make  those  agree  in  the  admiration  of  him  who 
never  agreed  in  any  thing  else« 


([The  feUowmg  arguments  towards  the  conclusion  of  this'^speech 
are  so  aenuble,  so  moderate,  so  wise  and  beautifui*  that  I  cannot 
resist  the  temptadon  of  copying  them  out,  though  I  did  not  at  first 
intend  it.  Burke's  speeches  are  to  me,  in  this  my  parliamentary 
prsgresa,  what  the  Duke's  castio  was  to  Saneho  x  I  could  be 
content  to  sUy  there  tonger  than  I  am  able.  I  have  no  InclinatioB 
to  lesTC  the  stately  palaces,  the  verdant  lawns,  the  sumptuous  enter* 
tainments,  the  gnive  discourse,  and  pleasing  sounds  of  music,  to 
sally  forth  in  search  of  bad  roads,  meagre,  &re«  and  barren  adven* 
tures.  Charles  Fox  is  indeed  to  come  ;  but  he  is  but  the  knight  of 
the  Green  Surtoot*  Pitt  is  the  brazen  head  that  delivers  mysteri* 
ous answers;  and  Sheridan,  Master  Peter  with  his  puppet-shoY*> 
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If  yoa  do  not  Ml  in  with  this  motion,  then  secure  some* 
thing  to  fight  for,  consistent  in  theoiy,  and  valuable  in 
practice.  If  you  must  employ  your  strength,  employ  it 
to  uphold  you  in  some  honourable  right  or  some  profita- 
ble wrong.  If  you  are  apprehensive  that  the  concessaon 
necommended  to  you,  though  proper,  should  be  a  means 
of  drawing  on  you  further  but  unreasonable  claims,--* 
why  then  employ  your  force  in  supporting  that  reason* 
able  concession  against  those  unreasonable  demands. 
You  will  employ  it  with  more  grace,  with  better  effect, 
and  with  great  probable  concurrence  of  all  the  rational 
and  quiet  people  in  the  provinces  ;  who  are  now  united 
with,  and  hiirried  away  by,  the  vident ;  having  indeed 
difierent  dispositions,  but  a  common  interest.  If  you 
apprehend  that  on  a  concession  you  should  be  pushed 
by  metaphysical  process  to  the  extreme  lines,  and  ar* 
gued  out  of  your  whole  authority,  my  advice  is  this : 
when  you  have  recovered  your  old,  your  strong,  your 
tenable  position,  then  face  about-^stop  short— ^o  no- 
thing more-— reason  not  at  all — oppose  the  ancient  {policy 
and  practice  of  the  empire,  as  a  rampart  i^inst  tii^ 
speculations  of  innovations  on  both  sides  of  the  question ; 
and  you  will  stand  on  great,  manly,  and  sure  ground. 
On  this  solid  basis  fix  your  machines,  and  they  will  draw 
worlds  to  you. 

Your  ministers  have  already  adopted  the  American  dis« 
tinction  of  internal  and  external  duties.  It  is  a  distinction, 
whatever  merit  it  may  have,  that  was  originally  moved  by 
the  Americans  themselves ;  and  I  think  they  will  acquiesce 
in  it,  if  they  are  not  pushed  with  too  much  logic,  and  too 
little  sense ;  in  all  the  consequences.  That  is,  if  exter- 
nal taxation  be  understood  as  they  and  you  understood 
it,  when  you  please,  to  be  not  a  distinction  of  geo- 
graphy, but  of  policy ;  that  it  is  a  power  for  regulating 
trade,  and  not  for  supporting  establishments.  The  dis- 
tinction which  is  as  nothing  with  regard  to  right,  is  qf 
most  weighty  consideration  in  practice.  Recover  your 
old  ground,  and  your  old  tranquillity — try  it — I  am 
persuaded,  the  Americans  will  compromise  with  you. 
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When  confidence  is  once  restored,  the  odious  and  sus« 
picious  summum  jus  will  perish  of  course.  The  spirit 
of  practicability,  of  moderation,  and  mutual ,  conveni- 
ence, will  never  call  in  geometrical  exactnefss  as  the  ar- 
bitrator of  an  amicable  settlement.  Consult  and  follow 
your  experience. 

Let  us,  sir,  embrace  some  system  or  other,  before 
we  end  this  session.  Do  you  mean  to  tax  America,  and 
to  draw  a  productive  revenue  from  thence  ?  If  you  do,' 
q>eak  out :  name,  fix,  ascertain  this  revenue,  settle  its 
^antity ;  define  its  objects ;  provide  for  its  collection  ; 
and  then  fight  when  you  have  something  to  fight  for. 
If  you  murder — rob  !  If  you  kill — ^take  possession  ;  and 
do  not  appear  in  the  character  of  madmen,  as  well  as 
assassins,  violent,  vindictive,  bloody,  and  tyrannical,  with- 
out an  object.     But  may  better  counsels  guide  you  ! 

A^in  and  again,  revert  to  your  old  principles — seek 
peace  and  ensure  it — Cleave  America,  if  she  has  any 
taxable  matter  in  her,  to  tax  herself.  I  am  not  here 
going  into  the  distinction  of  rights,  nor  attempting  to 
mark  their  boundaries.  I  do  not  enter  into  these  meta- 
physical distinctions.  I  hate  the  very  sound  of  them. 
Leave  the  Americans,  as  they  anciently  stood,  and  these 
distinctions,  bom  of  our  unhappy  contest,  wiU  die  along 
with  it.  They  and  we,  and  their  and  our  ancestors, 
have  been  happy  under  that  system.  Let  the  memory 
of  all  actions,  in  contradiction  to  tlu^  good  old  mode, 
on  both  sides,  be  extinguished  for  eve)-.  Be  content  to 
bind  America  by  laws  of  trade  ;  you  have  always  done  it. 
Let  this  be  your  reason  for  binding  their  trade.  Do  not 
burthen  them  with  taxes  ;  you  were  not  used  to  do  so 
from  the  beginning.  Let  this  be  your  reason  for  not 
taxing.  These  are  the  arguments  of  states  and  kmg* 
doms.  Leave  the  rest  to  the  schools;  for  there  only 
they  may  be  discussed  with  safety.  But  if  intemperately, 
unwisely,  fatally,  you  sophisticate  and  poison  tlie  very 
scource  of  government,  by  urging  subtle  deductions,  and 
consequences  odious  to  those  you  govern,  from  the  unli- 
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mited  and  illimitable  nature  of  sovereigBtf,  you  ivSl 
teach  them  by  these  means  to  call  that  sovereignty 
itself  in  question.  When  you  drive  him  mad,  the  boar 
will  surely  turn  upon  the  hunters.  If  that  sovereignty 
and  their  freedom  cannot  be  reconciled,  which  will  they 
take  f  They  will  cast  your  sovereignty  in  your  &ce.  No 
body  will  be  argued  into  slavery.  Sir,  let  the  gentlemen 
on  die  other  side  call  forth  all  their  ability ;  let  the  best 
of  them  get  up  and  tell  me,  what  one  character  of  liberty 
the  Americans  have,  and  what  one  brand  of  sla* 
very  they  are  free  from,  if  they  are  bound  in  thehr  pro* 
perty  and  industry  by  all  the  restraints  you  can  imagine 
on  commerce,  and  at  the  same  time  are  made  pack* 
horses  of  every  tax  you  choose  to  impose,  without  the 
least  share  in  granting  them.  When  they  bear  the  bur* 
thens  of  unlimited  monopoly,  will  you  bring  them  to 
bear  the  burthens  of  unlimited  revenue  too  t  The  Eng- 
lishman in  America  will  feel  that  this  is  slavery — ^that  it 
is  iegai  slavery,  will  be  no  compensation  either  to  his 
feelings  or  his  understanding. 

A  noble  lord,*  who  spoke  some  time  ago,  is  full  of  die 
fire  of  ingenuous  youth  ;  and  when  he  has  modelled  the 
ideas  of  a  lively  imagination  by  experience^  he  will  be 
an  ornament  to  his  country  in  either  house.  He  has 
said  that  the  Americans  are  our  children,  and  how  can 
they  revolt  against  their  parent  ?  He  says,  that  if  they 
are  not  finee  in  their  present  state,  England  is  not  free, 
because  Manchester  and  other  considerable  places  are 
not  represented*  So,  then,  because  some  towns  in  Eng- 
land  are  not  represented,  America  is  to. have  no  repre- 
sentative at  all.  They  are  ^*  our  children  "  but  when 
children  ask  for  bread,  we  are  not  to  give  them  a  stone. 
Is  it  because  the  natural  resistance  of  things,  and  the 
various  mutations  of  time,  hinder  our  government  or  any 
scheme  of  government,  from  being  any  more  than  a 
9ort  ci  approximation  to  the  right,  is  it  therefore  that  the 
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colonies  are  to  recede  from  it  infinitely  f  When  this 
child  of  our's  wishes  to  assimilate  to  its  parent,  to  reflect 
with  a  true  filial  resemblance  the  beauteous  countenance 
of  British  liberty ;  are  we  to  turn  to  them  the  shameful 
parts  of  our  constitution  ?  Are  we  to  give  them  our 
weakness  for  their  strength ;  our  opprobrium  for  their 
glory  ;  and  the  slough  of  slavery,  which  we  are  not  able 
to  work  off,  to  serve  them  for  their  freedom  ? 

[Thus  was  this  great  man^  merely  for  discluming  metaphyucal 
distinctions  and  shewing  their  inappKcability  to  practical  queatioos, 
considered  as  an  unintelligible  reasoner  ;  as  if  you  were  chargeable 
with  the  yery  folly,  of  which  you  convict  others.  Burke  understood 
metaphysics,  and  knew  their  true  boundaries :  when  he  saw  othen 
venturing  blindly  upon  this  treacherous  ground,  and  called  out  to 
them  to  stop,  shewinig  them  where  they  were,  they  said,  this  man  is 
a  metaphysician.  General  unqualified  assertions,  universal  axiomsi 
and  abstract  rules  serve  to  embody  our  prejucHces;  they  are  th6 
watch«word8  of  party,  the  strong-holds  of  the  passions.  It  is  there- 
fore dangerous  to  meddle  with  them.  Solid  reason  means  nothing 
more  than  being  carried  away  by  our  passions,  and  soUd  sense  ia  thsB^ 
which  requires  np  reflecti<Hi  to  understand  it«] 
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\w  any  thing  were  wanting  to  this  necessary  operat]oi\ 
oi  the  form  of  government,  religion  would  have  given 
it  a  complete  effect.  I(eligion,  always  a  principle  of 
energy  in  this  new  people,  i^  no  way  worn  out  or 
impaired ;  and  their  mode  of  professing  it  b  also  one 
main  cause  of  this  free  spirit.  The  people  are  Protes- 
tants, and  of  that  kind  which  is  the  most  adverse  to  all 
Implicit  submission  of  mind  and  opinion.  This  is  a  per- 
suasion not  only  favourable  to  liberty,  but  built  upon  it. 
I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  the  reason  of  this  averseness. 
in  the  dissenting  churches  from  all  that  looks  like  abso-. 
lute  government  is  so  much  to  be  sought  in  their  religir 
ous  tenets,  as  in  their  history.  Every  on^  knows  t^ 
Vol.  II.  37 
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the  Roman  Catholic  religion  is  at  least  coeval  with 
most  of  the  governments  where  it  prevails ;  that  it  has 
generally  gone  hand  in  hand  with  them,  and  received 
great  favour  and  every  kind  of  support  from  authority. 
The  church  of  England,  too,  was  formed  from  her  cradle 
Tinder  the  nursing  care  of  regular  government.  But  the 
dissenting  interests  have  sprung  up  in  direct  opposition 
to  all  the  ordinary  powers  of  the  world,  and  could  justify 
that  opposition  only  on  a  strong  claim  to  natural  liberty. 
Their  very  existence  depended  on  the  powerful  and  un- 
remitted assertion  of  that  claim.  All  protestantism, 
even  the  most  cool  and  passive,  is  a  sort  of  dissent. 
But  the  religion  most  prevalent  in  our  northern  colonies 
is  a  refinement  on  the  principle  of  resistance ;  it  is  the 
diffidence  of  dissent,  arid  the  protestantism  of  the  pro- 
testant  religion.  This  religion,  under  a  variety  of  deno- 
minations, agreeing  in  nothing  but  in  the  communion  of 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  is  predominant  in  most  of  the  nor- 
thern provinces,  where  the  church  of  England,  notwithr 
standing  its  legal  rights,  is  in  reality  no  more  than  a 
sort  of  private  sect,  not  composing  most  probably  the 
tenth  of  the  people.  The  colonists  left  England  when 
this  spirit  was  higji ;  and  in  the  emigrants  was  the  high- 
est of  all :  and  even  that  stream  of  foreigners,  which  has 
been  constantly  flowing  into  these  colonies,  ha^,  for  the 
greatest  part,  been  composed  of  dissenters  from  the  es- 
tablishments of  their  several  countries,  who  have  brought 
M'ith  them  a  temper  and  character,  far  from  alien  to  that 
of  the  people  with  whom  they  mixed. 

Sir,  I  can  perceive  by  their  manner,  that  some  gen- 
tlemcn  object  to  the  latitude  of  this  description,  because 
in  the  southern  colonics  the  church  of  England  forms  a 
large  body,  and  has  a  regular  establishment.  It  is  cer- 
tainly true.  There  is  however  a  circumstance  attending 
these  colonies,  which,  in  my  opinion,  fully  counter- 
balances this  difference,  and  makes  the  spirit  of  liberty 
?5till  more  high  and  haughty  than  in  those  to  the  north- 
ward.     It  is,  that  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  they 
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have  a  vast  muhitude  of  slaves.  Where  diis  is  the  case 
in  anjr  part  of  the  world,  those  who  are  free,  are  by  far 
the  most  proud  and  jealous  of  their  freedom.  Freedom: 
is  to  tbem  not  only  an  enjoyment,  but  a  kind  of  rank  and 
privilege.  Not  seeing  there  that  freedom  (as  in  coun- 
tries where  it  is  a  common  blessing,  and  as.  broad  and 
general  as  the  air,)  may  be  united  with  much  abject  toil, 
with  great  misery,  with  all  the  exterior  of  servitude, 
liberty  looks  amongst  them  like  something  that  is  more 
noble  and  liberal.  I  do  not  mean,  sir,  to  commend  tho 
superior  morality  of  this  sentiment,  which  has  at  least 
as  much  pride  as  virtue  in  it  *,  but  I  cannot  alter  the  na- 
ture of  man.  The  fact  is  so,  and  these  people  of  the 
southern  colonies  are  much  more  strongly,  and  with  aa 
higher  and  more  stubborn  spirit,  attached  to  liberty  than 
those  to  the  northward.  Such  were  all  the  ancient  com- 
mon-wealths, such  were  our  Gothic  ancestors,  such  inr 
our  days  were  the  Poles,  and  such  will  be  all  masters  of 
slaves,  who  are  not  slaves  themselves.  In  such  a  peo* 
pie,  the  haughtiness  of  domination  combines  with  the» 
spirit  of  freedom,  fortifies  it,  and  renders  it  invincible. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  add  another  circumstance  in  our 
colonies,  which  conUibutes  no  meaa  part  towards  the- 
growth  and  effect  of  this  untractable  spirit.  I  mean 
their  education.  In  no  country  perhaps  in  the  world  is 
the  law  so  general  a  study.  The  profession  itself  i& 
numerous  and  powerful,  and  in  most  provinces  it  takes 
the  lead.  The  greater  numbep  of  the  deputies  sent  to 
the  congress  were  lawyers.  But  all  who  read,  and  most 
do  read,  endeavour  to  obtain  some  smattering  in  that 
science.  I  have  been  told  by  an  eminent  bookseller^ 
that  in  no  branch  of  his  business,  after  tracts  of  popu- 
lar devotion,  were  so  many  bodks  as  those  on  the  law 
expoxted  to  the  plantations.  The  colonists  have  now 
fallen  into  the  way  of  printing  them  for  their  own  use. 
I  heard  that  they  have  sold  nearly  as  many  of  Black- 
stone's  Commentaries  in  America  as  in  England.  Gene- 
ral Gage  marks  out  thb  dibposition  very  paiticularly  m 
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a  letter  on  your  table.  He  states^  that  all  the  people  ia 
his  government  are  lawyers  or  smatterers  in  law,  and  that 
in  Boston  they  have  been  enabled  by  successful  ducane, 
wholly  to  evade  many  parts  of  one  of  your  ciq>ital  penal 
constitutiixis.  The  smartness  of  debate  will  say  that 
this  knowledge  ought  to  teach  them  more  clearly  die 
rights  of  legislature,  their  obligations  to  obedience,  and 
the  penalties  of  rebellion*  All  this  is  mighty  welL  But 
my  honourable  and  learned  friend  on  the  floc^,  who 
condescends  to  mark  what  I  say  for  animadversion,  will 
disdain  that  ground.  He  has  heard,  as  well  as  I,  that 
when  great  honours  and  great  emoluments  do  not  win 
over  mis  knowledge  to  the  service  of  the  state,  it  is  a 
fisrmidable  adversary  to  government.  If  the  spirit  be 
not  tamed  and  broken  by  these  happy  methods,  it  is 
stubborn  and  litigious.  Abeunt  Hudia  in  mares.  This 
study  renders  men  acute,  inquisitive,  dexterous,  prompt 
in  attack,  ready  in  defence,  full  of  resources.  In  other 
countries  the  people,  more  simple  and  of  a  less  mercu- 
rial cast,  judge  of  an  ill  principle  in  government  only 
by  an  actual  grievance ;  here  they  anticipate  the  evil,  and 
judge  of  the  pressure  of  the  grievance  by  the  badness  of 
the  principle.  They  augur  misgovemment  at  a  dis- 
tance,  and  snuff  the  approach  of  tyranny  in  every  tain^ 
ed  breeae. 


Prom  the  Speech  on  Mr.  Fox's  East  India  Bili. 

The  several  irruptions  of  Arabs,  Tartars,  and  Persi- 
iins  into  India  were,  for  the  greater  part,  ferocious  and 
bloody  and  wasteful  in  the  extreme :  our  entrance  into 
die  dominion  of  that  country,  was  as  generally  with  small 
comparative  effusion  of  blood,  being  introduced  by  va- 
rious frauds  and  delusions,  imd  by  taking  advantage  of 
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the  incurable^  blind,  and,  senseless^  animosity,  which  the 

several  country  powers  bear  towajrds  each  other,  rather 

than  by  open  force.    But  the  difference  in  favour  of 

the  first  conquerors  is  this ;  the  Asiatic  conquerors  very 

soon  abated  of  their  ferocity,  because  they  made  the 

conquered  country  their  own.     They  rose  or  fell  with  the 

rise  or  fidl  of  the  territory  they  lived  in.     Fathers  there 

deposited  tiie  hopes  of  their  posterity,  and  children  there 

beheld  the   monuments  of  their  fathers.     Here  their 

lot  was  finally  cast,  and  it  is  the  natural  wish  of  all,  that 

their  lot  should  not  be  cast  in  a  bad  land.     Poverty, 

sterility,  and  desolation,  are  not  a  recreating  prospect  to 

the  eye  of  man,  and  there  are  very  few  who  can  bear  to 

grow  old  among  the  curses  of  a  whole  people.     If  their 

passion  or  their  avarice  drove  the  Tartar  lords  to  acts  of 

rapacity  or  tyranny,  there  was  time  enough,  even  in 

the  short  life  of  man,  to  bring  round  the  ill  effects  of 

an  abuse  of  power  upon  the  power  itself.     If  hoards 

were  made  by   violence,  and  tyranny,  they  were  still 

domestic  hoards  ;  and  domestic  profusion,  or  the  rapine 

of  a  more  powerful  and  prodigal  hand,  restored  them 

to  the  people.     With  many  disorders,  and  with  few  po- 

litical  checks  upon  power,  nature  had  still  fair  play ;  the 

sources  of  acquisition  were  not  dried  up,  and  therefore 

the  trade,  the  manufactures,  and  the  commerce  of  the 

country  flourished.     Even  avarice  and  usury  itself,  ope« 

rated  both  for  the  preservation  and  the  employment  of 

national   wealth.     The  husbandman  and  manufacturer 

paid  heavy  interest,  but  then  they  augmented  the  fund 

from  whcmce  they  were  again  to  borrow.     Their  re- 

sources  were  dearly  bought,  but  they  were  sure,  and  the 

general  stock  of  the  community  grew  by  the  general 

effort. 

But  under  the  English  government  all  this  order  is 
reversed.  The  Tartar  invasion  was  mischievous  ;  but  it 
is  our  protection  that  destroys  India.  It  was  their  en- 
mi^,  but  it  b  our  friendship  :  our  conquest  there,  after 
twenty  years,  is  as  crude  as  it  was  the  first  day.     The 
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natives  scarcely  know  what  it  is  to  see  the  grey  head  of 
an  Englishman.  Young  men  (boys  almost)  govern  there 
Vithout  society,  and  without  sympathy  with  the  natives. 
They  have  no  more  social  habits  with  the  people,  than 
if  they  still  resided  in  England,  nor  indeed  any  species 
of  intercourse  but  that  which  is  necessary  to  making  a 
sudden  fortune  with  a  view  to  a  remote  settlement, 
Animated  with  all  the  avarice  of  age,  and  all  the  im- 
petuosity of  youth,  they  roll  in  one  after  another,  wave 
after  wave,  and  there  is  nothing  before  the  eyes  of  the 
natives  but  an  endless,  hopeless  prospect  of  new  flights 
of  birds  of  prey  and  passage,  with  appetites  continually 
renewing  for  a  food  that  is  continually  wasting.  Every 
rupee  of  profit  made  by  an  Englishman  is  lost  for 
ever  to  In(tia.  With  us  are  no  retributory  superstitions, 
by  which  a  foundation  of  charity  compensates,  through 
ages,  to  the  poor,  for  the  rapine  and  injustice  of  a 
day.  tWith  us  no  pride  erects  stately  monuments 
which  repair  the  mischiefs  which  pride  had  produced, 
and  which  adorn  a  country  out  of  its  own  spoils.  Eng- 
land has  erected  no  churches,  no  hospitals,  no  palaces, 
no  schools.  England  has  built  no  bridges,  made  no 
high  roads,  cut  no  navigations,  dug  out  no  reservoirs. 
Every  other  conqueror  of  every  other  description  has 
left  some  monument,  tither  of  state  or  beneficence,  be- 
hind him.  Were  we  to  be  driven  out  of  India  this  day, 
nothing  would  remain  to  tell  that  it  had  been  possessed, 
during  the  inglorious  period  of  our  dominion,  by  any 
thing  better  than  the  ouran  outang,  or  the  tiger. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  boys  we  send  to  India  worse 
than  the  boys  whom  we  are  whipping  at  school,  or  that 
we  see  trailing  a  pike  or  bending  over  a  desk  at  home. 
But  as  Englis»h  youth  in  India  drink  the  intoxicating 
draught  of  authority  and  dominion  before  their  heads  arc 
able  to  bear  it,  and  as  they  are  full  grown  in  fortune 
long  before  they  are  ripe  in  principle,  neither  nature  nor 
reason  have  any  opportunity  to  exert  themselves  for  re- 
medy of  the  excesses  of  their  premature  power.     The 
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consequences  of  their  conduct,  which  in  good  mfnds 
(and  many  of  theirs  are  probably  such)  might  produce 
penitence  or  amendment,  are  unable  to  pursue  the  ra- 
pidity  of  their  flight.     Their  prey  is  lodged  in  England, 
and  the  cries  of  India  are  given  to  seas  and  winds,  to 
be  blown  about  in  every  breaking  up  of  the  monsoon, 
over  a  remote  and  unhearing  ocean.     In  India  all  the 
vices  operate  by  which  sudden  fortune  is  acquired  ;  in 
England  are  often  displayed,  by  the  same  persons,  the 
virtues  which  dispense  hereditary  wealth.     Arrived  in 
£ngland»  the  destroyers  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  a 
whole  kingdom,  will  find  the  best  company  in  this  na<* 
tion,  at  a  board  of  elegance  and  hospitality.     Here  the 
manufacturer  and  husbandman  will  bless  the  just  and 
punctual  hand,  that  in  India  has  torn  the  cloth  from 
the  loom,  or  wrested  the  scanty  portion  of  rice  and  salt 
from  the  peasant  of  Bengal,  or  wrung  from  him  the  very 
opium  in  which  he  forgot  his  oppressions,  and  his  op* 
pressor.     They  marry  into  your  families,  they  enter  into 
your  senate,  they  ease  your  estates  by  loans,  they  raise 
their  value  by  demand,  they  cherish  and  protect  your 
relations  which  lie  heavy  on  your  patronage  ;  and  there 
is  scarcely  a  house  in  the  kingdom  that  does  not  feel ' 
some   concern  and  interest,  that  makes  all  reform  of 
our  eastern  government  appear  officious  and  disgusting, 
and    on  the  whole  a  most  discduraging  attempt.     In 
such  an  attempt  you  hurt  those  who  are  able  to  return 
kindness  or  to  resent  injury.     If  you  succeed,  you,  save 
those  who  cannot  so  much  as  give  you  thanks.     All 
these  things  shew  the  difficulty  of  the  work  we  have  on 
hand:    but  they  shew  its  necessity. too.     Our  Indian 
government  is  in  its  best  state  a  grievance  ;  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  correctives  should  be  uncommonly  vigo- 
rous, and  the  work  of  men  sanguine,  warm^  and  even 
impassioned  in  the  cause.    But  it  is  an  arduous  thing  to 
plead  against  abuses  of  a  power  which  originates  from 
our  own  country,  and  afiects  those  whom  wc  are  used 
to  consider  as  strangers. 
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I  WILLIAM  PITT, 

(Son  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  J 


Was  bom  in  1759.  He  was  educated  at  Cambridge.  He  entered 
MLmcQln's-Inn,and  was  called  to  the  bar,  where  he  had  not  much 
practice.  He  was  just  t«tumed  to  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Appleby,  The  foUovTing  is  the  first  speech  he  made  in  the  house, 
on  economical  reform.  He  became  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
in  17»3,  which  office  he  continued  till  1801.  He  then  retired  but 
came  in  again  ip  1804}  and  continued  in  that  office  till  iiis  death, 
Jaauary  1806. 


Hb  began  with  declaring,  that  when  a  subject  oi  so 
much  importance  was  under  discussion  in  that  house,  he 
thought  it  the  duty  of  every  member  of  parliament  to 
speak  his  sentiments  upon  it ;  that  his  constituents  might 
be  able  to  form  a  judgment  how  far  he  was  likely  to 
prove  a  faithful  representative,  and  whether  he  avowed 
himself  a  true  friend  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  or 
meant  to  uphold  the  influence  of  the  crown,  in  its  pre- 
sent increased  and  dangerous  extent.  He  observed, 
that  he  perfectly  approved  of  a  sentinient  which  had 
been  thrown  out,  by  a  gentleman  who  opposed  the  bill, 
that  such  a  plan  of  economy  as  that  proposed  by  the 
bill  shoul4  have  originated  with  the  crown  itseU*.  It 
ought  to  have  come  from  his  majesty's  ministers.  It 
would  have  come  with  more  grace,  it  would  have  come 
with  more  benefit  to  the  public  service,  if  it  had  ^Mmng 
from  the  royal  breast.     His  m^esty's  ministers  oagfat 
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to  have  come  forward,  and  proposed  a  reduction  in  the 
civil  list,  and  thereby  given  the  people  the  consolation 
of  knowing,  that  their  sovereign  participated  in  the  suf. 
ferings  of  the  empire,  and  presented  an  honourable  ex- 
ample  of  retrenchment  in  an  hour  of  general  dii&culty. 
They  ought  to  have  consulted  the  glory  of  their  royal 
master,  and  seated  him  in  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
by  abating  from  magnificence  what  was  due  to  ne- 
cessity. Instead  of  waiting  for  the  slow  request  of 
a  burthened  people,  they  should  have  courted  popu- 
larity by  a  voluntary  surrender  of  useless  revenue.  Far 
more  agreeable  would  it  have  been  to  that  house  to 
accede,  than  to  propose ;  much  more  pleasing  to  have 
observed  the  free  exercise  of  royal  bounty,  than  to  make 
the  appeal,  and  point  out  what  was  right,  or  what  was 
necessary.  But  if  the  ministry  failed  to  do  this ;  if  they 
interfered  between  the  benignity  of  the  sovereign  and 
the  distresses  of  his  people,  and  stopped  tlie  tide  of 
royal  sympathy^  was  that  a  reason  why  the  house  of 
commons,  his  majesty's  public  counsellors,  should  desist 
from  a  measure  so  congenial  to  the  paternal  feelings  of 
the  sovereign,  so  applicable  to  the  wants  and  distresses 
of  the  people  ?  The  natural  beneficence  oi  the  royal 
heart  would  be  gratified  by  the  seasonable  remittance ; 
and  it  Mas  surely  no  reason,  that  because  the  minis- 
try  &iled  to  do  their  duty,  the  house  should  cease  to 
attend  to  theirs.  It  had  been  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  the  burthens  under  which  the  people  groaned,  bur- 
thens that  were  more  likely  to  be  increased  than  dimi- 
nislicd,  were  of  a  degree  of  pressure  that  was  scarcely 
tolerable ;  and  that  every  man,  who  pointed  out  a  prac- 
tical mode  of  relief,  would  deserve  well  of  his  country. 
Tlie  bill  now  before  the  house  met  this  idea  completely  f 
its  effect  would  be  salutary  ;  its  operation  easy.  What 
^as  it  that  it  aimed  at  ?  JsTot  the  taking  from  the  crown 
any  one  necessary  part  of  its  expence ;  not  the  abridg- 
ment of  what  was  useful,  or  what  tvas  honourable  ;  not 
the  smallest  degradation  of  its  glory  ;  but  a  mer^  ci^r. 
Vol.  II.  38 
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tailment  of  useless  pageantry,  of  empty  shew,  and  idle 
pomp.^  Jt  was  undoubtedly  an  unpleasant  thing  for  that 
Iiouse  to  take  any  step,  that  tended  to  lessen  the  income 
of  his  majesty.  Attached  to  the  person  of  the  sovereign 
by  principles  of  the  truest  loyalty,  and  the  purest  affec- 
tion they  could  not,  with  sensations  of  comfort  and 
ease,  proceed  with  a  bill  of  such  a  nature  as  that  which 
was  now  before  the  house.  But  then  it  should  be  re- 
itnembered  that  their  constituents  were  paying  enormous 
taxes,'  that  the  national  distresses  was  generally  felt,  and 
that  the  extreme  necessity  of  the  times  called  upon  the 
crown  to  take  its  share  in  the  public  misfortunes,  and  to 
contribute  something  at  least  towards  the  public  expence. 
He  had  ever  considered  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  member 
of  parliament,  to  watch  over  and  guard  the  liberties 
of  the  people  with  a  jealous  and  an  unabating  atten- 
tion and  assiduity ;  bi^t  the  first  of  all  the  duties  of  a 
inemb(jr  of  that  house,  was  the  duty  of  watching  over 
and  guarding  the  property  of  his  constituents.  Would 
they  then  shew  themselves  worthy  of  the  confidence  of 
the  peoi^le,  if  they  readily  acceded  to  every  new  impost 
that  was  proposed  by  the  minister,  without  taking  one 
step  at  least  to  convince  them,  that  at  th^  same  time 
that  they  thought  themselves  bound  to  consent  to  farther 
additions  to  the  national  burthens,  they  took  especial 
care,  that  the  crown  should  participate  In  the  expences 
of  the  war,  and  that  the  royal  income  should  suffer  in 
some  proportion  to  the  diminution  of  income  daily  ex- 
perienced by  his  majesty's  subjects.  Exclusively  of  the 
general  claim  upon  the  house,  to  adopt  the  bill  on  the 
ground  of  justice  to  their  constituents,  the  petitions  that 
had  been  presented  last  year,  pointed  the  measure  out 


•  ^  This  is  Uiat  kind  of  elpqyence  which  any  one  may  get  out  of 
a  dictionary.  Under  the  word  ftageantry  he  will  find  pomp,  pa- 
rade,  empty  shew  ;  under  the  word  u^rlrsa^  vain,  idle,  unnecessary, 
vanton,  &c.  the  reader  will,  I  believe,  find  this  the  clue  to  pearly 
^  the  eloquence  of  this  celebrated  speaker. 
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as  immediately  agreeable  to  the  sentiments  of  the  peo« 
pie  ;  and  surely  no  man  would  be  hardy  enough  to  as- 
sert, that  when  the  people  petitioned  parliament  in  a 
peaceable  and  constitutional  manner,  it  became  that 
nouse  to  disregard  their  prayers.  One  great  object  of 
all  the  petitions  which  had  been  presented,  was,  a  re. 
commendation  of  economy  in  the  public  expenditure  i 
and  one  great  object  of  the  present  bill  was«  to  carry  into 
effect  the  wishes  of  the  people,  by  introducing  a  substan- 
tial system  of  economy.  Besides  the  benefits -which 
would  result  from  the  bill  in  this  respect,  it  had  another 
object  still  more  important,  and  that  was,  tlie  reduction 
of  the  influence  of  the  crown ;  an  influence,  which  was 
the  more  to  be  dreaded,  because  more  secret  in  its 
attacks,  and  more  concealed  in  its  operations,  than  the 
power  of  prerogative* 

Mr.  Pitt  then  adverted  to  the  objection  that  had  been 
made  to  the  bill,  that  the  saving  proposed  by  it  was  a 
matter  of  trifling  consideration,  when  measured  b}'  the 
necessities,  or  the  expences  of  the  time.  It  proposed 
to  bring  no  more  than  200,0001.  a  year  into  the  public 
coffers,  and  that  sum  was  insignificant,  in  the  public 
account,  when  compared  with  the  millions  we  spend. 
This  was  surely  the  most  singular  and  unaccountable 
species  of  reasoning  tha^  ever  was  attempted  in  any  as- 
sembly. The  calamities  of  the  crisis  were  too  great  to 
be  benefited  by  economy  ;  our  expences  were  so  enor- 
mous, that  it  was  ridiculous  to  attend  to  little  matters  of 
account.  We  have  spent  so  many  millions,  that  thou- 
sands are  beneath  our  consideration.  We  were  obliged 
to  spend  so  much,  that  it^as  foolish  to  think  of  saving 
any.  By  such  strange  language  as  this,  had  the  excel- 
lent bill  now  before  the  house  been  opposed.  But  it  had 
also  been  said  that  the  king's  civil  list  was  an  irresume- 
able  parliamentary  grant,  and  it  had  even  been  com- 
pared to  a  private  freehold.  The  weakness  of  such  ar- 
guments was  their  best  refutation.  It  was  true,  that 
parliament  had  made  the  grant  of  the  eivil  list  revenut 
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specially  for  his  majesty's  life.  But  for  what  purpoaes 
ivas  this  ?  Was  it  merely  for  his  majesty's  private  use  f 
No  man,  he  was  confident,  would  venture  to  assert  any 
such  thing.  The  civil  list  revenue  was  granted  to  his 
majesty  as  the  executive  part  of  the  state,  to  support  the 
government,  to  pay  the  judges,  to  pay  die  other  great 
officers,  and  to  maintain  the  grandeur,  the  dignity,  and 
the  lustre  of  the  crown,  in  which  every  one  of  hb  sub- 
jects had  an  interest.  His  majesty,  in  fact,  was  the  tnis- 
tee  of  the  public,  subject  to  parliamentary  super- 
vision ;  and  though  tutelage  was  a  harsh  term,  surely  no 
man  would  say,  that  it  was  any  degradation  to  a  British 
prince  to  be  under  the  guardianship  of  a  British  p^r- 
liamant.^  The  parliament  bad  made  the  grant,  and 
undoubtedly  had  a  right  to  resume  it,  when  the  necesi- 
sity  dfa&irs  rendered  such  a  resumption  so  necessary 
as  it  was  at  present.  It  would  be  an  unpleasant  task  to 
investigate  the  great  difference  that  there  was  between 
the  wedth  of  the  empire  when  that  revenue  was  granted 
and  the  wealth  at  the  present  time.  It  would  serve, 
however,  to  shew,  that  the  sum  of  revenue  which  was 
necessary  to  the  support  of  the  common  dignity  of  crown 
and  people  at  that  time,  ought  now  to  be  reduced,  as 
the  public  necessities  had  increased.  The  people  who 
granted  that  revenue,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
occasion,  were  justified  in  resuming  a  part  of  it^  under 
the  pressing  demand  of  an  altered  situation.  Upon 
the  whole  he  entirely  approved  of  the  present  bill ;  he 
felt  himself,  as  a  citizen  of  this  country,  and  a  mem* 
ber  of  that  house,  highly  indebted  to  the  author  of  it ; 
and  as  he  considlered  it  as  essential  to  the  being  and 
the  independence  of  his  country^  he  would  give  it  the 
most  determined  support. 


*  What  is  all  this  about? 
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MR.  SHERIDAN. 


mclmrd  Brinaley  Sheridan,  one  of  the  most  briUiant  speakers  that 
erer  fl(pt>eared  in  the  house  of  commons,  was  bom  m  1750.  He 
-was  kiu>wn  to  the  public  before  he  came  into  parliament,  as  having 
written  the  best  comedies  of  the  age.  He  was  returned  mei;nber 
for  Stafford  in  1780,  which  place  he  continued  to  represent  till  tho 
last  election,  in  1 806,  when  he  succeeded  Fox  as  member  for  West« 
minster.  On  Fox's  accession  to  office  in  tlie  beginning  of  tho 
same  year,  he  waa  appointed  treasurer  of  the  navy.  The  following 
b  his  first  i^ieech  in  the  house.  He  has  said  more  witty  tilings 
than  ever  were  said  by  any  one  man  in  the  house  of  commons  s 
but  at  present  one  may  say  of  him,  "  The  wine  of  life  is  drunk 
and  but  the  lees  remain.*' 


On  emphying  the  Military  iti  the  Suppressiati  of  Riots. 

He  remarked,  that  the  police  of  every  country  was  an 
object  of  importance.  In  a  despotic  country,  where 
the  laws  were  regulated  by  the  will  of  the  sovereign,  the 
purpose  of  the  police  was  to  give  comfort  and  security 
to  the  subject,  and,  perhaps,  to  furnish  secret  infor* 
taiation  to  the  rulers.  But  in  a  constitution  of  liberty, 
like  that  of  England,  it  was  th*e  duty  and  the  object  of 
the  people  to  prefer  the  essentials  of  freedoiot  to  the 
comforts  of  ease  ;  and  they  were  not  to  purchasi  Internal 
protection  at  the  expence  of  slavery.  It  was  not  a  dead 
and  slavish  quiet ;  it  was  not  a  passive  calm  and  sub- 
mission that  were  the  ultimate  objects  of  police  in  such 
a  state  ;  but  as  much  good  order  as  was  consistent  with 
the  active,  busy,  and  bustling  genius  of  liberty.  They 
were  not  to  be  awed  into  submission  by  a  military  force, 
dependent  oh  the  will  of  one  man,  to  whom  they  dele- 
gated  their  power ;  nor  to  constitute  a  police,,  which 


910  MB:  SHERIDAN.  C^-  D*  irsu 

only  could  derive  maintenance  and  effect  by  the  inter* 
vcntion  of  arms.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that  the  legis- 
lature of  Great  Britain  prudently  and  wisely  established 
a  military  power  only  for  the  duration  of  one  year  ;  or 
rather,  they  suspended  the  illegality  of  the  military  pow- 
er for'  a  3'eaf.  It  was  for  this  that  they  would  intrust 
no  permanent  and  durable  military  force  in  the  hands 
of  the  crown,  but  preserved  to  themselves  the  security 
of  escape,  whenever  that  force  should  be  misapplied  to 
objects  for  which  it  was  not  designed.  As  to  the  police 
of  Westminster,  its  wretched  state  was  too  well  knouii 
to  require  any  particular  description.  Its  weakness  and 
inef&cacy  were  too  severely  felt,  at  a  late  dreadful  pe- 
riod»  to  be  depended  on  in  future.  To  that  we  were  to 
ascribe  the  riots  and  the  outrages  that  had  broken  forth 
in  the  preceding  Jiine^  and  which  had  raged  without 
control  for  many  days.  To  that  we  were  to  ascribe 
the  order  which  had  been  issued  to  the  military,  to  act 
without  waiting  for  orders  from  the  civil  power.  To 
that  we  were  to  ascribe  the  establishment  of  militaiy 
power  in  this  country  for  four  months^  and  its  being  ex- 
tended to  every  part  of  the  country.  It  was  the  police 
of  Westminster  that  had  given  rise  to  all  these  calami- 
ties and  alarms  ;  and  yet  not  one  measure  had  been 
taken,  nor  one  attempt  made,  to  correct  the  police,  or 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  same  dangers.  He  was 
aware  that  it  might  be  said,  that  if  the  negligence  and 
incapacity  of  the  civil  power  of  Westminster  had  coatri. 
buted  so  much  to  these  evils,  the  same  imputation  ougt^ 
to  be  thrown  upon  the  magistracy  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  since  the  tumults  had  reigned  with  equal  impunity 
in  that  city,  and  with  equal  consequences.  To  this  he 
could  only  say,  that  he  could  not  forget,  for  a  moment, 
that  the  tumults  began  in  the  city  of  Westminster ;  that 
there  they  had  their  small  beginnings,  and  that  there 
they  might  have  been  checked  with  less  exertion,  than 
in  the  subsequent  progress  of  their  accumulating  force. 
But  the  success  of  the  riots  in  the  city  of  London  had 
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been  ascribed  to  the  want  of  conduct  and  courage  in  the 
chief  magistrate.     It  was  to  him,  and  not  to  the  civil 

Eower  in  general  of  the  city,  that  the  blame  was  given, 
lut  however  censurable  might  have  been  the  behavi- 
our  of  the  lord-mayor  of  London,  the  lord-lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Middlesex  must  have  been  at  least 
equally  criminal.  He  was  invested  with  the  important 
trust  of  appointing  and  regulating  the  civil  power,  of  the 
county,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  see  that  the  magistrates 
and  the  officers,  whom  he  had  put  into  the  commission, 
did  their  duty  to  their  country ;  and  if  they  did  not,  he 
ought  to  have  collected  them  together,  to  have  appoint- 
ed them  their  stations,  and  to  have  put  them  into 
active  employment.  But  without  further  investigating 
that  matter,  it  was  proper  to  inquire,  why,  after  the  me- 
lanclioly  experience  that  we  had  had  of  the  wretched 
state  of  the  police,  no  measures  had  been  adopted  to 
put  it  on  a  more  respectable  footing?  Had  no  attempt 
been  made  to  establish  some  more  effectual  system  of 
police,  in  order  that  we  might  still  depend  on  the  remedy 
of  the  bayonet ;  and  that  the  military  power  might  be 
called  in  to  the  aid  of  contrived  weakness,  and  deliberate 
inattention  ?  It  might  perhaps  be  the  wish  of  some,  that 
the  subject  might  be  familiarized  to  the  employment  of 
the  militar}'  in  the  suppression  of  riots ;  and  that  upon 
occasions  less  alarming  than  the  last,  they  might  resort 
again  to  the  same  remedy. 

It  might  be  urged,  be  further  observed,  in  justifica- 
tion of  government  for  the  orders  which  they  had  lately 
issued,  that  they  believed  the  substitution  of  the 
military  to  be  a  safe,  easy,  and  constitutional  measure 
in  all  cases  of  tumult  and  riot.  He  would  not  attempt 
to  go  into  any  serious  investigation  of  this  argument,  but 
only  assert,  that  if  it  were  true  that  in  cases  of  extreme 
danger,  such  a  remedy  might  be  safe,  easy,  and  con- 
stitntional,  still  it  would  be  improper  to  be  acknow^ 
ledged  by  parliament ;  for  what  might  be  legally  done, 
would  be  done  oftener.^  He  wished  to  see  a  bill  of  in- 
dcmnity  pass,  by  which  the  question  would  be  .establish- 
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ed  on  its  proper  basisi  and  the  people  would  have  the 
confidence  of  knowing,  that  though  the  late  interference 
was  salutary,  it  was  unconstitutional.  If  he  wanted  any 
additional  reason  to  convince  him  of  the  danger  of  leav- 
ing  such  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  a  circum- 
stance which  occured  in  the  other  house,  at  the  openings 
of  the  session,  would  give  him  the  most  convincing  proof 
of  the  necessity  of  deciding  on  the  doctrine.  This  was^ 
that  his  majesty  was  praised  and  exalted  for  not  having 
actedp  in  that  hour  of  norror  and  confusion,  like  the  king 
of  Sweden,  in  directing  his  arms  against  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country.  This  was  an  expression  so  alarm- 
ing in  its  nature,  so  threatening,  and  so  formidable, 
that  he  could  not  help  thinking  it  incumbent  on  thus 
house  to  rescue  the  country  from  a  suspicion  so  dread- 
foh  What !  was  it  in  his  majesty's  power,  at  that  mo- 
ment, to  have  trampled  on  the  liberties  of  the  country, 
and  to  have  introduced  military  government  in  the  place 
of  the  present  constitution?  Was  that  the  crisis,  when 
this  might  have  been  established,  when  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  lost  in  terror  and  confusion?  No; 
that  was  not  the  moment  of  danger;  the  crisis  was, 
when,  after  the  interferenbe  of  the  military  power,  the 
chief  justice  of  England  said  that  it  was  legal,  and 
asserted,  that  the  military  acted  not  as  soldiers  but  as 
citizens ;  and  when  this  declaration  was  not  objected  to 
by  a  specific  resolutipn  of  parliament,  but  bore  the  tes- 
timony of  general  acquiescence.  That  was  the  moment 
when  the  liberties  of  the  people  were  in  danger ;  and  if 
it  did  give  the  opponunity  to  the  crown,  the  opportunity 
still  existed.  The  power  claimed,  of  employing  the 
military  without  the  concurrence  of  the  civil  power,  had 
been  asserted,  in  some  instances  at  least,  without  a 
cause.  The  danger  was  confined  to  the  metropolis^ 
why  then  was  the  order  extended  to  every  part  of  the 
kingdom  ?  Or  granting  that  it  was  necessary  to  extend 
it,  why  continue  it  for  four  months  ?  If  this  doctrme 
were  to  be  laid  down,  that  the  crown  could  give  orders 
to  the  military  to  interfere,  where,  when^  ana  fpr  what 
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length  of  time  h  pleased,  tiien  we  mig^  bid  &rewett  ta 
freedom.  If  this  were  the  law,  we  should  then  be  reduc» 
ed  to  a  military  government  of  the  very  worst  species^  tn 
which  we  shonid  have  all  the  evib  of  a  despotic  slate^ 
without  its  discipline,  or  security.  But  we  were  givea 
to  understand,  that  we  had  the  best  protection  against 
this  evil,  'in  the  virtue,  the  moderation,  and  the  constl*' 
tutional  principles  of  the  sovereign.  However  highly  he 
might  think  of  the  virtues  and  moderation  of  the  king,  he 
trusted  that  this  was  a  species  of  liberty  which  would 
never  disgrace  an  English  soiL  The  liberty  that  rested 
on  the  virtuous  inclinations  of  any  one  man,  was  but  sus* 
pended  despotism;  the  sword  was  not  indeed  upon 
their  neckS|  but  it  hung  by  the  small  brittle  thread  of  hu« 
man  will. 


MR-  ADAM, 


Tasax  was  no  disgrace,  he  said,  in  participating  iu 
the  honours,  rewards,  and  emoluments  of  government, 
or  m  supporting  the  measures  of  government,  after  those 
rewards  were  received,  so  long  as  those  measures  ap- 
peared to  be  calculated  to  serve  the  country.  The  fan: 
and  honourable  emoluments  of  government  were  no  im^ 
proper  seducers  of  the  human  mind.  Before  gentlemen 
talked  so  loudly  of  members  of  parliament  having  been 
bribed,  by  the  profitable  terms  of  the  loan,  to  agree  to 
it  when  proposed  in  the  house,  it  became  them  to  recol- 
lect that  those  terms  were  not  made  by  members  of 
pariiament,  but  by  the  monied  men  of  the  city,  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank,  the  India  house,  and  other  great 
companies.  In  judging  oi  the  terms  of  the  baigain,  whe- 
ther they  were  profitable  or  whether  they  were  disad^ 
vantageous,  it  was  ne^ssary  to  look  back  to  the  timei^ 
Vot.  II,  39 
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to  the  circumstances,  and  to  the  prospect  of  a&irs 
ivhen  that  bargain  was  made.  He  averred,  that  the 
tninister  had  made  the  best  terms  he  could,  in  the 
situation  in  which  he  stood.  The  price  of  the  stocks 
at  the  time  when  the  loan  was  in  agitation,  their  prioe 
since,  the  state  of  affairs,  all  contributed  to  prove,  that 
the  minister  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  make  better  terms 
for  the  public.  As  to  the  partiality  with  wMch  the 
minister  was  accused,  in  the  distribution  of  the  shares 
of  the  loan,  it  might  produce  very  pernicious  consequen- 
ces to  call  upon  the  noble  lord  to  assign  his  reasons  for 
having  given  more  to  one  house  than  to  another ;  and 
the  credit  of  many  houses  would  be  shaken,  if,  in  his 
own  vindication,  the  minister  should  say,  that  he  had 
given  to  every  banker  who  had  applied  just  as  much  as 
he  thought  the  house  would  be  able  to  pay.  This  might 
be  the  ruin  of  several  families ;  and  as  the  committees 
that  the  honourable  baronet  had  moved  for,  might  give 
a  deadly  blow  to  national  credit,  be  should  give  his  ne- 
gative to  the  motion  with  more  satisfaction  than  he  ever 
felt  before.  This  he  should  do  for  many  reasons,  but 
principally,  because  to  inquire  into  private  characters 
would  be  an  inquisitorial  tyranny;  and  oppres)H9iP  to 
individuals  was  injurious  to  the  public. 


MR.  THOMAS  TOWNSHEND 


Ridiculed  the  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Adam,  that 
illiberal  aspersions  were  thrown  out  against  the  mem* 
bers  of  that  house  who  supported  the  measures  of  govern* 
snent.  It  was,  it  seemed,  an  illiberal  aspersion  upcHi 
character,  to  say,  that  places  or  pensions,  douceurs  or 
contracts,  were  among  the  corrupt  seducers  of  the  hu- 
Vmi  heart,    To  be  sure,  it  would  be  highly  illiberal  to 
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suspect  that  a  member  of  parliament  should  be  seduced 
by  the  good  things  of  this  life  !  It  would  be  an  asper- 
sion of  the  most  unjustifiable  nature  !  What !  a  mem- 
ber  of  parlian^ent !  the  dignity  of  whose  situation,  and 
the  obligations  of  whose  trust,  ought  to  raise  him  to  an 
elevation  of  rank  among  his  species,  superior  to  all  the 
little  frailties  and  passions  of  the  heart,  to  suspect  him 
of  dependence  and  servility,  would  be  a  libel  on  the  hu- 
man race  !  And  yet  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  gen* 
tiemati  himself,  who  was  so  much  hutt  by  stich  asper- 
sions, might,  perhaps,  afford  some  kind  of  evidence, 
that  it  was  possible  for  a  member  of  parliament  to  change 
his  opinions,  or  at  least  to  aher  his  manner  of  voting, 
from  a  prudent  consideration  of  his  own  interest.  The 
conduct  of  that  gentleman  had  been  marked,  on  his 
first  appearance  in  the  house,  and  for  some  time  after, 
by  an  acrimonious  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  mi<^ 
nistef  •  He  was  now  as  much  distinguished  by  a  general 
and  indiscriminate  approbation  of  whatever  the  minister 
thought  proper  to  adopt.  This  was  a  conduct  which 
naturally  gave  rise  to  speculation,  and  to  animadver- 
sion. When  it  was  observed,  that  such  a  gentleman 
abandoned,  in  a  critical  moment,  without  even  the  for^ 
mality  of  a  reason,  the  friends  and  the  principles  which 
he  had  maintained,  and  that  he  became  one  of  the  most 
zealous  and  active  partizans  of  that  government  which 
he  had  previously  reprobated  ;  when  it  was  observed, 
that  he  placed  himself  immediately  behind  the  treasury 
bench,  whispered  the  minister,  and  became  his  avowed 
champion ;  and  when  it  was  also  seen,  that  the  zeal  and 
activity  of  this  new  convert  were  rewarded  with  a  pro- 
fitable place  under  the  government  t  under  such  circum- 
stances,  people  could  not  avoid  suspecting,  that  there 
was  something  like  influence  in  a  thousand,  or  twelve 
hundred  pounds  a  year  :  and  that  it  was  corruption,  and 
not  principle,  that  had  converted  the  enemy  into  the 
friend  of  the  minister.  Such  suspicions  might  be  en^* 
tertaincd  without  any  great  degi^e  of  illrberality,  and[ 
without  any  great  degree  of  injustice. 
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MR.  DUNNING. 


Hfi  observed,  that  it  had  fiometimes  been  ittetended, 
that  associations,  committees  of  correspondencCt  dele* 
gations,  and  petitions  to  that  houses  signed  with  more 
than  twenty  names,  wer€  contrary  to  law  and  the  con-^ 
stitution.  Bat  it  was  a  clear  and  fundamental  poiiA  in 
the  constitution  of  this  country,  that  the  people  had  a 
right  to  petition  their  representatives  in  parliament ;  and 
it  was  by  no  means  true,  that  the  number  of  nasies 
•igned  to  an^  such  petition  was  limited*  The  act,  which 
was  passed  m  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  prohibiting,  under 
certain  penalties,  any  petition  to  be  presrated  to  the 
king,  or  either  house  of  parliament,  if  signed  by  more 
than  twenty  persons,  for  altering  the  feUgioq  or  die 
laws,  was  completely  repealed  by  an  article  in  the  bfll 
of  rights,  which  was  meant  to  restore  to  the  people  that 
great  privilege,  which  the  act  of  Charles  was  calcukted 
to  abndge,  if  not  to  take  away.  To  aigue  that  the  act 
of  Charles  was  now  in  force,  would  be  as  puerile  and 
absurd,  as  to  contend  that  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
still  remained  in  its  full  extent,  notwithstanding  the  de* 
olarations  in  the  bill  of  rights.    .If  it  were  mie,  that  the 

£»ple  of  this  country  had  a  right  to  petition  the  Icgis- 
ture,  they  had  a  right  to  assemble  together  ibr  that 
purpose ;  and  while  their  meetings  were  sober,  peaoe* 
able,  and  orderly,  they  were  strictly  legaL  As  asaci^ 
ciations,  committees  of  correspcxidenoe  and  delegation, 
their  innocence  or  their  criminality  must  depoid  entirely 
upon  the  views  with  which  they  were  constituted.  Tfaae 
could  be  no  legal  criminality  in  them,  unless  some 
evil  intention  were  proved*    Associations  to  overturn 
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the  constitution^. to  resist  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or 
to  commit  any  violence,  subversive  of  order,  govern- 
ment, and  domestic  peace,  -were  certainly  illegal  and 
highly  criminal ;  such  associations  ought  to  be  resisted 
by  the  civil  authority,  and  suppressed  by  the  interven- 
tion of  the  laws.  The  laws  had  sufficiently  armed  the 
executive  power  against  any  association  to  overturn  the 
legal  government ;  and  the  ministry  would  be  traitors  if 
they  suffered,  either  by  wilful  treachery,  or  blind  neg« 
ligcnce,  such  an  association  so  far  to  grow  and  strengthen 
itself,  as  to  be  able  to  surround  the  parliament,  and  with 
arms  and  military  array,  to  over-awe  their  prc^eedings, 
and  force  them  to  do  what  they  pleased.  But  an  as- 
sociation even  of  this  nature  would  be  legal  in  certain 
circumstances.  If  ever  a  period  should  arrive,  when 
the  three  branches  of  the  legislature  should  unite  in  a 
scheme  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  people ;  or  if  the 
house  of  commons,  forgetting  their  origm  and  their  dutp^, 
should  become  the  mere  creatures  and  slaves  of  tihe 
crown ;  it  would  then  be  no  longer  illegal  for  the  com- 
monalty of  England  to  resume  their  just  share  in  the 
legislature ;  and  the  means  by  which  they  accomplished 
dus,  whether  it  was  by  associations,  by  remonstrances, 
or  by  force,  would  be  not  only  right,  but  laudable. 
It  would  be  an  honourable  imitation  of  the  conduct  of 
their  ancestors,  by  which  the  constitution  had  been 
wrested  firom  the  rapacity  and  froin  the  violence  of  pre- 
rogative. As  to  the  late  public  meetings  and  associa- 
tions ki  Engbuid,  the  proceedings  respecting  them  had 
been  grave,  deliberate,  and  orderiy ;  the  peo^e  had  met 
to  exercise  a  lawful  right,  diat  of  petitioning  their  repre- 
sentatives in  parliament;  and  in  doing  this,  they  had 
observed  the  most  steady  decorum,  and  the  strictest 
regard  to  public  tranquillity.  He  concluded  with  dc- 
cltfing,  that  the  house  ought  to  agree  to  the  motion, 
as  a  matter  essentially  due  from  them  to  the  almost  una- 
nimous requisition  of  their  constituents. 
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MR-  PITT. 


On  the  American  fTan 


Hb  declared,  that  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  sovereign^ 
and  to  his  country,  would  not  permit  him  to  remain  in 
silence,  when  he  saw  the  ministry  running  headlong  into 
measures,  which  could  end  only  in  the  ruin  of  die  state* 
He  wished  to  shew  his  attachment  to  his  sovereign^ 
and  to  his  family,  by  holding  to  him  a  language,  wlw:h 
would  shew  him  that  he  had  been  deceived  by  those  to 
whom  he  looked  for  advice.  He  wished  to  discharge 
his  duty  to  his  county,  by  endeavouring  to  prevent 
the  parliament  from^  precipitately  voting  an  address^ 
which  pledged  the  house  in  the  most  direct  manner  to 
prosecute  the  American  war,  and  to  support  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  fatal  system,  which  had  led  this  country 
step  by  step,  to  the  most  calamitous  and  disgraceful 
situation  to  which  a  once  flourishing  and  glorious  empire 
could  possibly  be  reduced ;  a  situation,  that  threatened 
the  final  dissolution  of  the  empire,  if  not  prevented 
by  timely,  wise,  and  vigorous  eflforts.  He  implored  them 
to  pause  a  moment,  and  to  consider  what  they  were  doing. 
The  proposed  address ;  he  said,  was  couched  in  term&the 
most  hypocritical  and  delusive ;  and  if  suffered,  in  a  crisis 
so  alarming  and  melancholy,  to  be  published  to  the  world 
as  the  real  sentiments  of  the  house  of  cominons,  it  would 
be  an  additional  misfortune,  greater  than  any  that  had  yet 
preceded  it.  It  would  at  once  deceive  the  king, 
prostitute  the  judgment  of  parliament  and  degrade  its 
dignity,  insult  the  people,  and  superinduce  consequences 
fatal  to  the   very  being  and  existence  of  the  empire. 
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It  was  an  honest  and  a  faithful  line  of  conduct  in  themi 
to  warn  both  the  sovereign  and  the  people  of  the  dan- 
gers that  (were  common  to  both.     It  was  not  the  base 
and  deceitful  language  of  adulation  which  parliament 
should  adopt ;  but  tha,t  style,  and  that  manner,  which 
became  a  body  of  men  equally  attached  to  their  sove- 
reign and  their  constituents.     Was  it  becoming  the  par« 
liament  of  a  free  people,  to  echo  back  the  words  which 
a  minister,  long  practised  in  the  arts  of  delusion,  had 
dared  to  put  into  the  royal  mouth,  but  which  were  every 
way  unworthy  of  the  prince  who  condescended  to  de* 
liver  them  ?     What  information  had  they  before  them, 
to  warrant  their  taking  such  a  step  ?    In  the*better  days 
of  parliament,  the  attempt  to  entrap  the  house  into  a 
countenance  of  assertions,  wholly  unexplained  and  un- 
examined, on  the  mere  authority  of  a  minister,  would 
have  been  treated  with  all  the  violence  of  merited  resent- 
ment.  •  The  persons  whose  interest  it  was  to  carry  on  so 
paltry  a  deceit,  had  indeed  pretended,  that  the  prose- 
cution of  the  American  war  was  not  Uie  import  of  the 
address.     But  let  any  man  only  take  the  pains  to  read 
the  words  of  the  address,  and  he  must  instantly  per- 
ceive, that  the  prosecution  of  that  destructive  war  was 
as  plainly  and  fully  the  meaning  of  it,  as  language  could 
possibly  convey.    Was  there  an  honourable  member  on 
either  side  the  house  who  really  doubted  it  ?    Was  there 
even  a  person  in  the  street,  into  whose  hands  the  address 
could  be  put,  that  would  not,  on  the  first  perusal,  in- 
stantly say  as  much  f    Why  then  was  the  house  alone 
to  sacrifice  their  understandings  to  the  will  of  the  minis- 
ter, and  to  support  his  delusion  ?    But  the  fact  was,  that 
the  war  was  an  appendage  to  the  first  lord  ef  the  trea- 
sury, too  dear  to  be  parted  with.     It  was  the  grand  pil- 
lar, raised  on  the  ruins  of  the  constitution,  by  which  he 
held  bis  situation  ;  it  was  the  great  means  of  extending 
that  baleful  influence  of  the  crown,  on  which  alone  he 
placed  his   whole  security.    The  war,  however,  had 
proved  fruitless  by  fatal  experience  i  and  every  day  that 
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tre  persisted  in  it,  deaily  femovtd  us  fiother  off  from 
the  moment  of  reconciUatbn  and  <rf  reason,  and  tended 
rather  to  create  new  difficulties,  than  to  smooth  the  path 
to  peace  and  firiendship4  As  to  the  proposed  address, 
it  was  a  dark  and  desperate  attempt  to  blind  the 
eyes  of  the  king,  and  to  insult  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. Was  there  any  one  independent  member  of  diat 
house,  who  would  stand  up  in  his  place,  and  saj,  that 
tiiose  men  who  had  hitherto  so  mi^^uled  the  affidrs  of  the 
kingdom,  and  in  whose  hands  almost  every  undertaking 
had  failed,  ought  to  be  trusted  with  the  farther  manage* 
ment  of  a  war,  which  they  had  so  wretchedly  conducted  f 
What  had  been  done,  in  recompenoe  for  Uie  efitision  of 
human  blood  that  this  war  had  ^^ibited,  and  for  the 
enormous  grants  of  supplies  wiUi  which  the  ministry  had 
been  entrusted?  The  greiA  events  of  the  war  were 
nothing  but  so  many  fatal  misfortunes,  defeat  and  igno* 
miny  following  every  eflFort  <yf  our  arms,  from  one  end 
of  the  continent  of  America  to  the  other.  He  tbere« 
fore  imfdored  the  house,  not  to  vote  for  an  address 
which  was  fraught  with  hypocrisy  and  treachery  ;  and 
which  could  not  have  been  framed  by  any  who  had  die 
smallest  spark  of  regard  for  the  hcmour  of  the  king,  th^ 
dignity  of  parliament,  or  the  interest  of  4ie  nation. 


SIR.  JAMES  LOWTHER, 

Agaimt  the  Continuance  qf  the  American  War^ 


OBSEavEn,  diat  the  late  speech  from  the  throne  bad 
given  a  just  ahum  to  the  nation ;  it  had  shewn  them, 
that  the  ministry  Wera  determined  to  persevere  in  die 
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American  war;  that  they  had  a  bigotted  attachment  ta 
it ;  and  that  more  blood  and  more  money  was  to  be  la^ 
vished  in  this  ruinous  and  &tal  contest  The  men  wha 
were  invested  with  the  powers  of  government  derived  uq 
advantage  from  experience.  The  surrender  of  one  army 
only  gave  them  spirit  to  risk  and  to  lose  a  second  ;  and 
the  surrender  of  a  second  only  instigated  them  to  ven-* 
tore  a  third.  There  was  no  end  of  loss,  nor  of  madn^^ 
Administration  went  on^  from  year  to  year,  against  the 
voiee  of  the  people  of  England^  because  &ey  were 
Supported  by  a  set  of  men,  whom  they  paid  for  that 
purpose  in  that  house.  But  every  unprejudiced .  and 
uncorrupted  Englishman  perceived  thl^  wretched  and 
disgraceful  situation  of  hb  country^  He  saw  the  in** 
iSn-iority  of  our  fleets,  and  the  inefficacy  oS  our  armifes^ 
The  mdancholy  esperience  of  seven  years  had  afforded 
too  mueh  evidence,  that  the  coutimMiu:e  of  the  Ame-^ 
rican  war  would  leid  to  irretrievable  destruction.  The 
unexampled  ignerance,^  and  infiunous  mismanagement 
of  the  ministry,  were  now  visible  to  all  the  wor^ ;  an4 
those  delusions  which  hod  sheltered  ^nd  enriched  th^ 
most  unprincipled,  whilst  they  afiiict^  and  impover- 
ished the  best  citizens,  of  the  empire,  had  lost  the  power 
of  imposing  on  the  awakened  understanding,  and  of 
amusing  with  ideas  of  imaginary  security,  the  wounded 
feelings  of  an  irritated  nation.  When  every  hope  of  our 
success  ajgainat  the  colonists  was  fled  for  ever,  it  seemed^ 
a  proof  of  madness  to  presist  in  the  commission  of  hos- 
tihties,  which  might  remove  all  opportunities  of  intro^ 
ducing  future  peace  and  lasting  conciliation.  It  was» 
therefore,  the  indispensaUe  duty  of  that  lu9use,  before 
they  voted  the  supplies  requisite  for  the  army,  to  come 
to  some  solemn  resolution,  in  order  to  mark  and  define 
their  idea  of  the  American  war;  and  to  convince 
their  constituents,  that  they  were  awake  to  the  real  si^ 
tuation  of  the  country,  and  anxious  to  execute  tlieir  duty, 
in  a  manner  becoming  tlie  representatives  of  a  great  an^ 
free  people. 
\oL.  IL  40 
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MRPOWYS. 

.    On  the  same  fujbjeet. 

Hz  declared,  that  the  vote  of  that  day  must  either  ac-^ 
celerate  the  ruin  of  Great  Britain^  or  prove  the  instru- 
xnent  of  restoring  it  to  its  habitual  lustre,  to  all  its  fin*, 
mer  power,  and  to  the  plenitude  of  happiness  and 
honour.  A  variety  of  pretexts,  insidiously  advanced  by 
the  ministry,  and  too  credulously  received  by  the  majo* 
jity  of  that  house,  had  seduced  them,,  from  one  ses^cn 
to  another,  to  move  with  fatal  steps  along  the  pifth  to 
•*  national  destruction.  They  had  persevered  in  the  Ame* 
lican  war  against  the  voice  of  reason  and  of  wisdom, 
against  that  experience  which  ought  to  have  taught  them, 
^hd  that  calamity  which  ought  to  have  made  them  feeK 
That  war  was  the  idol  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  to  which 
they  had  sacrificed  the  interests  of  the  empire,  and  al- 
most half  its  territories.  They  had  bowed  before  it 
themselves,  and  had  made  the  nation  bow.  They  had 
asserted,  that  the  public  resources  were  not  exhausted; 
and  they  had  made  this  assertion,  because  they  them- 
selves found  no  diminution  of  income.  Their  annual 
incomes  arose  out  of  the  public  purse ;  and  instead  of 
diminishing  they  increased  with  the  misfortunes,  and 
tvith  the  impoverishment  of  the  country. 
♦  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  imagine,  Mr.  Powjrs  pro- 
ceeded  to  observe,  that  many  of  those  gentlemen  who  had 
formerly  conceived  hopes  that  the  Americans  would  be 
compelled  to  fall,  with  unconditional  submission,  at  the 
feet  of  England,  had  not  relinquished  such  extravagant 
Sdeas.  They  could  not  remain  insensible,  that  all  ar- 
guments for  the  continuance  of  the  war  against  the  co- 
fohies  had  lost  their  force.  The  Qonduct,  wluch,  at  the 
commencement  of  hostilities^  was  denominated  firmnc^Sf 
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had  now  degenerated  into  the  grossest  obstinacy:  an 
obstinacy,  which  called  upon  all.  honest  and.independent 
men  to  desert  the  present  administration,  unless  a  change 
of  measures  were  adopted*  As  to  the  perseverance  of  the 
ministry,  in  their  attempts  to  vanquish  the  Americans, 
that  wafr  not  in  itself  a  subject  of  much  astonishment* 
To  war  they  were  greatly  indebted  for  the  possession 
of  their  places,  for  the  enjoyment  of  immense  profits, 
and  of  a  powerful  and  far  extended  influence  arising 
from  them.  Peace  would  overwhelm  them  with  insig- 
nificancy. It  would  strip  them  of  the  honours  and  of 
the  advantages  of  office.  It  would  throw  them  from  the 
seats,  which  they  had  filled  to  the  disgrace  and  to  the 
ruin  of  the  kingdom.  This  was  the  ground  of  theit 
struggle  for  the  continuance  of  hostilities  agciinst  the  co» 
lonies»  That  such  men  should  persevere  in  such  iniqui* 
tous  and  selfish  measures,  was  not  extraordinary.  But 
it  was  a  just  cause  for  wonder,  that  they  should  be  sup* 
ported  by  individuals  of  indepftldent  principles,  and  in- 
dependent fortunes.  It  could  not  be  deni^,  that  mea 
of  this  description  were  still  amongst  the  firiends  of  the 
ministry;  and  such  gentlemen  themselves  only  could 
explain,  what  the  motives  were  for  the  continuance  of  an 
attachment,  which  in  the  general  opinion  was  unexampled 
and  unaccountable.  The  insidious  pretence,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  make  war  against  the  colonists,  as  the  sole 
means  of  gaining  from  them  a  revenue  for  the  service  of 
govemitient,  was  grown  at  length  too  stale  for  imposi* 
tion.  That  idea  had  been  dropt :  and,  therefore,  could 
not  operate  as  a  reason  for  an  attachment  to  the  measurgi 
of  the  ministry;    , 


SIR  GEORGE  8AVILLE, 

(Memhtrjbf  Yorkshire  J 

ISiiBogm&lied  himaelf  by  liis  o|>po8kion  U>  die  AmemM  war,  and  by 
bringmg  in  the  bill  foi?  the  rep^L  pf  the  ^eM  iMules  f^gaba^ 
the  Roivan  Catholics.  BiA  speechea  abound  wiA  c^  vit  and 
liumourw    He  died  1784)  at  the  age  of  59. 

Vn  the  American  fFaK 

He  had  not  been  in  town,  he  said,  when  the  king's 
ftpeech  was  delivered,  nor  when  the  address  in  answer  to 
It  was  agreed  upon,  having  been  prevented  by  ill  health. 
But  when  he  read  the  royal  speech  in  the  country,  it  fill- 
ed him  with  horror  i  because  it  announced  a  continuance 
of  the  destructive  war  with  the  Americans.  As  to  the 
answer  to  the  speech,  experience  had  convinced  him, 
that  the  address  of  that  house  was  avowed  to  mean  no- 
thing ;  that  it  was  an  empty  form,  and  generally  nothing 
inore  than  a  mere  echo^  to  the  words  in  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  which  was  also  the  speech  of  the  ministeft 
This  echo  had  always  been,  and  this  echo  would  per- 
petually continue ;  and  in  so  ridiculous  a  degree,  that 
were  the  speech  from  the  throne  a  repetition  of  the 
line, 

07uit  beauties  does  Flora  disclose  f 

the  echo  from  that  house  would  fill  up  the  couplet^  aod 
feply, 

ffow  sweet  are  her  smiles  upon  Tweed  I 

In  fiict  the  crown  and  the  two  houses  danced  a  minuet 
tc^ether,  to  a  tune  of  the  ministers  composing.  The 
crown  led  off  one  way ;  the  two  houses  in  a  similar  step 
to  the  opposite  comer ;  then  they  joined  hands^  and^  at 
Jpigth^  finished  just  as  the  dance  began. 


A.  IX  17tS.3        SIR  GEORGE  SAVILLB.  f2» 

Sir  George  then  adverted  to  the  intimation  which  had 
been  given  by  the  ministry,  t^t  &  change  was  to  be 
made  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  American  war. 
This,  he  said,  was  in  fact  telling  the  house,  that  they 
were  determined  to  prosecute  the  war  with  all  the  feeble 
efforts  of  which  they  were  yet  capable.  They  did  not 
intend  to  prosecute  it  in  tne  same  manner  as  before ! 
Why  ?  Because  they  could  not,  if  they  would*  This 
disability  reminded  him  of  a  story,  which  he  must  beg 
leave  to  relate  to  die  house.  A  Lacedemonian,  during 
the  time  of  action,  having  plunged  into  the  sea,  laid 
hold  of  an  Athenian  galley  with  his  right  hand.  It  wa» 
immediately  chopped  off.  He  then  catched  at  the  ves- 
sel with  his  left  hand,  and  that  likewise  was  cut  off. 
The  persons  who  were  in  sight,  and  who  perceived  these 
circumstances,  immediately  exclaimed,  **  You  wffl  not, 
sure,  once  more  attempt  to  fasten  on  that  galley  ?"  Like 
the  British  ministry,  he  answered,  "No:  not  in  the 
same  numner."  What  was  the  consequence  ?  He  seiz- 
ed the  vessel  with  h'ls  teeth^  and  kept  his  hold  until  the 
enemy  struck  off  his  head.  Thus  it  was  with  the  minis^ 
ter  and  his  colleagues.  They  had  lost  the  two  hands  of 
the  British  empire;  and  they  wanted  to  risk  its  head 
upon  the  prosecution  of  the  same  frantic  and  ineffectual 
war.  Every  unfM-ejudiced  and  sensible  observer  must 
perceive,  that  so  extraordinary  a  conduct  resembled,  if 
it  did  not  indicate,  the  violence  of  insanity*  And  could 
that  liouse  so  far  forget  their  Curmness,  their  dignity,  and 
their  wisdom,  as  not  effectually  to  resist  its  influence  ? 
Would  they  madly  entrust  lunatics  with  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  public  purse  ?  Would  they  place  the  sword 
within  their  hands,  and  bid  them  use  it  at  their  own. 
discretion? 
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MR.  GRATTAN. 

I  do  not,  I  confess,  like  this  style,  though  it  is  what  many  people 
call  eloquent.  There  is  a  certain  spirit  and  animation  in  il^  but  i% 
is  over-run  with  affectation.    It  is  at  the  same  time  mecbanica]« 

.  uncouth,  and  extravagant.  It  is  like  a  piece  of  Gothic  architecture, 
full  of  quEuntness  and  formality.      It  is  «<  all  horrid'*  with  climax 

.  and  alliteration  and  epithet  and  personification.  «<  From  injuries 
to  arms,  and  from  arms  to  liberty :  precedent  and  princi^Oi  the 
Irish  volunteers,  and  the  Irish  parliament."  I  am  not  fond  o£ 
these  double  facings,  and  splicings  and  clenches  in  style.  Thejr  too 
much  resemble  a  garden  Idd  out  according  to  Pope's  description} 
M  Where  each  alley  has  a  brother. 
And  half  the  platform  just  reflects  the  other.'* 


On  moving  an  Address  to  the  Throne^  containing  a  De^ 
claration  0/ Eights. 

In  his  speech  oh  this  occasion,  he  pronounced  an 
animated  paneg}Tic  on  the  volunteers,  and  the  late  con- 
duct of  the  Irish  nation.  He  remembered  Ireland,  he 
£sud,  when  she  was  a  child ;  he  had  beheld  her  progress 
from  injuries,  to  arms,  and  from  arms  to  liberty.  The 
Irish  were  no  longer  afraid  of  the  French,  nor  of  any 
kingdom,  nor  of  any  minister ;  no  longer  a  divided  co- 
lony, but  an  united  land,  manifesting  itself  to  the  rest 
of  the  world  in  signal  instances  of  glory.  If  men  turn- 
ed  their  eyes  to  the  rest  of  Europe,  they  found  the 
ancient  spirit  expired,  liberty  yielded,  or  empire  lost ; 
nations  living  upon  the  memory  of  past  glory,  and  un- 
der the  care  of  mercenary  armies.  But  in  Ireland,  the 
inhabitants  had  departed  from  the  example  of  other  na- 
tions, and  had  become  an  example  to  them.  They  had 
exceeded  modem,  and  equalled  ancient  Europe.  Liber- 
ty, in  former  times,  and  in  other  nations,  was  recovered 
by  the  quick  feelings,  and  rapid  impulse  of  the  popu- 
lace ;  but  in  Ireland,  at  the  present  period,  it  was  re- 
covered by  an  act  of  the  whole  nation,  reasoning  for 
three  years  on  her  situation,  and  then  rescuing  herself 
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by  a  settled  sense  of  right  pervading"  the  land.    The 
meeting  of  the  militaiy  delegates  at  Dungannon  was  a 
great  event ;  it  was  an  original  measure ;  and,  like  all 
original  measures,  matter  of  surprise,  until  it  bec6me 
matter  of  admiration.     The  English  convention  parlia- 
ment  was  not  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  nor  was 
the  manner  of  obtaining  the  great  charter.     The  barons 
met  king  John^  not  in  parliament,  but  in  the  field,  and 
were  in  array  when  they  formed  the  basis  of  English 
freedom.    Great  measures,  such  as  these,  the  meeting  of 
the  English  at  Runny  Mead,  and  the  meeting  of  the  Irish 
at  Dungannon,  were  original  transactions,  not  flowing 
from  precedent,  but  containing  in  themselves  precedent 
and  principle.     All  the  great  constitutional  questions  had 
been  lost,  and  the  public  cause  had  been  lost,  if  they 
had  depended  only  on  parliament :  but  they  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  people,  and  by  the  peq)le  would  b«  pre- 
served.    The  meeting  at  Dungannon  had  resolved,  that 
the  claim  of  the  British  pariiament  to  bind  Ireland  was 
illegal ;  and  this  was  a  constitutional  declaration.     The 
Irish  volunteers  were  associated  for  the  preservation  of 
the  laws ;  but  the  claims  of  the  British  parliament  were 
the  subversion  of  all  law.     The  Irish  volunteers  had 
supported  the  rights  of  the  Irbh  parliament,  against 
those  temporary  trustees  who  would  have  relinquished 
them.    It  should  at  the  same  time  be  observed,  that  Eng- 
land  had  no  reason  to  fear  the  Irish  volunteers.     They 
would  die  lor  England,  and  her  majestic  race  of  men. 
Allied  by  liberty^  as  well  as  by  allegiance,  the  two  na- 
tions formed  a  constitutional  confederacy.     The  perpe- 
tual amiexation  of  the  croim  viras  one  great  bond ;  but 
Magna  Charta  was  a  greater  bond.     It  would  be  easy 
to  find  a  king,  but  impossible  for  the  Irish  to  find  a 
nation  who  could  communicate  to  them  a  great  charter, 
save  only  England ;  and  it  was  this  which  made  England 
their  natural  connection.     Ireland  was  planted  by  Bri- 
tish privileges,  as  well  as  bv  British, men ;  it  was  a  con- 
nectioni  xiot^  as  had  been  falsely  assertedi  by  conquest. 
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but  bj  chaiter.  Evefy  trae  Iiishnfiui  would  «i]^,  Libcitf 
with  England-~biit  at  all  evcSnts,  LiberQr.  Those,  diere^ 
fore,  who  would  make  the  oonneGtion  quadrate  wkh  the 
fixed  passtbA  with  the  country,  contended  for  the  Biititdi 
nation^  and  for  the  unity  of  empire.  The  Irish  na- 
tion were  too  high  in  pride,  character,  and  power,  to 
suffer  any  other  nation  to  claim  a  right  to  make  ibtk 
laws.  England  had,  indeed,  brought  forward  ^  ques* 
ti<m,  not  only  by  making  laws'  for  Ireland  die  precrainf^ 
session,  but  by  enabling  his  majesty  to  repeal  all  die 
laws  which  England  had  made  for  America*  Had  she 
consented  to  repeal  the  declaratory  act  against  America, 
and  would  she  retain  the  declaratory  act  against  Ireland  ? 
Was  she  ready  to  acknowledge  the  independency  of  Atee« 
rica,  and  would  she  not  acknowledge  the  liberQr  of  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  Ireland  ?  But  if  Great  Britain  were 
capable  of  refusing  to  repeal  the  declaratory  act  against 
Ireland,  after  she  had  enabled  hb  majesty  to  r<epeal  that 
which  was  made  against  America,  if  she  were  capable 
of  imposing  that  distinction,  the  Irish  nation  was  incapa^ 
ble  of  submitting  to  it^ 


MR.  PITT. 

On  a  reform  in  Parliament. 

He  observed,  that  the  representation  of  the  commons  it 
parliament  was  a  matter  so  truly  interesting,  that  it  had 
at  all  times  excited  die  regard  of  men  the  most  enlist- 
ened ;  and  the  defects  which  they  had  found  in  that 
representation,  had  given  them  reason  to  apprehend  the 
most  alarming  consequences  to  the  constitution*  That 
the  frame  of  our  constitution  had  undergone  material 
alterauons,  by  which  the  commons*  house  of  par- 
liament, had  received  an  improper  and  dangerous 
bias^  and  by  which,  indeed,  it  had  fallen  so  greatly  from 
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PU^h^  tQ  |)ayp  in  the  ^n^i(^tiQn,  he  believed  it  would 
he  idlfi  fpr  him  tP  9Ul?mpt  to  provq.  It  was  a  fact  $q 
pl^in  and  palp^bl^,  that  «very  man's  reason,  if  not  hw 
experience,  must  point  it  out  to  him.  He  had  only  tq 
examine  the  quality,  and  naturp  of  that  branch  or  the 
constitution,  as  originally  established,  and  to  con^parq 
it  with  it$i  present  state  and  coifdi^ion.  That  beautiful 
fram^  of  governmi^nt,  which  had  ip^de  us  the  envy  and 
admiration  of  mankind,  in  which  the  people  were  en< 
titled  to  hold  so  distinguished  a  share,  was  so  far  dwindled 
and  departed  from  its  original  purity,  that  the  represen- 
tatives ceased,  in  a  gre^t  degree,  to  be  connected  with 
the  people.  It  was  the  essence  of  the  cpnstitutiop,  that 
the  people  had  a  share  in  the  goverpfnent  by  the  means 
of  representation;  and  its  eycellepcy  and  permanency 
must  result  from  this  representation  being  equal,  easy^ 
practicable,  and  complete.  When  it  ceased  to  be  30  ; 
when  the  representative  ceased  tp  have  cpnnection  with 
the  constituent,  and  was  either  dependent  on  the  crowii 
or  the  aristocracy ;  there  wa3  (hen  a  defect  in  the  frame 
of  representation,  aind  it  was  not  innovation,  but  recovery 
of  the  constitution  to  repair  it. 

It  was  not  now  his  intention  to  enter  iqto  any  inquiry 
respecting  the  prc^r  mode  of  rejform,  or  to  consider 
wh^  would  most  completely  tally  and  square  with  the 
original  frame  of  the  con^^tutipn.  All  tha  t  he  at 
present  intended  was,  to  move  for  the  institution  of  a 
comnuttee,^  to  be  composed  of  such  pnen  as  the  house 
should,  in'  their  wisdom,  select,  as  the  most  proper  and 
the  best  qualified  for  investigating  this  subject,  and  mak- 
ing a  report  to  the  bouse  of  the  best  means  of  carry- 
ing into  exectilion  a  moderate  and  substaqtial  reform 
^  the  representation  of  the  people.  But  though  he 
vouid  not  press  any  particular  proposition  upon  the 
house,  he  still  thought  it  his  duty  to  state  some  facts  and 
circumstances  which,  in  bis  opinion,  made  this  object  of 
Inform  essentially    necessary.      He  believed,  indeed. 
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that  there  was  no  member  of  that  house,  who  would  not 
acknowledge,  that  the  representation,  as  it  now  stood 
was  incomplete.  It  was  perfectly  understood,  that 
there  were  some  boroughs  under  the  influence  of  the 
treasury,  and  others  touUy  possessed  by  them.  It 
was  manifest  that  such  boroughs  had  no  one  qua* 
|iiy  of  representation  in  them.  They  had  no  share  nor 
concern  in  the  general  interests  of  the  country  ;  and  they 
liad  in  fact  no  stake  for  which  to  appoint  their  guardians 
in  the  popular  assembly.  The  influence  of  the  treasury 
in  some  boroughs  was  also  contested  ;  not  by  the  electors 
of  those  boroughs,  but  by  some  one  or  other  powerful 
man,  who  assumed  or  pretended  to  an  hereditary  pro- 
perty of  what  ought  only  to  be  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  electors.  The  interests  of  the  treasury  were  con- 
sidered, as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  great  man,  the 
lord,  or  the  commoner,  who  had  connections  with  the 
borough  :  but  the  interests  of  the  people,  the  rights  of 
the  electors,  were  the  only  things  that  never  were  attended 
to,  nor  taken  into  the  account.  Would  any  man  say,  that 
in  this  case  there  was  the  most  distant  idea  or  principle 
of  representation  ?  There  were  other  boroughs,  which 
had  now  in  fact  no  actual  existence,  but  in  the  rctura 
of  members  to  the  house.  They  had  no  existence  in 
property,  in  population,  in  trade,  or  in  weight  of  any 
Ikind.  There  were  hardly  any  men  in  such  boroughs 
who  had  a  right  to  vote  ;  and  they  were  the  slaves  and 
the  subjects  of  persons  who  claimed  the  property  of  the 
boroughs,  and  who  in  fact  made  the  returns.  This  also 
was  no  representation,  nor  any  thmg  like  it.  Another 
set  of  boroughs  and  towns  claimed  to  themselves  the 
right  of  bringing  their  votes  to  market.  They  had  no 
other  market,  no  other  property,  and  no  other  stake  io 
the  country,  than  the  property  and  price  which  they 
procured  fdr  their  votes*  Such  boroughs  were  ihe  most 
dangerous  of  all  others.  So  far  from  consulting  the  in- 
terests of  their  country  in  the  choice  which  they  made, 
they  held  out  their  borough  to  the  b&^t  purchaser  ;  and^ 
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in  iact,  some  of  them  belonged  more  to  the  nabob  of 
Arcot,  than  they  did '  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 
They  were  towns  and  boroughs  more  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Carnatic,  than  the  limits  of  the  etnpire  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  it  was  a  fact  pretty  well  known,  and 
generally  understood,  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot  had  no 
less  than  seven  or  eight  members  in  that  house.  Such 
boroughs  were  manifestly  .sources  of  corruption :  they 
gave  rise  to  an  tnundiUion  of  corrupt  wealth,  and 
corrupt  members,  by  which  no  interest  of  the  people  of 
this  country  was  promoted;  and  such  boroughs  ought 
to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  remark,  that  there  was  no  man 
in  that  house  who  had  more  reverence  for  the  consti- 
tution, and  more  respect,  even  for  its  vestiges,  than 
himself.  But  he  was  afhiid,  that  the  reverence,  and 
the  enthusiasm,  which  Englishmen  entertained  for  the. 
constitution,  would,  if  not  suddenly  prevented,  be  the 
means  of  destroying  it ;  for  such  was  their  enthusiasm, 
that  they  would  not  even  remove  its  defects,  for  fear  <^ 
touching  its  beauty.  He  admired  the  one  so  much,  so 
great  was  hb  reverence  for  the  beauties  of  that  constitu- 
tion, that  he  wished  to  remove  those  defects,  as  he  clcarl/ 
perceived  that  they  were  defects,  which  altered  the  ra<» 
dical  principles  of  the  constitution ;  and,  therefore,  it 
would  not  be. innovation,  but  recovery  of  constitution^ 
to  remove  them.  That  a  reform  of  the  present  parlia« 
mentary  representation  was  indispensably  necessary,  was 
the  sentiment  of  some  of  the  first  and  greatest  charac- 
ters in  the.kingdom ;  and  he  should  also  take  the  liberty 
to  observe  that  he  well  knew  it  to  be  the  sentiment  of 
his  much  honoured  father,  the  late  earl  of  Chatham^ 
His  lordship  was  firmly  of  opinion,  that  a  reform  of 
the  repT^tentadon  was  absolutely  requisite  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the. liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country.  He 
concluded  with  moving,  **  That  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  representation 
in  parliament,  and  to  report  to  the  house  their  observa« 
tions  thereon." 


On  the  satne, 

tit  dedftf^d  that  he  felt  senlatloM  of  awe  tsid  diffi* 

bulty^  of  embarrassment  and  diffidehce^  when  he  rose  to 

take  into  consideration  a  topie  so  wei^ty  as  that  of  the 

principles  of  a  constittttion^  which  was  alike  the  tenvy 

and  admiration  of  the  world;    He  was  deeply  conscious 

bf  the  difficulty  of  the  task  which  he  had  undertaken. 

He  beheld  the  constitutixm  of  his  country  with  Wonder 

ind  gratitude^    It  liestowcd  upon  Eng^llshmen  pririlege^ 

so  dear  and  valuable,  so  advant^eous  and  dignified,  that 

fhey  were  beyond  the  resich  of  the  subjects  of  any  odier 

nation.    There  was  not  on  the  surface  of  die  gjiobe  a 

form  of  government  which  could  be  compared  with  it^ 

iind  which  was  so  neariy  allied  to  tiie  perfection  of  free- 

0otn.    He  was  not  presumptuous  enoi^h  to  think  of  by* 

in^  violent  hands  on  a  constitution  so  pure  and  so  worthy 

Of  veneration.    He  meam  not  to  display  any  mark  of  a 

hiad  and  visionaiy  seal,  by  attempting  an  innovation  on 

fi^at  our  micestors  had  purchased  at  so  great  an  ezpence 

of  blood  lind  treasure,  and  had  delivered  to  os  as  the 

itiost  sacred  of  all  trusts.      His  wish  was  infinitjely  dif- 

ibtient.    He  desired  to  restore  the  true  spirit  to  our  con- 

Stitution,  and  to  bring  it  back  to  that  stability  and  vigour 

whifih  time  ahd  changes,  accident  and  events,  had  con« 

tfibuted  to  enfeeble  and  diminish. 

•  The  state  of  parliamentary  represematioit  was  partial 

and  inadec]uate.    The  progress  of  an  undue  influence 

fvas  alarming  and  ouHnous.     The  nrue  spirit  of  liberqr 

liad  decayed.     The  poiwtrs  of  check  and  control  m  the 

difiereftt  branches  of  the  government  were  debilitated. 

lliere  were  clamours  without  doors  (  and  in  search  of  a 

fit  remedy  to  our  grievances,  an  airy  ^[leculation  went 

faith,  and  engendered  visions  ahd  chimeras.    Ideas  of 

tefomi  impracticable  add  romantic  were  conceived,  and 

were  fortunately  desdned  to  die  away  in  the  bands  of 

their  inventors.     In  what  he  was  about  to  propose,  be 

was  animated  with  a  sincere  passion  to  promote  the  proa- 


peritjr  df  this  coniitiy.     tie  begged,  therefore,  to  bft 
heard  with  dispassiofi  and  without  prejudice. 

The  measure  he  tneatit  to  propose,  was  not  designed 
to  gratify  ^njr  particular  Ascription  of  men«  But  he 
believed  it  would  tend  essentially  to  cure  the  grievance 
in  view,  to  calm  the  minds  of  the  public,  and  to  revive 
the  true  spirit  of  the  (Constitution,  without  opening  too 
Ivide  a  door  for  experiments  and  innovation.  The  con* 
Stitution  of  England  consisted,  of  three  estates,  each  of 
which  had  its  peculiar  and  separate  prerogatives.  These 
diflerent  prerogatives,  notwithstanding,  co-operated  to- 
gether  in  tlie  preservation  of  the  empire ;  and,  though 
seemingly  discordant,  united  in  matters  of  high  conse^- 
quence  and  moment.  The  equipoise  of  these  estates, 
was  adjusted  with  great  nicety,  and  while  it  kept  its 
centre,  the  constitution  would  necessarily  be  productive 
of  liberty.  From  the  advances,  however,  of  corruption, 
and  the  progress  of  exertions  of  influence,  it  was  univer- 
sally known  and  acknowledged  that  the  house  of  com* 
moils  had  departed  from  the  original  spirit  and  rules  of 
the  constitution,  and  that  the  people  of  England  com- 
plained with  reason  and  justice,  that  there  subsisted  not 
oetween  them  and  their  representatives  that  strict  torn* 
inunity  of  interest  and  language  which  ought  invariably 
to  have  prevailed. 

For  this  disease  it  was  necessary  to  seek  for  a  remedy. 
A  variety  of  schemes  had  been  pointed  out  as  adequate 
and  practicable  ;  but  they  illustrated  rather  the  zeal  than 
the  wisdom  of  those  who  had  formed  them.  An  idea 
had  beert  entertained  by  some  of  an  equal  and  universal 
representation.  This  idea  appeared  to  him  to  be  wild, 
txtravagant,  and  impracticable.  It  involved  an  endless 
inultitude  of  contradictions,  and  would  lead  to  a  system 
^f  oppression  and  tyranny.  They  must  not  give  way  to 
^ucb  vague  thewies  No  alteration  should  be  made  upon 
the  constitution,  but  with  the  most  wary  jealousy,  and  the 
niost  Wakeful  suspicion.  The  measure  he  had  to  pro- 
teose was  gentle,  moderate,  and  safe.     He  would  throw 
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it,  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  into  the  form  of  resolutioos  ; 
and  he  beg^d  that  they  might  not  be  rejected  without  a 
due  discussion.  The  main  or  chief  object  of  them  was 
an  augmentation  of  the  numbers  of  tne  house  of  com-* 
mons,  by  the  addition  of  county  members,  and  members 
for  the  metropolis.  Such  members  he  stated  as  the  least 
liable  to  impurity  and  corruption,  and  as  those  whom 
the  people  regarded  with  the  greatest  confidence.  An 
Siddition  of  this  sort  would,  of  consequence,  establish  a 
greater  community  and  power  of  interests  between  that 
house 'and  the  people,  and  would  operate  to  the  extinc* 
tion  of  those  doubts  and  jealousies  which  prevailed  with- 
out doors  of  improper  influence  and  corrupt  motives.  It 
would  at  the  same  time  be  a  means  of  supporting  every 
honest  administration,  by  checkingthose  fluctuations  of  go« 
vemment  which  had  abounded  so  much  of  late,  and  which 
foreign  nations  deemed  so  disgraceful  to  this  country. 

It  was  his  opinion,  that  an  addition  should  be  made  of 
at  least  one  hundred  county  members;  yet  if  it  should 
be  contended  that  two  additional  members  for  each 
county  was  sufficient,  he  should  think  that  the  acqui- 
sition of  that  point,  though  only  a  partial  application  of 
bis  proposition,  would  H>e  a  considerable  improvement 
of  the  constitution.  With  regard  to  what  were  termed 
the  rotten  boroughs,  he  did  not  wish*  to  destroy  their 
rights.  For  the  arbitrary  disfranchibing  of  any  electors 
was  a  stroke  of  tyranny  and  injustice.  But  he  esteemed 
it  right,  that  where  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  such  bo- 
roughs were  convicted  of  corruption,  a  ground  of  dis- 
franchisement should  be  opened  against  them.  That 
the  innocent,  however,  might  not  suffer  with  the  guilty, 
he  accounted  it  expedient  that  the  virtuous  minorities  ii 
such  boroughs  should  be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  counties 
where  the  disfranchised  boroughs  were  situated.  There 
could  be  no  better  method  of  preserving  boroughs  from 
corruption. 

He  had  three  resolutions  to  submit  to  delibetation. 
The  first  he  imagined  would  be  assented  to  with  little 
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hesitation.  Of  the  success  of  the  second,  he  enter- 
tained sanguine  hopes  ;  and  concerning  the  third,  he 
observed,  that  though  it  might  meet  with  opposition, 
he  was  disposed  to  believe  that  it  was  founded  in  rea- 
son and  propriety.  -  These  resolutions  were  of  the  fol- 
lowing import.  *M.  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
house,  that  measures  were  highly  nesessaiy  to  be  taken 
for  the  farther  prevention  of  bribery  and  expence  at 
elections.  2.  That  for  the  future,  when  the  majority  of 
voters  for  any  borough  shall  be  convicted  of  gross 
and  notorious  corruption  before  a  select  committee  of 
that  house,  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  any  election, 
such  borough  should  be  disfranchised,  and  the  mino- 
rity of  voters  not  so  convicted  should  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  the  county  in  which  such  borough  shall  be  situ- 
ated. 3.  That  an  addhion  of  knights  of  the  shire,  and 
of  representatives  of  the  metropoUs,  should  be  added  to 
the  state  of  the  representation.*' 

Mr.  Pitt  observed,  that  if  he  should  succeed  inlhese 
resoluxions,  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon 
their  repsective  principles;  and  that  it  would  then  be 
proper  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  the  precise  number  of 
the  new  knights  of  the  shire,  and  of  the  other  regulations 
and  restrictions  which  might  be  useful  and  expedient. 


MR.POWYS, 

Insisted  that  the  grievance  should  be  pointed  out 
and  explained,  before  any  alteration  should  be  made  in 
the  constitution  of  the  house.  Ideas  of  reform  so 
extravagant  had  gone  abroad,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
proceed  m  ith  the  greatest  caution.  He  talked  with  ridi- 
cule of  the  duke  of  Richmond's  scheme  of  universal 
representation  ;  and  declared  that  the  noble  reft^mer 
W«ing  filled  with  the   grandeur   of  his  subject,  dis^ 


dained  to  regard  tte  narrow  Umita  of  pract)QabiKt|rf 
He  asserted,  that  the  people  oi  England  felt  no  real  griey^ 
ance;  but  that  their  passions  had  been  excited  by  in^ 
cendiaries»  who  had  been  sent  into  the  different  cpuntiea 
to  promote  the  business  of  petitioniqg  for  a  reforn^  of 
fiarliament*  But  though  petitions  had  been  transmitted 
requesting  a  reform,  yet  they  made  no  specific  charges  of 
criminality  or  grievance. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  ancient  tinies,  when  our 
constitution  was  virtuous,  and  an  anxious  wish  wa^ 
expressed,  that  the  true  spirit  <^  our  government 
ahould  be  restored  He  was  however'  at  a  loss  to 
recollect  the  period  when  there  exii^ted  a  virtuous 
and  uncorrupted  representation*  Under  what  prince, 
and  in  what  sera,  were  we  to  look  for  those  iifippVt 
those  chaste*  those  halcyon  days  t  The  country  might 
indeed  labour  under  a  disease  ;  but  he  wished  that  be^ 
fore  the  physicians  should  prescribe  for  it  they  would 
establish  and  explain  its  prognostics.  The  CQn$titut)on 
had  lasted  lon^,  and  he  believed  it  would  last  much 
longer,  unless  it  was  tampered  with.  Politicians  might 
be  compared  to  quacks ;  and  in  the  present  case  thtit 
behaviour  was  not  moce  absturd  than  that  of  the  doc« 
tor,  who,  meeting  in  the  street  a  lame  man,  should  $ay  to 
him,  '^  Good  God,  sir>  how  came  you  by  that  leg — ^It 
is  shorter  than  the  other — I  ponder  how  you  walk 
with  it?"  The  lame  man  might  naturally  enough  reply, 
**  I  was  bom  with  my  leg  in  this  condition.  The  infir- 
mity is  a  natural  one,  and  does  not  prevent  me  from  doing 
my  duty  as  a  citizen,  churchwarden,  clergyman*  or  mill* 
tia  oficer.  I  can  walk,  dance,  and  jump*  notwithstimd- 
ing  my  lameness ;  and  have  been  able  to  do  so  tbes9 
twenty  years."  **  Your  case,  however  (resumes  the 
quack)  is  critical  and  unseemly.  I  must  take  you  under 
my  direction.  I  must  break  your  leg  in  order  to'cure  it." 
In  this  light,  he  confessed,  the  resolutions  which  had 
been  read  struck  his  understanding.  It  was  ridiculous 
to  offisr  advice  and  remedies  where  they  were  neither 
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asked  for  nor  wanted.  To  give  way  to  jeaIou3»ea  on  the 
subject  of  representation,  was  to  court  difficulties  with- 
out necessity ;  and  to  new  model  the  hbric  of  our  li- 
berties,  was  to  sport  with  a  trust  the  most  invaluable. 
He  professed  himself  to  be  as  independent  as  any  mail 
could  be  ;  his  love  of  his  country  was  sincere  and  strong ; 
and  he  was  ready  to  sacrifice  his  life  for  its  support.  But 
he  would  by  no  means  consent  to  involve  the  kingdom  in 
danger  from  a  vain  expectation  of  advantages,  or  from 
a  preposterous  indulgence  in  hopes  that  were  never  to 
be  realized. 


MR.  T.  PITT. 


IjfTiMATBn  Ins  dread  of  changes,  and  an  appreheasioft 
lest  any  encouragement  should  be  given  to  those  im* 
practicable  plans  of  reform  which  were  floating  on  the 
public.  He  expressed  a  strong  disapprobation  at  the  mad- 
ness of  theorists.  But  though  he  was  an  eneiny  to  visionary 
speculations,  he  was  friendly  to  reforms  upon  constitu- 
tional principles ;  and  he  could  not  but  bestow  his  assent 
to  resolutions  which  held  forth  specific  remedies  upoa 
practical  grounds.  They  involved  no  new  principles, 
rescinded  no  ancient  rights  arbitrarily,  and  established 
no  dangerous  precedents.  The  coun^  members  were 
no  doubt  the  most  respectable  part  of  the  representatives 
of  tlie  people  ;  and  it  would  certainly  be  an  improve- 
ment on  tlie  constitution  to  augment  their  number.  He 
acknowledged,  however,  that  die  measure  should  be 
cautiously  carried  into  execution;  and  that  the  angmenu 
tatioo  of  new  knights  should  not  be  too  great.  The 
constitution  was  a  system  so  nice  and  so  complicated, 
that  its  mechanism  required  to  be  touched  with  the 
greatest  skill.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  resolutiions 
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]x>inted  at  an  increase  of  members  that  would  render 
the  house  of  commons  too  bulky  and  unwieldy  for  busi- 
ness, k  seemed  to  him  that  the  addition  of  one  mem* 
ber  to  each  county  in  England  and  Wales  was  suffieienL 
To  overshoot  the  mark  would  tend  to  mischief  and  cala- 
mity. He  admired  the  limited  monarchy  under  which 
we  lived;  and  he  could  desire  nothing  more  anxiously 
than  that  all  its  checks  should  remain  unimpaired.  Tliere 
wa»  danger  in  giving  too  much  power  to  the  people,  as 
well  as  to  the  prince.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  him  to  ebstm 
that  the  resolution  did  not  meddle  with  the  bui^ge 
tenures ;  for  these  he  considered  as  fortresses  against 
the  influence  of  the  minister.  Yet  from  the  peculiarity 
of  hb  situation  he  was  sensible  that  by  this  opimon  he 
would  expose  himself  to  the  charge  of  selfishness.  As 
a  proof  however  of  his  sincerity,  he  was  ready  to  make 
a  voluntary  sacrifice  of  his  borough  to  save  the  rest.  It 
was  of  little  consequence  to  the  nation  whether  he  or 
his  posterity  should  have  a  seat  in  the  house  of  commons, 
provided  the  constitution  should  be  confirmed  in  its 
strength  and  purity. 


LORD  NORTH* 


Considered  the  mere  touch  of  so  venerable  a  fii- 
bric  as  the  constitution,  though  for  the  purpose  of  amend- 
ing it,  to  be  a  matter  of  dread  and  apprchendon.  It 
was  Impossible  to  conceive  an  attempt  of  a  more  deli- 
cate nature.  It  was  to  tamper  with  a  fabric  which  was 
the  boast  of  Britons,  and  the  admiration  of  nations.  It 
became  Englishmen  to  pause  and  to  reflect  deeply  be- 
fore they  entered  upon  so  awful  an  undertaking.  The 
idea  that  the  constitution  was  disordered,  was  a  fimcy  ; 
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and  to  treat  it  as  diseased,  without  any  evidence  of  the 
distemper,  was  a  phrenzy. 

He  called  for  proofs  of  any  weakness  th^t  required  to 
be  repaired.  Of  real  and  consuming  disorders  he  had 
heard  nothing.  Undue  influence  and  corruption  were 
indeed  great  evib  ;  but  they  were  natural  and  unavoid- 
able* lie  deplored  them  as  misfortunes  and  calamities ; 
but  they  cauld  not  be  effectually  guarded  against,  any 
more  than  convulsions  and  earthquakes.  He  saw  no 
reason  for  complying  with  the  resolutions.  The  sense 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  £ngland  was  not  con- 
tained in  the  petitions  which  had  come  from  a  few  coun* 
ties  and  boroughs.  Even  the  sense  of  the  counties  and 
boroi^hs  which  had  sent  petitions,  was  not  expressed  in 
them.  The  petitions  were  framed  and  subscribed  through 
the  hot  zeal  and  the  passionate  folly  of  individuab  wno 
had  been  seized  with  the  disease  of  reformation.  He 
would  not  vote  for  the  addition,  of  a  hundred  knights, 
nor  for  fifty^  nor  for  one.  Those  who  were  fond  of  be- 
ginning innovations  should  look  forward  to  the  point  at 
which  they  were  to  terminate.  Innovation,  like  the  gra* 
vity  of  a  weight  in  sinking,  once  begun,  would  carry  all 
before  it.  Destruction  and  ruin  would  ensue.  To  seek 
a  remedy  when  there  was  no  disease,  was  itself  a  dis- 
temper. When  the  puny  voice  of  a  few  discontented 
individuals  breaks  in  upon  the  tranquillity  of  a  vast  and 
contented  multitude,  it  is  difficult  to  repress  an  emotiom 
of  indignation  or  scorn.  The  balance  of  the  consti- 
tution would  be  infringed  and  violated  by  the  addition 
of  meibbers  for  the  counties.  It  would  give  a  decided 
superiority  to  the  landed  interest  over  the  commerciaL 
It  would  tarnish  the  4>eauty  of  the  house  of  commons, 
^hicb,  like  the  general  fabric  of  the  British  legislature, 
provides  and  preserves  a  due  pcHse  between  the  great 
interests  of  die  empire ;  the  landed,  the  commercial^ 
Md  the  monied.  They  were  not  the  deputies,  but  the 
"^presentativcs  of  the  people.  They  were  to  be  go- 
verned  by  their  own  discretion;  and  not  by  humours  an4 
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&cti(m»  They  must  not  sacrifice  the  vellenble  paHa* 
dium  which  ages  has  sanctified,  because  there  had  araen 
a  wild  spirit  of  project ;  a  spirit  which  had  no  real  foun- 
dation, and  which  was  only  supp(»ted  by  declanation 
and  surmise. 

It  was  not  true  that  the  house  of  commons  had  not  a 
full  and  proper  weight.  His  political  life  was  a  proof 
that  it  had.  Before  he  was  honoured  with  office  he  had 
been  in  parliament.  It  was  pailiament  that  made  him 
a  minister.  It  was  among  the  commons  that  he  was  first 
known.  He  came  among  them  without  connection.  It 
was  to  them  that  he  was  indebted  for  his  rise ;  and  they 
had  pulled  him  down.  He  had  been  the  creature  of 
their  opinion  and  their  power:  his  political  career  was 
of  conseouence  a  proof  of  their  independence.  The 
voice  of  tne  commons  was  sufficient  to  remove  whatever 
was  displeasing  to  the  sentiments  and  wishes  of  the 
country ;  and  in  such  a  situation  to  parade  about  a  re- 
formation, was  idle,  unnecessary,  dwgerous,  and  inex<» 
pedienti 

MR.  BEAUFOY, 


CowTEKBED,  that  it  was  unconstitutional  to  treat  with 
contempt  the  petitions  of  the  people.  The  situation  of 
the  times  called  for  a  reform.  The  representation  of  the 
people  was  partial  and  inadequate.  The  theory  of  the 
constitution  acknowledges  general  rights,  but  in  practice 
establishes  incomplete  and  local  privileges.  The  theory 
of  the  constitution  supposes  a  due  connection  between 
the  people  and  their  representatives  5  but  its  practice  de- 
rides altogether  that  connection.  It  is  to  the  want  of 
pn  impartial  and  full  representation  of  the  people  that 
all  the  national  evils  which  hav?  arisen  of  late  vears  were 
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to  be  impoted.  To  this  cause  the  American  war  nnas 
to  be  ascribed  ;  a  contest  in  which  loss  was  certain^  and 
advantage  impossible ;  and  there  grew  out  of  it  the  sys- 
tematic extravagance  in  the  expen&ture  of  public  money» 
and  the  exorbitant  premiums  upon  loans  which  had  so 
unhappiiy  distinguished  modem  tim^s. 

To  establish  a  sameness  of  interest  between  the  peo- 
{de  and  the  house  of  commons  is  the  object  and  principle 
of  tbe  resolutiotis  which  had  been  read ;  and  it  was  an 
improvement  infinitely  to  be  desired.     It  otkts  no  vio-> 
lence  to  the  rights  of  any  description  of  men ;  is  conso- 
nant to  the  genius  '  of  our  constitution ;  and  perfectly 
adequate  to  the  grievance  complained  of.     To  calumni- 
ate  innovation,  and  to  decry  it,  was  preposterous  and 
unwise.     Had  there  never  been  any  innovations  on  the 
conatitution?  Could  it  be  forgotten  for  one  moment,  that 
all  the  advantages,  civil  and  political,  which  we  enjoy  at 
this  hour,  were  in  reality  the  immediate  and  fortunate 
cflfecta  of  innovation  ?  It  was  by  innovations  that  the 
English  constitution  had  grown  and  flourished.     It  was 
by   innovations  that  the  house  of  commons  had  ris- 
en to  importance.    It  was  at  different  asras  that  the  conn- 
ties  and  towns  were  empowered  to  elect  representa- 
tives.    Even  the  office  of  speaker  was  an  innovation  \ 
for  it  was  not  heard  of  till  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  What 
was  more,  the  freedom  of  speech,  which  was  now  va- 
lued so  highly,  was  an  innovation ;  for  there  were  times 
when  no  member  dared  to  give  reign  to  his  sentiments ; 
and  when  his  head  must  have  answered  for  the  boldness 
of  his  tongue.     To  argue  against  innovations  was  to 
argue  against  improvements  of  every  kind.     When  the 
followers  of  Wickliffe  maintained  the  cause  of  humanity 
and   reason    against  absurdity  and  superstition,  "  no 
innovation"  was  the  cr}' ;  and  the  fires  of  persecution 
blazed  over  the  kingdom.     Let  there  be  no  innovation  is 
the   maxim  of  the  ignorant,  the  interested,  and  the 
worthless.    It  is  the  favourite  tenet  of  the  servile  advo- 
pate  of  tyranny.     It  is  the  motto  which  bigotry  has  in- 
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scribed  upon  her  banners.  It  is  the  barrier  that  op- 
poses every  improvement,  political,  civil,  and  rdigious* 
To  reprobate  all  innovations  on  the  constituuon  is  to 
suppose  that  it  is  perfect.  But  perfection  was  not  its 
attribute,  either  in  the  Saxon  or  Norman  times.  It  is  not 
its  attribute  in  the  present  moment.  In  former  ages  its 
defects  have  been  remedied  with  advanta^  ;  and  is  no 
£u-ther  care  to  be  extended  to  it  f  While  it  is  distant  from 
perfection,  it  is  right  to  make  it  approach  to  it.  Altera* 
tions  are  perpetually  necessary  in  every  constitation ;  for 
the  government  should  be  accommodated  to  the  times^ 
the  circumstances  of  which  are  ever  changing.  Whea 
the  Stuarts  ascended  the  throne,  the  circumstances  of 
the  times  and  the  disposition  of  the  people  called  for 
alterations.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  that  family  to  op* 
pose  itself  to  these  circumstances  and  tliat  disposition. 
The  consequences  were  fatal  to  it.  Our  situation  re* 
quired  the  remedies  which  were  prescribed.  The  pro« 
posed  resolutions  were  salutary.  They  were  the  proper 
means  to  invigorate  a  constitution  which  had  run  to  de- 
cay ;  and  they  were  the  only  security  which  could  be 
obtained  against  the  profligacy  of  the  times,  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  people,  and  the  ambition  of  the  crown^. 


DUKE  OF  RICHMOND. 


On  a  motion    concerning  the  putting    the  Seals   int0 

Commission^ 

He  was  sensible,  that  there  were  men  by  whom  every 
proposition  for  a  reform  would  be  ridiculed  as  a  theory 
and  a  chimera.  But  allowing  their  fullest  weight  to  such 
sort  of  ai^uments,  he  was  convinced  that  there  were 

*  I  do  not  recollect  more  smartness  of  debate  shewn  any  where 
lUian  in  this  and  the  preceding  speech* 
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such  things  as  original  principles  ;  and  that  there  could 
not  be  any  impropriety  in  resorting  to  these,  when  the 
constitution  was  threatened  with  encroachments  and 
danger. 

He  considered  that  parliament,  when  corrupted,  was 
tbe  most  powerful  instrument  to  destroy  the  constitution. 
The  next  instrument,  both  with  regard  to  power  and 
danger,  was  the  corruption  of  the  judges.  To  the  topic 
of  the  independency  of  the  judges,  his  thoughts  had  been 
drawn  very  forcibly  by  the  consideration  of  the  com* 
mission  into  which  the  great  seal  had  lately  been  put. 
He  meant  nothing  personal  to  lord  Loughborough,  nor 
to  the  other  judges  who  were  the  commissioners  for  its 
custody.  It  was  the  measure,  and  not  the  men,  which 
had  employed  his  reflections. 

It  was  a  point  not  to  be  disputed,  that  the  indepen- 
dency of  the  judges  was  a  matter  in  which  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  kingdom  was  sensibly  interested.  The  up- 
rightness and  integrity  of  men  who  judged  of  the  property 
ami  the  lives  of  the  subjects  of  England,  were  qualities 
which  were  indisputably  necessary  for  the  security  of  the 
public,  and  for  the  equal  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the 
land.  This  position,  so  strong  in  itself,  and  so  obvious, 
was  well  illustrated  in  our  history.  In  early  times,  the 
judges  were  jsolely  dependent  on  the  pleasure  of  the 
crown.  Antecedently  to  the  revolution,  they  were  cre- 
ated and  deposed  at  the  will  of  the  sovereign.  After  that 
great  event,  they  were  understood  to  hold  their  situa- 
tions while  they  could  execute  their  duty  with  integrity. 
But  prior  to  the  demise  of  the  late  king,  doubts  came 
to  be  entertained  whether  the  commissions  of  the  judges 
did  not  expire  with  the  sovereign  who  granted  them.  To 
these  doubts,  an  end  was  put  by  an  act  of  George  III. 
which  declared,  that  they  should  continue  constantly  in 
office,  and  be  removeable  only  for  crimes,  with  the  ex- 
ception, that  an  address  of  both  houses  of  parliament 
to  the  crown,  should  operate  their  degradation.  From 
this  act,  which  gave  a  validity  to  their  commissions  dur- 
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ing^  their  lives,  whU#  their  behaviour  was  proper ;  and 
from  an  act  of  King  WiUiam,  which  declared  that  their 
salaries  should  be  fixed  and  ascertained  ;  it  was  under« 
stood,  that  in  a  free  country,  they  ought  to  be  above 
every  idea  of  dependence.  For  without  the  enjoyment 
of  known  and  determuied  salaries,  and  without  com- 
fnissions  for  life,  they  could  not  with  any  propriety 
be  considered  as  independent.  Of  late  years,  however, 
the  spirit  of  these  laws,  was  invaded  ;  and  additions  had 
occasionally  been  made  to  the  salaries  of  some  of  the 
judges,  'l^hest  partial  additions  were  alarming,  as  they 
flowed  from  the  crown:  For  if  an  addition  of  a  thou- 
sand or  two  thousand  pounds  a  year  could  be  Hiade  to 
one  judge,  it  might  be  profiered  to  all,  and  accepted  by 
them  ;  and  thus  the  judges,  who  ought  to  be  indqiend- 
ent«  would  become  the  obedient  vassals  of  the  prero- 
gative. 

There  were  two  methods  of  governing  men,  and  of 
making  them  dependent.  They  were  directed  by  their 
fears  and  their  hopes.  Now  the  acts  of  king  William 
and  of  George  III.  had  taken  away  the  fears  of  the 
judges  ;  for  the  will  or  pleasure  of  die  crown  could  not 
remove  them,  except  for  crimes.  But  if  their  hopes 
were  not  destroyed  as  well  as  their  fears,  the  work  of 
their  independency  was  but  half  atchiev^d.  From  the 
consideration  of  this  circumstance,  he  had  been  prompted 
to  submit  te  the  peers  the  commission  lately  issued  to 
three  lords,^  entrusting  them  With  the  care  of  the  great 
seal.  It  was  obvious,  that  the  judges  in  that  comnus- 
sion  had  been  selected  by  favour,  and  not  by  seniority. 
This  of  itself  was  a  peculiarity  that  was  suspicious.  But 
farther,  the  emoluments  which  accrued  to  the  holders 
of  the  great  sesU  were  extensive  ;  and  these,  with  the 


*  Ri^ht  hon.  lord  Loughborough,  lord  chief  ju&tice  of  his  majeft- 
ty's  court  of  Common  Pleas  ;  sir  William  lienry  Ashhurst,  one  of 
the  justices  of  his  majesty's  court  of  King's  Bench  ;  and  sir  BeaumonW 
Jlotham,  one  of  the  barons  of  his  majesty's  court  of  Exchequer. 
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super-addition  of  the  sallaries  enjoyed  by  the  commist  "^ 
sioners  as  judges,  gave  them  advantages  which  were 
certainly  improper  and  dangerous.  For  future  judges 
might  expect  them  t  they  might  indulge  in  the  hope  of 
them ;  make  advances  to  facilitate  their  hopes ;  and  lay- 
ing  aside  their  independence^  bask  tinder  the  influence 
of  the  crown. 

Nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  mind  than  to 
make  any  insinuation  to  the  prejudice  of  the  present 
commissioners  of  the  great  seal^  It  became  him  to  say 
of  them,  and  of  the  judges  in  general,  that  there  never 
was  upon  the  bench  a  set  of  men  so  incorrupt,  so  able, 
and  so  deserving.  Their  characters  were  not  eiposed 
to  impeachments  of  any  kind.  From  the  present  com* 
mission  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend*  It  was  the  ex^ 
ample  that  affected  him.  He  foresaw  the  consequences 
that  must  inevitably  follow  the  prevalence  of  such  a 
practice.  He  dreaded  them  ;  and  every  friend  to  tha 
constitution  ought  to  dread  them. 

Of  the  evil  complained  of  he  was  certain  ;  but  he  didi 
not  know  how  to  point  out  a  remedy  for  it.  But  this 
was  no  reason  why  the  matter  should  not  be  inquired 
into.  In  one  of  die  old  commissions,  three  lay-lords 
had  been  joined  with  the  master  of  the  rolls  for  the  time 
being.  In  another,  serjeant  Maynard,  and  other  ser« 
jeants,  had  been  the  commissioners.  It  was  difficult  to 
say  what  class  of  men  ought  most  naturally  to  aspire  to 
the  distinction  of  commissioners ;  but  sure  he  was,  that 
to  select  judges  by  favour  to  sit  in  tais  capacity,  and  to 
bestow  upon  them  the  salaries  and  emoluments  arising 
to  a  lord  chancellor,  was  to  affect  their  independency  in 
a  manner  the  most  material.  If  there  was  any  necessity 
for  choosing  judges  to  be  commissioners,  and  if  it  was 
possible  for  them  to  have  leisure  from  the  business  of 
their  own  courts  to  exercise  this  new  and  important  duty, 
let  them  do  it  without  any  additional  sall^ry  or  perquisite. 

There  were  also  other  methods  by  which  the  hopes 
of  the  judges  were  excited,  and  from  which  he  was 
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equally  averse^  The  granting,  for  example,  of  com- 
missions similar  to  that  under  which  the  present  chief 
justice  of  the  king's  bench  sat  as  speaker  of  the  house 
c^  lords,  appeared  to  him  to  be  highly  exceptionable.  It 
was  well  known  to  him,  that  the  commission  of  the  no- 
ble earl  was  not  a  hew  one,  but  of  an  old  date.  Still, 
however,  that  method  of  reward  seemed  addressed  to 
the  hopes  of  judges.  It  tended  to  submit  them  to  a 
dependence  on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  crown.  It 
was  a .  contradiction  t&  the  idea,  that  judges  ought  to 
have  stated  and  fixed  sallaries,  and  ought  to  be  secure  in 
their  independence. 

He  acknowledged  that  his  feelings  were  assailed  by 
another  circumstance ;  and  he  conceived  it  to  be  hazard- 
ous that  judges  should  at  all  sit  in  the  house  of  peers. 
He  desired  not  to  say  that  the  highest  honours  which 
the  crown  had  to  confer,  should  not  be  opened  to  the  law 
as  well  as  to  every  other  honourable  profession.  But  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  while  lawyers  sat  on  the  bench  as 
judges,  they  should  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  the 
privileges  of  peers.  They  ought  not  to  sit  to  debate  and 
to  vote  in  the  house  of  peers.  Those  whose  business  it  was 
to  expound  the  law,  ought  not  to  act  as  legislators.  The 
opinion  of  president  Montesquieu,  who  had  studied  with 
care  the  English  constitution,  ought  to  have  weight  on 
this  subject.  It  was  so  remarkably  to  the  point,  that 
he  would  quote  it.  That  great  man  observes,  "  When 
the  legislative  and  executive  powers  are  united  in  the 
same  person,  or  in  the  same  body  of  magistrates,  there 
can  be  no  liberty ;  because  apprehensions  may  arise  lest 
the  same  monarch  or  senate  should  enact  tyrannical 
laws  to  execute  them  in  a  tyrannical  manner.  No  liberty 
can  exist,  if  the  judiciary  power  be  not  separated  from 
the  legislative  and  the  executive.  Were  it  joined  with 
the  legislative,  the  life  and  liberty  of  the  subject  would 
be  exposed  to  arbitrary  control :  for  the  judge  would 
be  then  the  legislator.  Were  it  joined  to  the  executive 
power,  the  judge  might  behave  with  violence  and  op. 
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prtssiori.'*  There  was  another  authority  to  which  he 
would  appeal,  and  of  which  the  value  would  not  be  con-> 
troverted.  **  Nothing,  (according  to  Mr,  Blackstone,)  is 
more  to  be  avoided  m  a  free  constitution,  than  uniting 
Che  provinces  of  a  judge  and  a  minister." 

He  confessed  that  these  testimonies  had  great  weight 
with  him;  and  they  could  not  but  impress,  him  with  the 
greater  force,  when  he  considered  the  very  slender  and 
extraordinary  ground  on  which  the  judges  were  excluded 
from  sitting  in  the  other  house  of  parliament,  Thoir 
exclusion  did  not  rest  upon  any  law  or  act  of  parliaip^nt. 
It  was  the  consequence  of  a  single  resolution  ot  the  house 
of  commons.  If  the  impropriety  then  of  their  sitting  ii) 
the  one  house  was  so  easily  admitted,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive why  there  should  be  much  diiBculty  in  allowing  it 
with  regard  to  the  other.  To  sit  among  the  peers,  and 
to  act  as  politicians,  was  inconsistent  with  the  character 
of  judges.  Nor  was  this  all.  For  if  lord  chancellors 
and  lords  commissioners  were  to  sit  as  peers,  they  must 
deliberate  upon  their  own  decrees,  and,  as  it  were,  try 
themselves*  Iq  an  idea  of  this  sort,  there  was  every 
thing  that  was  most  irrational.  It  had  been  boasted  of 
by  lord  Hardwicke,  that  though  he  had  sat  upon  the 
woolsack  during  a  long  period^  not  one  of  his  decrees 
had  been  reversed.  This  assertion,  however,  though 
used  in  triumph,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  fact  that  proved 
too  much,  and  which,  of  consequence,  was  not  properly 
to  be  regarded  as  of  a  complimentary  strain.  Was  it  to 
be  supposed,  that  lord  Hardwicke  was  infallible,  and 
that  in  the  multitude  of  his  determinations  on  the  chao- 
cery  bench,  he  had  never  once  pronounced  an  erroneous 
judgment  ?  Or  was  it  not  more  natural  to  suppose,  that 
the  reason  why  none  of  his  lordship's  decrees  had  been 
reversed  during  his  continuance  on  the  woolsack,  wa^ 
the  great  influence  which  a  chancellor  of  lord  Hard- 
wicke's  abilities  must  ever  possess  in  that  house.  This 
opinion  had  impressed  him  strongly  :  and  it  was  a  con- 
firmation of  it,  that  when  lord  Henley  sat  in  that  housj: 
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as  lord  keeper,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  endure  the 
reversal  of  his  decrees ;  but  that  from  the  time  he  be- 
came  lord  Northington  ;  and  was  created  a  peer,  having 
an  opportunity  of  talking  to  their  lordships  about  his  de* 
crees,  there  was  no  longer  any  reversals  of  them.  In 
all  cases  of  appeal,  a  custom  had  prevailed  to  leave  the 
judgment  to  t^e  law  lords.  The  lay  lords  seldom  inter- 
fered.  That  the  law  lords  should  try  over  again  the 
causes  they  had  adjudged,  was  therefore,  he  imagined^ 
an  impropriety  so  glaring,  that  it  could  not  but  strike 
every  impartial  observer.  The  source  of  justice  ought 
to  be  preserved  with  a  most  scrupulous  purify.  He 
wished,  accordingly,  that  efiectual  measures  were  taken 
for  removing  the  hopes  as  well  as  the  fears  of  judges  ) 
and,  perhaps,  no  method  could  produce  this  purpose  so 
advantageouslv  as  their  confinement  to  their  judgeships* 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  not  anxious  to  narrow  their  in- 
comes. If  their  salaries  were  insufEcient  either  for  their 
dignity  or  their  services,  let  them  be  augmented.  But 
if  any  augmentation  be  given,  let  it  be  fixed  and  net 
variable.  Let  it  not  fluctuate  at  the  pleasure  erf*  the 
crown. 

He  intimated  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move,  that 
a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  in« 
dependency  of  the  judges,  and  into  the  best  means  of  8e<» 
curing  it.  As,  however,  a  naked  vote  of  that  kind 
might  be  deemed  unparliamentary,  he  would  previously 
move,  ^^  That  putting  the  seals  in  commission,  durante 
hene  placiio,  and  appointing  judges  commissioners,  with 
large  salaries  and  perquisites  to  be  received  by  them 
during  the  existence  of  a  commission  originating  in  and 
aolely  dependant  on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  crown, 
tended  to  invalidate  the  act  of  the  ISth  of  king  Wil« 
)iam.'? 
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Objected  to  the  motion  which  had  been  made ;  end 
considered  it  as  containing,  by  implication,  a  violent 
censure  of  the  measure  to  which  it  so  pointedly  alluded. 
He  was  entirely  convinced  that  the  judges  ought  to  be 
independent ;  and  he  eould  not  conceive  that  they  could 
be  secured  more  effectually  against  the  influence  of  the 
crown  than  by  the  methods  which  had  already  been 
adopted  for  that  end. 

To  put  the  seals  in  commission,  was  not  a  new  experi- 
ment. It  had  been  done  repeatedly  without  censure. 
In  the  present  case  it  was  merely  a  temporary  transac* 
tion  ;  and  it  was  not  easy  to  observe  how  it  could  detract 
from  the  independency  of  the  judges.  In  human  af- 
fairs, to  extinguish  the  excitements  of  hope  Would  be  to 
extinguish  the  vigour  of  human  action  and  pursuits.  Be- 
sides,  if  the  argument  were  just,  that  the  hope  of  being 
put  into  a  commission  for  the  great  seal  would  destroy 
the  independency  of  the  judges,  did  it  not  follow,  that 
there  should  be  no  such  places  as  the  chief  justiceships 
of  the  courts  of  the  king's-bench  and  common  pleas  f 
Did  it  not  follow,  that  in  the  exchequer  there  should 
be  no  such  place  as  the  seat  of  the  chief  baron  ?  Did  it 
not  follow,  that  the  most  scrupulous  equality  should  l>e 
maintained  among  judges ;  that  they  should  never  pre- 
sume to  aspire  to  the  peerage ;  and  that  every  high  ho- 
nour in  the  gift  of  the  crown  should  be  industriously 
placed  beyond  their  reach  f  That  he  might  cqipose,  how- 
ever, the  motion,  in  the  most  respectful  manner  to  the 
noble  duke,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 
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Expressed  hi$  surprize,  that  the  noble  duke  should 
have  withdrawn  his  first  resolution,  because  it  was  a 
ground  and  basis  for  the  second,  which  ^^as  now  wan- 
tonly  suspended  in  the  air  ;  for  it  could  not  be  said, 
that  the  smallest  fact  appeared  to  support  it,  or  to 
induce  the  house  to  agree  to  it.  The  withdrawing 
of  the  first  motion  took  Away  every  pretension  for  the 
adoption  of  the  second.  The  evil  complained  of  he 
could  not  but  hold  to  be  imaginary  ;  and  it  was  beneath 
the  dignity  of  the  peers  to  waste  their  time  in  speculating 
upon  it-  He  contended,  that  president  Montesquieu, 
in  the  passage  quoted  by  the  noble  duke,  alluded  not 
expressly  to  the  English  constitution.  That  great  poli- 
tician was  not  so  ignorant  of  the  English  constitution  as 
not  to  know  that  a  judicial  was  blended  with  a  legisla* 
tive  power  in  the  house  of  peers ;  and  that  the  peers 
could  act  occasionally  in  both  capacities.  It  was  also 
to  be  observed,  that  Montesquieu  was  not  fond  of 
changes,  even  when  a  real  grievance  was  discovered.  For 
men,  after  suffering  an  evil,  know  its  extent,  and  are 
accustomed  to  bear  it ;  but  they  know  not  the  operation 
of  the  remedy  that  might  be  prescribed,  and  have  a  title 
to  entertain  apprehensions,  lest  they  might  lose  by  adopt- 
ing it.  That  author  had  likewise  extended  his  ridicule  to 
those  who  were  ever  eager  after  a  refinement  on  freedom  ; 
and  had  diverted  himself  with  Harrington,  who  had 
built  a  Chalcedon  with  a  Byzantium  before  his  eyes.  To 
take  away  from  judges  by  act  of  parliament  the  excite- 
ment of  ambition  and  hope,  would  be  a  stroke  of  the 
vilest  tyranny.  Nor  could  he  reconcile  himself  to  the 
notion,  that  commissions  should  be  filled  with  lay  lords. 
He  never  wished  to  have  a  suit  in  chancery  ;  but  if  that 
misfortune  should  befal  him,  he  should  think  himself 
still  more  unfortunate,  if  the  seals  should  be  in  any  hands 
but  those  of  lawyers. 
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(LORD  LOUGHBOROUGH,) 

(Afterwards  Earl  Rosslyn^  and  Lord  Chancellor^  a  cele* 
brated  Speaker  and  Judge.) 

He  remarked,  that  a  proneness  to  speculation,  and  a 
love  of  change,  had  been  imputed  to  the  noble  duke 
whose  resolutions  had  been  under  discussion.  In  some 
degree  the  observation  might  be  just ;  but  he  thought  it 
inapplicable  in  the  present  case.  The  noble  duke  might 
be  anxious  indeed  to  establish  a  theory  ;  but  the  term 
theory  had  no  sort  of  reference  to  his  motions.  .  Jn  a 
theory  it  is  necessary  to  look  for  something  like  system, 
or  arrangement ;  like  method,  of  design,  or  order.  We 
desiderate  something  that  is  to  be  carried  into  practice ; 
we  expect  the  detection  of  an  error,  and  the  suggestion 
of  an  improvement.  But  the  noble  duke  had  pointed 
out  no  error;  and  was  solicitous  to  engage  them  in  the 
task  of  seeking  a  remedy  for  a  grievance  that  only  ex- 
isted in  his  own  imagination.  He  was  full  of  complaints* 
He  had  yet  ascertained  and  described  no  evil.  He  was 
fond  of  innovation.  He  had  yet  ascertained  and  de* 
scribed  no  remedy.  He  was  profuse  in  impossibilities 
iind  absurdities.  He  assailed  a  practice  which  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  crown  has  repeatedly  exercised,  and  al- 
wa}'S  with  approbation.  He  had  discovered  in  it  no- 
thing that  is  oppressive  to  the  subject ;  and  experience, 
the  infallible  test  of  political  truth,  has  demonstrated 
that  no  inconvenience  can  result  from  it. 

The  noble  duke,  he  observed,  lost  in  the  maze  of 
vague  observation,  and  dreaming  of  unreal  defects,  was 
resolute  to  bear  away  from  the  human  mind  hopes  and 
fears,  which  are  inseparable  from  it,  and  upon  which 
much  of  what  is  valuable  in  it  depends*  The  mind  of 
man  has  indeed  been  represented  in  very  different  lights. 
Bv  some  it  is  conceived  to  be  every  thing  that  is  worthy 
and   ajnniable ;  and  by  others  it  is  represented  as  most 
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worthless  and  wicked.  Such  disquiMtions  are  the  {iro- 
vince  of  moralists ;  and  they  may  have  their  use.  But 
legislators  act  very  indiflferently.  They  do  not  wander 
into  abstract  reasonings ;  they  apply  the  restraints  of  the 
law  to  any  ill  habit  of  the  mind,  as  it  becomes  predomi- 
nant  and  prejudical  to  the  true  and  rational  ends  of  society. 

With  a  wild  spirit  of  project,  the  noble  duke  imagines 
that  the  hope  of  being  promoted  to  a  commission,  which 
is  rarely  necessary,  and  always  of  short  duration,  and  the 
fear  of  being  removed  from  a  situation  so  precarious  and 
uncertain,  may  at  some  time  or  other  affect  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  judges  of  the  crown,  and  operate  as 
ruinous  temptations  to  corruption  and  servility.  From 
the  accession  of  the  illustrious  fimiily  upon  the  throne, 
the  great  seal  has  been  but  four  times  in  commission, 
previously  to  the  present  appointment.  Now  the  noble 
duke  ought  to  have  instanced  from  these,  that  the  judges 
who  acted  under  them  had  acted  improperly.  He  should 
have  shewn,  that  their  independence  or  mtegrity  were 
hurt  by  their  holding  the  great  seal ;  and  if  this  was  im- 
possible, he  ought  to  have  evinced  to  a  certainty,  that 
the  present  commission  was  different  from  the  famer 
ones,  and  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  animadversion.  But 
he  had  been  able  to  collect  no  fact  that  could  justify 
his  conduct.  He  had  no  solid  ground  to  rest  upon ;  and 
he  mounts  up  into  the  .air. 

Every  man  who  loves  the  constitution,  and  who  ve- 
nerates the  laws,  must  desire  infinitely  the  independence 
of  the  judges.  Without  their  independence  there  could 
be  no  equal  or  impartial  administration  of  justice.  For 
their  independence,  there  can  be  but  one  wish  and  one 
sentiment.  But  is  it  to  be  affirmed,  that  this  indepen- 
dence is  wanting?  No.  The  conduct  of  the  judges 
cannot  be  arraigned.  At  this  period  they  have  even 
more  independence  than  they  ever  possessed  at  any 
given  time  since  the  revolution ;  and  it  is  guarded  and 
protected  in  a  manner  the  most  effectual. 

When  a  reference  is  made  to  former  commissioners^ 
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jt  18  fit  to  attend  to  fiictand  experience.  Did  any  of 
them  btiny  an  improper  bias  to  the  crown,  or  could  it 
be  ever  said,  that  their  integrity  received  any  taint  by 
their  having  been  commissioners  ?  In  the  first  of  the 
four  commissions  to  which  he  had  alluded,  there  were 
sir  Jos^h  Jekyll^  lord  chief  baron  Gilbert,  and  lord  Ray- 
mond* Now  could  it  be  said  of  sir  Joseph  Jeykll,  that 
}te  was  pliant. and  accommodating  to  the  crpwn  ?  This 
^oold  be  to  reverse  bis  character  altogether.  His  in* 
flezibi^  was  proverbial.  Could  any  thing  like  a  vile 
subserviency  or  corruption  be  imputed  to  lo^  chief  baron 
<jrilbert,  or  lord  Raymond  ?  The  tooth  of  calumny 
could  not  fittten  upon  them.  Hieir  integrity  and  in? 
dependence  were  as  unshaken  and  unsullied  as  their 
professional  reputations  were  distinguished  and  greats 
To  the  judges  in  the  other  three  commissions,  equal 
]H*aise  was  due  ;  and  so  fiir  was  it  from  being  a  rule, 
that  the  discretion  of  the  crown  should  be  directed  in 
the  selection  of  the  commissioners  by  a  regard  to  seniority 
among  the  puisne  judges,  that  it  so  happened,  that  in 
the  instances  produced,  the  senior  puisne  judge  was  not 
jcalled  to  the  station  of  a  commissioner. 

As  to  the  present  commission,  setting  aside  one  per* 
son,  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  cHose  who  might  speak 
of  it  in  future  times  might  have  a  title  to  pronounce  of 
it  in  the  terms  he  had  employed  with  reeard  to  former 
commissioners*  It  had  indeed  exbted  only  a  short  time. 
An  enlightened  public,  however,  and  a  learned  bar, 
would  judge  impartially  and  correcdy  of  its  conduct. 
As  an  individual,  it  became  him  to  answer  only  for  his 
industry,  and  for  the  intentions  which  he  felt  to  discharge 
with  fidelity  the  duties  of  his  commission.  He  was 
called  to  act ;  and  it  was  the  province  of  others  to  judge 
of  him. 

The  noble  duke  had  glanced  at  the  augmentation  which 
his  majesty  had  been  pleased  to  make  to  the  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  common  pleas,  since 'he  had  the  honour  to 
sustain  that  office.    This  allusion  was  indecent|  and  \k* 
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longed  not  to  the  subject  under  discus^on*  If  the  po*- 
fion  who  now  held  the  office  were  alone  considered,  the 
augmentation  might  perhaps  be  beyond  his  desert.  But 
if  Uie  nature  and  rank  and  duties  of  the  office  were  con- 
^dered,  he  believed  that  no  dispassionate  man  would 
pronounce  that  it  was  too  large.  Was  it  not  right  to 
secure  the  integrity  and  independence  of  a  station  so 
important  as  that  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  conunoa 
pleas?  When  he  had  agreed  to  accept  that  honour, 
he  quitted  a  very  lucrative  situation  in  the  profession ; 
and  he  was  given  to  understand,  that  its  appointments 
were  to  be  made  permanently  equal  to  uhat  every  im- 
partial men  felt  to  be  proper  for  it.  Under  this  as« 
surance,  he  had  accepted  the  high  honour  which  was 
offered  to  him ;  leaving  the  office  which  he  then  held, 
and  renouncing  all  the  advantages  attending  the  practice 
of  bis  prpfession.  It  is  an  observation,  that  what  may 
be  done  at  any  time  is  very  apt  to  be  delayed.  It  hap- 
pened  that  he  continued  in  office  nearly  a  year  and  a 
naif  before  he  either  knew  what  the  appointments  actually 
-were,  or  received  any  part  of  his  salary.  At  length  the 
extent  of  the  augmentation  was  ascertained*  But  this 
augmentation  was  not  personally  and  individually  to  him 
while  he  held  the  place  of  chief  justice.  The  appoint- 
ment was  not  particular  and  partial.  It  was  annexed  to 
the  chief  justice  of  the  common  pleaSi  and  was  togQ 
to  his  3t^ccessors» 


MR.  FLOOD, 


In  reply  to  Mr.  Grattan. 

To  the  invective  of  Mr.  Grattan  it  was  replied  by  his 
antagonist,  that  every  naember  of  the  house  could  bear 
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witness  to  the  infirmity  he  had  mentioned,  and  that  it 
showed  litde  candour  to  make  a  nocturnal  attack  upon 
that  infirmity.  But  he  was  not  afraid  to  meet  the  right 
honourable  member  at  anytime,  or  upon  any  ground. 
He  would  stand  poorly  in  his  own  estimation,  and  in  his 
country's  opinion,  if  he  did  not  stand  far  above  him.  He 
did  not  come  there  dressed  in  a  rich  wardrobe  of  words  to 
delude  the  people.  He  was  not  one  who  had  promised 
to  bring  in  a  bill  of  rights,  yet  neither  brought  in  the 
bill,  nor  permitted  any  other  person  to  do  it.  He  was 
not  one  who  had  threatened  to  impeach  the  chief  justice 
of  the  king's  bench  for  acting  under  an  English  law,  and 
afterwards  shrunk  from  that  business.  He  was  not  the 
author  of  the  simple  repeaL  He  had  not  come  at 
midnight,  and  attempted,  by  a  vote  of  that  house,  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  reason,  and  stifle  the  voice  of  the 
people.  He  was  not  the  mendicant  patriot,  who  was 
bought  by  his  country  for  a  sum  of  money,  and  then  sold 
his  country  for  prompt  payment.  A  man  of  warm  ima- 
gination  and  a  brilliant  fimcy  might  sometimes  be  daz« 
led  with  his  own  ideas,  and  for  a  moment  fall  into  er* 
ror  ;^but  a  man  of  a  sound  head  could  not  haVe  made  so 
cg^gious  a  mistake,  and  a  man  of  an  honest  heart  would 
not  have  persisted  in  it  after  it  was  discovered.  For 
himself,  the  whole  force  of  what  had  been  said  agains1» 
him  rested  upon  this,  that  he  once  accepted  an  office* 
But  was  a  man  the  less  a  patriot  for  being  an  honest 
servant  to  the  crown?  He  had  taken  as  great  a  paft^ 
with  the  first  office  of  the  state  at  his  back,  as  ever  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  did  with  moidicancy  behind 
him. 
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Rspti£i>  particularly  to  several  of  the  chains  made 
upon  lum  by  Mr.  Flood.  But  it  was  Hot  tl^  slander 
of  the  bad  tongue  of  a  bad  character  that  could  de£ime 
hiro.  He  maintained  his  reputation  in  public  and  in 
private  life.  No  man^  who  was  not  himself  dishonoured, 
could  say  he  ever  deceived  him ;  no  country  had  ever 
called  him  a  cheat  But  he  could  suppose  a  ma&  of 
different  character,  a  man,  not  now  in  that  house,  but 
Vfho  formerly  might  have  been  there*  Jle  would  sup- 
)>ose  it  his  constant  practice  to  abuse  every  man  who 
differed  from  him,  and  to  betray  every  man  who  trusted 
him.  He  would  suppose  him  active,  and  he  would 
divide  his  life  into  three  sti^^es.  In  the  first  he  was  intem- 
perate, in  the  second  corrupt,  and  in  the  third  seditious. 
Suppose  him  a  great  egotist,  his  honour  equal  to  his 
aath,  and  he  would  stop  him,  and  say,  *^  Sir,  your  ta- 
lents are  not  so  great  as  your  life  is  infamous.  You 
were  silent  for  years,  and  you  were  silent  for  money. 
When  affairs  of  consequence  to  the  nation  were  debating, 
you  might  be  seen  passing  by  these  doors,  like  a  guiHy 
spirit,  just  waiting  for  the  moment  of  putting  the  question, 
that  you  might  drop  in  and  give  your  venal  vote.  Or 
you  might  be  seen  hovering  over  the  dome,  like  an  ill- 
omened  bird  of  night,  with  sepulchral  notes,  a  cada- 
verous aspect,  and  a  broken  beak,  ready  to  stoop  and 
pounce  upon  your  prey.  You  can  be  trusted  by  no  man. 
The  people  cannot  trust  you ;  the  ministers  cannot  trust 
you.  You  deal  out  the  most  impartial  treachery  to  both. 
You  tell  the  nation  it  is  ruined  by  other  men^  while  it  is 


A*  D«  1785.]  MIL  »IEtIDAK.  9Sr 

sold  by  yba.  You  fled  from  the  embargo ;  you  fled  from 
the  sugar  bill ;  you  fled  from  the  mutiny  bill.  I  there* 
fore  tell  you,  in  the  &ce  of  your  country,  before  all 
the  world,  and  to  yoiur  beard,  you  are  not  an  honest 
man.'' 


MR.  SHERIDAN. 


Much,  he  said,  had  been  argued  relative  tcTUle'  extent 
and  spirit  <^  this  proposition*  The  event  and  conclusion 
of  those  arguments  on  both  sides  of  the  house  wam»t» 
ed  him  now  in  asserting  that  it  went  in  the  fullest  extent 
to  a  complete  resumption  of  the  right  of  external  le^s- 
lation  so  lately  exercised,  but  so  solemnly  renounced, 
by  Great  Britain  over  Ireland.  The  settlement  was 
fimd  and  perpetual.  The  contracting  parties  being  pre- 
sumed to  act  with  perfect  foresight  of  the  consequence 
of  ^eir  irrevocable  engagements,  neither  party  could 
recede  finom  any  of  the  stipulations  without  breach  off 
&ith.  Such  an  infraction  in  the  stronger  power  would 
be  an  act  of  despotism  and  oppression,  and  in  the  weak* 
er  woald  authorise  all  the  rigour  of  coercion.  It  was 
a  miserable  sophistry  to  contend,  that,  as  the  ceremony 
was  permitted  to  Ireland  of  placing  our.  commercial 
laws  upon  their  own  statute-book,  it  was  the  Irish  and 
not  the  British  statute  that  bound  the  people  of  Irehind* 
For  his  part,  if  he  were  a  member  of  that  parliament,  he 
lAould  prefer  the  measure  of  meeting  the  immediate 
operation  of  the  navigation  laws  by  one  decisive  vote, 
and  should  choose  to  avoid  the  mockery  of  pronouncing 
without  deliberation,  and  deciding  where  there  was  no 
power  to  dissent.     Where  fetters  were  to  be  worn,  it 
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««  a  wretched  ambitioD  to  conteiid  toir  the  distinction  of 
£istening  our  own  shackles, 

Mr.  Sheridan  adverted  to  the  situation  in  which  the 
two  kingdoms  stood  with  respect  to  each  other,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  alterations  that  had  taken  place  within 
a  few  years'past.  It  had  been  solemnly  stipulated  be- 
tween them,  **  that  the  right  claimed  by  Ireland  to  be 
bound  in  all  cases  whatever  only  by  laws  made  by  the 
king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland,  should  never  more 
be  questioned  or  questionable.''  Mr.  Fox  and  the  ad* 
ministration  of  that  day  were  blamed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for 
permitting  Ireland  to  assert  the  freedom  of  her  constitu- 
tion unconditionally,  and  without  reserving  to  Great 
Britain  a  necessary  controul  over  her  trade  and  naviga- 
tion. Fortunately  for  the  peace  and  future  union  of  the 
kingdoms,  no  such  miserable  and  narrow  policy  had  then 
entered  into  the  minds  of  our  statesmen.  They  had  dis- 
dained the  injustice  of  bai^ningwith  Ireland  on  such 
a  subject,  nor  would  Ireland  have  listened  to  them  if 
they  had  attempted  it.  She  had  not  applied  to  purchase 
a  constitution,  and  if  a  tribute  had  been  demanded  in 
return  for  what  was  then  granted,  those  patriotic  spirits 
who  were  at  that  time  leading  the  oppressed  people  of 
that  insulted  country  to  the  attainment  of  their  just  rights, 
would  have  pointed  to  other  modes  of  acquiring  them, 
and  would  have  called  to  them  in  the  words  of  the  old 
Roman,  to  ^^  take  up  arms,  and  to  purchase  their  liber- 
ties, not  with  gold,  but  with  the  sword.'' 

Mr.  Sheridan  enlarged  upon  the  period  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  new  claim  contained  in  the  fourth 
proposition  had  been  brought  forward.  It  was  so  <ar 
from  being  any  part  of  the  offer  made  by  Ireland,  that 
it  had  not  even  been  hinted  at  or  alluded  to  in  the  Irish 
parliament.  It  had  never  once  been  glanced  at  by  Mr. 
Orde  It  had  not  been  mentioned  in  the  speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  session ;  it  was  not  to  be  ibund  in  the  re- 
port  of  the  committee  of  council;  and  Mr.  Pitt  himself, 
in  opening  the  business  to  tliat  house,  had  not  utter- 
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ed  a  word  to  show  that  diis*  proposition  was  esseiititd 
to  the  settlement  proposed  between  the  two  kingdoms. 
Ireland  was  treacnerously  encouraged  to  demand  a  be- 
nefit, and  then  a  price  was  exacted  of  greater  value  than 
any  &vour  Britain  had  to  bestow.  It  was  therefore  for 
the  ccMisideration  of  that  house,  whether  this  country- 
should  insidiously,  collaterally,  and  by  surprise,  make 
a  proposal,  which  would  argue  in  her  a  repentance  of 
the  justice  which  she  had  done  to  Ireland,  and  which 
might  for  ever  destroy  all  confidence  in  that  country  to- 
wands  Great  Britain.  If  the  English  government  really 
thought  it  was  essential  to  the  good  understanding  and 
the  common  interests  of  the  two  kingdoms,  that  the  pow- ' 
er  of  legislating  for  particular  objects  should  be  lodged 
in  one  for  the  common  benefit  of  both,  it  should  have 
been  distinctly  so  stated  in  the  first  overture  made  to  the- 
Irish  parliament,  as  the  basis  of  a  permanent  agreement. 
Instead  of  this,  all  had  been  delusion,  trick,  and  fallacy*. 
A  new  scheme  of  commercial  arrangement  was  proposed 
to  the  Irish  as  a  boon,  and  the  surrender  of  their  con-* 
stitution  was  tacked  to  it  as  a  mercantile  regulation.  Ire* 
land,  newly  escaped  from  harsh  trammels  and  severe 
discipline,  was  treated  like  a  high  mettled  horse,  hard 
to  catch ;  and  the  Irish  secretaiy  was  to  return  to  the 
field,  soothing  and  coaxing  him  with  a  sieve  of  provender 
in  one  hand,  and  a  bridle  in  the  other.  But  it  was  folly 
to  believe  that  this  political  jockeyship  could  ever  suc« 
ceed.  It  was  not  enough  to  say  that  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  ought  not,  and  dared  not,  to  agree  to  it.  They 
had  not  the  powers  to  accede  to  it.  It  would  be  a  con- 
cession beyond  the  limits  of  their  trust.  The  Irish  na- 
tion WQuld  spurn  at  the  bondage  to  which  their  degenerate 
representatives  had  no  authority  to  engage  their  sub- 
mission. 

With  regard  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Sheridan  said 
it  %vas  ridiculous  to  argue  that  the  circumstances  of  that 
country  called  for  or  justified  the  present  arrangement. 
Two  or  three  acts  were  cited  bv  the  committe  of  coun- 


960  SIR*  aHEMDAN.  (A.  D.  ITMs. 

eiU  by  which  Irelftnd  bad  imposed  duties  on  sonie  articles 
i^  British  export ;  and  wheo  we  considered  the  perpetual 
shifting  of  government  there,  and  that  every  three  months 
wafted  over  a  new  lord  lieutenant,  the  only  wonder  was, 
that  the  principles  of  connection  between  the  two  coun- 
tries had  been  so  steadily  adhered  to.  The  clamour  and 
riots  of  Dublin  bad  been  restored  to  as  pretences  for 
this  arrangement.  That  sort  of  argument  had  alieady 
been  sufficiently  reprobated*  But  if  they  must  attend 
to  clamour,  let  the  meaning  of  it,  where  there  was  any^ 
be  preferred  to  the  noise.  Had  the  Irish  clamoured 
for  the  present  settlement,  or  for  any  one  article  coa« 
tained  in  it?  Had  they  been  loud  in  demanding  ac« 
cess  to  the  British  market,  in  preference  to  protecting  du« 
ties?  Had  they  requested  to  be  tried  for  ever  to  the  Bri- 
tish  monopoly  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to  have  the  price 
of  the  commodities  of  those  colonies  increased  to  ihcm  ? 
Had  they  complained  that  fortune  had  offered  them  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  of  America,  withoqt  condition 
or  restraint?  Had  they  vehemently  expressed  their  ap- 
prehensions, that  tl)e  rich  commerce  of  the  East  would 
speedily  be  opened  to  them,  if  effectual  measures  w^re 
not  taken  to  prevent  it?  Had  they  regretted  that  they 
were  burthened  with  a  surplus  of  the  hereditary  revenue  ? 
Had  they  called  out  that  they  were  tired  of  their  l^s- 
lative  independence,  and  intreated  to  be  relieved  fironi 
it  ?  But  the  fallacy  of  such  allegations  stood  in  no  need 
of  refutation.  The  true  spring  and  incentive  to  this 
complicated  business  evidently  lurked  in  the  fourth  per- 
nicious resolution,  the  tendency  of  which  was  of  a  piece 
with  their  whole  system  of  government  in  Ireland,  with 
the  arbitrary  and  illegal  proceedings  of  their  agents  in 
the  business  of  attachments,  with  their  attacks  on  the 
liberty  of  the  press ;  measures,  arguing  a  mind  hosdle  to 
the  true  principles  of  a  constitutional  freedom,  and  justi- 
fying the  presumption,  that  similar  steps  would  be  pur* 
sued  in  this  country  if  they  could  be  practised  with  eqaul 
impunity* 


And  by  what  argument  liras  it  that  Ireland  waii  to  be 
induced  to  relinquish  her  rights  ?  could  it  be  stated  that 
she  had  ever  once  exercised  them  to  the  injury  of  this 
country?  No;  but  it  vras  possible  she  might  do  sow 
And  was  it  not  equally  possible  that  Britain  might  abuse 
the  trust,  and  employ  this  concession  to  the  detriment  off 
Ireland  ?  It  was  argued  that  the  malice  of  party,  the. 
interested  views  of  mercantile  speculation,  or  the  folly 
of  nafrow  politicians,  might  at  some  time  or  other  lead 
Ireland,  even  at  the  expence  of  her  interest^  to  measures 
which  might  embarrass  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
empire^  And  had  Ireland  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
party,  from  mercantile  avarice,  or  from  blind  and  nar« 
row  policy  ?  Two  hundred  thousand  tnanufacturers,  if 
they  were  to  believe  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer^ 
were  at  that  moment,  and  in  that  individual  business, 
either  influenced  by  the  suggestions  of  faction,  or  blind* 
ed  by  prejudice  and  selfishness.  Mr*  Sheridan  produced 
various  instances  in  which  Britain  might  emj^loy  the 
power  of  legislation  for  both  countries  to  the  oppression, 
of  Ireland*  She  might  restrain  the  trade  of  the  colonies 
to  vessels  of  considerable  burthen,  and  a  proportional 
number  of  seamen*  England  had  large  ships  and  nu.* 
merous  crews^  Ireland  had  neithcn  She  might  make 
it  a  condition,  that  no  ship  should  clear  out  a  cargo  froni» 
the  West  Indies,  unless  she  carried  thither  a  stipulated 
quantity  of  some  British  manufacture,  not  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland* 

Mr.  Sheridan  entered  into  a  minute  detail  in  order  to 
prove,  that  in  t^  system  of  the  propositions  every  things 
was  sacrifice  and  surrender  on  the  part  of  Ireland.  But. 
though  he  could  not  go  with  the  manufacturers  of  this 
country  to  the  extent  of  the  evils  which  they  apprehend* 
cd,  there  was  one  point,  however,  in  which  he  com* 
pletely  agreed  with  them,  that  the  gain  of  Ireland  must 
be  the  loss  of  England.  Ireland,  Mr*  Sheridan  said, 
must  not  endeavour  to  rise  on  the  ruin  of  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain.     She  must  not  aim  to  thrive  avowedlf 
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at  the  cxpence  of  the  British  manufacturer,  however 
alluring  the  prospect.  Not  justice  and  generosity  alone, 
but  interest  and  policy  would  call  upon  her  to  de^t  firom 
the  attempt.  Possibly  at  first  she  might  find  profit  and 
advantage  in  the  contest ;  but  how  was  a  great  part  of 
this  advantage  to  be  obtained  ?  By  means  incompauUe 
with  the  true  spirit  and  principles  of  commercial  pros- 
perity :  by  a  lax  execution  of  her  revenue  laws;  by  the 
corrupt  countenance  of  her  legislature  to  such  a  conduct; 
by  stealing  her  manufactures  into  this  country ;  by  p^- 
ing  those  of  foreign  countries  for  her  own ;  by  obtaining 
a  transfer  of  capital,  and  enticing  over  artists  and  work- 
men by  false  hopes,  and  ill-founded  prospects.  In 
short,  by  smuggling,  by  evading,  by  defrauding,  by 
<;onniving,  by  deceiving.  The  profit  earned  by  sudi 
means,  would  immediately  and  deeply  injure  the  sister 
kingdom.  But  that  would  not  long  continue.  The  con- 
sequence would  be,  that  even  the  name  of  Iri^man 
would  become  odious  and  detestable  to  the  conmiercial 
interests  of  Great  Britain ;  and  Ireland  would  soon  be 
taught  to  know,  while  she  was  pressing  her  own  advan- 
tage upon  the  present  settlement,  that  she  had  by  the 
same  settlement  surrendered  in  our  hands  the  power  of 
crippling  her  commerce,  of  chastising  her  p^resumption, 
and  of  reducing  her  to  her  former  state  of  abject  dc^nd- 
ence. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  declaring  that  if  he 
were  a  person  of  consideration  in  that  kingdom,  so  fer 
from  encouraging  the  people  to  struggle  for  tlie  British 
market,  he  should  conceive  it  to  be  what  he  owed  to  the 
interest  of  his  countrymen,  earnestly  to  call  upon  them 
to  turn  away  their  eyes  and  thoughts  from  that  object ; 
to  attempt  no  race  with  the  British  manufacturer ;  to 
shun  as  the  greatest  evil,  the  jealousies,  the  heart-burn- 
ings, and  the  destructive  ill-will  which  would  necessarily 
breed  upon  such  a  competition ;  circumstanced  so  pecu- 
liarly with  respect  to  burthens  as  Great  Britain  was, 
and  biassed  by  rooted  habits  of  thinking  upon  this  par- 
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ticular  subject.  He  would  endeavour  to  persuade  them, 
by  fair  and  gentle  means,  to  increase  the  home  consump- 
tion of  the  produce  of  their  own  industry  ;  and  by  syste- 
matic and  vigorous  enterprise,  to  aim  at  a  successful  in- 
tercourse with  every  foreign  port.  There,  if  they  met 
tine  British  merchant,  it  would  be  a  liberal  emulation. 
There  he  could  have  no  innovation  or  unfairness  to  com- 
plain of,  and  if  successfully  rivalled,  he  would  be  con- 
scious Uiat  the  increasing  wealth  of  Ireland  from  such  a 
source,  might  with  truth  be  stated  to  be  a  fund  for  the 
general  commerce  of  En^and,  and  anaugmentation  of  the 
common  defence  of  the  empire.  Thus  Ireland  might  be 
addressed  under  her  present  circumstances.  But  let  the 
settlement  now  proposed  be  once  established,  and  what 
would  be  the  answer  ?  Would  not  the  Irish  merchant 
and  manu&cturer  reply,  *'  What  you  recommend  to  us 
is  unreasonable  and  preposterous ;  we  have  bound  our- 
^Ives  for  ever  to  the  monopolies  of  Great  Britain  ;  we 
are  crippled  in  our  intercourse  with  the  states  of  Ame- 
rica ;  our  dreams  of  being  the  emporium  for  the  foreign 
countries  of  Europe,  are  become  visionary  and  ridiculous; 
we  have  surrendered  our  constitution  into  the  hands  of 
the  British  parliament.  For  all  this  the  British  market 
is  our  compensation.  Upon  that  we  are  compelled  to 
fasten  our  mind ;  to  that  we  must  cling,  and  if  Great 
Britain  suffer  by  it,  the  mischief  is  of  her  own  seeking, 
and  the  restrictions  which  force  us  to  the  contest,  are 
of  her  own  imposing."  These  would  by  the  happy  fruits 
of  a  plan,  whose  boasted  object  was  to  cement  the  union 
of  the  Wo  countries  in  bonds  of  eternal  amity  and  re« 
ciprocal  affection ! 


3H  «»•  MTT.  tA»  J*-  1"«' 


MR.  PITT. 


PzFLtEpto  Mr.  Sheridan  in  a  style  considerably  mark*. 
td  with  invective.  He  charged  that  gentleman  with  in- 
consistency, and  with  having  for  many  weeks  concealed 
his  intentions  so  effectually,  as  to  leave  it  a  doubt  whe- 
ther he  were  friendly  or  inimical  to  the  proposed  ar- 
rangement* But  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Sheridan  was  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  was  remembered  how  incon- 
sistent ^1  the  measures  of  the  party,  of  which  he  wa3 
the  mouth,  were  in  themselves,  and  how  inconsistent 
the  persons  who  composed  that  party,  were  with  each 
pther^  Still  their  pursuits,  however  various  and  con* 
tradictpry,  had  one  uniform  tendency.  Whether  they 
^probated  on  this  dav  what  they  had  approved  on  the 
preceding,  or  whether  one  individual  differed  from  or 
coincided  with  the  rest  of  his  associates,  still  the  effects 
of  all  their  efforts,  of  the  artful  silence  of  one  man,  and 
the  prolix  declamations  of  another,  were  to  be  the  same ; 
to  embarrass  aiid  confound  thcnieasures  of  administration, 
to  embroil  and  disunite  ihe  affections  of  their  fellow- sub- 
jects ;  to  excit^  grpundless  s^larms,  and  foment  the  most 
dangerous  discontents.  Mr.  Pitt  enlarged  with  some  hu- 
mour on  the  pains  which  gentlemen  had  taken  to  de- 
precate in  their  speeches  any  imputation  of  inflammatory 
or  dangerous,  intentions.  It  was  not  for  him  to  determine 
whether  their  intentions  were  really  so  bad  as  they  seem- 
ed apprehensive  they  should  appear.  On  the  present  oc- 
casion, however,  he  predicted  they  would  have  no  occa- 
sion to  exult.  The  proposition,  which  so  much  pains 
had  been  t^ken  to  wrest,  instead  of  bein^  insidious  wit^ 
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respect  to  Ireland,  was  a  virtual  recognition  of  her  com- 
plete emancipation.     With  respect  to  the  light  in  which 
the  system  would  be  regarded  in  that  country,  he  would 
answer  with  the  boldness  which  became  him,  and  he 
would  not  scruple  to  say,  that  as  far  as    probability 
would  go  on  such  an  occasion,  it  certainly  would  be  re- 
ceived with  gratitude  and  joy.     An  enlightened  and  libe- 
ral nation  would  not  suffer  itself  to  become  a  dupe  to  the 
designs  of  a  set  of  men,  who  having  exerted  all  their  in- 
dustry for  the  space  of  five  months  in  alarming  every 
interest  in  this  country  against  the  original  propositions, 
were  now,  with  equal  diligence  employing  the  same 
violent  methods  for  creating  a  siniilar  opposition  in  Ire- 
land, against  the   Modification  applied  by    the  British 
house  of  commons.     Their  conduct  was  not  in  reality 
dictated  by  a  friendship  to  one  country  or  to  the  other ; 
but  by  a  desire  to  embroil  the  legislatures  of  both,  and 
to  defeat  a  measure  which  was  necessary  to  the  public 
tranquillity  and  permanent  welfare  of  the  empire.     To 
illustrate  the  spirit  of  the  fourth  proposition,  Mr.  Pitt 
referred  to  the  negociations  of  states  independent  and 
unconnected  with  each  other ;  and  asserted,  that  provi- 
sions exactly  similar  to  that  in  question  were  frequently 
adopted  on  such  occasions.     He  instanced  in  the  late 
treaty  with  France,  in  which  that  kingdom  bound  her^ 
self  to  publish  certain  edicts,   as   soon   as  other  acts 
stipulated  on  her  part  were  performed  by  this  country ; 
imd  he  defied  opposition  to  produce  a  single  collectioi^ 
of  treaties,  in  which  there  was  not  in  almost  every  page, 
S  contract  of  a  similar  tendency. 


3«<  MR.  FOX.  C^.  D.  17S^. 

MR.   FOX. 


Ir  Mn  Pitt  employed  invective  on  this  occasion,  Mr. 
Fox  was  roused  in  his  reply  to  a  language,  perhaps  more 
pointed,  and  scarcely  less  severe.  In  die  personal  and 
political  character  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
there  were  many  qualities  and  habits  which  had  often 
surprised  him,  and  which  he  believed  confounded  the 
speculations  of  every  man  who  had  ever  much  consider, 
ed  or  analysed  his  disposition.  But  his  conduct  on  that 
night  had  reduced  all  that  was  unaccountable,  incoherent, 
and  contradictory  in  his  character  in  times  past,  to  a  mere 
nothing.  He  shone  out  in  a  new  light,  surpassing  even 
himself,  and  leaving  his  hearers  wrapt  in  amazement, 
uncertain  whether  most  to  wonder  at  the  extraordinary 
speech  they  had  heard,  or  tlie  frontless  confidence  with 
which  that  speech  had  been  delivered.  Such  a  farrago 
of  idle  and  arrogant  declamation,  uttered  in  any  other 
place,  or  by  any  other  person  on  the  subject  in  question, 
would  naturally  have  filled  the  hearers  widi  astonishment ; 
but  spoken  by  that  gentleman,  within  those  walls,  in  the 
presence  of  men  who  were  witnesses  of  all  the  proceed- 
ings  of  the  business,  it  was  an  act  of  boldness,  a  species 
of  parliamentary  hardihood,  not  to  be  accounted  for  upon 
any  known  and  received  rules  of  common  sense  or  com- 
mon reason. 

Mr.  Fox  remarked  upon  the  vast  disparity  in  the  tone 
of  temper,  and  the  style  of  expression,  exhibited  by 
Mr.  Pitt  upon  this  occasion,  from  those  which  he  had 
employed  upon  the  first  introduction  of  the  twenty  pro- 
positions. In  that  debate  he  had  observed,  that  the 
ampulla  and  the  sesquipedalia  verba,  his  magnificent 
terms,  his  verbose  periods  and  bombastic  seniiments, 
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were  for  once  relinquished  in  exchange  for '  a  language 
and  manners  better  accommodated  to  his  disastrous  con- 
dition. Then  they  saw  that  preposterous  ambition,  that 
gaudy  pride  and  vaulting  vanity,  which  glared  beyond 
all  the  other  features  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  wUch  prompted 
him  to  look  down  with  contempt  upon  his  political 
coadjutors,  melt  away.  Then  they  saw  him  descend  to 
a  curious  and  most  affecting  sympathy  with  the  other 
supporters  of  the  system,  as  well  as  intd  something  like 
a  modest  and  civil  demeanour  towards  those  who  oppos- 
ed it.  But  the  change  was  transient  and  temporary. 
Mr.  Pitt  had  rela[)sed  into  his  favourite  and  darling 
habits.  Nerved  with  new  rancour,  and  impelled  with 
fresh  vehemence,  he  rushed  blindly  forward.  Mr.  Fox 
however  inferred,  from  this  conduct,  that  he  was  reduced 
to  the  last  extremity.  Finding  it  impossible  to  say 
one  word  in  favour  of  his  deformed  and  miserable  sy  s* 
tern,  he  was  obliged  to  throw  out  a  series  of  invectives, 
and  by  exhibiting  a  list  of  charges — charges  which  at 
the  moment  he  gave  them  utterance,  he  knew  to  be  ab- 
solutely and  entirely  destitute  of  every  vestige  of  truth, 
to  engage. the  attention  and  divert  the  notice  of  the  house 
from  his  own  wretched  and  contemptible  schemes. 

Mr.  Fox  took  notice  of  Mr.  Pitt's  having  reflected 
on  Mr.  Sheridan  for  the  length  of  his  declanuition. 
Such  a  charge  came  with  peculiar  ill  grace  from  that  gen- 
tleman, who,  like  himself,  was  under  the  necessity  of 
troubling  the  house  much  oftener,  and  for  a  much  longer 
time  than  might  be  agreeable.  Grateful  for  the  indul- 
gence with  which  they  were  favoured,  and  thankful  for 
the  patience  and  politeness  with  which  they  were  honour- 
ed,  they  should  certainly  Be  the  last  to  condemn  that, 
in  which  themselves  were  the  greatest  transgressors. 
Mr.  Fox  added,  that  if  an  almost  uniform  deviation 
from  the  immediate  subject  in  discussion ;  if  abandoning 
fair  argument  for  illiberal  declamation;  if  frequently 
quitting  sound  sense  for  indecent  sarcasms,  and  prefer- 
ring to  rouse  the  passions  and  to  inflame  the  prejudices 
oC  his  auditory  to  conrincing  their  understandings  and 


informing  their  judgments,  tended  to  diminish  the  tide 
of  any  member  of  that  house  to  a  more  than  common 
portion  of  its  temper  and  endurance,  he  did  not  know 
any  man  who  would  have  so  ill  founded  a  claim  upon 
such  favours  as  Mr.  Pitt  himself. 

The  charge,  of  shifting  their  ground  and  playing  a 
double  game,  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  made  upon  the  oppo^ 
sition,  Mr.  Fox,  consider  as  particularly  unguarded 
and  unfortunate.  He — ^he  to  talk  of  their  shifting  their 
ground !  he,  who  had  shifted  his  ground  till  in  truth  he 
had  no  ground  to  stand  upon !  he,  who  had  assumed 
so  many  shapes,  colours,  and  characters  in  the  progress 
of  this  extraordinary  undertaking !  he,  who  had  pro- 
claimed determinations  only  to  recede  from  them,  and 
asserted  principles  only  to  renounce  them !  he,  whose 
whole  conduct  from  the  first  moment  the  system  had 
been  proposed,  was  one  continued  chain  of  tricks,  quib- 
bles, subterfuges,  and  ^tergiversations,  uniiorm  alone 
in  contradiction  and  inconsistencies !  he,  who  had  play« 
ed  a  double  game  with  England,  and  a  double  game 
with  Ireland,  and  juggled  both  nations  by  a  train  of 
unparalleled  subtlety  !  Let  the  house  reflect  upon  these 
circumstances,  and  then  let  them  judge  whether  a  grosser 
piece  of  insanity  was  e\  er  heard  of,  than  that  the  author 
of  all  this  mieserable  foolery,  should  charge  others  with 
tergiversation  and  duplicity. 

But  it  was  not  in  retorting  these  silly  charges  that 
they  rested  their  defence  upon  these  points.  It  were 
indeed  a  hardship  and  injustice,  that,  because  they 
combatted  the  defects  of  a  new  scheme,  they  should  be 
liable  to  the  cha/ge  of  shifting  their  ground  against  an  old 
one  no  longer  the  object  of  discussion.  Mr.  Fox  added, 
that  if  it  was  true  that  ingratitude  was  the  worst  of 
sins,  he  could  see  no  other  light  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  ap- 
peared, but  that  of  the  worst  of  sinners.  What  a  per- 
nicious scheme  would  this  have  been,  unpurged  by  their 
amendments !  and  now  what  a  return  ''id  he  make  them  f 
But  there  were  proud'  and  sullen  souls  in  the  world, 
enveloped  in  a  fastidious  admiration  of  themselves,  and 
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kn  austere  and  haughty  conteimpt  fcfr  the  rest  of  the 
world ;  upon  whom  obligation  had  only  the  effect  of  en« 
mity,  and  whose  hatred  was  best  secured  by  redeeming 
them  from  danger  and  dishonour. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Pitt  from 
the  case  of  treaties  between  sovereign  states.  In  this 
case  one  state  bound  itself  to  do  something  defined  and 
specific,  when  the  other  adopted  some  defined  and  spe- 
cific measure.  There  was  no  condition  of  servitude  and- 
obedience^  but  a  mutual  agreement  to  accomplish  some^ 
thing,  understood  and  particularized,  by  common  con- 
sent,  and  for  their  common  advantage.  To  make  the 
cases  similar,  an  instance  should  be  produced,  which 
Mr.  Fox  affirmed  could  not  be  found  in  the  history  of 
mankind,  where  one  independent  state  bound  itself  so-, 
lemnly  to  do  any  thing  undefined,  unspecific,  and  im- 
certain,  at  the  arbitrary  demand  of  another.  Mr.  Fox 
concluded  with  repeating  a  sentiment,  at  which  he  had 
hinted  in  the  former  discussions  of  this  business.  He 
would  not  barter  English  commerce  for  Irish  slavery •- 
That  was  not  the  price  he  would  pay,  and  that  was  not 
the  tiling  he  would  purpose. 


MR.  CURRAN. 

Tills  celebrated  pleader  has  been  called  by  some,  who  probably  in- 
tended it  as  a  compliment,  the  Irish  Erskine.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  effect  of  their  manner  may  be,  having  never  heard  them  ; 
but  this  I  know,  that  as  to  their  turitten  speeches,  there  is  no  coin- 
parison  either  with  respect  to  brilliancy  or  solidity  between  Ers- 
kine's  speeches  and  those  of  Curran.  The  speeches  of  the  latter 
are  also  free  from  that  affectation,  or  false  glitter,  which  is  the  vice 
•of  Irish  eloquence.  Every  Irish  orator  thinks  himself  bound  to  be 
a  Burke.  But  according  to  the  old  .axiom^  no  man  is  bound  to  da 
that  which  he  cannot.  •«.•  . 


He  said,  the  existence  of    British  liberty  was  due 
to  the  unremitting  vigilance  with  which  it  had  been 
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guarded  from  encroachment:  Every  inVa&ion  inik 
which  it  was  threatentd,  by  the  folly  of  ministers  or  thfe 
murpation  of  kings,  had  been  constantly  checked  by  a 
constitutional  assertion  of  liberty.  Such  wa^  Magna 
Charta  ;  .uch  were  various  statutes  that  had  been  tnade 
under  the  house  of  Lancaster ;  such  the  petition  df  rights^ 
the  bill  of  rights,  the  act  of  setdement,  and  the  recent 
repeal  of  the  sixth  of  George  the  Firist.  No  man  could 
think  that  British  liberty  derived  any  authority  from  those 
statutes,  or  that  acts  of  parliament  cduld  create  c<ihstitu- 
tiohal  rights.  They  were  not  free  because  Mt^m 
Charta  had  been  enacted,  but  Magna  Charta  had  been 
enacted  because  they  were  free^ 

Mr.  Curran  paid  some  compliments  to  Mr.  Fox, 
who,  though  an  Englishman  on  subjects  of  commerce, 
he  believed  was  a  member  of  the  Britiish  einpire  on 
points  of  constitution.  It  was  to  this  principle  he  attri- 
buted his  indignation  when  the  rights  of  juries  were  in- 
vaded, as  well  as  the*  opposition  which  he  gave  to  a  bill, 
that  must  have  endangered  the  constitution  in  Eng- 
land, by  endangering  it  in  Irdand.  These  sympathies 
were  implanted  in  the  heart  of  man  for  the  preservation 
of  liberty.  It  was  the  general  and  vigorous  influx  of 
them  that  had  atchieved  every  thing  glorious  m  the 
theatre  of  the  world.  It  was  this  that  adorned  the  de- 
feat at  Thermopylae,  and  the  triumph  of  Marathon.  It 
was  this  in  America  that  combated  with  fleets  and 
armies,  and  waded  to  freedom  through  slaughter  and 
diesolation.  It  was  this  that  wafted  thie  shouts  of  an 
emancipated  empire  across  the  wastes  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  roused  Ireland  from  her  lethargy ;  that  sent 
her  armies  into  the  field,  and  crowned  tlieir  illus- 
trious  leader  with  fame  and  victory. — Thank  heaven,  not 
a  victory  stained  with  blood,  not  a  victory  bathed  in  the 
tears  of  a  mother,  a  sister,  or  a  wife ;  not  a  victory 
hanging  over  the  gtave  of  a  Warren  or  a  Montg^mer)% 
and  uncertmn  whether  mo^t  to  triumph  in  what  she  had 
gained,  or  to  mourn  over  what  she  had  lost. 
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Mr.  Curran  recommended  the  resolution  to  the  late   - 
majority,  as  the  only  mode  left  for  their  vindication^ 
as  me  only  step  by  which  they  could  prove  that  they 
would  never  have  assented  to  the  fourth  proposition. 
The  opportunity  could  never  arrive  again ;  the  bill  was 
at  an  end.     The  siege  that  was  drawn  round  the  con« 
stitution  was  raised,  and  the  enemy  was  gone.    Juvat 
ire  et  Dorica  castra :  and  they  might  now  go  abroad 
without  fear,  and  trace  the  dangers  they  had  escaped. 
Here  was  drawn  the  line  of  circumvallation  that  cut  them 
off  for  ever  from  the  eastern  world ;  and  there  the  cor- 
responding one  that  inclosed  them  from  the  west.    He 
proceeded  to  pay  several  compliments  to  the  individuali 
that  had  distinguished  themselves  on  the  popular  side 
on  this  occasion.    But  he  felt  that  he  was  leaving  the 
questioi)  and  the  bounds  of  moderation*    There  wad 
an  ebullition  in  great  excesses  of  joy,  that  almost  bor* 
dered  upon  insanity.    He  besought  the  other  side  of 
the  house  not  to  throw  a  cloud  on  the  general  festivity, 
by  a  sullen  refusal  to  join  with  them  m  the  present  re« 
solution.    Their  adherence  to  the  minbter  was  useless 
now,  and  would  expose  them  to  the  humiliating  hnputa- 
tion  of  an  attachment  to  men,  rather  than  a  discrimination 
of  measures.    The  measure  was  gone  down,  the  man 
only  was  floating.    Perhaps  they  thought  it  decent  to 
pay  him  a  funend  compliment  at  his  departure;   ho 
warned  them>  however,  how  they  pressed  too  eagerly  for* 
ward,  since  «n  in<Mrdinate  desire  upon  the  preaentoccasioii 
of  the  scarf  or  the  cypress,  might  possibly  make  them 
rather  late  at  the  coronation. 
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MR.  BEAUFOY. 

Tbc  following  is  certaialj  a  very  able  Speech. 


On  tnaviftgjbr  the  Consideration  of  the  Corporation  and 

Test  Acts. 

He  iMt>posed|  io  the  first  place,  to  state  what  were  the 
exceptionable  prorisions  of  the  law,  and  in  the  next  place, 
'  to  describe  the  periods  in  which  those  laws  were  made, 
and  the  circmnstances  with  which  they  were  attended. 
The  corporation  act  declared,  that  no  person  should 
be  elected  into  any  municipal  office,  who  should  not, 
within  one  year  before  his  election,  have  taken  the  sacra- 
ment according  to  the  usage  of  the  church  of  England. 
The  test  act  required  of  every  person,  accepting  a  civil 
office  or  a  commission  in  the  army  or  navy,  to  take  the 
sacrament  within  a  limited  time ;  and  if,  without  thus 
qualifying  himself,  he  continued  to  occupy  any  office, 
or  hodd  any  commission,  he  not  only  incurred  a  large 
pecuniary  penalty,  but  was  disabled  from  thencefoiih 
for  ever,  from  bringing  any  action  in  course  of  law,  from 
prosecuting  any  suit  in  the  courts  of  equity,  from  being 
the  guardianof  any  child,  or  the  executor  of  any  deceas- 
ed pecBon,  and  from  the  receiving  any  legacy.  If,  then, 
said  Mr.  Beaufoy,  the  zeal  of  a  dissenter  for  the  service 
of  his  country,  should  have  induced  him  to  bear  arms 
in  her  defence,  and  to  hazzard  his  life  in  her  cause,  what 
return  did  ^e  make  to  hb  patriotism  ?  She  stripped 
him  of  every  right  that  was  dear  to  the  man,  or  honour- 
able to  the  citizen.  .  If  any  ^benter  applied  himself  to 
the  profession  of  a  merchant,  what  was  the  language  in 
which  he  was  addressed  by  these  laws  : — "  The  town  in 
which  you  live  may  have  owed  to  you  much  of  its  pros- 
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perity  ;  yet  in  the  offices  of  that  town,  the  management 
of  its  revenues,  and  the  care  of  its  public  concerns,  you 
shall  have  no  participation — The  kingdom  itself  is  large- 
ly your  debtor ;  ^ou  have  extended  her  trade ;  you  have 
added  to  her  wealth ;  and  in  return  for  these  benefac- 
tions, she  excludes  you  from  all  offices  and  employments* 
Your  integrity  is  unsuspected ;  your  conduct  is  without 
blemish  ;  yet  the  test  act  has  fixed  upon  you  the  same 
-stamp  of  dishonour,  the  same  mark  of  rejection  and  in- 
famy, which  is  annexed  by  law  to  the  odious  and  atrocious 
crime  of  perjury.*' 

Of  the  spirit  of  the  corporation  acta  sufficient  jud)^- 
ment  would  be  made,  if  the  house  recollected,  that  a 
clause  of  this  act  had  enabled  the  king,  king  Charles 
the  Second,  to  displace  or  remove,  by  commissioners  of 
his  appointment,  all  officers  and  persons  holding  places^ 
as  they  might  deem  it  expedient.  This  clause  of  the 
bill  was  become  obsolete ;  but  it  sufficiently  marked  the 
despotic  and  arbitrary  spirit  in  which  the  bill  had  been 
formed.  Such  were  the  circumstances  that  marked 
the  origin  of  the  corporation  act  in  the  year  1661,  and 
in  the  following  year  had  produced  the  celebrated  act  of 
uniformity,  in  consequence  of  which  two  thousand  mi- 
nisters resigned  their  livings,  and  which  narrowed,  while 
it  strongly  discriminated,  the  inclosure  of  the  established 
church.  The  first  effects  of  this  discrimination  upon  the 
members  of  the  church  were  jealousy,  eager  suspicion, 
and  determined  ill  will.  But  in  proportion  as  experi* 
ence  affi)rded  a  surer  ground  for  deciding  on  the  con- 
duct and  principles  of  the  dissenters,  in  proportion  as 
their  peacefiil  submission  to  laws  of  harshness  and  seve- 
rity disclosed  their  attachment  to  the  state,  and  as  they 
were  seen  to  reject  those  offers  of  liberal  advantage,  by 
which  the  court  endeavoured  to  entice  them  to  an  alliance 
with  the  catholics ;  in  thA  proportion  the  hostile  feel- 
ingsof  the  members  of  the  established  church  diminished, 
and  the  house  of  commons,  in  particular,  discovered  to 
wards  them  a  disposition  of  benignity  and  kindness. 
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Such  was  the  st^te  of  affiurs  in  the  year  l67S,wheii  . 
the  people  werp  alan^ed  with  the  apprehension  of  a 
design  to  subvert  the  established  religion.     The  prime 
minister,  lord  Cliford,  and  the  King's  brother,  were 
avowed  catholics ;  an  army  under  catholic  officers  en- 
tered at  the  gate9  of  l^ondon.    In  these  alarming  cir- 
cumstances,  the  first  panic  induced  the  legislature  to  pass 
the  law  that  bore  the  title  of  an  act  for  preventing  the 
dangers,  which  might  happen  fron^  popish  recusants,  but 
which  was  better  known  by  the  name  of  the  test  act. 
The  minbter  attempted  to  prevail  on  the  dissenters  to 
oppose  the  bill,  the  provisions  of  which  were  so  worded 
as  to  extend  to  them.     The  dissenters  admitted  the  force 
of  the  argument,  but  waved  their  right  to  its  benefit ; 
and  one  of  the  members  of  the  city  of  London,  himself 
a  dissenter,  declared  op  their  behalf,  that,  in  a  time  of 
public  danger,  they  would  not  impede  d^e  progress  of  a 
bill  which  was  thought  essential  to  the  safety  of  the 
kingdom,  but  would  tru$t  to  the  good  faith,  the  jus- 
tice, and  humanity  of  parliament,  that  a  further  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  their  rdief.    The  lords  and 
commons  admitted  without  hesitation  the  equity  of  the 
claim.     They  considered  the  debt  as  a  debt  of  honour, 
the  payment  of  which  could  not  be  refused.   Accord- 
ingly a  bill  for  their  relief  was  passed,  and  defeated  by 
the  sudden  prorogation  of  parliament.    A  second  bill 
l^as  brought  in  with  a  view  to  the  same  object,  and  pass- 
ed both  bouses,  in  consequence  of  this  implied  compact. 
But  whale  it  lay  ready  for  the  royal  assent,  king  Charles 
the  Second,  who  always  delighted  to  obtain  the  most 
unwarrantable  ends   by  the  most  despicable   means, 
prevailed  upon  the  clerk  ctf  the  crown  to  steal  the  bill, 
and  over-reach  the  parliament.    But  that  relief,  which 
neither  the  obvious  equiQr  of  their  claim,  nor  the  coun- 
t^ance  of  his  parliament  coald  extort  from  Charles  the 
Set^ond,  the  magnanimity  of  William  the  Third  was  im- 
patient to  bestow ;  for,  in  one  of  his  earliest  q;>eecbes  from 
the  throne,  he  expressed  his  earnest  hope,  that  such 
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alteratiotis  trould  be  mad^ih  thelaws  as  ttrouldlbave  tootA, 
for  the  admission  of  fill  his  protestant  subjects  tvho  wer^ 
willmg  to  senre  faiih.  But  it  tfas  well  knoVirti,  that  dur- 
ing tlwt  reign  the  Strbnge^t  {taity  iii  pArliAihent  tyas  not 
the  party  of  the  court.  They  rfcsentfed  thfe  advancemieht 
of  William  to  the  thhone;  they  tesolv^d  to  disturb  hi^ 
enjoyment  of  a  possession  froiti  Which  they  cotild  hot  ex- 
elude  him,  and  opposed  with  violence  the  measures 
he  was  known  to  patronize.  Some  men  however  ^ere 
were,  and  of  the  foremost  rank  for  greatness  6f  cha^c- 
ter,  even  in  that  extrabitlinary  sera,  who  supported  with 
unanswerable  reasons  the  sentiments  of  th^lt-  sovereign, 
as  appeared  fW)m  a  protest  of  the  lords  upon  this  sub- 
ject ih  the  year  1688.  Upon  another  occasion  of  a  still 
later  date,  a  conference  between  the  two  houses  upon 
the  bill  of  occasional  conformity,  the  ]^eert-i5^6t  a  feV;r 
individuals  of  that  assembly,  but  the  Whole  hoiise,-^-e3t* 
pressed  in  language  still  more  ettiphatical,  their  abhor- 
rence of  the  injustice  of  the  test  act. 

Mf.  Beaufoy  proceeded  to  enquire,  whether  the  pub- 
lic good,  either  political  or  religious,  rendered  it  neces- 
sary, that  the  dissenters  should  be  exchided  from  the 
service  of  the  state.  To  show  how  very  unnecessary 
was  this  exclusion,  it  was  stifficient  ih  his  oWn  opinion 
to  remark,  that  to  the  higher  trust  of  legislative  audi(H*ity 
the  dissenters  were  admitted  without  hesitation  or  reserve. 
From  the  members  of  that  house,  from  the  members  of 
the  house  of  peers,  no  religious  test  was  required.  Was 
then  the  taking  the  sacrament  unnecessary  in  the  legis- 
lators of  the  kingdom,  and  could  it  be  requisite  in  a 
tide-waiter  or  jm  exciseman  ?  he  had  heard  of  an  idle 
opinion,  that  there  was  something  of  a  republican  ten- 
dency, of  an  antimonarchical  bias,  in  the  very  doctrines 
of  the  presbyterian  church.  From  so  vagrre  an  as- 
sertion he  appealed  to  experience.  Wei*e  the  S^rots 
suspected  of  an  indiflferehce  to  monarchy?  He  had 
heard  them  taxed  with  a  predilection  for  those  maxims 
of  policy  M^iich  were  tl\e  most  favourable  to  J)ower ; 
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but  of  levelling  principles,  of  republican  attachments, 
he  had  never  heard  them  accused.  The  English  dis- 
eenters.  since  the  rev<^tion»  which  had  first  given  this 
country  a  constitution,  had  uniformly  acted  on  principles 
the  most  beneficial,  and  had  constantly  proved  them- 
selves the  ardent  supporters  and  the  faithful  adherents 
of  that  system  of  monarchy  which  was  established  by 
law. 

Would  then  the  repeal  of  the  test  act  prove  injurious 
to  the  established  church  ?  That  church,  it  \^'as  saud, 
ought  by  all  means  to  be  supported;  and  God  forbid 
that  it  should  be  destroyed,  or  that  he  should  advise  a 
measure  injurious  to  its  safety.  If  the  aim  of  the  dis- 
senters had  been  to  attack  the  rights  of  others,  and  not 
to  recover  their  own,  they  Avouldnot  have  chosen  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England  for  their  advocate, 
nor  would  he  have  accepted  such  a  trust.  The  su^^est- 
ed  repeal  was  not  the  commencement  of  a  new  plan,  but 
the  completion  of  that  wise  system  of  tolemtion,  which 
in  part  had  long  since  been  adopted.  The  establishment 
of  the  church  of  England  consisted  in  her  tithes,  her  pre- 
bends, her  deaneries,  and  her  bishoprics.  These  con* 
stituted  her  establishment  before  the  test  act  had  an  ex- 
istence ;  and  they  would  equally  constitute  it  if  it  were 
repealed.  In  Scotland,  no  such  law  ever  had  a  being ; 
and  had  Scotland  no  established  church?  In  Ireland, 
the  relief  which  was  now  solicited  for  the  Protestant 
dissenters,  Avas  granted  seven  years  ago ;  and  was  the 
church  of  Ireland  destroyed  ?  In  Holland,  in  Russia, 
in  Prussia,  in  Hanover,  no  traces  of  such  a  test  were  to 
be  found.  In  the  dominions  of  the  emperor,  all  civil  dis- 
qualifications on  account  of  religious  opinions  were  abo- 
lished. In  France,  a  similar  relief  was  granted  by  the 
edict  of  Nantes,  and  that  edict,  it  was  reported,  was 
about  to  be  revived.  Mr.  Beaufoy  added,  that  the  re- 
peal  of  the  test  act,  so  far  from  being  pernicious  to  the 
established  church,  would  be  salutary.  ITie  different 
classes  nf  dissenters  had  no  general  interest,  no  bond  of 
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union,  but  that  reproachful  exclusion  from  puUic  em* 
ployments  which  was  common  to  them  all. 

If  he  were  asked,  If  you  abolish  the  test  of  the  sacra- 
ment, what  new  test  will  you  establish  an  its  room  ?  His 
answer  was,  that  of  the  abjuration  oath,  and  of  the  de- 
claration, which  condemned  an  essential  part  of  the  Ro- 
mish creed*     The  first  could  not  be  taken  by  the  deist, 
the  Jew,  or  the  pn^ssor  of  any  reli^on  but  the  Christian ; 
the  last  could  not  be  taken  by  the  catholic.    If  he  were 
&rther  asked.  If  justice  be  the  principle  upon  which  yon 
decide,    shall  not  the  catholics  enjoy    those   common 
privileges  of  citizenship,  which  you  describe  as  the  un- 
questionable right  of  all  ?    He  would  answer  without 
hesitation.  If  the  cadiolics   could  prove,  that  though 
they  were  of  the  church  of  Rome,  they  were  not  of 
the  court  of  Rome ;  if  they  could  give  a  sufficient  pled^ 
of  loyalty  to  the  sovereign  and  attachment  to  the  laws ;  in 
questions  which  they  were  not  now  called  upon  to  decide, 
and  which  therefore  he  did  not  mean  to  discuss,  he 
ahould  think  they  ought  to  be  admitted  to  the  civil  and 
military  service  of  thestate«     Mr.  Beaufoy  strengthened 
his  argument  liy  an  allusion  to  the  situation  and  charac* 
ter  of  Mr.  Howard.     He,  upon  whom  every  kingdom 
in  Europe,  En^and  excepted,  would  gladly  confer,  at 
least  the  common  privileges  of  a  citizen,  .and  whom  the 
proudest  natioa  might  be  happy  to  call  her  own,  was 
incapable  of  legal  admission  into  any  office  in  thiscouU'^ 
try.     Tbe  consequence  was,  that,  his  public  spirit  hav« 
ing  led  him  a  few  years  since  to  brave  the  penalties  of 
the  law,  and  to  serve  in  a  troublesome  and  expensive 
civil  employment,  the  denunciations  of  the  test  act  were 
still  hanging  over  him  ;  and  Mr.  Beaufoy  feared  that 
even  now,  on  his  return  to  his  native  country,  amidst 
the  plaudits  of  an  admiring  world,  it  was  in  the  power 
of  any  desperate  informer,  who  was  willing  to  take  that 
road  to  wealth  and  damnation  which  the  legislature  had 
pointed  out  and  recommended  to  his  choice,  to  prose* 
cute  him  to  conviction,  and  to  bring  upon  him  those 
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dreadful  penalties,  which  constituted  the  punishment  of 
an  outlaw. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  proceeded  to  observe,  that  there  were 
two  other  bodies  of  men,  who  were  injured  by  those 
provisions  of  the  law,  of  which  he  proposed  the  repeaL 
The  first  of  these  was  .composed  of  all  the  adherents  erf 
the  established  church  of  Scodand.    By  the  test  and 
corporation  acts,  no  native  of  Scotland  who  was  of  the 
established  church  in  that  country,  could  be  admitted 
to  any  office  in  England,  or  could  be  employed  in  the 
army  or  the  navy  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  unless 
he  Avould  publicly  profess  a  religion  different  from  his 
own.     Englishmen  residing  in  Scotland  were  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  of  Scots,  and  had  possessed,  without 
this  disgraceful  stipulation,  the  highest  offices  in  that 
country.     Why  then  should  the  naval  or  military  service 
of  the  united  kingdoms  be  fettered  with  English  re- 
straints  ?  Or  why  should  English  conditions  be  annexed 
to  the  possession  of  a  British  office  ?    He  had  heard  it 
said,  from  a  confusion  of  ideas  that  was  scarcely  credit 
ble,  that  to  grant  a  remission  in  favour  of  Scodand  of 
the  test  and  corporation  acts,  would  be  a  breach  of  the 
union  :  an  opinion,  which  supposed  that,  because  by  the 
articles  of  the  union  nothing  could  be  taken  from  Scot- 
land  but  what  was  then  stipulated,  therefore  nothing 
could  be  given*     He  had  proved,  that  the  government 
and  discipline  of  the  church  of  England  derived  no  ad- 
ditional  security  from  these  acts,  whereas  the  act  which 
related  to  the  patronage  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  af. 
fected  its  discipline ;  and  yet  had  not  been  considered 
as  any  breach  of  the  articles  of  union.     The  same  may- 
be said  of  the  subsequent  act,  which  gave  a  complete 
toleration  to  episcopal  dissenters  in  that  country. 

Another  body  of  men  who  were  aggrieved  by  the 
laws  in  question,  were  the  conscientious  ministers  of  the 
church  of  England.  By  the  duties  of  their  function,  by 
the  positive  precepts  of  their  religion,  they  were  enjoin, 
cd,  to  warn  froni  the  sacred  t^ble  all  blasphemers  of 
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God,  all  slanderers  of  his  word,  and  persons  of  a  pro«> 
fligate  life ;  yet  to  those  very  persons,  if  they  demanded  it 
as  a  qualification,  they  were  compelled  by  the  test  act  to 
administer  the  sacramenL  If  there  were  any  thing  se- 
rious in  religion;  if  the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  Eng* 
land  were  not  a  mere  mockery  of  the  human  understand- 
ing ;  if  to  talk  of  peace  of  mind  here  and  of  eternal  con- 
sequences hereafter,  were  not  the  idle  babbling  of  a 
weak  and  childish  superstition  ;  then  must  it  necessarily 
follow,  that  no  pretexts  of  state  policy  could  justify  this 
enormous  profanation,  this  monstrous  attempt,  as  ir* 
rational  as  it  was  impious,  to  strengthen  the  church  of 
England  by  the  debasement  of  the  church  of  Christ. 
Mr.  Beaufoy  mould  have  thought  it  not  unbecoming  the 
bishops,  to  have  solicited  the  removal  of  this  scandal 
from  the  church*  But  let  the  requisition  come  from 
what  quarter  it  might,  sure  he  was,  that  a  compliance 
with  it  belonged  to  that  house  as  a  duty  :  for  whatever 
tended  to  the  debasement  of  religion,  diminished  political 
authority,  and  weakened  the  sanctions  of  civil  disci- 
pline. 


MR,  SHERIDAN. 


On  India  4ffair^» 

Hb  began  with  animadverting  upon  some  incidental  cir- 
cumstances which  had  recendy  occurred.  He  particu* 
larly  dwelt  with  great  indignation  upon  what  he  styled, 
the  low  and  artful  stratagem,  which  had  just  been  prac* 
tised,  of  delivering  to  the  members  and  others,  in  this 
last  period  of  parliamentary  enquiry,  a  printed  paper, 
bearing  the  signature  of  Warren  Hastings,  and  which 
he  was  to  consider  as  a  second  defence  against  the  charge 
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which  he  was  now  to  bring  forward.  Mr.  I^ridan  ob- 
served,  that  it  had  been  insinuated  by  some  persons,  that 
parliament  was  mispending  its  time  in  attending  to  this 
subject,  at  a  period  when  they  might  be  more  usefiillj 
employed ;  when  a  commercial  treaty  with  France  had 
just  been  concluded,  and  there  were  other  matters 
depending  of  immediate  moment,  which  ^  were  siiC> 
ficient  to  engross  their  attention.  Was  iiarliament  mis« 
pending  its  time  by  enquiring  into  the  oppressions  prac* 
tised  upon  millions  of  unfortunate  persons  in  India,  and 
endeavouring  to  bring  to  exemplary  and  condign  punish* 
ment  the  darmg  delinquent  who  hid  been  guihy  of  the 
most  flagrant  acts  of  enormous  tyranny  and  rapaeious 
peculation  ?  Mr«  Sheridan  said/  that  peiiiament  had 
always  shown  it&  peculiar  detestation  of  that  novel  and 
base  sophism  in  the  principles  of  judicial  enquiiy,  that 
crimes  might  be  compounded ;  that  the  guilt  of  Mr. 
Hastings  was  to  be  balanced  by  his  successes,  and  that 
fortunate  events  were  a  full  and  complete  set-off  against 
a  system  of  oppression,  corruption,  breach  of  faith,  pe- 

,  culation,  and  treachery.  The  conduct  of  the  house  of 
commons  in  this  respect,  during  the  preceding  year»  had 
done  them  immortal  honour,  and  proved  to  the  world, 

'  that  however  degenerate  an  example  some  of  the  British 
subjects  had  exhibited  in  India,  the  people  of  England 
collectively,  speaking  and  acting  by  their  representatives, 
felt  as  men  should  feel  on  such  an  occasion*  They  had 
asserted  that  there  were  acts  that  no  political  necessity 
could  warrant ;  and  that  amidst  flagrancies  of  such  an 
inexpiable  description,  was  the  treatment  of  Cheit  Sing* 
They  had  declared,  that  the  man  who  brought  tbe 
charges  was  no  false  accuser ;  that  he  was  not  moved  by 
envy,  malice,  any  unworthy  motives,  or  to  blacken  a  spot* 
less  name ;  but  that  he  was  the  indefatigable,  the  persever- 
ing, and  at  length  the  successful  champion  of  oppressed 
multitudes,  against  their  tyrannical  oppressor.  They  had 
proved  themselves  superior  to  the  presumptuous  preten- 
sions that  were  advanced  in  lavour  of  this  pillar  of  India, 
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this  corner-stone  of  our  strength  in  the  East,  this  talis^ 
man  of  the  British  territories  in  Asia,  whose  character 
was  said  to  be  above  censure,  and  whose  conduct  was 
not  within  the  reach  of  suspicion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  stated  the  present  charge  respecting  the 
begums  of  Oude,  as  replete  with  criminality  of  the  black- 
est dye ;  with  tyranny  the  most  vile  and  premeditated  ; 
with  corruption  the  most  open  and  shameless;  with 
oppression  the  roost  severe  and  grinding,  and  with  cru- 
elty the  most  hard  and  unparalleled.  He  professed  to 
God»  that  he  felt  in  his  own  bosom  the  strongest  per^ 
sonal  conviction  on  the  present  subject.  It  was  upon 
that  conviction,  that  he  believed  the  conduct  of  Mr<^ 
Hastings  in  regard  to  the  nabob  of  Oude^  and  to  the 
begums,  comprehended  in  it  every  species  of  human 
offence.^  He  had  proved  himself  guilty  of  rapacity  at 
once  violent  and  insatiable ;  of  treachery  cool  and  pre- 
meditated ;  of  oppression  useless  and  unprovoked ;  of 
breach  of  &ith  unwarrantable  and  base ;  of  cruelty  un« 
manly  and  unmerciful.  These  were  the  crimes,  of  which 
in  his  soul  and  his  conscience  he  arraigned  Mr.  Hastings^ 
and  of  which  he  had  the  confidence  to  say  he  should 
convict  him.  He  was  &r  from  meaning  to  rest  the 
charge  upon  assertion,  or  upon  the  warm  expressions 
which  the  impulse  of  wounded  feelings  might  produce. 
He  would  establish  every  part  of  the  charge  by  the  most 
unanswerable  proof,  and  the  most  unquestionable  evi« 
dence.  He  would  support  every  fact  by  a  testimony, 
which  few  would  venture  to  contradict — ^that  of  Mr. 
Hastings  himself.  As  there  were  persons  ready  to  stand 
up  his  advocates,  he  challenged  them  to  watch  him ;  to 
watch  if  he  advanced  one  inch  of  assertion,  for  which  he 
bad  not  solid  ground ;  for  he  trusted  nothing  to  decla- 
mation.  He  desired  credit  for  no  fact  whidi  he  did 
not  prove,  which  he  did  not  demonstrate  beyond  the 
possibility  of  refutation.  He  should  not  desert  the  clear 
and  invincible  ground  of  truth  tlu-ough  one  particle  of 
his  allegations ;  while,  in  the  defence  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
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on  the  contrary,  not  one  single  circumstance  was  stated 
which  had  its  foundation  in  truth. 

It  was  there  endeavoured  to  be  proved,  that  the  trea- 
sures of  the  begums  were  not  private  property,  but  that 
they  belonged  of  right  to  the  nabob.    To  establish  this, 
various  steps  were  related,  which  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Bristow  in  the  year  1775  and  1776,  to  procure  from  the 
begums  assistance  to  the  nabob ;  not  one  of  which  steps, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings,  was  true.     It  must  be  re- 
membered,   that    at  that  period  the  begums  did  not 
merely  desire,   but  expressly    stipulated,   that    of   the 
300,0001.  promised,  110,0001.  should  l^e  paid  in  sundry 
articles  of  manufacture.     Was  it  not  obvious,  that  the 
sale  of  goods  in  this  case,  which  had  been  brought  by 
Mr.  Hastings  as  an  apology  for  the  exposition  of  their 
pilfered  goods  to  public  auction  in  1781,  &r  from  par* 
taking  of  the   nature  of  an  act  of  plunder,  was  an 
extension  of  relief,  indulgence,  and  accommodation? 
Mr.  Hastings  alledged  the  principles  of  the  Mahometan 
law  in  mitigation  of  his  severities ;  as  if  he  meant  to 
insinuate,  that  there  was  something  in  Mahometanism, 
which  rendered  it  impious  in  a  son  not  to  plunder  his 
mother.     The  minutes  of  council  in  the  year  1775  es- 
tablished an  opinion,  that  the  women  on  the  death  of 
their  husbands  were  entitled  by  the  Mahometan  law 
only  to  the  property  within  the  zenana  or  harem  where 
they  lived.     The  opinion  was  decisive  :  the  resident  used 
no  threats ;  military  compulsion  was  not   so  much  as 
menaced ;  the  disputed  property  was  given  up  by  the 
begums,  and  the  farther  treasure  which  was  within  the 
zenana  was  confessedly  their  own.    A  treaty  had  even, 
been  signed  by  the  nabob,  and  ratified  by  Mr.  Bristow, 
in  the  nature  of  a  guarantee,  by  which  it  was  stipulated, 
that,  on  their  paying  300,0001,   they  should  be  freed 
from  all  farther  application.     Was  this  transaction  of  a 
nature  calculated  to  prove  that  the  right  to  the  treasure  of 
the  begums  was  vested  in  the  nabob  ?  If  the  Mahometan 
law  had  even  given  such  a  right,  was  not  that  right  ex- 
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eluded  by  the  treaty?  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  even 
in  the  year  1775,  the  princesses  of  Oude  had  entertain- 
ed a  reliance  upon  the  protection  of  the  British  govern- 
ment ;  and  to  prove  this  he  quoted  a  letter  of  that  date 
from  the  begum,  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, in  which  she  observed,  "  If  it  is  your  pleasure^ 
that  the  mother  of  the  late  nabob,  myself,  his  other  wo- 
men,  and  his  infant  children,  should  be  reduced  to  a 
state  of  dishonour  and  distress,  we  must  submit.  Bat 
if,  on  the  contrary,  you  call  to  mind  the  friendship  of  the 
late  blessed  nabob,  you  will  exert  yourself  effectually  in 
&vour  of  us  who  are  helpless." 

Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  examine  the  allegations 
which  had  been  employed  as  the  immediate  pretenses, 
for  seizing  the  treasure  of  the  begums.  It  was  said  that 
they  had  given  disturbance  at  all  times  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  nabob ;  that  they  had  long  manifested  a  spi- 
rit hostile  to  his  and  to  the  English  government ;  that 
they  had  excited  the  y  midars  to  revolt ;  and  that  they  had 
excited  and  were  accJisory  to  the  insurrection  at  Benares. 
Kach  of  these  allegations  was  sufficiently  disproved  by 
Mr.  Hastings  himself,  who  made  it  appear,  that  on 
the  contrary  they  had  particularly  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  friendship  for  the  English,  and  by  the 
various  good  offices  which  they  rendered  to  the  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Hastings  left  Calcutta  in  1781,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Lucknow,  as  he  said  himself,  with  two  great 
objects  in  his  mind,  Benares  and  Oude.  What  was  the 
nature  of  these  boasted  resources  ?  They  resembled 
the  equitable  alternative  of  a  highwayman,  who,  in  go- 
ing forth  in  the  evening,  was  held  in  suspence  which 
of  his  resources  to  prefer,  Bagshot  or  Hounslow.  In 
such  a  state  of  generous  irresolution  did  Mr.  Hastings 
proceed  to  Benares  and  Oude.  At  Benares  he  failed 
ill  his  pecuniary  object.  Then,  and  not  till  then, — ^not 
on  account  of  any  ancient  enmities  shown  by  the  be- 
gums ;  not  in  resentment  for  any  old  disturbances,  but 
because  he  had  failed  in  one  place,  nnd  had  but  two  in 
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prospect, — did  he  CQnccive  the  base  expedient  of  plun- 
dering these  aged  women.  He  had  no  pretence,  he  had 
no  excuse ;  he  had  nothing  but  the  arrogant  and  obsti- 
nate determination  to  govern  India  by  his  own  cor- 
nipt  wUl,  to  plead  for  his  conduct.  Inflamed  by  disap- 
pointment in  his  first  project,  he  hastened  to  the  fortress 
of  Chunar,  to  Meditate  the  more  atrocious  design  of 
instigating  a  son  against  his  mother,  of  sacrificing  female 
dignity  and  distress  to  parricide  and  plunder.  At  Chu« 
nar  was  that  infamous  treaty  concerted,  in  which,  among 
other  articles,  Mr.  Hastings  had  stipulated  with  one 
whom  he  called  an  independent  prince,  "  That,  as  great 
distress  had  arisen  to  the  nabob's  govemmmt  from  the 
military  power  and  dominion  assumed  by  the  jaghiredars, 
he  be  permitted  to  resume  such  of  their  lands  as  he 
may  deem  to  be  necessary." 

No  sooner  v/as  this  foundation  of  iniquity  established, 
in  violation  of  the  pledged  faith  and  solemn  guarantee 
of  the  British  government,  no  sooner  had  Mr.  Hastings 
determined  to  invade  the  substance  of  justice  than  he 
resolved  to  avail  himself  of  her  judicial  forms ;  and  ac- 
cordingly dispatched  a  messenger  for  the  chief  justice 
of  India,  to  assist  him  in  perpetrating  the  violations  he 
had  projected.  Sir  Elijah  Impey  being  arrived,  Mr. 
Hastings  with  much  art  proposed  a  question  of  opinion, 
involving  an  unsubstantiated  fact,  m  order  to  obtain 
a  surreptitious  approbation  of  the  /neasure  he  had  pre- 
determined  to  adopt.  "  The  begums  being  in  actual 
rebellion,  might  not  the  nabob  confiscate  their  property?" 
**Mo8t  undoubtedly,"  was  the  ready  answer  of  the 
friendly  judge.  Not  a  syllable  of  enquiry  intervened  as 
to  the  existence  of  the  imputed  rebellion ;  not  a  mo- 
ment's pause  as  to  the  ill  purposes  to  which  the  deci- 
sion of  a  chief  justice  might  be  perverted.  It  was  not 
the  office  of  a  friend,  to  mix  the  grave  caution  and  cold 
circumspection  of  a  judge  with  an  opinion  taken  in  such 
circumstances ;  and  sir  rllijah  had  previously  declared, 
that  he  gave  his  advice,  not  as  a  judge,  but  as  a  friend  : 
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a  character  which  he  e^ally  preferred  in  the  strange 
of&ce  which  he  undertook,  of  coUecting  justifyii^  af- 
fidavits on  the  subject  of  Benares«     Mr«  Sheridan  said, 
it  was  curious  to  reflect  on  the  whole  of  sir  Elijah's  cir. 
cuit  at  that  perilous  time.    Sir  Elijah  had  stated  his 
desire  of  relaxing  from  the  fatigues  of  office,  and  un* 
bending  his  mind  in  a  party  of  health  and  pleasure :  yet 
wisely  apprehending^  ihsit  too  sudden  relaxation  might 
defeat  its  object,  he  had  contrived  to  mix  some  con^ 
cems  of  business  W)th  his  amusements.     In  his  littl« 
airing  of  nine  hundred  miles,  great  part  of  which  he 
travelled  post,  escorted  by  an  army,  he  had  selected  those 
very  situations  where  insurrection  subsisted,  and  re- 
bellion was  threatened  ;  and  had  not  only  delivered  his 
deep  and  curious  researches  into  the  laws  of  nations  and 
treaties,  in  the  capacity  of  the  Oriental  Grotius,  whom 
Mr;  Hastings  was  to  study,  but  also  appeared  in  the 
humbler  and  more  practical  situation  of  a  collector  of 
ex  pane  evidence*     In  the  former  quality,  his  opinion 
was  the  premature  sanction  for  the  pltmdering  the  be- 
gums ;  in  the  latter  character,  he  became  the  posthumous 
supporter  of  the  expulsion  and  pillage  of  the  Raja  Cheit 
Sing.    Acting  on  an  unproved  &ct,  on  a  position  as 
ideal  as  a  datum  of  the  duke  of  Richmond,  he  had  not 
hesitated  in  the  first  instance  to  lend  his  authority  to  an 
tmlimited  persecution.     In  the  latter  he  did  not  disdain 
to  scud  about  India,  like  an  itinerant  informer,  with  a 
pedlar's  pack  of  gartded  evidence  and  surreptitious  affida- 
vits.    With  a  generous  oblivion  of  duty  and  honour, 
with  a  proud  sense  of  having  authorised  all  future  rapa- 
city, and  sanctioned  all  past  oppression,  this  friendly 
judge  proceeded  on  his  circuit  of  heahh  and  ease.  While 
the  governor-general  issued  his  orders  to  plunder  the 
begums  of  their  treasure^  sir  Elijah  pursued  his  pro- 
gress, and  explored  a  countr}%  that  presented  a  speak- 
ing picture  of  hunger  and  nakedness,  in  quest  of  objects 
best  suited  to  his  feelings ;  in  anxious  search  Qf  calamities 
most  akm  to  his  invalid  imagination.  Thus,  at  the  same 
Vol.  II.  48 
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■KHnent  that  the  sword  of  goyernment  wad  turned  to  an 
assassin's  dagger,  the  pure  ermine  of'justice  was  stained 
and  soiled  wiUi  the  basest  contamination.  Such  were 
the  circumstances,  under  which  Mr.  Hastings  comj^t* 
ed  the  treaty  of  Chunar ;  a  treaty,  \i^ich  might  challenge 
all  the  treaties  that  ever  existed,  for  containing  in  the 
smallest  compass  the  most  extensive  treachery. 

Mr.  Hastings  did  not  consent  to  that  treaty,  till  he 
had  received  from  the  nabob  a  present^  or  rather  a  bribe, 
of  100,000.  The  circumstances  of  this  present,  Mr. 
Sheridan  said,  were  as  extraordinary  as  the  present  it* 
self.  Four  months  afterwards,  and  not  till  then,  Mr. 
Hastings  communicated  k  to  the  company,  at  the  same 
time  observing,  that  '^  the  present  was  of  a  magnitude 
not  to  be  concealed.'^  Mr.  Shendan  averred,  ^t  the 
whole  transaction  had  its  rise  in  a  principle  of  rank  cor- 
ruption* And  what  was  the  consideration  for  this  extra- 
ordinary bribe  ?  No  less  than  tlie  withdrawing  from  Oude, 
not  only  all  the  Englishmen  in  official  situaticMis,  but  the 
whole  of  the  Englbh  army,  and  that  at  the  very  moment 
when  he  had  himself  stated  the  whole  country  of  Oude 
to  be  in  open  rebellion.  At  the  very  moment  that  he 
pocketed  the  extorted  spoils  of  the  nabob,  he  said  to 
the  English  gentlemen,  with  lus  usual  grave  hypocrisy 
and  cant,  '*  Go,  you  oppressive  rascals  I  Go  from  th» 
worthy  unhappy  man,  whom  you  have  plundered,  and 
leave  him  to  my  protection !  You  have  robbed  Mmy 
you  have  plundered  him,  you  have  taken  advsmtage 
of  his  accumulated  distresses.  But,  please  God,  he 
shall  in  future  be  at  pest,  for  I  have  promised  him 
that  he  shall  never  see  the  face  of  an  Englishman 
again."  This  however  was  the  only  part  of  the  treaty^ 
that  he  even  afiected  to  fulfil.  In  all  its  other  arti- 
cles, we  learn  from  himself,  that  at  the  very  moment 
that  he  made  it  he  meant  to  deceive  the  nabob.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  advised  the  general  instead  of  the  par* 
tial  resumption  of  the  jaghves,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  defeating  the  first  views  of  that  prince;  and,  instead 
of  giving  instance  and  unqusdified  effect  to  aU  the  articles 
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of  the  treaty,  he  perpetually  qualified,  explained,  and 
varied  them  with  new  diminutions  and  reservations.  Mr. 
Sheridan  called  upon  his  hearers  to  say,  if  there  were 
any  theory  in  Machiavel,  any  treachery  upon  record, 
any  cold  Italian  fraud,  which  could  in  any  degree  be 
put  in  comparison  with  the  disgusting  hypocrisy  and  un^ 
equalled  baseness,  which  Mr.  Hastings  hsKl  sliown  upon 
ttus  occasion  ?  -  "  " 

He  recollected  to  have  heard  it  advanced  by  some  of 
those  admirers  of  Mr.  Hastings,  who.  were  not  so  im- 
plicit as  to  give  unqualified  applause  to  his  crimes,  that 
they  found  an  apology  for  the  atrocity  of  them  in  the 
greatness  of  his  mind.  To  estimate  the  solidity  of  such 
a  defence,  it  was  sufficient  merely  to  consider  in  what  it 
was,  that  this  prepossessing  distinction,  this  captivating 
characteristic  consbted.  Was  it  not  solely  to  be  traced 
in  great  actions  directed  to  great  ends?  In  them  only 
were  we  to  search  for  true  magnanimity  ;  to  them  only 
could  we  affix  the  splendour  and  the  honours  of  true 
greatness.  There  was  indeed  another  species  of  great* 
ness,  which  displayed  itself  in  boldly  conceiving  a  bad 
measure,  and  undauntedly  pursuing  it  to  its  accom- 
plishment*  Had  Mr*  Hastings  the  merit  of  exhibiting 
either  of  these  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  saw  nothing  great,  nothing 
magnanimous,  nothing  open,  nothing  direct  in  his  mea« 
sures  or  his  mind.  On  the  contrary,  he  pursued  the  worst 
objects  by  the  worst  means.  His  course  was  an  eternal 
deviation  from  rectitude.  At  one  time  he  tyrannized 
over  the  will,  and  at  another  time  deluded  the  under- 
standing. He  was  by  turns  a  Dionysius  and  a  Scapim 
As  well  might  the  writhing  obliquy  of  the  serpent  be 
compared  to  the  direct  path  of  the  arrow,  as  the  duplicity 
of  Mr.  Hastings's  ambition  to  the  simple  steadiness  of 
genuine  magnanimity.  In  his  mind  all  was  shuffling, 
ambiguous,  dark,  insidious,  and  little.  Nothing  simple, 
nothing  unmixed ;  all  affiscted  plainness,  and  actual  diat 
simuk^on*  He  ^vras  an  heterogeneous  mass  of  contra* 
dictofj  qualities^  wkh  notl^ng  great  but  his  crimes,  and 
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Aose  oontraited  by  the  littleness  of  his  modves ;  whkdi 
at  once  denoted  his  profligacy  and  his  meanness^  and 
marked  him  for  a  traitor  and  a  juggler.  In  his  style  of 
writing,  Mr,  Sheridan  perceived  the  same  mixture  of 
vicious  contrarieties.  The  most ffrov^Uing  ideas  1m  con- 
veyed in  the  most  inflated  language,  giving  mock  con^ 
sequence  to  low  cavils,  and  uttering  quibbleaio  heroics ; 
so  that  his  compositions  disgusted  the  taste  of  the  under. 
standing,  as  much  as  his  actions  excited  the  ahborxence 
of  the  soul.  Mr.  Sheridmi  traced  the  same  character 
through  almost  every  department  of  his  government* 
Alike  in  the  military  and  the  political  Tmc,  we  might 
observe  auctioneering  ambassadors  and  trading  generaJs. 
We  saw  a  revolution  brought  about  by  an  affidavit ;  an 
army  employed  in  executing  an  arrest  j  a  town  besieged 
on  a  note  of  hand ;  and  a  prince  dethroned  ficar  due  ba- 
kinceofan  account.  Thus  it  was,  that  a  government 
was  exhibited,  uniting  the  mock  majesty  of  a  bloody 
sceptre,  and  the  little  traffic  of  a  membant's  counmig. 
house ;  wielding  a  tnmcheon  with  one  hand,  and  pick* 
ing  a  pocket  with  the  other.  From  the  fects  he  had 
stated,  Mr.  gheridan  inferred,  that  the  begums  had  not 
given  disturbance  to  the  government,  that  they  had  not 
excited  the  zemidars  to  revolt,  and  that  tliey  were  not 
concerned  in  the  insurrection  of  Benares.  Their  trea<^ 
sures  were  their  treason  s  and  Asoph  ul  Dowla  had 
thought  like  an  unwise  prince,  when  he  blamed  his 
father  for  leaving  him  so  little  wealth.  |iis  father  had 
acted  with  true  policy,  in  leaving  his  son  with  no  tempta- 
tions about  him  to  excite  acts  of  violence  from  the  ra- 
pacious. He  cloathed  him  with  poverty  as  with  a  shield, 
and  armed  him  with  necessity  as  with  a  sword  ^ 

Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  examine  a  farther  apology 
which  Mr.  Hastings  had  suggested  for  his  conduct. 
^'Thc  begums  had  resisted  the  resumption  of  theja^g- 
hires.'*  If  they  had  done  so,  they  would  have  bcm 
ixuilty  of  no  crime ;  but  the  contrary  to  this  was  the  &ct. 
Tould  any  thing  in  the  mean  time  be  more  absnYd  than 
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the  very  idea  of  such  aa-  apology  ?  Mr.  Hastii^>  when 
he  waa  retarned  to  Calcutta^  slated  the  resistance  of  tho 
begums  to  the  resumpjtion  in  lanuaFy  1782,  as  the 
ground  for  coBfiacatii^  tbeirtroaaures  ia  November  17A1^ 
The  begums^  were  by  timr  condUion,  their  age,  and  their 
infirmities^  almost  the  only  two  souls  in  India,  who 
could  not  l»ive  thought  of  distressing  that  governmait 
from  which  alone  they  could  hope  for  protection  ;  and 
who  could  not  entertain  a  design  so  absurd,  as  to  depose 
the  reigning  prince,  who  was  their  nearest  relation.  Fer« 
haps,  indeed,  it  would  be  objected  to  him  as  improper, 
to  infer,  because  there  was  no  motive  for  the  offences 
'  imputed  to  these  women,  that  of  necessary  consequence 
thne  imputations  were  false*  The  conduct  of  Mr« 
Hastings  sufficiently  evinced,  that  there  was  such  a 
crime  as  wanton,  unprovoked  wickedness.  But,  as  to 
the  immediate  case,  it  would  appear  from  the  most  in* 
controvertible  testimony,  that  insurrections,  such  as 
those  which  had  been  cited,  had  constantly  taken  place 
in  Oude,  and  that  reasons  but  too  natural  might  be  as«  ' 
signed  fi>r  them  at  the  period  in  question.  To  ascribe 
them  to  the  begums  was  wandering  even  beyond  the 
improbabilities  of  fiction.  It  would  not  be  more  absurd 
to  affirm,  that  famine  would  not  have  pinched,  nor 
thirst  have  parched,  nor  extermination  have  depopulat- 
ed, but  for  the  interference  of  these  old  women.  But 
Mr.  Hastings  added,  ^^  that  they  complained  of  the  in^ 
justice  that  was  done  them."  God  of  heaven !  had  they 
not  a  right  to  complain !  Afiier  the  violation  of  a  solemn 
treaty^  plundered  of  their  property,  and  on  the  eve  of 
the  1^  extremi^  of  misery,  were  they  to  be  deprived 
of  the  ultimate  resource  of  impotent  wretchedness, 
lamentation,  and  regret?  Was  it  a  crime,  that  they 
Bhoukl  crowd  together  in  fluttering  trepidation,  like  a 
flock  of  resistless  birds  on  seeing  the  felon  kite^  who, 
having  darted  at  one  devoted  bird  and  missed  his  aim, 
singled  out  a  new  object,  and  was  springing  on  his  prey, 
with  redoubled  vigour  in  his  wing,  and  keener  vengeance 
in  his  eye? 
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:  Mr.  Sheridan  now  entered  into  a  discussion  of  the 
affidavits,  by  which  the  rebellion  of  the  begums  was  en- 
deavoured to  be  authenticated.  In  mentioning  that  of 
Mr.  Middieton  he  exclaimed^ — ^The  God  of  Justice  for- 
bid,  that  any  man  in  this  house  should  make  up  his  mind 
to  accuse  Mr.  Hastings,  upon  the  ground  which  Mr. 
Middieton  took  for  condemning  the  begums ;  or  that  a 

.  verdict  of  guilty  for  the  most  trivial  misdemeanoursshould 
be  found  against  the  poorest  wretch  that  ever  had  ex- 
istence, upon  imputations  so  futile  and  absurd !  Major 
Williams,  among  the  strange  reports  that  filled  these 
affidavits,  stated  that  he  heard,  that  fifty  British  troops, 
watching  two  hundred  prisoners,  had  been  surrounded 
by  six  thousand  of  the  enemy,  and  relieved  by  the  ap- 
proach of  nine  men.  But  the  attention  of  the  house  was 
still  more  strongly  claimed  by  the  affidavit  of  captaia 
Gordon^  who  had  displayed  the  gratefulness  of  his  spi- 
rit and  temper  in  the  most  extraordinary  mamier.  Cap- 
tain Gordon  was  just  before,  not  merely  released  from 

*  danger,  but  preserved  from  imminent  death,  by  the 
very  person  whose  accuser  he  had^thought  fit  to  become* 
And  yet,  incredible  as  it  might  appear,  at  the  expiration 
of  two  little  days  from  his  deliverance,  he  had  deposed 
against  the  distressed  and  unfortunate  woman,  to  whom 
he  owed  his  existence ;  and  upon  hearsay  evidence,  ac> 
cused  her  of  crimes  and  rebellion.  Mr.  Sheridan  de- 
sired here  to  pause  for  a  moment,  and  particularly  to  ad- 
dress himself  to  one  description  of  persons,  those  of 
the  learned  profession,  within  those  walls.  Of  sir  Lloyd 
Kenyon,  the  expected  successor  of  lord  Mansfield,  the 
brighest  luminary  that  ever  dignified  the  profession,  he 
would  ask  calmly  to  reflect  on  these  extraordinary  de- 
positions, and  solemnly  to  declare,  whether  the  mass  of 
affidavits  taken  at  Lucknow  would  be  admitted  by  him 
as  evidence,  to  convict  the  lowest  object  in  this  coun- 
try. If  he  said  it  would,  he  declared  to  God  he  would 
sit  down,  and  not  add  a  syllable  more  to  the  too  long 
trespass  which  he  had  made  upon  the  patience  of  the 
liouse. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  alluded  to  Mr.  Hastings's  having  bnce 
remarked,  that  a  mind  touched  with  superstition,  might 
have  contemplated  the  fate  of  the  Rohillas  with  peculiar 
impressions.     If  the  mind  of  Mr.  Hastings  were  suscep* 
tible  of  the  images  of  superstition,  if  his  fancy  could 
suffer  any  disturbance,  he  might  indeed  feel  extraordi- 
nary  emotions  in  contemplating  the  scenes  Mr.   She** 
ridan  had  been  endeavouring  to  describe.     He  might 
image  the  proud  spirit  of  Suja  ul  Dowla,  looking  down 
upon  the  ruin  and  devastation  of  his  family ;  beholding 
that  palace,  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  first  wrested  from 
his  Imnd,  and  afterwards  restored,  plundered  by  the  very 
army  with  which  he  had  vanquished  the  Marhattas ;  that 
plunder,  which  he  had  ravished  from  the  Rohillas,  seiz« 
ed  and  confiscated  by  his  perfidious  ally ;  that  Middle* 
ton,  who  had  been  engaged  in  managing  the  previous 
violations,  most  busy  to  perpetrate  the  last;  that  Hast- 
ings,  whom  on  his  death  bed  he  had  left  the  guardian 
of  his  wife,  his  mother,  and  his  family,  turning  those 
dear  relations,  the  objects  of  his  solemn  trust,  forth  to 
the  merciless  seasons,  and  to  a  more  merciless  soldiery. 
A  mind,  touched  with  superstition,  must  indeed  have 
cherished  such  a  contemplation  with  peculiar  impressions. 
That  Mr.  Hastings  was  regularly  acqu^nted  with  aH 
the  enormities,  committed  on  the  begums,  was  proved 
by  the  clearest  evidence.     It  was  true,  that  Mr.  Mid^ 
dleton  was  rebuked  for  not  being  more  exact ;  but  the 
exactness  required  of  him  afforded  no  apology  for  Mr. 
Hastings's  feelings.     He  did  not  give  an  account  of  the 
number  ef  groans  which  were  heaved,  of  the  quantity 
of  tears  which  were  shed,  of  the  weight  of  the  fetters,  or 
the  depth  of  the  dungeons.     Mr.  Sheridan  observed, 
that  the  governor  general  had  shrunk  from  the  enquiry 
ordered  by  the  court  of  directors,  under  a  new  and 
pompous  doctrine,  "That  the  majesty  of  justice  was  to 
be  approached  with  supplication,  and  was  not  to  de- 
grade itself  by  hunting  for  crimes."    He  had  forgotten, 
it  seemed,  the  infamous  employment  to  which  he  had 
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appointed  an  English  chief  justice,  to  hunt  for  ttMml 
charges  against  irmocent,  defenceless  wom^i.  But  Mr. 
Sheridan  trusted,  that  the  house  would  vindicate  the  in- 
suited  character  of  jtHstice ;  that  they  Would  exhibit  its 
true  quality,  essence,  and  purposes  $  that  they  would  de* 
monstrate  it  to  be,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings,  activci  in- 
quisitive, andaven^ng. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  he  had  heard  of  Actions 
and  parties  in  that  house,  and  knew  that  they  existed. 
Thei*c  was  scarcely  a  subject,  upon  which  they  were  not 
broken  and  divided  into  sects.     The  prerogatives  of  the 
crown  found  their  advocates  among  the  repieseotatives 
6[  the  people.     The  privileges  of  the  people  found  op- 
ponents in  the  house  of  commons  itself.     Habits,  con- 
nectfons,  parties,  aH  led  to  a  diver^ty  of  opinion.    But, 
when  inhuitianity  presented  itself  to  their  observation,  it 
found  no  division  among  them.     They  attacked  it  as 
their  common  enemy,  and  conceiving  that  the  charac- 
ter d[  the  country  was  involved  in  their  zeal  for  its  ruin, 
they  quitted  not  their  undertaking,  till  it  was  completely 
overthrown.     It  was  not  given  to  that  liouse,  to  behoM 
the  objects  of  their  compassion  and  benevolence  in  tUe 
present  extensive  enquiry,,  as  it  was  to  the  officers  who 
relieved    them,    and  who  so  feelingly   described   the 
extatic  emotions  of  gratitude  in  the  instant  of  deliverance. 
They  could  not  belaid  tlie  workings  erf  their  hearts,  the 
quivering  lips,  the  trickling  tears,  the  loud,  yet  tremu- 
lous joys  of  the  millions,  whom  their  vote  of  that  night 
would  for  ever  save  from  the  cruelty  of  corrupted  pow  er. 
But,  though  they  could  not  directly  see  the  eifect,  ^as 
not  the  true  enjoyment  of  their  benevolence  increased,  by 
its  being  conferred  upseen?  Would  not  the  omnipotence 
of  Britain  be  demonstrated,  to  the  wonder  of  nations,  by 
stretching  its  mighty  arm  across  the  deep,  and  saving 
by  its  fiat  distant  millions  from  destruction  ?  And  would 
the  blessings  of  the  people  thus  saved  dissipate  in  empty 
dr  ?  No.     If  he  might  dare  to  use  the  figure,  they 
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would  coMtitute  heaven  itself  their  proatr/  to  receive  for 
them  the  blessings  of  their  pious  thank^ivlng,  and  the 
prayers  their  gratitude  would  dictate. 

MR.  PITT. 


On  the  Regency. 

Hb  acknowledged,  that  in  his  conception  any  abstract 
or  theoretical  question  would  be  wholly  unnecessary^ 
and  the  discussion  of  it  altogether  unproductive  of  utility 
and  advantage.    But  he  denied  that  the  question  of 
right  which  he  now  oflbrcdto  the  liouse  of  commons  was 
of  that  nature.    It  was,  on  the  contrary,  an  enquiry  that 
stood  in  the  way  of  dl  their  subsequent  proceedings. 
They  were  free  neither  to  deliberate  nor  to  decMe,  while 
the  doubt  of  an  existing  right  hung  over  tlieir  heads ; 
they  could  not  speak  intelligibly,  or  to  any  pnipose,  till 
they  knew  their  proper  character,  and  whether  they  were 
exercising  their  own  privileges  for  tlie  safety  of  the 
crown  and  the  welfare  of  the  people,  or  were  usurping 
that  which  had  never  belonged  to  them.    Mr.  Pitt  as- 
serted the  utility  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
entered  into  an  investigation  of  the  precedents  that  had 
been  adduced.^   They  fell  under  the  heads  of  inrancy« 
absence,  and  indisposition.     In  the  minorities  of  king 
Edward  the  Third  and  king  Richard  the  Second,  Parlia- 
ment, whether  wisely  or  weakly  was  not  now  tlie  ques« 
tion,  had  appointed  councils  of  regency  to  exercise  tlic 
royal  authority.     The  third  instance  occurred  in  the  in^ 
fancy  of  king  Henry  the  Sixth.    The  duke  of  Gloucester^ 
the  king^s  uncle,  had  at  that  time  called  together  the  par* 
liament,  one  of  the  first  of  whose  measures  was  to  ratifj; 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  convoked,  not  con- 
sidering  the  sanction  of  the  duke  as  a  sufficient  autho- 
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fity.  The  same  noUeman  had  gone  farther ;  he  hai 
claimed  the  regency,  and  applied  to  parliament  to  recog- 
xu^e  his  right  What  was  the  answer?  They  asserted, 
that  neither  his  birth  nor  the  will  of  the  late  monarch 
gave  him  any  power  to  exercise  the  royal  authority, 
^ving  thus  established  their  ow^  privileges,  they  then 
declared  the  duke  of  Gloucester  himself  protector,  and 
con^ded  to  him  the  person  of  their  infant  sovereign. 
Here  then  was  an  instance  in  which  the  claim  of  right 
)iad  been  direcdy  advanced,  and  explicitly  decided  on 
by  the  authority  of  parliament.  The  next  sort  of  prece- 
dents  were  those  diat  were  founded  in  the  king's  ^  ab* 
$ence  in  foreign  realms,  These  cases  his  adversaries 
had  asserted  to  be  clearly  in  tlieir  favour,  and  they  ap- 
pealed in  a  triumphant  tone  to  the  regencies  of  Lionel 
duke  of  Clarence,  and  of  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  when 
a  minor.  Granting  these  case3  to  be  as  decisive,  as 
the  advocates  of  the  present  novel  doctrine  could  rea- 
sonably expect,  what  did  they  decide  ?  Clearly  the  truth 
and  certainty  of  the  present  resolutions.  If  a  right  to 
represent  the  king  existed  in  the  heir  apparent,  it  must 
be  a  perfect,  an  entire  right,  a  right  that  admitted  of 
neither  mode  nor  limitation.  If  any  thing  short  of  the 
whole  power  were  given,  it  would  manifestly  fall  short 
of  the  extent  of  the  claim,  and  consequently  .be  an  ac- 
knowledgment that  no  such  claim  existed.  Mr.  Pitt 
iirentured  to  assert,  that  the  powers  vested  in  the  castas 
regni  had  always  been  less  than  those  of  the  king.  He 
ealled  upon  his  hearers  to  advert  to  the  ancient  records, 
and  concluded,  that,  because  the  power  of  bestowing 
benefices  for  instance  had  occasionally  been  given,  their 
prerogatives  had  always  been  subject  to  some  limita- 
tion. In  modem  times  the  appointment  of  lords  justices 
had  been  the  usual  resource,  and  that  frequently  when  a 
prince  of  full  age  was  resident  in  England.  There  was 
0ne  other  precedent  that  remained,  where  the  exercise  of 
royalty  had  been  interrupted  by  indisposition  ;  and  this 
^ppeare4  to  hin^  to  bf  more  a  case  in  point  thaun  any  of 
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the  rest    The  precedent  to  which  he  alluded  was  that 
of  the  protectorate  of  the  duke  of  York,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  the  Sixth*     The  fieir  apparent  had  indeed 
at  that  time  been  a  minor,  but  this  variation  in  the  re^ 
cord  was  fully  supplied  by  the  reversionary  patent  that 
parliament  had  directed  to  be  issued,  granting  the  regen- 
cy  to  the  prince  of  Wales  when  he  should  attain  full  age^ 
with  precisely  the  same  powers  as  those  of  the  duke  of 
York  ;  that  is,  with  such  limitations  and  restrictions  a$ 
amounted  to  a  positive  denial  of  his  hereditary  right. 
From  all  these  examples  Mr.  Pitt  concluded^  that  the 
whole  stream  of  history  was  in  his  favour,  and  that  the 
hous6  could  not  refuse  the  resolutions  he  offered,  in  con- 
sistency with  precedent  and  the  forms  of  the  constitii-^ 
tion.     They  were  now  called  upon  to  declare  their  in- 
herent rights ;  and  if  they  failed  to  do  it  fully  and  expli^ 
citly,  their  conduct  would  undoubtedly  be  ascribed  to 
motives  of  personal  interest,  rather  than  a  regard  to  the 
.  honour  and  safety  of  the  crown,  and  an  attention  to  the 
true  interests  of  their  country.     He  remarked,  that  the 
claim  of  right  had  originally  been  asserted  by  Mr.  Folc 
in  much  stronger  and  more  elevated  terms  than  those 
which  it^as  now  thought  prudent  to  employ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  sense  of  the  country  at 
large,  that  no  such  right  had  the  shadow  of  existence* 
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AroiOGizED  frotn  indisposition  formit  entering  tAe« 
thodically  into  a  farther  justification  of  his  opinion,  re«> 
specting  which  indeed  he  had  argued  enough  upon  for- 
mer occasions.  Any  man  however  would  have  imagined, 
from  the  weakneaa  of  the^  arguments  advanced  on  the 
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other  sidif  tliat  those  who  adduced  them,  had  wUied 
to  provoke  him  to  the  most  unqualified  assertion  di  die 
doctrine  he  had  suggested.    From  the  extreme  futitttjr 
of  their  re«ionings,  from  the  glaring  absurdity  of  their 
inferences,  the  false  premises  they  had  laid  down,  and  the 
irrelevant  and  inapplicable  precedents  upon  wfaick  they 
pretended  to  rely,  they  perhaps  thought  that  diey  held  out 
a  temptation  so  strong,  that  flesh  and  blood  could  not 
withstand  it.    Could  the  minister  and  his  friends  sup- 
pose that  the  house  would  think  them  serioos  in  sup- 
porting their  systems  by  the  series  of  precedents  that  was 
now  offered  ?  How  miseraUe  must  be  that  9ys^mt  the 
prominent  features  of  which  were  so  highly  disgraceful ! 
Was  the  practice  of  the  present  times,  times  so  enlight- 
ened, and  in  which  the  principles  of  the  constitution  were 
so  well  understood,  to  be  grounded  on  precedents  drawn 
from  the  dark  and  barbarous  period  of  king  Henry  the 
Sixth?    Were  the  rights  of  the  house  t^commcmsin 
(»ie  of  the  most  difficult  moments  that  had  ever  occurred, 
to  be  maintained  and  vindicated  by  an  example,  in  wUch 
the  bourse  of  lords  had  usurped  an  exclusive  authori^, 
and  in  which  the  rights  of  the  commons  were  so  Uk  un- 
derstood, tliat  its  speaker  was  at  that  very  moment  in 
prison  on  a  commitment  of  the  house  of  lords  ?    Mr. 
Fox  called  upon  his  hearers  to  reflect  upon  the  catas- 
trophe of  that  period,  the  infamous  transactions  of  which 
were  chosen  for  the  model  of  that  day's  proceedings. 
That  period  hacj  immediately  led  to  the  vtbts   of  the 
houses  of  Lancaster  and  York,  and  had  introduced  those 
dismal  scenes  of  anarchy,  confusion,   bloodshed,  and 
tyranny,  that  were  a  disgrace  to  the  annal&  of  England, 
and  had  reduced  the  kingdom  to  unparalleled  distress. 
With  respect  to  the  other  precedents,  there  was  ndl 
one  of  them  that  related  to  die  case  of  a  prince  of  Wales 
arrived  at  full  age.    If  however  they  tended  to  prove 
any  thing,  it  was  the  prince's  right.    In  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward  the  Thirds  the  Blaek  Prince,  at  only  thirteen  years 
of  age,  was  declared  regem,  and  afterwards,  during  the 
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dhseikce  of  Edward  and  hi$  son,  thft  affptMatment  h^ 
Allen  ott  the  next  brother,  the  duke  of  Clarence*  hx 
the  reiga  of  Henry  the  Si^cth  the  right  of  the  prince  of 
Wales,  thoi^  only  a  year  old,  was  fiilly  and  explicitly 
rec(^;oized.  But  overlooking  all  these  disuuit  examples, 
Mr,  Fox  was  perfectly  of  opinion  that  all  precedents 
prior  to  the  revolution  were  foreign  to  the  purpose,  be* 
cause  at  the  revdution  only  civil  liberty  was  dearly  de« 
fined,  and  the  rights  of  the  diferent  branches  of  the  le« 
gislature  ascertained.  It  was,  Mt.  Fox  contended,  un« 
deniably  evident,  that  the  act  of  settlement  must  be 
alt<^;ether  overlooked,  if  the  prince  of  Wales  were  passed 
over,  and  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Pitt  established.  The 
act  of  settlement  might  clearly  be  defeated,  and  the  sttc« 
cession  to  the  crown  might  be  altered,  if  the  regen^ 
were  vested  in  any  other  hands :  amL  such  had  indeed 
been  actually  the  case  in  the  minister's  favorite  prece- 
dent,  that  of  the  protectorate  of  Richard  duke  c^  Yoik. 
Mr.  Fox  asserted,  that  the  plan  of  Mr.  Pilt  wouki 
radically  alter  the  government,  and  overturn  the  consti- 
tution.  The  right  to  make  laws  rested  in  the  eitire  le- 
gislature, and  not  in  the  concurrence  of  any  two  of  its 
branches.  The  constitution  supposed  each  of  its  three 
branches  to  be  independent  of  the  other,  and  actual^ 
hostile ;  and  if  that  princ^le  were  once  given  up,  there 
was  an  end  of  our  politicsd  freedom.  The  safety  of  the 
whole  depended,  not  upon  the  patriotism  of  any  one 
branch  of  the  legislature,  but  rather  on  the  separate  in- 
terests of  the  diree,  prone  to  the  extension  of  their  indi- 
vidual power,  and  concurring  through  different  views  to 
the  benefit  of  the  community.  Any  man  fiuniliar  vriA 
the  theory  of  the  constitution  would  naturally  tUnk,  and, 
if  he  vrere  questioned,  neadily  answer,  that  due  monarchy 
was  hereditary ;  but,  if  the  doctrine  of  that  day  pre- 
vailed, the  answer  must  be :  **  I  cannot  tell ;  ask  his 
majesty's  physicians.  When  the  king  of  £ngland  b  in 
health,  the  monarchy  is  hereditary ;  but  whoi  he  b  ill, 
ai\d  incapable  of  exercising  the  sovereign  authority,  it  is 
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then  elective/'  A  subtle  and  politic  lawyer  miglit  in* 
deed  be  found,  who  would  alledge,  as  the  solicitor  gene- 
ral. Sir  Archibald  Macdonald  had  done,  that  the  monar* 
chy,  it  was  allowed,  must  be  hereditary,  bat  the  execu- 
tive power  might  be  elective.  The  political  capaeity,  it 
seemed,  of  the  king,  was  immutable,  but  his  natundca* 
pacity  was  liable  to  variations*  Thus  an  hereditary 
monarch  existed  stripped  of  the  regal  functions,  while 
the  person  who  occupied  his  place  in  the  constitution,  was 
liable  to  be  elected  and  modified  by  the  other  branches 
of  the  legislature.  The  legal  metaphysics,  that  thus 
distingubhed  between  the  crown  and  its  functions,  were 
to  him  unintelligible.  .  The  investigators  should  be 
schoolmen  and  not  statesmen,  if  a  question  that  so  deeply 
involved  the  existence  of  the  constitution  were  to  be  thus 
discussed.  But  he  would  put  an  end  to  the  argument 
at  once  by  asking,  where  was  that  famous  dictum  to  be 
found,  by  which  the  crown  was  guarded  with  such  invio* 
lable  sanctity,  while  its  powers  were  left  to  the  mercy  of 
every  asssulant  ? 

Mr.  Fox  ridiculed  the  subtlety  of  Mr.  Pittas  reason* 
ings,  that  the  prince  of  Wales  had  no  more  right  than  be 
had,  at  the  same  time  that  he  confessed  that  parliament 
was  not  at  liberty  to  think  of  any  other  regent ;  and  all 
this  for  the  paltry  triumph  of  a  vote  over  a  political  as* 
tagonist,  and  to  insult  a  prince,  whose  favour  he  was  con- 
scious he  had  not  deserved.  For  himself,  he  had  ever 
made  it  his  pride  to  combat  with  the  crown  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  its  powerandthe  fulnessof  its  authority.  He  wish- 
ed not  to  trample  upon  its  rights,  while  it  lay  extended  at 
his  feet,  deprived  of  its  functions  and  incap^le  of  resist- 
ance.  Let  the  minister  pride  himself  on  a  victory  ob« 
tained  against  a  defenceless  foe ;  let  him  boast  of  a  tri- 
umph where  no  batde  had  been  fought,  and  no  glory 
could  be  obtained ;  let  him  take  advantage  of,  the  cala- 
mities of  human  nature,  and,  like  the  unfeeling  lord  of  a 
manor,  riot  in  the  riches  to  be  acquired  by  sUpwrecks, 
by  rigorously  asserting  a  claim  to  the  waife^  estrays. 
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deodands,  and  all  the  accumulated  profit  of  the  various 
accidents  which  misfortune  could  throw  into  his  power  *^ 
let  it  never  be  his  boast  to  have  gained  such  victories, 
obtained  such  triumphs,  or  availed  himself  of  wealth  so 
acquired.     Mr.  Fox  was  ready  to  admit  that  Mr.  Pitt's 
administration  had  been  in  some  respects  intitled  to 
praiiie.     The  whole  conduct  of  the  Dutch  transaction,  in 
particular,  was  wise  and  vigorous,  laudable  in  its  design 
and  effectual  in  its  execution.    Of  his  other  measures  he 
certainly  entertained  a  very  different  opinion.    The  minis- 
ter however  appeared  to  have  been  so  long  in  the  pos- 
session of  power,  that  he  could  not  endure  to  part  with 
it.     He  had  experienced  the  entire  favour  of  the  crown, 
and  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  exerting  all  its  preroga- 
tives ;  and,  finding  the  whole  not  too  much  for  the  suc- 
cessful administration  of  government,  he  had  determined 
to  cripple  his  successors,  to  deprive  them  of  the  advan- 
tages which  he  had  possessed,  and  circumscribe  their 
-  power  of  being  useful  to  their  country ;  as  if  he  dreaded 
that  their  prosperity  would  cast  a  shade  upon  his  fame. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  Pitt's  motives,  he  was  unable  to  as- 
sign them  ;  but,  if  there  were  an  ambitious  man  in  that 
house  who  desired  to  drive  the  empire  into  confusion,  his 
conduct,  he  conceived,  would  be  exactly  that  which  the 
minister  pursued.     Mr.  Fox  on  his  part  had  nothing  to 
wish  for,  but  that  his  hearers  would  faithfully  employ 
their  vigilance,  and  not  vote  the  resolutions  without  bein^ 
perfectly  aware  of  their  tendency. 
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MR.WILBERFORCE, 
On  the  SJaot  Trade. 


Hi  began  with  observing,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  ap- 
peal to  the  passions  of  the  house,  but  to  their  cool  and 
impartial  reason.  He  did  not  mean  to  accuse  any  one, 
bat  to  take  shame  to  himself,  in  common  indeed  with 
the  whole  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  having  suffered 
so  odious  a  trade  to  be  carried  on  under  their  authority. 
He  deprecated  every  kind  of  reflection  against  the  various 
descriptions  of  persons  who  were  most  immediately  in- 
volved in  this  wretched  transaction.  It  was  necessary 
fi>r  him  to  state  in  the  outset,  that  he  did  not  conceive 
die  witnesses  who  were  examined,  and  particularly  in- 
terested witnesses,  to  be  judges  c^  the  argument.  In 
the  matters  of  fact  that  were  related  by  them,  he  admitted 
dieir  competency ;  but  confident 'assertions,  not  of  facts, 
but  of  supposed  consequences  of  facts,  went  for  nothing 
in  his  estimation.  Mr.  Wilberforce  divided  his  subject 
into  three  parts ;  the  nature  of  the  trade  as  it  affected 
Africa  itself,  the  appearance  it  assumed  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  slaves,  and  the  considerations  that  were 
suggested  by  their  actual  state  in  the  West  Indies.  With 
respect  to  the  first,  it  was  found  by  experience  to  be  just 
such  as  every  man  who  used  his  reason  would  infallibly 
have  concluded  it  to  be.  What  must  be  the  natural 
consequence  of  a  slave  trade  with  Africa,  with  a  country 
vast  in  its  extent,  not  utterly  barbarous,  but  civilized  in 
a  very  small  degree  ?  Was^it  not  plain,  that  she  must 
suffer  from  it ;  that  her  savage  manners  must  be  render- 
ed still  more  ferocious,  and  that  a  slave  trade  carried 
on  round  her  coasts  must  extend  violence  and  dcsola- 
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tion  to  her  very  centre?  Such  were  precisely  the  circum- 
stances  proved  by  the  evidence  befwe  the  privy  council, 
particularly  by  those  who  had  been  most  conversant 
ivith  the  subject)  Mr.  Wadstrom,  captain  Hill,  and 
doctor.  Sparman.  From  them  it  appeared,  that  the 
kings  of  Africa  were  never  induced  to  engage  in  war 
by  public  principles,  by  national  glory,  and  least  of 
all,  by  the  love  of  their  people.  They  had  conversed 
with  these  princes,  and  had  learned  from  their  own 
mouths,  that  to  procure  slaves  was  the  object  of 
their  hostilities.  Indeed  there  was  scarcely  a  single 
person  examined  before  the  privy  council,  who  ^^id  not 
prove  that  the  slave  trade  was  the  source  of  die  tragedies 
continually  acted  upon  that  extensive  continent.  S6me 
have  endeavoured  to  palliate  this  circumstance;  but 
there  was  not  one  that  did  not  more  or  lesa  admit  it 
to  be  true.  By  one  it  was  called  the  concurirent  cause, 
by  the  majority  it  was  acknowledged  to  be  the  principal 
motives  of  the  African  wars. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  proceeded  to  describe  the  mode  in 
which  the  slaves  were  transported  from  Africa  to  the 
West  Indies.  This  he  confessed  was  the  most  wretched 
part  of  the  whole  subject.  So  much  misery  condensed 
in  so  little  room,  was  more  than  the  human  imagination 
had  ever  before  conceived.  He  would  not  accuse 
the  Liverpool  traders;  he  verily  believed,  that  if  the 
wretchedness  of  any  one  off  the  many  hundred  ne« 
groes  stowed  in  each  ship  could  be  brought  before 
the  view,  and  remain  in  the  sight  of  the  African  mer« 
chants,  there  was  not  one  among  them  whose  heart 
ivould  be  strong  enough  to  bear  it.  He  called  upon 
his  hearers  to  imagine  six  or  seven  hundred  cS  these  vic- 
tims chained  two  and  two,  surrounded  with  every  object 
that  was  nauseous  and  disgusting,  diseased,  and  8trug« 
gling  with  all  the  varieties  of  wretchedness.  How  could 
they  bear  to  think  of  such  a  scene  as  this  ?  Meanwhile 
he  would  beg  leave  to  quote  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Norris*, 
delivered  in  a  manner  that  fully  demonstrated  that  ittr 
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terest  could  draw  a  film  over  the  e5res/80  thick,  that  total 
blindness  could  do  no  more.  *'  Their  apartiiienta,^ 
said  this  evidence,  '*  are  fitted  up  as  much  for  their  ad- 
vantage as  circumstances  will  admit.  They  have  several 
meals  a  day,  some  of  their  own  country  provisions,  with 
the  best  sauces  of  African  cookery,  and  by  way  of  va* 
riety,  another  meal  of  pulse,  &c.  according  to  European 
taste*  After  breakfast  they  had  water  to  wash  them- 
selves,  while  their  apartments  are  perfumed  with  frank- 
incense and  lime  juice.  Before  dinner  they  are  amused 
after  the  manner  of  their  country ;  the  son;^  and  the 
dance4ire  promoted,  and  games  of  chance  are  furnished. 
The  men  play  and  sing,  while  the  women  and  girls  make 
fanciful  ornaments  with  beads,  with  which  they  are  plen* 
tifuUy  supplied."  Such  was  the  sort  of  strain  in  which 
the  Liverpool  delegates  gave  their  evidence  before  the 
privy  council.  What  would  the  house  think,  when  by 
the  concurring  testiniony  of  other  witnesses  the  true 
history  was  laid  open  ?  The  slaves,  who  were  sometimes 
described  as  rejoicing  in  their  captivity,  were  so  wrung 
with  misery,  at  leaving  their  country,  that  it  was  the  con* 
atant  practice  to  set  sail  in  the  night,  lest  they  should 
be  sensible  of  their  departure.  Their  accommodations,  it 
seemed  were  convenient.  The  right  ancle  of  one,  indeed, 
was  connected  with  the  left  ancle  of  another  by  a  small 
iron  fetter,  and  if  they  were  turbulent,  by  another  on 
the  wrists.  The  pulse  which  Mr.  Norris  mentioned 
were  horse  beans,  and  the  legislature  of  Jamaica  had 
stated  the  scantiness  both  of  water  and  provision  as  a 
subject  that  called  fpr  the  interference  of  parliament. 
IAt.  Norris(  talked  of  frankincense  and  lime-juice,  whik 
tiie  surgeons  described  the  slaves  as  so  closely  stou^, 
that  there  was  not  room  to  tread  aipong  them ;  and  while 
it  was  proved  in. evidence  by  Sir  George  Yonge,  that, 
even  in  a  ship  that  wanted  two  hundred  of  her  comple- 
ment, the  stench  was  intolerable.  The  song  and  the 
dance,  said  Mr.  Norris,  are  promoted.  It  would  have 
been  moff'e  &ir,  perhaps,  if  he  had  explained  the  word 
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promoted.  The  truth  was,  that  for  the  sake  of  eletciae 
these  miserable  wretches,  loaded  with  chains  and  op- 
pressed widi  disease,  were  forced  to  dance  by  the  terror 
of  thb  lash,  and  sometimes  by  the  actual  use  of  it.  **  I," 
said  one  of  the  evidences^  ^*  was  employed  to  dance  ths 
men,  while  another  person  danced  the  women."  Such 
was  the  meaning  of  the  word  promoted ;  and  it  might 
also  be  observed,  with  respect  to  food^  that  instruments, 
were  sometimes  carried  out  in  order  to  force  them  to  eat  i 
which  Was  the  same  sort  of  proof  how  much  they  en* 
joyed  themselves  in  this  instance  also.  With  respect  tt> 
their  singing,  it  consisted  of  songs  of  lamentation  on  their 
departure,  which  while  they  sung  they  were  always  in 
tears ;  so  that  one  of  the  captains,  more  humane  pro« 
bably  than  the  rest,  threatened  a  woman  with  a  flo^ng, 
because  the  mournfulness  of  her  song  was  too  painful 
for  hb  feelings.  That  he  might  not  trust  however,  too 
much  to  any  sort  of  description,  Mr.  Wilberforce  called 
the  attration  of  th^  house  to  one  species  of  evidence 
which  was  in&Uible.  Death  was  a  witness  that  could 
not  deceive  them,  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  would 
not  only  confirm,  but,  if  possible,  even  aggravate  our 
suspicion  of  the  misery  of  the  transit.  It  would  be  found, 
upcm  an  average  of  all  the  ships  upon  which  evidence 
had  been  given,  that,  exclusively  of  such  as  perished  be- 
fore they  sailed,  not  less  than  twelve  and  a  half  ^rr  ceM^ 
died  on  the  passage.  Besides  these  the  Jamaica  re- 
port stated,  that  four  and  a  half  per  eent^  ex« 
pired  upon  shore  before  the  day  of  sale,  which  was 
only  a  week  or  two  from  the  time  of  their  landing;  one 
third  more  died  in  the  seasoning,  and  this  in  a  climate 
cxacdy  similar  to  their  own,  and  where,  as  some  of  the 
witnesses  pretended,  they  were  healthy  and  happy* 
The  diseases  however  that  they  contracted  on  ship^board, 
the  astringents  and  washes  that  were  employed  to 
hide  theil*  wounds,  and  make  them  up  for  sale,  were  a 
principid  cause  of  this  mortality.  The  negroes,  it  should 
ije  remembered,  were  not  pikrchased  at  first  except  in 
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perfect  health,  and  the  sum  of  the  different  casualties 
taken  together,  produced  a  mortality  of  about  fifty  per 
eenL 

Mr.  Wilberforce  added,  that  as  soon  as  he  had  ad- 
vanced thus  far  in  his  investigation,  he  felt  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  sl^ve  trade,'  to  be  so  enormous,  so  dreadful, 
and  so  irremediable,  that  he  cou)d  stop  at  no  alternative 
short  of  its  abolition.  A  trade  founded  in  iniquity,  and 
carried  on  with  such  circumstances  of  horror,  must  be 
abolished,  let  the  policy  be  what  it  might ;  and  he  had 
from  this  time  determined,  whatever  were  the  conse- 
quences, that  he  would  never  rest  till  he  had  eflected 
that  abolition.  His  mind  had  indeed  been  harrassed 
with  the  objections  of  the  West  Indian  planters,  who 
had  asserted  that  the  ruin  of  their  property  must  be  the 
consequence  of  this  regulation.  He  could  not  however 
help  distrusting  their  arguments.  He  could  not  believe 
that  the  Almighty  Being,  who  forbade  the  praetice  of 
rapine  and  bloodshed,  had  made  rapine  and  bloodshed 
necessary  to  any  part  of  his  universe.  He  felt  a  con- 
fidence in  this  persuasion,  and  took  the  Resolution  to  act 
upon  it.  Light  indeed  soon  broke  in  upon  him ;  the 
suspicion  of  his  mind  was  every  day  confirmed  by  in- 
creasing  information,  and  the  evidence  he  had  now  to 
offer  upon  this  point  was  decisive  and  complete.  The 
principle  upon  .which  he  founded  the  necessity  of 
the  abolition  was  not  policy,  but  justice;  but,  though 
justice  were  the  principle  of  the  measure,  yet  he  trus^ 
he  should  distinctly  prove  it  to  be  reconcileable  with 
our  truest  political  interest. 

In  the  first  place  he  asserted,  that  the  number  of  ne- 
groes in  the  West  Indies  might  be  kept  up  without  the 
introduction  of  recruits  from  Africa;  and  to  prove  this 
he  enumerated  the  various  sources  of  the  present  mor- 
tality* The  first  was  the  disproportion  of  the  sexes,  an 
evil,  which,  when  the  slave  trade  was  abolished,  must  in 
the  course  of  nature  cure  itself.  The  second  was  the 
disorders  contra<^ed  in  the  transportation,  and  the  con- 
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sequeiiQM  of  the  wadKs  and  menmrial  ointmentt  by 
which  fhty  were  made  up  for  sale*  A  third  was  ex« 
cessive  labour,  joined  with  improper  food ;  and  a  fourth^ 
the  extreme  dissoluteness  of  their  manners.  These  would 
both  of  them  be  counteracted  by  the  impossibility  of 
procuring  farther  supplies.  It  was  the  interest,  they  wece 
told,  of  the  masters,  to  treat  their  slaves  with  kindiiess 
and  humanity ;  but  it  was  immediate  and  present,  not 
future  and  distant  interest,  that  was  the  great  spring  of 
action  in  the  a&irs  of  mankind.  Why  did  we  niakc 
laws  to  punish  men  ?  It  was  their  interest  to  be  upright 
and  virtuous.  But  there  was  a  present  impulse  coatimi- 
ally  breaking  in  upon  their  better  judgment,  an  impulse 
which  was  known  to  be  contrary  to  their  permanent  adU 
vantage*  It  was  ridiculous  to  say  that  men  wouU  be 
bound  by  their  interest,  when  present  gain  or  ardent 
passion  urged  them.  It  might  as  well  be  asserted,  diat 
a  stone  could  not  be  thrown  into  the  air,  or  a  body  move 
from  place  to  place,  because  the  principle  of  gravitatkm 
bound  them  to  the  surfiice  of  the  earth.  If  a  planter  in 
the  West  Indies  found  himself  reduced  in  his  profits,  he 
did  not  usually  dispose  of  any  part  of  his  slaves,  and  hie 
own  gratifications  were  never  given  up,  so  long  as  there 
was  a  possibility  of  any  retrenchment  in  the  allowance/ 
of  his  negroes.  Mr.  Wilberforce  entered  into  a  caku^ 
btion  in  order  to  prove,  that  in  many  of  the  islands,  and 
particularly  in  Jamaica,  there  was  an  increase  of  popub* 
tion  among  the  slaves  actually  begun ;  and  hededuoed 
from  the  whole,  that  the  births  in  that  island  at  this  mo- 
ment exceeded  the  deaths  by  one  thousand  or  eleven 
hundred  per  annum.  Allowing  however  the  number  of 
negroes  to  decrease,  there  were  other  obvious  sources 
that  would  insure  the  welfare  of  the  West  Indian  islands  » 
the  waste  of  labour  which  at  present  prevailed ;  the  in- 
troduction  of  the  plough  and  other  machinery ;  the  di* 
vision  of  work,  which  in  free  and  civilized  countries  was 
the  grand  source  of  wealth ;  and  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  domestic  servants,  of  whom  not  less. than 
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from  twenty  to  tofrty  vfcre  kept  inoidtnary  ikmUies.  Bat, 
granting  that  all  these  suppoaitiona  were  unfounded,  that 
every  <me  of  these  sucoedanea  diouid  &il ;  the  phniters 
would  still  be  secured,  and  out  of  all  question  indemnify 
themselves,  as  was  the  case  in  every  transaction  of  com- 
merce, by  the  increased  price  of  Uieir  produce  in  the 
English  market.  The  West  Indians  therefore,  who 
contended  against  the  abolition,  were  nonsuited  in  evay 
part  of  the  argument.  Did  they  say  that  fresh  impcx-* 
tation  was  necessary  ?  He  had  shown,  that  tlie  number 
of  slaves  might  be  kept  up  by  procreation.  Was  this 
denied?  He  asserted  that  the  plough,  horses,  machinery, 
domestic  slaves,  and  all  the  other  inevitable  improve- 
ments, would  supply  the  deficiency.  Was  itper»sted  in 
that  die  deficiency  could  be  no  way  supplied,  and  that 
die  quantity  of  produce  would  diminish  ?  He  then  re* 
verted  to  the  unanswerable  argument,  that  the  increase 
of  price  would  make  up  their  loss,  and  secure  them 
against  every  possible  miscarriage. 

Mr.  Wilbeiforce  proceeded  to  answer  incidental  ob- 
jections. In  the  first  place  he  asserted,  that  the  African 
trade,  instead  of  being  the  nursery  of  our  sailors,  had 
been  found  to  be  their  grave.  A  comparison  had  with 
«great  industry  been  formed  between  the  muster-rolls 
of  the  slave  ships  and  those  of  the  other  branches 
of  our  commerce ;  and  it  had  been  found,  that  more 
sailors  had  died  in  one  year  in  the  slave  trade,  than 
in  two  years  in  all  our  other  trades  put  together. 
Three  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  seamen 
had  sailed  from  Liverpool  in  1787,  and  of  these 
only  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty  eight  had  returned. 
Information  upon  the  subject  had  lately  been  received 
from  the  governor  of  Barbadoes,  who  stated  in  the  course 
of  his  narrative,  ^^  that  the  African  traders  at  home 
were  obliged  to  send  out  their  ships  very  strongly 
manned,  as  well  from  the  unhealthitiess  of  the  climate, 
as  the  necessity  of  guarding  the  slaves;  and  as  they 
soon  felt  the  burthen  of  the  consequent  expence^  the 
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masters  qwireBed  immediately  upon  tlwr  arriyal  in  the 
islands  with  their  seamen,  upon  the  most  frivolous  pre- 
tences, and  turned  them  on  shore,  while  many  of  these 
valuable  subjects,  sometimes  from  sickness,  and  some>» 
times  from  the  necessi^  of  entering  into  foreign  employ* 
ment  for  subsistence,  were  totally  lost  to  their  country  J' 
A  farther  objection  that  had  been  urged  was,  that  if  we 
abandoned  the  slave  trade,  it  would  only  be  taken  up  by 
the  French;  we  should  become  the  suflferers,  and  tM 
evil  would  remain  in  its  utmost  extent.  This  was  in^ 
deed  a  very  weak  and  sophistical  argument ;  and,  if  It 
would  defend  the  slave  trade,  might  equally  be  urged  in 
favour  of  robbery,  murder^  and  every  species  of  wicked* 
ness,  which,  if  we  did  not  practice,  others  would  pro* 
bably  commit.  The  objection,  however,  he  believed,  had 
no  foundaticm  in  &ot.  Mr.  Necker^the.  present  minister 
of  France,  was  a  man  of  ability  and  religion;  and  in  his 
work  upon  the  administration  of  the  finances,  had  ac* 
tually  recorded  hb  abhorrence  of  the  slave  trade  ;  and 
the  king  of  France  having  lately  been  requested  to  dis«> 
solve  a  society  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of  the 
abolition,  had  answered  that  he  could  not  comply  with, 
what  was  desired,  and  that  he  on  the  contrary  rejoiced 
in  the  existence  of  such  a  society. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  proceeded  in  his  arguments  to  shew, 
that  no  measure  could  in  the  present  case  be  effectual, 
short  of  the  entire  abolition.  The  Jamaica  rqxut  had 
recommended  that  no  person  should  be  kidnapped,  or 
permitted  to  be  iftade  slaves  contrary  to  the  customs  of 
Africa.  Might  they  not  be  reduced  to  this  state  unjusdy, 
and  yet  by  no  means  contrary  to  the  customs  of  Africa  ? 
Besides  how  could  yft  distinguish  between  the  slaves 
justly  and  unjustly  reduced  to  that  eonditioq  ?  Could  we 
discover  them  by  their  physiognomy  ?  If  we  could,  was 
it  believed  that  the  British  captains  would  by  any  regula* 
tions  in  this  country  be  prevailed  upon  to  refuse  all 
those  that  had  not  been  fairly,  honestly,  and  uprightly 
enslaved  ?  Those  who  were  offered  to  us  for  sale,  were 
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broug^  some  of  tliem,  three  or  £Enir  thonsaDd  inilea^ 
and  exchanged  like  cattle  from  one  hand  to  another,  till 
they  reached  the  coast.  What  compensation  then  could 
Se  made  to  the  rejected  slaves  for  their  sufferings  ?  The 
argument  was  equally  valid  as  to  their  transportation* 
The  profit  of  the  merchant  depended  upon  the  number 
that  could  be  crowded  together^  and  the  shortness  of  the 
allowance*  As  to  their  ultimate  situation,  it  would  also 
lemain*  Slavery  was  the  source  of  all  sorts  ofdegra. 
dation,  and  the  condition  of  slavery  could  not  even  be 
mdioratedt  without  putting  an  end  to  the  hope  of  &r- 
Ibcr  reinforcements.  In  fine,  Mr.  Wilberforce  called 
upon  his  hearers  to  make  all  the  amends  in  their  power 
for  the  mischief  they  had  done  to  the  continent  of  Africa. 
He  called  upon  them  to  recollect  what  Europe  had  been 
Ih^ee  centuries  ago.  In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the 
Seventh,  the  inhabitants  of  Bristol  had  acmally  sold  their 
children  as  an  article  of  merchandize.  The  people  of 
Irekind  had  done  the  same.  Let  then  the  same  oppor- 
tunity of  civilization  be  extended  to  Africa,  which  had 
done  so  much  for  our  own  islands.  It  might  hitherto 
liave  been  alledged  in  our  excuse,  that  we  were  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  enormity  of  the  wickedness  we  suiBer* 
ed;  but  we  could  no  longer  plead  ignorance — it  was 
directly  brought  before  our  eyes,  and  that  house  must 
decide,  and  must  justify  to  the  world  and  their  con- 
sciences the  facts  and  principles  upon  which  their  decision 
was  formed* 


MR.  PITT 


Explicitly  delivered  his  sentiments  upon  the  subject, 
and  particularly  thanked  Mr.   Wilberforce  for  having 
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chosen  the  only  way  in  which  it  could  be  demonstrated, 
that  they  were  warranted,  in  ev^ry  ground  of  fact  and  of 
reason,  in  adopting  the  measure  that  was  now  recom- 
mended to  them.  He  was  satisfied  that  no  argument^ 
compatible  with  any  idea  of  justice,  could  be  assigned 
for  the  continuation  of  the  slave  trade  ;  and  at  the  same 
time  that  he  was  willing  to  listen  with  candour  and  im«' 
partiality  to  every  thing  that  could  be  urged,  he  was  suro 
that  the  principles  from  which  his  opinion  was  deduced 
were  totally  unalterable.  He  had  examined  the  subject 
with  the  anxiety  that  became  him,  and  investigated 
the  different  parts  of  it  with  all  possible  minuteness ; 
and  he  averred,  that  it  was  sophistry,  obscurity  of  ideas, 
and  vagueness  of  reasoning,  that  alone  could  have 
hitherto  prevented  all  mankind,  those  immediately  inte- 
rested in  the  question  excepted,  from  agreeing  in  their 
opinion  upon  the  subject.  He  differed  from  Mr.  Burke 
with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  these  in- 
dividual propositions.  Let  them  be  once  entered  upon 
the  journals  of  the  house,  and  it  was  almost  impossible 
for  tfiem  to  fail  in  producing  every  beneficial  consequencQ 
that  could  be  desired.  The  mode  in  which  the  slave 
trade  should  ultimately  be  abolished  was  not  now  under 
discussion ;  but,  whatever  it  were,  Mr.  Pitt  trusted  that 
the  project  now  recommended  to  them  would  not  prove 
the  means  of  inviting  foreign  powers  to  supply  our  islands 
by  a  clandestine  trade.  When  a  debt  was  discovered  to 
be  founded  upon  the  immutable  principles  of  justice,  it 
was  impossible  but  the  country  had  means  to  cause  it  to 
be  paid.  Should  such  an  illicit  proceeding  be  attempted, 
die  only  language  which  it  became  us  to  adopt  was,  that 
Great  Britain  had  resources  to  enable  her  to  protect  her 
islands,  and  to  prevent  that  traffic  from  being  clandes- 
tinely carried  on  with  them,  which  she  had  thought  fit, 
from  a  regard  to  her  character  and  her  honour,  to  aban- 
don. It  was  highly  becoming  in  Great  Britain  to  take 
the  lead  of  all  other  countries  in  a  business  of  so  great 
niagnitude ;  and  he  could  not  but  have  confidence,  tb;it 
Vol.  n.  51 
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fbreigfi  nations  would  be  inclined  to  share  the  honour, 
and  contented  to  foUow  us  as  their  patterns  in  so  excel-r 
lent  a  work*  If  we  were  inclined  to  set  about  it  in  ear- 
nest, other  countries  might  be  invited  to  concur  with  ua, 
either  by  a  negociation  immediately  to  be  commenced, 
or  by  the  effi^t  that  the  putting  the  propositions  upon 
their  journals  would  probably  produce,  Mr.  Pitt  added, 
4hat  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  declare,  that  he  could  not  in 
any  sort  acquiesce  in  the  idea  that  the  legislature  should 
make  a  compensation  for  the  losses  which  might  be  sus- 
tained by  the  people  of  Liverpool,  or  of  any  other  part 
of  the  kingdom,  in  the  e;(ecuti()n  of  the  present  under- 
takinj^, 


Obsebved,  that  he  did  ijot  like,  where  he  agreed  as  to 
the  substance  of  the  measure  that  was  proposed,  to  differ 
with  respect  to  the  forpi  of  it.  He  however  concei\ed, 
that  all  tjie  propositions  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  were  not 
pecessary  t6  hp  vptcd  previously  to  the  ultimate  decision, 
though  some  of  them  updoubtf^dly  w  er^,  He  considered 
them  ^  of  twp  classes  j  the  onp  alledging  the  grounds 
.  upon  whicl}  it  was  proper  to  proceed  to  the  abolition, 
such  as  that  it  was  disgraceful  ^nd  inhuman,  that  it  pro- 
duced the  worst  consequences  to  the  natives  of  Africa, 
and  was  attended  with  Iqss  of  liyes  to  pur  seamen  ;  the 
other  merely  answering  objections  that  might  be  started, 
and  being  such  as  might  possibly  be  attended  with  differ- 
cnce  of  opinion.  Jle  was  however  glad  ^hat  the  pro- 
positions M'ere  likely  to  be  entered  upon  the  journals, 
since  in  that  case,  if  from  any  misfortune  the  business 
should  be  deferred^  it  could  ^carcel^  fail,  sooner  or  later. 
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to  be  crowned  wkh  success*  Mr.  Fox  Mgfdy  appraVed 
of  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  said  respecting  the  language  it  be* 
came  us  to  hold  tt>  foreign  ponrersi  though  he  could  not 
admit  the  assertion  of  Sir.  William  Young,  that  a  clanw 
destine  trade  in  slaves  was  worse  than  a  legal  one^  He 
thought  that  such  a  trade,  if  it  existed  at  all,  ^ould  be 
only  clandestine*  A  trade  in  human  flesh  was  so  scan^ 
dalous,  that  it  was  to  the  last  degree  infamous  to  suffer 
it  to  be  openly  carried  on  by  the  authority  of  the  govern^ 
ment  of  any  country;  With  regard  to  a  regulation  of 
the  slave  trade,  hb  detestation  of  its  existence  must 
naturally  lead  him  to  remark,  that  he  knew  of  no  such 
thing  as  a  regulation  of  robbery  and  restriction  of  mur* 
der.  There  was  no  medium  i  the  legislature  must 
either  abolhh  the  trade,  or  plead  guilty  to  all  the  iniquity 
With  which  it  was  attended.  Mr.  Fox  added,  that  if 
diere  were  any  great  and  enlightened  nation  now  ex* 
isting  in  Europe^  it  was  France^  who  was  as  Ukely  as  any 
country  upon  the  face  of  the  globe  to  catch  a  spark  front 
the  light  of  our  fire^  and  to  act  upon  the  present  subject 
with  warmth  and  enthusiasm.  France  had  often  been 
improperly  stimulated  by  her  ambition  t  and  he  had  no 
doubt  but  that,  in  the  present  instance^  she  would  riadily 
follow  its  honourable  dictates. 


MR.  HENNIKER 


Opposxfi  the  abolition^  and  m  order  to  prove  the  un« 
slterable  depravity  of  the  Africans,  pfoduced  a  curious 
ktter  from  the  Emperor  of  the  Dawhomayanst  a  people 
inhabiting  three  hundred  miles  inlandi  to  king  George 
the  First,  which  was  found  among  the  papers  of  JameSi 
first  duke  of  Chandos,  and  had  remained  in  the  famfly 
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to  the  prcseht  time.  In  <hb.  ktter  the  tm^crw  of  Dav- 
homay  entered  into  ^  very  curiDW  AetiiU  of  biff  own  cha^ 
meter  and  dispoftition,  the  form  of  government  of  his 
country,  and  the  mannera  and  pur^uita  of  hia  aubjects* 
He  stated,  that  as  he  understood  that  king  George  vas 
the  greatest  of  white  kings,  w  he  thought  himself  the 
greatest  of  black  ones,  having  many  princes  *under  him, 
who  dared  not  to  come  into  his  presence  without  falling 
flat  upon  the  ground,  and  rubbing  their  mouth  nine  times 
in  the  dust  before  they  opened  it  to  spesk  to  him  ;  and 
when  he^  conferred  any  dignities  or  &vour8  upon  them, 
wiping  the  soles  of  his  feet  with  the  hair  of  dietr  head. 
He  assnted  that  he  could  lead  five  hundred  thousand  men 
armed  into  the  field,  that  being  the  pursuit  to  wlneh  all  Us 
subjects  were  bred,  and  the  women  only  atsy  hig  A  home 
to  plant  and  manure.tbe  e^h*  He  had  hiniKself  ibught 
two  hundred  and  nine  battles  with  great  reputation  and 
sucGess,and  had  conquered  thegn^  king  df  Ardah.  The 
king^s  head  was  to  tins  day  pteqerved,  with  the  fle^  and 
hair ;  the  headsof  hb  generals  wfie  distinguished  by  being 
placed  on  each  side  of  the  doors  of  the  temples  oi  their 
fetiches ;  with  the  heads  of  the  inferior  offioers  they  had 
paved  the  ^aoe  before  the  doors ;  and  the  heads  of  the 
common  soldiers  formed  a  sort  of  fiingeor  outwork  roond 
the  walls  of  the  palace.  Since  thb  war  he  had  experi- 
enced the  greatest  good  fortune,  and  he  hoped  in  time 
to  be  able  to  complete  4lie  outwidlsof  all  his  great  houses^ 
to  the  number  of  seven,  in  the  same  manner. 
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On  the  Army  Establishment. 

Hfi  acknowledged  that  the  tumultuous  situation  of 
France,  and  the  friendly  aaaarances  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  powers  of  the  continent,  seemed  to  ensure  us  a 
prospect  of  tranquillity  and  peace.  But  he  was  far  from 
admitting  that  diis  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  reducing 
our  eatamishmeots.  On  the  contrary,  he  conceived  that 
the  use  it  became  us  to  make  of  the  present  favourable 
situation,  when  our  former  rivals  were  unable  to  check 
our  exertions,  was  to  raise  ourselves  to  a  state  of  such 
respectability,  as  to  leave  no  hopes  to  their  future  hos* 
fility.  He  argued  in  favour  of  an  enlarged  American 
establishment,  from  the  very  circumstance  of  our  loss 
of  the  thirteen  colonies.  This  gave  us  a  more  extended 
frontier  to  defend,  than  at  the  time  when  we  had  no 
power  upon  that  continent  to  oppose  us,  and  of  conse- 
quence fendered  a  greater  army  necessary.  Mr.  Pitt 
argued  from  the  events  of  the  late  war,  in  favour  of  the 
inestimable  value  of  Gibraltar,  and  of  the  bad  conse* 
(luences  that  resuked  from  our  former  mode  of  defence 
in  the  West  Indies.  The  present  convulsions  of  France, 
he  observed,  must  sooner  or  later  terminate  in  general 
harmony  and  regular  order  ;  though  he  confessed  there 
was  a  probability,  that,  while  the  fortunate  arrangements 
of  such  a  situation  might  render  her  more  formidable, 
they  would  also  convert  her  into  a  less  restless  neigh- 
bour. He  hoped  he  should  do  nothing  wrong  as  an 
Englishman,  while  as  a  man  he  wished  the  restoration 
ofdbe  tranquillity  of  France  ;  though  that  event  appear- 
ed to  him  considerably  distant.    Whenever  it  amved. 
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and  her  inhabitatite  became  tralf  free,  Aey  must  be  in 
possession  of  a  freedom  resulting  from  order  and  good 
government  i  they  would  theti  stand  forward  as  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  powers  tn  Europe ;  nor  could  he  re- 
gard with  envious  ey^s  an  approximation  towards  those 
sentiments,  which  were  characteristic  of  every  British 
subject* 
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In  Reply  to  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  French  Revolution. 

He  acknowledged,  that  he  had  risen  chiefly  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  noticing  what  he  was  informed  Mr.  Fox  had 
said  upon  the  subject  of  the  French  revolution.  He  was 
fully  persuaded  that  Mr.  Fox  had  by  no  means  intended 
to  countenance  any  thing  hostile  to  the  English  consti- 
tution. But  he  was  anxious  that  he  should  not  be  mis- 
understood ;  and  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  the 
greatest  of  all  calamities  for  this  country,  if  any  set  of 
men  among  us  should  endeavour  to  hold  up  the  late 
transactions  in  France  as  a  fit  object  for  our  imitation. 
Mr.  Burke  examined  the  present  state  of  Europe,  and 
condemned  in  very  pointed  terms  the  high  rate  at  which 
our  military  establishment  was  taken  in  the  present  es- 
timates.  *  In  looking  over  the  geography  of  this  quarter 
of  the  world,  he  saw  a  great  gap,  a  vast  blank — ^the 
space  hitherto  occupied  by  France,  and  which  was  no 
longer  of  any  importance  in  the  balance  of  power. 

— —  JacetSngcnes  Kttore  truncus, 

Avulsumque  humeris  caput,  et  une  nomiBe  corpt^ 

France,  he  said,  had.  always  been  an  object  for  our 
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vigilance,  wtiether  we  considered  her  as  an  enemy  or  a 
friend.    Under  the  former  of  these  characters,  sne  had 
made  herself  sufficiently  conspicuous  ;  and  as  to  the  lat* 
ter  it  mig^t  be  observed,  that  our  friendship  and  inter- 
course with  that  nation  had  formerly  been,  and  might 
become  again,  more  dangerous  than  their  worst  hostility* 
In  the  last  century  Louis  the  Fourteenth  had  established 
a  greater  military  force,  and  a  more  perfect  despotism, 
than  had  ever  before  existed  in  Europe*      His  example 
had  infected  all  the  neighbouring  powers  ;  and  in  parti- 
cular our  sovereigns,  king  Charles  the  Second,  and 
king  James  the  ^cond,  were  smitten  with  admiratioft 
pf  a  government  so  flattering  to  the  pride  of  kings.    The 
good  patriots  of  that  day,  however,  had  struggled  against 
it.     'I^hey   sought  for  nothing  more  anxiously  than  to 
break  off  all  communication  with  France,  and  by  the 
assistance  of  religious  animosities  this  purpose  %vas  in 
some  degree  effected.     In  the  last  age,  we  had  been  in 
danger  of  being  entangled  by  the  example  of  France  in 
(he  net  of  a  relentless  despotism.    Our  present  danger, 
from  the  model  of  a  people  whose  character  knew  no 
medium,  was  that  of  being  led,  throup^h  an  admiration 
of  successful  fraud  and  violence,  to  imitate  the  excesses 
of  an  irrational,  unprincipled,  proscribinp^,  confiscating, 
plundering,  ferocious,  bloody,  and  tyrannical  democracy. 
The  French  had  made  their  way,  through  the  destruc* 
tion  of  their  country,  to  a  bad  constitution,  when  they 
were  absolutey  in  possession  of  a  good  one.   They  were 
in  possession  of  it  the  day  the  stated  general  met  in  sepa^ 
rate  orders.  Their  business,  had  they  been  either  virtuous 
or  wise,  or  indeed  had  they  been  left  to  their  own  judg- 
ment, was  to  secure  the  stability  and  independence  of  the 
constitution  which  was  thus  ^ven  them,  and  to  redress 
such  grievances  as  might  call  for  their  interference.  But 
instead  of  this,  to  which  they  wei^  called  by  the  monarchy 
9nd  sent  by  their  country,  they  were  influenced  to  take 
^  very  different  course.    They  destroyed  all  those  ba- 
bvices  and  clieck^  which  serve  tp  give  steadines?  tQ  a 
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constitution  {  and  melted  down  die  whde  into  one  incon- 
gruoaS)  iU*digested  mass.  With  the  most  atrocious  per- 
ftdy  and  breach  of  all  faith  among  men,  they  laid  the 
axe  to  the  nM>t  of  property^  and  consequently  of  national 
prosper!^,  by  the  principles  they  established,  and  the 
example  they  set  in  confiscating  the  possesions  of  the 
thurch.  They  made  and  recorded  a  sort  of  institute 
and  digest  of  anarchy,  called  the  rights  of  man  ;  an 
institute,  that  subverted  the  state,  and  brought  on  such 
calamities  as  no  countiy  without  a  long  war  had  ever 
been  known  to  s^&n  A  blind  and  cruel  democracy 
had  carried  every  thing  before  them.  Their  conduct 
was  marked  with  the  most  savage  and  unfeeling  bar- 
barity. They  had  no  odier  system,  than  a  determination 
to  destroy  all  order,  subvert  all  arrangement,  and  i^uce 
every  rank  and  description  of  men  to  one  level.  Their 
signal  of  attack  was  the  war- whoop,  their  liberQr  was 
iicentiousnesB,  and  their  religion  atheism. 

Mr«  Burke  was  sorry  that  a  proceeding  like  this  should 
by  any  one  be  compared  to  the  glorious  event,  commonr 
ly  called  the  revolution,  in  England.  In  truth,  the  cir- 
cumstanoes  of  our  revolution^  and  that  of  France,  were 
the  reverse  of  eaeli  other  in  almost  every  particular. 
With  us  it  was  the  case  of  a  legal  monarch  attempting 
arbitrary  power ;  in  France  it  was  the  case  of  an  arbi« 
trary  monarch  begimiing,  from  whatever  cause,  to  le- 
galize his  authority.  With  us,  we  got  rid  of  the  man, 
and  preserved  the  constituent  parts  of  the  state.  What 
we  did  was,  in  truth,  and  in  a  constitutional  light,  a  re- 
volution, not  made,  but  prevented.  We  did  not  im- 
pair the  monarchy  ;  perhaps  it  might  be  she^vn  that  we 
considerably  added  to  its  strength.  The  estates,  the 
majesty,  and  the  splendor  of  the  church  continued  the 
same.  We  began  with  reparation,  and  not  with  ruin. 
All  the  energies  of  the  country  were  awakened.  Eng- 
land never  presented  a  firmer  countenance,  or  a  more 
vigorous  arm,  to  her  rivals  and  her  enemies. 

Mr*  Burke  added,  that  the  separation  of  alimbfixnn 
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his  body  could  scarcely  give  him  more  pain,  than  the  idea 
of  differing  violently  and  publicly  with  Mr.  Fox  in  opi. 
nion.  He  was  confident,  however,  that  the  occasion 
would  never  be  afforded ;  but,  if  he  could  allow  himself 
to  make  the  supposition,  and  if  his  dearest  friend  upon 
earth  were  to  act  a  part  so  irreconcileable  with  what  he 
regarded  as  the  first  duty  of  a  member  of  the  English 
parliament,  as  to  countenance  any  attempt  to  overturn 
our  constitution,  he  pledged  himself  to  oppose  him.  He 
trusted  that  what  he  now  said  would  not  be  misconstru* 
ed  into  a  desertion  of  the  men  with  whom  he  had  so 
long  acted*  He  wished,  as  one  of  the  greatest  benefits 
that  could  befal  this  country,  to  see  an  eminent  share  of 
power  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fox.  He  knew,  that  to  his 
great  and  masterly  understanding,  he  joined  the  utmost 
possible  degree  of  moderation  ;  that  he  was  of  the  most 
ardess,  candid,  open,  and  benevolent  diq;K)9ition ;  dis- 
interested in  the  extreme ;  of  a  temper  mild  and  placable, 
even  to  a  fault ;  and  without  one  drop  of  gall  in  his  con- 
stitution. Mr.  Burke  trusted  that  he  should  not  be  con* 
sidered  an  enemy  to  reformaticm.  Almost  every  bu8t« 
ness  in  which  he  had  been  much  concerned,  from  the 
first  clay  he  sat  in  that  house,  had  been  a  business  of  re- 
formation ;  and,  wl\en  he  was  not  employed  in  correct- 
ing,  he  had  been  engaged  in  resisting  abuses.  But  the 
time  was  come,  when  it  was  necessary  to  draw  a  line 
between  reformation  and  destruction ;  that  wise  foresight 
that  provided  against  abuse,  and  that  wild  spirit  of  in- 
novation with  which  nothing  was  sacred. 


Vol.  n.  52 
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MR.  FOX. 

On  the  Test  Jet. 

Stated  it,  as  the  fundamental  principle,  upon  whtch 
the  whole  argument  turned,  that  no  government  had  a 
right  to  animadvert  upon  the  speculative  opinions  of  its 
subjects ;  and  that  the  persons  holding  such  opinicmscouJd 
in  no  case  be  rendered  a  fit  object  for  the  censure  of  the 
state,  till  they  were  led  by  them  to  the  adoption  of « 
conduct  subversive  of  the  public  tranquillity.  Perseeu- 
tion,  he  said,  mig^t  be  allowed  to  have  originally  pro- 
ceeded on  a  principle  of  kindness,  to  promote  a  unity 
of  religious  opinion,  and  to  prevent  error  in  the  impor. 
tant  articles  of  Christian  belief.  But  did  persecution 
ever  succeed  in  this  humane  and  truly  charitable  design  ? 
The  experiment  had  been  made  in  diferent  times  and 
under  various  forms,  and  had  uniformly  miscarried.  It 
was  said,  that  certain  errors  in  religion  had  a  tendency 
to  disturb  the  public  peace.  But  surely  this  argument, 
if  in  any  instance  true,  would  be  still  more  true,  when 
applied  to  political  errors ;  and  yet  such  was  the  absur- 
dity of  our  present  test  laws,  that  a  man,  who  &vourcd 
arbitrary  power  in  his  sentiments,  who  should  consider 
the  abolition  of  trial  by  jury  as  no  violation  of  liberty, 
and  the  invasion  of  the  freedom  and  law  of  parliament 
as  no  infraction  of  the  constitution,  might  easily  pave  his 
way  to  the  first  situations  in  the  state.     There  ^'as  no 

EoUtical  test  to  bind  him  ;  the  obligation  of  all  such  tests 
ad  been  justly  exploded  by  the  practice  of  the  country. 
And  what  had  been  the  consequence  of  this  f  A  religi* 
ous  test  was  imposed  for  a  political  purpose.  The  ^• 
ject  of  this  test  had  originally  been  to  exclude  antimo* 
narchical  men  from  civil  oflkes.    But  he  would  ever  re- 
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probate  such  a  procedure;  it  was  actmg  under  false 
pretences ;  its  tendency  led  to  hypocrisy,  and  served 
as  a  restraint  only  upon  the  conscientious  and  the  ho-v 
nest 

Mr.  Fox  spoke  with  particular  censure  of  the  attempt 
that  had  been  made  to  revive  a  long  forgotten  panic,  of 
the  danger  of  the  church.  Such  danger,  he  maintained, 
was  idle  and  chimerical,  and  was  in  his  opinion  asserted 
only  for  the  purposes  of  oppression.  He  declared,  that  he 
highly  approved  of  the  discipline  and  abstract  doctrines 
of  the  church  of  England.  It  had  wisely  avoided  all 
that  was  superstitious,  and  retained  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  essential.  He  should  ever  be  a  decided  friend 
to  anestablished  religion ;  but  it  should  be  an  establish- 
ment  founded  on  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  peo« 
pie.  The  truth  of  religion  was  not  a  subject  for  the  dis« 
cussion  of  parliament;  their  duty  was  only  to  sanction 
that  which  was  most  universally  approved,  and  to  allow 
it  the  emoluments  of  the  state.  Innovation  was  said  to 
be  dangerous  at  all  times,  but  particularly  so  now  in  re- 
gard  to  the  situation  of  affairs  in  France.  He  begged 
leave  to  remind  the  house,  that  the  apjdication  of  the 
dissenters  had  been  made  three  years  ago,  and  was  not 
founded  upon  the  most  distant  reference  to  the  trans* 
actions  which  had  taken  place  in  that  kingdom.  How- 
ever he  might  rejoice  ui  the  emancipation  of  near  thirty 
millions  of  his  fellow-creatures,  and  in  the  ^irit  which 
gave  rise  to  the  revolution,  yet  he  was  free  to  own,  there 
were  some  acts  oi  the  new  government  which  he  could 
not  applaud.  The  summary  and  indiscriminate  forfeiture 
of  the  property  of  the  church  came  under  this  descrip 
tion.  But,  though  he  was  himself  a  friend  to  establisn- 
ments,  he  must  however  strongly  object  to  the  church, 
whenever  it  presumed  to  act  as  a  party.  Its  interference 
in  politics  hs!s  always  been  mischievous,  and  often  daiv- 
geroos  to  the  constitution.  Mr.  Fox  censured  in  strong 
terms  a  circular  letter  of  doctor  Horsley ,  bishop  of  Saint 
David^  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocese,  commending  one 
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candidate  at  Ae  general  election,  and  advising  his  dergy 
not  to  vote  for  another,  who  had  lately  reoeived  the 
thanks  of  the  dissenters.  Mr.  Fox  spoke  in  ammated 
terms  of  the  merit  of  certain  eminent  characters  among 
the  dissenting  clergy ;  but  at  the  same  time  dedared 
his  disapprobation  of  their  introducing  political  topks 
into  the  pulpit.  Doctor  Price,  in  his  sermon  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  English  revolution,  had  delivered 
many  noble  sentiments,  worthy  of  an  enlightened  phi- 
losopher, who  was  unconfined  by  local  attachments, 
and  gloried  in  the  freedom  of  the  whole  human  race ; 
but  though  he  approved  of  his  general  principles,  he 
considered  his  arguments  as  unfit  for  the  pulpit.  'I*^^ 
clergy  in  their  sermons  ought  no  more  to  hsuidle  poliUcal 
topics,  than  that  house  ought  to  dbcuss  subjects  of 
morality  and  religion. 


MR-  PITT. 


On  the  same  subject. 


Declared  himself  averse  to  the  motion.  He  had 
formerly  delivered  his  sentiments  upon  this  subject, 
and  at  th^  present  moment  he  felt  himself  more 
strengthened  and  confirmed  in  his  former  opinions.  The 
important  question  at  issue^^  he  said,  plainly  was,  whether 
the  house  ought  to  relinquish  at  once  those  acts  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  to 
serve  as  a  bulwark  to  the  church,  whose  constitution  was 
so  intimately  connected  with  that  of  the  state  that 
the  safety  of  the  one  must  always  be  affected  by  any 
danger  that  threatened  the  other.  To  toleration  the  dis- 
senters were  undoubtedly  entitled.  They  had  a  right  to 
enjoy  their  liberty  and  their  property,  to  entertain  their 
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own  qi^culative  opinions,  and  to  educate  their  offspring 
in  aoeh  religious  opinions  as  themselves  approved. 
But  the  indispensable  necessity  of  a  permanent  church 
establishment  for  the  good  of  the  state,  required  that 
toleration  should  not  be  extended  to  equality.  If  it 
were,  there  would  be  an  end  for  ever  to  the  wise 
policy  of  prevention,  and  a  door  would  be  opened  to 
the  absolute  ruin  of  the  constitution.  '  It  must  be  ad* 
mitted,  that  .all  cognizance  of  opinion  might  not  be  a 
warrantable  ground  for  criminal  accusation  ;  but  it  did 
not  therefore  follow,  that  an  enquiry  and  test  of  a  man's 
opinion,  as  the  means  of  judging  of  his  religious  and 
constitutional  principles,  was  not  highly  expedient.  Our 
very  liberties  had  been  saved  by  virtue  of  this  sanction* 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  bulwark  of  the  test  law,  the 
Stuart  family  might  now  have  been  in  possesion  of  the 
throne,  and  the  mover  of  the  present  question  never  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  delivering  those  opinions,  which 
they  had  that  day  heard. 

Mr.  Pitt  considered  it  as  an  unquestionable  prin- 
ciple,  that  public  offices  were  established  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community,  and  that  the  commi][nity  was  serv- 
ed by  maintaining  some  distinction  in  their  distribu- 
tion. The  idea  therefore  of  a  right  to  civil  offices,  was 
absurd  and  ridiculous.  Suppose  the  case  of  a  republic, 
the  government  of  which  was  a  perfect  democracy, 
and  the  officers  of  state  elective  out  of  the  general 
body.  Imagine  any  form  of  religion  or  superstitious 
ceremony  to  be  professed  by  a  small  part  of  the  peo- ' 
pie,  the  tendency  of  which  was  to  overthrow  the  demo- 
cratic  equality,  and  consequently,  the  constitution  it* 
self.  Would  not  the  majority  be  warranted  in  the  ex- 
elusion  of  such  an  obnoxious  party  from  the  right,  eitiier 
of  electing,  or  being  elected  to  fill  offices  of  trust  in  the 
stale  ?  But  similar  to  this  was  tlie  very  object,  for 
which  our  test  laws  were  enacted.  They  were  to  be 
T'  grardcd  as  a  species  of  jealousy  of  the  monarch,  %\hich 
h^:d  never  been  considered  as  unconstitutional :  they  had 
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a  direct  tendency  to  check  the  ezerebe  of  the  royal  pre* 
rogative,  which  was  a  circumstance  never  very  unpopular 
in  a  free  state :  and  he  hesitated  not  to  admit,  that,  if  a 
distrust  were  to  be  entertained  of  any  of  the  three  branches 
of  the  constitution,  it  ought  to  be  of  the  executive  pow- 
er. He  had  no  idea  of  such  levelling  principles^  as  tbo^ 
which  warranted  to  all  citizens  an  equality  of  rights,  as 
if  the  whole  revenue  under  the  controul  of  government 
were  to  be  equally  distributed  among  the  public,  from 
whom  it  was  received.  It  was  said,  the  Americans  had 
no  test  laws.  But  the  American  constitution  resemUcd 
ours  neither  in  church  nor  state ;  and  he  sincerely  fvish* 
ed  it  resembled  it  more  than  it  did,  in  afibrding  equal 
.  security  for  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  subject.  The 
essence  of  policy  consisted  in  a  watchful  care  for  the 
general  good.  •  w  here,  therefore  the  interest  and  rights 
of  individuals  came  in  competition  with  those  of  the 
public^  policy  claimed  precedence  even  over  justice. 
Neither  the  merits  ncH*  demerits  of  individuals  ought  un* 
doubtedly  to  have  any  influence  in  the  discussion  of  the 
present  question.  Yet  the  conduct  of  the  dissenters 
seemed  to  him  liable  to  just  reprebeShsion ;  who,  at  th^ 
very  moment  they  were  reprobating  the  test  law,  dis- 
covered an  intention  of  forming  associations  through  the 
whole  country,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  imposing  a  test 
upon  the  members  of  that  house,  and  judging  of  their 
fitness  to  dischai^  their  parliamentary  duty,  from  their 
votes  upon  this  single  question.  Without  intending  to 
throw  any  stigma  upon  the  dissenters,  he  did  not  l^t- 
tate  a  moment  in  supposing  it  extremely  probable,  ^t 
they  might  exercise  the  power  they  demanded,  .fi^r  the 
subversion  of  the  present  establishment.  Their  ccmduct 
could  not  be  reprehen^ble  in  acting  upon  the  priaci{des 
they  professed ;  and,  regarding  as  they  did  the  establish* 
ed  church  as  sinful  and  idolatrous,  conscience  and  con- 
sistency  seemed  to  require  that  they  should  exercise  every 
legal  means  for  its  destruction. 


\ 
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MR.  BURKE- 

'OntheSame, 

ObsbVyeo,  that^  at  two  preceding  periods  when  the 

Suestion  had  been  agitated,  he  had  absented  himself 
-om  the  house,  not  having  brought  his  mind  to  any  de- 
cision upon  the  subject.  He  was  now  howeveri  froift 
information  lately  received,  ready  to  say,  that  he  could 
not  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  present  motion.  Mr.  Fos 
had  begun  his  speech  with  laying  down  the  principles 
of  toleration  and  persecution.  All  persecution,  civil  or 
religious,!  was  odious  ;  but  care  ought  to  be  taken,  that 
men  did  not,  under  colour  of  an  abstract  principle,  put 
the  change  upon  their  own  minds.  Abstract  principles 
he  had  never  been  able  to  bear  ;  he  detested  them  when 
a  boy,  and  he  liked  them  no  better  now  that  he  had 
^ver  hairs.  He  must  have  a  principle  embodied  in  some 
manner  or  other,  and  the  conduct  inferred  from  it  as- 
certained, before  he  could  pretend  to  judge  of  its  pro* 
priety  and  advantage.  But  of  all  abstract  principles, 
those  of  natural  right,  upon  which  the  dissenters  rested 
as  their  strong  hold,  were  the  most  idle  and  most  dan- 
gerous. They  superseded  society,  and  snapped  asunder  * 
all  those  bonds,  which  had  for  ages  constituted  the  hap- 
piness  of  mankind.  Abstract  principles  of  natural  right 
nad  been  long  since  given  up,  for  the  sake  of  what  was 
muchbetter,  society  ;  which  substituted  in  their  ro<Hn  the 
dictates  of  wisdom  and  justice.  It  annihilated  all  our 
natural  rights,  and  drew  to  its  mass  the  parts  of  which  ' 
they  were  composed ;  it  took  in,  as  its  instruments,  all 
the  virtue  of  the  virtuous,  and  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
.wise  ;  it  gave  life,  security  and  action  to  every  faculty 
of  the  sou],  and  secured  the  possession  of  every  comfort. 
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which  those  proud  and  boastful  rights  impotently  held 
out,  but  could  not  bestow.  It  gave  alms  to  the  indigent^ 
defence  to  the  weak,  instruction  to  the  ignorant,  employ- 
ment to  the  industrious,  consolation  to  the  despairing, 
support  to  the  helpless,  nurture  to  the  aged,  faith  to  the 
doubtful,  and  charity  to  the  whole  human  race.  It  dif- 
fused its  beneficent  exertions,  from  acts  of  tenderness 
to  the  infant  when  it  first  cried  in  the  cradle,  to  acts  of 
t:omfort  and  preparation  to  the  dying  man  on  the  Vay  to 
the  tomb. 

That  he  might  not  be  charged  with  calumniating  a 
body  of  men,  whose  interests  he  had  formerly  espoused^ 
Mr.  Burke  said,  he  would  produce  such  facts  as  with 
him  amounted  to  a  satisfactory  proof,  that  the  fears  he 
entertained  of  the  church's  danger  were  not  of  that  kind 
of  terror  which  originated  in  mere  cowardice  or  unmanly 
weakness  ;  but  the  reasonable  conviction  of  a  man,  alive 
to  the  preservation  of  that  for  which  he  was  most  deep- 
ly interested.  Mr.  Burke  quoted  certain  passages  from 
the  political  catechism  of  Mr.  Robert  Robinson,  the  ser- 
mon of  Dr.  Price,  and  the  polemical  writmgs  of  Dr. 
Priestley,  and  read  a  letter  of  a  dissenting  minister  in 
Lancashire,  descriptive  of  the  violent  proceedings  of  an 
assembly  of  dissenters,  from  which  he  had  thought  it 
necessary  to  withdraw  himself.  From  these  testimonies 
Mr.  Burke  inferred,  that  the  leading  preachers  among 
the  dissenters  were  avowed  enemies  to  the  church  of 
England,  and  that  they  made  no  scruple  to  acknowledge 
their  intentions.  He  observed,  that  nothing  ^ould  have 
been  to  all  appearances  more  secure  than  the  hierarchy 
of  France  at  a  very  short  period  since  ;  and  he  adjured 
the  house  of  commons  to  sufier  the  frital  incidents 
which  had  attended  that  church,  plundered  and  demo- 
Ushed  in  so  disgraceiul  a  manner,  to  awaken  their  zeal 
for  the  preservation  of  our  present  happy  and  excellent 
establishment.  Mr.  Burke  confessed,  that,  had  the 
question  been  brought  forward  ten  years  ago,  he  should 
have  voted  for  the  repeal ;  but  circumstances  convinced 


A,  D.  1790.]  MK.  FLOOD.  425 

hinii  that  it  was  not  adviseable  at  present  to  interfere 
with  a  consideration  of  so  much  danger  and  difficulty. 


MR,  FLOOD, 

On  moving  for  a   more  equal  Bepresentation  in  Par- 

liamenL 

He  began  with  informing  the  house  of  commons  of  a 
truth,  which,  but  from  a  confidence  in  their  virtue,  as 
he  said,  he  should  not  have  dared  to  liave  uttered  ;  that 
they  were  not  the  adequate  representatives  of  the  peo- 
pic.  That  they  were  the  legal  representatives  he  freely 
admitted  ;  nay,  he  would  go  ferther,  and  say,  that  tliey 
were  a  highly  useful  and  honourable  council ;  a  council, 
which  in  any  other  government  of  Europe,  would  be 
a  great  acquisition.  But,  to  tlie  honour  of  our  country 
be  it  spoken*  the  British  constitution  entitled  us  to  some*- 
thing  better.  Representation,  Mr.  Flood  said,  was  the 
great  arcanum  and  wise  mystery  of  our  government,  by 
which  it  excelled  all  the  states  of  antiquity.  Now  in 
what  did  representation  consist  ?  In  this,  that,  as  by 
the  general  law  of  political  society  the  majority  was  to 
decide  for  the  whole,  the  representative  must  be  chosen 
by  a  body  of  constituents,  who  were  themselves  a  dear 
majority  of  the  inhabitants.  Headtnitted,  that  proper^ 
ty  to  a  certain  degree  was  a  necessary  ingredient  to  the 
elective  power ;  that  is  to  say,  that  franchise  ought  not 
to  go  beyond  property  ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  ought  to 
be  as  nearly  commensurate  to  it  as  possible.  At  present 
these  principles  were  grossly  violated.  The  freelioldera 
who  originally  included  the  whole  property  of  the  coiia- 
try,  now  constituted  only  a  small  part  of  it.  What  was 
worse,  the  majority  of  the  representatives,  who  decided 
for  the  whole,  and  acted  for  eight  millions  of  people^ 
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vfcre  chosen  by  a  number  of  electors,  not  exceeding  six  or 
eight  thousand.  A  new  body  of  constituents  was  there- 
fore wanting,  and  in  their  appointment  two  things  were 
to  be  considered :  one,  that  they  should  be  numerous 
enough,  because  numbers  were  necessary  to  the  spirit  of 
liberty  ;  the  other,  that  they  should  have  a  comjietent 
share  of  property,  because  that  was  conducive  to  the 
spirit  of  order.  To  supply  these  deficiencies  hb  propo- 
sition  was  directed. 

But  he  was  told,  this  was  not  the  time  for  a  reform. 
And  why  ?  Because  there  were  disturbances  in  France. 
Now  in  the  first  place  he  averred,  that  if  those  dis- 
'turbances  were  ten  times  greater  than  with  every  ex- 
aggeration they  were  represented  to  be,  they  would  only 
render  the  argument  more  decisive  in  favour  of  a  timely 
and  temperate  reform.  It  was  for  want  of  such  a  re- 
form, that  these  evils  had  fallen  upon  France  ;  it  was 
to  the  want  of  similar  measures,  that  the  former  convul- 
sions of  our  own  country  were  to  be  ascribed.  Had  the 
encroachments  of  the  Tudors  been  seasonably  repressed, 
Charles  the  First  would  not  have  mistaken  those  en- 
croachments for  a  constitutional  prerogative.  Had  the 
malpractices  of  Charles  the  Second  been  less  tamely 
endured,  James  might  not  have  been  a  tyrant,  and  need- 
ed not  to  have  been  an  exile.  Mr.  Flood  was  no  friend  to 
revolutions,  because  they  were  an  evil ;  he  was  a  friend 
to  timely  reform,  which  rendered  revolutions  unneces- 
sary. Those  who  opposed  such  a  reform,  might  be 
enemies  to  revolution  in  their  hearts,  but  were  friends 
to  it  by  their  folly.  He  argued  farther  from  the  proceed- 
ings in  France,  that  if  France  improved  her  government, 
it  became  the  more  urgent  that  we  should  restore  ours. 
France,  now  busied  in  her  internal  affairs,  was  not  at 
leistire  to  disturb  our  operations.  At  home  we  were 
not  in  a  state  of  despondency  on  the  one  hand,  which 
might  tempt  us  to  an  act  of  despair,  nor  of  that  drunken 
prosperity  on  the  other  hand,  by  which  nations  were 
rendered  ignorant  of  the  present,  and  regardless  of  the 
future. 
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In  developing  his  own  plan,  Mr.  Flood  recalled  to 
the  attention  of  the  house  the  projects  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
of  lord  Chatham.  Lord  Chatham  had  proposed  an  ad* 
dition  of  county  representatives,  leaving,  as  he  expressed 
it,  the  rotten  boroughs  to  drop  off  by  time.  'To  this  pro* 
position,  it  was  not  objected,  that  it  would  make  a  con* 
siderable  increase  in  the  present  numbed  of  representa- 
tives; but  it  was  objected,  that  the  freeholders  were 
already  represented,  and  that  the  plan  proposed  did  not 
give  franchise  to  any  of  that  great  and  responsible  body 
of  men,  who  were  npw  non-electors.  To  the  plan  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  it  was  not  objected,  that 
he  introduced  a  new  body  of  electors,  namely,  the  copy*^ 
holders.  It  was  admitted,  that,  by  adding  them  to  th{ 
freeholders,  he  had  diminished  by  so  much  the  objec<* 
tions  that  had  been  made  to  his  father's  plan  ;  but  that 
there  were  objections  which  remained  applicable  to 
them  both.  Respecting  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  as  to  the  bo* 
roughs,  it  was  objected,  that  to  disfranchise  them  might 
indeed  be  arbitrary ;  but  that  to  buy  them  out  would  be 
to  build  reform,  not  on  purity,  but  corruption ;  that  the 
purchase  must  be  slow  and  uncertain ;  and  that  the  worst 
boroughs,  those  of  government,  would  never  resign,  but 
would  comparatively  be  increased  in  importance  by  the 
resignation  of  others.  Mr.  Flood's  proposition  was^ 
that  one  hundred  members  should  be  added  to  the  pre- 
sent house  of  commons,  to  be  elected  by  a  new  and 
numerous  body  of  electors,  the  resident  householders 
in  every  county.  It  ^vas  on  all  hands  admitted,  that 
every  individual  in  this  country  paid  upon  an  average  fifty 
shillings  per  annum  to  the  revenue.  The  master  or  fii- 
ther  of  a  family,  contributed  in  proportion  for  himself 
and  all  its  members.  Who  should  say  that  this  class 
of  men  ought  to  be  confounded  with  the  rabble  ?  Who 
would  dare  to  say,  that  they  ought  to  be  proscribed 
from  franchise  ?  They  maintained  the  aiBuetice  of  the 
rich,  the  dignity  of  the  noble,  and  the  majesty  of  the 
crown ;  they  supported  our  fleets  and  our  armies. 
Could  we  deny  them  the  right  to  protect  their  liberty  ? 
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Mr.  flood  added  another  argument  The  con- 
8titation  consisted  of  three  orders,  the  monarch,  the 
aristocracy,  and  the  people.  Its  health  consisted  in 
maintaining  the  equipoise  between  them.  The  lords  had 
been  the  most  stationary  branch  :  yet,  by  an  increase 
of  their  numbers  of  late,  they  had  obtained  many  patri- 
monial  and  private  boroughs,  and  engrossed  an  influence 
over  the  house  of  commons  which  did  not  constitutionally 
belong  to  them.  But  the  great  alteration  had  happened 
on  the  part  of  the  crown.  Judge  Blackstone  had  ad- 
mitted this,  and  had  expressly  referred  us,  as  a  remedyt 
to  an  amendment  of  the  representation  in  parliamerit. 
Mr.  Home  had  said,  that  arbitrary  power  was  the  eu- 
ihanasia  of  the  British  constitution.  An  attempt  had 
been  made  to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  crown ;  but 
an  East- Indian  bill  and  a  declaratory  law  had  since  pass- 
ed, and  by  those  laws  more  influence  had  been  given 
than  was  subtracted  by  the  act  of  reform.  Mr.  Flood 
proposed,  that  the  sheriff  of  each  county  should  be  re- 
quired, by  himself  and  his  deputies,  to  take  the  poll  of 
the  resident  householders  in  each  parish  on  the  same 
day.  Thus  the  representative  would  be  chosen,  as  he 
ought  to  be,  by  the  people ;  and  by  shortening  the  du- 
ration of  parliaments  he  would  continue  to  ,act  as  if  he 
were  so  chosen. 


MR.  WINDHAM- 


On  Reply  to  Mr.  Flood. 

He  said,  the  experience  of  ages  had  demonstrated, 
that  the  house  of  commons  was  adequate  to  every  neces* 
sary  purpose  ;  and  that,  with  no  better  representation  of 
the  people  in  parliament,  the  country  had  been  flouxish- 
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ing  and  prosperous^  and  the  people  happy  and  secu^ 
Mr.  Flood  had  (]uoted  the  celebrated  case  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex  election,  in  which  the  candidate  chosen  by  the  mi* 
nority  of  the  electors  had  been  decided  to  be  the  legal . 
representative.  Mr.  Windham  could  not  see  the  hard* 
ship  of  this.  If  such  had  been  the  general  n^le  of  elec- 
tion through  the  whole  Icingdom,  the  ^airs  of  the  na- 
tion»  for  ought  he  knew,  might  have  gone  on  as  well  as 
ever.  At  the  close  of  the  American  war,  which,  he  was 
afraid,  had  been  undertaken  for  no  better  reason  than 
the  hope  of  saving  ourselves  by  taxing  America,  a  cla- 
mour  was  raised,  and  a  parliamentary  reform  demanded^ 
as  a  remedy  for  the  expence  we  have  incurred.  A  deluge 
of  opinions  was  then  let  loose ;  all  these  wild  notions 
were  generated  during  the  war ;  but  happily  they  had 
long  since  subsided.  The  danger  however  was  now 
breaking  out  afresh.  A  brood  of  these  wild  impractica- 
ble opinions  were  come  over,  like  locusts,  from  the 
continent;  and  would,  he  feared,  if  they  were  suffered 
to  remain,  destroy  the  verdure  and  beauty  of  the  con- 
stitution. If  he  had  approved  ever  so  much  of  the  pro- 
position for  a  parliamentary  reform,  he  should  have  ob- 
jected to  it,  on  account  of  the  time  at  which  Mr.  Flood 
had  thought  proper  to  introduce  it.  Where  was  the 
man  that  would  be  mad  enough  to  advise  them  to  repair 
their  bouse  in  the  hurricane  season. 

MR.  PITT. 


In  Reply  to  Mr.  Grey^  on  the  same  Subject, 

He  said,  he  believed  it  was  not  strictly  regular  to  en- 
ter  into  any  observation  on  a  mere  notice  of  a  motion, 
and  therefore  he  was  under  the  correction  of  the  house 
M  nether  he  should  proceed.     [Go  on !  go  on  !  was  then 
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Tocifcrated  from  different  parts  of  the  house,] — ^If  ever 
there  was  an  occasion,  he  said,  in  which  the  mind  of 
every  man  who  had  any  feeling  for  the  present  or  hope 
for  the  future  happiness  of  the  nation,  should  be  interest- 
ed, the  present  was  the  time,  when  form  should  be  dis- 
regarded, and  the  substance  of  the  debate  be  kept  pure- 
ly in  view.  Nothing  could  be  whispered  on  this  sub- 
"^  ject,  which  did  not  involve  questions  of  the  most  exten- 
sive, the  most  serious,  the  most  lasting  importance 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  to  the  very  being  of  the 
state. 

He  felt  no  difficulty  in  asserting,  in  the  most  decisive 
terms,  that  he  objected  both  to  the  time  and  the  mode 
in  which  this  business  was  brought  forv^  ard.     He  would 
confess  that,  in  one  respect,  he  had  changed  his  opinion 
tipon  this  subject,   and  he  was  not  afraid  to  own  it. 
He  retained  his  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  a  reform  in 
parliament,  if  it  could  be  obtained  by  a  general  concur- 
rence, pointing  harmlessly  at  its  object.— Bjut  he    was 
afraid,  at  this  moment,  that  if  agreed  on  by  that  house, 
tiTe  security  of  all  the  blessings  we  enjoyed  would  be 
shaken  to  the  foundation.     He  conceived  that  the  beau- 
tiful system  of  our  constitution,  and  the  only  security 
we  had  for  its  continuance,  was  in  the  house  of  commons : 
but  that    security  was    imperfect,    while  there    were 
2>ersons  who  thought  the  people  not  adequately  repre-  ' 
sented.     He  once  thought,  and  still  thought,   that  if 
some  mode  could  be  adopted,  by  which  the  people  coukl 
have  additional  security  for  the  continuance  of  the  bless- 
ings they  now  enjoy,  it  would  be  an  improvement  in  the 
constitution  of  this  country.     That  was  the  extent  of  his 
object ;  and  if  this  could  be  obtained,  he  should  think  it 
wise  to  make  the  experiment. 

Upon  the  time  and  mode  of  bringing  this  sul^ject  for. 
ward,  he  said,  every  rational  person  had  two  points  to 
consider.  These  were  the  probability  of  sTuccess,  and 
the  risk  to  be  incurred  in  the  attempt. — Upon  the  latter 
of  these,  he  owned  his  apprehensions  were  very  great. 
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He  saw  no  chance  of  succeeding  in  the  attempt,  in  the 
first  place ;  but  saw  great  danger  of  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion in  the  second.  It  was  true  he  had  made  some 
efforts  to  this  effect  himself.  But  at  what  time  ?  There 
was  then  a  general  apprehension  that  we  were  upon  the 
verge  of  a  public  national  bankruptcy,  and  a  strong  sense 
was  entertained  of  practical  grievances.  This  was  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  American  war,  succeeding  a  period, 
when  the  influence  of  the  crown  was  declared  "  to  have 
increased,  to  be  increasing,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  di** 
minished.*'  Many  thought  at  that  time,  and  he  among 
the  rest,  that  unless  there  were  a  better  connection  be- 
tween the  parliament  and  the  ptople,  the  safety  of  the 
country  might  be  endangered. 

The  present,  he  alledged,  was  not  a  time  to  make 
hazardous  experiments.  Could  we  forget  what  lessons 
had  been  given  to  the  world  within  a  few  years?  Could 
we  suppose  that  men  felt  the  situation  of  this  country, 
as  contrasted  with  that  of  others,  to  be  deplorable? 
He  then  noticed  the  association  and  the  advertisements 
in  newspapers,  inviting  the  public  to  join  the  standard 
of  reform.  He  saw  with  concern  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
He  alluded,  united  with  others,  who  professed  not  re- 
form only,  but  direct  hostility  to  the  very  form  of  our 
government ;  who  threatened  an  extinction  to  monarchical 
government,  hereditary  succession,  and  every  thing  which 
promoted  order  and  subordination  in  a  state.  To  his 
last  hour  he  would  resist  every  attempt  of  .this  nature ; 
and  if  he  was  called  upon  either  to  hazard  this,^  or  for 
ever  to  abandon  all  hopes  of  reform,  he  would  say  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  preferring  the  latter  alternative. 
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MR.  FOX. 

In  Reply  to  Mr.  PitL 


He  reminded  the  house,  that  he  had  never  professed 
to  be  so  sanguine  on  this  subject  as  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  had  last  addressed  them  ;  but  although  less 
sanguine,  he  happened  to  be  a  little  more  consistent  » 
for  he  had  early  in  his  public  life  formed  an  opinion 
of  the  necessity  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  remain- 
ed to  this  hour  convinced  of  that  necessity ;  and  the  ob* 
vious  reason  was,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  house  were 
sometimes  at  variance  with  the  opinion  of  tlie  public* 
Of  the  truth  and  justice  of  this  sentiment,  he  said,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  refer  to  a  recent  instance — the 
Russian  armamient.  The  declaration  of  that  house  was, 
that  we  should  proceed  to  hostilities.  The  declaration 
of  the  people  was,  that  we  should  not :  and  so  strong 
was  that  declaration,*  that  it  silenced  and  overawed  ^k: 
minister,  with  his  triumphant  majority.  What  was  the 
consequence  ?  that  the  people  of  England  were  at  this 
moment  paying  the  expence  of  an  armament  for  which 
they  never  gave  their  consent ;  and  as  far  as  that  goes, 
they  pay  their  money  for  not  being  represented  in  par- 
liament,  and  because  their  sentiments  were  not  spoken 
within  the  walls  of  that  house.  It  was  the  doctrine  of  im- 
plicit confidence  in  the  minister  that  disgusted  the  peo- 
ple ;  a  confidence  not  given  to  him  from  the  experience 
of  his  probity  and  talents,  but  merely  because  he  was 
minister, -r-The  doctrine  was,  that  the  agent  of  the  ex- 
ecutive power,  be  he  who  he  may,  is  entitled  to  con* 
fidence ;  and  if  he  afterwards  commit  what  the  people 
call  a  blunder,  no  inquiry  shall  be  had  into  his  con- 
duct. 
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With  respect  to  the  other  .part  of  the  mlnister^s  speech, 
which  related  to  the  allies  of  his  hon.  friend  Mr.  Grey, 
he  thought  he  might  answer  it  completely  by  asking  the 
minister,  Who  will  you  have  for  yours?  On  our  part 
there  are  infuriated  repubUoans  ;  on  yours  there  are  the 
slaves  of  despotism ;  both  of  them  unfriendly  perhaps  to 
the  constitution :  but  there  was  no  comparison  between 
them  in  point  of  real  hostility  to  the  spirit  of  freedom. 
The  one,  by  having  too  ardent  a  zeal  for  liberty,  lost 
sight  of  the  true  medium  by  which  it  was  to  be  preserve 
ed ;  the  other  detested  the  thing  itself,  and  are  pleased 
withnothing  but  tyranny  and  despotism* 

Upon  the  word  innovation  he  must  take  the  liberty  of 
repeating  what  he  uttered  almost  the  first  time  he  ad- 
dressed that  house ;  an  observation  which  some  thought 
quaintly  expressed — "  That  the  greatest  innovation  mat 
could  be  introduced  in  the  constitution  of  England,  was 
to  come  to  a  vote  that  there  should  be  no  innovation  in 
it, '»  The  greatest  beauty  of  the  constitution  was,  that  in 
its  very  principle  it  admitted  of  perpetual  improvement. 
If  it  was  asked,  why  his  name  did  not  appear  in  the  list 
of  the  society  for  reform?  his  reason  was,  that  though 
he  saw  great  abuses,  he  did  not  see  the  remedy.  Had 
bis  hon.  friend  consulted  him,  he  should  have  hesitat* 
ed  in  recommending  the  part  he  had  taken  to  him  ;  but 
having  taken  it,  he  could  not  see  why  the  period  was 
improper  for  the  discussion.  He  professed,  in  strong 
terms  his  admiration  of  the  British  constitution,  but 
thought  that  Mr.  Pitt  asserted  too  much,  when  he  held 
forth  this  country  as  the  only  state  exempted  from  anar- 
chy and  despotism.  In  repl^  to  this  observation,  Mr. 
Fox  noticed  America,  and  paid  a  handsome  compliment 
to  the  new  constitution  of  roland. 
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MR.  FOX. 


On  the  Address  to  his  Majesty. 

He  began  by  complimenting  earl  Wycombe,  who,  he  ob- 
seryed,  had  anticipated  some  of  his  most  forcible  aigu- 
ments ;  and  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the  present  was  the 
most  momentous  crisis,  not  only  that  he  had  ever  known, 
but  that  he  had  ever  read  of  in  the  history  of  this  country ; 
a  crisis,  not  merely  interesting  to.onrselves  and  our  own 
condition,  but  to  all  nations  and  to  all  men  ;  and  that  on 
the  conduct  of  parliament  in  this  crisis  depend,  not 
merely  the  fate  of  the  British  constitution,  but  ofdoci 
trines  which  go  to  the  happiness  and  weU-beingofall 
human^kind. 

^  His  majesty^s  speech,  he  observed,  was  full  of  a  va- 
riety of  assertions.  Perhaps  he  should  not  make  use  of 
the  word  assertions,  without  adding,  that  it  had  also  a  va- 
riety of  insinuations  conveyed  in  the  shape  of  assertions, 
which  mu?t  impress  every  man  with  the  most  imminent 
apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  every  thing  justly  dear  to 
Englishmen.^  It  was  their  duty  to  enquire  mto  the  truth 
of  these  assertions  and  insinuations  so  conveyed.  In 
so  doing  Mr.  Fox,  agreeably  to  parliamentary  usage, 
considered  the  speech  as  the  speech  ^f  the  minister,  and 
professed  the  most  true  and  sincere  respect  personallv 
lor  hi^  majesty ;  but  as  to  the^  speech,  it  was  the  speecn 
which  his  majesty  had  been  advised,  by  his  confidential 
servants,  to  deliver  from  the  throne  ;  they  were  respon- 
sible for  it,  and  to  them  every  observation  was  addressed. 
I  stated  it  therefore  added  Mr^  Fox,  to  be  mj 
firm  opinion  and  belief,  that  there  is  not  one  factass«t. 
-ed  in  his  majesty's  speech  which  is  not  false— not  one 
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aaaerdoa  or  mstnualioii  which  is  not  unfounded.  Nay^* 
I  caimot  be  so  uncandid  as  to  believe,  that  even  the  mU 
nisters  themselves  think  them  true.  This  charge  upon 
his  majes^'s  ministers  is  of  so  serious  a  kind,  that  I  do 
not  pronounce  it  lightly  ;  and  I  desire  that  gentlemen 
will  go  fairly  into  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
manifest  the  proper  sjurit  of  the  representatives  of  the 
peojrie  in  such  a  moment.  What  the  noble  lord  said 
is  most  strictly  true.  The  great  prominent  feature  of 
the  speech  is,  that  it  is  an  intolerable  calumny  on  the 
people  of  Great  Britain ;  an  insinuation  of  so  gross  and  so 
blade  a  nature,  that  it  demands  thb  most  rigorous  inqui- 
ry and  the  most  severe  punishment.  The  next  assertion 
is  that  there  exists  at  this  moment  an  insurrection  in  thb 
kingdom.  An  insurrection !  Where  is  it  f  where  has  it 
reared  its  head  ?  Good  God !  an  insurrection  in  Great 
Britain !  No  wonder  that  the  militia  were  called  out,  and 
parliament  assembled  in  the  extraordinary  way  in  whicti 
they  have  been  ;  but  where  b  it  ?  Two  gentiemen  have 
delivered  sentiments  in  commendation  and  illustration  of 
ihc  speech  ;  and  yet,  though  this  insurrection  has  exist- 
cd  for  fourteen  days,  they  have  given  us  no  light  what- 
ever, no  clue,  no  information  where  to  find  it.  The 
ri^t  hon.  manstrate  telb  us  that,  in  hisrhigh  municipal 
situation,  he  has  received  certain  information  which  he 
does  not  think  proper  to  communicate  to  us.  Thb  b 
really  carrying  the  doctrine  of  confidence  to  a  length  in- 
deed !  Not  content  with  ministers  leading  the  house  of 
commons  into  the  most  extravagant  and  embarrassing 
situations,  under  the  blind  cover  of  confidence,  we  are 
BOW  told  that  a  municipal  magistrate  has  information  of 
an  insurrection,  which  he  does  not  choose  to  lay  before 
the  commons  of  England,  but  which  he  assures  us  b 
sufficient  to  justify  the  ahurm  that  has  sfH^ad  over  the 
whole  country !  'Tht  honourable  gentieman  who  second- 
ed the  motion  tells  us,  that  the  **  insurrections  are  too 
notorious  to  be  described."    Such  b  the  information 


4»  KIL  FOX.  ^A.  D.  1*93. 


yfhich  we  reoetted  from  the  right  hononnMe  i 
and  the  hooouraUe  gentlemen  wko  are  sdceted  to  moTe 
and  second  the  address*  I  will  take  upon  ase  to  sa^, 
that  it  is  not  the  notorietjr  of  the  iosurveetioiis  which 
prevents  thorn  from  communicating  to  ns  the  particQlarsy 
but  their  non-existence*  The  speech  goes  <ni  in  the 
same  strain  of  calumny  and  falsdbood,  and  sajs^  ^  Tlic 
industry  employed  to  excite  diacontent  on  wu 
ous  pretexts,  and  in  different  parts  of  die  kingdoo^ 
has  appeared  to  proceed  from  a  design  to  attempt  the 
destruction  of  our  h^py  eonstitution,  and  ^  snbver* 
sion  of  all  order  and  government*"  I  desire  gentlemen 
to  consider  these  words,  and  i  demand  of  their  honour 
and  truthy  if  they  believe  tins  assertion  to  be  founded 
MX  fact* 

These  have  been,,  as  I  understand,  and  as  every  one 
must  have  heard,  some  slight  riots  in  ^ferent  pouts  ; 
but  I  ask  them,  were  the  various  furetexts  of  these  dif- 
ferent tumults  false,  and  used  only  to  cover  an  attempt 
to  destroy  our  happy  constitution  f  I  have  heard  of  a  tu- 
mult in  Shiehk  ;  of  another  at  Leith ;  of  some  riot  at 
Yarmouth^  andof  something  of  die  sam^  nature  at  Perth 
and  Dundee*  I  ask  gentlemen  if  they  believe  in  each 
6f  these  places  the  avowed  object  i^the  comphunt  of  the 
people,  was  not  the  real  one^^that  die  sulorsat  Shidds, 
Yarmouth,  &c*  did  not  really  want  some  increase  of 
their  wages,  but  were  actuated  by  a  design  of  overthrow- 
kg  the  constitution  ?  Is  there  a  man  in  Enghmd  who  be- 
Keves  this  insinuation  to  be  true?  And  in  like  mauer 
of  every  other  meeting,  to  which,  in  the  present  ^irit, 
men  may  give  the  name  of  tumidtnous  assembling.  I 
desire  to  know  if  there  has  b^n  discovered  any  secieC 
motive  other  than  their  open  and  avowed  one*  And  yet, 
with  this  conviction  in  our  minds,  we  are  called  upon  to 
declare  directly  our  belief  and  persuasion  that  these 
diings  are  so.  We  are  called  upon  to  join  in  the  libel 
npon  our  constituents.    Th&  wswer  to  the  {^>eech  says> 
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that  WkMur  of  the  tumuk  and discM'deF,  but  zi  t6  ac- 
tual iosiirreGtion,  it  more  iQodestly  makes  us  say/'  That 
we  are  aony  to  hear  that  there  is  ati  insurrection.''  Of 
the  tumults  and  disorders  then  we  have  personal  know- 
ledge ;  but  the  insurrecticm  we  learn  from  his  majesty's 
speech! 

Mr.  Fox  next  adverted  to  the  aSairs  of  Erajuce,  and 
to  the  expression  of  Mr.  Wallace^  who  adduced  as  a 
proof  diat  there  existed  in  this  country  a  dangerous  spi- 
rit^ **  the  drooping  and  dejected  aspect  of  many  persons^ 
when  the  tidings  of  pumourier''s  surrender  arrived  in 
England,"  Admitting  the  fact  in  its  utmost  extent,  Mr. 
Fox  could  not  see  that  it  was  to  be  considered  as  a 
proof  rf  discontent,  and  of  preference  to  republican  doc- 
trines, that  men  ^ould  droop  and  be  dejected  when 
they  beard  that  the  arimes  of  despotism  had  triumphed 
over  m  army  fighting  for  liberty,  What^  he  asked, 
could  any  man  who  loves  the  constitution  of  England^ 
who  feek  its  principies  in  his  heart,  wish  success  to  the 
duke  €^  Brunswick,  after  reading  a  manifesto  which  vi'^ 
ofaited  tvtry  doctrine  that  Englishmen  hold  sacred,  which 
trampled  under  foot  every  principle  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity, and  freedom,  and  true  government  f 

He  proceeded  to  reprobate  that  system  of  tyranny 
and  coercion  which  insisted  that  Englishmen  are  not  to 
dare  to  have  any  genuine  feelings  of  their  own ;  that  they 
must  TCJcNcet^  rule;  that  they  must  not  think  but  by  order; 
that  they  must  rejoice  and  grieve,  just  as  it  shall  suit  the 
taste,  the  caprice,  or  the  ends  of  ministers. 

See,  said  Mr.  Fox^  to  what  lengths  they  carry 
this  system  of  intellectual  oppression  !  Under  various 
pretexts  there  have  been  tumults  and  disorders,  but  the 
true  design  was  to  overturn  the  constitution — So  says  the 
speech«*^and  mark  the  iBustration  of  the  right  honour- 
able magistrate.  "  There  have  been  various  societies 
established  in  the  city  of  London,  instituted  for  the 
T>Iau89>le  purpose  of  merely  discussing  constitutional 
questions^  but  which  were  really  designed  to  propogate 
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Mdkioas  doctrines.'^  So  tbeny  bf  tlus  neir  aehemc  of 
tyranny,  we  ai>e  not  to  judge  of  the  conduct  of  men  by 
tiieir  overt  acts,  but  are  toarrogate  to  ouraelveaat  once  the 
province  and  the  power  of  the  Deity ;  we  are  to  aitaign  a 
man  for  hiwecret  thoughts,  and topunish  hioit  because  we 
choose  to  believe  him  guilty  !  'You  tell  me  indeed,'  says 
one  of  the  municipal  inquisitors,  *  that  you  meet  for  an 
honest  purpose,  but  I  know  better— Your  jdausible  pre- 
text shall  not  impose  upon  me^-Iknow  your  seditiousdc* 
sign.  I  will  brand  you  for  a  traitor  by  my  own  proper  au« 
tl]^ri^/  What  innocence  can  be  safe  against  such  a  pow- 
er f  What  inquisitor  of  Spain,  what  agent  of  ancient  or 
of  modern  Qrranny,  can  hold  so  lofty  ^  tone  ?  Well  and 
nobly,  seasonably  and  truly,  has  the  noble  earl  (Wycombe) 
said  ;  and  I  would  not  weaken  the  sentiment  by  repeat- 
ing the  expression  in  terms  less  forcible  than  his  own, 
but  that  the  eternal  truth  cannot  su&r  by  die  feebleness 
of  the  terms  in  which  it  is  conveyed — ''There  wa  specu- 
lative people  in  this  coun,try,  who  disa[9rove  of  the 
system  of  our  government ;  and  there  must  be  such  men 
as  long  as  the  land  is  free,  for  it  is  of  the  very  essence 
of  freedom,  for  men  to  differ  upon  speculative  points.*' 
Is  it  possible  to  conceive,  that  it  should  enter  into  the 
imagination  of  freemen  to  doubt  of  this  truth  ?  The  in- 
stant that  the  general  sense  of  the  people  shall  question 
this  truth,  and  that  opinion  shall  be  held  dependent  on 
the  will  of  ministers  and  magistrates,  from  that  moment 
I  say,  I  date  the  extinction  of  our  liberties  as  a  people. 

Now  tlus,  sir,  continued  he,  is  the  crisis  which  I 
think  so  tnily  alarming.  We  are  come  to  the  moment, 
when  the  question  is,  whether  we  shall  give  to  the  king, 
that  is,  to  the  executive  government,  complete  power 
over  our  thoughts  ;  whether  we  are  to  redgn  the  exercise 
of  our  natural  feculties  to  the  ministers  Sor  the  time 
being ;  or  whether  we  shall  maintain,  that  in  England 
no  man  is  criminal,  but  by  the  commission  of  overt  acts 
forbidden  by  the  law.  This  I  call  a  crisis  more  imminoit 
and  tremendous  than  any  that  the  ^tory  of  this  coun- 
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try  ever  exhibited.  I  am  not  so  ignorant  of  the  present 
state  of  men's  minds,  md  of  the  ferment  artfully  creat* 
edy  as  not  to  know  that  I  am  now  advaneingan  opinion 
likely  to  be  unpopular.  It  is  not  the  first  time  diat  I 
have  incurred  the  same  hazard.  But  I  am  as  ready  to 
meet  the  current  of  popular  opinion  now  running  in  fii* 
vour  of  those  high  law  doctrines,  as  in  tlie  year  1783  I 
was  to  meet  the  opposite  torrent,  when  it  was  said,  that 
I  wished  to  sacrifice  the  people  to  the  crown.  I  will 
do  now  as  I  did  then-*-I  will  act  against  the  ciy  of  the 
moment,  in  the  confidence  that  the  reflection  of  the  peo- 
ple will  bear  me  out. 

Mr.  Fox  then  noticed  the  incondstency  of  coniplain- 
ing  that  pamphlets  of  a  seditious  nature  were  circulated, 
whea  these  -pamphlets  had  not  been  suppressed  by  a 
court  of  law.  That,  he  asserted,  was  the  proper  and 
eflfectiKd  means  of  suppressing  them ;  not  by  erecting 
every  man  into  an  inquisitor,  a  judge,  a  spy,  and  an 
informer.'  One  extreme,  added  he,  naturally  leads  to 
another.  Those  who  dread  republicanism  fly  for  shel- 
ter to  the  crown.  Those  who  desire  reform,  and  are 
calumniated,  are  driven  from  despair  to  republicanism. 
And  this  is  the  evil  that  I  dread.  These  are  theextremes 
into  which  these  violent  agitations  hurry  the  people,  to 
the  gradual  decrease  of  that  middle  order  of  men  who 
dread  as  much  republicanism  on  the  one  hand,  as  they 
do  despotism  on  the  other.  That  middle  order  of  men, 
who  have  hitherto  preserved  to  this  country  ^11  that  is 
dear  in  life,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  is  daily  lessening ;  but 
permit  me  to  say,  that  while  my  feeble  voice  continues, 
it  shall  not  be  totally  extinct ;  there  shall  at  least  be  one 
man  who  will,  in  this  ferment  of  extremes,  preserve  the 
centre  point.  I  may  be  abused  by  one  side,  I  may  be 
libelled  by  the  other ;  I  may  be  branded  at  one  and  the 
same  time  with  the  terms  of  fire  brand  and  luke-warm 
politician ;  but  though  I  love  popularity,  and  own  that 
there  is  no  external  reward  so  dear  to  me  as  the  good 
opinion  and  confidence  of  my  fellow-citisens)  yet  no 
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temptation  of  such  eomplaoencf  shall  ever  induce  nie  to 
join  any  association  that  has  for  its  object  a  change  in 
the  basis  of  our  constitution,  or  an  extension  of  any  of 
those  bases  beyond  the  just  proportion.  I  will  stand  in 
the  gap,  and  oppose  myself  to  all  the  wild  projects  of  a 
'  new  fangled  tlieory,  as  much  as  i^nst  the  monstrous 
iniquity  of  exploded  doctrines.  I  think  the  latter  is  more 
our  present  <knger  than  the  former.  I  see  not  merely 
in  the  panic  of  2ie  timorous,  but  in  the  acts  of  the  de- 
siting,  cause  for  alarm  against  the  most  abhorrent  doc- 
:trmes. 

In  pursuing  this  idea,  Mr.  Fox  animadterted  upor. 
some  publications  of  a  very  absurd  and  disgracefiil  kind, 
which  had  been  circulated  by  Mr.  Reeves's  associadon. 
In  speaking  of  the  calling  out  of  the  militia,  he  observed, 
When  I  first  heard  that  the  militia  were  called  out,  I 
felt  more  anxiety  and  consternation  than  ever  possessed 
;my  mind.  I  thought  that  certainly  they  had  heard  of 
dome  actual  insurrection,  or  impending  invasion.  But 
when  I  heard  that  they  were  not  called  out  to  enable 
ininisters  to  send  the,  troops  to  any  distant  part,  to  Ire- 
land, or  to  Scotland  (where  they  might  know  of  dis» 
turbances,  though  I  did  not),  but  that  troops  were  as« 
sembling  round  London,  I  firmly  believed  the  whole  to 
be  a  fraud ;  for  I  have  friends  in  and  about  London, 
as  intelligent,  as  vigilant,  as  much  interested  in  the 
tranquillity  of  the  metropolis,  as  the  right  honourable 
magistrate;  and  I  Was  confident  that  an  insurrection 
could  not  actually  exist  in  London  without  being  known. 
I  pronounced  it  in  my  own  mind  to  be  a  fraud,  and  I 
pronounce  it  here  to  be  so.  I  am  not  given  to  make 
light  assertions  in  this  house,  nor  do  I  desire  to  receive 
Implicit  belief.  I  deprecate  confidence  on  my  bare  as* 
Qcrtion.  On  the  contrary,  I  state,  that  I  believe  this 
pretext  to  be  a  fraud,  and  I  entreat  you  to  inquire, 
that  you  may  ascertain  the  truth.  I  know  there  are  so- 
Gjeties  who  have  indulged  themselves,  as  I  think,  in 
9iUy  and  A'aptic  speculations,  and  who  have   publidi* 
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cd  toasts,  &c.  that  are  objectionable  ;  but  that  there  is 
€uiy  insurrection,  or  that  any  attempt  was  making  to 
overthrow  the  constitution,  I  deny.  Now  if  this  asser- 
tion of  ministers  be  a  falsehood,  is  it  an  innocent'  false- 
hood ?  Are  the  people  of  this  country  playthings  in  the 
hands  of  miniisters,  that  they  may  frighten  them  and 
disturb  them  at  pleasure  ?  Are  they  to  treat  them  as 
some  weak,  jesdous-pated,  and  capricious  men  treat 
their  wives  and  mistresses — ^alarm  them  with  false  stories, 
that  they  may  cruelly  feast  on  the  torture  of  their  appre^r 
hensions,  and  delight  in  the  susceptibility  thai  drowns 
them  in  tears  ?  Have  they  no  better  enjoyment  than  to 
put  forth  falsje  alarms,  that  they  know  may  draw  from 
the  people  the  soothing  expressions  of  agitated  loyalty  ? 
Or  do  they  think  that  these  expressions,  generously, 
readily  made,  in  favour  of  the  king,  whom  the  people 
rationally  love,  may  extend  their  influence  to  all  the 
persons  who  are  near  his  throne  ?  Indulging  in  thispas- 
sion,  they  may  keep  us  incessantly  in  the  tumult  of  ap- 
prehension, until  at  last  they  so  habituate  the  mind  to 
dread  the  evil  in  this  quarter,  as  to  look  for  it  in  no 
other  ;  or  stun  it  by  repeated  shocks  of  fiction  into  an 
insensibility  of  real  attack. 

In  commenting  upon  that  part  of  his  majesty's  speech 
which  indicated  the  apprehension  of  a  war,  Mr.  Fox  as- 
serted, that  there  never  was  a  period  when  this  country  had 
so  much  reason  to  wish  for  peace ;  there  never  was  a 
period  so  litUe  favourable  to  a  rupture  with  France,  or 
with  any  power.  He  instanced  several  cases  in  which 
negociation  had  prevented  a  ^var,  and  asked  why  we 
now  disdained  to  negociate  ? — Because  we  had  no  mu 
nister  at  Paris  ?  And  why  had  we  no  minister  ?  Be- 
cause France  is  a  republic!  And  so  we  are  to  pay 
in  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  people  for  a  punctilio ! 
He  then  noticed  the  pretext  for  the  dispute,  the  opening 
of  the  Scheldt — 1  cannot  believe,  said  Mr.  Fox,  that 
such  an  object  can  be  the  real  cause.  I  doubt,  even  if 
a  war  on  this  pretest  would  be  undertaken  with  the  ap- 
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Probation  of  the  Dutch.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the 
'rencli  themselves  under  their  depraved  old  isystem  ?  The 
eniperor  threatened  to  open  the  Sheldt  in  1786.  Did  the 
French  go  toivar  with  him  instantly  to  prevent  it  ?  No. 
They  opened  a  negociation,  and  prevented  it  by  inter- 
fering \^ith  their  good  offices.  Mr.  Fox  desired  to  put 
it  seriously  to  the  conscience  and  honour  of  gentlemen 
to  say,  if  they  were  not  aiding  the  object  of  republicans 
and  levellers^  if  they  agreed  to  plunge  the  country  head^ 
Idng  into  a  war^  before  due  inquiries  were  made,  and 
all  rational  means  taken  to  obviate  the  effects  which 
were  apprehended  ? 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  by  recommending,  as  tb^  certain 
means  of  appeasing  all  discontents  among  the  people, 
the  removal  of  all  actual  and  acknowledged  grievances ; 
and  deprecated  ihe  indecent  haste  of  committing  them* 
selves  to  assertions  of  an  existing  insurrection,  till  ri. 
gorous  inquiry  should  be  made,  where  it  was  to  be  found. 
He  entreated  parliament  to  avoid  involving  the  people 
in  the  calamity  of  a  war,  without  cooly  reflecting'  on 
its  necessity.  He  moved  an  amendment  on  the  address, 
Svhich  simply  pledged  the  house  for  an  inquiry  into  tho 
fs^cts  stated  in  his  majesty's  speeclu 
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On  the  same  subject. 

Tjcoucax  it  necessary  to  apologize  for  voting  on  this 
occasion  *•  with  those  whos?  measures-he  had  uniformly 
and  conscientiously  reprobated.*'  In  the  year  1784,  on 
the  accession  of  the  present  ministry  to  office,  most  un- 
Cpnstitutjon^  {nes^suras  ha4  been  fidopted^  the  n^qst  uai 
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constitutional  principles  maintained ;  and  the  ministers 
had  pretty  uniformly  adhered  to  the  system  on  which 
they  came  into  power :  nay,  he  was  of  opinion  that  to 
these  proceedings  we  might  ascribe  the  evils  of  our  pre* 
sent  situation.  Notwithstanding  all  this^  he  meant  now 
to  give  a  vote  in  their  favour. 

He  asserted  that  there  were  serious  and  well-founded 
alarms.  Could  a  man  enter  his  own  house,  or  could 
he  walk  into  a  field,  without  observing  this  ?  If  a  man 
confined  himself  in  one  room  of  his  own  house,  he  would* 
know  no  more  of  what  was  going  on  in  another,  than  he 
would  know  of  what  was  going  on  in  another  country.  He 
appealed  to  the  house,  whether  there  was  not  a  general 
alarm  through  the  whole  countr}^  It  was  notorious  that 
there  had  been,  and  was  now,  a  constant  communica- 
tion between  persons  in  Paris  and  persons  in  Londor\* 
The  most  pernicious  pamphlets  were  gratuitously  dis- 
tributcdr  This  was  not  all — they  proceeded  with  the 
solemnity  of  an  oatlf.  (Here  Mr.  Windham  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  cry  of  Prove^  prove  /)— He  said  he  had 
heard  long  ago  the  truth  of  what  he  had  just  stated, 
from  very  unquestionable  authority,— ^n  honourable 
member  of  that  bouse ;  but  ihtfact  was  not  of  much  con^ 
sequence. 

*'The  whole  plan  was  supported  by  a  purse,  which 
he  believed  was  made  up  in  France.  On  putting  these 
works  of  sedition  into  the  hands  of  the  labourer,  they 
olways  told  him  they  were  intended  for  his  instruction. 
He  could  not  see  the  harm  of  preventing  all  endeavours 
to  explain  to  a  poor  illiterate  fellow,  whose  extent  of 
powers  was  but  barely  adequate  to  the  task  of  procuring 
food  for  his  own  subsistence,  points  which  had  divided 
the  opinions  of  the  ablest  writers.  He  saw  no  great  - 
loss  to  society  from  putting  an  end  to  public-house  po- 
litical clubs,  and  ale-house  debates  on  politics  i  in  short, 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  suppressed.  Next 
came  the  question^  Where  will  you  draw  the  line— whom 
will  yon  take  up—and  whom  will  you  suffer  to  pass  by  ? 
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or  shall  no  man  give  his  opinion  upon  the  constitution  ? 
He  said,  this  he  could  not  dietermine ;  but  he  would 
eall  that  treason  in  duodecimo,  which  was  innocent  in 
quarto* 

With  regard  to  the  combined  armies  that  marched 
against  France,  he  believed  their  motives  were  good,  and 
therefore  he  wished  them  success ;  and  so  he  should, 
had  their  motives  been  ever  so  bad.  He  had  been  told 
that  no  country  ought  to  intermeddle  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  another :  this  might  be  true  in  a  limited  sense, 
but  he  could  conceive  many  instances  in  which  it  ought 
to  be  departed  from.  He  Uien  noticed  the  proceedings 
of  the  French  with  respect  to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and 
at  Geneva,  and  observed  that  they  had  entirely  de^nrted 
from  their  fiimous  maxim — '*  That  France  abandoned 
.for  ever  all  ideas  of  foreign  conquest.*'  He  concluded 
by  giving  his  approbation  to  ministers  for  having  called 
tout  the  militia. 

MR,   PITT. 


On  his  Majesttfg  Message  respecting  the  Correspond 
dence  between  Lord  Grenville  and  M.  Chauvelin* 

He  said,  that  amidst  the  many  important  objects  arising 
from  the  message  of  his  majesty,  which  now  came  to  be 
considered,  there  was  one  which  particularly  called  for 
their  attention.  That  attention,  indeed,  could  not  fail 
to  be  separately  directed  to  that  calamitous  event  (the 
death  of  the  French  king),  that  act  of  outrage  to  every 
principle  of  religion,  justice,  and  humanity ;  an  act, 
which  in  this  country,  and  the  whole  of  £urope,  had 
excited  but  one  general  sentiment  of  indignation  and 
abhorrence^  and  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  same  sen- 
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timehts  in  every  civilized  nation,  tt  was  in  all  its  eir^ 
cumstances  so  full  of  grief  and  horror,  that  it  must  be 
a  wish^  in  which  all  united,  to  tear  it,  if  possible,  from 
their  memories,  to  expunge  it  from  the  page  of  history, 
and  remove  it  for  ever  from  the  observation  and  com*, 
ments  (^mankind. 

<<  Excidat  ille  dies  xvo ,  neu  postera'  credattt 

Secula  1  Nos  certe  taceamus,  et  obruta  multa 
Nocte  tegi  nostras  patiamur  crimina  gcntis." 

Such,  he  continued,  were  the  words  applied  by  an 
author  of  their  OMm,  to  an  occasion  (the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew)  which  had  always  been  deemed  the  stand- 
ing reproach  of  the  French  nation,  and  the  horrors  and 
cruelties  of  which  had  only  been  equalled  by  those  atro- 
cious and  sanguinary  proceedings  which  had  been  wit- 
nessed in  some  late  instances.  After  ascribing  the  late 
cruelties  committed  in  France  to  the  new-fangled  princi- 
ples propagated  in  that  nation,  and  passing  great  en^ 
comiums  upon  the  moderate  government  of  England,  he 
began  to  make  some  observations  upon  the  papers  laid 
before  the  house.  He  said  it  would  appear,  from  the 
first  paper,  that  the  system  upon  which  his  majesty  had 
uniformly  acted,  was  founded  on  the  very  principles 
which  had  afterwards  dictated  the  necessity  of  his  enter<> 
ing  upon  hostile  preparations.  **  His  majesty  had  de- 
clined taking  any  part  in  the  internal  government  of 
France,  and  had  made  a  positive  declaration  to  that  ef« 
feet."    A  paper  on  the  table  contained,  on  their  part,  ^> 

a  positive  contract  to  abstain  from  any  of  those  acts  by 
which  they  had  provoked  the  indignation  of  this  country. 
In  this  paper  they  disclaimed  all  views  of  aggrandize- 
ment ;  they  gave  assurances  of  their  good  will  to  neutral  • 
nations ;  they  protested  against  their  entertaining  an 
idea  of  interfering  in  the  government  of  this  country,  or 
making  any  attempts  to  excite  insurrection ;  upon  the 
express  ground  (stated  in  the  paper)  that  such  interfe- 
rence, and  such  attempts,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  law 
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of  nations.  They  had  themselves  bjr  anticipation,  pass« 
ed  sentence  upon  their  own  conduct.  During  the  whole 
summer,  while  France  had  been  engaged  in  the  war 
with  Austria  and  Prussia,  Iiis  majesty  had  in  no  shape 
departed  from  the  neutrality  which  he  had  engaged^to 
observe  ;  nor  did  he,  by  the  smallest  act,  give  any  rea* 
son  to  suspect  his  adherence  to  that  system. 

But  what,  he  would  ask,  was  the  conduct  of  the 
French  ?  They  had  immediately  shewed  how  little  sin- 
cere  they  were  in  their  first  assurances,  by  discovering 
intentions  to  pursue  a  system  of  the  most  unlimited  ag- 
grandizement, if  they  were  not  opposed  and  checked  iu 
their  career.  The  first  instance  of  their  success  in  Savoy 
had  been  sufficient  to  unfold  the  plan  of  their  ambition. 
They  had  immediately  adopted  the  course  to  annex  it 
for  ever  to  their  own  dominions,  and  had  displayed  a 
resolution  to  do  the  same,  wherever  they  should  carry 
their  arms.  That  they  might  not  leave  any  doubt  of 
their  intention,  by  a  formal  decree  they  had  stated  their 
plan  of  overturning  every  government,  and  substituting 
their  own ;  they  thieatened  destruction  to  all  who  should 
not  be  inclined  to  adopt  their  system  of  freedom  :  and, 
by  a  horrid  mockery,  offered  fraternization,  where,  if  it 
was  refused,  they  were  determined  to  employ  force,  and 
to  propagate  their  principles,  where  that  mode  should 
fail,  by  the  mouths  of  their  cannon.  They  tCstablished, 
in  their  instructions,  to  the  commissioners  whom  they 
{Appointed  to  enforce  the  decree  with  respect  to  the 
countries  entered  by  their  armies,  a  standing  revolution- 
ary order  ;  they  instituted  a  system  of  organizing  dis- 
organization. And  what  was  the  reason  which  they  as- 
signed for  all  this  ?  "  The  period  of  freedom,"  said  they, 
•*  must  soon  come ;  we  must  then  endeavour,  by  all 
means  in  our  power,  to  accomplish  it  no^ ;  for  should 
this  freedom  b6  accomplished  by  other  nations,  what 
then  will  become  of  us  ?  Shall  w^hen  be  safe  ?"  They 
had  rendered  the  Netherlands  a  province,  in  substance 
as  well  as  n^mc,  entirely  dependent  on  F^:ancc,     That 
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system  pursued  by  the  Jacobin  societies,  in  concert  with 
their  correspondents,  had  given  a  more .  fatal  blow  to 
liberty,  than  any  which  it  had  ever  suffered  from  the 
boldest  attempts  of  the  most  aspiring  monarch. 

In  the  course  of  his  speech  Mr.  Pitt  openly  granted 
that  the  Dutch  had  made  no  formal  requisition  for  the 
assistance  of  this  country.  He  lead  an  extract  from  a 
letter,  written  by  one  of  the  French  executive  council, 
and  -addressed  to  all  the  friends  of  liberty  in  the  sea* 
ports  ;  ^*  The  king  of  £ngland  and^his  parliament  mean 
to  make  war  against  us.  Will  the  English  repub- 
licans suffer  it?  Already  th^se  free  men  shew  their 
discontent,  and  the  repugnance  which  they  have  to 
bear  arms  against  their  brothers  the  French.  Well, 
we  will  fly  to  their  succour-*^we  will  make  a  desoent 
on  the  island — ^we  will  lodge  there  fifty  thousand  caps 
of  liberty — we  will  plant  there  the  sacred  tree,  and 
we  will  stretch  out  our  arms  to  our  republican  bre- 
thren—^the  tyranny  of  their  government  wiH  soon 
be  destroyed*'*  From  such  circumstances  as  tliese  he 
concluded,  that  the  conduct  and  pretensions  of  the 
French  were  such,  as  were  neither  consistent  with  the 
existence  or  {safety  of  this  country.  In  the  last  paper 
which  had  been  delivered  they  had  given  in  an  ultima* 
tum,  stating,  that  unless  you  accept  such  satisfaction 
^s  they  have  thought  proper  to  give,  they  will  pre* 
pare  for  war.  He  then  moved  the  ad^ss  to  his  ma-« 
]esty,  • 
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LORD  MORNINGTON, 

CAToflr  ^r^tot  ^  fVeUetly.) 

On  /Ac  W^iir  wiVA  France. 


His  lordship  contendedv  that  the  alternative  of  tvar 
and  peace  dia  not  at  present  exist.  Before  we  could  re- 
linquish the  principles  on  which  the  war  commenced^ 
proof  was  necessaiy,  either  that  the  opinions  which  wc 
had  conceived  of  the  views  of  France  were  erroneous — 
that  the  war  was  become  desperate  and  impracticable — 
or  that,  from  some  improvement  in  the  system  and  prin- 
ciples  of  the  French,  the  justice  and  necessity^  which 
prompted  us  to  commence  the  war  no  lon^r  co-operat- 
ed. His  lordship  ascribed  to  France  unlimited  views 
of  aggrandizement ;  ambition  connected  with  principles 
subversive  of  all  regular  government.  In  support  of 
his  opinion,  he  adduced  the  act  of  fraternity,  the  as- 
sumption of  sovereignty  in  Savoy  and  the  Netherlands, 
the  opening  of  the  Scheldt,  and  the  apparent  designs  of 
hostility  againat  Holland.  That  such  were  their  motives, 
his  lordship  contended,  from  the  pamphlet  written  by  M, 
Brissot,  the  conduct  of  the  French  residents  in  America 
and  Constantinople,  and  the  scheme  of  emancipating  and 
arming  the  negroes  in  the  West  Indies.  From  all  th^ 
proofs,  his  lordshi]?  was  fully  convinced  of  the  original 
justice  and  necessity  of  the  war.  The  original  justice 
of  our  cause  had  received  additional  confirmation  from 
subsequent  events. 

With  respect  to  the  inyincibleness  of  the  French,  his 
lordship  compared  the  situation  in  which  we  stood  at 
the  commencement  of  the  campaign  with  the  present 
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time;  and  declared^  that  the  campaign  in  FlanderSi 
**  had  been  productive  of  the  most  considerable  ac(}uisi* 
tions  both  of  territory  and  revenue,'^  which  tins  country 
had  ever  obtained  in  one  year  in  that  quarter*  The 
prospect  abroad  was^  he  thought,  equally  favourable* 
Ilis  loniship  entered  into  a  history  of  the  French  revo^ 
lution  from  the  overthrow  of  the  Brissotine  iactioti)  and 
of  the  internal  state  of  France*  He  detailed  the  atnK 
cities  of  the  French,  and  represented  the  esListing 
government  as  the  utmost  excess  of  tyranny*  He 
then  entered  at  great  length  into  their  S}'i5tem  of 
finance^  which  he  conceived  was  in  the  most  ruinous 
state ;  and  spoke  of  the  abolition  of  religion,  w^ich  had 
certainly  been  much  less  beneficial  to  the  treasury  than 
was  generally  supposed.  His  lordship  proceeded  fur- 
ther to  explain  the  regulations  of  the  French  respecting 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  trade  ;  contrasted  their  si« 
tuation  with  that  of  the  English,  in  the  minds  of  whom 
there  was  a  general  conviction  that  they  are  all  involved 
in  the  issue  of  the  present  contest,  and  a  firm  deter- 
mination to  prosecute  it  with  vigour.  From  all  these 
his  loi^ship  deduced  the  strongest  hopes  of  a .  favourable 
issue  to  the  war. 

The  next  point  to  be  considered  was^  whether  we 
could  secure  ourselves  from  the  inroad  of  the  tyrannical 
systena  of  France  by  any  other  means  than  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  present  exertions.  In  proportion  as^thia 
system  of  tyranny  consumed  the  property  of  France,  it 
must  endeavoar  to  repidrits  disordered  finances  by  foreign 
plunder*  It  must  be  the  immediate  interest  of  a  govern* 
menty  founded  upgn  principles  contrary  to  those  of  sur* 
rounding  nations,  to  propagate  the  doctrines  alM-oad  by 
%vhich  it  subsists  at  home,  and  to  subvert  every  con« 
stitution  which  can  form  a  disadvantaeeous  contrast  to 
its  own  absurdities.  *'  Nothing  (said  he)  can  secure  U9 
against  the  future  tiolence  of  the  French,  but  an  etttc* 
tual  reduction  of  their  present  power*  A  peace  found' 
cd  on  any  other  principles  would  not  only  be  illusory, 

Vol.  II.  56 


4Jt  LORD  MOBMINGTOX.  lA.  D.  tr94. 

but  produce  ttie  teost  frtal  consequences  to  dl  our  most 
valuable  interests.      Nor  would  the  French  treat  with 
us  for  piace,  withbut  the  surrender  of  every  advantage 
ive^had  gained  by  the  war»  and  a  full  recognitioa  of  the 
jsovereignl^  of  the  people ;  we  must  acknowledge  the 
right  of  France  to  the  duchy  of  Savoy,  and  surreuder 
to  her  the  Netherlands  and  the  principality  of  Liege. 
National  honour,    and  a  sense  of  our  immediate  in- 
terest,  forbad  such  a  measure.      After  such  conces- 
sions,  what  further  indignities  might  we  not  expect  ? 
Were  the  French  to  concede  any  of  these  points,  which 
,  his  lordship  thought  improbable,  since  it  had  been  de- 
clared death  to  propose  an  infraction  of  these  prelimi* 
nary  articles,  the  whole  transaction  would,  on  the  first  fa- 
vourable occasion,  be  imputed  as  a  crime  to  those  who 
had  conducted  it;  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty,  com* 
menced  in  open  defiance  of  the  law,  would  be  easily  an- 
nulled ;  and  we  should  discover  too  late  our  fetal  ern^, 
in  having  relaxed  our  efforts^  precisely  at  the  most  cri- 
tical period  of  the  war,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating 
with  a  government  utterly  unable  to  fulfil  its  cngifs^- 
^ents.    His  lordship  did  not  hotirever  conceive,  th^ 
the  French  had  any  desire  to  enter  into  engagements  of 
that  kind  with  us  ;  he  thought  We  had  the  most  reason- 
able prospect  of  ultimate  success;  and  that  not  only 
the  characters,  the  dispositions,  and  the  interests  of  those 
who  exercised  the  powers  of  government  in  France,  but 
the  very  nature  of  that  system  they  had  estabUshed, 
rendered  a  treaty  ^  peace  upon  safe  and  honourabk 
terms  impra^cticable  at  present,  and  consequently  re- 
quired a  vigorous  and  unremitting  prosecuuoii  of  tbe 
war. 
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MR.  SHERIDAN. 


I  have  retained  Ike  compliment  with  which  the  following  speech  is 
prefaced  in  the  report  from  which  it  is  takeny  ^  that  it  was  the 
most  brilliant  reply  that  perhaps  was  ever  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons,"  because  I  am  half  inclined  to  be  of  the  same  opinion. 
The  expression  brUSani  belongs  peculiarly  to  Sheridan's  style  of 
eloijoence.  For  briUiant  fancy*  for  vivacity  of  description,  for 
animation,  for  acuteness,  for  wit,  for  good  sense  and  real  discri* 
irination,  for  seeing  the  question  at  once  just  in  the  right  point 
of  view,  being  neither  perplexed  with  the  sophisms  of  others,  nor 
led  away  by  the  warmth  of  his  own  imagination,  he  was  (I  do 
not  say  he  is)  equal  to  any  of  his  competitors ;  for  he  has  got  none 
left  (except  indeed  Windham,  who  is  however  as  different  a  man 
as  can  l)e).  I  have  made  more  Jiu*  about  some  other  speakers^ 
hut  to  say  the  truth,  he  is  about  as  good  as  the  best  of  them. 
He  was  undoubtedly  the  second  public  man  after  Fox,  both  with 
reqtect  te  talents,  and  firmness  to  his  principles* 


'  Hii  Speech  in  Reply  to  Lord  JHomington. 


T*HB  speech  of  Lord  Momington  drew  from  Mr.  She- 
ridan  the  most  brilliant  reply  that  perhaps  was  ever 
made  in  the  British  house  of  commons.  He  admir- 
ed, he  said,  the  emphasis  of  the  noble  lord,  in  read* 
inghis  voluminous  detracts  from  his  various  French 
documents;  he  admired  too  the  ingenuity  he  had  dis- 
played in  his  observations  on  those  extracts ;  but  most 
of  all  he  admired  that  the  noble  lord  should  have 
taken  up  so  much  time  in  quoting  passages,  of  which 
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jiot  one  in  ten  was  to  the  purpose.    No  part  of  the 
king's  speech,  it  seems,  had  more  fully  met  the  appro- 
bation of  the  noble  lord,  than  that  in  which  he  warned 
us  to  keep  in  sight  the  real  grounds  and  origin  oj  the 
present  war.    For  his  part,  he  knew  not  how  to  keep 
in  sight  what  had  never  been  in  his  view.    The  noble 
lord  however  appeared  to  understand  his  majesty's  al- 
lusion, and  to  recollect  the  means  by  which  we  bad 
l)eeB  brought  into  the  war.     We  had  been  brought  into 
it  by  repeated  declamations  on  all  that  the  phrensy,  the 
folly,  and  rashness  of  individuals  in  France  had  either 
said  or  written,  by  which  the  passions  of  this  country 
«ouid  be  roused,  or  their  fears  excited,  in  order  to  se«- 
cond  the  views  of  those  who  had  determined  to  plunge 
us  into  it  at  all  events.    The  noble  lord  Conceived,  that 
a  repetition  of  the  same  meauQ  which  had  induced  us  to 
commence  hostilities  was  the  best  means  to  persuade  us 
to  continue  them.     Hence  the  farrago  of  the  well  known 
extracts  and  anecdotes  from  the  noble  lord.     But  what 
was  the  sum?   That  enormities  had  been  committed 
Ixi  Francet  which  disgusted  and  siqkened  the  soul.     This 
was  most  true ;  but  what  relation  had  these  to  England? 
And,  if  they  had,  what  did  it  prove  ?    What,  but  that 
eternal  and  unalterable  truths  that  a  long  established 
despotism  so  far  degraded  and  debased  human  nature 
as  to  render  its  subjects,  on  the  first  recovery  of  their 
rights,  unfit  for  the  exercise  of  them?    But  hf  diould 
jplways  meet  with  reprobation  the  inference  from  this 
truth,  that  those  who  had  long  been  slaves  ought  ever 
to  continue  so,    That  we  and  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
]iad  reason  to  dread  the  madness  of  the  French,  Mr. 
Sheridan  agreed ;  but  was  this  difficult  to  be  account- 
ed for  ?    Wild  and  unsettled   as   they    nmst   neccs* 
farily  be  from  the  possession  of  such  power,  the  sur- 
rounding states  had  goaded  them  into  a  paroxysm  of 
Hiadqess,  fury ,  and  desperation.     We  called  them  mon- 
sters, and  hunted  them  as  monsters.    The  cons|Hracy 
f^Pilnitf}  »pd  (he  l)ii)t»}  thrtftta.  of  the  abettors  of  that 
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,plot,  had  to  answer  for  all  the  additional  horrors  that 
had  since  disgraced  humanity.     We  had  covenanted  for 
their  extermination,  and  now  complained  that  they  turned 
upon  us  with  the  fury    that  we  had  inspired.    The 
noUe  lord,   said  he,  after   dwelling   so  long    on  the 
rampMet  of  Brissot,  draws  this  important  conclusion  x 
That  the  government  adopted  by  France  cannot  stand. 
Ii^ee  to  his  conclusion  ;  and  what  remains  but  to  leave 
h  to  the  natural  workings  of  the  discords  it  is  calculated 
to  engender  ?    If  it  will  not  stand  itself,  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  us  to  attack  it.    The  noble  lord  has  attempted 
to  shew  from  his  pamphlet,  that  France  has  not  only 
been  the  ag^essor  in  this  war,  but  that  it  is  still  desirous 
of  continuing  it*    His  quotations  have  however  only 
proved,  that  after  a  short  experience  all  parties  retracted 
their  opinions  and  practices  ;  and  so  &r  from  boasting 
of  having  provoked  a  war  with  England,  the  strongest  re* 
proach  diat  the  different  factions  could  throw  against 
each  other,  was  the  accusation  of  having  been  accessary 
to  involving  the  country  in  a  war  with  the  only  power  in 
Europe,  with  whom  France  was  eager  to  continue  at 
peace.    All  this  was  proved  from  the  quotations  made 
by  the  noble  lord,  and  the  pamphlet  proved  to  a  certain** 
ty,  that  both  parties  were  earnest  to  avoid  a  rupture  with 
England,  and  that  there  are  none  who  may  not  at  this 
moment  be  reasonably  supposed  to  be  inclined  to  put  a 
stop  to  hostilities. 

The  noble  lord,  continued  Mr.  Sheridan,  thinks 
he  has  established  a  great  deal,  in  proving  tliat  all  parties 
in  the  convention  were  fond  of  the  system  of  frater* 
nixing.  The  noble  lord  would  have  been  more  candid 
had  h^  dated  the  origin  of  the  system ;  it  would  not  have 
been  less  fiur  to  have  noticed  that  this  system  has  been 
totally  abandoned.  If  he  refers  to  it  as  a  motive  for 
our  entertaining  a  just  jealoysly  of  them,  he  ought  to  ad« 
nit  their  abandonment  of  it  as  a  ground  for  our  aban- 
doning that  jealously.  If  dieir  professing  such  a  doctrine 
was  »  provocation  to  hostility  on  our  part^  their  retract- 
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ing  it  is  an  opening  to  reconciliation.     From  thetnoment 
they  solemnly  disavowed  all  intention  or  disposition  to 
interfere  in  the  governments  of  other  nations,  why  should 
not  we  have  renounced  any  intention  of  interfering  in 
theirs  ?    But  instead  of  this,  what  has  been  our  conduct  f 
We  continue  to  remind  and  reproach  the  French  with 
their  unjust  and  insolent  conduct  in  respect  to  Brabant 
and  Geneva,  at  the  same  time  that  we  adopt  ourselves,  and 
act  upon,  the    very   princi]iles  they  have  abjured  ;  or 
rather  upon  principles  of  still  more  extravagant  insolence 
and    injustice.     Who  did  not  reprobate  the  folly  and 
profligacy  of  endeavouring  to  force  upon  the  people  of 
Brabant  French  forms,  French  principles,  and  French 
creeds?  of  dragging  them  to  the  tree  of  liberty,  and 
forcing  them  to  dance  round  its  root,  or  to  hang  upon 
its  branches  ?    But  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain,  so  loud  in  the  condemnation  of  such  tryanny 
under  the  mask  of  liberty  f    What  has  been  her  conduct 
to  Genoa  ?  to  Switzerland  ?  to  Tuscany  ?  and,  as  far  as 
she  dared,  to  Denmark  and  to  Sweden  ?  for  her  inso- 
lence has  been  accompanied  by  its    usual  attendant* 
meanness.     Her  injustice  has  been  without  magnanimity. 
She  wished  to  embark  the  world  in  the  confederacy 
against  France,  the  moment  she  thought  proper  to  join 
it :  the  neutrality,  of  which  she  Iierself  boasted  but  a 
month  before,  became  instantly  a  heinous  crime  in  any 
other  state  of  Europe.     And  how  has  she  proceeded  ? 
With   those  that  are  powerful,  and  whose  assistance 
would  have  been  important,  she  has  only  expostulated* 
and  prevaricated ;  but  in  how  little  as  well  as  odious  a 
light  has  she  appeared,  when  threatening  and  insulting 
those  petty  states,  whose  least  obedience  to  her  tyrannic 
mandates  might  bring   great  peril  on  themselves,  and 
whose  utmost  efforts  could  give  but  litde  aid  to  the 
allies  ?  The  noble  lord  has,  with  a  just  indignation, 
execrated  the  cruel  and  perfidious  conduct  of  the  firater. 
sizing  French  to  the  Brabanlers ;  but  will  he  defend  the 
fraternity  of  the  Just  and  mQgnanimous  English  to  the 
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Genoese?  HAve  we  not  adopted  the  very  words  as  weU 
as  spirit  of  democratic  tyranny  ?  We  say  to  the  timid 
helpless  Genoese,  "  You  have  no  right  to  judge  for  your- 
^ves  i  we  know  what  is  best  for  you ;  you  must  and 
sAallj  make  a  common  cause  with  us ;  you  must  adopt 
our  principles,  our  views,  our  hatreds,  and  our  perils  9 
you  must  tremble  at  dangers  which  do  not  threaten  you, 
and  resent  ii^uries  which  have  never  been  ofiered  to 
you ;  you  must  ^hcd  your  republican  blood  in  the  cause 
of  royalty ;  in  short,  you  must  Jratemize  with  us ;  you 
must  be  our  friends^  our  allies.  If  you  hesitate,  we  will 
beat  your  walls  about  your  ears,  slaughter  your  people^ 
and  leave.your  city  in  smoaking  ruins,  an  example  to 
other  petty  states  of  the  magnanimity  of  the  British  arms, 
and  of  the  justice  and  moderation  of  British  coun- 
sels." 

With  respect  to  M.  Gennet*s  unwarrantable  desire  to 
introduce  a  fraternizing  spirit  into  America,  Mr.  Sheridan 
noticed  the  different  conduct  pursued  by  that  nation  and 
the  court  of  London.  Both,  he  said,  had  been  equally 
insulted ;  attempts  had  been  equally  made  to  spread  the 
sentiments  of  the  republic ;  yet 'from  the  difierent  coun- 
sels that  directed  the  two  nations,  America  remained  the 
undismayed,  undegraded,  and  unembarrassed  spectator 
of  the  broils  of  Europe;  while  we  are  engaged  in  a 
struggle  (as  we  had  been  this  day  told  by  ministers)  not 
for  our  glory  and  prosperity,  but  for  our  actual  existence 
as  a  nation. 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  noticed  the  opinion  of  the  noble 
lord,  founded  upon  Brissot*s  pamphlet,  in  which  the  mi- 
nister Monge  is  mentioned  as  having  promised  in  Octo- 
ber, to  have  thirty  ships  of  the  line  at  sea  from  Brest  in 
April,  and  fifty  in  July,  that  the  French  had  always  in« 
tended  to  make  war  against  us.  This,  however,  was 
prevented  by  the  vigorous  measures  of  ministry.  What 
were  these  vigorous  measures  of  a  vigilant  ministry,  that 
defeated  the  equipment  of  fifty  ships  of  the  line  ?  They 
stopped  two  corn  ships  destined  for  France !  But  how 
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cameit  toiNi8bi  if  our  miiiisters  had  this  inteltigeiiee  in 
October,  that  no  naval  preparations  were  commenced 
on  our  part  till  February  ?  The  noble  Ibrd^  still  porsuing 
his  authority,  Brissot,  quotes  that  author ^siecommeoda* 
tion  to  the  Englisb  of  a  pamphlet  of  Condorcet's,  address* 
ed  to  our  parliamentary  reformers,  who  enoourages  us, 
it  seems,  to  proceed,  to  dbregard  numbers,  assuring  us 
(being  well  informed  doubtless  of  our  obj^)  that  **  re* 
volutions  must  always  be  the  work  of  the  minoriQr%  Every 
revolution  is  the  work  of  a  minority.  The  French  revo* 
lution  was  accomplished  by  the  minority !''  Nay,  accords 
ing  to  Brissot,  it  was  the  work  of  not  more  than  twenty 
men !  Such  is  the  exertion  that  arises  from  the  coofi*^ 
dence  of  those  who  look  to  spirit  and  energy  alone  for 
success,  and  not  to  numbers.  If  this  be  true,  con« 
tinued  Mr.  Sheridan,  it  certainly  is  a  most  ominous 
thing  for  the  enemies  of  reform  in  England ;  for  if  it 
holds  true  of  necessity,  that  the  minority^  still  prevails  in 
national  contests,^  it  must  be  a  consequence,  that  the 
smaller  the  minority,  the  more  certain  must  be  the  sue* 
cess.  In  what  a  dreadful  situation  then  must  the  noble 
lord  be,  and  all  the  alarmists  !  for  never^  surely,  was  the 
minority  so  small,  so  thin  in  number,  as  at  present. 
Conscious,  however,  that  M.  Condorcet  was  taiistaken  in 
our  object,  I  am  glad  to  find,  that  we  are  terrible  in  pro^ 
portion  as  we  are  few  j  I  rejoice  that  the  liberality  of 
secession,  which  has  tliinned  our  ranks,  has  only  served 
to  make  us  more  formidable.  The  alarmists  will  hear 
this  with  new  apprehensions ;  they  will,  no  doubt,  re- 
turn  to  us,  with .  a  view  to  diminish  our  force ;  and  en* 
cumber  us  with  their  alliance,  in  order  to  reduce  us  to 
insignificance.  But  what  has  the  nonsense  any  French 
pamphleteer  niay  have  written,  or  the  notions  he  may 
have  formed  of  the  views  of  parties  in  this  country,  to 
do  with  the  question  ;  or  how  can  it  be  gravely  urged  as 
a  proof  of  the  determination  of  the  French  people  to 
attack  us  ? 

Mn  Sheridan^   in  continuation,  contended,  that  the 
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arguments  adduced  by  the  noble  lord>  to  prove  thehos* 
tye  deposition  of  France  towards  this  country,  were  nu- 

Story,  or  worse,  as  they  in  some  instances  proved 
5  direct  contrary.  In  support  of  this  opinion,  he  ap- 
pealed to  fiicts,  to  prove  the  growing  inveteracy  of  our 
ministry,  from  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  to  the  death 
of  the  king,  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz,  the  departure  of  our 
minister  from  Paris,  the  seizure  of  French  property  in 
neutral  vessels,  the  banishing  of  French  subjects,  the  vib- 
lation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  and  the  dismissal  of  the 
ambassador  Notwithstanding  these  provocations^  the 
Freneh  solicited,  expostulated,  sent  another  negociator^ 
and  abstained  from  the  invasion  of  Holland,  when  their 
arms  appeared  irresistible.  Every  fact  declared  that 
we  forced  France  into  the  quarrel.  Which  party  first 
said  the  words,  "  We  are  at  vrar,*'  was  a  trivial  and 
childish  distinction.  Granting  then  this  to  be  a  war 
of  sound  sense,  policy,  and  justice,  still  (said  the  honour^ 
able  gentleman)  it  was  a  war  of  choice  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  from  that  responsibility  the  minister 
nor  can,  nor  shall  disengage  himself. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceeded  to  state,  that  all  the 
prc^essed  objects  for  which  we  had  been  at  war  were  ob* 
tained,  and  that  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  readiness  of 
the  French  to  treat  with  us  upon  the  principle  of  being 
left  to  the  exereiie  of  their  otvn  will  wthin  their  awn 
boundaries.     Let  the  experiment    be  made.     If  they 

{)refer  and  persist  in  war,  then  I  will  ^rant  that  the  noble 
ord  will  have  some  reason  to  maintam,  that  their  minds 
*  were  always  disposed  to  that  measure,  and  that  war  could 
not  have  been  avoided  on  our  part.  But  till  then,  I  am 
astonished  that  the  minister  who  sits  near  the  noble  lord, 
does  not  feel  it  necessary  to  his  own  dignity  to  oppose 
himself  this  paltry  argument  of  the  act  of  aggression 
having  come  from  them,  instead  of  leaving  that  task  to 
us,  to  whom,  comparatively,  the  &9t  is  indifferent. 
When  he  hears  this  called  a  war  of  necessity  and  defence, 
I  wonder  he  does  not  frel  ashamed  of  the  maamnosn 
You  II.  57 
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%vh]ch  it  spreads  over  the  whole  of  his  cause,  and  the 
contradiction  which  it  throws  among  the  greater  part  of 
his  arguments.  Will  he  meet  the  matter  fairly  ?  Will 
he  answer  to  this  one  question  distincdy  ?  If  Fnuice  had 
abstained  from  any  aggression  against  Great  Britain,  and 
her  ally,  Holland,  should  we  have  remained  inactive 
spectators  of  the  last  campaign,  idle,  apart,  and  listening 
to  the  fray ;  and  left  the  contest  to  Austria  and  Prussia, 
and  whatever  allies  they  could  themselves  have  obtained  f 
If  he  says  this,  mark  the  dilemma  into  which  he  brings 
himself,  his  supporters,  and  the  nation.  This  war  is 
called  a  war  unlike  all  other  wars  that  ever  man  was 
engaged  in.  It  is  a  war,  it  seems,  commenced  on  a 
different  principle,  and  carried  on  for  a  different  pur- 
pose, from  all  other  wars  it  is  a  war  i^  which""  the  in- 
terests of  individual  nations  are  absorbed  in  the  wider 
considerations  of  the  interests  of  mankind :  it  is  a  war  in 
whiclji  personal  provocation  is  lost  in  the  outrage  offered 
generally  to  civilized  man  :  it  is  a  war  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  possessions,  the  morals,  and  the  religion 
of  the  world  :  it  is  a  war  for  the  msuntenance  of  human 
order,  and  the  existence  of  human  society.  Does  he 
then  mean  to  say,  that  he  would  have  sat  still,  that 
Great  Britain  would  have  sat  still,  with  arms  ftdded, 
and,  reclined  in  luxurious  ease  on  her  commercial 
couch,  have  remained  an  unconcerned  spectator  of  this 
mighty  conflict,  and  have  left  the  cause  of  civil  order, 
government,  morality,  and  religion,  and  its  God,  to  take 
care  of  itself,  or  to  dwe  its  preservation  to  the  mercenaiy 
exertions  of  German  and  Hungarian  barbarians,  pro- 
vided only  that  France  had  not  implicated  Great  Britam 
by  a  special  offence,  ^nd/orcedus  into  this  cause  of  di- 
vine and  universal  interest  by  the  petty  motive  of  a 
personal  provocation  ?  He  will  not  tell  us  so ;  or,  if  he 
does,  to  answer  the  purposeof  the  hour,  will  he  hold  the 
same  language  to  our  allies  ?  Will  he  speak  thus  to  the 
emperor  ?  Will  he  speak  thus  to  the  king  of  Prussia  ? 
Will  he  tell  them,  that  *we  are  not^olunteers,  in  this 
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eause  ?  that  we  have  no  merit  in  having  entered  into  it  f 
that  we  are  in  confederacy  with  them,  only  to  resent  a 
separate  insult  offered  to  ourselves,'  which  redressed, 
our  zeal  in  the  cause  at  least,  if  not  our  engagements  to 
continue  in  the  alliance  must  cease  ?  Or  if  he  would 
hold  this  language  to  those  powers,  will  he  repeat  it  to 
those  lesser  states  whom  we  are  hourly  drawing  into 
this  perilous  contest,  upon  the  only  plea  by  which  sueh 
an  act  of  tyrannical  compulsion  can  be  attempted  to  be 
palliated,  namely,   that  a  personal  ground  of  complaint 
against  the  French  is  not  necessary  to  their  enmity ;  but 
that,  as  the  league  against  the  people  is  the  cause  of 
human  nature  itself,  every  country  where  human  feelings 
exist  has  already  received  its  provocation  in  the  attroci- 
ties  of  this  common  enemy  of  human  kind  ?  But  why  do 
I  ask  him  whether  he  would  hold  this  languag.?  to  the 
emperor  or  the  king  of  Prussia  ?  The  king  of  Prussia, 
sir,  at  this  moment  tells  you,  even  with  a  menacing  tone, 
that  it  is  your  own  war ;  he  has  demanded  from  you  a 
subsidy  and  a  loan ;  you  have  endeavoured  to  evade  his 
demand,  by  pleading  the  tenor  of  your  treaty  of  defen- 
sive alliance  with  him,  and  that,  as  the  party  attacked, 
you  are  entitled  to  the  whole  of  his  exertions:  he  de- 
nies that  you  are  the  party  atUicked,  though  he  applauds 
the  principles  upon  which  yo^u  are  the  aggressor ;  and  is 
there  another  power  in  Europe  to  whom  our  government 
will  venture  to  refer  the  decision  of  this  question  ?  If  what 
I  now  state  is  not  the  fact,  let  me  see  the  minister  stand 
up,  and  contradict  me.  If  he  cannot,  let  us  no  longer  bear 
that  a  fallacy  should  be  attempted  to  be  imposed  on  the 
people  of  this  country,  which  would  be  treated  with 
scorn  and  indignation  in  every  other  comer  of  Europe. 
From  this  hour,  let  him  either  abandon  the  narrow 
ground  of  this, being  a  war  of  necessity,  entered  into  for 
self-defence,  or  give  up  the  lofty  boast  of  its  being  a  war 
of  princi(^e,  undertaken  for  the  cause  oi  human  nature. 
Mr.  Sheridan  asked,  whether  our  arms  were  likely  to 
produce  til  France  a  government  that  would  give  a  rea* 
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smabfe  ftxf«^toti<m  of  damtioo  and  wearily  to  peaeef 
Nothing  could  prodttoe  this  but  the  refcMoatioii  nd 
union  of  the  nation  of  France:  and  then  they  may  pfe» 
aeribe  their  own  terms ;  we  must  lie  at  their  mercy.  The 
honourable  gentleman  then  asked,  whether,  with  all 
our  boast  of  having  weakened  the  French  in  the  laal 
campaign,  the  allies  were  nearer  to  the  object  they  had 
in  view  than  tliey  were  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  ?    Our  first  expectations  were  founded  upon  the 
great  body  of  French  royalists,  who  were  now  destroyed 
and  annihilated.    Our  second  hope  was  derived  firom 
the  two  contending  factions  in  France.    But  what  has 
happened  ?    To  the  astonishment  of  the  world,   the 
weaker  of  these  factions  has  not  only  extinguished  tlie 
otlier,  but  the  conquering  party  appear  firom  that  mo. 
ment  to  have  possessed  notoidy  more  powers,  more 
energy,  and  more  ccmfidence,  than  any  of  their  predeces* 
hors,  but  even  a  vigour  and  ifascination  of  influence,  un. 
paralleled  in  the  history  of  mankind.    We  were  told 
also,that  the  system  of  disgusting  and  cashiering  all  the 
old  experienced  officers  must  create  insubordination  and 
jnutiny  in  the  army,  bring  down  the  vengeance  of  the 
soldiers  upon  the  convention,  and  establish  a  militaiy 
tyranny.     Yet  the  reverse  was  the  fact  i  notwithstand- 
ing repeated  provocation,  there  was  scarcely  an  instance 
of  military  revolt  against  any  of  the  decrees.  The  means 
of  supporting  these  armies,  we  were  told  could  not  last 
half  the  campaign ;  but  the  fact  flady  contradicted  the  ex* 
pectation.    Thus  disappointed  in  our  negative  resources, 
let  us  endeavour  to  find  a  compensation  in  the  in- 
creased  strengih  and  spirit  of  the  grand  alliance.    What 
was  the  state  of  the  allies  when  we  entered  into  the  con- 
federacy ?  The  force  of  Austria  unbroken,  though  com- 
pelled to  abandon  Brabant,  and  the  power  of  the  vele. 
ran  troops  of  Prussia  absolutely  untried,  though  the 
seasons  and  disease  had  induced  them  to  retire  from 
Champagne,     What  is  their  state  now?    Defeat  has 
thinned  their  raqks,  and  di^race  hi^  broken  their  spu 
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rii«    Tfaef  biive  bee&^iyeoiicit»|ithe  Bhoieby  FreQch 
recruU$y  like  sheep  before  a  licm's  wfaelp,  and  that  not 
after  the  mishap  oS  a  fiingle  great  aecioo  lost,  but  after 
a  succession  of  hloodjr  contest  of  unprecedinued  furf 
and  obstioacjr.    Where  now  is  the  scieQtific  con&dence 
with  which  we  were  taught  to  regard  the  efforts  of  dis- 
cipline aad  experience,  when  opposed  to  an  ontraioed 
jnultitttde  and  unpractised  generals  ?    The  jargon  ef  pro* 
fessional  pedantry  is  mute,  and  the  plain  sense  of  man  is 
left  to  its  own  course.    But  have  the  efforts  of  our  other 
allies  made  amends  for  the  misfortunes  of  these  two  prin- 
cipals in  the  confederacy  ?    Have  the  valor  and  activity 
Qf  the  Dutch  by  land  and  sea  exceeded  our  expectations  ? 
Has  the  Portuguese  squadron  lessened  the  extent  and 
lightened  the  expenceof  our  naval  exertions?    Have 
the  Italian  states  whom  we  have  bribed  or  bullied  into 
our  cause,  made  any  sensible  impression  upon  the  com- 
mon  enemy  ?    Has  our  great  ally  the  empress  of  Russia 
contributed  hitherto  any  diing  to  the  common  cause,  ex- 
cept her  praises  and  her  prayers  ?    Are  all  or  any  of 
them  in  better  spirits  to  act,  or  fuller  of  resource  to  act 
effectually,  than  they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  campaign  ?     But  let  me  (said  he)  throw  all  these 
considerations  aside,  each  one  of  which,  however,  would 
singly  outweigh  the  whole  of  the  advantages  placed  in 
the  opposite  scale  as  gained  by  the  allies,  and  let  me 
ask,  is  it  nothing  that  the  great  and  momentous  expe- 
riment has  been  made,  and  that  a  single  nation,  roused 
by  a  new  and  animating  energy,  and  defending  what 
they  conceive  to  be  their  liberty,  has  proved  itself  to  be 
a  match  for  the  enmity  and  the  arms  of  the  world  ?    Is 
the  pride  which  success  in  such  a  conflict  has  given  to 
the  individual  heart  of  every  man  who  has  shared  in  it 
to  be  estimated  as  nothing  ?    Are  the  triumphs  and  re- 
wards  which  the  politic  prodigality  of  thek  government 
heaps  on  the  meanest  of  the  ranks  who  suffer  or  distin- 
guish themselves  in  their  battles,  fruitless  and  of  no  ef* 
feet  ?    Or,  finally,  are  we  to  hold  as  a  matter  of  slight 
consideration,  the  daring  and  enthusiastic  spirit,  soli* 
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eitous  of  danger,  and  fearless  of  death,  which  gradually 
was  kindled  by  all  these circamstances,  but  which  has  now 
'spread  with  electrical  rapidity  among  such  a  race  of  peo- 
ple, so  placed,  so  provided,  and  so  provoked  ?  Be  he  who 
lie  may  that  has  reflected  on  all  these  circumstances^ 
either  singly  or  in  the  aggregate,  and  shall  still  say  that 
the  allies  are  at  this  moment  nearer  the  attainment  of  their 
professed  object  than  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
campaign,  I  say  that  man's  mind  is  either  clouded  by 
passiofi,  or  corrupted  by  interest,  or  his  intellects  were 
never  straighdy  framed. 

In  corroboration  of  his  general  position,  the  noble 
lord  next  details  to  us  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
either  neglected  or  oppressed  their  commerce.     I  have 
no  dbubt  but  that  all  he  has  stated  on  this  subject  is  true, 
and  that  they  have  done  it  possibly  upon    system.     I 
should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  some  distinguished 
6enat6r  in  that  country,  with  a  mind  at  once  heated  and 
contracted  by  brooding  over  one  topic  of  alarm,  had 
started  up  in  the  convention,  and  exclaimed,   ^*  Perish 
our  commerce,  live  our  constitution !"  nor  more  should 
I  be  surprised  to  learn,  that  the  mass  of  the  pec^le,  bow- 
ing to  his  authority,  or  worked  on  by  fictitious  alarms 
and  fabricated  rumours  of  plots,  seditions,  and  insur- 
rections,  should  have  improved  upon  this  patriotic  ex- 
hortation,  and,  agreeing  that  their  constitution  was  cer- 
tainly  to  be  preferred  to  their  t:ommerce,  should  have 
conceived  that  they  could  not  thoroughly  shew  the  fer- 
vour  of  their  zeal  for  the  former,  so  wdl  as  by  an  un- 
necessary  sacrifice  of  the  latter.     Whether  the  hint  of 
this  notable  axiom  was  taken  from  the  expressions  of  any 
enlightened  member  of  our  own  commercial  senate,  or 
whether  it  was  imported  into  this  house  from  France,  is 
what  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  decide.     The  only  re« 
6ult  worth  our  consideration  is,  that  however  their  ne- 
gleet  of  commerce  may  have  abridged  them  of  the  lux* 
uries  and  even  comforts  «of  life,  it  has  not  hitherto  cur* 
tailed  them  in  the  means  of  military  preparation^  or 
slacL^ned  the  sinews  of  war« 
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The  hbnoonble  gentleman  then  proceed  to  mcntien 
what  he  thought  an  unfair  statement  of  the  noble  lord 
respecting  the  levies  made  in  France  for  the  suppcvt  of 
the  war,  and  contended  that  they  were  only  intended  to. 
answer  present  purposes,  and  to  subside  as  soon  as  a 
peace  should  take  place. 

The  noble  lord)  said  Mr.  Sheridan,  not  conteirt. 
with  the  unfairness  <^  overlookii^  all  the  circumstancea 
which  imperious  necessity  must  inevitably  impose  upon, 
a  country  circumstanced  as  France  is,  thinks  it  fair  and 
candid  to  contrast  the  proceedings  of  their  convention. 
on  the  subject  of  supply  and  finance  with  the  proceed*^ 
ings  of  the  British  minister,  and  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment !  fFif  it  seems,  assist  commerce  instead  of  op-, 
pressing  it.  fTe  lend  the  credit  of  the  public  excheqiier^ 
to  our  private  merchants  ;  and  for  the  means  of  carrying: 
on  the  war,  not  even  voluntary  contributions  .are  ex« 
pected,  unless  it  be  in  little  female  keep-sakes  for  the 
army,  of  gloves,  mittens,  night-caps,  and  under  waist-, 
coats.  Certainly  the  contrast  between  the  French 
means  of  supply  and  ours  b  obvious,  and  long  may  it 
continue  so  i  But  the  noUe  lord  pursues  his  triumph 
on  this  subject  too  far.  Not  content  with  simply  al« 
luding  to  it,  which  one  would  have  imagined  would  have 
answered  all  his  purposes,  he  endeavours  to  impress  it 
more  forcibly  on  our  minds,  by  making  a  regular  speech 
for  our  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  exultingly  de- 
manding what  we  should  say,  if  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  were  to  con^  down  and  propose  to-the 
British  parliament  such  ways  and  means  as  the  minister 
of  finance  in  France  is  compelled  to  resort  to  ?  What 
should  we  think  if  he  were  to  rise  and  propose,  that  all 
persons  who  had  money  or  property  in  an  unproductive 
state  should  lend  it  without  interest  to  the  public  ?  If 
he  were  to  propose,  that  ail  who  had  saved  incomes 
from  the  bounty  of  the  state  should  refund  what  they  had 
received  ?  What,  finally,  if  all  persons  possessing  for- 
tunes of  any  size  were  called  upon  to  give  up  the  wholQ 
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during  tte  vmty  or  re^eire  to  themselves  otify  die  means 
of  subsistence,  or  at  the  utmost,  180  pounds  a  year? 
Upon  my  word,  sir,  I  agree  with  the  noble  lord,  that  if 
his  right  honourable  friend  were  to  come  down  to  us  with 
any  such  i»x»K)6ition>  he  ^ould  not  long  retsun  his  preseat 
^tuation.  And  with  such  a  consequence  inevitable,  he 
need  not  remind  us,  that  there  is  no  great  danger  of  our 
<dianoellor  of  the  excheqpier  making  any  such  experiment, 
any  more  than  of  the  most  zealous  supporters  of  the  war 
in  this  country  vying  in  their  contributioiis  with  thtf 
abettors  of  republicanism  in  that.  I  can  mwe  easily 
&ncy  another  sort  of  speech  for  our  (M'udent  minister.  I 
can  more  easily  eonceive  him  modesdy  comparing  himself 
and  his  own  measures  with  the  character  and  conduct 
of  his  rival,  and  saying,  ^*  Do  I  demand  of  you,  weahfay 
Citizens,  to  lend  your  hoitfds  to  government  without 
interest  ?  On  the  contrary,  when>  I  shall  come  to-  pro*-^ 
pose  a  loan,  not  a  man  of  you  to  whom  I  shall  not  hold 
out  at  least  a  job  in  ev&ry  part  of  the  subscription^  and 
an  usurious  profit  upon  every  pouhd  you  devote  to  the 
necessities  of  your  country.  Do  I  demand  of  you  my 
fellow  placemen  and  brother  pensioners,  that  you  should 
sacrifice  any  part  of  your  stipends  to  the  public  exigency? 
On  the  contrary,  am  I  not  daily  increasing  your  emolu- 
ments  and  your  numbers  in  proportion  as  the  country 
becomes  unable  to  provide  for  you  ?  Do  I  require  of 
you,  my  latest  and  most  zealous  proselytes,  of  you  who 
have  come  over  to  me  for  the  special  purpose  of  support* 
ing  the  war^-^^a  war  on  the  success  of  which  you  solemn- 
ly protest,  that  the  salvation  of  Britain,  and  of  civil  so- 
ciety  itself,  depends — ^Do  I  require  you,  diat  you  should 
make  a  temporary  sacrifice  in  the  cause  of  hum^  nature, 
of  the  greater  part  of  jrour  private  incomes  ?  No,  gen- 
tlemen, I  scorn  to  take  advantage  of  the  eagerness  of 
your  zeal ;  and  ta  prove  that  I  think  the  sinceri^  of 
your  zeal  and  attachment  to  me  needs  no  such  test*  I 
will  make  your  interest  co-operate  with  your  principle  ; 
1  will  quarter  many  of  you  on  the  public  supply,  instead 
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of  caning  on  you  to.  contribute  to  it;  and  while  their 
whole  thoughts  are  absorbed  in  patriotic  apprehensions 
for  their  country,  I  will  dexterously  force  upon  others 
the  bvottfite  objects  of  the  vanity  or  ambition  of  their 
fives." 

After  inveighing  with  much  irony  and  at  much  length 
against  the  minister,  and  the  deserters  of  his  own  party, 
Mr.  Sheridan  entered  into  the  question  so  frequently 
urged,  **  With  whom  shall  we  treat  V*  and  answered^ 
^  With  those  who  have  the  power  of  the  French  govern- 
ment in  their  hands."  I  never  will  disdain,  said  he,  to 
treat  with  those  on  Mhom  I  make  war;  and  surely 
no  wise  nation  ought  to  persevere  in  the  idle  disdain  of  a 
negociation  with  those  that  are  a  match  for  them  in 
war. 

Mr.  Sheridan  entered  into  a  detail  of  all  the  proceed- ' 
iiigs  of  the  campaign,  to  shew  that  government  had*nol 
displayed  a  single  exertion  becoming  the  dignity  of  the 
nation,  or  calcoiated  to  accomplish  tfus  object  of  the  war. 
He  detailed  several  instances  of  apparent  mismanage- 
ment, and  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed  his  constituents  to 
incjuire  into  our  own  object  in  the  war,  and  those  of  our 
allies,  who  evidently  had  objects  very  different  from 
what  thb  country  could  be  supposed  to  entertain* 
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Ihajt  hitherto  deferred  giving  any  opinion  on  the  talents  of  emi- 
nent  spealcers,  till  I  could  present  the  reader  with  somettaiDg  that 
might  justify  the  encomiuma  passed  upon  them  t  aa  the  foUowuigis 
one  of  the  most  memorable  of  Mr.  Fox's  speeches,  I  shall  prefix  to  it  a 
sort  of  character^  the  best  I  can  give,  of  this  celebrated  man.     I  shall 
.    begin  with  observing  generally,  £at  he  excelled  all  his  cotemporaries 
in  ihe  extent  of  iiis  knowledge,  in  the  clearness  and  distinctness  of 
his  views,  in  quickness  of  af^rehenttop!,  in  plain,  practical  com* 
mon  sense,  in  the  full,  strong/ and  absolute  posaeasioQ  of  his  sub- 
ject.    A  measure  was  no  sooner  proposed,  but  he  seemed  to  have  an 
mstantaneous  and  intuitive  perception  of  all  it^  vaiious  bearings  and 
consequences ;  of  the  manner  in  which  it  would  operate  on  the  difl^r* 
ent  chLsaes  of  sodety,  en  commerce  or  agriculture,  on  our  domestic  or 
foreign  policy  ;  of  the  difficulties  attending  its  execution  ;  in  a  word,  of 
all  its  practical  residta,  and  the  comparative  advanti^s  to  be  gained 
cither  by  adopting  or  rejecting  it    He   was  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  interests  of  the  different  parts  of  the  community,  with  the 
.  minute  and  complicated  details  of  political  economy  with  our  ex- 
ternal relations,  with  the  views,  the  resouit^ea,  and  the  maxima  of 
other  states.    He  was  master  of  ail  those  iacts  and  circumstances 
which  it  was.  necessary  to  know  in  order  to  judge  feirly  and  deter- 
mine wisely  ;  and  he  knew  theni  not  loosely  or  hghtly,  out  in  num* 
ber,  weight,  and  measure*    He  had  also  stored  his  memory  by  read* 
ing  and  general  study,  and  Improved  his  understanding  by  the  lamp  of 
history.    He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of 
the  best  authors,  with  the  maxims  of  the  most  profound  politicians^ 
with  the  causes  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  states,  with  the  general  pa&uons 
of  men,  with  the  characters  of  different  natk>ns,  and  the  laws  and  omi- 
stitution  of  his  own  country.    He  was  a  man  of  a  large,  capacious, 
powerful,  and  highly  cultivated  intellect.    No  man  could  know  more 
than  he  knew  ;  no  man's  knowledge  could  be  more  sound,  more 
pl&in  and  useful ;  no  man's  knowledge  could  lie  in  more  connected  and 
tangible  masses  ;  no  man  could  be  more  perfectiy  master  of  his  ideas, 
could  reason  upon  them  more  closely,  or  decide  upon  thein  more  im- 
partially.   His  mind  was  full,  even  to  overflowing.    He  was^o  ha* 
bitualiy  conversant  with  the  most  intricate  and  comprehensire  trains 
ef  thought,  or  such  was  tiie  natural  vigour  and  exubemnce  of  his 
mind,  that  he  seemed  to  recal  them  without  any  effort.    His  ideas 
quarrelled  for  utterance.    Instead  of  ever  being  at  a  lossYor  them,  he 
was  obliged  rather  to  repress  and  rein  them  in,  lest  they  should  over- 
whelm and  confound,  instead  of  informing  the  understandings  of  hb 
hearers* 

If  to  this  we  add  the  ardour  and  natural  impetuosity  of  his  mind}  his 
quick  acnaUulity)  hb  eagtmess  in  the  defence  of  truth,  aad  hk  imps* 
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tience  of  ^rery  thbg  that  looked  like  trick  or  artifice  or  afTectatioo; 
ive  shall  be  able  in  some  measure  to  accpunt  for  the  character  of  his 
eloquence.  His  thoughts  came  crowding  in  too  fast  for  the  slow  and 
inechanical  process  of  speech.  What  he  saw  in  an  instant,  he  could 
only  express  imperfectly,  word  by  word,  and  sentence  after  sentence. 
He  would,  if  he  could,  ^  have  bared  his  swellbg  heart,*'  and  laid 
open  at  once  the  rich  treasures  of  knowledge  with  which  his  bosom 
was  fraught.  It  is  no  wonder  that  this  difference  between  the  rapidity 
of  his  feelings,  and  the  formal  round-about  method  of  communicating 
them,  should  produce  some  disorder  in  his  frame  ;  that  the  throng  of 
his  ideas  should  try  to  overleap  the  narrow  boundaries  which  con- 
fined them,  and  tumultuously  break  down  their  priscm -doors,  instead 
6f  waiting  to  be  let  out  one  by  one,  and  following  patiently  at  due  in- 
tervals and  with  mock  dignity,  like  poor  dependents,  in  the  train  of 
words  &^— that  he  should  express  himself  in  hurried  sentences,  in  invo- 
luntary exclamations,  by  vehement  gestures,  by  sudden  starts  and 
bursts  of  passion*  Every  thing  shewed  the  agitation  of  his  nund* 
His  tongue  faltered,  his  voice  became  almost  suffocated,  and  his  faee 
was  bathed  in  tears.  He  was  lost  in  the  magnitude  of  his  subject. 
He  reeled  and  staggered  under  the  load  of  feelmg  which  oppressed 
him.  He  rolled  like  the  sea  beaten  by  a  tempest*.  Whoever,  hav- 
ing the  feelings  of  a  man,  compared  him  at  these  times  with  his 
boasted  rivalr— his  stiff,  strsdght,  upright  figure,  his  gradual  contor- 
tions, turning  roimd  as  if  moved  by  a  pivot,  his  solemn  pauses,  hid 
deep  tones,  ♦<  whose  sound  reverbed  their  own  hollowness,*'  must 
have  said.  This  is  a  man  ;  that  is  an  automatonf.  If  Fox  had  wanted 

•  See  an  excellent  character  of  Pox  by  a  celebrated  and  admirable 
writer,  which  appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  November,  1806, 
from  which  this  passage  is  taken  as  nearly  as  I  could  recollect  it. 

t  I  ought  to  beg  pai^on  of  the  polite  reader  for  thus  rudely  conU^- 
ing  these  two  celebrated  men  and  leaders  of  parties  together.  It  has  of 
late  become  more  fashionable  to  consider  them  in  the  light  of  the 
United  Friends.  But  as  I  am  no  sign-painter,  I  hope  I  mav  be  ex- 
cused for  not  adhering  exactly  to  the  costume  of  the  times.  This  agree- 
able idea  might  however,  if  skilfully  executed,  be  improved  into  a  very 
appropriate  sign  for  the  tap-room  of  the  house  of  commons.  My  Lord 
Howick  the  other  day  drew  a  pleasing  picture  of  them  Mhaking  hawU 
in  Rhfsium,  It  must  be  owned  that  this  is  pretty  and  poetical.  Happy, 
well  assorted  pair  !  Methinks  I  see  you,  bowing  to  one  another,  with 
repeated  assurances  of  friendship  and  esteem,  but  half  believed,  just 
Bke— lord  Grenville  and  lord  Howick  in  the  Park  !  This  was  probably 
what  his  lordship  had  in  his  mind  at  the  time  :  but  as  our  y(mng  orators 
generally  lov^  to  shew  that  they  have  rtad  the  olassics,  so  perhaps  his 
lordship  was  willing  to  shew  that  he  had  not  forgot  them.  It  is  pleasing 
to  see  great  men  sweetening  the  cares  of  state  with  the  flowers  of  po* 
etical  allusion  ;  condescending  to  turn  with  a  benign  countenance  from 
the  serious  realities^of  life^  to  the  fighter  scenes  oifable  and  imnaUce  ; 


ASM  MRiFOX.  fA^lKinM^ 

-grace  he  wedd  Imve  bad  it ;  bot  it  was  not  &e  character  of  hia  ndadt 
nor  would  it  have  suited  with  the  style  of  his  eloquence*  It  was  PitA 
object  to  smooth  over  the  abruptness  and  intricacies  of  lua  argumem 
by  the  gracefiilness  of  his  manner,  and  to  fix  the  attention  of  his  bear* 
ers  on  &e  pomp  and  sound  of  his  words.  LiQfd  Chatham  always  strove 
to  command  othcn ;  he  did  not  try  to  convince  tbem^  but  to  ovecpower 
their  understandings  by  the  greater  strength  and  vehemence  of  hb 
own ;  to  awe  them  by  a  sense  of  personal  superl6rity ;  and  he  there* 
fore  was  obliged  to  assume  a  loily  and  digmfied  mknner*  It  was  to 
him  they  bowed,  not  to  truth ;  and  whatever  related  to  fdmtclf^  most 
therefore  have  a  tendency  to  inspire  respect  and  adnuration.  Indeed* 
he  would  never  have  attempted  to  gain  that  ascendant  over  tnen^s 
minds  that  he  did,  if  either  his  mind  or  body  had  been  different  fitrai 
what  they  were  ;  if  his  temper  had  not  urged  him  to  control  andcom* 
mahd  Dthers,  or  if  his  personal  advantages  had  not  enabled  him  to 
secure  that  kind  of  authority  which  he  coveted.  But  it  would  have 
been  ri^culous  in  Fox  to  have  affected  either  the  smooth  plansitnlity« 
the  stately  grayity  of  the  one,  or  the  proud,  domineering,  imposing 
dignity  of  the  other ;  or  even  if  he  could  have  succeeded,  it  would  only 
haveinjuredthe  effect  of  hisspeeches.*  What  hehadtor^ly  onwaathe 

stiU  w^der^ng,  (9s  in  their  boyish  dajrs)  with  Dido  and  i&neaa,  and 
taking  an  imaginary  trip  from  Downing  street  to  the  Elyuan  Fieldsv 
and  fit)m  the  Elysian  Fields  back  again !  After  all,  I  do  not  know  that 
|t  woi)ld  b^  ony  disgrace  to  Mr.  Yo%  to  associate  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  tho 
other^  world,  if  we  recollect  the  company  he  kept  in  this.  Lord 
}I.  I  belieyf:,  on  the  same  occasiont  quoted  Dryden,  and  oon- 
pared  the  late  duke  of  Brunswick  to  Darius.  Really,  his  loid* 
ship's  researches  in  poetry  ate  astoqishing ;  tbe^  are  almost  as  ex« 
tensive  and  profound  as  his  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  Europe^  or  of 
the  fate  of  battles  !  There  is  some  excuse,  however,  for  this  last  men- 
tioned quotation,  as  though  the  passage  quoted  waa  by  no  means 
new  in  itself,  yet  the  particular  application  pf  it  most  certainly  have 
been  very  new  to  his  lordship'^  mind,  and  one  which  tbepofaiic 
might  not  have  bepn  disposed  to  give  him  credit  for  without  some 
positive  evidence.  To  complete  tl»e  solemnity  of  the  scene,  nothing 
more  was  wanting  b|it  for  the  whole  hpuse  to  haye  joined  chorus  in 
this  affecting  and  well  kup>ni  specimen  of  elegiac  sadness,  particular* 
ly  as  it  had  been  already  set  to  mu^P^ope  would  suppose  tor  this  ve* 
ry  purpose.  > 

•  There  |s  an  admirable,  judicious,  and  truly  usefiil  remark  in  the 
preface  to  Spenser,  (not  by  Dr.  Johnson,  for  he  left  Spenser  out  of 
his  poets,  but  by  one  Upton,)  that  the  question  was  not  whether  a 
better  poem  might  not  have  hieen  written  pn  a  different  plan, but  whc- 
ther  Spenser  would  haye  written  a  better  one  on  a  different  plan.  I 
wish  to  apply  this  to  Fox's  ungainly  manner.  I  do  not  mean  to  say^ 
that  his  m^ner  was  the  best  possible,  (for  that  would  be  to  say  that 
\^  was  the  greatest  nu^  conceivable,)  but  that  it  was  the  beat  for  hinii 
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iCrongtli«  the  solidity  of  his  ideas,  his  complete  and  thorough  know* 
ledge  of  his  subject.  It  was  his  business  therefore  to  fix  the  attentioQ' 
of  his  hearers,  not  on  himself,  but  on  his  subject ;  (o  rivet  it  there,  tp 
hurry  it  on  from  words  to  things ;  the  only  circumstance  of  which  they 
required  to  be  convinced  with  respect  to  himself  was  the  sincerity 
of  his  opinions ;  and  this  would  be  best  done  by  the  eamestnessof  his 
manner,  by  giving  a  loose  to  his  feelings,  and  by  shewing  the  most 
^rfect  forgetfulness  of  himself,  and  of  what  others  thought  of  himy 
The  moment  a  man  shews  you  rither  by  affected  words  or  looks  or 
gestures,  that  he  is  thinking  of  himself,  and  youi  that  he  is  trying  either 
to  please  or  terrify  you  into  compliance,  there  ih  an  end  at  once  to  that 
kind  of  elqquenoe  which  owes  its  effect  to  the  force  of  truth,  and  to  your 
confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the  speaker.  It  was  however  to  the  confi- 
dence inspired  by  the  earnestness  and  simplicity  of  his  manner,  that 
Fox  was  indebted  for  more  than  half  the  effect  of  his  speeches*  Somo 
others  (as  Lord  Lansdown  for  instance)  mi^ht  possess  nearly  as  mucli 
Information,  as  exact  a  knowledge  of  the  situation  and  interests  of  the 
country ;  but  they  wanted  that  zeal,  that  animatioUf  that  enthusiasm^ 
that  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  which  removes  all 
doubt  or  suspicion  from  the  nunds  of  the  hearers,  and  communicates. 
its  own  warmth  to  every  breast.    We  may  convince  by  argument 
alone  ;  but  it  is  by  the  interest  we  discover  in  the  success  of  our  rea- 
sonings, that  we  persuade  others  to  feel  and  act  with  us.     There  are 
two  circumstances  which  Fox's  speeches  and  Lord  Chatham's  had  in 
common :  they  are  alike  distinguished  by  a  kind  of  plain  downright 
common  sense,  and  by  the  vehemence  of  their  manner.    But  still 
there  is  a  ^reat  difference  between  them  in  both  these  respects.    Fox 
in  his  opinions  was  governed  by  facts— ^Chatham  was  more  influenced 
by  the  feelings  of  odiers  respecting  those  facts.  Fox  endeavoured  to 
find  out  what  the  consequences  of  any  measufe  would  be  ;  Chatham 
attended  only  to  what  people  would  think  of  it*    Fox  appealed  to  the 
|»racdcal  reason  of  mankind  ;  Chatham  to  popular  prejudice.    The 
ane  repeDed  the  encroachments  of  power  by  supplying  his  hearers  with 
arguments  against  it ;  the  other  by  rousing  their  passions  and  arming 
their  resentment  againstthose  who  would  rob  them  of  their  birthright* 
Their  vehemence  and  impetuosity  arose  also  from  very  different  feel- 
ings.   In  Chatham  it  was  pride,  passion,  self-will,  impatience  of  con- 
troll  a  determination  to  have  liis  own  way,  to  carry  every  thing  be- 
fore him*  ;  in  Fox  it  was  pure  good  nature,  a  sincere  love  of  truth,  an 
ardent  attachment  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  right ;  an  anxious  con- 
<:em  for  the  wel&re  and  liberties  of  mankind.    Or  if  we  suppose  that 
ambition  liad  taken  a  strong  hold  on  both  their  minds,  yet  their  am- 
otion was  of  a  very  different  kind :  in  the  one  it  was  the  love  of 

*  This  may  seem  to  contradict  what  I  have  before  said  of  Chatham— 
that  he  spoke  like  a  man  who  was  discharging  a  duty.  Sec  but  I  there 
^  apoke  of  the  tone  he  assumed,  or  his  immediate  feelings  at  the  tiisei  ra« 
^c.  than  of  the  real  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated. 
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fower,  in  the  other  k  was  the  lore  of  frme.  Nodiiiig  csb  ie  warn 
opposite  than  these  two  principle^  both  in  thmr  origfai  and  leu* 
Ancy.  '  The  one  originates  in  a  selfish,  haughtyi  donuneeiia^apirit ; 
the  other  b  a  social  uid  generous  sensibility,  desirous  of  the  love  and 
esteem  of  others,  and  anxiously  bent  upon  gaining  merited  applanse. 
The  one  g^rasps  at  immediate  power  l^  any  means  withio  its  reach  ; 
tiie  other,  if  it  does  not  square  its  actions  by  the  rules  of  virtue,  at  least 
refers  them  to  a  standard  which  comes  the  nearest  to  i^— the  ^fiaiste* 
rested  applause  of  our  country,  and  the  enlightened  judgment  of  poste- 
rity. The  love  of  fame  is  consistent  with  the  steaAest  attachment  is 
pnnciple,  and  indeed  strengthens  and  supports  it ;  whereas  the  love 
of  power,  where  this  is  the  ruling  passion,  requires  the  sacrlfioe  of 

J>rinciple  at  every  turn,  and  is  inconsistent  even  with  the  shadow  of 
t.    I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Fox  had  no  love  of  power^  or 
Chatham  no  love  of  fame,  (this  would  be  reversing  all  we  know  of 
buman  nature,)  but  that  the  one  principle  predominated  in  the  one« 
and  the  other  in  the  other.  My  reader  will  (k>  me  great  mjustice  if  he 
supposes  that  in  attempting  to  describe  the  diaractersof  ififierast 
speakers  by  contrasting  their  general  qualities,  I  mean  any  thing  be* 
yond  the  Tnore  or  leaa:  but  it  is  necessary  to  describe  those  qnalilieB 
simply  and  in  the  abstract,  in  order  to  make  the  distim^iOB  iatriU- 
gible.  Chatham  resented  any  attack  made  upon  the  cause  of  libeityy  of 
which  he  was  the  avowed  champion,  as  an  indignity  offcted  U>  hims^C. 
,  rox  felt  it  as  a  stain  upon  the  lionoue^f  his  country,  and  as  an  injuiy 
to  the  rights  of  his  fellow  citizens.    The  one  was  swayed  by  his  own 
passions  and  purposes,  with  very  little  regard  to  the  consequences ; 
the  senubility  of  the  other  was  roused,  and  his  pasdons  kindled  into  a 
generous  flame,  by  a  real  interest  in  whatever  related  to  the  welfare  of 
mankind,  and  by  an  intense  and  earnest  contemplation  of  the  conse* 
quences  of  the  measures  he  opposed.    It  was  this  union  of  the  seal  of 
the  patriot  with  the  enlightened  knowledge  of  die  statesman,  that 
gave  to  the  eloquence  of  Fox  its  more  than  mortal  energy ;  that 
warmed,  expanded,  penetrated  every  bosora»    He  relied  on  the 
force  of  truth  and  nature  alone :  the  refinements  of  phiiosophy,  die 
pomp  and  pageantry  of  the  imagination  were  forgotten,  or  seemed 
^    light  and  frivolous  ;  the  &te  of  nations,  the  welfiue  of  millions,  hung 
suspended  as  he  spoke  ;  a  torrent  of  manly  eloquence  poured  frmn 
his  heart,  bore  down  every  thing  in  its  course,  and  surprised  into  a 
momentary  sense  of  human  feeUng  the  breathioAg  corpses,  the  wire« 
moved  puppets,  the  stuflM  figures,  the  fll^kible  naachhiery,  tiie  «<tleaf 
and  dumb  things**  of  a  court* 

I  Und  (I  do  not  know  how  the  reader  feels)  that  it  is  ^Ufeuk  te 
writes  character  of  Fox  without  runnmg  into  infll{Hdity  dttxUwm* 
gance.     And  the  reason  of  this  is,  there  are  no  splendid  contrasts,  no 


to 
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charjvctrr^,  without  either  bicroglyplucs  or  carving.    There  wum,  tim- 
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wMeofhb  character  may  indeed  be  summed  up  in  two  wot6%^ 
8tren|^  and  simplicity.  Fox  was  in  the  class  of  common  men»  \mt 
he  was  the  first  in  that  class.  Tboagh  it  is  easy  to  describe  the  differ^* 
cDces  of  things^  nothing  is  more  (Sfffenlt  ths^  to  describe  their  de» 
grees  or  qoantides  In  what  I  am  going  to  say,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
fvnpecited  of  a  deugn  to  under  rate  his  powers  of  muid,  when  in  fyct 
I  am  only  trying  to  ascertain  their  nature  and  direction.  The  degneA 
and  extent  to  which  he  possessed  them  can  only  be  known  by  read* 
•ng^  or  indeed  by  haying  heard  his  speeches. 

Hts  mind,  as  I  hare  already  said,  was,  I  conceive,-  purely  kistcricalf 
and  having  said  this,  I  have  I  believe  said  alL  But  perhaps  it  will 
be  necessary  to  exf^n  a  little  fiirther  what  J  mean.  I  mean,  thett^ 
that  his  memcMy  was  in  an  extraordinary  degree  tenacious  of  facts) 
that  they  were  crowded  together  in  his  mind  without  the  least  pei^ 
plezity,  or  confusion  ;  that  there  was  no  chain  of  consequences  toc^ 
tast  for  his  powers  of  comprehension ;  that  the  different  parts  and  ra*- 
jnificatiotis  of  his  subject  wen  never  so  involved  and  huricBte  bat  that 
they  were  easily  disentangled  in  the  clear  prism  of  his  understandings 
The  bans  of  his  wisdom  was  experience  :  however,  he  ndt  only  knenf 
what  had  hafSpened  ;  but  by  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  real  state 
of  thfaigs,  he  could  always  tell  what  in  the  common  course  of  events 
would  happen  in  future.  The  force  of  his  mind  was  exerted  upoa 
facts:  as  long  as  he  could  lean  directly  upon  these,  as  long  as  he  ha# 
the  actual  objeetato  refer  to,  to  steady  himself  by,  he  could  analyse 
he  could  tombine,  he  coiild  compare  and  reason  upon  them,  with 
the  utmost  exacmess ;  but  ht  could  not  reason  om  of  them.  He  was 
what  is  understood  by  a  tiMi/^erH2/^cr  reasoner.  He  was  better  ac» 
^uunted  with  the  concrete  masses  of  thfaigs,  their  substantial  tafmwt 
and  practical  comectioos,  than  with  their  idistract  nature  or  general 
defiiutieos.  He  was  a  man  of  extensive  information,  of  sound  know* 
ledge,  and  dear  undemanding,  rather  than  the  acute  observer  or 
pnrfrand  thinker.  He  was  the  man  of  burfnessj  the  accomplished 
sUtesBMHi,  rather  than  the  philosopher.  His  veasonings  were  gene» 
ndly  speakings,  cidcutations  of  certain  poutive  results,  which)  the  data 
being  given,  must  follow  as'matters  of  course,  rather  than  unexpected 
and  r^note  truths  drawn  firom  ade4p  Insight  into  human  nature,  and 
the  subtle  application  of  general  principles  to  particular  cases.  The^ 
ooDsisted  chiefly  in  the  detail  and  combhmdon  of  a  vest  number  of 
stems  in  an  account,  worked  by  the  known  rules  of  political  arithme* 
tic ;  not  in  the  discovery  of  bold,  comprehensive,  and  original  theorems 
In  the  science.  They  were  rather  acu  of  memory,  of  condnued  at- 
tention, of  a  power  of  bringing  all  his  ideas  to  bear  at  once  upon  a 
single  point,,  tlutfi  of  reason  or  Invention.  He  was  the  attentive  ob* 
server  who  watches  the  various  effects  and  successive  movements  of 
m  machh)^  already  constructed,  and  can  tell  how  to  manage  it  while- 
it  goes  on  as  it  has  alwavs  done ;  but  who  knows  little  or  nothing  of 
'tfic  priaQples  on  which  U  la  constructed^  nor  how  to  $et  it  right,  if  k 
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becomes  diiordered,  except  hf  the  most  commotiaiid  cbiAoos  tmpt-- 
dients.  Burke  was  to  Fox  what  die  geoosetridan  is  to  tke  me- 
ehamc  Much  has  been  said  of  ^  the  prophetic  mind*'  of  Mr. 
Pox.  The  same  epithet  has  been  applied  to  Mr.  Burke  dU  it  has 
become  proverbiaL*  It  has  I  tiunk  been  appUed  without  moch  m- 
eon  to  either.  Fox  wanted  the  scientific  part,  Burke  wanted  the 
]»racdcaL  Fox  had  too  little  imagination*  Burke  had  too  mudi  s 
that  is,  he  was  careless  of  &cts,  he  was  led  away  by  his  passioiis  to 
look  at  one  side  of  a  question  only.  He  had  not  that  fine  sensHnlity 
to  outward  impressions,  that  nice  tad  of  circamstances,  which  is 
necessary  Co  the  consummate  politician*  Indeed  Ids  wisdom  was 
more  tlttt  of  the  legislator  than  of  the  active  statesman.  They  botii 
tried  their  strength  in  the  Ulysses'  bow  of  politiciana*  the  French  Re« 
Toiutionj:  and  they  were  both  fdled.  Fox iikdeed  fionatold  the  sue- 
cess  of  the  French  in  combating  with  foreign  powers.  But  this  was  no 
snore  than  what  every  friend  of  the  liberty  of  France  foresaw  or  forc-i> 
told  as  well  as  he.  All  those  on  the  same  side  of  the  qtiostion  were 
inspired  with  the  same  sagacity  on  the  subject.  Burke,  on  the  other 
]iand«  seems  to  have  been  before-hand  with  the  public  in  foreboding 
the  btemal  Asorders  that  would  attend  the  revoiutioiif  and  its  ulti- 
mate failure ;  but  then  it  is  at  least  a  question  whether  he  did  not 
make  good  his  own  predictions :  and  certainly  he  saw  into  the  causes 
and  connectbn  of  events  much  more  clearly  after  they  had  happened 
than  before.  He  was  however  undoubtedly  a  profound  commentator 
on  thalt  Apocaiytical  chapter  in  the  history  of  human  nature,  whidi 
I  do  not  think  Fox  was.  Whether  led  to  it  by  the  events  \>r  not>  he 
saw  thoroughly  into  the  principles  that  operated  to  produce  them  ; 
and  he  pdnted  them  out  to  others  in  a  manner  which  could  not  be 
mistaken.  I  can  conceive  of  Burke^as  the  genius  of  the  storm*  perch- 
ed over  Paris,  the  centre  and  focus  of  anarchy,  (so  he  would  have  us 
believe)  hovering  ^  with  mighty  wings  outspread  over  the  abyss,  and 
rendering  it  pregnant>*'  watching  the  passions^f  men  gradually  un- 
folding i^mselves  in  new  situations,  penetrating  those  hidden  mo- 
tive which  hurried  them  from  one  extreme  into  another,  arranging 
and  analysing  the  principles  that  alternately  pervaded  the  vast  cha- 
ode  mass,  and  extracting  the  elements  of  order  and  the  cement  of  so- 
cial life  from  the  decomposidon  of  all  society ;  while  Charles  Fox  in 
the  meaji  time  dogged  the  heels  of  the  allies,  (all  the  way  calling  oat 
to  them  to  stop)  with  his  sutler's  1  ag,  his  muster-roll,  md  army  es- 
timates at  his  back.  He  saidf  You  have  only  fifty  thousand  tro(^»| 
the  enemy  have  a  hundred  thousand  :  this  ptace  is  dismantled,  it  can 
make  no  resistance  :  your  troops  were  beaten  last  year,  they  most 
therefore  be  disheartened  thts.  This  is  excellent  sense  and  sound  rea- 
soning, but  I  do  not  see  what  it  has  to  do  with  philosophy.     But  why 

*  Even  Mr.  Shee  has  adopted  this  expression  with  respect  te 
fiurke,  who  never  adopts  any  eiqtression  till  it  is  grown  so  cofiunon 
that  he  cannot  possibly  be  accused  of  ptogtariao; 


A.  B.  1794.}  tOL  fox.  4f9 


^ftneotMTjr  tiwtFBx  Blimiia  be  9 plitlotoplic^ f  Whf,  in  th« 
first  place,  Bwkit  was  a  philosophefy  and  Fox,  to  keep  up  Mrith  him^ 
must  be  so  too.  In  tbe  second  place,  it  was  necessary,  in  order  that 
his  indiscreet  admirers,  who  have  no  ideii  of  greatness  but  as  it  con-* 
sists-in  certnn  names  and  pompous  Mes,  might  be  able  to  talk  big 
about  tbeJr  patnin.  It  is  a  bad  compliment  we  pay  to  oui* 
idol,  when  we  endeavour  to  make  him  out  something  different 
from  himself;  it  shews  that  we  are  not  Satisfied  with  what  he  was. 
I  have  iMard  it  said  that  he  had  as  much  imagination  as  Burke.  To 
this  extmvagant  assertion  I  shall  make  what  If  conceive  to  be  a  verjT 
cautious  and  tnodemte  answer :  that  Burke  was  as  stipenor  to  Fox  in 
this  respect  as  Fox  perhaps^was  to  the  first  person  you  would  meet 
in  the  street.  There  is  In  fiict  hardly  an  instance  of  imagination  to 
be  met  with  in  any  of  his  speeches ;  what  there  is,  is  of  the  rhetorical 
kind*  I  may,  howevet:»  be  wrong.  He  might  excel  fts  much  in 
profound  thought  and  richness  of  fancy,  as  he  did  in  other  things  ; 
though  I  oennot  perceive  it.  However  when  any  one  publishes  a 
book  called  The  Beauties  of  Fox,  contuning  the  original  reflectionsi 
brilliant  passages,  lofty  metaphors,  Sec.  to  be  found  in  his  speeches, 
without  the  detail  or  connection,  I  shall  be  very  ready  to  give  the 
point  up. 

In  logic  Fox  was  inferior  to  Pitt— «indeed,  in  all  the  formalities  of 
'  ek>quence,  in  which  the  latter  excelled  as  much  as  he  was  deficient 
in  the  soul  or  substance.  When  I  say  that  Pitt  was  superior  to  Fox 
in  logip,  I  mean  that  he  excelled  him  in  the  formal  division  of  the 
subject,  hi  always  keeping  it  in  view,  as  fiir  ashe  chose  ;  in  being  kble 
to  detect  any  deviadon  from  it  in  others ;  in  the  management  of  hie 
general  topics ;  in  being  aware  of  the  mood  and  figure  in  which  the 
argument  must  move,  with  all  its  nonessendals,  djiemmas,  and  altera 
natives ;  in  never  committing  himself  nor  ever  suffering  bis  antago« 
nist  to  occupy  an  inch  of  the  plainest  ground,  but  under  cover  of  a 
syllogism.  Hb  had  more  of  ^  the  dazzling  fence  of  argument,^  as  it 
has  been  called.  He  was,  in  short,  better  at  his  weapon.  But  theuf 
unfortunately,  it  was  only  a  dagger  of  lath  that  the  wind  could  turn 
aside  ;  whereas  Fox  wore  a  gm)d  trusty  blade,  of  solid  metal,  and 
real  execution* 

I  shall  not  trouble  myself  to  inquire  whether  Fox  was  a  man  of 
strict  virme  and  principle ;  or  in  other  words,  how  far  he  was  one  of 
those  who  screw  themselves  up  to  a  certain  pitch  of  ideal  peribctiony 
who,  as  it  were«  set  themselves  in  the  stocks  of  morality,  and  make 
mouths  at  their  own  situation.  He  was  not  one  of  that  tiibe,  and 
shall  not  be  tried  by  thdr  self-denying  ordinances.  But  he  wtsen* 
dowed  with  one  of  the  most  excellent  natures  that  ever  fell  to  the' 
lot  of  any  of  God's  creatures^  It  has  been  said,  that  ^  an  honest 
roan's  the  noblest  work  of  God."  ^here  is  indeed  a  purity,  a  recti- 
tudCf  an  integrity  of  heart,  a  freedom  from  every  selfish  Uas^ 
and  sinister  motive,  a  manly  simplicity  and  noble  ^Interested^^ 
ness  of  feeling,  which  is,  m  my  opiniony  to  be  prejTsrrsd  bvfifMh 
Voh.  11.  5» 
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everjr  other  ^bf  nature  or  art;    There  U  t  grealxicts  of  aovi 

that  is  superior  to  all  the  brilliancy  of  the  understanding.  Thb 
Mrength  of  moral  character,  which  is  not  only  a  more  valuable  but 
a  rarer  quality  than  strength  of  understanding  (as  we  are  oftener 
led  astray  by  the  narrowness  of  our  feeUngs*  than  want  of  know* 
ledge)  Fox  possessed  in  the  highest  degree.  He  was  superior  to 
every  kind  of  jealousyi  of  suspidon,  of  malevolence ;  to  every  nar- 
row and  sordid  motive.  He  was  perfectly  above  every  species  of 
duplicity,  of  low  art  and  cunnbg.  He  judged  of  every  thing  in  the 
downright  sincerity  of  his  nature,  without  being  Me  to  impose  upon 
,  himself  by  any  hollow  disguise,  or  to  lend  his  support  to  any  tlung 
unfair  or  dishonourable.  He  had  an  innate  love  of  truth,  of  jusdce, 
of  probity,  of  whatever  was  generous  or  liberal.  Neither  his  edu- 
cation, nor  his  connections,  nor  his  situation  in  life,  nor  the  low  in- 
trigues and  virulence  of  party,  could  ever  alter  the  simplidty  of  his 
taste,  nor  the  candid  openness  of  his  nature*  There  was  an  elastic 
force  about  his  heart,  a  £reshness  of  social  feeling,  a  warm  glowii^ 
huhianity,  which  remained  unimpidred  to  the  last  He  was  by  na- 
ture a  gentleman.  By  this  I  mean  that  he  felt  a  certain  deference 
and  respect  for  the  perscm  of  every  man  ;  he  had  an  unaffected  frank- 
ness and  benignity  in  his  behaviour  to  others,  the  utmost  liberality 
in  judging  of  their  conduct  and  motives.  A  refined  humanity  con- 
stitutes the  character  of  a  gendeman.*  He  was  the  true  fiiend  of  Ids 
country,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  for  a  statesmen  to  be  so.  But  his 
love  of  Ids  country  did  not  consist  in  his  hatred  of  the  rest  of  mankind. 
I  shall  conclude  this  account  by  repeating  what  Buike  said  of  him 
^t  A  time  when  his  testimony  was  of  the  most  value.  »  To  his  great 
and  masterly  understanding  he  joined  the  utmost  possible  degree  of 
moderation  ;  he  was  of  the  most  artless,  candid,  open,  and  benevokat 
disposition  ;  disinterested  in  the  extreme  ;  of  a  temper  mild  and  pla- 
cable, even  to  a  fault ;  and  without  one  drcp  of  gaul  in  his  constitu- 
tion." 


HVr< 


On  the  same  SubjecU 

Hb  expressed  his  earnest  desire  to  know  for  what  pur- 
pose we  were  engaged  in  war.     From  the  speech  of 

*  To  this  character  none  of  those  who  could  be  compared  with 
him  in  talents  had  the  least  pretensions,  as  Chatham,  Burke,  Pitt, 
Sec.  They  woull  black-guard  and  buUy  any  man  upon  the  slightest 
proYOG^tioni  or  difference  of  opimon» 
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the  noble  lord  (Mornington)  he  fiilly 'understood,  that 
while  the  Jacobin  government  existed  in  France,  no  pro- 
positions lor  peace  could  be  made  or  received  by  us. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  though- he  reprqbated 
a  Jacobin  government,  bad  in  the  former  year  ^clared, 
that  would  be  no  bar  to  a  negotiation,  provided  the  safc^ 
ty  of  Holland  and  the  navigation,  of  the  Scheldt  were 
secured.  He  actually  opened  a  negotiation  with  persons  . 
holding  their  authority  from  the  Jacobin  government  of 
France,  with  M.  Dumouriez  and  M.  Chauvelin.  Had 
peace,  in  consequence  of  these  negotiations,  been  then 
preserved,  what 'would  have  become  of  that  reasoning  ? 
He  should  be  tokl,  perhaps,  peace  was  not  the  object, 
they  had  in  view.  The  truth  of  this  was  indeed  proved 
by  the  haughty  conduct  of  lord  Grenville  towards  M« 
Chauvelin  :  ministers  began  a  negotiation  which  they 
had  no  design  to  perfect ;  they  only  sought  a  pretext  for 
reconciling  the  minds  of  the  people  to  war,  in  which 
they  had  previously  determined  to  embark.  The  ob- 
ject was  then  said  to  be,  to  protect  an  ally  ;  the  real  ob^ 
ject  was  the  subversion  (rf*  the  ruling  power  in  France. 
is  it  then  at  last  decided,  that  we  are  to  stake  the 
wealth,  the  commerce,  and  the  constitution  of  Great 
Britain,  on  the  chance  of  compelling  France  to  renounce 
certain  opinions,  for  which  we  have  already  seen  they 
are  ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives  ?  Mr.  Fox  contended, 
that  every  state  had  a  full  right  to  r^ulate  its  internal 
government ;  and  asserted,  that  the  manifesto  of  the 
duke  of  Brunswick,  and  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz,  had  oc*. 
casi<Mied  all  the  excesses  of  the  French.  Upon  the  sub- 
ject of  acts  of  aggression  previous  to  the  war,  this  dif- 
ference subsisted.  France  was  always  ready  to  negotiate ; 
the  British  government  invarid^ly  refused.  The  former, 
expressed  the  strongest  dislike  to  war,  and  took  every- 
stei>  to  avoid  it ;  the  latter  not  only  shewed  an  inclination 
for  war,  but  endeavoured  to  inflame  and  provoke  hos- 
tilities. Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  consider,  whether  such 
a  peace  *wiih  France  as  might  be  attainable^  was  ^o^ 


4e8!niblt  i»  to  Hdhioe  us  to  tmt ;  md  whether  a  ftiliiie 
ID  the  negothtion  would  be  aHended  with  such  dangcrooi 
consequences  as  ought  to  induce  us  not  to  hamrd  the 
attempt.    He  noticed  the  grMt  differenceofo^  conduct 
with  respect  to  France  and  Poland ;  and  called  die  at- 
tention  of  the  house  to  the  nature  e£  every  peace  that 
had  ever  been  made.    What  offence  or  what  pretension 
had  appeared  on  the  pert  of  France  at  present  towards 
this  country,  which  had  not  occurred  in  the  reign  of 
]Louis  XIV  ?    That  monarch  nas  a  declared  enemy  to 
Cmr  revolution ;  he  corresponded   with  the  Jacobites  of 
«   England  ;  he  endeavoured  to  overturn  our  establishment 
in  church  and  stale ;  he  invaded  Holland^  and  coofimKi 
not  bis  projects  ofconouest  to  the  banks  of  the  lUiine. 
Let  us  be  satisfied  with  the  best  security  we  can  procurct 
takin|^care  by  our  vigilance  and  conduct*  that  the  pow^ 
er  wah  whom  it  is  made  shall  have  no  temptation  to 
break  it.     Were  France  to  accede  to  our  wishes,  and 
take  Louis  XVIL  for  their  king,  would  ministers  in  nuik- 
ing  a  peace  pede  to  them  the  places  they  have  taken  ? 
No9^tbe  secretary  of  state  says,  we  must  have  an  in- 
^mnification  for  our  ^xpences  in  the  war.     What  then 
would  be  the  language  of  the  French  nation  ?     They 
wouU  complain  of  the  deprivation,  and  seize  the  first 
opportunity  of  again  entering  upon  a  war.     What  secu* 
rity  are  we  to  have  for  peace,  even  upon  the  terms  pre^ 
scribed  by  ministers  ?    fit  theti  pointedly  ridiculed  the 
boast  of  victory  in  his  majesty's  speech,  and  said,  if  the 
v«dvantages  were  such  as  vere  rejH-esepted,  we  could  as* 
IHime  the  dignified  charaoler  of  dictating  the  terms  of 
peace*    The  right  hon.  secretary  had  stated,  that  our 
object  in  the  West  Indies  was  to  obtain  some  indemni- 
fication for  the  expences  of  the  war.     This,  however  was 
H  distinct  obfect  from  giving  sueh  a  government  to  France 
as  ministers  might  think  it  safe  to  treat  with,  and  in  some 
mp^cts  contradictory.     Whatever  islands  we  tpok  fcr 
Louis  XVIL  we  must  wish  to  keep  ;  and,  as  wc  wislied 
lokfifp  the  islands,  fA^at  wishthi^t  Louis  XVIL  wfac» 
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wouM  have  a  right  to  demand  diem,  ahouM  not  lie  re« 
stored.    Since  the  doae  of  jthe  last  sessions  of  parliament^ 
the  successes  of  the  French  against  both  their  internal 
and  external  enemies  had  been  such,  that  Mr.  Fojc  coiu 
tended,  there  was  no  probability  of  soon,  if  at  all, » van* 
quishsng  that  country.     With  respect  to  what  had  been 
urged  of  the  ruinous  state   of  their  finances,  he   re* 
membered  similar  statements  had  been  made  during  the 
American  wir.     There  was  then  much  talk  of  a  vagrant 
.congress,  whieh  was  no  where  to  be  found,  of  their  nu* 
serable  resources,  and  their  wretched  paper  money  at 
300  per  cent,    discount,  of  which,  with  any  few  hal£> 
pqcne  you  had  in  your  pocket,  you  might  purchase  to 
the  amount  of  100  dollars.    ^The  Americans  were  repre* 
sented  as  exercising  on  each  other  the  most  intolerably 
tyranny,  on  the  royalists  the  most  unheard  of  cruelty  | 
and  it  was  then  said,  that  if  such  principles  were  suCi    . 
fered  to  exist,  if  the  x:ause  of  A^merica  was  ultimatejy 
successful,  there  was  an  end  of  all  civilized  government  3 
Eiigtaiid  must  be  trodden  in  the  dust     '*  Yet  then  (said 
Mr.  Fox)  r  recoipmended  negotiation,  and  lived  to 
see    Great   Britain    treat  with  that  very  congress,  so 
often  vilified  and  abused,  and  the  monarchy  /emain  in 
sufficient  vigour.    God  grant  that  I  may  not  see  hers 
treat  -with  the  present  government  of  France,  in  cir- 
cumstances less  &vourable  for  making  peace  than  the 
present !— ^Mr.  Fox  then  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  by 
a  negotiation  for  peace  we  might  gain  much,  and  could 
lose  little.     We  should  at  least  gain  the  point  itythiM 
country,  of  having  it  generally  believed,  that  the  war  waa 
defensive  ;  we  should  diminish  the  enthusiasm '  of  th« 
French,  who  would  be  disgusted  with  the  refusal  of  th^ 
Jacobins  to  treat. 

Mr.  Fox  strictly  insisted  on  the  misconduct  of  mi* 
sisters  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war»  and  particubrlf 
Botioed  the  fiulare  of  the  expedition  against  Dunkirk^ 
and  the  evacuation  of  Toulon.  A  plan  was  pro|ectcd| 
said  be,  for  making  a  descent  en  the  coast  of  France, 
]Wder  the  ^pnmumd  of  the  ^  of  14oirat    When  we 
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ask  why  that  expedition  Avas  so  long  talked  of,  and  ne- 
ver  undertaken,  the  right  honourable  secretary  tells  lis, 
that  it  was  delayed  for  want  of  troops*     What,  when 
we  had  at  last  hit  upon  a  phn  which  was  to  conduct 
us  to  the  gates  of  Paris,  were  we  obliged  to  abandon  it 
for  want  of  men  ?     Were  no  Hanoverians,  Hessians,  or 
even  Austrians,  to  be  found  ?    Miserable  indeed  must 
be  the  altiances  contracted  by  the  minister,  if  neitiier 
those  whose   cause  he  had  undertaken  to  support,  nor 
those  whom  he  had  taken  into  his  pay,  would  furnish  him 
m^ith  men  sufficient  for  an  expedition,  the  success  of 
which    might  have  redeeraeci  so  many  miscarriages! 
Did  he  defer  that  expedition  till  winter,    because  the 
difficult  navigation  of  the  coast  of  Normandy  was  pecu- 
liarly safe  at  that  season  ?     Or  did  he  choose  to  delay 
It,  because  then  the  prince  of  Cobour^  would  be  unable 
t&  act,   and  of  consequence  the  French  troops  in  that 
quarter  would  be  disengaged  ?  Thus,  with  a  spirit  worAy 
of  a  British  minister,  magnanimously  displaying  his  con- 
tempt of  danger,  and  his  disdain  to  take  the  enemy  at 
a  disadvantage  ;   defying  every  obstacle  of  the  season, 
and  braving, the  collected  force  of  their  armies. 
.   Knowing  these  transactions,  Mr.  Fox  contended  that 
^it  would  be  the  most  contemptible  sycophancy  to  concur 
in  an  address  to  his  majesty,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  war  had  been  successful.     With  respect  to  the  avi- 
dity with  which  different  states  had  put  themselves  un- 
der our  protection,  the  duke  of  Tuscany  had  been  com- 
pelled by  menaces;   our  conduct  to  the  Genoese  had 
been  modelled  on  the  same  principles  ;  tlie  Swiss  cantons 
were  prohibited  from  holding  any  commerce  with  France. 
The  courts  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  had  the  wisdom 
and  firmness  to  resist  every  art  and  menace  to  induce 
them  to  relinquish  their  system  of  neutrality.     At  the 
time  when  nrinisters  were  inveighing  against  the  French 
^s  mvaders  of  the  rights  of  nations,  they  were  themselves 
daringly  infringing  the" rights  of  itidependent  states.  They 
issued  an  .order  for  seizing  on  American  vessels  bound  to 
the  West  Indies^  and  have  only  retracted  it  from  a  dread 
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of  the  power  of  that  cbttntiy.  How  infinitely  superior 
must  app^r  the  spirit  and  principles  of  general  Wash- 
ington,  in  his  late  address  to  congress,  compared  with 
the  policy  of  .modern  European  courts  !  Illustrious  man  ! 
deriving  honour  less  from  the  splendour  of  his  situatioa 
than  from  the  dignity  of  his  mind  ;  before  whom  all  bor<- 
rowed  greatness  sinks  into  insignificance,  and  all  the 
princes  and  potentates  of  Europe  (excepting  the  mt*m* 
bers  of  our  own  family)  become  little  and  contemptible  t 
He  has  had  no  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  any  tricks 
of  policy  or  arts  of  alarm ;  his  authority  has  been  suf- 
ficiently  'supported  by  the  same  means  by  which  it  was 
acquired,  and  his  conduct  has  uniformly  been  character- 
ised by  wisdom,  moderation,  and  firmnCbS.  H( ,  feeU 
ing  gratitude  to  France  for  the  assistance  received  from 
her  in  that  great  contest  which  secured  the  independence 
of  America,  did  not  choose  to  give  up  the  system  of 
neutrality  in  &vour  of  this  country.  Having  once  kid 
down  that  line  of  conduct,  which  both  gratitude  and 
policy  pointed  out  as  most  proper  to  be  pursued,  not 
all  the  insults  or  provocation  of  the  French  minister  Ge- 
net could  at  all  put  him  out  of  his  way,  or  bend  him 
fitmi  his  purpose.  Entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  we;l- 
&re  of  a  great  people,  he  did  not  allow  the  misconduct 
iif  another,  with  respect  to  himself,  for  one  moment  to 
interrupt  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  them,  or  withdraw, 
his  attention  from  their  interests.  He  had  no  fear  of 
the  Jacobins  ;  he  felt  no  alarm  from  their  principles,  and 
considered  no  precaution  as  necessary  in  order  to  stop 
their  progress.  The  people  over  whom  he  presided  he 
knew  to  be  acquainted  with  their  rights  and  their  duties. 
He  trusted  to  their  own  good  sense  to  defeat  the  effect 
of  those  arts  which  might  be  employed  to  inflame  or 
mislead  their  minds ;  and  was  sensible  that  a  government 
could  be  in  no  danger,  while  it  retained  the  attachment 
and  confidence  of  its  subjects — attachment,  ^in  this  in- 
stance, not  blindly  adopted,  confidence  not  implicitly 
given,  but  arising  from  the  conviction  of  its  excellence, 
and  the  experience  of  its  blessings.     I  cannot  indeed 
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(added  Mr.  For)  hdp  admiring  thr  wisdom  and  the  fcr- 
tune  of  thb  grea^  man  ;  not  that  by  the  phrase  Jorlune 
I  mean  in  the  smallest  degree  to  derogate  from  bis  me« 
fit.  But,  notwithstanding  his  extraordinary  talciits  aad 
exalted  integrity,  it  must  be  considered  as  smgularly  fiur- 
tunate,  that  he  should  have  experienced  a  lot,  which  so 
seldom  falls  to  the  portion  of  humanity,  and  have  passed 
through  such  a  variety  of  scenes,  without  stain  and  with- 
out reproach.  It  must  indeed  create  astonishment,  that 
placed  in  circumstances  so  critical,  and  filling  for  a  se- 
ries of  time  a  station  so  conspicuous,  his  character 
should  never  once  have  been  called  in  question  ;  that 
he  should  in  no  one  instance  have  been  accused  either 
of  improper  insolence,  or  of  mean  submission,  in  his 
transactions  with  foreign  nations.  It  lias  been  reserved 
for  him  to  run  the  race  of  glory,  without  experiencing 
the  smallest  interruption  to  the  brilliancy  of  his  career. 
The  breath  of  censure  has  not  dared  to  impeach  the  pu-. 
rity  of  his  conduct,  nor  the  eye  of  envy  to  raise  its  ma* 
lignant  glance  to  the  elevation  of  his  virtues.  Such  has 
been  the  transcendant  merit  and  the  unparalleled  fate  of 
this  illustrious  man  I  But  if  the  maxims  now  held  forth 
were  adopted,  he  who  now  nmks  as  tbe^  asserter  of  his 
country^s  freedom,  and  the  guardian  of  its  interests  and 
honour,  would  be  deemed  to  have  disregarded  and  be- 
trayed that  country,  and  to  have  entailed  upoD  him- 
self indelible  reproach.  How  did  he  act  when  insulted 
by  Genet  ?  Did  he  considev  it  as  necessary  to  avenge 
himself  for  the^  misconduct  or  madness  of  an  individual, 
by  involving  a  whole  continent  in  the  horrors  of  war  f 
Nd  ;  he  contentod  himself  with  procuring  satisfaction  for 
the  insult,  by  causing  Genet  to  be  recalled  ;  and  thus 
at  once  consulted  his  own  dignity  and  the  interests  of 
his  country.  Happy  Anrericans  !  while  the  whirlwind 
flies  over  one  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  spreads  every 
where  desolation,  you  remain  protected  fit>m  its  bane- 
ful effects,  by  your  own  virtues  and  the  wisdom  of 
your  government.  Separated  from  Europe  by  an  im- 
mense pcean,  you  feel  not  the  effects  of  those  prejudices 
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and  passions  which  convert  the  boasted  seats  of  ctvi« 
lization  into  scenes  of  horror  and  bloodshed.    You  pro- 
fit by  the  foUjr  and  madness  of  the  contending  nationsi 
and  aiFord  in  your  more  congenial  clime  an  asylum  to 
those  blessings  and  virtues^  which  they  wantonlv  contemn^ 
or  wickedly  exclude  from  their  bosom  I     Guluvating  the 
arts  of  peace  under,  the  influence  of  freedom,  you  ad- 
vance by  rapid  strides  to  opulence  and  distinction ;  and 
if  by  any  accident  yoa  should  be  compelled  to  take  part 
in  the  present  unhappy  contest,  if  you  should  find  it 
necessary  to  avenge  insult,  or  repel  injury,  the  world 
will  bear  witness  to  the  equity  gS  your  sentiments  jiad 
the  moderation  of  your  views,  and  the  success  of  your 
arms  will,  no  doubt,  be  prop<Htioned  to  the  justice  of 
your  cause  1 1  have  now  notUng  more  with  which  to  trou4 
ble  the  house ;  I  am  sensible,  indeed,  that  at  this  advaiu> 
ed  hour  I  have  already  detained  them  too  long.  But  I^  was 
anxious  tOr  put  the  question  upon  its  true  footing,  and 
to  free  it  frpm  that  misrepresentation  in  which  it  has  beea 
so  studiwsly  involved.     We  have  of  kte  beoi  to  much 
accusipm^d  to  mvective  and  deckunation  t  addresses  to 
our  prejudices  and  passions  have  been  substituted  instead 
of  appeals  to  our  reason*    But  we  are  met  here,  not  to 
declaim  against  the  crimes  of  other  states,  but  tocoa* 
suit  what  are  the  true  interests  of  this  country^    The 

Question  is  not,  what  degree  of  abhorrence  we  ought  to 
>el  of  French  cruelty,  but  what  line  of  coodiict  we  ought 
to  pursue^  oonsistently  with  British  policy.  Whatevef 
our  detestation  of  the  guilt  of  foreign  nations,  we  are 
not  called  to  take  upon  ourselves  the  ta^  of  avengers  f^ 
We  are  bound  cmly  to  act  as  guanltana  of  the  wd&re  of 
those  with  whose  concerns  we  are  immediately  entrusted* 
It  is  upon  tUa  footing  I  have  argued  die  qucation.  Mr. 
Fox  concluded  by  proposii^  an  anfendment,  recommciML 
ing  to  tm  ms^esty  to  treat  for  a  peace,  with  France  upon 
safe  aad  honourable  terms,  withovit  anf  rsfwsme  te  iai 
existing  form  of  government. 
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MR-  ADAIR. 


On  the  inlrcdueiian.of  Foreign  Troops  into  the 
Kingdom^ 


He  Contended,  that  s6  far  {rota  the  king  being  em- 
powered to  maintain  foreign  troops  without  the  consent 
of  parliament,  he  could  at  no  period  of  the  English  his- 
tory call  out  the  native  troops  without  that  consent. 
During  the  operation  of  the  feudal  lnws^  the  motiarchs 
did  not  levy  troops  merely  as  kinjgs,  biit  as  the  territorial 
lords  of  the  country.  That  at  common  law  there  exist* 
cd  no  right  in  the  crown  to  embody  any  armed  force 
within  the  country,  was  clear  from  the  first  establish- 
ment of  the  militia  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  At  that 
time  the  greater  part  of  the  feudal  tenures  were  abolish- 
ed, and  the  system  of  national  defence  founded  upon 
them  of  course  fell  to  the  ground.  In  their  stead,  par- 
liament established  a  regular  national  militia,  because 
they  knew  that  the  king  by  his  prerogative  had  no  pow- 
er  to  provide  for  internal  defence.  From  that  time  a 
system  had  been  gaining  ground  of  having  a  regular  body 
of  forces,  in  the  nature  of  a  standing  army,  which  had 
become  in  some  degree  a  necessary  measure.  But  this 
army  must  be  annually  voted  by  parliament,  and  a  mu- 
tiny bill  yearly  passed  for  its  regulation.  The  jealousy 
of  parliament  on  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  levy 
troops,  commenced  at  a  very  early  period,  and  was 
evinced  by  several  acts  and  resolutions  of  parliament. 
In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  an  act  was  passed  which 
enacted,  that  no  person  should  be  called  out  of  the  shire 
in  which  he  lived,  except'  in  cases  of  insurreeticm  or 


'  intatton ;  and  he  could  nottronceive*  our  anceBtbra  would 
be  guilQr  of  such  asokcism  in  politics  as  to  prevent  the 
drawing  forth  our  n{itive  forces  except  in  times  of  ex. 
traordinary  dai^r,  and  yM  leave  to  the  crown  die  right 
of'  brm^g  into  the  kingdom  an  indefinite  number  of 
foreign  troops  whenever  it  pleased.  The  25th  of  die* 
same  king  restricts  wis  military  force  to  sudi  as  were 
bound  by  their  tenure  and  poaaessioos  to  defend  thecoun- 
try.  Respecting  the  militia,  though  composed  of  persons 
peculiarly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom,  the 
king  is  not  by  law  wholly  invested  with  the  control  of 
these  troops :  even  in  case  of  the  utmost  exigency,  he 
is  not  empowered  to  call  them  out  without  first  ac- 
quainting parliament,  if  it  is  at  that  time  sitting ;  and  if 
not,  it  shall  be  convened  within  fourteen  days,  and  the. 
measures  which  had  been  adopted  laid  before  it.  If, 
however,  bb  majesty  was  vested  with  the  power  of  in- 
troducmg  what  number  of  foreign  troops  be  pleasitd  into 
the  kingdom,  this  jealous  caution  of  the  legislature  was 
totally  useless  and  inefficient.  From  the  silence  of  the 
bill  of  rights  respecting  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  i^ 
this  instance,  it  would  be  wrong  to  suppose  the  existence 
oi^suoha  prerogative.  As  wdl  might  it  be  said,  that 
several  of  the  most  valuable  privileges  of  British  subjects, 
which  they  hold  under  Maj^na  Charta^  and  the  Habem 
Corpus  act,  did  not  exist,  smce  they  had  notbtan  re* 
cited  in  die  bill  of  rights.  The  act  of  settlement,  and 
the  naturalisation  bill,  clearly  proved  that  thispreroga- 
tive  did  not  exist  in  the  crown.  Mr.  Adair  confessed 
himself  no  enemy  to  the  ordinary  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  which  were  known,  defined,  and  legal ;  but  the 
prerogative  which  appeared  to  him  dangerous,  WM  that 
prerogative  which,  if  it  at  all  existed,  was  unknown, 
undefinedi  and  unascertained.  With  respect  to  what 
had  been  said  by  an  honourable  gentleman  concerning 
the  acquiescence  of  those  who  had  framed  the  act  of 
setdement  in  the  subsequent,  introduction  of  foreign 
troopa,  t|^  was  at  a  time  when  there  was  an  open 


jritoMfaainlte  caniitry ;  iheTawfaitwUiiiiicaen  of  lb. 
imgnlniq»,hethoii|^mig^  tfas 

gi^jnds  €i  necemty  md  luuaaokf  ^  aadiic  dioiild  liwe 
CQuictered  that  tfam  was  fittle  eaine  ipr  jealooOT',  kad 
»5t  the  aMmnion  of  thb  lawugativc  fracaeded  from  a 
qmiter  which  gave,  oooasiim  fiar  man  tbm^  ^fimmam 
jeakuMT^  when  the mieatmi waa  betw«ca4be  fvenga* 
tivMot  dieaMwaaadtheiaw  ofihetaiiiL 


MR-  DUNDAS. 


On  0  MMim  ftr  rai§ing  French  Tr9op&Jbt  the  Servive 
» <j/*  &•«*  Britain^ 

XirsTxrx£9  the  war  upon  die  reasons  which  haivse  been 
so  often  detailed,  and  accused  those  gendemen  of  ia- 
conaistencjr,  who  objected  to  it  as  not  just  nor  neeesaaij, 
Ibecauae  they  had  piMgad  themselves  in  its  sufiport ;  and 
added  to  dns  the  furdKr  inconsistency  of  oj^KMungeveiy 
jneasnre  adopted  br  the  executive  ^enunent  for  its 
naifitenance*  With  wqpect  to  the  present  neosare,  he 
left  it  to  the  wisdom  and  disoemment  of  thehonsetode- 
oide,  whether  it  wa^  i^ine  which  tended  to  ftoiikatc  the 
objectofthe  war  or  not,  4md  he  would  impartially  abide 
by  that  deoisioor  The  pKsent  power  of  France  wns,  he 
contended,  iieki  by  die  most  pjKcarious  of  ail  poesible 
tenures ;  and  he  thought  the  great  body  of  the  people 
were  far  ^m  attached  to  the  present  conatituticm;  wd 
bi  proof  of  this  he  nwntioiied  die  ianmeaee  em^^ratioBs 
which  had  taken  place,  the  massaores^  and  the  maeon* 
H^  of  lift  «id  proper^^    Nothing  but  prote^on  wd 


nppoit  WW,  hetfiimgiit, 'wandng  to  iad^ 
come  fonvQitdi,  and  raise  their  wliole  force  agamst  the 
eoRVendofi.    Tfaeu8iifpatioA<ifFi«seewwuiGon^tible 
with  the  existeneeaf  omn'govenime&ti ;.  andtfll  we  eouM 
overtiutMr  their  sjfBtem  of  poliiics,  we  must  not  hope  fer 
peace  or  Mcuritgr*     In  this  endeavour  he  llhought  it  rig^ 
to  unite  with  us  persons  who  had  ihe  same  Reasons  "vnth  . 
ourselves,  and  who  called  upon  tlie  British  nation  to  g^ve 
them  arms.     Whatever  ini^  be  the  advantages  we  de- 
rived  from  an  insulated  situation,  we  oould  nOt  remain 
safe  u^Ue  such  opinions  were  disseminated  near  us,  and 
propagated  by  force  of  arms.    The  authority  of  books 
and  the  dictates  of  eommon  •sense  established  diemaxim^ 
that  ihe  government  of  one  country  might  mterfere  with 
and  subvert  another  under  ceitain  ckcumstanees.    This 
was  a  matter  of  speculative  policy  applicable  to  internal 
discords  in  time  of  peace  $  but  in  a  state  of  warfare  it 
would  be  ridiculous  to  say,  we  ^ould  not  do  every  thing 
to  distress  and  destroy  the  government  with  which  we 
were  at  war.     It  was  the  part  of  ministers  to  consider 
the  enemy  as  an  enemy,  and  devise  means  to  bring 
them  either  to  reason  or  to  ruin.''    The  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox)  had,  he  said,  dwelt  with  much  plausibility 
upon  the  odamity  of  retaliation  :  this  he  said  it  had  fre- 
quently been  necessary  to  exercise,  however  painful  the 
task.     It  lay  with  the  emigrants  to  consider  the  probable 
effects  of  retaliation,  and  they  had  weighed  it  weU  and 
asked  for  arms.  None  could  accuse  government  of  com« 
pplsion  io  this  instance ;  the  emigrants  had  themselves 
adopted  the  measure,  and  none  could  deny  the  wisdom,  of 
their  choice  ;  no  man  of  feelin|^  or  magnanimity  could  adt 
otherwise.  With  respect  tothis  measure  having  a  tenden*- 
oy  to  prolong  iSie  war,  Mn  Dundas  allowed,  -drat  the  cou- 
quests  we  had  made  in  tiie  Cast  and  West  Indies  had  not 
the  ^ameefflsdt  as  conquests  in  France  mi^  have  had ; 
yet  st91,  by  crippling  in  some  degree  the  resources  of  the 
war,  thejr  must  acoelerate  peace.    We  could  not  boweveir, 
he  oontended,  hope  for  peace  and  security  wiAout  a 
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tQttf  ehitt^  in  thegovcrmneiit  of  Fiaiide.  Govan— icnt 
luidt  be  said,  been  blamed  the  kst  aeasioD  for  not  af- 
fording earljr  asaistance  to  the  mal-oontents  and  royaliais 
in  La  Vend6e.  If  it  were  expedient  to  risque  our  na« 
tional  safety  and  honour  in  the  hands  of  an  undiscipliDed 
.scattered  band,  such  aa  that  in  La  Vendee,  how  much 
jnore  so  tot£Uie  into  our  pajra  strong  concentrBted  body 
of  men,  discii^ined,  oppointed,  and  commanded  by  men 
eminent  for  military  honour  and  talents !  Such  an  army 

«  was,  he  .said,  jciot  only  equal  to  prodigies  ki  itself^  but 
must  acquire  strength  and  numbers  as  it  proceeded.  An 
hon.  gentleman  had  mentioned  500,000 :  he  diould  re- 
joice to  $nd  so  many ;  and  though  that  gentfeman  bad 
questioned  the  ability  to  find  resources  for  suck  a  num- 
ber except  from  this  country,  he  concehred  that  a  much 
smadler  number  would  in  a'short  time  render  aid  fiom 

*this  country  totally  unnecessary,  l^  putting  a  prosperous 
period  to  the  war,  recovering  their  rights,  and  terminate 
img  the  calamities  of  Fr^ce. 


»<»i 


MR.   GREY- 


On  Mr.  Pittas  Mot  ion  for  empotvering  his  Majesty  to 
;  secure  and  detain  all  Persons  suspected  of  Designs 
*  Hgdinst  his  Crown  and  Oovemment. 

He  asserted,  that  if  any  evil  had  arisen  from  the  doctrine 
of  apply  ingtQ  the  people  instead  of  to  pm^liament,  the 
chanccUot  of  the  exchequer  was  to  be  considered  as 
the  cause.  If  the  language  of  applying  to  the  people 
for  a  parliamentary  reform  was  criminal,  Mr.  Grey 
-^id  he  had  himself  been  gmlty,,  since  hed^d.not  acru« 
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pie  to  assert,  that  from  the  house  of  commons  he 
had  no  hopes  of  parliamentary  reform;  that  house 
never  would  reform  itself,  or  destroy  the  corruption 
by  which  it  was  supported,  by  any  other  means  than 
those  of  the  resolutions  of  the  people  acting  on  the 
prudence  of  the  house.  That  point  they  could  only 
accoaiplish  by  meeting  in  bodies,  and  this,  in  1782,  had 
been  the  opinion  of  the  minister.  An  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Windham)  had  asserted,  that  the  doctrine  of  uni* 
versal  suffrage  was  only  fitted  for  the  refuse  of  the 
people.  If  this  were  so,  of  that  description  were  the 
duke  of  Richmond  and  Mr.  Pitt.  This  he  proved  from 
the  duke's  letter  to  colonel  Sharman.  What  more  had 
been  done  by  Messrs.  Palmer,  Muir^  &c.  to  expose 
them  to  their  present  sufferings  ?  What,  he  said,  had 
been  discovered  by  the  fine  velvet  bag  which  the  minis- 
ter had  brought  into  the  house  a  few  days  before  9 
Nothing  but  what  had  been  known  twelve  years  ago, 
and  what  these  societies  had  thought  proper  to  reprint 
and  publish  in  the  year  1794.  For  this  the  Habeas 
Carpus  act  was  to  be  suspended,  and  the  personal  liber- 
ty of  every  individual  of  the  kingdom  was  to  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  ministers.  In  extreme  cases  extreme 
powers  should  certainly  be  given ;  and  if  the  case  were 
made  out,  he  should  readily  accede  to  the  measure  pro- 
posed :  but  he  strongly  contended,  that  the  charge  at  the 
utmost  amounted  only  to  sedition,  and  imputed  the 
measure  to  that  system  of  alarm  which  had  been  adopted 
to  prevent  the  people  from  seeing  their  real  situation. 
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MR.   CANNING. 


•"this  gentleman  writes  verses  better  than  he  makes  speeches.  If  he 
had  as  much  understanding  as  he  has  wit,  he  would  be  a  great 
nan :  but  that  is  not  the  oaseu  Mn  ttmrnafionumugmnnew.  How* 
ver,  there  b  a  degree  of  eleganoa  and  hnSkancf,  waA  a  ceriun 
ambitious  tip-toe  elevatioD  ki  his  q>eechea.  But  thejr  want  ^naao* 
liness,  force  and  dignity.  His  eloquence  is  somedunj^  Ixke  a 
bright^  sharp-pointed  sword)  which,  owing  to  its  not  being  made 
of  very  stout  meteH  bends  and  gives  way,  and  seems  ready  to  snap 
asunder  at  every  stroke  ;  and  h»  ia  pecpetoally  lA  danger  of  liv- 
ing it  wrested  out  of  his  htfids.  . 


On  the  same. 


He  asserted,,  that  m  the  precedent  of  1782,  Biinisten 
had  only  been  supported  by  a  measi^  froni  the  throne } 
on  the  present  occasion  such  a  message  had  been  hick- 
^d  by  the  secret  committee.  Then  traitorous  correqxm* 
dences  were  carrying  on  for  restormg  the  exiled  fiunily  s 
they  were  now  carrying  on  for  the  subversion  of  the  coo* 
stitution,  and  the  introduction  of  repuUican  anarchy. 
Why  then  not  apply  the  same  remedy  to  cases  so  similar  ? 
Or,  were  there  no  precedent,  were  we  not  justified  in 
devising  new  remedies  for  singular  and  unheard-of  of- 
fences ?  What  had  been  said  of  the  precedent  of  1777  ? 
so  far  from  being  in  point,  it  was  diametrically  opposite 
to  the  present  instance.  That  had  for  its  object  the  pie« 
vention  of  a  congress  in  America ;  this  plan  was  design- ' 
ed  to  prevent  the  assembling  of  one  in  Great  Britain* 
He  retorted  the  charge  brought  against  the  minister,  of 
adopting  only  such  precedents  as  made  for  him,  and 
scouting  others.   He  would  not^  he  8aid»  argue  as  to  the 
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proof  o(  this  dangea:  that  induced  ministers  to  suspend  the 
act,  Tbe  report  of  the  secret  committee  justified  the  mea- 
sure,  and  he  wa$  willing  to  take  the  woid  of  government. 
It  had  been  observed,  £ai  if  time  were  given,  petitions, 
against  the  measure  i^ould  flow  in  frokn  all  parts  of  the 
country.  He  was  not  however  to  be  intimidated  from 
his  duty  by  any  petitions,  ^e  adverted  to  the  conduct 
of  the  minbter,  wl^en  he  had  stood  forward  as  an  ad** 
vocate  for  parliamentary  refornu  What  he  thought  on 
that  subject  then,  he  said,  now  signified  but  little.  He 
entertained  the  h^me  opinions  with  bis  right  hon.  friend ; 
he  supported  him  in  t^em ;  and  agreed  with  him,  that 
thguj^  ^uch  a  reform,  might  be  not  improper  for  discus- 
sion ui  a  time  of  peac^,  it  was  a  proposition  that  ought 
not  to  be  agitated  in  a  season  of  tumult.  If  the  chan. 
cel^or  of  the  exchequer  should  at  a  future  time  return  to 
his  former  opinions,  it  was  probable  he  should  again 
agree  with  him.'  I^owever  lie  and  his  right  hon.  friend 
might  be  threatened  ^  ith  seqessions  in  the  house,  and 
disturbances  abroad,  they  should  continue  to  know  and 
feel  their  own  dignity,  and  wait  for  4be  subsequent  appro- 
bation of  the  people.  • 


MR.    COURTENAY, 


In  Repljf  to  Mr.  Canningi 

Hb  knew  not  which  to  admire  most,  the  ingenuity* 
which  liad  been  displayed,  or  the  arguments  ^ith  which 
tlie  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  been  defended  by' 
his  friend,  uho  had  admitted  him  to  be  an  apostate, 
and  complaisantly  declared  himself  one  also.  He  had 
further  professed  his  readiness  to  join  hi^  friendj  ifh« 
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resumed  his  principles.     He  seeoaed    attached  to  his 
friend,  as  necessary,  probaUy,  to  promote  his  fortune. 

Thiss  a  light  stravt  whirrd  round  with  eveiy  blast, 
^  Is  carried  off  in  some  dog*s  tail  at  last. 

He  had  as  yet,  he  said,  heard  no  argument  that  w- 
ranted  the  suspension  After  bestowing  the  highest 
eulogiuVn  on  x\\t  Habeas  Cor/)tt5  act,  Montesquieu,  in 
his  Spirit  of  Laws,  had  pronounced  it  the  palladium  of 
English  liberty — an  act  that  ought  never  to  be  repealed. 
Nothing  could  justify  the  suspension  but  great  and  im- 
minent danger  to  the  state,  and  the  actual  existence  of 
Jebtllion,  In  the  suspension  of  1745,  and  that  in  the 
American  war,  circumstances  were  materially  difl^rent 
from  what  they  now  were,  Mr.  Courtenay  contended, 
that  the  report  did  not  state  any  distribution  of  arms  to 
have  taken  place,  nor  mention  that  any  correspondence 
had  been  carried  on  with  the  enemy.  There  was  there- 
fore no"  evidence  for  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure, 
^vhich  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  social  intercourse 
amongst  men.  He  was,  he  said,  much  at  a  loss  to 
conjecture  why  ministers  adopted  those  measures  which 
they  so  much  reprobated  in  the  neighbouring  country, 
where  the  same  thing  had  been  done  by  Barrere  and 
Robespierre.  It  was  evident,  he  said,  no  proof  existed 
of  a  plot  to  overturn  government.  He  pointed  out  the 
danger  of  arming  government  with  so  large  a  discre- 
tionary power.  Every  act  of  oppression  might  be  jus- 
tified on  the  plea  of  state  necessity.  Much  had  been 
said  on  the  humanity  of  ministers ;  he  would  refer  on 
this  subject  to  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Muir  and  Palmer. 
He  declared  his  full  intention  to  oppose  the  bill  to  the 
Utmost  of  his  power,  because  it  struck  deeply  at  the 
existence  of  the  constitution,  and  Subjjected  innocent  per- 
sons to  extreme  opprestsion. 
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MR.  FOX. 

On  the  same  Subject. 


SrREKirotrsLY  reprobated  the  bitU  and  replied  to  a  part 
of  the  preceding  speech  (Mr,  Windham's,)  which  he  con- 
sidered  as  foretelling  the  destruction  of  the  British  con- 
stitution. With  respect  to  the  gradations  of  puni-^hments 
which  were  professed,  what  by  this  argument  must  we 
think  of  the  present  measure,  but  that  it  was  only  one  step 
in  the  ladder,  and  that  more  severe  remedies  were  in  re- 
serve  ?  Gentle  remedies  had  already  been  applied*  The 
alien  bill  was  an  anodyne,  the  treasonaUe  correspondence 
bill  was  also  a  gentle  medicine ;  but  as  in  the  king's 
speech  these  evils  were  said  to  exist  uith  increased 
malignity,  this  severe  remedy  was  to  be  tried,  with  the 
declared  intention,  that  if  this  should  fail,  more  violent 
methods  woijld  be  pursued.  What  were  they  ?  Would 
all  meetings  of  the  people  be  prohibited,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent all  discussion  on  political  subjects?  When  that 
proved  ineffectual,  was  the  minister  to  have  the  power 
of  making  arbitrary  imprisonment  perpetual?  Would 
the  next  step  be  the  establishment  of  a  revolutionary 
tribunal  ?  Under  the  colour  of  pretended  alarms,  were 
we  to  infringe  upon  and  demolish  the  best  part  of  the 
constitution  r  He  contended,  that  the  proceedings  here 
were  precisely  similar  to  those  in  France ;  that  mmisters 
circulated  stories  of  alarms  and  conspiracies,  to  fill  the 
public  mind  with  fear,  and,  according  to  the  French,  to 
make  terror  the  order  of  the  day*  The  question  for 
the  consideration  of  the  house  was,  he  said,  to  compare 
the  danger  with  the  remedy.  Whether  the  word  con^ 
vention  was  a  bugbear  held  up  to  terrify  their  imagina* 
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tions,  he  knew  not ;  bot  it  was  of  consequence  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  of  the  thing,  atid  not  to  be  startled  at 
names.  Mn  Fox  entered  into  a  discussion  on  die  na- 
ture of  a  convention,  which  meant  no  other  than  a  meet* 
ing  of  the  people ;  in  u  hich  if  they  committed  an  ilfe. 
gal  act,  they  might  be  sent  to  prison^  and  tried  for  die 
offence  as  securely  as  if  no  convention  existed.  The 
danger  then  called  for  no  remedy ;  and  the  sdspensioa 
was  only  intended  to  agitate  and  alarm  the  nation,  to 
put  men's  minds  under  the  dominion  of  terror,  and  take 
from  them  the  exertion  of  their  rational  faculties,  which 
would  be  otherwise  employed  in  scrutinizing  the  fatal 
measures  of  ministers.  For  that  reason  subscriptions 
had  been  set  on  foot ;  he  said  for  that  reason^  because 
ministers  had  been  open  enough  to  acknowledge  that  it 
was  not  flar  money.  He  expressed  high  esteem  fot*  some 
of  the  members  of  the  committee,  but  asserted  that  it 
was  composed  of  two  descriptions,  men  who  were  either 
dupes  to  themselves,  or  wished  to  dupe  others.  Their 
whole  report  was  trifling  and  inconsequehtial,  knd  told 
nothing  which  was  not  known  before.  The  avowed 
intention  of  the  societies  was  to  obtain  universal  su{* 
frage,  which  however  he  might  be  disposed  to  agree, 
was  a  wild  and  impracticable  idea,  he  must  doubt  its 
having  caused  the  destruction  of  France.  Why  was 
the  house  to  argue  theoretically  or  practically  from  the 
example  of  France?  Was  every  man  whb  mentioned 
liberty  to  be  re^rded  as  a  traitor  becatise  liberty  had 
been  abused  in  France  ?  If  such  were  the  case,  it  would 
.be  fatal  for  England.  Mr.  Fox  called  upon  gentlemen 
to  state  the  parallel  between  this  country  and  the  old 
government  of  France,  that  we  should  dread  similar  ef- 
fects from  Jacobinical  doctrines.  Had  France,  he  said, 
possessed  a  Habeas  Corpus  act,  had  she  respected  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  those  doctrines  would 
never  haVe  prevailed.  He  stated  this  not  improbable 
conjecture,  one  on  which  he  would  not  lay  much  stress ; 
but  it  wasinatcrial,  in  support  of  the  argument  adduced 
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by  Mr.  Windfaafn,  to  prove  that  the  old  government  of 
France  had  fiillen  from  a  want  erf*  power ;  as  the  argu^ 
meht  had  beeti,  that  we  most  proceed  from  measure  to 
^measufe,  ^  minister^  riiould  be  armed  with  sufficient 
powdr  to  re^st  and  vanqoisb  all  mnovation.  Soth  doc-  - 
trlnes  went  to  die  extinction  of  every  vestige  of  the  con- 
stitution.  Mr;  Fox  asked,  what  all  these  severities  were 
for  ?  Were  they  because  any  great  body  of  people  were! 
disaffected  to  the  state?  No  such  thing:  it  was  the 
boast  of  ministers,  that  every  part  of  tlie  country  was 
strictly  united  in  love  to  the  constitution.  It  was  to  be 
introduced,  because  some  low  persons,  without  property 
and  consideration, -had  entertained  opinions  about  a  par- 
liamentary  reform,  which  were  thoil]ght  daneerous.  If 
the  act  was  to  be  suspended,  he  said,  till  no  discontent- 
ed person  remained  in  the  kingdom,  there  was  an  end 
to  it ;  and  it  was  a  declaration  to  all  mankind,  that  the 
constitution  of  England  was  fit  only  for  an  Utopian  so- 
ciety, and  not  for  any  society  that  ever  did  or  could 
exist  upon  earth.  If  America  had  been  alarmed,  let 
us  look  to  what  her  conduct  had  been  on  this  occasion. 
Had  she  shocked  every  feeling  and  considerate  mind 
by  the  scandalous  rigour  of  her  legal  punishments. 
Had  she  plunged  her  country  in  war,  and  loaded  her 
people  with  new  and  excessive  burdens?  No:  she 
had  maintained  a  strict  and  perfect  neutrality  towards 
the  belligerent  powers,  and  protected  herself  at  home 
by  securing  to  her  people  all  their  privileges ;  and,  so 
far  from  dreading  comparison,  they  left  their  people  to 
the  most  ample  discussion  of  political  doctrines.  From 
the  little  vegwd  paid  by  these  societies  to  himself,  Mr. 
Fox  argued  that  he  could  not  6e  actuated  by  any  partial 
regard  towards  them  ;  but  he  contended  strongly  for  the 
right  of  popular  discussion,  as  an  essential  and  salutary 
privilege  of  tllie  subject.  With  his  usual  candor,  he 
confes^  that  the  events  in  France  had  corrected  seve- 
ral opinions  which  he  previously  held ;  and  that  though 
when  a  boy  his  heart  revolted  at  die  observation  of 
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Cicero,  Ifdquisiimam  pacem  Justissimo  beUo  anUfero^ 
the  wisdom  of  the  achtiment  was  now  manifest  to  his 
mind.  He  could  hardly  frame  to  himself  the  Condition 
of  a  people,  in  which  he  would  not  rather  covet  to  con- 
/  tinue,  than  advise  them  to  fly  to  arms,  and  to  seek  re- 

dress through  the  unknown  miseries  of  a  revolution. 
But  the  more  he  was  weaned  from  such  experiments, 
the  more  he  abhorred  all  acts  on  the  part  of  government, 
which  tended  to  exasperate  the  people.  Wise  men, 
deliberately  weighing  the  relative  duties  of  goverament 
and  people,  would  recommend  incessant  conciliation* 
Never  had  England  been  so  happy  as  when  this  was 
J  the  case,  never  so  miserable  as  when  a  persecuting  sys- 

^  tem  had  been  adopted,  which    he  argued    with  great 

ability,  had  almost  uniformly  nourbhed  the  plant  it  intend^ 
ed  to  destroy. 


MR.  PITT. 

[To  prevent  mistake,  it  may  be  necessary  to  observe  that  Uie  fol- 
lowing character  is  taken  from  a  pamphlet  pubibhed  about  a  year 
•go.] 

The  character  of  Mr.  Pitt  was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  singular 
that  ever  existed.  With  few  talents,  and  fewer  virtues,  he  ac- 
quired and  preserved  in  one  of  the  most  trying  situadons,  and  in  sjate 
of  all  opposition)  the  highest  reputation  for  the  possesuoo  of  eveiy 
moral  excellence,  and  as  having  carried  the  attainments  of  eloquence 
and  wisdom  as  far  as  human  abilities  could  go.  This  he  did  (strange 
as  it  appears)  by  a  negation  (together  with  the  common  virtues)  of  the 
common  vices  of  human  nature,  and  by  the  complete  negation  of  every 
other  talent  that  might  interfere  with  the  only  one  which  he  possessed 
in  a  supreme  degree,  and  which  indeed  may  be  made  to  include  the  ap- 
pearance of  all  others— an  artful  use  of  words,  and  a  certain  dexterity 
of  logical  arrangement.  In  these  alone  his  power  consisted  ;  and  the 
defect  of  all  other  qualities,  which  usually  constitute  greatness,  coo- 
tributed  to  the  more  complete  success  of  these.  Having  no  strong 
feelings,  no  distinct  perceptions,  his  mind  having  no  link,  as  it  were, 
to  connect  it  with  the  world  of  external  nature,  every  subject  presented 
to  him  nothing  more  than  a  tabula  rasa^  on  wliich  he  was  at  liberty 
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to  lay  irhatever  colouring  of  language  he  pleased ;  hating  no  gene*, 
ral  principles,  no  comprehensive  views  of  things,  no  monJ  habits  of 
thinkkig,  no  system  of  action^  there  was  noUiing  to  Imder  him 
from  pursuing  any  particular  purpose,  by  any  means  that  offered ; 
^having  never  any  plan,  he  could  not  be  convicted  of  inconsistency, 
and  his  own  pride  and  obstinacy  were  the  only  rules  of  his  conduct. 
Having  no  insight  into  human  nature,  no  sympathy  wkh  the  passions 
of  men,  or  apprehension  of  their  real  designs,  lie  seemed  perfectly 
insenstt)le  to  the  consequences  of  things,  and  would  betieve  nothing 
till  it  actually  happened.  The  fog  and  haze  in  which  he  saw  every 
thing  communicated  itself  to  others ;  and  the  total  indistinctness  and 
uncertainty  of  his  own  ideas  tended  to  confound  the  perceptions  of 
his  hearers  more  effectually  thanthe  most  ingemous  misrepresentatkm 
could  have  done.  Indeed,  in  defending  his  conduct  he  never  seemed 
to  consider  himself  as  at  aU  responsible  for  the  success  of  his  measures^ 
or  to  suppose  that  future  events  were  in  our  own  power ;  but  that 
as  the  best-laid  schemes  might  fail,  and  there  was  no  providing  against 
all  possible  contingencies,  this  was  a  sufficient  excuse  for  our  |Sung(- 
ing  at  once  into  any  dangerous  or  absurd  enterprise,  without  the  leasl 
regard  to  consequences.  Hb  reserved  logic  confined  itself  solely  tothe 
poadbie  and  the  imfiouible  ;  and  he  appeared  to  regard  the  ftrobable  and 
improM>te^  the  only  foundation  of  moral  prudence  or  political  wis- 
dom, as  beneath  the  notice  of  a  profound  statesman  ;  as  if  the  pride 
of  the  human  intellect  were  concerned  in  never  entruMing  itself  with 
subjects,  where  it  may  be  compelled  to  acknowledge  its  weakness.* 
From  his  manner  of  reasoning,  he  seemed  not  to  Iavs  believed  that ' 
the  truth  of  his  statements  depended  on  the  reality  of  the  facts,  but 
that  the  things  depended  on  the  order  In  which  he  arranged  them  in 
words  :  you  would  not  suppose  him  to  be  agitating  a  serious  questiuii 
which  had  real  grounds  to  go  upon,  but  to  be  declaiming  upon  an 
imaginary  thesis,  proposed  as  an  exercise  in  the  schools.  He  never 
set  lumself  to'examine  the  force  of  the  objectbns  that  were  brought 

*  One  instance  may  serve  as  an  example  for  all  the  rest :— *When 
Mr.  Fox  last  summer  (I8O5)  predicted  the  failure  of  the  new  confe- 
deracy against  France,  from  a  consideration  of  the  circumstances  and 
relative  situation  of  both  parties,  that  is,  from  an  exact  knowledge 
of  the  actual  state  of  things,  Mr.  Pitt  contented  himself  with  an- 
swering—-and*  as  in  the  blindness  of  his  in&tuation,  he  seemed  to 
think  qtute  satisfactorilyr— ^«  That  he  could  not  assent  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  reasoning,  for  that  it  went  to  this,  that  we  were 
never  to  attempt  to  mend  the  utuation  of  our  affidrs,  because  in  so 
doing  we  mi^ht  possibly  make  them  worse.**  No  ;  it  was  not  on 
account  of  this  abstract  possibility  in  human  affairs,  or  because  we 
were  not  absolutely  sure  of  succeeding  (for  that  any  child  might 
know,)  but  because  it  was  in  the  highest  degree  probable,  or  morally 
'^citaiDjthat  the  scheme  would  fail;  and  leave  us  in  a  worse  situation 
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agfinst  Ws  D»ea«uiie«s  or  i^empled  to  e^tpblid^  tbein  upon  cle«r,  8Dli4 
groundtf  of  bis  own ;  bM(  <;on«tai»U^  cooleoted  himaelf  v/iih  fint 
grayeiy  st^ti^g  the  logic^^l  forn,  or  4U<^iiiin»9  to  whicfi  the  questioa 
i^uced  Usetff  and  then,  after  hmm  dcd^^ed  hi»  o{MnioB9  proceed- 
ed to  amuae  His  hearers  by  afl^ne3  ofrbetaricai  common  pl^pes,  con- 
nected lo£^tl|er  in  gnivet  soporous,  and  elaborately  eooatnicied  pe« 
riodst  iiftbcmt.efer  abe^g  their  real  application  to  the  aubject  in 
dispute.  TbttS)  if  any  m^aber  of  (he  icyppoaition  disapproved  of  any 
meaaurpt  and  er^orced  his  objeetioos  by  pointing  out  the  mmj  evils 
with  which  it  W9»  fraught)  or  the  difiE^ultiea  attending  its  fCKecatioD» 
his  only  ansyrer  waS)  ^^  that  it  was  troe  there  might  be  inconviences 
attending  the  measure  proposed,  but  we  were  to  remember,  that 
ev^7  eq^pedient  jthat  could  be  devised  might  be  said  to  be  nothkig 
more  than  a  choice  of  diSifi^ltieSy  i^  that  all  that  buman  pradeace 
could  do  Yf9i»  .to  consider  on  whkb  aide  the  advantagea  lay  ;  that  for 
bis  part,  he  cofSfceived  that  the  present  measure  was  attended  with 
'more  advantage*  and  fewer  disadvantages  than  any  other  thai  could 
be  adc^ted ;  that  if  w/s  were  dixreuted  from  our  object  by  every  ap- 
,  peamnce  of  difficulty,  the  wjb^els  of  government  would  be  clogged 
by  endless  4^1ayss  wid  imaginary  grievances ;  that  moat  erf  the  objec- 
tions m»de  to  this  meASMns  appeared  to  biin  to  be  trivial,  others  of 
them  unfounded  -wd  Imprcjbable ;  or  that  if  a  scheme  free  from  all 
these  obj^tiot^  couW  be  pnopgecd,  it  mi^  after  all  prove  ineffi- 
cient ;  while,  in  the  n^ean  tuno)  a  material  object  remabed  vnpro* 
vided  for,  or  the  opportunity  of  action  was  lost»"  Tbb  node  of 
reasQwdog  is  admirait^y  described  by  Hobbes,  in  speaQng  of  the 
writings  of  sopse  of  the  ^choolmen^  of  whom  he  says,  that  »  they 
had  teamed  the  trick  of  imposing  what  they  list  upon  their  readers, 
and  decUnine  the  force  of  tme  reason  by  verbal  forka ;  ^that  is,  dis- 
tinctions which  signify  nothing,  but.«erve  only  to  astonish  the,  mul- 
titude of  ignorant  men."  That  what  I  have  here  stated  comptd^nds 
the  whole  fierce  of  his  mind,  which  consisted  solely  in  this  eva^ve 
dexterity  and  perplexing  formality,  assisted  by  a  copiousness  of  words 

than  we  were  before,  that  Mr.  Fox  disapproved  of  the  attempt. 
There  is  in  this  a  degree  of  weakness  and  imbecility,  a  deflect  of  un-  ^ 
derstanding  bordering  on  idiotisip,  a  fundamental  ignorance  of  the 
Urst  principles  of  human  reason  and  prudencei  that  in  a  great  minister 
is  utterly  astonishing,  and  almost  uicredible.  Notliing  could  ctct 
drive  him  out  of  his  dull  forms,  and  naked  generalities ;  which,  as 
they  are  susceptible  neither  of  degree  nor  variation,  are  therefore 
equally  applicable  to  every  emergency  that  can  happen  :  and  in  the 
most  critical  aspect  of  affairs,  he  saw  nothing  but  the  same  flimsy  web 
of  remote  possibilities  and  metaphysical  uncertainty.  In  his  mind 
the  wholesome  pulp  of  practical  wisdom  and  salutary  advice  was  \ 
immediately  converted  into  the  dry  chaif  and  husks  of  a  miserable 
logic. 
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and  commoD'place  topics^  wilU  I  thinks  be  eTldent  to  any  ohe  who 
carefully  looks  over  his  specchesi  uodazzled  by  the  reputatbn  or 
piersonal  influence  of  the  speaker*  It  will  be  in  vain  to  look  in  then 
for  any  of  the  cotnmon  proofs  of  human  genius  or  wiitdonu  He 
has  not  left  behind  him  a  single  memorable  saying — not  one  profound 
maxioH-^one  solid  observation,  one  forcible  descripdoo«-H»ne  beau^ 
tiful  thought— -one  humorous  picture— one  affecting  sentiment.*  He 
has  made  no  addition  whatever  to  the  stock  of  human  knowledg|e« 
He  did  not  possess  any  one  of  those^  faculties  which  contribute  to 
the  instrucdbn  and  delight  of  mankbd— ^pth  of  understanding! 
ima^nationi  8enaibilitv>  witf  vivacity*  clear  and  solid  judgment* 
But  it  may  be  asked,  If  these  qualities  are  not.  to  be  found  in  him» 
wbere  are  we  to  look  for  them  ?  And  I  may  be  required  to  point 
out  mstances  of  them.  I  shall  answer  then,  that  he  had  none  of  Umi 
profound  legblative  wisdom,  piercing  sagacity,  or  rich,  impetuous,^ 
high-Vrrought  imagination  of  Burke  ;  the  manly  eloquence,  strong 
sense,  exact  knowledge,  vehemence  and  natural  simpUcity  of  Fox ; 
the  ease,  brilliancy,  and  acuteness  of  Sheridan.  It  is  not  merely, 
that  he  bad  Qot  all  these  qualities  in  the  degree  that  they  were  severally 
possessed  by  his  rivals,  but  he  had  not  Miy  of  them  in  any  degree. 
His  reasoning  is  a  technical  arrangement  of  unmeaning  common* 
places  ;  his  eloquence  merely  rhetorical ;  his  style  monotonous  and 
artificial.  If  he  could  pretend  to  any  one  excellence  in  an  eminent 
degree,  it  was  to  taste  in  composition.  There  is  certainly  nothing 
low,  ncxhing  peurilct  nothifig  far-fetched  pr  abhipt  in  his  speeches  i 
there  is  m  kind  of  foultless  regularity  pervading  them  throughout  $' 
but  in  the  confined,  mechanical,  passive  mode  of  eloquence  which 
he  adopted,  it  seemed  rather  more  difiicult  to  commit  errors  than  to 
avoid  them.  A  man  who  is  determined  never  to  move  out  of  tha 
beaten  road,  cannot  loose  his  way.  However,  habit  joined  to  the 
peculiar  mechanical  memory  which  he  possessed,  carried  this  correct* 
ness  to  a  degree  which,  in  an  extemporaneous  speaker,  was -almost 
miraculous  ;  he  perhaps  hardly  ever  uttered  a  sentence  that  was  not 
perfectly  regular  and  connected.  In  this  respect,  he  not  only  had 
the  advantage  ever  his  own  contemporaries,  but  perhaps  no  one  that 
f  ever  lived  equalled  him  in  this  singular  faculty.  But  for  this,  ho 
would  always  have  paMcd  for  a  common  man  ;  and  to  this  the  con* 
stant  sameness,  and,  if  I  may  so  say,  vulgarity  of  his  ideas,  must. 

*.  I  do  remember  one  passage  which  has  some  meaning  in  it.  At 
'  the  time  of  the  Regency  Bill,  speaking  of  the  proposal  to  take  the 
king's  servants  from  him,  he  says,  ^  What  must  that  great  personage 
feel  when  he  waked  from  the  trance  of  his  faculties,  and  asked  for  his 
attendants,  if  he  were  told  that  bis  subjects  had  taken  advanuge  of 
his  momentarv  absence  of  mind,  and  stripped  him  of  the  symbols  of 
his  personal  elevation.*'  There  is  some  grandeur  in  this.  His  ad« 
mirers  should  have  it  inscribed  in  letters  of  gold  }  for  th^  will  not 
find  another  instance  of  the  same  kind. 
Vol.  IIw  62 
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hKft  con6ibuted  not  a  little,  a»  there  war  nothing  lo  distract  hk 
mind  From  this  one  object  of  his  unintermitted  attention  ;  and  as 
even  in  his  choice  of  words  he  never  aimed  at  an^  thing  more  timn 
a  certain  general  propriety^  and  statel)r  unilbrmity  of  «tf  le.  Hb 
talents  were  exactly  fitted  for  the  situation  in  which  he  was  placed ; 
where  it  was  his  business,  not  to  overcome  others,  but  to  avoid  being 
overcome*  He  was  able  to  bafBe  opposition,  not  finom  strength  or 
firmness,  but  from  the  evasive  ambiguity  and  impalpable  nature  of 
bis  resistance,  which  gave  no  hold  to  the  rude  grasp  of  hia  oppo- 
Mlrta  \  no  force  Could  bind  the  loose  phantom,  and  his  mind  (thoi^> 
•«<  not  matchless,  and  his  pride  htuiUrfed  by  such  rebuke,**)  aooft 
rose  from  dafeat  unhurt, 

^  And  in  its  liquid  texture  mortal  wound 
<^  Receiv'd  no  more  than  can  the  fluid  air*." 


On  the  same  SubjecU 

Hb  stated  the  question  as  resolvbg  itself  into  the  simple 
consideration,  whether  the  danger  threatened  to  the  go- 

**  I  would  recommend  to  the  reader  a  masterly  and  unanswerable 
essay  on  this  subject  given  in  the  Morning  Post,  in  February,  I  SCO, 
from  which,  and  the  conversation  of  the  author,  most  of  the  above 
remarks  are  taken.  See  also  Dr.  Beddoes's  Letter  on  the  Public  Mer- 
its of  Mr.  PitL  I  will  only  add,  that  it  is  the  property  of  true 
geniuSf/to  force  the  admiration  even  of  enemies.  No  one  was  ever 
Sated  or  envied  for  his  powers  of  mind,  if  others  were  c<Mmnced  of 
their  real  excellence.  The  jealously  and  uneasiness  produced  in  the 
mind  by  the  display  of  superior  talents  almost  always  arises  from  a^ 
suspicion  that  there  is  some  trick  or  deception  in  the  case,  and  that 
Ive  are  imposed  on  by  an  appearance  of  what  is  not  really  there. 
True  warmth  and  vigour  communicate  warmth  and  vigour  ;  and  we 
are  no  longer  inclined  to  dispute  the  inspiration  of  the  oracle,  when 
Vc  feel  the  <*  fireeeru  Dtutm**  in  our  own  bosoms.  But  when*  without 
gaining  any  new  light  or  heat,  we  oifly  find  our  ideas  thrown  inte 
perplexity  and  confusion  b]^  an  art  that  we  cannot  comprehend,  this 
Js  a  kind  of  superiority  which  must  alwap  be  painfid,  and  can  ncrer 
be  cordially  admitted.  .  For  this  reason  the  extraordinary  talents  of 
Mr.  Pitf  were  always  viewed,  except  by  those  of  his  own  party, 
with  a  sort  of  jealously,  and  grudgingly  acknowledged  ;  while  those 
C>f  his  rivals  were  admitted  by  all  parties  in  the  most  unreserved 
mjwneri  and  cfuried^by  acclamation. 
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yemment  and  constitution  was  not  greater  than  tlhat  of 
placing  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  government  a  mor6 
than 'ordinary  degree  of  power,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
sisting a  very  dangerous  conspiracy.  It  had  not,  he 
said,  been  adverted  to  in  the  debatC)  that  the  bill  was 
limited  in  its  duration,  and  only  a  temporary  measure^ 
adapted  to  the  existing  ^vii,  and  was  to  continue  in  force 
little  more  than  six  months  ;  all  the  right8A>f  the  people 
and  &llthe  privilege  of  parliament  remaining  the  same, 
attaching  at  the  time  the  same  responsibility  upon  mi- 
nisters  to  which  they  were  liable  in  every  other  situation* 
and  equally  answerable  for  any  abuse  of  power.  Could 
any  gentleman  then  think  that  all  the  liberties  of  the 
subject,  and  all  the  privileges  of  parliament,  would  be 
annihilated  by  this  bill  ?  He  contended,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  present  measure  similar  to  those  if^ 
France,  under  the  influence  of  the  present  ruling  pow- 
ers  in  that  country,  miscalled 2l  government.  It  was,  he 
said,  unfair  to  impose  such  comparisons  upon  the  house ; 
in  the  present  instance  we  were  only  resisting  French 
crimes  by  opposing  to  them  French  principles.  An  ex« 
traordii;iary  kmd  of  ailment  had  been  used,  which  was^ 
that  because  all  the  measures  which  had  yet  been  taken 
had  proved  ineffectual,  they  were  not  to  persevere  in 
endeavouring  to  overcome  the  evil  by  more  efficacious 
means.  If  some  measures  had  not  been  already  taken« 
he  asked  whether  we  should  now  be  as  quiet  as  we  are? 
The  fact  was,  thejr  would  have  been  turned  much  faster 
to  the  same  scenes  of  mischief  which  were  opened  to 
their  view*  As  to  mild  and  moderate  remedies,  was  it 
to  be  supposed  that  a  jacobin  convention  once  establish- 
ed in  this  country  was  to  be  stopped,  or  its  conse- 
quences avoided,  by  indulgence  and  concession  ?  or  that 
they  were  fit  to  be  opposed  to  so  daring  an  attempt  on 
the  existence  of  the  constitution  ?  The  preservation 
of  the  British  constitution  would  be  impossible,  if  these 
societies  met  with  indulgence  or  concession.  Nothing 
would  satisfy  them  short  of  a  surrender  of  the  consdtu* 
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don«  Toteradcn  of  such  opinions  amounted  to  a  tolera- 
tion of  the  worst  species  of  anarchy,  sedition,  and  trea« 
9on.  With  respect  to  the  question  of  **  Where  arc  you 
to  stop  f  it  was  not  proper  that  the  limit  of  their  reme- 
^dies  should  ever  be  declared,  or  that  they  should  pro* 
nounce  this  the  last  remedy  to  which  they  could  recur, 
lie  would  however  say,  that  persecution  ought  not  in 
any  case  to  extend  beyond  what  the  real  necessity  of  the 
case  required,  and  the  temporary  remedy  in  the  present 
bill  might  be  supposed  the  best  in  the  present  case 
Respecting  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  the  proofs  for 
Aat  necessity,  and  the  nature  of  the  remedy  applied 
to  the  case,  he  conceived  the  house  was  perfectly 
satisfied ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  r^ght  of  the 
people  to  meet  for  legal  purposes  in  a  constitutional 
i^ay,  or  their  right  to  pethion  parliament  for  a  reform, 
liad  been  introduced,  since  those  pointa  had  never  been 

'  disputed,  Such  a  meeting,  however,  he  contendedt 
bore  np  resemblance  to  the  convention  proposed  by 
those  societies  ;  and  in  support  of  this  opinion  he  read 
extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  societies^  Mr.  Ktt 
argued  at  much  length  on  this  subject  to  prove  that  the 

^  convention  ^ras  intended  to  possess  a  power  paramount 
to  that  of  parliament,  Whether  or  not  the  report  con- 
tained any  thing  new,  was  little  to  the  purpose,  provided 
it  wa3  considered  to  substantiate  the  grounds  of  the  alarm* 
The  fact,  however,  was  otherwise.  Till  t^ie  seizure  of 
the  papers,  the  correspondence  with  the  club  at  Norwich 
was  unknown  ;  a  very  important  fact,  which  brought  to 
light  th^  general  design  of  a&sembiing  the  japobia  con- 
ventiofi.     What  was  known  two  years  ago  was  a  link 

^  of  the  chain,  which  reached  down  to  the  present  time. 
The  remedy,  he  said,  only  amounted  to  put  a  legal  re- 
straint  upon  criminal  actions ;  and  the  present  crime 
amounted,  in  his  opinion,  to  a  conspiracy  of  that  nature, 
which  was  perhaps  a  stronger  reason  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  than  the  cases  of  invasion 
flr  rf^beljion  so  frequently  alluded  to.    The  persona'  whp 
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composed  these  societies  were  of  a  very  dSfbrent  opi« 
nion,  he  said,  from  those  who  thought  the  present  mea* 
sure  ineffective  Tfor  they  had  declared  the  suspen^on 
of  the  habeas  corpus  bill  the  very  measure  which  should 
be  the  signal  for  them  to  assemble  thefr  convention ; 
and  therefore  it  became  the  more  necessary  to  pass  the 
bill  quickly,  to  prevent  their  taking  measures  te  evade 
its  operation. 


MIL  SHERIDAN. 


On  the  Suspension  %J  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act. 

Hi  prefaced  his  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  suspension 
act»  by  observing,  that  the  preamble  to  that  act  stated 
the  existence  of  a  treasonable  and  traitorous  conspiracy, 
and  appealed  to  the  house  whether  they  believed  its  pre- 
sent existence,  or  indeed  that  it  ever  did  exist.  Both 
were  necessary  to  warrant  the  cuitinuance  of  the  suspen- 
sion. The  plots,  he  averred,  were  the  mere  fabrica-^ 
tion  of  ministers,  which  was  evident  from  the  verdict  of 
juries.  He  further  charged  ministers,  from  a  letter  which 
he  produced,  and  which  was  one  of  several  sent  roundi^ 
with  having  made  use  of  a  degree  of  management  in 
forming  the  grand  jory,  by  whem  the  indictment  had 
been  found;  The  opinion  delivered  by  the  solicitoN 
general,  and  the  phrase  of  acquitted  fehn^  made  use 
ii  by  Mr.  Windham,  were  much  reprobated  and  ridiv 
cul^  by  Mr.  Sheri^n.  It  had  been,  he  said,  stated, 
that  a  person  might  be  charged  with  murder,  who  had 
only  been  guilty  of  house-breaking  ;  but  could  not  cer- 
1<^y  be  nid  to  be  innoeent^  because  the  first  diarger 


ID3  MR.  SHERIDAlf.  tA.  B.  ir9B^ 

Vfzs  not  proved.    But  dj4the  mea  latdy  tried  stand 
in  this  situation  ?    On  ttic  contraiy,  if  there  was  a  case 
in  which  the  verdict  of  a  juiy  could  -establish  the  in- 
jiocence  of  the  accused,  it  was  in  cases  of  treason.     Such 
a  charge  came  from  the  highest  authority,  and  with  a 
weight  and  influence  difficult  for  an  individual  to  resist* 
In  this,  criitte^ the  cduntry  was  both  party  and  ju^& 
With  respect  to  levying  war,  the  evidence  might  be  m« 
competent ;  but  as  to  the  charge  of  compassing  and 
imagining  the  king's  death,  the  intention  constituted  the 
crime.     That  no  pauis  had  been  spared  to  bring  home 
the  charges  in  the  late  trials,  was  insisted  upon  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  on  a  review  of  the  whole  proceedings.     The 
fees  to  professional  gentleman  retained  on  the  part  of 
the  crown,  were    stated  by  him  at  more  than  8,000 
pounds,  independent  of  the  solicitor  to  the  treasury  ; 
and  that  there  was  no  hesitation  in  collecting  •  witnesses, 
he  inferred,  from  207  being  summoned  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Joyce,  many  of  them  at  great  expense  and  loss  of 
t|me^    He  further  stated  the  formidabk  forced  of  the 
accused  party  ^  consisting  of  one  pike,  a  tee-toltun  in 
a  window. at  Sheffield,. a  camp  in  a  back  garret^  an  arse* 
Dal  providiod  with  nine  muskets,  and  an  exchequer  con- 
lUmilig  pioe  )ppiunds  and  one  bad  shilling  ;  all  of  which 
were  to  be  employed  a^inst  the  armed  force  and  esta* 
blished  government  of  Great  Britain.     Mr,  Sheridan 
«trenuou$ly  argued  against  the  svispension  of  the  habeas 
forpm  act,  as  suspending  the  whole  British  constitution ; 
and  urged  the  authorities  of  sir  Edward  Coke,  and  Judge 
Blackstone.     Sueli  a  measure  could  only  be  justified  by 
an  cmergenpys  which,  be  contended,  did  not  exist.     The 
evidence  eveii  of  sedition  appeared,  he  ^id,  in  so  ques* 
tioaable  a  shape,  as  ought  to  excite  suspicion  ;  it  was 
supported  by  a  system  of  espionage,  which  h^  been 
cs^ried  to  a  greater  extent  under  the.  present  administra- 
lion,  than  in  any. former  period  in  this  country.     In 
.  animated  terms  he  set  forth  the  mischiefs  arising  to  so- 
eiety  from  this  detestajble  pij^cticq,  ..  He  appealed  to  the 
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experience  of  the  house,  whether,  as  landlords,  masters, 
or  purchasers  of  different  commodities,  they  perceived 
in  the  people  any  spirit  of  insubordi;iation.  That  there 
.was  no  danger  existing  at  the  present  moment,  he  would 
not,  he  said,  assert ;  but  this  danger  arose  from  a  con- 
tempt spreading  amongst  the  people,  of  public  men  and 
public  measures.  To  reform  the  conduct  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  correct  abuses,  would  be  the  surest  means 
of  correcting  discontent,  and  to  render  the  further  sus- 
pension of  the  habeas  corpus  act  unnecessary.  Again 
adverting  to  the  late  trials,  Mr.  Sheridan  asserted,  that 
the  parties  had  only  imitated  what  had  been  done  in  the 
societies  in  1780.  "  If  then  (added  Mr  S.)  we  boast  of 
equal  laws,  and  these  men  are  to  be  considered  as  guilty 
of  high  treason,  Jet  us  have  some  retrospefctive  hanging  % 
and  whatever  in  that  case  may  happen  to  me,  his  ma- 
jesty will  derive  the  benefit,  since  he  will  get  rid  at  least 
of  a  majority  of  his  present  cabinet."  It  was,  he  said, 
re-echoed  from  every  quarter, — look  at  the  example  of 
France ; — this,  he  thought,  was  a  libel  on  the  character 
of  Great  Britain.  But  were  he  to  look  to  the  example 
of  France,  he  would  look  to  the  prodigality,  the  cor* 
ruption,  the  detestable  system  of  spies  and  informers, 
the  insolence  of  the  higher,  and  the  oppression  oi  the 
lower  orders,  which  had  distinguished  the  old  govern- 
ment of  France,  and  produced  all  the  evils  of  the  pre- 
sent system  ;  and  would  thence  be  taught  to  avoid  a  sys- 
tem of  terror  and  corruption,  to  give  back  to  thp  people 
their  rights  and  privileges,  which  rivetted  their  afiec^^ 
tion>  and  secured  their  obedience. 
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MR-  PITT. 


0n  the  Consideration  of  his  Majesty^ s  Message  respect- 
ing the  Imperial  Ijoan. 


Prop&ssed  himself  extremely,  happy  at  die  oppor- 
tunity afforded  by  his  majesty's  message^  to  dkuss  the 
general  principle  of  the  imperial  loan  ;  the  details  of 
the  measure  could  not,  however,  pos^bly  be  entered 
into  till  the  negotiation  was  concluded.  If  the  question 
now,  was  to  decide  whether  it  was  proper  for  his  ma- 
jesty  to  guarantee  a  loan  for  a  particular  purpose,  three 
pdlnts  were  to  be  considered, — ^the  utility  of  the  co-ope- 
ration of  Austria,  the  security  for  performance  of  the 
stipulations,  and  whether  the  risk  was  greater  than  the 
probable  advantage.  For  the  first,  the  general  policy  of 
the  measure,  he  stated  the  impossibility  of  procuring  peace, 
which  had  been  admitted  by  a  majority  of  the  house  ; 
the  powerful  exertions  which  had  been  recommended 
even  by  those  who  advised  negotiation  with  the  enemy, 
powerful  in  men  and  resources,  with  whom  we  had 
never  contended  so  successfully  as  when  our  maritime 
strength  had  been  aided  by  a  powerful  land  force  on 
the  continent.  It  was  necessary  to  oppose  to  them  the 
same  means  which  they  employed  against  us.  Such  was 
the  proud  situation  of  this  country,  that  money,  forces, 
and  a  navy,  were  to  be  found  in  Great  Britain  ;  if  there 
was  a  deficiency,  it  was  in  the  number  of  our  land  forces. 
For  these  we  must  look  to  some  great  power  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  and  to  whom  could  we  look,  but  to  the  emperor, 
both  from  his  extensive  meanS|  local  $ituation>  the  mi* 
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tttary  character  of  his  Buli|ectB,  and  hm  interest  in  the 
{H^osfeciitiQii  of  the  futsmt  contest  f  From  the  admissioA 
of  TaUien,  corvoborated  by  several  members  of  the  con** 
vention,  the  internal  pressbre  of  France  was  suchi  that 
it  could  ilot  Itmg  be  supported,  Unless  the  tmuss  of  papei* 
currency  was  reduced^  which  tould  only  be  efieeted  by 
the  reduction  of  the  military  force.  Was  It  then  wist 
to  abandon  that  mode  of  distressing  the  enemvi  which^ 
upon  their  own  confession,  will  have  the  most  suns  ope- 
ration? As  it  was  probable  the  king  of  Plrussia  would 
not  come  forward  with  the  same  force  as  in  the  last  eam^ 
paign,  this  was  a  ground  for  double  elcertions  on  out 
part.  The  question  was^  whether  or  not  we  would  be 
parties  to  the  French  scheme  of  policy^  by  allowing  the 
emperor  to  withdraw,  his  forces  for  want  of  pecuniary 
assistance?'  It  was  with  the  wish  of  pursuing  the  wat 
with  unabated  rancour  'iq;ainst  this  countty,  that  they 
desired  peace  with  the  other  powers  of  the  confederacy. 
The  proposition  was,  he  said^  attended  with  benefit  te 
the  navy,  in  £ivour  of  which  an  uoanisdous  sentiment 
had  penracbd  the  bousew  There  were  two  ways  by 
which  we  maintained  our  superiority  at  sea^^^rst,  by 
increasing -our  navy  to  its  utmost  extent,«-^nd  secondly^ 
pursuing  such  measures  as  would  tend  to  weaken  the 
naval  strength  of  the  enemy.  If,  by  the  assistance  given 
to  the  emperor,  he  could  bring  into  the  field  fiOO,000 
men,  the  French  could  not  pay  the  attention  to  their 
marine  which  they  otherwise  would.  With  respect  to 
the  objections  he  had  heard  against  the  measure,  the 
first,  '  as  to  the  reasonable  assurances  of  the  fulfiU 
ment  of  the  stipulations,  and  the  chance  of  the  burden 
felling  ultimately  upon  us,-^n  support  of  the  first,  an 
argument  had  been  adduced,  whidi,  if  carried  to  its 
extent^  would  end  in  the  annihilation  of  every  system  of 
alliance.  Were  we  never  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
any  monarch,  because  one  had  broken  his  fiuth  ?  The 
general  grounds  of  alliance  between  nations,  Mr.  Pitt 
stated  to  be  confidence  in  their  good  feith^  a  common 
Vol.  II.  63 
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iiltenest^  and  aa  atipareat  waaext  incliMitkin  lo'&IS 
iheir  engagemeiits.  On  these  groimds  he  defended  tfae 
fiinoerity  pf  Austria,  and  vindicated  thecfaaracttr  of  that 
court,  except  during  a  period  of  tivo  years,  which  had 
been  a-depsrture  from  her  general  conduct  It  :wbs  the 
interest  of  the  emperor  to  fi&lfil  his  engageasents^  and 
pride  and  hosiour  caUed  upon  him  to  exert  himseC 
with  efiect«  There  was  every  reason,  to  believe  the  em« 
peror  perfectly  disposed  to  a  co<>operalion  with  us.  This 
lyas  manifest  from  his  applying  to  borrow  money  at  a 
large  rate  of  interest,  after  halving  been  burdened  witb 
the  expences  of  three  campaigns,  and  after  his  having 
joined  us  in  the  defence  of  Holkad  and  the  Rhine ;  and 
lie  was  now  making  the  greatest  exertions  to  obt^n  pe- 
cuniary aid  in. his  own  dominions.-  As  to  the  security* 
was  Uve  sum  of  sil^tnilUons  to  be  put  in  6ompetitioa 
with  the  acquisition  of  the  whole  Austrian  force  ?  Com- 
paring the  sum.  with  the  assbtance  required,  it  was  pur- 
chasing assistance  very  reasonably.  The  force  of  Aus- 
tria, without  our  assistance,  must  remain  inactive ;  which, 
even  if  the  whole  of  this  expeoce  feU  upon  us,  it  would 
not  be  wise  or  politic  to  suffer.  He  further  argued  the 
improbability  of  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  \axX  of  Austria, 
from  her  situation  in  Europe,  which  rendered  it  impco- 
,  babl^  she  could  do  without  loans  on  future  occasions, 
which  a  failure  in  the  present  instance  must  prevent  her 
obtaining.  Mr.  Pitt  insisted  upon  the  advantage  of  con- 
tinental connections,  and  added,  that  the  treaty  would 
contain  stipulations,  that,  for  every  300  pounds  advanced, 
an  obligation  for  400  pounds  upon  the  ban^  of  Vienna 
would  be  transmitted  to  this  country ;  and  the  emperor 
might  be  sued  in  his  own  couits.  He  concluded  by 
moving  an  address,  thanking  his  majesty  for  the  commu- 
nication of  the  state  of  the  negotiation, — that  when  his 
majesty  shall  be  enabled  to  lay  before  the  house  the  re- 
sult and  the  arrangement  relative  to  the  temporary  ad- 
vances made  in  the  latter  part  of  the  campaign,  they 
should  proceed  further  to  consider  !t;  that  in  the  mean 
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time,  the  house  entertSHhed  a  strong  sense-  of  the  ad- 
vantiiges  td  be  derived  from  the  co-operation  of  an  Aus- 
trtan  %nny  in  the  next  campaign,  and  that  if  it  should 
appear  that  this  advantage  may  be  secured  by  enabling 
his  majesty  to  guarantee,  under  proper  conditions,  a 
loan  to  be  raised  by  the  ctnperor,  to  such  an  amount  as 
may  be  reasonaUe  and  proportioned  to  his  efforts,  the' 
adoption  of  such  a  measure  may  be  essentialty  condu-* 
cive  to  the  interests  of  his  majesty's  subjects  at  this  time,' 
and  to  the  great  object  of  re-establishing  the  pe^ce  and 
tranquillity  of  these  kingdoms,  and  of  Europe. 


MR.  GREY- 


On  m&oing  for  Peace: 


He  premised  his  motion  by  a  long  and  laboured 
speech,  in  which  he  considered  the  vast  importance  of 
tlie  question,  which  was  to  be  decided  on  the  broad 
basis  of  national  interest,  as  it  affected  the  happiness, 
the  safety,  poasibly  the  very  existence  of  the  country. 
He  observed,  that,  after  two  years  pf  war,  which  had 
drained  this  country  of  its  blood  and  treasure,  we  did' 
not  appear  to  be  one  point  nearer  to  the  object  for  which 
it  was  undertaken,  ^rrom  the  words  of  the  minister  oa 
a  former  occasion,  Mr.  Grey  inferred,  that  the  war 
was  a  war  usque  ad  intemedontm^  and  that  nothing 
short  of  the  utter  ruin  of  this  country  would  induce  him 
to  treat  for  peace.  *  It  was  his  intention,  by  the  present 
motion,  to  put  the  point  at  issue,  whether  this  opinion 
was  countenanced  by  the  house.    It  vras  the  duty  of 
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the  hoHisf  to  laj  uMte  esyeiy  ^or^  prefiidieei  Mil 
iiiostty,  ^U  artifice  and  myftwy,  aiki  dtclBf^  to  thr  pei»* 
fie  tbe '^ger  m^  vliieh  they  weee ^rartenod.  The 
French  also  had  a  right  to  enpoet  theihouae  *tOfOoi»e  lo 
a  decision,  and  to  koow^  againsgft  whiat  they  were  %htiag. 
They  oughti  ta  hnow  whether  they  had  the  right  of  dD- 
terminvae  upo*  their  ow«  form  of  goMnuMm;  and,  faf 
housing  out  a  ploeahle  dJ»poaitioA»  ihey  woidd  see  who* 
ther  t&y  are  midsd  by  then"  own  rtak9%  should  they 
1>e  averse  to  patHifio  moasuves.  It  wa&  abo  neccasavy 
to  the  miniHer  to  know  whether  the  house  was  pr^ored 
to  go  to  the  lengths  he  chose.  Were  he  to  pursue  his 
own  wishes,  he  should  move  for  an  immediate  negotta* 
tion  with  France ;  but  the*  preaaat  motion  oiAy  went  to 
render  it  possible  for  the  French,  if  so  disposed,  to  nego- 
tiate wirb  us.  The  miaister  had  declared  the  wording  of 
the  present  motion  satisfactory,  and  he  therefore  hoped 
that  the  question  would  not  be  evaded.  He  reverted  to 
the  thanks  of  the  house  which  had  been  voted  to  his  ma- 

1*esty,  December  1792,  posterior  to  the  deposition  crf'the 
French  king,  for  abataioing^  frcMi  interfering  with  the  in- 
ternal aflhirs  of  France,  to  evince,  that,  though  their 
conduct  was  as  objectionable  as  it  could  now  be,  and 
their  goveriB^ment  republican,  we  had  not  thovg^  it  in* 
compatible  with  our  safety :  qqt  did  be  remember  any 
decisiori  of  the  hoi,ise  which  b^d  negatived  that  opinion* 
tt  was  not  his  iatention  to  propose  any  thing;  inooropati- 
ble  with  what  the  bouse  had  already  done ;  hut  it  be^ 
came  that  assembly  to  consider  whether  they  would  im- 
pose upon  themselves  that  re^x)n8ihility  whiek  hsd  hi- 
therto been  attaqhed  to  adtninistration  solely*  He  con- 
tended that,  though  the  declaraliooa  of  war  had  ariaea 
from  the  Fwjncht  we  had  pfovoked  it.  If  the  house 
l)elieved  that  the  existence  oC  this,  cqiintry  dqiended 
upon  foFciog  the  French  to  tf^aifdcKi  their  present  g«>. 
vernment,  he  cotukl  have  wthing  to  o^er  ag^nst  our 
frying  tp  acqooi|ilishit ;  but  he  thought  tlie  qpiftiarv^  and 
saw  nqihiofl:,  to  jjr^qlude  oujr  tre«ting  with  thcau     With* 
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out  «ii(eri9ginl(^1be  qmsdbifcof  tl^riftlheof  onoiialioiitd 
into^fmwilh  ttelnMiuiigomfniiitncof  anoter — snp- 
vming  the  ikatntodM*  oi  the  pvescnt  goTerameiit  of 
Fnorae  wm  a  desivMe  joiicei  to.  tttis  comtry,  k  be« 
oanie-  ub  to  iilquijre  into  the  prdhabje  okanoe  of  siiccessi 
Tkb  cKttme^  he  undorslkMJv  wn  derived  from  the  pos« 
aibiKt^  of  a  couBler^revokitioii^  and  thd  voAvkcA  stalo 
mt  thdir  reaMrteii     The  podple  of  France^  were,  fae  coa- 
teodsd*  too  firmljr  attached  to  a  rep4bHoaii  govenmicii^ 
to  belikdgr  to  give  it  up^  however  they  mighY  change 
tiietr  kadm  %  and  the  .modefatiotk  oC^  their  peseot  gomro^ 
ment  affiwded  little  hopes  of  each  4  sumndef.    AHr 
hopOB  :of  a  coiinliBr^enrQkrlioa  were,  he  conteiidrd,  ill* 
foaaded  aad  fidlacious*    A  depcadenceiipon'  the  decay 
of  theif  fitiaaaea»  was,  he.contended,  eqiudly  ilNfoundadL 
dodiw  ithe:Aflaeriean.w«r  andthe  fNreteot,  the  afairs 
of  tha  Totiaik  wiere  ia  the  hands  oi  persons  unaUe  to 
dtatiogiilsh  between  the  idhcy  of  imperfect  oalciilatiKmsy 
and.  the  energy  and.  catbisiasm  of  a  neopte  stroggling 
finr  freedom.    From  the'  report  of  Johaasiot   to    the 
Fscach  ooiwention  eanoeming  the  fiaancea  of  France, 
Mr.  Grey  eoitteoded  that  the  resources  of :  that  countrf 
were  verjcgrealty  superior  tothoae  of  Ameriea«  during  the 
war  agmiat  that  couatry*  The  most  exaggerated  aocoimt 
of  the  prabaUe  debt  of  Frsnee  amounted  onfy  to^  four 
boadred  and  twenty  niillions  (about  one  hmidred  mit 
lions  beyond  the  trath ;)  and  the  vahiQ  of  their  landed 
estate  IMS  adaiitted  tobe  above  aiar  hundred  tniUions 
sterlings     With  this,  was  to^  be  considered  die  addition 
of  the  money  of  HoUmd^  the  popuhition  of  France, 
i^ich  waa  espial  to  that  of  ohr«sixth«  of  the  whole  of  £u« 
n|ie,  and  thr  dtstraeted  and  hnpovcrishei  staee.  of  our 
idliesi^     Ow  own  rcsousees  were,  be  doubted  not,  equate 
to  ereny  AingytO'WhiQh  they  ought  tabs  applied;  $ut 
note^al  t»t£e  conquest  of  France,  oi^  to  a  war  of  ag-^ 
For  the  ejihauated  atkte  of  the  emoeror^s: 
Jie  appealed  to  hia  own  memorial'  sdoifessed 


id  the  eif^fo^oftti^Uji^  Rbme;  1(%ilnit-dien  fitm 
him, — from  the.  ItalbnMMies,*Whei  kmgs  <  tf '  Stf^Aida, 
Kapics, .  and  SpaiQy*'^)^^  itom^  our*' dfafflattefat  'al^iice 
with  xhq  empress  of  Ho^sia;^  jdbat  'we  expected  Mristaiice  ? 
Or  was  it  from:  our  gbod  ^(^eraian  lilly,  who  had  taken 
twebe  hundi^'  thmtead  vpolNdb  oProor '  T^^  who 
had  not  iNrdught  ioto  the  fieldthe  sisty*two  thousand  men 
for  wfatch^  he'  sitipMialtd  <  iivho-imi-  denied  our  right  to 
ODmmaind  any  of  the  Prussihn  troops,  and  eonttoded 
that  th^y  ought  not  to  march  against  the  French,  but  to 
Temaio  to  ddjbnd.'.  Gemiany..  The  strongest  reason 
nrhich  a  great!  nataori  epiild  hsveffoi' war,  was  the  de-^ 
ftnce  of  its  honour;  this;  be  contended,  wehadso  fidty 
vhidicatdd,.  asc/to  ae^ure  ds  4jrom  liiitudv  iiiai^'.  Tl^ 
tfecree  oftihe  oonwpKtoni  NoYcsiber  i9$  VfMi,  wasno^ 
bar  to  a  tiegoimtioB,  as. that  dcdamtton  halbeen  repeal, 
ed,  and  foUowed  by  a.c^nlifaryrdocAn-atioo;  •  It  had 
been  stated  tfaaft  there  had^beisn;  periods  at  «(hleh: «  ne- 

Sitiation  coaU  cpmrnenco..  It  was  m  propcnperiod  at 
e  time ,  the.  tnistmderalaBding ;  commenced  ' 4rith  this 
country;  and  aD  several  tinios  t^hen  we  taRdrrhten'soe.' 
ipssfuitiiQQfW  negotiation  tmght'hare  been  begutt.  -This 
had  been:  repntediy  advised-  from  4ps  sjkle  ihc  hooae: 
and  thus,  much  miser}ii  might /bare  bem^  pRrrented. 
While  MWie  possessed  great  power  and  great  resbnroes, 
was.  theituae  for  ncg^ation.  ^oUtdtMs  Fventh*  pro- 
ceed  k)  thdr  rapid  career  iof  conquest,  it  >woQld  iiot-1»e 
easy.  Were  «ven  the  house  wiUing  to  trust  ministers 
with  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  would  tlar  minister  de-> 
dare  he  could,  trust  the:  allies?  This;  therefore,  was 
a  time  for  negotiation.;  and  should  our  aticynpts  of  that 
nature  poore  fruitless,  the  house  und  the  people -woidd 
cheerfully  ooncur  in  a  vigorous proseeutiM'  afthe  war; 
and  we  should  then  itsembte  France' in  the 'only  point 
in  Mrhichshe  was  to-be  envied;*— the  tinasiimity*of  «the 
people  with  their  govcsrnibent.  As  additional  masons, 
Mr»  Grey  noticed  the  debates  in  (he  diet  at  JRacMmo, 
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in  whtth  all  putieB.  agreed  for  dverturea  to  the  eacftny, 
exctpt  the  dector  of  Haaovcr,  and  the  laadgrave  of 
Hesae,^— and  the  capture  of  HoUaiid. . 


MR.  FOX. 


Cn  the  State  qfthe  Nation* 

His  design' had  been,  he  siid,  not  ta  induce  the  dis^t 
cussion  of  w'hat  had  alreitdy  been  discnssed,*  but  to  in^ 
quire  into  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  general.  It  was 
perfectly  consistent  in  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house  to  say  they  did  not  wish  an  inquiry  : — an  •  inquiry 
was  Kkdy  to  Influence  the  opinion  of  the  house  upon 
the  conduct  of  ministers;  and  an  addr^s  to  the  thtone 
for  their  removal  wottld  be  the  probable  result.  >  But 
rather  than  they  should  lose  their  places,  was  the  coun- 
try to  be  lost?  A  hint  had  been  insinuated,  that  if  the 
minister  and  his  associates  were  dismissed,  neither  his 
majesty  nor  the  puUic  would  look  to  the  supporters  of  the 
present  motion  for  their  assistance.  Was  the  war  to  be 
carried  on,  even  by  more  able  ministers,  upon  the  saoace 
principles  hitherto  avowed,  and  for  the  same  object,  there 
was,  be  said,  nothing  his  majesty  cbuM  offer  to  him, — 
nothing  that  any  prince  in  Kurope  could  offer  to  him,— - 
that  coukl  induce  Mm  to  take  any  share  in  it.  Mr.  Fox 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  ministers  hete  not  being  answer- 
able for  the  declarations  of  ministers  abroad  ;  and  the 
assertion  that  on  enquiry  they  would  be  found  to  have 
acted  properly  respecting  neutral  nations,— when  all 
inquiry  was  refused.  With  respect  to  the  motion  l)eing 
mis'timedy  his  side  of  the  house  had  not,  he  said,  bcei). 
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ne^gent  in  foringiiif;  forwftrfl  qtwtiato  i^n  Ae 
Hg  denied  havitig  introduced  tlie  present  ikiotion  an  ac« 
count  of  afiairs  in  Irehmd^  and  appealed  to  the  tisne  in 
which  notice  of  it  had  been  given,  in  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion ;  but  thought  a  full  investigation  of  that  business  of 
great  importance.    The  cabinet  certainly  interfered  in  the 
affairs  of  that  country ;  and  he  wished  to  know  upon 
what  principle  it  should  do  so,  more  than  the  parlia- 
ment of  this  country.     He  had,  he  said,  been  told  he  en- 
dangered Ireland  by  such  an  inquiry  ;  but  wi&hed  to  know 
who  most  endangered  it—he  who  respected  both  that 
and  this  country  as  much  as  any  man  in  that  house;  or 
those  who  conducted  themselves  as  if  they  had  no  re- 
gard to  the  interest  of  either,  when  in  competition  with 
^their  own  ^wer  ?  The  rig^  honourable  gentleman  says, 
(added  Mr.  Fox,)  that  my  condiuct,  if  not  counteracted, 
tends  to  lower  the  dignity  of  this  country.     That  a  man, 
who  has  himself  so  lowered  the  dignity  of  this  country, 
who  has  brought  it  to  the  vergt  of  ruin  by  the  obstinacy 
and  the  madness  of  his  conduct,  should  presume  even  to 
thank  that  any  man  else  could  lower  it  more  than  he  has, 
is,  I  own,  rather  extraordinary.     I  desire  to  know,  and  I 
ask  the  minister  to  inform  me,  if  he  can,— I  ask  any  man 
in  this  house  to  inform  me^^-whon  it  was  that  I  endea* 
Youred  to  lower  the  dignity  of  tUs  country  ?  He  alluded 
to  the  present  war,^«-wbat  has  been  his  oonduci^  and 
what  did  I  advise  this  house  upon  that  siibjea  ?  I  wouU 
have  o&red  reasonaUe  terms  to  France  before  the  war 
commenced;  and  for  that  purpose  I  proposed  a  tiq(o« 
tiation :  he  affected  to  disdain  it«    What  has  been  the 
event  ?  Will  even  he  himseUf  now  attempt  to  say^  that 
there  is  a  chance  c^.  making  so  good  a  peace  at  this  tune 
as  we  might  have  had  then  ?  Does  he  even  hope  he  can 
ever  negotiate  with  the  French  in  a  situation  fess  disho- 
nourable to  us  than  the  presmt  ?   I  would  have  negoti- 
ated with  them  before  a  fight.     He  must  negotiate  after 
a  fight,  and  after  a  defeat  too,  if  he  negotiates  at  all.    I 
would  have  negotiated  with  them  while  we  ware  rich  in 
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our  resouites^  tad  our  commerce  \VaM  tntitti  He  must 
negotiate  when  both  are  desperately  impaired.  I  would 
have  negotiated  before  our  allies  were  defeated,  and 
while  they  were  yet  supposed  to  be  in  union.  He  must 
negotiate  after  victory  hi|3  declared  in  favour  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  allies  have  bpen  deserting  us  and 
abandoning  ono^  another*  After  this,  that  such  a  man 
could  possibly  suppose  he  is  supporting  the  dignity  of 
this  country,  ^nd  that  he  should  put  himself  on  a  foot- 
ing  .with  any  gentleman  who  has  not  the  misfortune  to 
be  in  the  present  administration,  is  an  extraordinary 
thing ;  but  it  is  an  assumption  of  merit  which  is  peculiar 
to  his  migesty's  present  council.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  I  reflect^  that  in  every  thing 
I  ever  proposed,  I  have  supported  the  dignity  of  this 
country ;  I  regard  it  as  a  cvcumstance  of  good  fortune 
to  me,  that  I  never  gave  ^an  opinion  by  vihich  orie  drop 
qf  British  blo^  was  shed^  or  any  of  Us  treasure  squan* 
dered.  The  nght  honourable  gentleman  has  insmuatedi 
that  neitjier  I  nor  those  with  whom  I  act  ever  mention 
the  glory  of  the  British  arms*  The  fact  is  notoriously 
otberwi8e,-^we  have  been  proud  to  praise  them*  Is  i| 
endurable,  then^  to  bear  a  man  accuse  others  of  endea* 
vouring  to  lower  the  dignity  of  this  coui^,  when  we 
ue  doing  all  we  can  to  save  it|  and  are  c^ling  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  that  man  who  has  Drought 
us  to  the  very  last  stakci  with  which  we  are  now  con* 
tending  for  our  existence  ?  and  shall  it  be  still  a  ques** 
tion  who  is  the  best  friend  of  the  honour  of  Great  Bri-** 
tain  ?  But  I  wish  again  to  ask,  if  this  committee  be 
not  granted,  what  am  I  to  say  to  my  constituents  if  they 
aak— ^Who  are  the  allies  of  thb  country ^-^what  is  our 
relative  situation  with  the  king  of  Prussia,^-*«what  with 
the  empewr,— *what  has  been  the  conduct  of  administra«^ 
tion  with  regard  to  the  war,'-^what  is  the  situation  of 
Ireland  ?  To  aU  these  (Questions  I  Can  only  answer, 
"  I  cannot  tell  you  any  of  these  thmgs.  The  house  of 
Vol.  II'.  64 
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eommons  would  not  graj\t  me  an  inquiry ;  they  vent 
hand  in  hand  with  the  minister. 


MR.  PITT. 


Qn  moving  the  Order  qf  the  Day  for  taking  into  consi- 
.   deration  his  majesty^s  Proclamations  of  October  31, 

and  /November    4,    1795,  for  preventing  SetUtious 

Meetings. 

t 
Hb  painted  in  glowing  colour^  the  strong  impressions 
which  the  crimii^  and  outrageous  insult  committed  upon 
his  majesty  in  person,  on  the  first  day  of  the  session, 
had  made  upon  the  minds  of  all  his  subjects ;  and  re- 
marked, that  those  outrages  proceeded  from  circum- 
stances upon  which  he  meant  to  ground  the  proceedings 
of  that  night.  If,  under  this  first  impression,  every  man 
should  think  himself  called  upon,  by  the  affection  he 
owed  to  the  person  of  the  sovereign,  to  apply  a  remedy 
to  tliose  very  alarming  symptoms  (which  he  presumed 
would  be  the  case)  another  impression  Would  arise  out 
of  it,  equally  forcible,  namely,  that  thy  should  do  this  busi* 
*ness  but  by  halves,  \£  they  directed  their  attention  solely 
to  that  separate  attack  upon  the  person  of  his  majesty, 
and  not  to  those  formidable  circumstances  which  were 
connected  with  it  in  point  of  principle,  and  which  pro- 
duced it  in  point  of  fact.  If  tfie  house  meant  such  enor- 
mities should  be  totally  averted,  they  should  adopt  some 
means  to  prevent  those  seditious  assemblies,  which  serv- 
ed as  vehicles  to  faction  and  disloyalty,  which  fanned  and 
kept  alive  the  flame  of  disuffectioui  and  filled  the  minds 
Qf  the  people  with  discontent. 
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His  motion  was  not,  therefore!  to  alter  or  enforce  the 
laws  for  the  king^s  safety,  because  the  other  house  had 
then  before  them  a  bill  to  that  effect :  but  to  prevent 
those  meetings  to  which  all  the  mischiefs  he  had  men- 
tioned might  be  attributed. 

The  meetings  to  which  he  alluded  were  of  tWo  de-» 
scriptions;  the  first,  under  a  pretext  of  petitioning  par- 
liament for  rights  of  which  they  affected  to  be  deprived, 
agitated  questions,  and  promulgated  opinions,  hostile 
to  the  existing  government,  and  tending  to  bring  it  inU> 
disrepute  wiUi  the  people*  The  other  description^ 
though  less  numerous,  not  Jess  public  nor  less  dangerous 
was  concerted  evidenliy  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating 
unjust  ground  of  jealousy  and  discontent,  and  of  encou- 
raging the  people  to  acts  of  even  treason  itself.  Both 
these  required  some  strong  law  to  prevent  them ;  for  if 
the  arm  of  the  executive  government  was  not  strength* 
ened  by  such  a  law,  they  would  be  continued,  if  not 
to  the  utter  ruin,  at  least  te  the  disgrace  of  the* 
country. 

No  man  would  deny  the  right  of  the  people  to  ex- 
press their  opinions  on  political  mea  and  measures,  and 
to  discuss  and  assert  their  right  of  petitioning  all  the 
branches  of  the  legislature ;  but  it  ^vas  the  duty  of  the 
house  to  prevent  these  privileges  from  being  made  a 
pretext  for  subvening  the  established  government  of  the 
country.  He  confe^ed,  however,  that  it  was  neces*^ 
sary  to  proceed  with  caution  in  this  business,  lest,  on 
the  one  hand,  they  should  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the 
people,  or,  on  the  other,  suffer  the  abuse  of  those 
rights  to  Ipecome  the  instrument  of  their  total  extinction* 
This  matter  ought  to  be  attended  to  in  the  detail ;  but' 
the  house  would  see,  that  at  present,  the  real  question 
was,  •*  Did  not  the  pressure  of  the  moment  call  for 
•some  remedy?** 

According  to  the  best  opinions  he  could  collect,  the 
great  point  wanted,  then,  was  a  more  clear  and  defined 
power  in  the  mapstrate,  to  disperse  and  put  an  end  t# 
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fill  meetings  likely  to  be  productive  of  cooseqmiices  such 
^  wfsre  alre^(}y  mentionedU  He  by  no  meara  mettit  this 
power  of  dispersion  to  extend  to  meetings  ob^oudj 
lawful,  and  held  for  Ifg^l  purposes }  but  that  in  eveiy 
case  of  a  numerous  meeting,  of  whatever  iMiturei 
or  under  whatever  colour,  notice  should  be  given,  so  as 
to  enable  the  magistrate  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over 
their  proceedingSrv^to  recogniae  the  power  of  the  magis* 
trate  to  be  present  at  such  meetings,  and  to  enforce 
penalties  on  those  who  should  obstruct  him  in  doing  so ; 
l^nd,  on  whatever  prete}tt  the  meeting  might  be  held,  if 
|t  appeared  to  be  of  a  kind  that  was  likely  to  pramose 
sedition  against  government,  to  invest  the  magistrate 
with  a  power  to  apprehend  the  persons  on  the  sppt**— to 
inake  ^ny  obstruction  to  the  magistrate  felony-r--and  to 
^  Snake  a  provision,  that  if  arresting  should  not  be  found 
sufficient  to  disperse  the  meeting,  they  should  be  dis* 
persed  in  t^e  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  penal- 
ties,  as  these  contained  in  tl^e  Riot  Act,  This  sum- 
mary  power  in  the  map;istrate,  while  it  would  still  leave 
to  the  people  the  fair  right  to  petition,  on  the  one  hand, 
wouldf  on  the  other,  prevent  the  abuse  of  it,  This,  he 
said)  was  the  outline  of  the  bill  he  meant  to  propose. 

Under  the  other  description  of  meetings,  through 
whiclfthe  minds  of  the  people  were  poisoned,  fell  those 
of.  publ|c  lecturers,  who  made  the  dissemination  of  se- 
dition the  source  of  a  livelihood.  To  them  he  thought 
it  would  be  proper  to  apply  regulations,  somewhat  like 
those  that  passed,  about  fourteen  years  before,  in  an  act 
which  W9S  called  Mansfield^s  Act,  and  by  wh^ch  al) 
houses  wlierein  improper  meetings  were  held  on  a  Sun- 
day, were  to  be  treated  as  disorderly  houses.  And,  to 
^void  evasion,  the  clause  should  apply  to  every  house 
■whereii^  any  people  meet,  *^  exceeding,  by  a  certain 
yiumber  to  be  stated  in  the  act,  the  real  family  of 
the  house*'*  So  eotivinced  ^m  I,  said  he,  that  there 
cto  be  but  one  feeling,  and  one  (Opinion,  that  some 
measure  pf  this  kin^  is  nece^saiy ;  l^ere  q.  cr^  ^ 
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htwrt  on  the  e^^pwie  mJSt]  and  so  Utdc  am  I  shaken 
in  that  conviction*  fay  the  adverse  vociferation  of  ^*  hear  ! 
hear  /*'  that  I  am  sure  I  should  but  shew  a  distrust  of 
the  cause  if  1  said^y  more.  I  will  therefore  only  move, 
*^  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more 
efectually  preventing  seditious  meetings  and  assemi- 
Wies," 


MR.  FOX^ 


On  the  same  subject. 

Hk  said  that  he  felt  as  much  horror  at  the  attempt 
which  h^  been  made  a^inst  his  majesty  as  any  man  m 
this  kingdom ;  but  he  did  not  think  he  should  express 
well  his  feelings  if  he  declared  that  his  indignation  at 
what  happened  even  on  that  day,  was  more  wan  ^Qual 
to  what  he  felt  from  what  he  had  heard  that  night.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ought  to  shew  the  necessity 
of  the  bill  he  proposed ;  if  he  meapt  to  ground  the  ne* 
cessity  upon  t^e  assumption  that  what  happened  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session  was  iq  consequence  of  what  passed 
at  the  meetings  to  which  he  had  alluded,  he  believed 
he  would  fail  in  the  attempt.  It  was  said  there  was  a 
seditious  meeting  held  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  metropolis  a  few  days  before  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament;  that  at  such  meeting  very  alarming  proceed- 
ings had  taken  place,  striking  at  the  ver)'  existence  of 
parliament  itself.  If  such  meetings  were  held,  and  such 
speeches  were  made,  the  speakers  were  amenable  to 
the  law,  and,  when  proved  |;uilty,  were  liable  to  ade- 
quate punishment.  But  this  bill  was  to  proceed  upon  the 

*  It  is  a  little  singular  that  an  adverse  vociferation  should .  not 
shake  a  man  in  his  conviction  of  unanimity.  I  should  suppose  he 
^ould  llaxdif  kart  njd  tills*  i 
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flimsy,  pretext,  that  all  the  violence  abd  outrage  tiiat  had 
been  offered  to  his  majesty,  was  the  result  of  diis  meet- 
ing ;  of  which  there  was  not  the  colour  of  a  proof. 

.  It.  had  been  asked,  Whethw  the  house  should  not  en- 
deavour to  prevent  the  repetition  of  stich  an  insult  f 
Undoubtedly  it  should^  But  then  it  should  be  upon 
evidence.  And  here  the  right  of  persons'  meeting  any 
where,  to  consult  on  public  measures,  was  to  be  afiected 
in  consequence  of  what  happened  to  his  majesty  on  the 
^  first  day  of  the  session,  although  there  was  no  evidence 
to  prove  that  the  outrage  arose  from  any  proceedings 
that  were  had  at  any  public  meeting  previous  to  that  day. 
Whatever  some  persons  might  think  to  the  contrary,  the 
proclamation  was  not  evidence :  many  had  thou^t  pro- 
clamations to  be  the  acts  of  ministers  for  certsun  pur- 
poses of  their  own,  for  the  increase  of  power. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  proposed  the 
bin,  spoke  with  ease  on  the  rights  of  the  subject,  as  if 
he  intended  to  bring  the  public  to  submit  to  the  most 
rigid  despotism.     These  might  be  provided  for  in  the 
detail  of  the  bill.   In  that  detail,  Mr.  Fox  said,  he  shoukl 
never  take  a  share,  for  he  would  never  attend  the  detail 
of  a  measure  which  in  its  essence  was  detestable.     He 
contended,  that  public  meetings  for  the  discussion  of 
public  subjects,  were  not  only  lawful,  but  the  very  essence 
of  the  constitution,  and  of  the  liberties  which  English- 
men enjoy.     Th^  mover  of  the  bill  had  said  that  these 
meetings  were  not  to  be  prevented — ^they  were  only  to 
be  regulated.     Attend,  said  Mr.  Fox,  to  this  regulation. 
I  thought  I  knew  the  rights  of  man,  and  the  rights 
of  Englishmen.     [^Here  was    a   great  cry  of  hear ! 
hearJ2  What,  said  he,  is  it  a  slip,  do  you  suppose, 
^ndthat  the  rights  of  man  is  a  sentence  without  a  mean- 
ing? Have  men  no  natural  rights?  If  so.  Englishmen's 
rights  cari  have  no  existence.     The  rights  of  man,  I  say, 
are  clear ;  man  has  natural  rights ;  and  he  who  denies 
it,  is  ignorant  of  the  basii  of  a  free  government ;  he  is 
ignorant  of  the  first  pfinciples  of  ours,  for  those  rights 
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arenaturally  connected  with  ^  best  parts  of  the'  hbtory 
of  our  country.  ' 

The  people,  he  said,  had  always  a  right  to  discuss 
then*  grievances^  and  to  petition  for  redress,  not  anly 
the  houses  of  parliament,  but  even  the  king  himself :. 
but  now,  it  seems,  they  are  not  to  do  so,  unless  notice- 
be  given  to  a  magistrate,  that  he  may  become  a  witness 
of  dirir  proceedings.  This  attendant  magistrate,  this 
jealous  witness,  was  empowered  to  arrest  any  person 
whom  he  in  his  wisdom  thought  had  uttered  any  thing 
seditious.  Not  only  so ;  he  had  power  to  disserve  the 
meeting  at  hb  own  will.  Say  at  once,  said  Mr. 
Fox,  that  a  free  constitution  is  no  longer  suitable  to 
us ;  conduct  yourselves  at  once  as  the  senators  of  Den- 
mark did  :  lay  down  your  freedom,  and  acknowledge  and 
accept  of  despotism ;  but  do  not  mock  the  understand* 
ings  and  the  feelings  of  mankind,  by  tellmg  the  world 
that  you  are  free.  Can  a  meeting,  under  such  restrict* 
tions  as  the  bill  requires,  be  called  a  meeting  of  free 
people  ?  Is  it  possible  that  the  feelings  of  the  people  of 
this  country  should  be  thus  insulted  ?  Is  it  possible  to 
make  the  people  of  this  country  believe,  that  thb  plan, 
is  any  thing  but  a  total  annihilation  of  their  liberty  ? 

Mn  Fox  then  adverted  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Pitt  respecting  ^^  Mansfield's  Act,"  and  observed,  that 
from  this  the  non.  gentleman  thought  himself  authorized 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  discussion  of  questions 
on  any  day  ;  and  this  was  to  be  applicable  to  all  places 
where  money  was  to  be  taken,  merely  on  an  allegation 
that  such  question  might  produce  mischief.  But  this 
was  not  to  be  all — it  was  applicable,  it  seems,  to  places 
where  no  money  was  to  be  taken^  because,  in  truth,  per- 
sons might  be  admitted  by  means  of  tickets ;  and  ^ey 
must  not  amount  to  a  number  beyond  a  certain  one 
which  the  minister  should  be  pleased  to  insert  in  his 
bill,  unless  duly  licensed  by  a  magistrate/  He  would 
ask  again — Was  this,  or  was  it  not,  to  prevent  allpoii- 
fkaldiscutsim  whatever  P 
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Behold,  said  he,  1^  state  of  a  free  Englhhmm  f 

Before  he  can  discuss  any  topic  which   ionralvcs  hb 
liberty  or  his  rights,  he  is  to  send  to  a  mapstrair  who 
is  to  attend  the  discu8sion***that  magistoate  canaot  pee- 
ivent*the  mtfeting^;   but  he  can  prevent  the  speaking 
because  he  can  alledge  that  iidiat  is  said  has  a  tendency 
to  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this  realm.     He 
hoped  the  people  would  be  alarmed  at  the  danger  their 
liberties  were  then  in,  and  assemble^  while  they  might,  to 
discuss  the  best  means  of  preserving  them  from  the  en- 
croachments of  the  proposed  bill,  aind  state  their  abhor* 
rence  (rf*  the  principle  of  this  proceeding.     Those  who 
did  not  take'  this  step,  he  should  pronounce  traitors  to 
their  country.     Suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  die  only 
object  which  the  authors  of  this  measure  have  in  view 
be  to  prevent  a  revolution  in  this  country :  if  this  were 
their  real  motive,«how  could  they  think  to  avoid  such  an 
evil  by  proceeding  upon  a  plan  which  has  no  respect  for 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  no  esteem  for  the  experience 
io  be  derived  from  a  perusal  of  our  history  f  Good  God, 
Sir !  exclaimed  Mr.  Fox,  I  have  seen  and  have  heard 
of  revolutions  in  different  states :  but  they  were  not 
owing  to  the  freedom  of  popular  opinions,  nor  to  the 
facility  of  popular  meetings ;  they  were  owing  to  the 
very  reverse  of  these ;  therefore  we  ou^  to  put  our- 
selves in  a  state  as  different  from  them  as  pos»bie. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  present  ministers  are  kacfing 
us  into  a  situation  as  nearly  similar  as  they  can  to  diose 
.  in  which  these  revolutions  happened ;  particularly  to 
that  which  at  this  hour  is  most  interesting  to  us*-<he 
reign  of  Charles  the  First. 

Mr.  Fox  next  adverted  to  the  French  revolution,  and 
desired  Englishmen  to  observe  what  brought  about  the 
revolution  there ;  and  they  would  find  that  it  was  not 
to  be  attributed  to  the  facility  of  public  meetings,  but  on 
the  contrary,  to  thbir  lettre^  de  cuchei^  and  other  means 
which  were  employed  to  prevent  the  public  from  mani- 
festing their  opinions  on  the  afiairs  of  government     We 
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sboidd  t&erefore  to  avrnd  dbtrcss  similar  to  theirs, 
avoid  the  caase  that  occasioned  it*  If  the  complaints 
of  the  people  be  unfounded,  there  can  be  nothing  to 
fear  ;  for  the  more  vehemently  and  loudly  they  express 
them,  if  they  be  groundless,  the  less  eflFect  will  they  ul- 
timately produce ;  but  if  a  stop  be  put  to  this  vent  for 
the  ilUhumour  of  the  body  politic,  there  can  be  no  alter- 
native between  abject  submission  and  violent  resist- 
ance. ,  He  iM>ncluded  by  observing,  that,  if  this  bill  was 
brought  in,  he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  move  for  a  call 
of  the  house. 


MR.  ERSKINE. 


On  the  same  Subjects 

In  tlie  beginning  of  his  speech,  he  referred  particularly 
to  what  had  just  been  advanced  by  the  solicitor  general^ 
who  had  asserted,  that  the  present  bill  was  strictly  con*  . 
sonant  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution.  An  act  of 
diis  description,  said  Mr.  Erskine,  was  never  thought  of 
in  the  rei^of  Chariea  the  second,  after  the  horrors  and 
confusion  of  the  former  reign ;  such  an  act  was  never  at« 
tempted  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  when  the  govern-* 
ment  was  newly  established,  during  a  disputed  succcs* 
ston,  or  in  the  two  rebellions  that  raged  in  the  subse- 
quent  reigns ;  It  was  an  act  which  even  the  present  minis« 
try  never  thought  of  passing,  when  they  suspended  that 
grand  palladium  of  English  liberty,  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  \  nor  when  they  had  the  reports  of  committees ;  stat- 
ing  the  ezistenoe  of  treasonable  plots,  upon  their  table. 
The  learned  solicitor,  he  said,  defended  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  present  bill^  without  any  fresh  reasons  or  new 
Vol.  Ih  65 
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plots,  instead  of  adducing  new  evidence,  he  iiad  trod'* 
den  again  the  dull  inck  that  he  had  trodden  so  frequent- 
ly before,  and  had  travelled  back  again  to  the  meeting 
that  had  been  held  near  Sheffield,  in  which  Mr.  Yorke, 
it  had  been  asserted,  made  a  speech  highly  seditious. 
In  contradiction  to  the  assertion  of  the^licitor  general^ 
that  the  right  of  the  subject  to  petition  the  king  was  not 
taken  away  by  the  proposed  bill,  Mr.  Erskine  said,  be 
would  maintain  positively  and  distinctly,  that  the  bill,  if 
it  could  be  reduced  to  practice^  would  absolutely  destroy 
the  right  of  the  subject  to  petition.  It  was  a  maxim  in 
law,  when  any  thing  was  prohibited  by  law,  the  means 
by  which  such  thing  might  be  done  were  also  prohibited. 
According  to  the  enactments  of  the  bill,  na  subject  was 
to  be  discussed  which  the  -magistrates  did  not  approve 
of ;  thus  those  magistrates  **  who  were  appointed  by,  and 
removable  at  the  will  of  the  crown,  (such  as  sheri&, 
&c.)  were  to  be  judges  of  the  nature  of  the  petitions  of 
the  people."  The  magistrates,  who  represented  his  ma- 
jesty, he  contended,  would  therefore  never  permit  the 
people  to  meet  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  against  a 
measure  of  high  prerogative,  or  in  any  case  where  the 
king  might  be  supposed  not  to  consult  the  happiness  of 
the  people*  He  would  say  again  and  again,  that  '*  it 
was  the  right  of  the  people  to  resist  that  government 
which  exercised  tyranny."  It  had  been  saKl  that  bold 
language'  had  been  held  at  public  meetings ;  it  was  cer- 
tainly bold  to  say  that  the  piople  had  a  right  to  resist, 
and  that  they  ought  to  rise  ;  but  there  were  some  occa- 
sions which  rendered  the  boldest  language  warrantable. 
With  the  sanction  of  the  sentiments  of  the  venerable 
earl  of  Chatham,  he  would  maintain  that  the  people  of 
England  should  defend  their  rights,  if  necessary,  by  the 
last  extremity  to  which  free  men  could  resort.  Tor 
my.  own  part,  said  Mr.  Erskine,  I  shall  never  cease 
to  struggle  in  support  of  liberty.  In  Ho  situation  will 
I  desert  the  cause.  I  was  bom  a  free  man,  continued 
j^e,  and  I  will  never  diea  slave  ! 
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Iii  the  whble  of  th?  late  proceedings  and  events,  he 
observed,  one  of  the  most  fatal  circumstances  had  becn^ 
that  the  higher  orders  of  the  people  sejpar4ted  them- 
selves too  much  from  the  lower  orders.  This  had  been 
one  of  the  causes  of  the  revolution  in  France.  Under 
their  arbitrary  monarchs,  tliere  were  literally  but  two 
classes  of  the  people  ;  a  pampered,  profligate,  proud 
nobility,  and  a  low,  miserable,  and  abject  rabble ;  no  ' 
intermediate  class,  no  knowledge,  no  virtue. 

France  had  an  unreformed  church,  an  unreformed 
state,  a  profligate  despotism,  and  the  most  profound 
superstition.  He  argued  the  necessity  of  preserving  the 
JBntish  eonstitution  pure,  in  order  to  prevent  a  revolution. 
He  defied  the  whole  profession  of  .the  law  to  prove  that 
the  bill  then  before  the  house  was  consonant  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution.  The  constitution  was  abrogate 
ed  and  annulled  by  it«  Our  ancestors  were  content  to 
wait  till  some  overt  act  appeared,  which  was  the  subject 
of  punishment.  But,  under  this  bill,  the  determination 
of  a  magistrate  was  to  interfere  between  the  people  and 
the  .assertion  of  their  rights,  and  the  complaint  of  their 
grievances.  Depend  upon  it,  said  Mr.  l^rskin^,  the  peo- 
pie  of  England  will  not  and  ought  not  to  submit* 

Mr*  Erskine  then  read  a  paragraph  from  an  address 
to  the  ]\XTy  at  the  Old  Baily,  upon  the  late  trials  for  high 
treason,  which  shewed  that  no  conspiracy  had  existed, 
and  that  the  opinion  of  the  judge  had  not  been  as  re- 
presented.    The  chief  justice  says — 

^^  All  men  may,  nay,  all  men  must,  if  they  possess 
the  £iculty  of  thinking,  reason  upon  every  thing  which 
sufficiently  mterests  them  to  become  objects  of  attention ; 
and  among  the  objects  of  the  attention  of  free  men,  the 
principles  of  government,  the  constitution  of  particular 
governments,  and  above  all,  the  constitution  of  the 
government  under  which  they  live,  will  naturally  engage 
^ir  attention  and  provoke  speculation.  The  power  oC 
communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions  is  the  gift  of 
Ood;  and  the  freedom  of  it  is  the  source  of  all  science;^ 
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the  first  fruits^  and  the  ultiinate  happineM  of  sodety ; 
and  therefore  it  seems  to  foUow,  that  human  laws  oa^ 
not  to  interpose,  nay,  cannot  inberpoaef  to  prevent  the 
communication  of  sentiments  and  opinions  in  voloiitaiy 
assemblies  of  men. " 

Mr.  Erskine  next  commented  upon  the  preamble  and 
several  clauses  of  the  bill,  and  contended,  that  it  vna  in 
the  power  of  any  one  man,  by  going  to  a  meeting  »id 
speaking  a  few  seditious  words,  whether  appo^te  to  the 
subject  or  not,  to  afford  a  warrantable  reason  for  a  jus- 
tice to  dissolve  the  meeting ,  any  spy  (and  magistrates 
had  their  spies)  with  half  a  crown  in  his  pocket,  migte 
go,  and,  by  uttering  seditious  expressions,  afi^  i^s 
paymaster  the  power  of  putting  an  end  to  all  discussion, 
and  to  the  meeting.  He  said  the  law  of  the  land  war 
fully  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of  good  government^ 
without  the  introduction  of  the  present  measure.  In 
any  public  meeting,  when  a  breach  of  the^  peace  was 
committed,  a  magistrate,  by  the  existing  law,  was  en^ 
titled  to  interfere ;  and,  in  his  support,  was  authorised 
to  raise  the  posse  comitatttSt  if  necessary  ;  and  also,  by 
the  Riot  Act,  he  had  the  power  of  dispersing  tomultuoos 
assemblies. 

He  then  alluded  to  some  sentiments  which  were  for- 
merly uttered  by  Mr.  Burke  when  speaking  of  the  Ame« 
rican  war,  which  he  thought  peculiarly  .applicable  to 
the  present  time.  That  great  man  represented  English* 
men  as  contending  for  an  imaginary  power ;  *i*  We  be- 
gin,*' said  he,  «*  to  acquire  the  spirit  of  domination,  and 
to  lose  the  relish  of  hmest  equality.  The  princij^s  of 
our  forefathers  become  suspected  to  us,  because  we  see 
them  animating  the  present  opposition  of  our  chiklnear 
The  faults  which  grow  out  of  th«  luxuriance  of  freedom, 
appear  much  mbre  shocking  to  us  than  those  vices  which 
are  generated  from  the  rankness  of  servitude." 

It  appears  from  hence,  said  Mr.  Erskine,  that  the 
word  equalittf  is  not  a  word  of  new  coinage,  and  intro* 
duced  into  the  dictionary  only  tlw^e  years  ago  j  but  a 
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word  of  iong  md  ancient  usage,  and  stamped  with  such  • 
an  authority  as  that  of  Mr.  Surke.  It  was  his  opinion^ 
that  the  hi^er  ranks  did  wrong  in  thiis  seceding  from 
the  lower.  If  the  latter  had  swerved  from  their  duty, 
it  would  be  better  for  the  former  to  rally  them  round 
the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  lead  them  back  to 
their  duty,  than  thus  to  make,  as  it  were,  a  separate  cause 
against  ^enu  Let  those  higher  ranks  recollect  what 
must  be  the  certain  consequence  of  a  contest  between 
them  and  the  lower  ranks.  He  contended,  that  if  the 
prc^posed  measures  were  adopted,  it  would  indicate  to 
France,  that  thb  country  was  in  a  convulsed  state ;  And 
as  we  had  expected  better  terms  from  them  on  accdunt 
of  their  being  in  a  convulsed  state,  so  they,  on  the  same 
ground,  would  be  induced  to  expect  better  terms  from 
us,  if  they  supposed  £ngland  to  be  in  a  state  of  confu^ 
aton. 

Good  God!  said  Mr.  Erskine,  because  a  king^ 
whose  monds  make  him  dear  to  every  man  in  the  nation, 
was  going  down  to  his  parliament  during  a  war  which 
had  snatched  the  bread  from  the  mouths  of  the  poor, — 
because,  in  the  crowd  that  surrounded  him,  there  was 
one  man  miscreant  enough  to  offer  an  outrage  to  that 
king,  for  which  act  he  might  be  punished  by  the  statute 
of  Edward  the  third, — ^are  the  whole  people  of  England, 
on  that  account,  for  the  crime  of  one  man,  to  be  deprived 
of  their  most  valuable  rights  and  privileges  ? 

The  learned  advocate  then  went  into  a  legal  argument, 
to  prove  » that  the  ofiences  recapitulated  in  the  present  * 
bill  might  be  punished  l^  the  existing  laws,  and  that 
those  laws  were  amply  sumcienL  The  13th  of  Charles 
the  Second  was  admitted  to  be  the  precedent  of  the  bill. 
Under  that  act  100,000  persons  mi^t  meet,  and  sign 
any  petition  to  the  king  or  the  parliament  voluntarily  ; 
but  the  act  prevented  persons  from  Kawking  about  peti- 
tions to  persons  to  sign,  who  might  nut  know  that  any 
grievances  existed.  It  also  provided  that  not  more  thsm 
ten  persons  should  present  any  petition  to  the  king.    It 
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authorised  magbtrates  to  interfere  when  an  overt  act 
of  tumult  took  place,,  or  to  require  sejuirity  if  danger  to 
the  peace  was  apprehended :  but  it  never  prohibited  a 
meeting  to  be  held.  It  did  not  forbid  voluntary  coni<^ 
mupication,  but  prohibited  tumultuous  petitioomg; 
whereas  the  bill  tb^n  before  the  house  prohibited  peti« 
tioning  upon  grievances  whjeh  actually  existed.  He 
then  alluded  to  a  reform  in*  parliament,  and  observed 
that  the  language  of  Mr.  Pitt  once  had  been,  ^  That  we 
had  lost  America  by  the  corruption  of  an  unreformed 
parliament ;  and  that  we  should  never  have  a  wise  amd 
honourable^  adminUtrationy  nor  be  freed  from  the  evils 
of  unnecessary  war^  nor  \ht  fatal  effects  of  the  funding, 
system^  till  a  radical  reform  was  obtained."  But  the 
qame  right  honourable  gentleman  was  then  attemptii^ 
to  brand  with  the  imputation  of  sedition  all  who  em- 
ployed the  same  language  which  lie  himself  had  once 
heldi  or  who  express^  their  discontent  at  the  fatal  mea- 
sures which  in  that  speech  he  had  himself  predicted.^ 


LORD  THURLOW. 


On  the  same  Subject. 

He  urged  several  grave  and  weighty  arguments,  to 
provfi  that  the  consequences  which  had  arisen  from  the 
propagation  of  Jacobinical  principles  in  France,  aflwded 
BO  justification  for  ^the  legislature  of  this  country  to  en- 
act new  laws,  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  similar 
effects  here  :  he  thought  the  members  of  that  house  had 
nothing  to  do  with  what  had  passed  in  France.  The 
bill  was  to  be  objeqted  against,  as  establishing  a  bad  pre* 
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cedent,  under  coyntenance  of  wUch  a  variety  of  bad 
laws  might  creep  into  the  state,  and  defile  the  pages  of 
the  statute-book.  While  he  thought  the  existing  law9 
sufficient  to  suppress  seditious  assemblies,  he  could  not 
help  remarking  the  variety  of  misconceptions  that  had 
taken  place  respecting  the  bill ;  and  in  no  particular 
more  ^an  in  the  idea  that  it  trenched  upon  the  right  of 
the  subject  to  discussr  public  grievances,  to  petiti<Niy 
complain,  or  remonstrate,  or  otherwise  address  the  king, 
or  either  or  both  houses  of  parliament,  respecting  them. 
So  far  from  that  being  the  case,  the  bill  set  out  with 
rec<^izing  that  principle  in  the  plainest  and  broadest 
manner.  His  loi^hip  pointed  out  the  distinction  be« 
tween  the  extent  to  which  the  provisions  of  the  bill  weitfj 
and  chat  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, and  the  act  of  George  the  First,  commoiily  caU«r 
ed  the  Riot  Act.  By  the  latter,  the  person^  assembled 
for  an  unlawful  purpose  did  not  incur  the  fcmlty  of 
death,  unless  they  continued  together  riotously  and  tu* 
multuously  for  one  hour  after  the  act  had  bee^  read. 
By  the  present  bill,  if  an  assembly  met  for  the  mere  dis- 
cussion of  public  topics^ ,  continued  together  peaceabl}? 
to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  for  one  hour  after  pro« 
tlamation  made  commanding  them  to  disperse,  they 
were  guilty  of  felony  without  the  benefit  of  clergy ;  and 
the  magistrate  was  ordered  to  put  them  to  death,  or  at 
least  he  incurred  no  penahy,  ii^  upon  resistance,  any  q£ 
the  persons  so  continuing  together  lost  their  lives.  This 
was,  in  his  mind,  an  insuperable  objection  to  the  bllU 
and  he  therefore  voted  agamst  it. 
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MR.  FOX. 


On  the  Address  to  his  Majesty. 


He  censured  the  speech,  and  the  ministefs  by  whom  it 
was  written.  It  was  not,  he  said,  enough  that  they 
should  for  three  years  persist  in  a  war  for  miserable  spe- 
culation, add  one  hundred  miBions  of  debt  to  the  capi- 
tal, load  the  people  with  four  millions  per  annum  of 
permanent  taxes,  and  make  them  feel  all  the  miseries 
of  scarcity,  but  they  must  be  insulted  by  the  Jalsehood 
of  being  told  '•their  station  was  improved***  How 
improved  ?  It  could  not  be  shewn  from  the  successes 
of  the  Austrian  army.  After  the  loan  voted  to  the  em- 
peror, and  the  pretences  upon  which  it  was  granted, 
the  people  were  told  that  it  was  an  improvement  of  their 
situation,  that  the  French  had  been  recently  obliged  to 
retreat  from  posts  of  which  th^  were  not  in  possession 
at  the  time  of  the  guarantee.  Was  it  ah  improvement, 
th'at  they  had  extended  their  dominions,  beyond  .  the 
Rhine,  had  ^t  Manheim,  and  over-run  the  greater  part 
of  the  Palatmate  ?  Was  it  because  the  French  Imd  not 
overrun  Italy,  that  our  situation  was  improved  ?  Mr. 
Fox  spoke  in  strong  terms  of  the  lofty  disdain  with  which 
he  had  been  treated  the  preceding  sessions,  on  occasion 
of  his  predictions  respectmg  the  scarcity  of  grain.  When 
another  gentleman  (Mr.  Hussey,)  at  a  later  period,  and 
upon  certain  information,  used  the  same  forcible  dis- 
suasive against  war,  he  was  rebuked  for  a  suggestion 
which  was  treated  as  unfounded  in  fact.  Was  the  ycri- 
fication  of  those  warnings  an  improvment  ?  The  suf- 
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ferings  of  the  poor  he  stated  to  be  extreme.  Oh  !  but 
France  was  reduced  te  unparalleled  distress,  and  this 
was  our  comfort !  He  would  not  quarrel  aboujt  words ; 
but  he  must  notice  the  strange  logic,  *'  that  the  people 
of  this  country  were  to  be  told  that  this  unparalleled  dis- 
tress of  the  French  was  owing  to  the  war,  whereas  the 
distresses  in  Epgland  had  nothing  to  do  with  if  The 
depreciation  of  paper  currency  in  France  had  been»  he 
said,  the  incessant  story  with  which  the  parliament  and 
the  people  had  been  deluded  from  the  beginning  of  the 
war.  Two  years  ^o^  the  assignats  were  said  to  be  at 
a  discount  of  80  per  oent.  and  this  app^red  to  be  tan- 
tamouat  to  extinction  #  but  when  experience  and  praCf> 
tice  were  regarded*  when  the  example  of  America  was 
referred  to,  an  enlightenied  statesman  would  hesitate  be* 
fore  he  presumed  to  delude  his  country  by  building  upom 
wch  an  hypothesis.  Accordingly,  France  had  added 
another  lesson  to  that  of  America.  France,  which  was 
reduced  to  such  a  state  of  weakness  as  to  be  an  easy 
prey, — ^France^  who  in  June  last,  was  said  to  be  gasp*^ 
ing  in  ber  last  agonies, — ^France,  since  the  date  of  this 
expiring  agon}\  had  made  the  most  brilliant  campaign 
that  the  history  of  mankind  exhibited.  Such  agonies 
excited  his  fears ;  and  surely  no  man  of  common  sense; 
after  such  an  issue  lo  this  kind  c^  reasoning,  would 
i^atn  calculate  upon  success  from  the  depreciation  of 
their  paper.  Another  argument  used  was,  tSiat  the 
French  were  so  destitute  of  provisions,  as  to  be  obliged 
te  unload  the  ships  at  Bresf  to  supply  PUris  with  br^d» 
But  what  must  be  their  feelings  in  the  cause  in  which 
they  had  engaged,  that  could,  under  such  a  preswre  of 
scSEifoity,  rouse  them  to  such  exertions?  Foom  a  ihl- 
Bute  investigation  of  the  ^leech,  Mr.  Fox  observed,  that 
it  held  out  to  the  country  even  less  hopes  of  [feace  thaa 
his  majesty's  apeech  the  preceding  year.  At  no  period 
of  the  revolution  might  it  not  have  been  e(|uaMy  said» 
*'  that  it  would  produce  consequences  highly  important 
to  the  interests  of  Europe.*'  Mr*  Focx  noticed  the  m^ 
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nuaf  attempt  he  had  made  to  induce  a  negotiation,  and 
desired  to  kno%v  whether  our  perverse  continuance  ia 
the  proud  denial  that  it  was  a  proper  time  to  negotiate, 
had  bettered  oui*  situation  f  On  the  contrary,  he  said, 
the  practicability  of  peace  upon 'safe  and  hcHicunible 
terms  had  t>ecome  more  hopeless.  He  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman who  admitted  the  restoration  of  the  emigrants 
and  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  to  be  hopeless,  and  that 
ministers  were  convinced  that  it  was  prudent  to  cdcuhte 
the  value  of  an  object,  and  not  to  pursue  if,  howevtf 
desirable,  beyond  the  rational  hope  of  obtainment,  spoke 
from  authority.  If  the  disasters  of  the  war  bad  pro« 
duced  this  conviction  in  ministers^  however  he  lamented 
the  calamity  which  produced  this  restomtton  to  leason, 
he  should  think  our  situation  improved.  The  expedi- 
tion to  Quiberon  was,  he  supposed,  one  cause  of  this 
conviction.  Mr.  Fox,  with  an  uncommon  glow  of  ex- 
pression and  energy  of  manner,  reprobated  this  ill-fiited 
expedition,  and  the  savage  barbarity  of  denying  to  the 
gallant  and  dying  Sombreuil  the  consolation  of  ^publish* 
ing  his  letter*  Yet,  in  defiance  of  thb  lesson,  he  ob« 
served,  another  expedition  was  framed  to  I'ls^e  Dieu, 
which)  if  carried  into  efiect  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
first,  would  have  been  eqtially  disastrous.  He  point- 
edly  noticed  the  inconsistency  of  ministers  in  summon- 
ing  Belleisle  to  surrender  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVIII. 
Had  Belleisle  or  Noirmonticr  yielded  to  this  summons, 
3ve  must  have  landed  and  taken  possession  of  them  in 
4Shc  name  of  Louis  XVllI.  and  pledged  ourselves  to 
restore  him  to  his  rights^  which  would  have  reduced 
»as  to  the  alternative  of  abandoning  the  prince  and  his 
blowers  with  infamy,  or  of  prosecuting  his  cause  with 
^spair,  as  this  was  a  hopeless  cause.  He  ridiculed 
^itli  much  force  the  arguments  supported  by  the  diflferent 
•speakers  in  the  debate  in  favour  of  the  war.  They 
were,  he  said,  theories  whi^h  might  suit  well  for  a  lite- 
Tary  or  political  disputant,  and  be  amiising  in  a  club- 
foom  or  a  pamphlet ;  but  for  ^  man  to  undertake  the 
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dfiee  of  a  statmnaiiy  and  to  bring  such  theories  into 
pradioe,  was  an  outrage,  not  only  upon  common  sense^ 
but  upon  .moral  duty.  Mr.  Fox  commented  upon  the  ex«« 
trene  folly  of  entering  into  a  war  against  opinions.  He 
contended,  that,  at  every  moment  firom  the  commence* 
ment  of  the.  war  to  the  present  time,  ministers  might 
have  negotiated  upon  better  terms  with  the  French 
dwn  they  now  could,  and  that  our  relative  situation 
had  been  gradually  growing  worse.  He  pointed  out 
several  periods  when,  acconling  to  the  language  held 
out  by  mmisters,  it  might  have  been  prudent  and 
consistent  to  treat.  Yet,  when  a  motion  was  made  for 
this  purpose  on  the  26th  of  January  last,  which  it  was 
not  convenient  direcdy  to  oppose,  an  amendment  was 
moved,  that  they  were  ready  to  enter  into  a  negotiation 
whenever  a  government  was  established  capable  of  main- 
taining the  accustomed  relations  of  amity  and  peace* 
Was  negotiation  oflfered  ^hen  such  a  government  ap* 
peared  ?  It  was  proved  that  France  did  maintain  such 
relation^  since  Prussia,  Spain,  many  of  the  states  of 
Germany,  and  even  the  elector  of  Hanover,  had  made 
peace  with  her.  Mr.  Fox  ridiculed  the  idea  of  waiting 
to  treat  till  there  was  some  experience  of  the  new  con^* 
stitution  of  France,  since  exi)erience  had  proved  that 
neither  the  chaises  of  men  nor  of  constitutions  affected 
the  engagements  they  had  formed  with  foreign  countries. 
It  was,  he  said,  idle  to  talk  of  the  theory  of  a  consti- 
tution  being  a  dependence  for  the  observance  of  a  treaty  : 
if  a  rational  treaty  was  made,  and  it  was  the  interest  of 
the  parties  to  keep  it,  that  was  the  only  true  and  wise 
dependence  for  the  continuance  of  peace.  .  The  oflEer  c£ 
negotiation,  he  thought,  ought  to  come  from  iis,  as  hav- 
ing made  declarations  which  stood  in  the  way  of  ne- 
gotiation. This  was  neither  the  time  nor  the  place  to 
aettfe  the  terms  of  peace.  The  terms  in  every  negotiation 
must  certainly  depend  upon  the  relative  situation  of  the 
parties  !  but  he  could  not  admit  of  the  eternal  evasion, 
(that  one  year  we  were  too  high  to  treat,  another  y^r 
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we  were  tod  l^w  ;  and  tfaas  vmr  waspralaDged  witliottt 
one  calculation,  whether  die  ezpenoe  of  oontinnii^  it  ibr 
one  year  was  not  more  than  thedifferenoe  of  toiaa  to  lie 
expected  between  a  good  and  a  bad  rdative  aitwtion. 
We  were  now  left  with  one  sdly,  and  that  alljr  most  be 
bribed  to  continue.  Adverting  to  the  aj^irefaen  ded 
scarcity,  Mr,  Fox  said,  it  was  an  insult  upon  conmon 
sense  to  urge  that  war  and  military  expeditions  did  not 
in  their  nature  aggravate  scarcity.  The  quavtiqr  <^  in* 
ereased  consumption,  without  talking  into  aooouM  die 
quantities  dama^d  and  lost,  was  immense.  Had  go* 
vernment,  pursumg  the  example  of  France,  imhiaded 
the  transports  that  were  sent  to  Quiberon,  th^  would 
have  done  more  towards  alleviating  the  scareity,  than  all 
the  corn  whioh  their  agents  imported.  Again  adverting 
to  his  majesty's  speech,  Mr.  Fox  observed  dutt  when 
be  had  first  mentioned  negotiating  with  the  Frendi,  it 
was  said,  What,  would  you  negotiate  with  men  about 
to  stain  their  hands  with  the  blood  of  their  sovereij^  ? 
Yet,  if  the  present  speech  meant  any  thing,  it  meant  tbit 
with  these  very  men  ministers  would  have  no  objection 
to  treat,  and  even  with  Tallien,  who  had  dipped  his 
hands  in  royal  blood.  He  ended  by  moving  an  amend- 
ment,  which,  after  enumerating  the  circumstances  of 
our  disastrous  campaign,  and  stating  firom  experience, 
that  the  French  were  able  to  maintain  the  accustomtrd 
relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  nations,  pra\ed 
his  majesty  that  such  terms  of  peace  should  be  o£tred  to 
the  French  republic  as  should  be  consistent  with  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  crown,  ai\di  with  the  security  and  interest 
of  the  people^ 
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Jtt  Reply. 

Hs  comidefed  the  amendment  as  merely  ^e  modcerj 
of  returning  to  a  state  of  security  and  peace.  He  rin* 
dicated  the  first  proposition  contained  in  his  majesty's 
q)eech.  The  period  comprised  in  this  proposition  con- 
tained, he  said,  the  space  between  die  opening  of  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  and  the  present  moment; 
and  he  expressed  his  satisfaction  in  the  present  state 
of  security  compared  to  that  ten  months  ago.  His 
grounds  of  satisraction  were,  he  said,  that,  allowing 
for  the  victories  and  advantages  obtained  tnf  the 
enemy^  and  for  all  the  calamities  which  had  b^allen 
this  country  or  our  allies,  the  house,  from  looking  at 
the  present  principles  of  the  war,  must  observe  the 
grounds  of  his  satis&ction,  and  the  state  of  our  im- 
provement ! !  They  could  not  but  perceive  the  enemy's 
reduced  means  of  prosecuting  the  war.  They  were  now 
in  a  situation  to  afford  us  fair  prospects  of  their  being 
soon  perhaps  more  capable  of  giving  reasonable  security 
forengagements  of  peace.  They  feltagreatet  necessity 
for  peace,  and  were  more  disposed  to  it.  Their  reduced 
means  were  demonstrable:  at  the  commencement  of 
the  last  session,  the  value  of  the  assignats  was  from  20 
to  25  per  cent,  they  were  now  only  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  they  have  at  present  only  one  sixteenth  of 
then*  value  ten  months  ago.  The  prodigality  of  their 
system  forced  into  circulation  between  6  and  7  milliards, 
which  was  equal  to  380  millions  sterling ;  this  was  three 
or  four  times  more  than  the  amount  of  all  the  money  in 
France  in  its  richest  state,  and  which  its  commerce  want- 
ed for  its  circulating  medium.    The  French  had,  he  said» 
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now  assignatMii  circulation  to  the  amount  of  720  mtffions 
sterling,  and  the  number  ivas  still  increasing ;  di^  had 
therefore  to  &ce  another  campaign  under  these  ctrcinn. 
stances ;  and,  were  the  other  powers  <^  Europe  to  pat 
them  to  the  hard  necessity  of  tr)nng  the  experiment,  he 
believed  that  the  prodigal  resources  of  their  system  could 
not  be  supported  without  the  restoration  of  the  syst^i 
of  terror.  Mr.  Pitt  allowed  the  advantages  derived  by 
the  enemy  from  the  equivocal  conduct  of  Prussia,  and 
the  disbanding  of  the  armies  withdrawn  from  Spain. 
But  it  was  to  be  observed^  that,  for  every  pound  sterling 
formerly  paid  to  each  man  in  such  an  army,  sixteen 
pounds  sterling  must  be  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  pre* 
sent  year.  After  urging  a  variety  of  aiKuments  to  prove 
the  ruinous  situation  of  thrir  resources,  Mr.  Pitt  observ- 
ed, that  these  resources  might  last  a  longer  or  a  shcntcr 
time,  before  they  produced  their  final  effect ;  but  they 
had  in  them  the  seeds  of  decay,  and  the  inevitat^  cause 
of  a  violent  dissolution.  The  remedies  proposed  in 
France  for  this  evil  were  not  less  ruinous ;  and  the  losses 
they  sustained  in  commerce  and  manufactures  were 
enormous.  He  admitted  the  successes  of  the  French 
on  the  Rhine,  the  calamitous  fate  of  the  expedition  to 
Quiberon,  and  that  the  enemy  had  been  only  kept  on 
the  defensive  on  the  side  of  Italy  ;  but  still  the  internal 
situation  of  France  was  most  wretched  and  deplorable. 
On  the  mischiefs  of  paper  currency  he  again  expatiated — 
if  the  assiguats  were  taken  out  of  circulation,  the  French 
could  not  command  the  labour  of  their  own  subjects, 
either  for  civil  or  military  operations.  To  many  per- 
sons employed  by  the  state,  they  had  been  obliged  to 
allot  a  number  of  necessary  articles  in  kind.  They  had 
also  been  compelled  to  add  one  seventh  in  money  to  the 
daily  pay  of  their  soldiers,  who  thus  received  ten  times 
the  amount  of  their  pay  in  assignats.  When  he  con- 
fiidered  their  total  inability  to  carry  on  the  war  for  another 
campaign,  he  could  not  doubt  the  situation  of  things 
was  materially  improved* 
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There  wcte,  Mr.  Pitt  said,  many  ciroumstances  in 
the  present  situadon  of  Franee,  fevourable  to  a  disposi« 
tion  to  treat  for  peace,  though  it  was.  a  question  whe- 
ther they  were  sufficient  to  make  it  advisable  or  practi* 
cable  to  treat.  The  present  government  of  France  was 
paised  very  highly  by  him,  compared  with  the  precede 
mg  forms;  but  he.  still  questioned  the  ability  of  .the 
French  to  carry  it  into  execution.  That  constitution^ 
sBid  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  decreed^ 
may  have,  been .  examined,  and  may  have  been  put  in 
activity  with  such  acquiescence  of  the  nation,  .as  to  en- 
able their  rq)re8entatives  to  speak  on  behalf  of  ^the  peo« 
pie  of  France ;  and  I  have  no-  difficulty  in  saying,  if  that 
event  should  have  taken  place,  from  that  itime  all  ob« 
jections  to  the  form  of  that  government,  md  to  the  prin« 
ciples  of  that  government,  all  objections  to  them,  as^  ob* 
stacles  to  negotiation,  will  be  at  an  end.  I  will 'also 
state,  with  the  same  frankness,  that,  should  that  be  the 
termination,  whether  it  will  then  lead  to  the  issue  of 
competent  security,  and  a  reasonable  satisfaction  to  this 
country,  must  depend  on  the  terms.  11^  under  those 
c^cumstances,  by  any  precipitate  and  premature  desire 
for  peace,  from  any  disposition  to  under-rate  our  real 
strength,  or  any  want  of  fortitude  to  bear  what  I  admit 
to  be  real  difficulties, — if  we  should  overlook  the  ten 
thousand  times  more  complicated  distress  of  the  enemy, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  advantages  they  give  us  for  ob- 
taining ptace  on  just  and  suitable  terms,  that  woold  io 
my  opinion  be  the  most  fatal  event  that  could  possibly 
happen. 

Mr*  Pitt  proceeded  to  mention  his  regret,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  desertion  of  the  allies^  the  issue  of 
the  coCiteat  would  be  much  less  satisfactory  than  it  might 
have  been.  Compaiing  the  situation  of  the  people  of 
this  country  with  that  of  France,  he  enlarged  upon  the 
variety  of  advantages  they  enjoyed.  He  accused  the 
French  of  htfving  failed  in  maintaining  their  neutrality 
in  America  where  some  subjects  of  France  Md  cn^e%* 
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vourad  to  excite  a  eonspincy,  attdfand  imarpcwedalao 
with  the  republic  of  GesMnou  Did  it,  be  ask^  fcilov, 
because  the  French  did  not  attack  the  king  of  Prussia 
when  they  were  warmly  engaged  agunst  tbar  other  ene* 
niesy  that  they  would  have  paid  the  same  attentioa  to  a 
general  peace?  Theyr  would  then  indulge  those  paasiain 
of  resentment,  ambition,  or  caprice,  to  which  a  militaiy 
republic  might  be  soppoacd  to  be  liable.  The  two 
countries  of  Great  Britain  and  Hanover  could  not 
pursue  the  same  line  of  poiicyr  from  their  different 
situation.  He  denied  that  he  had  made  war  upon  prhrate 
opinions,  for  the  purpose  of  extirpating  tbcBu  The 
French  contended,  that  they  aboe  had  the  only  lawjiil 
govermnent :  if  we  had  subdued  the  maliguty  of  that 
opinion,  we  had  vindicated  ourselvea  and  £urope  from 
the  greatest  dangers* 


DUKE  OF  BEDFORD. 


On  the  Address  to  his  Majesty^ 

He  thought,  when  an  address  was  proposed  to  be  carried 
to  the  throne,  that  it  was  consistent  with  the  dignity  of 
parliament  to  adopt  a  language  of  its  own,  rather  than 
that  of  the  minister.  He  should  th^efore  recommend 
language  very  different  from  that  of  the  address  pro- 
posed. The  inability  of  the  French  to  continoe  the  con- 
test, had  been  the  constant  theme  of  ministers  fi-om  the 
commencement  of  the  war ;  and  the  ingenuity  of  ad- 
ministration in  contriving  excuses  for  carrying  it  on, 
was  admirable.  Years  ago,  their  lordships  had  been 
told  that  th«  French. couU  not  hold  out  three  months 
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longer  ^  but  practice,  opposed  to  theory  ;  had  proved  ; 
that,  in  proportion  as  ministers  had  affected  to  depre* 
ciate  their  resources,  their  vigour  had  increased.  The 
improvementSi  said  by  ministers  in  the  speech  to  have 
taken  place  since  the  last  year,  he  spoke  of  as  a  gross 
and  palpable  misrepresentation.  He  did  not  expect  to 
hear  it  stated  as  a  matter  of  triumph  on  our  part,  that 
the  French'  had  not  been  able  to  over-run  Italy.  If 
this  was  triumph,  he  should  soon  expect  to  hear  it  was 
a  matter  of  satisfaction  that  we  still  existed  as  a  nation. 
We  were  told  that  the  advantages  obtained  by  the  enemy 
were  for  fix)m  compensating  the  calamities  of  war.  This 
was  true  ;  for  victory  after  victory,  without  one  defeat, 
could  not  do  this  ;  but  if  this  was  the  case  with  the  vic- 
torious party,  what  was  our  condition,  Without  victory, 
with  many  defeats  and  fosses,  and  the  desertion  of  our 
allies  ?  If,  as  we  are  told,  the  French  people  wished 
for  peace,  of  which  he  had  no  doubt,  what  must  be  the 
wish  of  the  people  here  in  their  present  suffering  situa- 
tion f  His  grace  said,  he  had  expected  some  hopes  to 
have  been  held  out,  when  we  were  told  that  France  was 
come  to  a  crisis  that  would  produce  important  events 
to  Europe*  Did  ministers  mean  to  insinuate  that  the 
present  government  of  France  was  not  such  as  was  capa- 
ble of  keeping  the  faith  of  treaties  ?  At  this  time  they 
dared  not  attempt  so  gross  a  delusion  pn  the  under.- 
standing  of  their  lordships.  There  never,  indeed,  was 
any  thing  solid  in  the  objection  to  their  ability  to  pre- 
serve  the  faith  of  treaties  and  neutralities,  as  was  evi- 
dent  from  repeated  instances.  His  grace  noticed  the 
calamities  already  consequent  upon  the  war,  and  the 
disasters  of  the  last  campaign.  In  the  expedition  to 
the  coast  of  France,  besides  the  sacrifice  of  many  brave 
and  illustrious  men,  who  had  often  protested  against 
the  project,  but  who  had  no  alternative,  large  quanti- 
ties of  ammunition  and  stores  were  wasted  at  a  time 
when  our  poor  were  either  starving  or  depending  on  the 
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precarious  bounty  of  the  rich.  In  the  west  In^es,  he 
thought  none  would  say  we  stood  upon  a  better  footing 
than  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  What  our  losses  in 
men  there  were,  he  was  afraid  to  calcukte.  All  these 
calamities,  tc^ther  with  the  dreadful  evil  of  scarcity, 
his  grace  imputed,  with  nuuiy  others,  to  the  corruption 
and  wickedness  of  administration  ;  but  in  the  opinion 
of  all,  to  their  weakness ;  and  he  exhorted  parliament 
to  teU  the  truth  to  their  sovereign,  who,  was  he  once 
made  acquainted  with  the  wretchedness  of  lus  pec^le, 
had  too  much  goodness  not  to  be  struck  with  their  suf- 
ferings, and  to  take  the  only  step  by  which  they  can  be 
effectually  relieved,-^to  give  them  peace.  He  conclud* 
ed  by  moving,  to  entreat  his  majesty  to  review  the  state 
of  affairs  for  the  last  three  years,  the  desertion  of  the 
allies,  the  pillage  or  insecurity  of  the  West  Indies,  the 
disgraceful  or  abortive  expediticui  to  France,  and  the 
unparalleled  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure  : — that 
therefore  the  house  entreated  his  majesty  not  to  act  on 
the  opinion  that  the  French  could  not  preserve  the  re- 
lations of  peace  and  amity,  but  that  his  majes^  would 
take  immediate  and  decisive  measures  for  a  ncgotia* 
tion  for  peace,  without  adverting  to  the  government  of 
France ;  and  adding,  that  if  the  present  government 
of  France  should  refuse  to  treat,  that  house  would  per« 
severe  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  die  war. 
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LORD    GRENVILEE. 


On  the  iame  SubjecU 


He  contended,  that  the  circumstances  particularized  in 
his  majesty's  speech  were  real  and  solid  improvements 
11^  the  situation  of  this  country  !  In  addition  to  the  checks 
received  by  the  French  on  the  side  of  Italy'  and  on  the 
Rhine,  our  naval  superiority  had  been  more  decidedly  es- 
tablished since  the  last  year  than  at  any  former  period  of 
our  history.  His  lordship  ably  entered  into  the  history  of 
paper  currency  and  assignats,  to  prove  the  impossibility 
of  the  French  continuing  their  exertions,  and  cited  the 
opinion  of  general  Montesquieu,  who,  in  a  memorial  on 
the  subject  had  enforced  tne  necessity  of  withdrawing 
a  great  part  from  circulation,  and  out  of  13  milliards 
leaving  only  3 ;  but  since  that  time  the  circulation  had 
been  mcreased.     Every  writer  on  the  subject  of  paper 
currency  was,  he  said,  agreed,  that  such  an  enormous 
mass,  so  little  proportioned  to  any  solid  capital,  must 
at  length  accomplish  the  utter  ruin  of  a  state.    By  the 
exertions  we  had  made,  and  by  die  distresses  we  had 
caused  to  be  felt,  the  desire  of  peace  had  become  gene- 
ral in  France.     The  new  constitution  there   was,  his 
lordship  said,  a  miserable  and  imperfect  copy  of  ours ; 
but  with  all  its  defects,  it  was  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
this  country,  as  it  might  lay  the  foundation  of  peace. 
His  lordship  vindicated  the  speech  of  his  majesty  for  ex* 
pressing  no  determination  to  treat  upon  terms  short  of 
those  which  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect.    He  con- 
sidered the  advice  which  tho  duke  wished  to  present  to 
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his  majesty  as  highly  impoHtio  and  eztiaOTdinary  in  the 
untried  situation  of  the  French  government,  and  as  justi* 
fied  by  no  distress,  no  pressure,  no  exigency.  His  Joid- 
ship  asserted,  the  scarcity  was  in  no  respect  owing  to 
the  war ;  much  of  it  was,  he  said,  owing  to  the  present 
unproductive  situation  of  the  Netherlands,  The  disaster 
at  ^uiberon  had  not  occasioned  it,  as  the  grain  which 
fell  mto  the  hands  of  the  enemy  consisted  chiefly  of  the 
cargoes  of  some  of  the  American  ships  which  lu|d  been 
seized  in  their  way  to  France.  The  bad  success  of  that 
expedition  was,  he  contended,  solely  to  b^  ascribed  to 
the  treachery  of  the  epaigrant  corps,  which  could  not 
have  been  forese^nt 
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On  the  same  Subjects 

He  pointedly  ridiculed  the  satisfaction  enjoyed  by  the 
ministers,  on  finding  that  the  prophecies  he  had  former- 
Jy  uttered  in  that  hojjse,  on  the  conduct  of  our  worthy 
9dlies,  had  been  but  half  as  bad  in  the  accomplishment 
^  they  were  predicted.  After  enumerating  the  victories 
of  the  French,  and  detailing  the  desertion  pf  the  allies^ 
he  wished  to  be  informed,  how  many  years  of  such  im* 
provement  the  nation  would  be  able  to  bear?  Judging 
of  the  future  by  the  past,  he  had  but  little  confid^ice 
in  ministers ;  but  if  their  boasts  of  our  improvement  and 
temporary  success  were  well  founded,  diis  was,  above  all 
others,  the  most  favourable  season  for  negotiation.  The 
empire  could  only  be  saved  by  peace ;  and  it  was  of 
%\^  utmost  importance  to  preserve  it  entire.     The  old 
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Story  of  the  French  finances  had  again,  he  said,  been 
brought  forward  ;  he  wished  some  attention  to  be  paid 
to  the  finances  of  this  country.     If  those  of  France  were 
not  unlimited,  the  finances  crf'Great  Britain  were  not  with^ 
6ut  bounds.     His  lordship  wished  to  know  if  the  taxes 
of  this  year  had  proved  productive.     If  they  failed,  aU 
was  over.     People  could  only  bear  taxtt  to  a  certain  ex« 
tent :  a  few  more  would  weigh  down  the  scale.     As  to  the 
West-India  expedition,  there  was  litde  chance  of  making 
an  impression  on  St.  Domingo  ;  and  of  this  lord  Chatham 
was  so  sensible,  that  in  his  seven  years'  war  he  never 
would  attempt  it.     The  armament  was,  he  understood, 
the  worst  arranged  and  equipped  that  had  ever  gone 
from  this  country.     After  stating  its  probable  inefficacy 
his  lordship  asked,  whether  a  worn-out  island  or  two, 
if  taken,   were  worth  the  price  of  suob  an  armament? 
The  plan  of  the  French,  in  sending  out  ship  by  ship, 
was  what  our  ministers  should  have  followed.     If  the 
discussions  in  the  French  convention  were  to  be  depend- 
ed upon,  the  French  would  not  give  up  the  Netherlands 
for  West- India  settlements,  as  they  were  powerful  enough 
not  only  to  retain  their  own  islands,  but  to  invade  ours. 
The  language  of  the  speech,  though  rather  more  pacific 
than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  meant,  he  said,  nothing 
more  than  a  display  of  the  dexterity  of  ministers  in  pro« 
ceeding  with  the  war  another  year.     The  last  year  every 
thing  was  to  be  atchieved  by  a  dedsive  and  vigorous  ef- 
fort ;  now  the  new  order  of  things  in  France  was  to  be 
relied  upon.     With  respect  to  the  assignats,  it  was  plain 
the  noble  secretary  inclined  to  the  old  exploded  idesi 
that  money  was  the  sinew  of  war, — ^an  idea  contradicts 
ed  by  .the  best  writers  ancient  and  modem.     Livy  told 
us  (rf*  Uiree  things  which  constituted  the  sinews  of  war,«« 
good  soldiers,  good  commanders,  and  good  fortune  ;  aH 
of  uriiich  the  French  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree^ 
His  lordship  repeated  his  former  argument,  that  nothing 
in  point  of  resources  was  beyond  the  reach  of  a  revob 
lutiomry  government,  whereas  regular  govemmoits  had 
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their  limitations  in  this  point ;  and  lie  trusted  that  what 
had  happened  to  the  old  government  of  France  would 
serve  as  a  warning  to  ministers,  of  the  &tal  consequences 
of  improvidently  exhausting  the  revenues  of  this  country. 
He  earnestly  recommended  immediate  negotiation :  and 
after  an  exhortation  to  peace,  as  the  otAj  e&ctual  re- 
medy which  could  be  applied  to  the  grievanoes  under 
whi^  h  the  country  groant^d,  his  lordship  dKlared  tba^ 
he  should  support  the  amendment. 


MR.  FOX, 


On  the  State  of  the  Natioru 

The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  resists  this 
motion,  this  night,  in  a  way  which,  though  not  wholly 
new  from  the  same  quarter,  brings,  with  every  repetition 
of  the  same  argument,  some  fresh  cause  for  astonish- 
ment. The  alledgment  that  this  war  has  been  success- 
ful, is  not'  made  now  by  that  honourable  gentleman,  ibr 
tfie  first  time,  it  is  true ;  but  then  his  recurrence  to  for- 
mer^ I  will  not  say  exploded,  but  too  frequency  ui^ed, 
{md  as  frequently  refuted  reasonings,  is  compensated 
by  something  quite  untouched  in  past  discussions.  It 
how  seems  that  this  war  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose 
of  conquering  the  colonies  and  destroying  the  commerce 
of  France.  The  restoration  of  monarchy***the  over- 
throw oi  jacobin  principles-^the  abasement  of  France, 
and  confining  her  to  her  ancient  limits — the  balance  of 
power— the  cause  of  bw,  order,  and  religion — all  these 
are  gone  by  4  and  the  splendid  re  veries;  that  were  soothed 
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by  such  contemplations,  are  fallen,  alas!  and  sunk  down 
to  the  capture  of  ships  and  of  tropical  settlements.  In 
this  view  of  things  the  honourable  gentleman  ventures 
to  compare  the  success  of  the  present  with  that  of  the 
seven  years'  war,  and  finds  great  consolation  in  disco- 
vering, that  even  in  that  glorious  contention  there  had 
bem  some  reversesr— alluding  particularly  to  Minorca 
and  to  Rochefort.  With  some  portion  of  triumph  he 
refers  to  these  misfortunes,  and  applies  hb  discovery, 
in  rather  a  singular  manner,  as  an  argument  to  the  pre- 
sent question  ;  for  he  gives  you  this  piece  of  history  as  a 
reason  against  going  into  any  enquiry  regarding  the  fail- 
ures of  the  present  war.  Most  unfortunately  /or  the 
honourable  gendeman,  the  very  misfortunes  to  which  he 
has  adverted  were  instantly  followed  by  enquiries  in  this 
house.  It  has  been  reserved  for  the  present  war,  though 
the  most  disgraceful  in  its  external,  and  the  most  wretch- 
ed in  its  domestic  consequences,  of  any  that  this  country 
ever  waged,  to  be  the  only  war  in  which  this  house 
never  saw  any  grounds  for  retrospect  or  revision.  All 
the  collected  calamities  of  all  their  predecessors,  for 
ages,  do  not  equal,  either  in  kind  or  in  number,  the 
exploits,  during  the  present  war,  of  the  administration 
just  retired  from  office;  yet  they  are  the  only  men  ever 
possessed  of  the  powers  of  government  in  this  country, 
who  never,  even  in  a  single  instance,  yielded  to  any 
enquiry,  upon  any  part  of  the  innumerable  and  varied 
disgraces  that  have  marked  the  last  nine  years.  So  un- 
lucky is  the  honourable  gentlenum  in  the  case  of  Minorca, 
that  eveiy  thing  respecting  that  business  makes  directly 
against  him.  To  whatever  cause  the  loss  of  that  island 
may  be  attributable,  this  house  immediately  enquired 
into  the  cause.  A  person  for  whose  memory  I  have  the 
deepest  gratitude  and  love,  then  one  of  the  king's  mi- 
nisters,  far  from  resisting,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
resists,  was  the  most  eager  in  insisting  upon  enquiry. 
Unlike  the  present  times,  the  house  of  commons,  :hen, 
bad  not  been  tutored,  into  that  confidence  in  ministers 
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which  distinguishes  later  periods ;  and  the  parliamentary 
enquiries  that  followed  the&iluresto  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded,  so  far  from  embarrassing  the  opera- 
tions  of  government,  or  unnerving  the  martial  oiergies 
of  the  country,  (these  stale  objections  to  the  approved 
and  happy  practice  of  our  ancestors)  were  succeeded  by 
a  series  of  unexampled  renown.  Such  is  the  honourable 
gendeman's  luck,  in  his  historical  references !  Not  one 
word  that  I  have  ever  uttered,  or  that  ever  came  out  of 
the  lips  of  any  friend  of  mine  at  diis  side  of  the  house, 
lias  tended,  even  in  the  most  distant  degree,  to  slur  or 
underrate  the  atchievements  of  our  fleets:  and  1  will 
leave  the  house  to  judge  whether  any  persons,  in  it  or 
out  of  it,  have  dwelt  with  more  rapture  upon  the  tri- 
umphs  of  that  branch  of  the  service  than  we  have.*— 
From  this,  however,  the  honourable  gendeman  strives 
to  draw  a  defence,  of  a  nature  truly  singular.  He  en- 
deavours to  intermingle  with  the  glories  of  the  navy  the 
absurdities  of  his  own  expeditions  :  and  asks  how  the 
military  plans  can  be  all  folly,  and  the  navsd  all  wis- 
dom, both  being  advised  by  the  same  heads? — ^The 
question  answers  itself.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  naval 
tactics,  that  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the  officers  and 
men,  upon  winds  and  weather ;— in  land  operations  a 
good  plan  is  almost  every  thing.  Yet  the  merit  of  the 
admiralty  is  indisputable.  It  is  true,  there  are  parts  of 
the  administration  of  lord  Spencer  (for  whom  my  per- 
sonal respect  is  considerable)  not  free  from  blame,  par- 
ticularly what  related  to  the  in\^sions  of  Ireland  ;  but 
where  the  general  system  has  been  judicious  and  pros- 
perous, it  would  be  invidious  to  dwell  upon  a  few  errors. 
The  honourable  gendeman  would  incorporate  these  two 
services ;  and  is  ready  to  take  his  share  in  the  blame  of 
the  admiralty,  generously  commuting  the  glories  of  his 
department  for  their  miscarriages^  Sir,  every  presump- 
tion is  in  favor  of  the  admiralty :  every  proof  against 
him.  Nobody  asks  about  the  merit  of  the  admiralty. 
It  speaks  for  itself; — and  equally  obvious  is  die  true 
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character  of  the  honourable  gentleman^s  department.     If 
all  his  expeditions  have  been  marked  by  discomfiture 
and  disgrace  ;  if  the  fidlure  of  some  is  aggravated  by 
circumstances  too  painful  to  touch  upon  ;  if  such  armies, 
with  the  courage  they  are  known  to  possess,  have  pro- 
duced only  such  efiects, — ^the  result  is  infallible.     It  is 
but  to  name  the  enterprizes,— «and  the  information,  the 
skill,  the  vigor,  and  the  ability  of  those  who  planned 
them,  are  as  plain  as  demonstration  could  make  thenw 
No  man  will  ever  enquire  about  the  wisdom  that  pro-  ' 
jected  the  expeditions  to  Quiberon,  to  Flanders,  to  St. 
Dommgo,  to  Holland,  to  Ferrol,  to  Cadis,  &c.     These 
things  are  past  all  curiosity^    The  honourable  gentleman 
has  another  way  of  reconciling  this  house  to  his  disasters. 
With  a  precision  that  is  quite  ludicrous,  and  a  gravity 
of  face  which,  unless  he  were  quite  certain  of  his  au- 
^ence,  would  excite  a  suspicion  that  he  was  mocking 
the  house,  he  gives  us  the  dates,  to  an  hour,  of  the  days 
on  which  his  expeditions  sailed,  when  they  landed,  re« 
treated,  or  capitulated :  sometimes  it  is  the  wind,  and 
sometimes  the  rain,  and  sometimes  the  frost,  the  snow^ 
the  cold,  the  heat ;  now  it  is  too  early,  and  then  it  is  too 
late  t'-^and  to  this  notable  narrative  the  house  listens,  with- 
out once  saying,  ^  Tell  us  of  a  single  military  enterprize 
in  which  you  have  succeeded  ?    and  if  you  cannot,  give 
us  some  better  reason  than  your  oivn  words  to  believe 
that  you  are  blameless.     Let  us  enquire  into  the  fiicts, 
and  judge  for  ourselves.''    The  honourable  gentleman, 
with  this  mass  of  defeats  before  his  eyes,  has  the  hardi- 
hood  to  talk  of  the  success  of  this  war  ;  and  thinks  the 
enumeration  of  islands  and  settlements,  and  a  schedule  of 
captured  ships  and  frigates,  will  blind  the  eyes  and  con- 
found the  understandings  of  men,  so  as  to  be  divertedl 
from  the  only  proper  consideration,  the  only  rational 
test  of  comparative  success  ;  namely,  the  relative  situation 
of  the  two  countries,  (of  which  a  word  by-and-by)  in 
point  of  power.     This  is  the  true  criterion  of  success, 
even  without  recurring  to  ail  the  former  motives  to  this 
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war-T^restoring  monarchy,  ^  and  putting  down  atliebm 
and  jacobinism,  and  God  knows  what.  Of  the  word 
diversion,  the  honourable  gentleman  gives  .us  indeefl  a 
very  curious  illustration.  Up  to  this  moment,  I  believe, 
no  man  ever  understood  any  thing  else  by  milHary  diver* 
sion,  but  the  drawing  off,  by  means  of  a  few,  a  larger 
number  of  your  enemy,  who  might  hurt  you  more  in 
another  quarter.  The  expedition  to  Holland,  he  teDs 
us,  had  three  objects  in  view,— the  capture  of  the  flect-^ 
giving  the  Dutch  an  opportunity  of  shaking  off  the  yoke 
of  France-)— and  making  a  diversion  for  our  allies  in  Italy 
and  on  the  Rhine.  He  asks,  ^'  Is  it  nothing  to  have  ten 
ships  of  the  line  added  to  our  own  navy,  which  else  would 
be  at  this  moment  the  means  of  annoying  us  in  the  bands 
of  our  enemy  ?"  Sir,  in  this,  as  in  every  other  instance, 
the  English  navy  did  the  duty  assigned  to  it  nobly  ;  and 
if  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet  was  a  primary  object  of 
that  memorable  expedition,  that  object  was  accomplish* 
ed  without  any  necessity  of  hazarding  any  land  experi* 
ments,  under  the  honourable  gentleman's  auspices  ; — for 
in  point  of  fact,  the  fleet  revolted  and  surrendered  be- 
fore the  landing  on  the  Helder-point  With  respect  to 
the  second  object,  namely,  giving  the  Dutch  an  oppor- 
tunity of  shaking  off  the  yoke  of  France,  how  the  Dutch 
felt,  and  fell  at  this  hour,  with  what  horror  they  received 
your  proffered  release  from  their  bondage,  and  the  exe- 
cration with  which  they  load  your  name,  it  is  unneces* 
sary  to  state.  But  in  the  third  and  grand  point,  that  of 
a  diversion  in  favour  of  our  allies,  there  we  did  wonders. 
If  Europe  were  searched,  not  a  place  could  be  found 
so  well  calculated  for  enabling  a  smaller  to  combat  a 
larger  army,  as'  this  selected  spot.  To  this  fatal  neck 
of  land  did  that  honourable  gentleman  devote  thirty  thou- 
sand British  soldiers,  and  (whilst  aggravated  by  the  de- 
rision of  Europe,  this  country  had  tb^  mortification  of 
seeing  a  British  army  purchase  its  escape  from  an  array 
much  inferior  to  itself,  by  the  delivering  up  of  eight  thou- 
sand  picked  seamen)  so  signal  was  the  t^oefit  to  our  ^es 
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of  this  precious  diversion,  that  about  the  very  time  that 
the  English  army  was  making  that  respectable  retreat, 
the  grand  armies  of  our  allies,  under  Hotze  and  Suwar* 
row,  were  broken,  beaten,  dispersed,  and  routed,  never 
more  to  rally  or  unite.  Such  was  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's diversion  in  Holland  ! — such  its  effect !  But  his 
unconquered  mind  was  not  yet  subdued  enough  from 
military  expeditions.  He  proposed  new  sources  of  re- 
nown for  those  armies  whose  happy  destiny  it  was  to  be 
it  his  disposal.  -  Because  he  failed  in  the  north,  he  was 
certain  of  success  in  the  south  ;  and,  sure  enough^  he 
dispatches  a  formidable  forte  under  sir  Ralph  Abercrom* 
bie,  not  as  a  diversion  I  no, — this  body  was  destined  to 
co-operate  directly  with  the  Austrians  in  Italy  This 
armament,  delayed  until  any  man  of  common  sense 
must  have  seen  its  total  inutility  towards  its  professed 
object,  arrives  at  Genoa,  just  in  time — for  what?  to 
assist  general  Melas  ?  No,— but  just  in  time  to  have  the 
earliest  intelligence  of  his  total  ruin.  It  sails  into  the 
road  of  Genoa,  to  sail  out  again,  and  escapes  into  the 
Mediterranean  at  the  very  time  the  Austrian  garrison  in 
that  capital  passes  out  to  meet  their  defeated  country- 
men  in  the  northern-most  parts  of  Italy.  But  was  this 
co-operation  desired  by  the  Austrians  r  No  such  wish 
is  expressed  or  felt*  The  honourable  gendeman  plainly 
enough  lets  us  understand  the  direct  contrary.  And  was 
it  thus  that  British  armies  were  accustomed  to  be  treated 
in  former  wars  ?  Was  it  in  this  way  that  prince  Eugene 
acted  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ?  What  then  is  the 
fact?  but  that  the  hitherto  untarnished  reputation  of 
our  arms  has  so  suffered  under  the  baneful  mismanage- 
ment of  his  majesty's  late  ministers,  that  the  co-opera- 
tion of  twenty  thousand  Englishmen  is  so  slighted  by 
our  allies,  that  they  deprecated  their  aid,  and  resolved 
to  touch  nothing  belonging  to  u^but  our  guineas. 
Now,  sir,  as  to  the  delay  of  this  expedition  to  Italy, 
let  me  implore  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  defence.    With  the  same  admirable 
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minutenesB,  as  to  days  and  dates,  he  tdis  you  that  tUs 
grand  scheme  was  determined  on  the  Q2dof-Fehraary. 
On  the  23d,  he  told  it  the  king.  On  the  24th  he  told 
it  to  the  duke.  On  the  28th  the  duke  told  him  some- 
thing. The  honourable  gentleman  then  reads  twe  let- 
ters, the  one  from  sir  Charles  Stewart,  the  other  from 
the /duke  of  York,  in  support  of  thi&  part  of  his  defence. 
I  have  been  called  a  new  member  of  this  night ;  and  new 
and.  raw  indeed  must  I  be,  and  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
practice  of  this  house,  if  I  could  hear,  without  reproba- 
tion, that  which  would  have  been  scouted  and  spurned 
in  the  good  times  of  the  English  constitution,-- -when  a 
.spirit  of  just  jealousy  of  its  rights,  and  a  proper  sense 
of  its  independence,  prevailed  in  this  house,  instead  of 
a  blind  confidence  in  the  executive  government.  In  sudi 
times,  no  minister  would  have  dared  to  have  read  to  the 
house  of  commons  of  England  the  garbled  extracts,  just 
as  suited  his  own  purpose,  of  letters  from  general  officers 
as  an  excuse  for  miscarriages,  affecting  in  the  nearest  and 
dearest  sense  the  honour  and  interests  of  the  country. 
It  is  true  that  I  have  not  been,  for  some  time,  in  habits 
of  intercourse  with  the  illustrious  person  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  army ;  but  greatly  indeed  must  he  be  changed 
from  what  I  knew  him,  if  he  would  not  mark  with  his 
abhorrence  this  style  of  palliation.  For  what  is  it  ?  and 
what  does  i^  prove  ? — that,  if  there  were  nothing  more 
than  we  haye  heard,  his  Royal  Highness  ought  to  be  in- 
stantly impeached.  The  national  defence  of  England-^ 
its  militia,  is  cut  up  by  the  roots;  the  general  body  of 
its  officers  is  disgusted  by  the  laws  past  in  1799,  which 
transferred  to  the  line  so  large  a  proportion  of  it&  best 
disciplined  men.  These  men,  leaving  the  militia  a  mere 
skeleton,  ^re  incorporated  with  regular  regiments*  and 
embarked  for  Holland:  and,  seven  mont^  after  their 
first  embarkation,  to,  and  five  months  after  their  return 
from,  that  disastrous  enterprize,  their  commander  ia 
chief  informs  the  executive  government,  if  we  are  to  be- 
lieve the  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  will  take  fiUi  two 
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montha  to  discipline  them  into  fitness  for  actual  service ! 
Was  there  ever  before  such  a  defence-as  this,  hazarded 
before  an  assembly  of  rational  men?  Those  troops^ 
which  at  the  expence  of  the  national  militia  of  this  coun« 
try^  were  bbasted  as  most  excellent  in  the  summer,  are 
declared  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  spring,  to  be  good 
for  nothing,  without^  at  the  least,  two  months  drilling  and 
forming.  They  were,  it  seems,  in  the  completest  state 
possible  for  the  field  in  August ; — but  in  the  following 
February,  even  their  leader,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  war 
minister,  describes  them  as  wholly  useless,  unless  they 
have  such  a  length  of  time  allowed  them  to  be  perfected 
in  their  exercises  as  defeated  whatever  hopes  the  n<m 
doubtable  project  to  the  Mediterranean  might  excite. 
To  all  this,  the  honourable  gentleman  adds,  that  the 
weather  was  too  wet  for  field-days,  and,  when  not  wet, 
was  very  cold — the  men  had  not  even  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  their  officers.  Some  little  advantage  of  cli« 
mite  France  possesses  over  this  country  ; — but  never  sure 
did  any  analyzer  of  atmospheres  conceive,  that  the  very 
weather  which  in  one  country  prevented  soldiers  fix)m 
peeping  out  of  their  quarters,  enabled  the  other  to  coU 
lect  and  to  create,  from  raw  recruits^  a  .perfect  army^ 
and  to  carry  this  army,  so  created,  over  those  mi^ty 
barriers,  the  passage  of  which  was  one  of  the  wonders  of 
the  ancient,  and  one  citht  doubts  of  the  modern  world* 
It  was  in  that  very  weather,  at  the  remembrance  of 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  shivers,  that  Bonaparte 
— but  not  until  he  had  almost  prostrated  himself,  in  his 
solicitations  for  peace,  before  the  in&tuated  rulers  of 
the  unhappy  nations  at  war  with  France — then  it  was, 
even  in  that  weather,  that  this  extraordinary  man  assem- 
bled and  animated  the  youth  of  France*  He  found  good 
weather  for  field-days,  and  had  time  enough  so  to  drill 
and  discipline  his  new-raised  corps,  as  to  break  to  pieces 
the  veteran  legions  of  Austria,  and  in  one  day  to  re- 
cover all  the  conquests  of  two  successful  campaigns. 
But  had  the  honourable  gentleman's  expedition  been 
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able  to  sail  sooner: — ^Ifthebatde  of  Marengo  had  not 
been  lost  :-^But— If— -Why,  sir,  I  do  not  knoir  what 
degree  of  fortune  there  may  be  in  this  battle,  or  in  that 
bacde ;  but  I  believe  the  honourable  gentleman  never 
vas  more  mistaken  than  he  would  find  himseU;  even 
in  the  event  of  Bonaparte's  defeat  at  Marengo.  Such 
were  the  precautions  of  that  fhiit^l  mind ;  so  weli  &A 
he  arrange  his  measures ;  so  litde  did  he«  in  truth,  trust 
to  mere  fortune,  that  if,  against  all  probability,  Marengo 
had  been  lost,  that  mighty  genius  had  so  formed  and  d^ 
posed  his  resources,  that  many  and  many  a  bloody  bat- 
tle must  have  been  gained  by  his  enemies  before  they 
could  have  made  much  impression  upon  the  inconqxira- 
ble  system  of  his  operations  in  Italy  last  summer.  I 
defy  imbecility  itself  to  string  together  a  more  motley 
rack  of  excuses  than  the  honourable  gentleman  has  laid 
before  the  house  this  night.  Amsterdam  had  been  taken, 
if  sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  had  landed  on  the  l6th  in- 
stead the  27th  of  August. — Sir  John  Stuart's  dislike  to 
the  Russians  protracted  sir  Ralph's  dc^parture  for  the 
Mediterranean. — Ten  Jhousand  Irish  militia  were  to 
come  to  England,  and  ten  thousand  English  to  go  to 
Ireland.-^Some  of  the  troops  wanted  their  new  coats — 
some  their  arms. — One  expedikion  sailed  on  the  8th  of 
April,  took  shelter  on  the  iSth,  and  re-sailed  on  the 
24th. — It  was  designed  to  assist  the  Austrians,  but  the 
Austrians  would  not  be  assisted  — There  was  no  plan 
or  concert  between  the  two  courts.— ^ An  account  current 
with  the  seven  years'  war ;  took  more  ships  than  lord  Chat- 
ham, and  more  islands. — ^St.  Domingo  was  unhealthy, 
and  rather  expensive ;  but  it  was  a  good  market. — This 
war  has  opened  worlds  of  new  markets.— Returns,  even 
to  a  man,  of  the  new- raised  corps  at  Gibraltar.  Minor- 
ca, Malta,  Portugal ;  and  the  total  of  your  force  now, 
and  in  1797,  with  a  most  comfortable  exactness. — The 
history  of  England  from  1755  to  1762 — ^from  Sevem- 
drobg  to  the  Havannah ; — In  a  word,  such  a  series  of 
insulting  puerilities  as  no  house  of  parliament  was,  ever 
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before,  entertained  with,  under  the  name  of  a  defence^ 
So  mnob,  for  the  present,  of  the  late  aeeretary  ;  and  now 
to  proceed  to  another  view  of  the  success  of  this  war. 
Tlie  kte  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  tells  us,  that  he 
forbears  going  over  the  military  exploits,  only  because 
his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Dundas)  has  put  those  things 
in  the  clearest  light.  He  is  equally  .positive  as  to  the 
success  of  the  war  ;  but,  not  to  usurp  upon  his  truly 
fortunate  colleague,  he  has  his  own  peculiar  instances 
to  detail  of  prosperity,  of  comfort,  and  of  multiplied 
happiness-^all  flowing  in  upon  the  country  from  his  own 
more  immediate  department.  Quite  scandalized  at  my 
honourable  friend's  statement  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
national  debt  in  consequence  of  this  war,  the  honourable 
gentleman  pares  down  its  amount  since  1793  to  the 
trifle  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-millions :  and  how  ? — 
by  a  mode  surprisingly  curious  indeed.  First,  he  cuts 
out  the  fifly-six  millions,  for  which  the  income-tax  is 
mortgaged  ;  and  next,  he  desires  you  to  forget  all  that 
th  e  sale  of  the  land-tax  has  already  purchased,  or  may 
yet  redeem.  Alas,  sir  !  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in  this 
house  would  rejoice  more  than  I,  that  the  income-tax 
was  to  be  set  down  for  nothing  ;  and  I  cannot  help 
admiring  that  frontless  insensibility  under  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  passes  over  a  grinding  impost, 
that  has  ripped  open  the  private  concerns,  and  re- 
duced the  necessary  comforts,  of  every  man  in  Eng- 
land. The  extinction  of  debt  from  the  sale  of  the 
land-tax  carries  its  own  evil  in  its  tail ;  and  we  might 
as  well  fejoice  at  our  prosperity  from  that  measure, 
as  a  private  man  would  from  paying  his  debts  by 
bringing  his  estate  to  the  hammer.  The  debts  in  so  far 
may  be  paid ;  but  the  estate  is  gone  for  ever.  The 
honourable  gentleman  must  think  his  audience  are  chil- 
dren, when  he  attempts  to  cajole  them  by  such  a  play 
upon  wor^«  In  reality,  what  is  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try upon  this  point  ?  From  such  a  population  as  that 
of  Great  Britain,  near  forty  millions  sterling  are  annually 
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wrung:  to  this  add  ten  mittioiis  more  fisr  the  poor-mles, 
making  together  about  fifty  millions.  The  hoKMnUe 
gentleman  has  estimated  the  hnded  rentid  of  Englaiid 
at  twenty-five  millions*  Thus,  then,  we  pay,  7e«rfy, 
double  the  produce  of  the  whole  rental  of  the  eoimtry, 
in  rates  and  taxes ;  a  sum  approaching  very  near  At 
whole  income  of  the  country,  taking  the  locome-laaL  ms 
the  barometer  of  its  amounts  Was  any  nation  ever  be- 
fore in  such  Gircmnstances  ?  If  nothing  else  was  sM- 
«d  but  ^is  undisputed  fact,  is  it  not,  of  itself,  a  crying 
reason  for  inquiry  ?  Will  the  honourable  geftdemaa  teU 
us  of  any  people  that  were  (not  in  degree  mere^,  bot  in 
kind  or  principle)  in  such  a  state,  since  the  begmning  of 
the  world  ?  As  to  the  sinking  lund,  let  it  be  always  le* 
membered  that  its  effects,  highly  beneficial  as  they  are, 
tnust  depend  upon  the  revenue  keeping  its  fevd.  U*tbe 
revenue  fails,  the  charm  of  the  sinking  fund  vanishes  into 
nothing.  This,  sir,  is  the  true  {Mcture  of  our  financial  con- 
dition as  a  state  ;  and  the  condition  of  the  {leople  is  strict- 
ly answerable  to  it.  One  ^xth  of  all  4he  souls  in  Eng- 
land is  supported  by  charity  ;  and  the  plight  of  a  greatpro- 
portion  of  those  who  contribute  to  their  maintenance,  is 
l>ut  little  better  than  that  of  the  paupers  whom  they  suc- 
cour. How  the  hon.  gentleman  has  nerves  tosustaia 
him  in  venturing  to  talk  of  the  happiness  oi  this  coantry 
would  be  incomprehensible,  if  our  longexperienee  of  him 
had  not  convinced  us  of  the  fondness  with  whioh  he  can 
survey  every  act  of  bis  own*  The  repetition  of  hb  delu- 
sions, deludes  even  himself.  He  has  indulged  so  mucb 
in  these  fallacious  and  fatal  reveries,  that  be  appears  to 
have  become  his  own  bubble,  and  almost  to  mistake 
for  realities  the  phantasmas  of  bis  bewildered  wits.  Let 
him  ask  any  of  the  members  from  Yorkshire  and  Lan- 
cashire, what  the  state  is  of  the  manuiacmres  in  those 
countries  ;  even  those  (looking  at  Mr.  Wilberforce)  of 
whom  I  may  not  think  the  best,  will  not  venture  to  deny 
the  starving,  distracted  condition  of  those  great  and  po* 
pulous  districts.     From  them,  he  may  receive  an  empha* 
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tieal  ftiid  d^K^istVe  cmbadiddoti  to  his  distempered  and 
pemioioiks  ^bncies.     These,  sir^  bre  some  of  the  inter* 
nal  eflfectd  of  this  Wir^  whkh  both  the  honourable  gen« 
tlemen  (Messrs.  Pitt  and  D^ndas)  venture  to  compare 
with  former  contentions  against  France*   We  have  taken 
more,  they  tell  ns,  tiian  even  in  tfie  seven  years*  w», 
and  Ihetefore  this  sorpai^sed  that  in  sueees^*  *Oood  God, 
BIT  I  what  an  eflfect  does  a  cofifidence  itt  Hie  votes  of  this 
house  produce  upon  the  understandings  t>f  men  of  abiU^- 
ties !  To  talk  of  this  war,  and  that  ctf  thd  seven  years  M 
We  «have  destroyed  the  'commerce  of  fVance-^we  have 
taken  their  islands,  say  you-^But  these  I  say,  were  not 
the  objects  of  the  war.   •  If^you  have  de^roy^d  the  com^- 
meroe  of  Ftance,  you  have  destroyed  it*  at  the  -expense 
of  near  three  hundred  millions  of  debt.    If  you  /have 
tal^n  ^e '  Freneh  islands,  'you  have  a  bbotlesa  eaptu^  I 
for  ybu  arbieady  ehou^to  restore  th^m  aft  the  pricfc 
of  peaoe«   •  You  haw  tiik^n  islands*^but  y^ii  have,  at 
the  same  time,  laid  ih^  house  of  Austria  prostrate  at  the 
feettff'  triumphant  Fhmce.  \  Have  yott  restored  monar- 
chyf — ftse  very  hopdk  are  intbmbed  fdr  *ver*     Have  you 
destroyed  jaccrt3inism^  as-  you  call  it  ?-— Your  resistance 
has  made  it  stronger  thdn'eten  '  Have  you  reduced  the 
jK^wer  of  France  ?--^Fnlncti^  aggrandized  beyond  the 
wiktest  dreams^  of  former  laihbition.     Have  you  driven 
her  withitt  her  ancicint  frontiers  ?i--She^had  enlarged  lier*- 
B^if  to  the  ^ihe,  atklto'  the  Alps ;  ahd  ailded  five  miU 
lions  to^  her  pdpulktioh  In  the  centre  of  Europe.     Yoii 
had  all  the  >gr«at  states  of  Eutope  fo^  your  allies  against 
FrairiGe-^What  h  bicbme  of  them  i  AH  that  you  have  not 
rumed,  are  Jyour  dtt^mindd  enemies. '    Where  are  the 
n^tral  poivers  f  Every  one  of  them  li?dKue  with  this  very 
France  for  your  destruction;     Could  all  this  be  chance  ? 
—-No,  sir,  it  is  the  true  stlccession  of'  effect  to  cause* 
It  is  the  legitimate  Issue  of  your  own  system.    You  be- 
gan In  foolishness,  ahd  yoit  end  in  mischief.    Tell  me 
one' sih^e  objec't  ol*  tli«"W*r  that  ydtt  have  obtained* 
Tell  me  one  evll^hat  yoti  have  not  brdught  upon  vonr 
Vol.  II.  69 
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country.    Yet  thishouae  will  not  inquire^  The  haumt-k 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  says,  ve  hftue  bad  mtmc 
difficultxQB  to  encounner  than  any  former  govenioieiit; 
for  we  had  constantly  thwarting  us  the  implaubW  mem- 
fiter,  Jacobinv^.,    Sir»  jacobinism  has  in  it  no  property, 
;m3|  sure  as  t^ie  honourable  gentlemai|t'&  system^  to  pro- 
pagate andiconfirm  it.    That  system  has  giv^  to.  Jam* 
fainism  life  and  nutriment,  strength  and  matmity»  wliich 
it  could  not  have  derived  from  any  other  source.    Bent 
jipoa  crushing  every  idea  ofsoiy  reform,  they  resolved 
to  stifle  the  once  free  genius  of  the  EngUsh  mmdy  and 
suspend  some  of  the  mostvahiabie  parts  of  the  Eqg^lish 
constitution  rat);ier  than,  yield,  ohejot.    H^ncc  their  od* 
ministratioa  is  marked,  in  this  country,  by  a  succ^awxi 
of  infrin^[«iei\t9  upon  the  dearest  ri|;^s  of  the/people-^ 
by  inyasifxis  and  Kbfliions  in  anqther  comntiy^    The 
parent  source  of;  all  these  disorders  is  that  b^eful  im« 
policy,  in  which  both  the  honourable  gentlemen  endea* 
vour  to  iofiplicate  this  hou^e.    .  All  vt  hai^  jdonc^  says 
the  honourable  gfintleoMn  (Mr.  Dundas^)  w^,  to  be 
fiure>  is  rnqre  a  .man  of  thifig^  than  wwda,  hats  been 
approved  by  all^  exceplingamis^ii^le  ren^tdtU  of  this 
bouse,  (an  .e^pre^si•n  which  he  usesi,  I  pr«$ttiDe  to 
show»  that;  though  ^  act.  of  parliament  may«'in<(arpon^ 
legislatures,  i^i Cfinn.Qt .unitf^  l^^ngpagess^) aatd.the  olkuer 
gentleman '  is  |so  f anxious  to  :  establish*  tJb^  popjirfari^  of 
Ills  syfijkep,.that.be.^nmst.reiMroapbes,.th^^  hoifese  with 
coldness  in  . tfaeir  i  «4PPort  of  ban. .;  'Iie<^<Mnp)*ia8  that 
i^fldyaeven-eig^s  of  the  members  of  this  houaetwinefor 
his  measures,  whep  he  hafd  .j^inentenjths.of  t)ie..pe(qpiei 
If  this  were  true  of  the  people,  they  would  almost  de* 
serve  their  present  fate ;  byt  the  -drift  of  all  thi^  is  oU 
vio^s  enough.     T^  idontifica^oh  of  himself  with  the 
bouse ;  this  labpi^ipus  shifting,  as  it  were«  of  the^  honour- 
able gentlei^an's  o^n  reqpiQi^ibility  upon  their  votes,  15 
veiy  mtelligible;  ajod  hplalls  into  t)iat  classical  coirectqess 
which  I  have  l?eif5)fQ  notice^  ^nl^  honourable  ^iend>  in  ' 
his  ^eat  zf^,  t9-inake  thi^  pp^t  o)efi[r.    j71io»gh  far 
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Ittft  Jia£'tlire&  parltmiientii,  clK>sen»  ofte  would  have 
thought,  pretty  well  to  his  taste,  he  asserts  that  even 
the  mac^ties  of  this  house  eould  not  come  up  to  the 
tone/optiie  pttbUc,  in  favour  oif  his  measures,  which  he 
says  .(tUnkuig,  however,  with  his  honourable  friend, 
that  our  opposition  wds,  at  the  same  time,  an  advantage 
to  him),  bad.  the  sahetion  of  all,,  but  a  few  exjdoded 
opinions  in  this  house*  Exploded  opinions,  then,  he 
defines  to  be,  opinions  which  this  house  negatives  by  its 
majorities..  The  honourable  gentleman  must  allow  me 
to  infiMrin  him,  that  his  great  and  justly  revered  fetiier 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  enforcement  of 
such  exploded  opinions.  I  must  remind  him,  that  he 
himsdf  (who  has  since  found  such  effisctual  means  of 
giving  currency  to  has  sentiments)  was  for  some  time 
taint^  with  such  exploded  opinions*  Exploded  opinicHis 
have  distinguished  many  of  the  wisest  and  the  best  men 
this  nation  ever  produced  ;  and  though  I  lament  the  suf-' 
feringa  of  my  country  from  the  neglect  of  these  opinions, 
I  assure  the  honourable  gentleman^  and  this  house,  that 
there  is  nothing  on  which  I  should  so  steadily  rely  for  the 
regaffd  of  good  men,  living,  or  of  posterity,  when  in 
ny  grave,  as  those  very  opinions  whidi  the  votes  of  this 
b<Miie  have  enabled  the  hcmourable  gentieman  to  stigma- 
tize as  exploded.  In  point  of  fact,  however,  the  honour- 
able gentlenmn  still  surveying  himself  in  the  iattery  of  his 
own  mirror,  b  m^iolly  mistaken  about  these  exploded 
opinions*  It  was  to  these  exploded  opinions  that  Uie  ne- 
gotiations of  Paris  and  Lisle  are  attributable.  We  gave 
strong  reasons  in  this  house  for  peace.  The  public  thought 
with  us  :  arid  we  have  his  own  words,  that  he  entered  up^ 
on  that  treaty  only  in  compliance  with  what  he  now  calls 
exploded  opinions.  But  the  honourable  gendeman  has  a 
keen  anxiety,  lest  this  house  should  not  continue  to  think 
these  opinions  quite  so  exploded  i  for  he  asks.  Will  this 
house,  by  going  into  the  proposed  inquiry,  disgrace  its 
former  votes  ?  To  which  I  answer,  Yes,  certainly,  if 
thia  houae  will  save  the  country.    In  the  veiy  house  of 
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Qfmmmfkf  to  wbidi  I  bofore  iMnAtii'iSbc  a 
of  the  honourabli)  ^Ueniaa's  ei^ploded 
veiy  stimulus  to  pridt  wis  m^gedi  though  without  t&cu 
That  house,  as  wqU  as  thb  hcmse,  was  ^[ocstiaiiBd^  Will 
yqu,  the  uniform  supporters  of  this  war  aigakmlAmawtLf 
disgrace  your  former  votes  ?  But,  sir,  they  6id  ^&a^aicc 
their  former  votes ;  and,  by  ao  domg,  they  did  faaBmir 
to  themiselves,  and  saved  their  country^  That  pvliA^ 
m^nt  was  a  retracting  and  a  reoanthig  parliaments  Bitter 
as  it  was,  the  draught  was  swallowed ;  and  I  have  no 
hesata^tion  in.  say ing,  that  this  house,  to  rescue  iJiis  ooon- 
try,  if  that  indeed  be  possible,  from  the  perils  in  wiucii 
that  honourable  gentleman  has  invdved  it,  must,  txead 
in  the  footsteps  of  its  predeoessor  iii;.1792^and,  by  te^ 
uouncing  th^  honouraUe  gentleraanl  and  his  system  to* 
gether,  presbrve  this  coumry  from  its  impending  dangers. 
Let  it  be  observed,  by  the  way,  that  the  good  acceptance 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  c^nions  in  this  faoime, 
happens  lo  have  been  supported  by  the  subvcfiarf 
aid  of  all  the  power  of  this  government.  Possessed  of 
that  little  adjunct,  he  may  double  or  treble  the  natiooal 
debt ;  but  he  may  be  pretty  sure,  that  hb  opimona  will 
have  a  tolerable  reception  here.  To  esca^^ethe  odiom 
of  being  exploded,  he  may  be  certain  there  is  no  rem^y 
so  efieetual  as  his  resuming  his  former  o$ce,  or  show- 
ing a  perfect  obsequiousriess  to  those  wl|0  are  armed 
witli  its  inAuencc-tTrNqw,  sir,  I  come  to  tfie  con»den- 
tion  of  the  late  change  of  administration.  Reqiecti]^ 
France,  the  whole  country  could  not  a&rd  a  sdection 
of  men  s^o  calculated  to  excite  distrust,  and  ai^[gest 
argzimenta  ad  homines.  If  any  thing  could  jui^ify  the 
sporting  with  human  life,  never,  aure,  was  opGaaion 
more  apt  of  retorting  the  insuitiiig  folly  made  to  Bona- 
parte's most  conciliating  proposals  of  last  year.  With 
how  good  a  grace  might  he  not  answer.  With  you  I  can- 
not treat^-ryou  are  but  newly  in  the  possession  of  a  doubt- 
ful power — I  must  have  experience,  and  the  evidence  of 
lactsr^You  havp  called  me^a  child  and  champioii^  and 


senre  tfae'rempei-orv  rtod -exacts Mkei  strict/ rfbtfilipeiit  of 
the  eiiipcrar?8  engtgementi^  not  to^  madte-a^ separate. i>eace 
befijre  i  igtvcti  time.  ^Unvnaued  by  Maxaepga  and  Ho* 
henUddeDy^-^mnttiught  ^y^  cke^slciU  aixL>peifection  Urith 
whiobflifltiyastlincof  operations, /extendiikpfrbm  Nice 
to  McntsE^  had  been  conducted  m>  the  fiital'  exferimetft 
of  the.  psecQdibg^iiinsneri*-^the  honouvable  •  gemlemail 
stands  upon  the  due  and  fbrfett^ of  his:  treaty  ;.and,  m 
if  the  letter  iof  this,  treaty,  die  wealth  j  of  Ep^jland,  and 
every  other  instigation  bycivhachhe'  could  ^oad  on  thid 
devoted .  prince  badinet  bdeii  isufficien];,'  he<^^teU8  diio 
hotise'  and^ibe  worldv^tUat,  :a8>ai  8pe?pitor,tiJci[en'  aa^a 
spectator,  ^  he .v^ould advise:rtii&  emperor  <o::go  cm ;  se** 
lecting  jdjtb:  wordv^as^ilf 'histev9:gcinmspse»pted;u,ibr 
the  *  parpds^.of .  iUuistmting  die  dift^tenc^'cBeUmen  leio^ 
quenoe  dani  Mdsdbm;;'  Now  mark:  what  fdl|ov0ed.  *  All 
the.  s%Q|;hteritl»t'deluged  the  eaath^jfroththt^iMNifiio 
to  thetlir&iae^,  arsufceissxm  of  ioonatant  vioidiacaj  day  a£« 
ter  dajr,  till'  evea)  Hofacidki^en ^itself  is  .siirpaased-  by 
the  oonventioli;  rbr:  lath^  the  'capltulaiioh.  lof .  fiteyr ; 
and  the  hdkdof  the  house  of  Ailstria  oivirig  hi^ctsovm  to 
the.  clemency,  the  fisrbeamncey  and  magnanimity  of  that 
person^  With  whom  those  ^over  against  me!  have  so  often 
said  it  wduld  be  atFociou3  'andfooliahito  negotiate.  The 
honourable  gentKman'ft:  silence,  as  a  .apeiotatoari  having 
had  a ififlliitmlt  a  1  separate  peafie.u.signed^lljaneville^ 
iind  tfae;tiiro>'hnndredjai»i  fifty  mtttbns  sterlmg,  and  die 
hundredstof  ithbusallids.df  !Bririaliliyes  sacrificed^  m  order 
to  overthrow  the  republican  g^emment;  and  abase  the 
power  of  France,  all  terminate  in  a  treaty  which  regu- 
lates aad  decides  the  destinies  of  the  other  great  powers 
of  Erirope,' without  this  country  being  so  much  as  nam- 
ed  in  it.  All  this  waste  of  wealth,  of  human  life,  and 
national  honour,  finish  in  the  peace  of  Luneville,  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  less  thought  of  and  regarded, 
han  the  poorest,  pettiest  prince  in  the  whole  empire  of 
[Germany.  All  this  passes  without  a  murmur  ;  and  the 
rountry,  with  a  sottish  stupidity,  sees  that^  like  ever)^ 
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father  opptirtuiikyfer  Rstoriiigpduse,  go  fay  m  sikbceand 
stupor.  Caa  all  thb  be  ohanoe  ?-«^wfaat  i  mere  dbence 
-«-diat  everjr^  every  reaaonafale  Jnoinent  should  be  lost, 
and  every  suoceoding  epook  for  itestoring  the  coautry  to 
peace,  should  bring  with  k  aew  wd  aagmeiHed  disad- 
vantages,  growing  in  exact  pcoportioo  to  liie  dimtiea  of 
the  war !  You  revised  peace  at  Paris,  at  Lisle,  aod  twice 
HI  1800.  Then  give  us  better  terms  now,  or  answer  to 
your  country  for.  throwing  those  away  which  you  mi^ 
have  then  had^  Is  the  loss,  for  ever,  of  alidiese  op- 
portumties^  nothing  but  nmtakes — ^rtere  venial  errors  ? — 
Sir,  they  are  high  criaaea  agaiiistrthe  weU*being  of  this 
country  ;  and  we  state  diem  as  such.  We  state  them 
not  upon  assertion*  but  £KSt ;  gtant  u6  the  inquiry  this 
motion  asks  fbr^  and  we  shall  yrovc  ihem.  All  his  dex* 
tfcrily  is  employed  to  show  this  housethat  it  .wiH  be  ^• 
ing  itself,  te  it  were,  a  shp  On  the  face,  if  it  adopt  this 
motion ;  and  he  makes  to  his  friends  amost  pathfetic  ap* 
peal,  upon  grounds  purely  personaL^  Conscious  that  in- 
quiry  wiM  ruin  him,  he  urges  the  pride,  die  consistency, 
the  feeling  of  the  house,  to  reject  my  honoucahle  fiaend*s 
motion  ;  and  he  warns  his  noUe  relation  (Lord  Tern- 
pie)  to  spard  his  compliments,  if  he  withhold  his  rote 
— biquiring  into  his  conduct,  he  avows,  b  the  worst 
service  his  £iends  am  raider  him.  Sir,  undoubtedly 
this  is,  so  far,  the  trudi,  thata  fidrand  honest  inquisitkn 
would  be  his  overthrow;  and  hb  conduct  this  night  is 
a  perfect  comment  upon  his  life.  But  is  it  thus  with 
men  who  dread  notinvestigation  ?* 

*  This  8pescb,of  which  a  part  only  18  hera  ^ven,' coatuos  im« 
doubtcdly  some  of  the  finest  aad  keen^  ridicule^  that  ever  was  at- 

icred.      ...  *       '        . 
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On  Lard  Damlev^s  Motion  for  on  Inquiry  into  the 
Stfite  of  the  Natian. 

He  thought  the  only  ^ay  to  judge'  of  the  conduct  of 
ministers  was  by  comparing  it  with  reference  to  the 
humble  line  of  life  in  which  he  moved.  If  men^ 
continued  his  lordship,  who  had  the  management  of 
my  a&irs  had  run  me  in  debt,  loaded  my  tenants 
with  heavy  burdens  which  they  could  never  pay,  |n-  , 
volved  me  in  contests  at  law  with  every  neighbour-^ 
and,  in  this  situation,  the  per^op  who  directed  *  the  rest 
comes  to  tell  me  that  he  will  leave  my  service,  but  first 
means  to  start  a  question  which  will  raise  disputes 
amoi^st  my  tenants ;  that  he  had  however  left  several 
of  his  fellow-servants  who  would  support  his  measures, 
and  to  whom  he  Jwould  still  give  his  udvice^n  such  a 
dilemma  I  should  directly  send,  and  desire  them  to 
hold  no  communication  with  that  gentleman,  whom  I 
should  order  never  to  approach  my  house.  Whatever 
is  wise  and  prudent  in  private  life  must  be  so  in  public. 
Far  advanced  in  life,  I  can  have  no  object  in  troubling 
your  lordships,  but  a  sense  of  duty ;  never  shall  my 
voice  be  heard  in  a  scramble  for  place  and  power* 
From  my  local  situation  I  have  more  opportunity  of 
witnessing  the  unfortunate  state  of  many  individuals 
than  most  people.  I  shall  give  but  one  instance  :  Some 
time  before  I  left  the  country,  a  poor  man  brought  a 
paper  to  me,  left  him  by  the  surveyor  of  taxes :  he  has 
about  two  acres  of  ground,  and  a  ferry  boat :  his  rent 
is  about  forty  shillings :  he  lias  one  hprse,  one  dog, 
and  a  house  with  two  windows  eighteen  inches  square : 
Vol,  II.  70 
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be  joins  with  a  neighbour  in  the  same  situadon  fo^ 
ploughing  'their  small  farm.  They  charged  thb  roan 
six  shillings  for  his  horse,  four  for  his  dog,  and  half-a- 
crown  for  his  house.  He  has  nothing  but  his  wife  and 
children  untaxed.  Judge  from  this  what  many  feel  f 
Long  and  eloquent  speeches  have  done  much  mischjefl 
If  they  could  have  guarded  our  shores,  and  manned  our 
fleets,  England  wouM  never  flourish  more  than  now  l*^ 
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.  I  shall  only  ^f  of  the  foUoving  tpee^h^  that  it  is  worthy  oF  tbo 
celebrated  man  by  whom  it  waa  delivered. 


On  Earl  Templets  Motion  for  an  Enquiry  into  the  EKgu 
biHty  of  John  Home  Tooke^  Esq.  Cf>^i^  ^  person  in 
holy  clrdersj  to  a  Seat  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

As  no  other  person,  sir,  seems  inclined  to  address  you^ 
I  shall  take  upon  ttit  to  trouble  the  house  for  a  few 
minutes ;  yet  I  rise  on  this  occasion  with  the  greatest 
reluctance.  In  the  course  of  a  long  and  not  an  idle 
life,  I  have  been  engaged  in  many  important  struggles ; 
but  scarcely  ever  was  I  individually  concerned.  I 
fought  with  the  enemies  of  law,  of  liberty,  and  of  truth. 
It  was  of  importance  for  me  to  succeed,  but  my  All- 
ure was  not  of  more  consequence  to  myself  than  to  the 
rest  of  mankind.  The  subjects  in  dispute  were  com- 
mon as  the  elements  of  air  and  water.  Now  I  am  en- 
gaged in  a  personal  struggle.  This,  however,  is  not 
exacdy  the  first  time  that  I  have  been  in  this  unpleasant 
predicament.    I  have  had  to  do  before  with  persons  of  a 

*  This  i^edi  is  of  a  ceatury  and  a  half  ago« 
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i&BoShs^  disposidoDi  and  the  same  ihings  have  happMed 
to  me.  Having  studied  the  appointed  number  of  years 
at  the  university,  and  performed  the  appcunted  exercises^. 
I  aspired  to  the  honour  of  the  degree  of  master  of  art^* 
I  befieve,  sir,  that  this  is  an  honour  that  never  before 
was  disputed  to  any  one  who  solicited  it.  Indeed,  sir^ 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  ta-morrow  be  conferred 
upon  a  great  dog,  if  he  could  pay  the  fees,  and  call  out— ^ 
Pro  Domino  Sege — ^yet  this  was  denied  to  me.  For 
this  fiivottr  I  was  indebted  to  a  forerunner  of  the  noble 
lord's,  (lord  Mountford)  of^niffaom  I  shall  not^M^  ny 
atey  thin^ — De  mortuis  ntAi^— sir,  I  can  go  no  ferther. 
The  next  struggle  of  this  kind  I  had,  was  when  I  offered 
Viyself  as  candidate  to  be  called  te  the'  bar.  I  them 
foUowed  :the  advice  of  the  first  lawyer,  perhaps,  tbat 
this  country  eve»  produced — I  mean  the  late .  lord 
AsliburUMu  I  was  not  foolish  enough  to  give  up  a  situ* 
fttion  whic£  I  then  held,  die  profits  of  winch  were  8u& 
oientibr  my  moderate  desires.  I  had  been  a  member 
of  an  inn  of  court  from  the  year  fifty-six^  and  I  tfaouglU 
myself  not  unqualified  to  exercise  the  proSession  of  tha 
law.  I  might  thus  have  bettered  my  s&tuadon  ;  but  I 
would  not,  upon  speculation,  give  up  what  I  securely  en^ 
joyed.  It  was  well  that  Ixlidnot,  A  noble  niarqub^ 
whose  name  I  shall  not  menticm,  but  who  is  now  a 
memberof  this  house,  interfered^  and  ^binftuence  being 
grrekt,  my  application  was  rqected^»^However — 
''  '  [Mr.  Simeon  bene  rose  io  speak  to  order  ;  but  there 
was  a  loud  ciy  from  every  comer  of  the  house,  of  No» 
fio,  n6  !  Go  on^  go  on,  go  on  !     Mr.  S.  sitting  down»  . 

Mr.  Speaker  said,  tkLt  fae  did  not  exacdy  see  how 
diis  was  pertinent,  but  it  was  yet  impossible  to  say  that 
it  might  not  be  made  to  bear  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  Simeon  assured  the  house,  that  his  only  motive 
for  rising  was,  that  he  was  afraid  the  honourable  gentle* 
nan  was  about  to  cast  a  discredit  upon  a  respectable 
profession,  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong.] 

Mr.    Home  Tooke    then  contimi0l.--T-I  kppc  the 
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house,  sir,  will  ydi  be  satisfied  that  whift  I  faanre  been 
aayiDg  is  not  irrelevant  to  the  ouestion  now  before  you^ 
Why  was  I  thus  refused  ?  Was  there  any  law  against 
ne  ?  None  !  Some  precedent,  then  ?  None  !  Somear* 
guments  were  offered  to  prove  my  uicapacity  ?  Not 
one  I  I  was  rejected,  and  the  first  that  was  ever  rejected 
on  similar  grounds.  To  shew  that  I  am  not  altogether 
impertinent,  the  benches,  having  on  their  side  no  law, 
no  precedent,  no  reason,  were  so  doubtful  as  to  the  pfo- 
priety  of  then*  conduct,  tiiat  they  sent  messengers  tocon« 
suit  with  the  heads  of  the  other  inos  of  court. 

This  learned  body,  Uierefore,  were  not  certain  tha|t, 
though  in  orders,  I  was  ineligible,  or  that,  thoiigh  in 
orders^  I  mightinot  have  laid  them  aside.  I  am  sorry 
that  the  late  chancellor  of  the  txchequer  is  not  in  b^ 
^aee.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  these  proceedings  ; 
and  I  am  mistaken  if  they  have  not  made  a^pcetty  deep 
impression  upon  him*  What  I  have  said,  su%  likewise 
ahews  how  I  have  been  .treated  in  foimcr  times,,  and 
tends,  in  some  measEure,  to  account  for  the  laudable 
seal  manifested  by  the noble  lord  on  the  present  occa* 
^ion*  I  would  beg  Jthe  house  '  to  recolkct,  sir^  how  I 
have  been  nskd  in  tlyis  business.  PMitively,  a  stranger 
would  imagmcthat  I  had  been  guilty  of  felony,  ocsome 
infamous  crime.  I  Have  been  told  to  stand  up  and  shew 
myself.  My  eyesyindeed,  sir,  arejnow  very  weak  ;  but 
I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  the.  noble  lord  is  such  a 
terrible  lookmg  man  that  I  should  have  been  afraid  to 
look  him  in  ijie  face  without  this  admonition>  Have  I 
ever  shewedai^  symptoms  of  cowardice  ?  No,  sir,  I  have 
ever  remained  intrepnl  iii  every  station,  and  the  noble  lord 
might  have  saved  himself  this  trouble.  I  was  next  order- 
ed  to  attend  in  my  seatr*-*when  the  day  of  my  trial  came 
on,  it  was  meant,  no  doubt.  Suppose  I  am  in  priest's 
orders,  sir,  is  this  a  public  delinqdincy  ?  Ought  I  on 
thisaccount  to  be  declared  infamous  ?  I  diould  rather 
think,  sir,  that  being  in  orders  argued  some  degree  of 
learning,  religion,  and  good  charact»r»    Sir,  were  it  not 
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for  my  anxie^  for  the  cbnsdtiition,  and  the  rights  of  th^ 
people,  I  certainly  should  now  be  silent.    It  is  no  fiction, 
that  this  seat  is  absolutely  a  burden  and  an  expence  to 
me.      No  one  advantage  do  I  derive  from  it.     I  want 
not    for  the  privilq^^es  of  parliament,  sir ;  I  have  no 
debts,  sir ;  1  never  had  any,  and  never  shall.     My  spirit 
is   much  too  indppendent  to  allow  me  to  contract  for 
what  I. cannot  pay,  or  to  owe  any  one  when  I  have 
money  to  pay  him.     The  noble  lord  expresses  great  zeal 
fcH-  the  purity  and  independence  of  this  house.     These 
are  6ne  sounding  words  ;  but  neither  of  them  will  suf- 
fer from  my  being  a  member  of  it,  while  I  am  not  sure 
that  they  do  jiot  suffer  from  the  royal  patronage,  the  effects 
of  which  ao.terrify  the  noble  lord  in  this  instance.   Thi  re 
have   been  gentlemen,  not  in  holy  orders,  who  held 
livings  in  tbo-  church,  and.  continued  members  of  this 
house.     Sir  Richard  Wrottedey,  for  one,  held  several 
yaluabfe  benefices.     Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  many 
that  now  hear  me  would  be  glad  to  go  into  orders  for 
15001.  or  aoOOl.  a  year,  if,  indeed,  they  had  the  fair 
moral  character  which  I  enjoyed  when  1  first  entered 
the  church,  and  the  small  pittance  of  learning  necessary 
to  qualify  any  one  for  ordination. 

I  shall  not  trouble  the  house  much  either  with  law  or 

divinity*    All  must  allow  that .  there  is  often  a  great  deal 

of  cant  about  both.    Having  for  many  years  had  neither 

professi<m  nor  employment,  I  have  had  nothing  to  do, 

hut  to  follow  the  bent  of  my  inclinations,  and  to  improve 

my  mind.     I  have  thus  read  much  divinity,  and  with 

law  Subjects  have  been  conversant  near  half  a  century. 

Had  1  not  continually  exercised  my  judgment,  the 

greatisr  part  of  the  books  on  these  subjects  would  have 

turned  my  brain.  ^  This  effect  they  certainly  have  had 

uixm  many  who  have  not  Cised  the  same  precaution.     I 

know  ths  advantage  which  I  >  might  derive  from  perplei(. 

ing  the  understanding,  by  recurring  to  abstruse  reason* 

ingand  legal  quibbles.     But  I  wave  it  all.     I  shall  8f>eak 

nothing  but  common  sense,  and  what  may  be  understood 
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by  any  one,  however  slender  his  acquirements.  The 
natural  way  of  debating  this  question  would  be,  to  cosy' 
eidcTy  first,  the  arguments  from  reason  for  and  against 
the  eligibility  of  a  person  in  holy  orders  ;  next,  the  law 
upon  the  subject ;  and  lastly,  usage  juid  customs,  which^ 
when  they  are  not  contrary  to  reason  or  law,  are  more 
binding  than  either.  To  save  the  time  of  the  house, 
however,  I  shall  take  these  a  little  out  of  their  c^der, 
and  begin  with  precedent.  My  poor  constituoiCs  are 
left  entire  to  me,  and  I  must  do  my  utmost  to  support 
their  interests.  The  report  pfoceeds  on  the  suppcisition 
that  I  am  in  orders.  I  admit  certainly,  that  1  held  the 
living  of  Brentford  forty  years  ago/  But,  in  ^ijeaking 
<^  this  report,  the  question  naturally  arises,  whose  it  is  7 
I  find  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  committee  ordered 
searcli  to  he  made.  If  there  is  one  pnciple  inoon« 
testible,  it  is  this  :  that  no  (Hie  can  delegate  delegated 
power.*  However  great  abilities  have  been  displayed  in 
drawing  out  this  report,  (and  I  mention  this  that  those 
may  have  the  merit  of  it  who  actually  drew  it  out,)  the 
reporter  has  given  us  a  morsel  of  old  English,  which  af> 
forded  me  no  small  amusement.  It  was  written  no 
further  back  than  in  the  time  of  Henry  VI ;  and  though 
there  are  but  twen^^-one  lines  in  all,  the  characters  have 
been  mistaken  eleven  times.  .  Lest  he  should  be  direcled 
to  make  a  second  search  of  this  kind,  I  would  infiorm 
him,  that  the  letter  he  has  mistaken  so  often  £oie  Siy  is 
the  Saxon  theia  ;  and  that  instead  of  yUy-yM^  and  yec^, 
Munds  not  to  be  found  in  the  English  language  at  any 
period  of  our  history,  he  should  Imve  wrote  thts^  thai, 
and  these*  Qf  the  real  saxon  y  he  is  ignorant,  and, 
by  mistaking  it  for  2r,  he  has  committed  sevei]^  Uon* 
ders,  not  less  ridiculous. 

It  is  said  in  the  report,  that  every  thing  is  inserted,  to 
be  found  in  the  journals,  at  all  bearing  upon  the  ques- 
tion.    Sir,  this  is  not  the  case.     Many  facts  directly 
^  in  point  have  been  overlooked  ;  no  one  would  learn  fix>m 
this  report,  but  upon  searching  the  joumab,  he  will 
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find,  that  alt  those  who  were  declared  ineligibte  by  tlie. 
house,  actually  contkiued  to  sit  till  they  were  disquali- 
fied t^  an  act  of  parliament.  It  had  been  declared,  that 
minors,  aliens,  &c.  were  incapable  to  sit  in  the  house 
of  commons ;  yet  till  the  reign  of  king  William  they  both 
occasionally  sat.  It  has  often  been  resolved,  that  the 
eldest  sons  of  peersy  mayors  of  corporations,  and  other 
classes,  are  ineligible,  individuak  of  which  now  compose 
this  house.  No  express  act  of  parliament  was  ever 
made  to  exclude  them.  Though  I  should  think  it  un- 
just to  disable  a  man  f6r  actions  committed  before  the 
act,  yet  if  an  act  be  fairly  brought  in  to  declare  ineligible 
all  who  have  been  in  orders,  I  shall  not  oppose  it.  It 
is  indeed  rather  cruel  in  the  noble  lord  thus  to  tantalize 
ve.  Had  I  not  heard  his  most  pious,  religious,  and 
learned  speecK,  I  should  not  have  been  so  sensible  of 
the  immensity  of  the  loss  I  am  about  to  sustain.  .When 
he  knew  my  situation,  he  might  have  been  a  little  les9 
lavish  in  eloquence.  The  legislature,  sir,  has  not  been 
sparing  of  disqualifying  acts.  In  1 705,  an  act  was  pass- 
ed, declaring  ineligible  all  officers  of  customs  and  excise, 
distributers  of  wine  licences,  the  commissioners  of  sick 
and  wounded,  and  various  others ;  but  an  act  to  dis- 
qualify those  who  have  once  exercised  the  functions  of 
a  clergyman,  never  has  been  proposed.  As,  therefore, 
my  constituents  had  an  undoubted  right  to  elect  me,  I 
reckon  myself  bound  to  struggle  as  hard  to  preserve  my 
seat,  as  if  I  were  personally  anxious  to  preserve  it.  To 
disqualify  the  beneficed  clei^  to  sit  in  this  house^  would 
certainly  tend  much  to  preserve  its  purity. 

The  measure  would  be  a  highly  proper  one,  and 
should  have  my  warmest  support.  It  might  indeed  be 
urged,  that  there  are  already  not  a  few  among  us  much 
more  dependent  upon  the  crown  than  any  Qf  the  clergy, 
beneficed  or  unbeneficed.  Of  such  an  argument  I  shall 
not  avail  myself.  Because  things  are  bad,  it  surely  is 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  prevented  from  grow- 
ing worse.     I  beg  to  be  understood  as  not  defending 
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sny  seat  upon  the  same  |;rounds  that  the  clergy  in 
general  might  advance.  There  is  surely  a  great  dif- 
ference between  one  still  exercising  clerical  functioiis, 
and  one  who  has  not  exercised  them  fcM*  many  yeai^, 
and  never  me^s  to  exercise  them  m<M«.  Lord  Coke 
and  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  have  been  quoted ;  but  there 
are  other  authorities,  which  should  not  have  been  for- 
gotten. I  have  within  these  few  days,  read  four  or  five 
writers  upon  the  subject,  of  the  greatest  celebrity,  (among 
them  is  lord  Bkcon,)  who  think  exactly  as  I  do.  It 
has  been  remarked,  that  legal  gentlemen  are  in  general 
very  unfortunate  upon  points  of  parliamentary  law;  but 
I  must  remind  the  house,  that  Mr.  Hatsell,  whose  know- 
ledge upon  the  subject  was  universally  allowed  to  be  un- 
rivalled, is  exactly  of  the  same  opinion.  An  hcmouraUe 
member  of  this  house,  I  believe,  who  a  few  minutes  ago 
called  me  to  order,  (Mr.  Simeon)  has  written  a  bock^ 
in  which  he  asserts  that  there  are  several  resolutions  of 
the  house  of  commons,  declaring  the  ineligibility  of  per- 
sons in  holy  orders  to  sit  in  the  house.  That  honour- 
able gentleman,  I  believe,  was  also  a  member  of  the 
committee  by  whom  the  report  was  drawn  up ;  bat  it 
is  unfortunate  for  him,  and  the  credit  of  his  book,  that 
in  that  committee  he  could  not  find  any  of  those  reso- 
lutions which  he  says  in  his  book  do  exist.  To  come 
to  the  precedents  stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee, 
of  which  so  much  has  been  said,  they  are  but  three  in 
number,  and  all  of  them  took  place  before  the  convo- 
cation ceased  to  tax  the  clergy.  They  are  therefore 
to  be  considered  as  of  little  weight.  In  1624  it  was  en- 
acted that  no  parson  or  vicar  should  have  a  voice  in 
the  election  of  the  knight  of  the  shire.  While  this  law 
was  in  force,  certainly  they  had  not  the  shadow  of  a 
claim  to  sit,^n  parliament.  To  elect  representatives, 
and  to  represent  electors,  are  two  privileges  which  arc 
inseparable.  To  allow  the  one  and  withhold  the  other, 
is  contrary  to  the  plainest  dictates  of  common  sense  and 
right  reason.  .  But  since   that  period  the  right  of  die 
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clergy  to  vote  dl  elections  has  been  fully  recognized,  and 
by  the  1^  of  George  II.  it  has  been  confirmed  to  them. 
Now,  therefore,  they  have  a  right  to  represent  their  fcU 
low-citisens.  Lord  Coke  has  been  mentioned  trium- 
phantly. Perhaps  I  may  be  aWe  to  shew  that  his  sen- 
Omenta  were  not  exactly  such  as  they  hare  been  reprc- 
rented;  The  noble  lord  has  made  me  pay  very  dear  for 
my  seat,  by  the  trouble  it  Cost  me  to  prove  my  right 
to  it.  [Mr.  Tooke  was  searching  among  a  bundle  of 
papers  fer  a  letter,  which  he  immediateiy  made  use  of.1 
A.mong  the  archives  of  the  university  of  Cambridge,  t 
have  found  a  letter,  in  sir  Edward  Coke's  own  ftand.  It 
was  written  to  the  uriiversity  immediately  after  the  pri. 
irilege  of  sending  a  representative  to  J)arliament  wa^  al- 
lowed to  that  learned  body.  [The  honourable  gentle^ 
man  then  read  the  letter,  in  which  the  university  is 
strongly  advised  not  at  first  to  make  chqice  of  any  one 
who  was  a  member  of  the  convocation,  as  some  dispute 
might  arise ;  but  rather  tto  fix  at  this  election  upon  some 
doctor  cf  the  civil  law,  or  other  grave  and  learned  lay- 
man.]  You  see  here,  sir,  that  this  ^reat  oracle  of 
the  law  makes  a  distinction  between  eligibility,  and  the 
policy  of  electing.  He  probably  meant,  that  after  tliey 
were  fairly  seised  of  the  right  of  choosing  a  representa- 
Live,  they  might  afterwards  choose  whom'  they  would,' 
whether  he  tvcre  a  clergyman  or  a  laym^.  The  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  laughs,  sir ;  he  would  do  better  to 
::onsider  what  he  is  going  to  say.  I  long  to  hear  his 
3pinion,  and  that  of  the  other  law  ofiicers  of  the  crown. 
If  they  satisfy  my  doubts,  I  shall  be  grateful  to  Aem. 
If  they  think  to  put  me  out  of  countenance  by  tricks^ 
t;4iey  will  find  themselves  egregiously  disappointed.  ^  I 
)hall  now  omit  the  greater  part  of  what  it  was  my  in- 
tention to  offer  to  the  house.  Gentfemen  Would  do 
well  to^  consider  the  importance  of  the  qifestion  now  be* 
Pore  them.  It  is  indeed  of  great  magnitude ;  and,  as 
there  are  few  who  may  not  be  interested  in  it  remotely, 
they  ought  to  lay  out  of  their  consideration  the  circum- 
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stances  of  this  individual  case,  and  come  to  a  deciate 
upon  liberal  and  comprehensive  views.  I  shall  suppose 
that  the  youngest  ^on  of  a  great  family  gets  a  linng  of 
lOOOL  a  year,  and  takes  orders;  apd.&t  soon  afier^ 
by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  an  estate  of  SO.OOOL 
a-year  devolves  to  him ; — will  any  one  say,  that  this  case 
may  not  happen?  Will  any  one  say,  diat,  if  it  should, 
this  young  man  would  be  refused  a  seat  in  this  house  ? — 
Pray  what  does  my  having  been  in  orders  prove,  but  that 
forty-one  years  ago  I  was  a  young  man  of  a  fidr  charac** 
*er  ?  We  no  longer  live  in  times  of  popery.  A  man  is 
iiot  now  all  his  life  influenced  by  the  prejudice  that  he 
imbibed  from  his  nurse  or  his  mamma. 

What  are  holy  orders,  sir  ?  What  change  is  operated 
upon  a  man  when  he  receives  them  ?  Does  or^nadon 
instantaneously  change  the  human  form,  or  the  human 
£iculties?  I  was  not  sensible  of  any  transfonua* 
iion  of  this  kind,  nor  am  I  now  sensible  of  differmg 
from  other  men.  The  Roman  Catholics  reckon  seven 
sacraments,  and  ordination  as  one  of  these.  At  the  re* 
formation,  ordination  was  declared  to  be  merely  9  ce« 
remony.  Will  any  one  then  say  that  a  ceremony  works 
such  an  alteration  in  a  man  as  to  disqualify  him  for  the 
office  of  a  legislator  for  ever?  Between  the  popish 
priests  and  the  protestants  there  is  a  great  difference : 
the  former  are  enjoined  perpetual  celibacy  i  ours  are  al- 
lowed to  marry,  and  upon  trial,  are  declared  by  the 
best  judges  ably  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  husband.. 
Shall  it  then  be  said,  sir,  that  he  who  can  govern  a  wife 
is  unfit  to  assist  in  the  government  of  a  kingdom  ?  I 
have  been  told,  that  I  have  a  voice  in  tlie  convocation. 
It  is  above  forty  years  since  I  took  orders,  and  I  never 
once  was  summoned  to  the  convocation,  spoke  in  it,  or 
gave  a  vote  irr.it.  Clergymen  are  ineli^le  as  they 
have  the.  care  of  souls.  Sir,  I  have  no  soul  to  take 
care  of  but  my  own.  They  ought  to  stay  at  hoiqe  and 
exercise  the  duties  of  hospitality.  I  have  no  residence, 
and  no  funds  given  mg  for  this  purpose.    Nor  have  I 


ir/y*si>iil^al  fiinctiohs  to  exercise,  however  hecessaty 
t  may  be  fbi;  others,  to.  be  absent  on  this  account.  I, 
sih,  have  now  a  particular  claim  upon  the  housCe. 

I  have  suffet^d  all  the  disadvantages  of  eligibility? 
[  formerly  presented  a  petition  to  this  house,  wbicti, 
is  it  oould  ndt  be  got  rid  of,  cost  me  much  trouble, 
md  no  small  e^pehcd.  <  I  was  under  apprehension  of 
itill  severer  punishments.  But  had  the  noble  lord  then 
>een  a^mimber  ofthe  house,  how  easy  would  havei^eefi 
he  process  r  '*  The  reverend  gentleman  is  ineligible, 
herefere  let  his^  petition  be  rejected."  But  not  a  word 
>f  my  ineligibility  Was  then  whispered;  and  now,  when 
I  respectable  body  o^  constituents  come  to  an  unanimous 
'^solution  (a  loud  laugh)  to  do  me  the  honour  to  elect 
Tie  their  representative,  it  is  instantly  discovered  that 
[  am  disiqualified  tb  sit.  Were  I  a  Je\^,  sir,  a  Jesuit, 
i  Mahometan,  a  Pagan,  a  PresbyteriaiH  a  Quaker,  there 
;ouid  not  be  the  least  objection  to  me.  In  spreading  the 
loctrines-  and  admihistering  the  rites  of  ^eee  varioiis 
-eligioiis  s^9,  there  is  nothing  corrupting ;  but  eon^ 
lectioii  with  the  estabUshed  dhurch,  it  seems,  leaves  a 
bul  and  indelible  stain^  Sir,  there  is  something  in  this  a 
ittle  too  hard  of  digestion.  In  Roman  Catholic  countries 
:here  is  nothing  tnore  easy  than  for  a  priest  to  lay  down 
lb  orders,  and  the  pope  dispenses  with  his  vow.  In 
England  eve<*y  man  is  a  pope  to  himself.  He  confesses 
to  himself,  and  from  himself  he  receives  absolution.  He 
3ught,  of  course,  to  t>e  able  to  become  a  layman,  as  soon 
is  he  changes  his  views.  The  noble  lord  has  declared 
Ills  chief  object  to  be,  to  make  the  line  broader  and  bet- 
ter marked,  which  separates  the  clergy  from  the  laity. 
The  noUe  lord's  laewa  in  this  may  be  very  enlightened, 
but  I  would  remind  the  noble  lord,  and  the  house,  that 
It  was  the-policy  of  Our  reformed  ancestors  to  narrow 
and  deface  this  line  of  distinction  as  much  as. possible.' 
They,  foolishly  perhaps,  thought  that  the  interest  of  all 
prders  should  be  made  the  ^ame  ;  and  that,  a  fellow- 


MiBK  ^  aiutual  co^fideoce  stunsldt  if  fXMiblc,  fact 
universally  excited. 

The  doQr»  hpwever»  U  not  absplutely  barred  against 
inct  There  is  »n  unfortunate  fdergyman  who  has  lalelj 
been  Kuilty  of  adultery,  finctthe  ci;y  has  been  loud  that  li^ 
should  be  d^pwed.  Were  ^e  iea%  deposed,  sify  I 
(upposf^  there  can  be  no  doubt*  that  being  no  lofigcr  in 
prdem,  he  would,  be  eligible  to  a  $fat  in  this  bra^c  ? 
To  say  that  afi  ^dukerer  isdivqi^li&edtobe  a  aurmber 
of  parliament^  might  be  pr<^qctiye_  of  consequences 
fpro^what  serious.  It  h  v^^itsiiicd^  thzt  thoogh  a 
clergyman  is  f xc<wi;nunipatedr-his  pharacter  reniakis 
(acred.  He  goes  to  the  devil^,  bu^  be  no  more  becomes 
one  of  the  pr^ane  laity, ,  By  tl^Q  bye^it^ivf  not  easy  to  say 
what  using  a  man's  self;as  a  li[yman  way  mean,  or  ra- 
ther what  it  ipay  not  me^.  /In  the  year  1764,  the 
pre^nt  archbishop  of  Canterbury  r  dined  in  my  house; 

«  he  was  then  a  private  tutor.  What  ^o  you  call  this, 
^ir,-r-is  it  part  of  the  f^nctlons  of  a  clergyman  f  But  if 
gen^emtn  had  eonsulted  the  seventy-atcond  cannon, 
they  would  find,  that  if  a  clergyman  shall  pre^d  to 
exorcise  any  one,  if  he  shall  not  keep  the  hsts^  ^f  be 
shall  preach  in  the  fields,  and  if  he  shall  do,  and  if  he 
shall  not  dp,  various  other  things,  be  shall,  for  the  ^st 
offence^  be  spsp^nded,  for  the  second  excomfnunicated, 
and  for  the  th^rd  deposed*  Had  I  then  attempted  to 
Exorcise  myaelf  or  others,  or  had  I  followed  the  example 
9f  some  of  the  advocates  of  vital  Christianity,  { i^iould 

'  have  been  depoi^  Iqng  ago,  ai\d  should  now  be  allow^ 
quietly  to  take  my  scat.  But  be<?ause,  like  a  good 
subject,  I  chose  to  withdraw  without  statii)g  my  reasons, 
and   thu$  exciting   scandal,  I    ^m  for  ever  iqcligible. 

t  What  if  I  had  been  tainted  with  infidelity,  and  tried  to 
make  proselytes  ?  I  should  then  be  as  comnetent  to 
sit  here  as  apy  member  present-  Thisi  reminds  mc  of 
an  occurrence  which  tQok  place  in  this  city  a  few  years 

•  ago.    A  poor  girl,  in  very  indigent  circumstances,  an^ 


niitc  deatittitey  went  tq  a  d^ector  of  tlie  ^  Magdako 
^ospiui,  and  applied  to  be  taken  in  :  *' Why,  (&aid  ho) 
—'tis ;  tri|e«  thefe  is^iow  aiotlSanpy,  and  I  h^ve  qo  ob- 
ection  to  adniit  you  ;  bat  first  let  me  bear  something  of 
'our  histpry*  Who  seduced  yot^  ?  Whe^p  ba^e  you 
ived  since ?  V Seduced  me^  sir!  (exclaimed  the  girl) 
!  am  9^  innocent  as  the  child  u/ibom.  I  may  bf  poor» 
rour  boQour,  but  Vm  very  honest!'*  "  \pu  ujmH  dp 
or  us^then  (replied  the  governor.)  If  y<w  wi.^b  ad- 
nittanck  here,  you  mwk  go  and  qualify  yourself  by 
)ro3titutioiu"*  .That  innocence  should  be  in  any  case  a 
lisqualificatiqn !  | !  How  would  a  persoa  in  orders  be 
reated  on  board  a  shj|>,  if  ii^  the  time  of  danger  he 
vould  not  work  at  the  pump  to  sav^  th^  vessel  from 
inking,  ^r  handle  a  bucket  when  the  fire  was  making 
is  way  to  the  powder-room  ?  Yet  he  would  be  using 
limself  as  a  layman  if  ^e  were  to  do  either.  There  are 
hree  professions  of  wh^  the  public  are  more  particu* 
arly  inter(;stedy  ai)d  the  entrance  to  all  of  th^n  is  guard- 
ed by  peculiar  restraints.  \Vhen:a  man*s  life  or  his  health 
s  in  dangei:,  he  applies  to  a  physician ;  when  his^  civil 
ights  are  at  stake,  he  consults  a  lawyer ;  and  in  things 
hat  concern  a  future  state,  be  trusts  the  divine*  There^ 
ore  no  one  is  avowed  to  exercise  these  professions  ti)l  he 
las  undergone  an  examination,  and  bee^x  found  properly 
qualified*  When  an  admission  takes  place,  however, 
here  is  a  great  difference  between  theui,  though  :that 
iiffcrence  is  not  general!)  known.  The  lawyer  and  tbe 
physician  can  all  their  lives  after  take  fees  from  whom: 
they  please  :  but  he  *  in  holy  orders  has  still  no  autho* 
rity  of  bis  own.  To  exercii>e  the  functions  of  the  mi-i 
(listry,  he  must  have  preferment,  or  the  licence  of  the 
bishop ;  and  the  moment  he  is  deprived  of  these  he  ceases 
to  be  a  priest.  ^  Dr.  Walker  defended  the  town  of  Ldn* 
dondcrry  when  the  military  had  fled»  and  thus  prevent- 

*  M  A  man  of  honour  has  no  ticket  of  admission  at  St.  James's. 
They  receive  him  like  a  virgin  at  the  Magdalen's  ;— «Go  thou  and 
r*'o  Ukemtc.^    Jvfftus. 
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ed  it  iinom  Ming  into  thte  haiids  of  James  H.  King 
WiUiam'  was  so  highly  pleased  with  his  gallantry,  and 
ielt  so  grateful  for  hb  services  that  he  wished  to  make 
him  a  bishop.  But,  no-^the  bishops  interfered ;  a  man 
stained  with  blood,  they  said,  was  unfit  to  officiate  in 
'Aat  sacred  character.  King  William,  however,  gave 
him  a  regiment,  airi  he  died  in  Flanders  fighting  bravelf 
by  his  side.  He  made  as  good  a  colonel  as  if  he  had 
never  entered  the  dmrch.  It  was  not  'long  since,  sir, 
that  a  gentleman  sat  in  this  house,  who  was  dien  a  co- 
lonel  of  militia,  and  who  had  formerly  been  in  ordenu 
|]Mr.  Topke  mentioned  several  peers-  who  were  in  or- 
ders,  and  had  sat  \tt  the  upper  housci  He  liJtewise  ob- 
served, that  the  bishop'  of  Lincoln  had  been  secretary 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  thfc  bishop  of  Meath  secretary  to  the 
^duke  of  Portland.]  There  were  clergyinen;  volunteers, 
justices  6f  the  peace,  and  mayors  of  corporations.  The 
reverend  Mr.  Frohair  had  been  made  a  peer,  and  sat 
in  spite  of  the  bishops.  In  the  year  1759,  Mr.  Borden 
was  a  member  of  that  house,  who  was  well  known  to 
hold  livings  at  Madras.  (He  himself  had  bought  one 
of  them  for  a  fWend.)  Mr.  Borden,  after  filling  various 
offices,  finished  his  career  as  a  commissioner  of  the  vic- 
tualing-office,  which  ;said  Mr.  T.)  I  trust  I  shall 
not.  Though  I  wish  earnestly  to  be  out  of  the  house, 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  strive  to  continue  in  it  as  long  as  I 
can :  and  I  am  happy  to  think  that  I  am  prepared  to 
meet  opposition  in  whatever  way  it  may  present  itself. 
I  wish  the  house  to  proceed  legally.  I  wish  that  an 
act  of  parliament  should  be  passed,  founded  oa  the 
broad  basis  of  general  justice.  Let  thehouse«ave  its 
character  as  much  as  possible,  and  try  to  preserve  the 
confidence  of  the  public.  I  sit  down,  sir,  in  the  full 
confidence  that  individual  spleen  will  not  be  gratified ; 
and  that  I  shall  not  be  punished  for  doing  that  which  the 
noble  lord,  had  he  not  the  monopoly  of  the  exchequer, 
would  probably  be  glad  to  do  himself. 


MR.  WINDHAM. 


On   the  Address  to  his  Majesty^  respecting  the 
Dejinitive  Treaty. 

IE  took  a  view  of  the  prpminent  parts  of  the  defini- 
ve  treaty. .  The  first  on  which  he  touclied  was  Malta  ; 
e  enumerated  the  advantages  which  the  stipulation  of 
eutrality  would  confer  on  the  French,  who,  including 
leir  allies,  might  have  eighteen  ships  of  the  line  in  a 
eutral  port,  whilst  we  were  restricted  to  six.  To  talk 
f  the  different  langues  was  futile  ;  the  garrisons  must, 
1  feet,  be  French — ^the  whole  French.  The  Htde  or- 
er  of  Malta,  which  contained  in  itself  the  great  cha- 
icteristic  and  distinctive  qualities  which  the  French  re- 
olution  bad  subverted,  was  now  destroyed  ;  the  little 
hial  which  contained  the  essence  of  the  old  principles 
ad  been  diluted  by  ministers,  not  even  with  common 
rater,  but  with  water  from  the  puddle ;  the  German 
nights  had  already  refused  to  serve  in  a  body  so  degrade 
d  and  debased  ;  the  Neapolitan  soldiers  would  form  no 
ecurity  for  the  independence  of  the  island  ;  the  state 
f  Malta  was  a  virtual  surrender,  and  our  position  in  the 
/ledtterranean  untenable.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
ras  ceded  in  full  sovereignty  to  the  Dutch,  who  were 
bus  at  liberty  to  resign  it  to  France.  It  had  been  said, 
liat  the  Cape  was  but  a  tavern  ;  and  surely  a  tavern,  in 
lie  middle  of  a  voyage,  was  no  unimportant  accommoda- 
ion  ;  without  it  the  troops  destined  for  the  East-India 
ervice  must  arrive  in  that  country  in  a  state  which 
^ould  unfit  diem  for  active  exertion.  No  other  resting 
»ort  was  open  to  us,  except  the  Brazils ;  and  who  was 
p  ensure  us  constant  access  there  in  a  season  of  hos- 
ilities  ?    Our  Indian  empire  was,  Mr.  Windham  ob* 


served,  our  sheet  anchor,  and  whatever  was  necessary 
to  Its  preservation  WB$  of  the  last  importance.  The 
disadvantages  on  our  eide,  Mr.  Windham  contrasted 
with  the  advantages  in  favour  of  France.  By  the  re- 
situation  of  Cochin  to  the  Dutch,  they  had  acquired  the 
means  of  annoying  our  possessipns  in  the  East-Indies. 
In  defining  the  boundaries  of  French  and  Portuguese 
Guiana,  ministers  appeared  to  have  been  puzzled  with 
the  Colapanatuba  and  Arowari,  and  that  the  Arowari 
was  the  limit  assigned.  There  was,  in  fact,  little  difierence 
between  the  treaty  of  Madrid  and  that  of  fiadajos*  France 
had  obtained  her  object,  the  navigation  of  the  river  of 
Amazons,  and  the  Portuguese  settlements  were  Jefc  ex* 
posed  to  the  foe.  Mr.  Windham  deplored  the  cessioD 
of  Louisis^na  to  France/which,  considering  the  indefinite 
extent  of  Guiana,  was  a  surrender  of  a  fourth  part  of 
the  globe ;  two  rivers,  the  greatest  rivers  in  the  world,  the 
Mississippi  in  the  north,  the  river  of  Amazons  in  the 
south  of  America.  Rivers  were  the  vital  parts  of  ooon- 
tries;  without  hyperl>|ole,  we  mi^t  be  said  to  have 
given  away  a  bmce  of  continents.  In  aggmvation  of 
this  thoughtless  prodigality^  ministers  had  abandoned  the 
whole  continent  of  £urope  to  France ;  they  had  let  in 
a  tide  which  spread  like  a  torrent  in  every  diiection, 
endangered  our  safety  at  Hondums,  and  menaced  oar 
destruction  in  India.,  He  bontended,  from  the  fux 
admitted  the  preceding  night  by  Mr.  Dundas,  relative 
to  the  nonrenewal  of  treatiesi  that* our  Indian  do- 
minions were  insecure ;  from  that  honourable  gen* 
tieman's  argumetits,  it  should  seem  that  the  ccmvendoD 
of  1787,  founded  on  the  treaties  of  1783  and  1763, 
was  an  excrescence  :  the  extirpation  of  which  was  to  re* 
move  the  ambition  of  France,  and  confirm  the  power 
of  EngUmd*  We  ivere  told  that  the  abrogation  of  die 
treaty  was  a  ratification  of  it ;  we  wore  assoted*  that 
our  cause  wafi  jusi,  as  if  the  adversary  was  to  proceed 
on  no  other  principle  but  justice,  or  as  .if  the  cause 
M^as  t;o  be  pried  by  the  house  of  oommoos ;  the  ques* 
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don  wai  not,  whether  our  cause  ^was  just,  but  whether 
Lhe  enemy  would  allow  it  to  be  such.  The  honourable 
^ntleman  (like  anodier  Ajax)  came  forth  in  all  his  might, 
but  unluckily  raised  against  his  poor  unresisting  friend 
[lere,  the  powetfui  arm  which  should  have  dealt  death- 
blows among  the  foe*  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
:alked  of  our  prowess^  and  braved  all  who  might  dare 
nvade  or  resist  it  in  India  {  but  was  he  not  atvare  that 
:he  battle  mi^ht  be  fought  (m  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
whilst  the  object  in  dispute  lay  beyond  the  Ganges? 
Did  he  not  perceive  thsu  the  French  might  deem  us 
^eak  in  one  eountry,  and  strong  in  another?  Had 
they  not  ali^ady,  by  a  close  squeeze  in  Europe,  made 
is  vomit  Up  what  we  had  gorged  elsewhere  ?  We  al* 
r^ady  knew  the  French  too  well  to  doubt  that  they  would 
scruple  what  means  they  used  to  accomplish  their  ends  t 
lad  they  not  fraudulently  obtained  the  restitution  of 
Porto  Fam^o  to  the  king  ofEtniria,  to.  secure  it  to 
themselves?  Regardless  of  stipulations  and  treaties^ 
:hey  had  seized  on  the  £lba«  and  to  bestow  a  compen* 
nation  on  the  king  of  £trufia,  eittorted  Plombino  from 
Naples,  Mr.  Windham  proceeded  to  delineate  \b6 
::olossal  power  of  Finance,  which  resembled  nothing  that 
had  existed  since  Rome.  The  French  were  a  new  race 
Df  Romans ;  in  ten  years  they  had  even  acmiired  more 
than  the  Romans  atchieved  in  fifty-diree.  On  the  map 
Df  Europe,  two  nations  only  stood  erect ;  and  of  these, 
the  one  from  distance  more  than  strength,  Austria  was 
indeed  stiH  rich  in  resourees,  but  destitute  of  foreign 
aid.  There  was  no  single  power  which  could  enter  the 
lists  with  France :  In  the  first  conflict  it  would  be  nearly 
crushed  by  her  tremetidotis  mace.  But  Mr.  Windham 
:idded,  it  was  by  some  supposed,  that  though  Europe 
should  be  wrecked,  we,  at  least,  Ynight  take  to  our  boat 
and  escape^  By  the  sceptre  6f  French  powers,  we  should 
still  be  pureued  :  in  Asia,  in  America,  it  would  follow 
close,  scaring  us  with  its  Gorgon  aspect.  Mr.  Windham 
here  enumerated  the  islands  c^d  to  rrance  in  the  West. 
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Indies;  he  maintained  that  the  establishment  of  the 
blacks  in  St.  Domingo  would  be  less  forroi^blc  to  dns 
country  than  its  subjection  to  France.  Admitting  that 
some  black  emissaries  had  reached  our  bbuids  ;  to  pri- 
vate interests,  such  an  event  might  have  been  more  pre« 
judicial,  but  to  political  interests  less  fatal.  To  the 
West- India  proprietors  it  might  appear,  that  by  the  as- 
cendency of  negro  power  their  property  must  be  lost, 
whilst  by  that  of  France  it  could  only  be  diminished. 
In  England  the  injury  was  the  same :  the  possesion  of 
St.  Domingo  by  the  French  was  pregnant  with  mischief, 
and  would  eventually  sap  the  foundation  of  our  Trans- 
atlantic empire.  Mr.  Windham  repeated,  that  we  had 
given  away  two  continents.  It  was  obvious  that  the  ob« 
ject  of  France  was  universal  empire.  He  proceeded  to 
consider  what  resources  England  still  possessed,  and 
"what  means  she  should  pursue  to  avert  the  impend- 
ing danger.  He  contended  that  this  country  had 
reposed  supinely  with  blind  confidence  and  security. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revoluticm, 
when  other  nations  were  melting  away,  it  was  pre- 
tended that  we  were  inaccessible,  and  diat  the  men- 
struum which  dissolved  the  baser  metals,  would  pass 
innoxious  over  the  pure  gold  of  the  British  constituthMi. 
The  year  1792  had  demonstrated  that  this  pure  gold  was 
as  susceptible  of  the  rage  of  jacobinism,  as  copper  of  the 
corrosion  o{  aqna  Jortis  :  still,  continued  Mr.  Windham, 
a  strange  indifference  prevailed ;  snug  was  the  ^ord : 
we  were  for  letting  other  nations  diift  as  they  could  ;  the 
high  spirit.  <^  uur  ancestors  was  extinct,  their  maxims 
forgotten.  Mr.  Windham  here  entered  on  a  retrospect 
of  die  war :  he  affirmed,  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
expedition  to  Toulon,  and  the  melancholy  afiair  at  Qui- 
beron,  little  had  been  attempted  and  less  effected  upon 
what  he  conceived  to  be  its  peculiar  and  appropriate 
principle.  Mr.  Windham  was  here  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  whoobjected  to  some  of  his  observations  as  im- 
proper in  one  who  had  formerly  possessed  his  majesty's 
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tonfidence.  Mr.  Windham  replied^  that  he  was  about 
;o  state,  that  he  considered  the  expedition  to  Quiberon 
IS  a  measure  of  his  own.  Mr.  Pitt  still  resisted  the 
lisclosure  of  any  consultations  or  opinions  which  must 
aave  been  expressed  in  official  confidence.  Mr.  Wind-' 
lam  resumed ;  he  insisted,  that  the  country  had  never 
^een  well  aware  why  it  was  at  war.  It  had  been  said 
>y  Mr.  Pitt,  that  we  were  at  war,  because  we  could  not 
be  at  peace  ;  at  sea,  because  we  could  not  be  on  shore  ; 
^et  the  character  of  the  war  itself,  the  grand  monitor, 
ivas  wanting ;  the  force  was  centrifugal,  it  never  converg- 
ed enough  towards^  the  focus  from  which  the  danger  pro. 
ceeded ;  people  were  not  taught  to  see  diat  we  were 
sit  war  because  the  French  government  was  such  as  to 
preclude  peace.  The  same  error,  Mr.  Windham  said 
continued.  No  person  who  considered  the  causes  of  the 
war,  could  have  looked  without  alarm  at  the  terms  of  the 
peace  :  the  country  was  not  sufficiently  impressed  with 
the  dangers  of  the  peace,  because  it  had  never  been  suf. 
ficiendy  alive  to  the  character  of  die  war.  From  its  very 
commencement,  the  war  had  been  carried  on  with  an  in- 
cessant cry  for  peace ;  incessantly  was  the  justice  of  our 
cause  arraigned,  and  that  of  the  enemy  vindicated  ;  the 
most  splendid  victories  were  coldly  received,  and  the 
most  brilliant  successes  depreciated.  Mr.  Windham 
said,  he  would  compare  our  exertions  in  the  war  with  its 
oh^cct ;  if  the  war  was  neither  just  nor  necessary,  every 
shilling  spent  on  it  was  too  much :  if  it  was  merely  a 
war  of  experiment,  we  had  made  too  cosdy  sacrifices ; 
if  it  was  a  war  for  die  very  existence  of  the  country,  our 
exertions  had  been  too  little  for  either  our  object  or  our 
means.  That  our  strength  was  unimpaired  by  them 
was  apparant ;  the  country  had  not  grown  lean  by  thenu 
It  bad  been  urged  in  the  true  spirit  of  jacc^inism^ 
that  though  individuals  might  be  rich,  the  nation  u^as 
poor;  poverty  was  a  sort  of  secretion  from  the  plethoric 
habit  of  wealth,  and  must  ever  be  concomitant  with 
great  affluence ;  in  the  fluctuations  of  trade  and  manu« 
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&ctures,  nuniiers  mutt  be  »gcn$wiifclty  d^vfd  ^  ^ 
ploy  ment ;  the  tide  of  prosperity  would  ri$e  in  on^  i 
and  fall  in  another.  It  was  absurd  to  $ay  that  om  wetftk 
was  in  the  hands  of  few ;  it  iras  impoaaibte  that  a  coontiy' 
should  have  much  wealth,  which  was  monopoliKed  by  a 
small  proportion  of  its  inh^^bitiuits.  Uahappily  it  was 
believed  by  some,  who  denied  oot  the  pre-emitteBoe  6E 
wealth  and  comfort  which  tUs  country  enjoyed,  that 
these  blessings  might  be  preserved  without  the  aid  of 
Arms*  We  were  exhorted  to  rest  contented  with  oar 
commerce  and  prosperity,  without  knowing  whedier  the 
French  would  permit  us  to  retain  them.  Just  as  a  kii^ 
of  England  once  asked,  why  his  subjects,  who  were  J^ing 
with  famine,  would  not  eat  bread  and  cheese?  when^ 
alas !  they  could  not  get  bread  and  cheese  to  eat.  Mr. 
Windham  recapitulated  the  ifidigoitiea  to  which  this 
country  had  submitted  from  France.  Had  she  not 
plucked  the  cockades  from  our  soldier's  hats  in  Portugal, 
and  prevailed  on  us  to  concede  to  Hdland  the  honoura 
of  the  flag?  Had  not  the  French  government^  without 
communication,  annexed  to  itself  the  Cisalpine  r^Miblic, 
leaving  the  British  ambassador  to  kick  his  beds  in  ao 
antichamber  at  Amiens?  Froin  these  consideraticms 
Mr.  Windham  expressed  his  conviction,  that  on  the 
(}Oth  September,  previous  to  the  signing  of  the  fvelinu-i 
naries,  the  fee  simple  of  England  was  worth  more  than 
it  would  be  for  fnany  years.  He  was»  however,  not 
disposed  to  think  that  he  should  swerve  from  the  peace ; 
the  bond  was  signed,  and  we  were  bound  to  adhere  to 
it ;  but,  though  it  be  impossible  to  renew  the  wv  wkh 
advantage  or  honour,  it  wasnecessuy  to  consolidate 
the  peace,  by  removing  all  grounds  of  dilute  and  disaen^ 
tion :  if  the  French  cherished  no  hosUle  views,  it 
would  be  wise  to  anticipate  all  grounds  of  difiereoce. 
Mr.  Windham  concluded  with  observing,  that  the  pre* 
dictions  of  evil  from  the  loss  of  America  were  al^rady 
in  part  fulfilled ;  and  that  tlie  predictions  of  evil  from 
the  aggrandizement  of  France^  if  not  imvediately,  must 
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•ftsttiially  be  verified.  He  proposed  an  addfess,  \n  sitb« 
stance  similar  to  that  moved  by  lord  Grenville  in  tho 
iKMiaeofkirds*. 


MR-  SHERIDAN. 
On  the  D^Uiv^  Treaty. 


Sir, 


At  this  Ute  hour  (about  two  o'clock)  it  is  with  extreme 
sductance  I  inse  to  address  the  house,  and  to  trespass 
upon  your  time  and  patience.  I  shall  not  be  singular 
tfd^night  in  the  professions  I  make  you  of  avoiding  de- 
taSs  ;  but,  sir,  in  one  respect  my  conduct  will  be  dif^ 
ferent  firom  that  of  any  other  gentleman  who  has  ad- 
^dressM  you, — I  will  keep  my  word.  If  I  feel  repug- 
nance  to  rise  at  so  bite  an  hour,  I  /eel  equally  strange 
iprith  respect  to  the  unpopularity  which  I  fear  I  must 
experience.  It  is  natural  to  every  person  to  have 
plMsure  in  voting  in  a  majority,  though  to  that  pleasure, 
I  believe  I  have  been  long  a  stranger.  Among  the 
strange  things  we  are  continually  witnessing,  is  the 
strange  division  of  parties  at  present  in  this  house.  Sir, 
I  have  heard  it  said,  that  there  are  about  twelve  or 
durteen  different  parties  among  us ;  nay,  some  cany 
tile  number  much  farther.  Now  I  scarcely  expect  a 
single  vote  with  me  beyond  tiuit  little  circle  of  a  consti- 
tutioiial  party^  who  have  for  the  last  ten  years  been  the 
objects  df  so  much  unqualified  abuse  ;  but  those  men 
who  have  so  often  been  held  up  to  public  opprobrium^ 
are  the  very  same  men  whose  every  prediction  has  been 
fulfilled,  and  every  fear  realized.  The  discussion  of 
this  necessary^  but  disgraceful  treaty  of  peace,  to-night, 
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isa  confirmadon  of  the  propriety  of  ttieir  pdidcal  can* 
duct  during  tbe  whole  course  of  the  war.  My  friends 
roust  led  poignant  shame  and  deep  hunuliarioa  at  the 
situation  to  which  by  these  terms  this  country  is  reduced, 
but  which  they  have  laboured  steadily  to  avert  Those 
who  oppose  this  peace  have  been  arraigned  by  the  last 
speaker^  as  aiming  at  a  censure  on  the  issue  of  the  ne- 
gotiations, and  on  the  minivers  themselves.  And  cer* 
tainly,  sir,  their  object  is  to  condemn  the  peace,  and  to 
cast  a  slur  on  the  abilities  of  his  majesty's  ministers. 
But,  in  this  conduct  of  theirs,  they  have  at  least  the 
merit  of  being  consistent.  1  support  the  peace,  because 
I  feel  confident  no  better  terms,  considering  all  cutnim* 
stances,  could  be  got.  Their  predecessors  had  taken 
care  of  that.  They  had  le^  them  no  choice,  but  be- 
tween  an  expensive,  bloody,  and  fruitless  war,  and  a 
perilous  and  hollow  peace. 

They  have  chosen  the  best  of  the  alternatives.  Now, 
says  the  minister,  they  who  oppose  me  depress  the 
country.  1  thank  these  new  oppositionists  for  their  manly 
firmness  in  coming  forward  and  opposing,  upon  their 
own  principles,  this  degrading  treaty.  Let  the  people  of 
this  country  be  fully  aware  of  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  peace.  They  have  done  their  duty,  then,  in  thus 
publicly  discussing  them.  But  a  right  hon.  gentleman — 
not  here  this  evening — an  ex-minister  too — suspects 
something  more.  If  he  has  not  altered  his  opinion 
since  the  preceding  day,  he  suspects  their  motives. 
They,  says  he,  disapprove  die  treaty,  and  attack  ad- 
ministration, because  they  wish  to  drive  out  ministers,  and 
succeed  to  their  places ;  and  for  that  purpose  they  have 
formed  a  confederacy.  Truly,  sir,  a  heavy  charge.  But, 
I  must  declare,  that  they  never  veiled  their  opinions. 
Some  of  them,  especially,  have  been  at  all  times  very 
open,  and  I  conceive  that  it  would  be  high  injustice  to 
suspect  them  upon  slight  grounds  of  a  dirty  cabal  to  turn 
out  the  present  ministers.  Says  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man^  upon  their  principles  they  would  never  have  made 
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peace.  Why  so  we  htfv<;  always  said.  It  is  now  tbere^^ 
lore  confirmed,  that  a  leading  part  of  the  late  ministry 
acted  upon  such  priitciples.  But  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  the  preceding  day  denouneed 
their  foul  ambition,  and  Uieir  design  to  trip  up  the  heelt 
of  their  successors!  Another  great  discover}'^  is  tnade,— * 
These  persons'  principles  were  such  as  rendered  a  peace 
impossible^  and  yet  the  very,  men  who  say  so,  have  just 
httti  thanking  them  all^  as  the  saviours  of  the  country  ! 
Can  the  right  honouraUe  gentleman  account  for  this 
inconsistency?  I  should  think  not;  and  yet  he  looks 
so  confidently,  I  almost  think  he  could.  He  thought  I 
was  jeering  him,  as  if  I  did  not  suppose  him  a  constant 
supporter  of  the  war,  and  he  assures  the  house  ^^  he  was 
a  steady  friend  to  it."  But  he  has  now  found  out  that 
it  was  necessary  to  stop.  Pray  why  not  have  stopped 
a  little  sooner  ?  Why  not  before  you  were  so  much  ex.«» 
hausted?  For  instance,  when  Bonaparte  made  you  an 
offer?  Now,  however^  he  finds  the  necessity  of  peace. 
But  is  thb  such  a  peace  as  will  give  us  real  repose  ? 
Consider  your  debt  and  taxes,  and  the  necessity  which 
seems,  to  be  at  length  coming  upon  us  of  keeping  up  a 
peace  establishment  onknown  in  this  country^  It  is 
lamentable  to  ^ee  you  all  split  into  miserable  parties^, 
when  your  great  enemy  is  uniting  every  possible  means 
of  extending  his  power.  You  are  squabbling  about  the 
measuring  of  ribbons  and  tapes,  and  the  paltry  reve« 
nues  of  Malta,  wlien  much  greater  objects  are  before 
you.  The  'events  of  every  day  seem  to  call  more  and 
more  for  the  expression  of  that  public  feeling,  that  the 
time  will  come  when  French  encroachments  and  opprea- 
sion  will  cease,  and  when  the  voice  of  this  country  must 
be  clearly  raised  against  their  atrocious  and  tyrannical 
c^iduct.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  says  ^*we 
have  preserved  our  honmir.^^  Honour  depends  more  on 
the  manner  of  doing  a  thing,  than  on  the  thing  itself. 
We  had  a  great  armament  at  the  time  of  negotiation, 
but  I  don't  hear  that  it  carried  any  point  whatever. 
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This,  says  he,  is  a  peace  in  which  we  itllnquifih  imk 
thing,  but  gain  much.    Will  airman  of  commoci  sense 
undertake  to  prove  that  t  I  defy  him  to  name  the  aingie 
object  J    eter    varying,  ever-  diifting,    unrelitiquishecL 
What   did    we    go  to    war   for?  Why,    to    prevent 
French  aggrandizement.     Have   we  done    Ifaat?   Ifo, 
Then  we  are  to  rescue  Holland — Is  that  accomplisfaed 
or  relinquished  ?  No. '   Brabant  was  a  $in&  fua  nm — 
Is  it  gained  ?  No.     Then  come  security  and  indemnUy  ! 
Are   they  obtained?  No.     The  late  minister  told  us, 
^t  the  example  of   a   Jacobin    government  in    £u- 
rope,  founded  on  the  ruins  of  the  holy  altar,  and  the 
tomb  of  a  martyred  monarch,  was  a  spectacle  so  dread* 
ful  and  infectious  to  Christendom,  that  we  could  never 
be  safe  while  it  existed,  and  could  do  nothing  short  of 
our  very  last  effort  for  its  destruction.     Now,  sir,  let 
us  see  what  we  hive  got.     But  what  have  we  laid  out 
for  all  these  fine  words,  which  at  last  gave  way  to  #anr- 
Ttty  and    indemmty?  Why  near   200,000  lives,    and 
SCO  millions  of  money— And  we  have  gotten  Ceylon 
and  Trinidad.     I  should  propose,  tiiat,  as  we  have  given 
to  our  heroes  titles  from  the  places  where  their  koreh 
were  won,  our  St.  Vincents,  Nelsons  of  the  Nik,  &c, 
so  we  should  name  Ceylon,  Security  Idand%  and  Trimikui 
the  Iste  of  Indemnity.    Now,  if  we  look  at  the  steites  of 
Europe,  we  find  the  noMe  IcMrd  opposite  has  a  most  cu- 
rious  and  convenient  epithet,  which  he  applies  to  whiaA 
is  rather  a  disagreeable  object  to  him  (lord  Hawkesbury.) 
He  talks  of  being  in  an  ttncomfbrtable-^'WBs  it  ?-^()h 
no — unsatisfactory   state.     Germany,    Holland,    Italy, 
they  are  all  in  an  unsatisfactory  state;  and  so  I  suppose 
is  Switzerland,  which  now  seems  likely  to  undergo  a  di- 
vision  among  her  powerful  and  generous  neighbours. 
That  innocent  and  virtuous,  sufienng,  venerable  coun^ 
try  is  now,  I  suppose,  in  an  unsatisfactory  state/  But 
Great  Britain  is  all  this  time  far  from  languor.     Sie  is 
in  a  satisfactory  state  f  However,  a  grave  and  learned 
gentleman  (master  of  the  rolls,)  tells  ua  for  our  comfbrt. 
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that  notwidislanaing  ril  that  has  happened,  here  we  are 
debating  and  dooag  busmess  kkoUtke  old/brms  and  cus* 
torn  nf  the  house*     ¥nsf  now,  could  not  this  have  hap« 
pened,  snpposingf  we  bad  never  gone  to  war?    I  think 
he  diould  have  made  that  out  before  he  congratulated 
us  so  warmly  upon  our  present  debate  under  all  the  okl 
Jbrmt  of  the  house«     The  minister^  too^   goes  on  ac- 
cording to  old  forms  :  he  has  his  majorities,  according 
to  custom.    Prussia  can  go  on  too,  in  its  old  ibrms.     Is 
this  armed  repose,  this  hoDow  peace,  then,  the  fruit  of 
our  long  and  glorious  war  ?  A  great  deal  too  has  been 
said  to  be  gained  by  the  disposition  of  France  to  lay 
aside  Jacobinism*     But  the  grand  consolation  of  all 
is,  in  looking  to  Bonaparte  as  the  exHrpator  of  Jacobin* 
ism*    The  learned  gentleman,  however,  states  to  this 
house,  that  it  i&  die  nature  of  Jacobinism,  if  driven  from 
any  country,  always  to  look  with  pride  and  ambition  to 
a  settlement  in  the  place  where  it  had  birth,  and  to  fix 
itself  there.     So  now,  this  ^  Child  and  champion  ofJa- 
cobim'smy^^  as  he  was  styled^  is  to  become  a  parricide^ 
The  child  of  sin  b  to  destroy  his  -mother.     As  this 
Jacobinism  b  by  the  late  minister  stated  to  be  a  vice 
never  to  be  eradicated  from  the  iosom  where  it  has  once 
been  implanted,  all  Europe  will,  doubtless,  look  to  this 
Great  Consul  for  its  destruction.    Indeed,  he  seems 
very  desirous  of  extending  his  care  to  his  neighbours. 
Suppose  you  make  him  IRfig  of  Europe  at  once,  and 
he  will  soon  extirpate  all  the  Jacobinism  that  infests  it. 
My  alarms  begin  when  the  alarms  of  some  persons  cease. 
The  great  question  about  the  dai^rs  of  the  French  re- 
volution \tfa  always  upon  the  degree  of  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended.      Some  danger  was  always  allowed : 
but  to  suppose  the  people  of  diis  country  so  miserably 
infatuated  as  to  fidl  in  love  with  dirt  and  blood,  and 
guillotines,  with  the  atrocious  deformities  of  the  sys- 
tem of  Robespierre,  and  that  now  when  Prance  is  *'  co- 
vered with  glory" — though  certainly  without  liberty,  or 
any  thing  tfaat  much  rese^ibles  it—* there  should  be  no- 
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thing  to  dazzle  and  oaptitate,  is  out  of  my  comprchen* 
sion.  If  there  be  in  tlus  country  men  of  dangerous  am- 
bition,  Bonaparte  is  the  man  to  hold  out  to  theaa,  by 
his  ambitious  and  successful  conduct^  an  example.  An 
example,  how  much  stronger  thui  any  thing  that  owdd 
attract  the  people  in  the  exhibitions  of  riot  and  murder, 
unsociality  and  ferocity  of  manners!  But  they  say — 
He  has  begged  pardon  of  God  and  man  by  his  piety  and 
penitence !  No :  he  has  restored  bishc^s  with  the 
salaries  of  curates,  and  made  them  all  spies  and  infor* 
mers  in  his  favour  by  a  solemn  oath.  He  has  made 
his  own  use  of  them  all.  How  has  he  acted  in  Switxer- 
land  ?  How  to  us  ?  Why,  by  condescending  to  receive 
our  humiliating  submission  of  every  thkig  you  had  ac 
quired  by  the  prowess  of  your  army  and  navy.  I  must 
trust  to  our  valour  to  defend  us  against  his  armies ;  and 
I  pmy  heaven  to  protect  us  against  the  effects  of  hk 
penitence  and  piety !  I  must  confess  that  nothing  has 
been  stated  against  this  peace  unaccompanied  by  proo& 
I  had  rather  lutve  given  Malta  to  France,  and  taken  the 
Cape,  than  have  made  this  abmird  arrangement.  If 
the  late  secretary  for  the  vhst  department  were  here — 
who  is,  perhaps,  f  looking  at  Mr.  Pitt  J  by  proxj^ — he 
might  have  made  a  whimsical  charge  against  the  present 
minister.  He  (Mr*  Dundas)  said  that  "  the  mi* 
nister  who  should  give  up  the  Cape  would  deserve  io  iose 
his  headP^  There  sits  die  minister,  however,  with  his 
head  safe  upon  his  shoulders.  I  have  almost  a  mind  to 
attack  him  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Dundas.  Malta 
would  be  a  gresit  acquisition  to  us,  and  therein  I  agree 
with  the  war-secretary.  It  would  have  stood,  with  the 
British  standard  flying  in  the  centre  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, "  like  a  great  sea-mark,  saving  those  that  eye  it !" 
Ministers  say,  the  emperor  of  Russia  would  not  take 
care  of  Malta.  If  they  will  tell  me  so  upon  their  ho- 
,  nourj  I  won't  believe  any  body  that  says  so.  That  did 
not  appear  to  be  Paul's  idea  of  it.  Perhaps  he  was 
mad.    There  wasy  however,  some  methodm\a&  madneu  ; 
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but  sir,  there's  a  message  Bonaparte  has  sent  to  his 
Tribanate  concerning  some  Russian  soldiers,  who  are 
to  go'and  take  care  of  the  republic  of  the  seven  Islands, 
and  they  may  prol^bly  be  intended  for  Alexandria,  and 
mtjf  be  connected  with  some  plan  against  Turkey.  Sir, 
if  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  statesman  will  say  in  this 
house,  that  he  looks  at  that  power,  "  at  which  the  world 
turns  pale,"  without  apprehension,  as  the  minister  seems 
to  tell  us  to-night,  I  must  say  he  has  a  prodigious  stock 
of  courage,  or  no  skill  at  all  in  politics.  But  let  France 
have  colonies — Oh,  yes,  let  her  have  a  good  trade,  that 
she  may  be  afraid  of  war,  says  the  learned  member  ; 
that's  the  way  to  make  him  love  peace.  He  has  had,  to 
be  sure,  a  sort  of  military  education.  He  has  been 
abroad,  and  in  rather  rough  company ;  but  if  you  put  him 
behind  the  counter  a  little,  he  will  mend  exceedingly. 
When  I  was  reading  the  treaty,  I  thought  of  all  the 
names  of  foreign  places,  viz.  Pondicherry,  Chandenagore^ 
Cochin,  Martinico,  &c.-^^l  cessions  ? — Not  they,  they 
are  all  so  many  traps  and  holes  to  catch  this  silly  fellow 
in,  and  make  a  merchant  of  him  !  I  really  think  the 
best  way,  upon  this  principle,  would  be  this :  let  the  mer* 
ehants  of  London  open  a  public  subscription,  and  set 
him  up  at  once  1 1  hear  a  great  deal  respecting  a  cer^ 
tain  statue  about  to  be  erected  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  now  in  my  eye,  at  a  great  expence^ 
Send  all  that  money  over  to  the  first  consul,  and  give 
him  what  you  talk  of  so  mucby  capital,  to  begin  trade 
with«  I  liope  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  the 
way  will,  like  the  first  consul,  refuse  a  statue  for  the 
present,  and  postpone  it  as  a  work  to  posterity.  There 
is  no  harm,  however,  in  marking  out  the  place.  The 
right  honourable  eentleman  is  musing,  perhaps  on  what 
square  or  place  he  will  choose  for  its  erection.  I  re* 
commend  the  bank  of  England.  Now  for  the  material. — r 
Not  gold,  no,  no  !  he  has  not  left  enough  of  it.  I  should 
however,  propose  papier  nmihe^  and  old  bank  notes. 
Ministers  recommend  us  to  make  Fran^  commercial. 
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for  die  sake  of  ptasrM  babite ;  and  then  tA  as  ham 
impossible  it  k  farfaertoincffease  intndeand  cBMmerce, 
for  want  of  the  neoessary  crexfil  and  capittL  There 
my  project  was  damped.  I  Was  goti^  bow  to  India, 
but  I  remembeKd  I  {Momised  to  avoid  detatt.  i  must 
keep  my  word.  There  was  some  bordieni  logic  here 
last  night-^something  specious-^a  kind  of  xiortfaeca 
lights — ^pretty  enou^  to  loc^  at,  but  sot  rety  usefol,— ' 
about  our  possessions  having  l^eCter  gecuiHjr  an  JMia 
without,  dian  with  our  enemy ^s  reoognitionof  ma'  ligiits* 
This,  I  confess,  I  cmnot  undenrtsmd.  The  light  hoiu 
gentleman  asks^  whedier  they  would  have  been  jusdfied 
in  breaking  off  the  treaty  f  That^s  a  cpiestioii  between 
him  and  those  who  like  the  preliminaries ;  fattt  itisoliiCF. 
'wise  with  those  who  like  neither.  The  soacmtf  at 
war,  {Mr.  Yorke)  !has  said^  Bonaparte  will  look  «t  us 
<^  with  a  soldier'^  ^e.''  I  think  be  wili  widikhat  ofa 
statesman.  Now  the  city  militia,  and  some  tMiier  carps^ 
are  disbanded,  k  is  not  exactty  a  spectacle  far  a  soldier's 
eye.  One  cannot  walk  along  the  streeca  withont  besriDg 
doubts  expressed  of  the  natnre  and  secarjty  of  the  peace* 
And  the  next  great  questioft  is,  ^^  Br^«  Who  is  minister 
now  V*  Is  there,  then,  an  inteiaor  and  exterior  prime 
ininister  ? — one  who  appears  to  the  world,  and  another 
secret,  irresponsible,  directing  nmiister  9  Certainly'^  in 
several  respects  I  have  given  my  te$lknony  in  behalf  of 
the  present  ministers.  In  nothinginorethan  for  naSting 
the  best  peace,  perhaps,  they  could,  after  their  prede- 
cessors  had  left  them  in  such  a  deploraUe  situation* 
But  the  present  ministers  coatinoe  to  identify  themselves 
with  the  former.  They  have  ministeriaHy  sopported  a 
refusal  to  inquire  into  the  9t4te  pf  the  country  ;  just  as 
they  were  about  to  take  the  .government,  they  have  pass- 
ed an  indemnity  bill,  and  since  that,  a  security  bill  in  a 
resolution  of  thsHiks :  and  these  are  the  onfy  indemnity 
and  security  required  i  The  ex-ministers  ate  quite 
separate  and  distinct,  and  yet  they  and  the  new  minis- 
ters  are  all  honourable  frioids  1     What  is  the  meaning 
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of  this  JDjsterioas  doanectidn?  Why  does  not  the  tau 
jimter  defend  his  peace  on  the  only  good  grounds  of  de. 
ftMcef  Does  he  heki  thnt  vitoatioa  only  to  make  peace, 
and  leave  it  fiir  his  prtdedessor  ?  Do  they  bargsdn  for 
support,  on  one  eide  of  talent,  and  on  the  odf^r  of  power  ? 
No  mmister  of  tlm  country  ever  oondescended  to  act 
mider  such  equivocal  support    Piut  of  the  case  is  clean 
If  the  fade  minister  attacks  the  treaty,  the  present  would 
turn  round  and  say — ^*  Tou  brought  me  into  a  situation 
of  necessity-— You  compelled  me  to  sign  a  disgraceful 
treaty — >You  had  been  arrogant,  and  I  have  put  up  with 
indignity  .-^Bonaparte,  by  lus  minister,  Otto,  would 
hmgh  at  me  !-^This  work  is  yours — You  placed  us  in 
this  diiemma«''      The  mimster  takes  no  strong  ground 
of  defence :  I  won't  say  he  dares  not  take  it.     There  he 
sits  to  receive  dfie  attack  of  the  new  confederacy,  who 
are  not  gmat  in  numbers,  but  in  taknts.     The  ex-mi- 
nister is  mounted  on  a  kind  of  hill  fort,  to  fire  down  on 
the  assailants.;  but  the  garrison  is  all  manned  with  desert^ 
crs  from  the  principle  of  the  war.      I  should  like  to 
support  the  present  minister  on  fair  ground )  but  what 
is  he  ?   A  sort  of  outside  passenger— ror  rather  a  man 
leading  the  horses  round  a  comer,  while  reins,  whip, 
and  ail,  are  in  the  hands  of  the  coachman  on  the  box — 
f' looks  at  Mr.  Pittas  elevated  seat,  three  or /bur  benches 
mbme  that  x^f  the  treasury.)    Why  not  have  an  union 
of  the  twQ  ministers,  or,  at  least,  some  intelligible  con- 
nection ?_  When  the  ex-mimsler  quitted  office,  almost 
all  the  subordinate  ministers  kept  their  places.      How 
was  it  that  the  whole  fiunily  did  not  move  together? 
Had  he  only  one  covered  waggon  to  carry  away  friends 
and  goods  ?  Or  has  he  left  directions  behind  him,  that 
they  may  know  whereto  calif  I  remember  a  fable  of 
Aristophanes ;— *It  b  translated  from  Greek  into  decent 
Engli^.     I  mention  thb  for  the  country  gentlemen.   It 
is  (S*  a  man  that  sat  so  long  on  a  seat  (about  as  long, 
perhaps,  as  the  ex-minister  did  on  the  treasury-bench,) 
that  he  grew  to  it.    When  Hercules  pulled  him  off,  he 
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left  all  the  sitting  part  of  llie  man  behind  him.      The 
house  can  make  the  allusion.    This  is  not  a  noble, 
manly  kind  of  coalition  between  these  gentlemen.     Of 
that  ex-minister  I  would  just  say,  that  no  man  admires 
his  splendid  vtalents  more  than  I  do.    If  ever  diere  was 
a  man  formed  and  fitted  by  nature  to  benefit  his  coun- 
try, and  to  give  it  lustre,  he  is  such  a  man.     He  has  no 
low,  litde,  mean,  petty  vices.     He  has  too  much  good 
sense,  taste,  and  talent,  to  set  his  mind  upon  ribbons, 
stars,  titles,  and  other  appendi^s  and  idols  of  rank. 
He  is  of  a  nature  not  at  ail  suited  to  be  the  creature  or 
tool  of  any  court.  f'Mr.  Pitt  bowed  repeatedly.)    But 
while  I  thus  say  of  him  no  more  than  I  think  Us  cha- 
racter and  great  talents  deserve,  I  must  tell  him  how 
grossly  he  1ms  misapplied  them  in  the  politics  of  this 
country — I  must  tell  him  again  how  he  has  augmented 
our  national  debt,  and  of  tiie  lives  he  lost  in  ti^  war. 
I  must  tell  him  he  has  done  more  against  the  privileges 
of  the  people,  increased  more  the  power  of  the  crown, 
and  injured  more  the  constitution  of  his  country,  than 
any  minister  I  can  mention.     Of  the  resignation  oif  the 
late  ministry,  I  don't  believe  one  word  of  what  is  said 
about  catholic  emancipaticm. — I  could  as  soon  bdieve  it 
was  because  they  had  discovered  the  longitude.     If  they 
did  go  out  on  that  groimd,  they  were  certainly  at  liberty 
so  to  do.     But  after  they  had  quitted  their  situations 
they  circulated  a  paper  in  Ireland,  attributing  the  failure 
of  an  indispensible  measure  to  resistance  in  a  certain 
quarter,  and  that  quarter  was  their  sovereign ;  and  di- 
recting the  Irish  catholics  to  look  to  them  for  hope  of 
relief.     If  this  was  short  of  high  treason,  how  far  short 
of  it  I  cannot  define.      If,  however,  that  measure  was 
necessary  to  carrying  on  hostilities,  we  have  certainly 
done  right  so  far  in  making  this  peace. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  stating,  that  he  con^der- 
ed  it  fair  to  those  who  had  entertained  the  sentiments  he 
did,  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  war,  to  record  the 
real  grounds  on  which  we  approve  of  a  peace,  the  terms 
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•of  which  are  so  inadequate  and  ao  insecure.  Supposing 
that  Mr.  Windham's  motion  should  be  rejected,  he  had 
framed  his  in  such  a  manner  as  to  come  as  an  amend- 
ment to  lord  Hawkesbury's  ;  and  according  to  the  pre« 
cedent  of  the  other,  might  make  it  in  the  shape  of  a  re- 
solution, by  leaving  out  all  the  words  of  the  address  but 
thai^  and  then  proceed  : 

^<  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  the  omission  of 
various  opportunities  of  negociating  a  peace  with  ad- 
vantage to  this  country,  and  more  especially  the  rejec. 
tion  of  the  overtures  made  by  the  chief  consul  of  France^ 
in  January  1800,  appears  to  this  house  to  have  led  to 
a  state  of  affairs,  which  rendered  peace  so  necessary 
as  to  justify  the  important  and  painful  sacrifices  which 
his  majesty  has  been  advised  to  make  for  the  attainment 
thereof." 


^ 
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